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Thi Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the Clock.

[Mr. Speaker in the Chair]

OBITUARY REFERENCES

MR. SPEAKER : Hon. Members, I have 
to inform the House of the sad demise of two 
of our friends, namely, Shri J. K Chaudhary 
and Dr. Dharam Prakash.

Shri J. K. Choudhary was a member of 
the Fourth Lok Sabha during the years 1967- 
70 representing Tripura West constituency of 
the then Union territory of Tripura. A very 
amiable person much liked and respected by 
his colleagues and very soft and gentle in his 
manners, he used to take active interest in 
educational matters. He had founded a 
number of educational institutions in Tripura 
and Cachar. He passed away at Bankura in 
West Bengal on the 6th July, 1972 at the age 
of 75.

Dr. Dharam Prakash was a Member of 
the Constituent Assembly and Provisional Par
liament during the yean 1946-52. Later he 
was a member of Rajya Sabha during 
1958-68, He was a veteran freedom fighter 
and used to take active interest in the uplift 
of the Harlans and other backward classes. 
He was associated with a number of social 
and educational institutions. He passed away 
at New Delhi on the 31st July, 1972 at the 
age of 72.

We deeply mourn the loss of thews friends 
and I! am sure the House will join me in con
veying our condolences to the bereaved fami. 
lies.

The Prime Minister.

1 THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER 
OP ATOMIC ENERGY, MINISTER OP 
ELECTRONICS, MINISTER OP HOME

AND BROADCASTING AND MOWT**,
* i i

2

OF SPACE (SHRIMATI INDIRA 
GANDHI) : I shall like to associate myself 
and this House with the sentiments you have 
expressed on the sad demise of two former 
Members of this House They were both 
familiar figures to us all and active in diverse 
fields of activity.

Shri J. K. Choudhary was with us in the 
Fourth Lok Sabha. At the young age of 14, 
he had joined the terrorist movement but 
later he came under the influence of Maha
tma Gandhi and was active in our movement. 
He was a prominent educationist and served 
as Principal in several colleges in the eastern 
region of the country. He was deeply interes
ted in social work and had founded a number 
of welfare institutions.

Shri Dharam Prakash was, as you have 
told us, a member of the Provisional Parlia
ment and the Constituent Assembly. He was 
an ardent social worker and was actively 
associated with several organisations working 
for the welfare of the Scheduled Castes and 
backward classes. He was also active in 
organising conferences of tribal people and of 
the Gujjars.

Both these members wed to come to me 
bringing various problems and they continued 
their interest in what was happening in parlia
ment, even though they had not been with 
us lately.

May I request you to convey our sincere 
sympathy and condolences to the members of 
the bereaved families ?

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU (Diamond 
Harbour) t Passing away of these two eminent 
so d s  of the country will bring shock and grief 
to all of us. Late Shri J .  K. Choudhary was 
not only a freedom fighter and a good social 
worker but was also an eminent scholar and 
all the time struggled to further the cause of 
education. The other gentleman also, I hear, 
I  did not know him personally—var eminent 
In his own field of social welfare and educa
tion. Pissing away of both these members 
wUt bring grief to all of us. Sir, will you 
kindly convey on our behalf our condolences 
to the members of the bereaved families?
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SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA (Alipore): 
It was a shock to me to hear of the sad 
demise of Shri J. K. Choudhary I knew him 
here when he was a Member. He was the 
most sincere person and was very unassuming. 
We were all well acquainted with the social 
work which he had been doing for many 
many years both in Bengal and in Assam.

I wish to associate my Group with the 
sentiments which you and the Prime Minister 
have expressed on the sad demise of both Shri 
J. K. Choudhary and Dr. Dharam Prakash.
I would request you, Sir, to convey our con
dolences and sincere sympathies of our Group 
to the members of the bereaved families

SHRI SEZHIYAN (Kumbakonam) : I 
associate myself with the sentiments expressed 
by you and others.

Shri J. K. Choudhary was an hon. Mem
ber hrre in the Fourth Lok Sabha and I had 
occasions to come across with him. Though 
unassuming in his character, he took an 
abiding interest in education and social wel
fare activities not only here but in other parts 
of the country. I associate myself once again 
with the sentiments expressed and request you 
to convey our heartfelt condolences to the 
bereaved family.
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SHRI SAMAR GUHA (Contai) : I had 
the privilege to know Dr. J. K. Choudhary 
who was an eminent educationist and an 
honest and sinccre public worker. He was in 
fact a reluctant entrant into politics. His 
patriotic spirit rebelled agairst slavery and 
that is why he entered into the Freedom 
Struggle. I express my deep condolences and 
also express my sympathy to the bereaved 
family.

Dr. Dharam Prakash was a known leader 
of the depressed community and he was fight
ing for their cause and upljftment and as 
already said by my friends, he wanted to 
serve those people not in a spirit of serving 
them only but to bring them into the commu
nity of the Indian nation as a whole with 
equal status. I also express my grief and 
awociatr myself with the sentiments expressed 
by my other friends.

SHRI RANABAHADUR SINGH (Sidhi)s 
On behalf of the Group of Independents I  
would like to associate myself with the senti
ments expressed on the floor of the House and 
request you to convey our Group's heartfelt 
condolences to the members of the bereaved 
families.

MR. SPEAKER : The House may stand 
in silence for a shortwhile to express its 
sorrow.

The Members then stood in tiUm fir  a
thortwkile.
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