
LOK SABHA DEBATES

LOK SABHA

Monday, April 16, 1973/Chattra 26, 
1895 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at 
Eleven of the Clock

[Mr. Speaker in the Chatr] 

OBITUARY REFERENCE

MR.  SPEAKER:  Hon. Members,
the House is already aware of the 
sad and sudden demise of Shn Teja 
Singh Swatantra, a sitting Member of 
this  House.  Shn  Teja  Singh 
Swatantra had attended the House on 
Thursday last but suddenly developed 
heart trouble.  He was immediately 
attended to by our doctor and rushed 
to Willingdon Hospital but within  a 
few minutes on reaching he expired.

Shri Teja Singh Swatantra repre
sented the Sangrur  constituency of 
Punjab. Earlier he had been a Mem
ber  of the  Punjab  Legislative 
Assembly during the years 1937—1945 
and of the Punjab Legislative Council 
during the years 1964—1969. A very 
very amiable and soft spoken person, 
he was a devoted social worker and 
worked a lot for the betterment of the 
peasants and introduction of land re- 
forftut In the House also he used to 
champion the cause of the agricul
turists and down-trodden One of our 
stalwart  freedom  fighters, a great 
patriot and  revolutionary, he spent 
most of his early years abroad carry
ing on the struggle |or freedom £rora 
other and organising  the
Ghaddar̂Party. He was with me ofil? 
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a day before and we had a common 
programme  of  going  together to 
Amritsar  to  attend  the  freedom 
fighters convention but the powerful 
hand of death snatched him away.

We deeply mourn the loss of this 
friend and 1 am sure the House will 
join me in conveying our condolences- 
to the bereaved family.

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER 
OF ATOMIC  ENERGY, MINISTER 
OF ELECTRONICS, MINISTER OF 
INFORMATION AND BROADCAST
ING AND MINISTER OF  f PACE 
(SHRIMATT INDIRA GANDHI;: Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, we  share the senti
ments you have expressed.

Death has snatched away Shn Teja: 
Singh Swatantra with tragic sudden
ness last week. He was full of plans 
for his intervention in the Lok Sabha 
discussions and for future tours and 
other work. How could anyone have 
thought that his end was so immi
nent?

He was a fine person, a grand old 
man and indeed he was a warrior who 
fought for the nation’s freedom and 
for the rights of the oppressed. His- 
work for the kisan movement will be 
particularly remembered, as will his- 
early wanderings abroad pleading oUr 
cause and his later services as legis
lator in the Punjab and here in our 
national Parliament.

We loose a respected colleague, the 
nation, a veteran worker. Our stacftte 
sympathy and condolences go to hit 
family and colleagues.

SHRI  JYOTIRMOY BOSU (Dia
mond Harbour): Sir, w« are phmgML 
4 in deep sorrow due to 9ud0m 4#rafce
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-of Shri Teja Singh Swatantra.  Shri 
Swatantra was a great fighter for the 
peasants and workers and he  was 
always there in the forefront,  His 
passing away is a deep loss to our 
country and to all of us.

Would you kindly convey our deep 
sense of symathies and  condolences 
to his bereaved family?

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA (Alipore): 
Sir, this is particularly a sorrowful 
day not only for all of us but parti
cularly for our party. I do not wish 
to say much because Comrade Teja 
Singh’s life is known to all, not only 
that he was a freedom fighter but he 
was a living symbol of that genera
tion of immortal revolutionaries who 
risked everything  including their 
lives, security of their homes and 
everything in order to fight for the 
liberation of our motherland.

You know that, for many years, he 
led a hunted life. For years, he had 
to work in illegal conditions with a 
price on his head. He never financed 
for a single moment. He was associ
ated  with the  immortal Ghaddar 
Movement.  Many of his colleagues 
paid with their lives and later on, he 
organised  and  led  the  militant 
struggle of the peasants of the  old 
Pepsu for their freedom and rights 
against the princely rule.  He  was 
essentially a man of the soil with deep 
bonds, with the peasantry whom he 
■served all his life.  He served the 
cause of the Communist Party.

As you have remarked, he was so 
gentle and soft-speaker that one could 
hardly guess from his demeanour what 
a story and revolutionary life he had 
led! He died in tragic circumstances, 
I am told.  I was not here at that 
time but the doctors at the hospital 
said that when his body arrived there, 
he was already dead. I am not in. a 
position to say whether it would have 
been possible to save him if imemdiate 
and requisite medical attention'  had 
been forthcoming  when he was 
stricken with heart attack here in this

House.  Anyway, nothing will bring 
him back now.

1 request you, on behalf of all of 
us, to convey the condolences of thi» 
House to his family and I take this 
opportunity, on behalf of our party, of 
thanking you, the Prime Minister and 
other colleagues for  the sentiments 
they have expressed on this occasion.

|P
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n%mrsnp:

sfrfanfaswrsr # srraf rr rfm*? 
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SHRI  V  MAYA VAN  (Chidam
baram) Mr Speaker, on behalf of the 
DMK Group in Parliament I associ
ate  myself  with  the  sentiments 
expressed by the Speaker, the Leader 
of the House and the Leaders of other 
groups on the demise of comrade Teja 
Singh  Swatantra  He  was  my 
neighbour and he was living m the 
next flat  In spite of his old age, he 
was very active and I could see him 
discussing party problems with his 
colleagues  On  behalf of the DMK 
Group, I request the Speaker tô Qon- 
vey our heartfelt condolences to  the 
bereaved family

PROF  MADHU  DANDAVATE 
(Rajapur) Sir, one by one the great 
leaders of our freedom struggle are 
being snatched  away from us, the 
latest  being  Shri  Teja  Singh 
Swatantra. In thig country we  had 
always true friends for our freedom 
struggle one within our border and 
one without  Here was one  who 
fought on both fronts  His member
ship was the reflection of his position 
at the grass root level in his own 
State and elsewhere. He was also a 
man of the masses and he worked 
inside the House. On any behalf and 
on behalf of the S&dalist Party, I pay 
my tribute to the departed leader and

I request you,  Sir, to convey our 
condolences to the members of the 
bereaved family, the proudest family 
beings the Communist Party of India
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W? 5t f̂ RTt fiwuw m 5TT»ft Mk] 
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13 tm t m %
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%t tfto f W #rf*N5T$ fit#grr fw  wr, 
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ME.  SPEAKEK: The House may 

stand in silence lor a short ftrhiltf to 

express its sorrow.

The Members then stood in tfleitee 
for is stow* tehife.  -


