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[MR. SreaKER tn the Chair}

OBITUARY REFERENCE

Drarn or Suni D, SANpivavya

MR. SPEAKER: Hon, Members, I have
to inform the House of the sad and premature
demise of Shri D). Sanjivayya who passed
away at New Dclhi last night at the young
age of 51.

Shri Sanjivayya had to his credit a carcer
of a dedicated public man right from the days
when he was a Member of the Provitional Par-
liament during the years 1950 to 1952. He was
a Member of the Madras Legislative Assembly
during 1952 and thereafter Member of the
Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly from
1952 to 1964, e was a Minister in Madray
Government and then in Andhra State and
held many portfolios during the years 1952 to
1960, He became the Chief Minister of
Andhra Pradesh and held that high office till
1962, In June, 1962, he was chosen as the
President of the Indian National Congress
and continued to hold that high office dll
January, 1964, He was the fist person
helonging to the Harijan community to hold
the high office of the President of the Indian
National Congress.

He was then clected as a Member of Rajya
Sabha during the year 1964 and continued
theee till 1970, He was Union Minister of
Labour and Employment during 196466 and
then Minister of Industry during the years
1966.67 and 1970.71. Since last year he was
again holding the high office of the President
of the Indian National Congress with great
dignity and dedication, He was a patriot with
deep convickions and confidence in his people,
He was & gentléman to the core and & man of
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few words—amiling and so affahle and ami.
able--and by his virtues and qualities he had
endeared himself (0 one and all. The country
has lost in him a great leader of men who
stood for the pom and downtrodden,

We deeply mourn the loss of this friend
and I am sure the House will join me to
convey our condok nces to the hereaved family
espeeially to his aged mother.

THE PRIME MINISTLR, MINISTER
OF ATOMIC ENERGY, MINISTER OF
ELECTRONICS, MINISTER OF [IOME
AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF INFOR.
MATION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI.
MATI INDIRA GANDII) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, death is a patt of life and we know that
it must come to all and also that it docs not
spare  the young. Yet when it strikey it is
unexpected. To hear in the middle of the
night that Slai D. Sanjivayya, owr party
leader and colleague, one of the shining lighty
of vur natioual life, has suddenly passed away,
was 4 great shork. He had suffered greatly
from illness, but after many wonths he looked,
and himself felt much bewter. It i an itony
of fate that he should be tahen away at such
a moment. He has died before his time when
he still had much to give.

For a person belonging to a community
so loag suppressed one who had uo advantage
of birth or upbringing, to tise to the wp of
our political life is a tnhute 1o his own
calibre and capacity and 10 the great social
change that is coming about in free India,

You have already outlined his  public
career. He was  Chiof Minister of Andhra
Pradesh when he was still in his thirties and
then held the august oflice of Coingress
President. He was Minister in the Union
Government and once again came to lead our
party at a time of transition and transforma-.
tion. He was a man of diguity : he wasa
man of integrity and sincerity, with a modern
mind, with commitment to our basic values
and a vision of a future where no community
or individual would be deprived. He was
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uncommpromising in his convictions, His was
a rich pervonality, combining serious concern
for the complex problems of our society and
age, with a love of literature and music. He
was a compelling speaker, and I am lold, one
of the best in Telugu., This was apparent
even to those of us who did not follow the
words, His work as parliamentarian and
administrator is known to this House and to
the country,

It is not often that such qualities and the
holding of high office go with such an
unassuming nature. In all situations, in and
out of office, Shri Sanjivayya bore himsclf
with quiet dignity.

Shri Sanjivayya’s death will be deeply
mourned. It is a great loss to the country and
to our party.

May I request you, Sir, to convey our
sincerest sympathy and condolences to his
family, especially to his old mother and to his
young wife.

SHRI S. P. BHATTACHARYYA (Ulube-
ria) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, on brhalf of my
party, I wish to say that we deeply regret the
untimely death of a great national leader,
Shri D. Sanjivayya. Though personally he
was not known to us, yet, he had a gieat
career and in his death, the country and the
Congress party have lost a great leader.,

I request you to convey our condolences
to the members of the bereaved family.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA (Alipore) :
Mr, Speaker, Sir, Shri Sanjivayya's passing
away suddenly in such tragic circumstances
has come as a great shock to all of us. Ido
not wish to add very much to what the Prime
Minister has said. If I am right, he was the
first Harijan Chief Minister in this country
and also the first Harijan to be clected Presi-
dent of the Congress. That in itself, Sir, is
adequate to ensure that he will have an in-
delible place in the political annals of this
country.

We have heard of his extremely humble
origin ; how he came from a family of land-
Jess peasants, how he had to walk several
miles to go to school every day and how his
elder brother pawned his beléongings in order
to pay for his younger brother's education.
There arve few prople with such humble origing
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who are able to retain their humility and
mpdesty after rising to high positions in public
life, but that is what exactly Shri Sanjivayya
did, He was always 30 modest and unassuming.

I claim to have known him at close quar-
ters especially during his tenure as Minister
of Labour and Employment ; and he had a
transparent sympathy for the underdog, for
the common man, which he tried to translate
into action when he was part of the Govern-
ment.

Sir, on behalf of my party, I would convey
our sincerest sympathies to Shri Sanjivayya's
family as well as to al! the members of the
Congress party who have lost their President
at such an early age. I realise what a big
blow it is particularly for their organisation,

On behalf of our Group, we want to express
our heart-felt condolences through you to his
family, and as the Prime Minister has said,
particularly to his aged mother.

SHRI K, MANOHARAN (Madras
North) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, with a mental
anguish and agony, I associate myself on
behalf of my party, with the sentiments expres-
sed by the Leader of the House, Madam
Prime Ministe1, and you, Mr. Speaker, and
the various other political parties represented
here.

The news of the demise of Shri Sanjivayya
was terribly shocking. I have known him for
the past 10 years, and I had occasion to be
with him very intimately and closcly. Accord-
ing to me, he was a man of impeccable
honesty, noted for his sincerity and simplicity
and earnestness of conviction.

As my friend Shri Indrajit Gupta has
rightly pointed out, he was unassuming but
at the very same time he was very dynamic,
So far as his political life is concerned, he
had built up his political life almost out of
scratch, and reached the pinnacle of fame,

Mr. Sanjivayya through his dedication
and devotion and sense of determination and
direction has achieved what the entire country
wanted to achieve. He dedicated himself to
the integration of this country. He was for
the socialist programmes of the nation and
he represented the under-dogs and the have-
nots of the nation. He was the fint Harijan
Chief Minister as well as the firt Harijan
President of the Indian National Congress,
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Mr. Speaker, we mourn the death of Mr.
Sanjivayya. We have lost in him a very able
administrator and a dynamie politician. On
behalf of my Party, I request you to convey
our heartfelt ! to the b ed
family.
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PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE (Raja-
pur) ;: Mi. Speaker, Sir, Shii Sanjivayya's
life as well as death symbolisc a great paradox.
He was born in economic as well ag social
incquality and unfortunately, he passed away
at a time when the nation was struggling to
establish social as well as economic  equality,
He was a great administrator in the scuse that
he tried to bring freshness to the administras
tion, As a politician, he symbolised the valucs
of maturity and political wisdom, so much
needed to the politics of cur time. In his
paming away, he was evoked sympathy in
every heart irrespective of one’s political affis
liation. That speaks for his wide popularity.

8ir, I assaciate the Socialist Party with the
tributes paid to Shri Sanjivayya and I request
you to convey our heart-felt condolences to the
members of the bereaved family,

SHRI TRIDIB CHAUDHURI (Berham-
pore) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I asotiate myself
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with the setiments of sorrow and the words of
rich tribute paid to the late Shri D. Sanjivays
ya today, We, the members of a certuin
Select Committee, who had been to  Chandis
garh in connection with our work, returned
only this morning from Calcutta, and the
Congress General Secretary, Dr, Henry Austin,
who was with us in the committee, informed
us of that Mr, Sanjivayya is no more. Those
of us who have had the privilege of coming
into contact with him in the course of our
duties and in the course of social mixing,
never failed to be deeply impressed by his
politeness, friendly amiability and by the
deep sincerity and seriousaess that he would
bring to bear on all problems that were
brought befure him.

Oncc again, I pay my deep r:spcct and
tributc to hin and convey through you to the
members of the bereaved family our heart-
felt condolences.

SHRI EBRAHIM SULAIMAN SAIT
(Kozhikode) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 associate
myself and my party with the deep feclings
of grief and sorrow expressed by you, by the
Prime Minister and by the other collcagues at
the very sad passing away of Shri Sanjivayya
at a very carly age. He was a man of great
personality, having scived his country in
various capacities, as Member of the Madras
Assembly, as Member of the Andhra Assem-
bly, as Chirf Minister of Andhra and also as
Minister at the Centre and President of the
Indian National Congress. His was a devoted
life and it speaks of his ability that coming
from such a down-trodden scction of the
population in this country, he rose to the
highest positions possible in this country, His
personality was a charming one and he was
kind and considerate to everyonc, to which-
cver party he might belong. The country has
lost in his pawsing away a great parliamentarian,
a great administrator and really a great pere
sonality.

I convey through you to the members of
the bereaved family our deep feclings of con-
dolences and sympathy. 1 also convey my
sympathies to the great Indian National Couns
gress, whose President he was.

SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH {(Nan-
dyal) ¢ Mr. Speaker, Sir, the glowing uibutes
paid by our Prime Minister and other leaders
to Bhri Sanjivayya is ample proof of his
sterling qualities. A luminous and bright stas
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has disappeared from the political horizon.
The country has lost a noble son, our party
has lost an able captain and the oppressed
and depressed have lost their mentor.

Shri Sanjivayya, who was born in poverty,
fought with poverty. He used to walk miles
to attend his school and did not even have an
untorn shirt. When there was rain, he used
to go and take shelter under a culvert. That
was the sort of life he led. But even in those
very trying circumstances, he was the brightest
student and every time he used to come out
with honours in his class. With his self-cffac-
ing personality, he endeared himself to one
and all. He was one of our most endcared
lcaders. Wherever he went, thousands of
people used to come to him, high and low,
sophisticated and rustic ; and, everybody uscd
to go away with satisfaction. lic was a great
orator in Telugu and he used to attract an
audicnce of thousands of people wherever he
went. He had the courage of his conviction
and he never compromised on principles,
He was a lcader of not only Audhra but of
the entire country. His death has been a
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personal los tu scveral peaple and to several
of us who had seen him closely and who had
the opportunity of working with him.

Sir, I associated myself with the senti-
ments expressed by you, by the Leader of the
Housc and by the leaders of other political
partics and I request you to convey my con-
dolences to the bereaved family, especially to
his mother who is 80 ycars old and to his
wife, Shrimati Krishnavenamma,

MR. SPEAKER : As a maik of respect,
the House may stand in silence for a minute.

The Members then stood in silence for a short while

MR. SPEAKER : In order to enable
hon. Membeis to pay their homage and have
a condolence mceting, we adjourn the House
till 11 A. M. tomorrow.

11.27 hro.
The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Elsven of the

Cloch on Tuesday, May 9, 1972|Vaisakha 19,
1694 (Saha).
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