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(to) if  »o, the time since whop the scheme 
has been pending ;  and

(c) the reasons for delay In taking a 
thereon ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP
MENT (SHRI SIDDHESHWAR PRASAD):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c). The preliminary report ori
ginally prepared in 1964 had to be revised as 
a  result of various developments such as mo* 
difications in the scheme and in the cost esti
mates, devaluation of the rupee in June, 
1966 and devaluation of the Pound Sterling. 
The expansion scheme has been since appro
ved by Government

1Z01 hr*.

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER OF 
URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

Reported resumption of nun-running 
from Kerala to Evrop*

SHRI R. K. SINHA (Fawabad) : Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, I call the attention of the 
Minister of External Affairs to the following 
matter of urgent public importance and 
request that he may make a statement 
thereon ;

“The reported disclosure made by the 
B. B. C. about the resumption of mm-runn- 
ing from Kerala to Europe.”

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI SWAR AN SINGH): Gov
ernment have seen press reports about a BBC 
television programme on alleged resumption 
of nun-running from Kerala to some European 
convents. These reports have been contradic
ted by the Kerala Catholic clergy who are 
said to have sent the girls. Government are 
making necessary inquiries in the matter, 
and the facts will be placed before the House 
as soon as they arc available.

In this connection, Hon’ble Members will 
recall chat similar allegations had appeared 
In the press some time ago and the matter 
was discussed in the House. Government had

then promised detailed and exhaustive inqui* 
ries into the alleged sale of girls to foreign 
Church organisations, profiteering from such 
sales, harsh treatment accorded to the gids 
and of their use in menial occupations. Our 
inquiries, which have been completed, show 
that broadly speaking the allegations are not 
justified.

I place a copy of our report an the 
inquiry on the Table of the House. [Plactd 
in library. Set No. LT-1561/72.]

SHRI R. K. SINHA ; The reports that 
have appeared in the Press say that the girls 
were sent to Europe via circuitous route from 
Cochin to Bangalore and then to Bombay and 
then to Athens. One Father Giovanni of 
Italy is supposed to have said that these girls 
were treated like menials. An English social 
worker who was also reported in the B. B. Cl 
had said :

“The tragedy was that these girls could 
not return home because they would bring 
disgrace to their families and the convent 
was the lesser of the two evils for them.”

The Kerala Assembly also discus&ed this 
and one of the representatives of the 
Church who was not directly connected 
with it, said :

‘These girls werr sent out by agencies 
and by people who carnrd a sum oC R*. 
25 lakhs in the process Sometime*, per 
girl, the earning was Rs. 3,000 and some
times, Ri. 5,000 **
Sir. the statement that has been placed on 

the 'fable of the House was made available to 
me about a minute before the reply of the 
hon. Minister came and I have hastily gone 
through it and if the enquiry is correct and 
exact, it is very good; but whatever has 
appeared in sections of the Press needs a  
thorough probe and enquiry.

On 26th August, 1970 also, assurances 
were given in thin House by the hon. Minister 
at that time as all sections of this House were 
exercised over the treatment given to these 
girls and how they were used for menial pur* 
poses. It is all right St they go out of India 
out of religious exuberance, if they go out in 
service of the Church, but if they were exp* 
lotted, and if the recruitment of these girls is 
dofte for purposes of making money, because 
of their poverty, because of the fact of their 
not being very educated, because the fact
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th a t they have a lure for foreign travel, if  
they are  tent as menials abroad, it »  certainly 
a  m atter which should exercise the attention 
o f  the Government.

The hon. M inister gave assurances in 1970. 
T he report of the inquiry has been placed on 
the Table o f the House today. I would only 
appeal to the hon. Minister th a t it becomes 
a  national disgrace when on the British broad
casting system, Indian character is put on 
trial. Even if the Indian church or sections 
o f the Indian church are put there in a parti
cular position, that also puts the picture of 
India in jeopardy in the seme that it implies 
that there should be such poverty in sections 
o f the people o f K erala that girls would like 
to opt out even through the clandestine sys
tem  of sale.

SH RI SWA RAN SIN GH  : 1 have noted 
his couccrn which I share, but the inquiries 
tha t wc have made show broadly that the 
suspicion that has been raised i< not well 
founded

SH R I JA G A N N A TH RA O  JO S H i : 
(Shajapur) : W hat was the agency of the
inquiry ?

SH R I SWARAN SIN G H  s O ur own 
Missions abroad have looked into all these 
cases, and our investigations show that out 
of a total of more than 1700 novices sent 
abroad, only about 40 returned before com
pletion of training, and out of 700 nurse 
trainees, about 15 returned prem aturely. 
They are a t complete liberty to return and 
these figures indicate tha t, by and large, the 
vast proportion of them are generally happy 
and they like the work for which they have 
been selected.

I  would also like to add a  word of caution. 
U nfortunately, there is some controversy 
going on in  the international community 
between the various churches, and some of 
these reports have to be seen in tha t back
ground.

m m  fwjrrft r o ifrft ( w n f t m ) : 
snarsr a n *  gpr; % t o t

ffV O T W 'to ff t  ftp. ^
#sr% % *rwr**r $  aft w m rn r

srsrfarer f  s t ra f f  artw  * n ^ r t  i 

w r  <07% *ft i t *  w tw k h  1970 *f 
v ft foqnr «rr ^  T v M  asrnr *rs?r 

tft VX TSft ^  t  I TO T O T  *?r 
3TFT af^r anf ^ t T  ? $
a n r w  ^rrffrr ff arr^r *rt * r  a n w * R  

f c r r  m r  |  fs rr  s r n r  f o r t e  fs n j

* ft $  * t  5TfT SRfalT sR ifjr q f? f t  ? 

% aft qfftTJTTiT f iT ^ r  I ,  « f t f  % *PT3T

*r * n rr crf?TT ? r f t  |

q ra  10 *rt f s j  fsrerr fsrr ft 
a r k  $  3fr

^cT T  j  :

“ Some of the results of its inquiry have 
been published. The Holy See has suspen
ded further recruitm ent of Indian girls for 
foreign convents until such time as ade
quate safeguards and controls are estab
lished in regard to their selection, recruit
ment and training Furtherm ore, the Holy 
See considers that the training and prepa
ration of Indian girls for a religious voca
tion can best be provided in Ind ia  itself.’*

3Rr |  sft «TTfr
*r?r?q- w r ?  ?r fVrafom  =ffr srrfr
■̂31% qT ft^T JTOTiT 3tT% % t o  

forcjf«rat # 4  »rf ? aw m r  #  =rr 
fft f ¥ 3 u  |  far anrc v ro r  ^  

fffrf % fat; a n t  ?r*rf*rcr
|  % vircr ^ r r  t k

WTtft ’i m  *r fP t i  itt, ffamrsrf
^  w fr ^ I r  *rfit war

amrar fterr 1 5ft t
sttFw  ^  |  %srr 

|-5?r% f%T? srrc r ^  *r
v t f  m  |  ? 
siH sn =^r^rr f  v n  ? r^ rT , s?r %

Jf anx StK 51 ^35pf
^  ■sTT’cer ^  «Rt«sr <HT

% "RTfim foff % f e r

tr* r« rc 3 [  %
sp«n=qf vspr ^  TOfir ̂ 5? T O I

?
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[* r  arsrsr f a r r t
ire T?T7T Fp  jr ^ rn t  %

sre§r i f ’ 1 1  * i  w p N ' w r r  
% *rnf fiR<f <n> 4*111 n

atr^^for ijt ’w w  t 1 fiw  t r x  
Ĵ PT̂ TT % Jrft it W  3TT5fr & fOT
falfaT "FT STT*r f=WT OTTT fr, fiPT
% if 5fTT 5TT w  *?T *■ f*
fa tsfi *  JT ff^rt v r  *?. « im  * t 
<̂T5TT SPTT TS f> fft V tt  S 'W  ^

I f ?

^ f d r r  «t 1970 i r f ^ n ^
sft it jrt smsmn f̂ nr «n ft »fr sfr an*
% 5TF.T 3FTT 3 T T ^ ^ T  *Tft eft 3*T% flTRT
^  ^  m*r% ^ r  TTrt w n f r  ^  $  
s im r  m & c i §  f t :  t o t  r e  * fr * r  a n i 
t f r  fT<TT<? |  ? TOT w s j  r r c y T  fa r o t

3tV: t o t  f k f r n  3 * $ ^  
^=jr«j<r % ferT^ &  ^  *rS i ^
spzyr % ^ ”3Ft *T ft^FTT WTT PTOT ^TT^T
I  ? 3 3  *  jy^ farr^rr f w r r
qjcfr ^P T T  £  ? TOT ?*T * im  i t  *To7T f *T
r̂r% ^ rtfro  n i  ? ftr^ fr *r ^tt7̂

ofrr ^TJTT^T SPT T * ^  *T?f WFT f ^ T  V f 
gfg-T 5 : ^  cTfpn% ^TH f ^  I T W
^ r r z v f e ' K  ^ fa ftr^ T ^ T  * f ^TTrr 

fa^TT ir -STT «PT tfj«f T*lf 3^r  f tW f  % 
fcfsrfsppr q r  T n fr  l ^ n  v r   ̂f**rfa 

i t  f^ R W T  '3TPT ?TT *R[ ^
famr 1 1  ^  t o  ^  ^  t
TOT VTT’T'T TTfT ^Tft S^rTT % 1 W  
^ i f t a r n r  1972  ^ T m ’H  t  1 9 7 0  w r 
^ T ^ f ? #  |  f#t TOT f ^ ? t  *p?flr *  ^*TT 
TOff ?Tff TOT ?T1*  I  fip *!?[ ^ P n r f  %■ 
TOT ^  tft crgfrT 
HPT 3fVr g ft s t f  ^
%3TT ^ T T  I  ^  ^ T ^  ^  
f^ r r  < s fir t fOT ’STFT ?

SHRI SWARAN SINGH : Same of the 
point* raised by the bon. member have

already been gone into in the course of the 
inquiry, and if he gors through the rrport, 
he will find replies to most of the doubts that 
h r has raised.

About the question whether any money 
ha*? been made or not, this m atter also was 
gone into »n rom iderable detail in the course 
of the inquiry and it ha* been established 
that the actual expenditure incurred by the 
clergies who were entrusted vwth the duty 
of recruitment was less than the amounts that 
had been received from abroad, but it has 
also been established that this excess was 
utilised for chaiitable purj>oses and the orga* 
nisation* that sent money also were satisfied 
that this was properlv utilis’d foi chatitable 
purposes m India

As for placing a complete ban on these 
girls going abroad, this is not at present 
under consideration because enquires show 
that most o f these girls are happy. Most of 
them are Christians ahcady and if they go 
abroad arid want to adopt thi* as a profess
ion, I think there is nothing wrong, and wr 
should not be over-sensitive about this

SH R I J  AG ANN ATI IR AO JO S H ! : It
was a question of minor girls.

m x v i,  w?> 'T f  ft^TT a r m  arr 

3 p r o m  n  t t t h  *r?rrf>nrr fcrer 

Tifr I  i

«ft 8TCH fitfSVCt W W  :
«tt f t r  # r  n t  3rrS % ffT^.r 

^TTOFT <v tp n f  I l f  ?

ai «wr v r $ m  : afl* ^  ?fr
HTW ?T^f ^  I

vft m m *  m  s jfa
a r ^ R  f̂rfHr̂ r k m  m  aw ^  srnr 
armT eft tot ^  1

SHRI SWARAN SINGH : All investi* 
gation agencies including the CBI were invol
ved in this inquiry.
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SH R I C. J  ANARDHANAN (Trichar).
I am  glad the M inister has placed before the 
House an exhaustive statem ent on this issue 
though it is very late. As a member coming 
from Kerala, I am  more concerned about this 
issue than many others. My hon. friend, 
Shri Vajpayee, was very indignant about 
sending our girls abroad for scrubbing the 
floors o f foreigners. I also share his feeling. 
But as a communist, at the outset, I should 
say that I hold no brief for the Catholic 
Church which has so much ideological differ
ence with us. But you must remember there 
are two aspects to this question, one, th.it 
there is so much educated unemployment in 
Kerala which we must realise and the other 
tliat the Christian community is a dominant 
community in K erala and a .strong minority 
in India. As any other religious group, they 
have the right to «o abroad and propagate 
thrir views. O f course, our country is secular; 
we have no state religion ; we t'ive freedom 
to every religion to propagate th rir views iri 
this land. If the Ramakrfchna Mission have 
the freedom to send th rir delegates abroad, 
of course the Catholic Church should have 
the same freedom to send iht-ir nuns abroad 
to propagate their religion. But the issue is 
w hether there was any complaint from the 
girls themselv«*s ; whether they were m altrea
ted ; that is one thins;

Then, the question is whether minor girls 
were sent abroad from this country against 
their wishes ; whether there were any com
plaints from the parents of the nuns or the 
nurses. So many nurses are going. You can 
see that throughout India, in every State, the 
nurses are from Kerala. Krom most other 
States they would not date  to go. But girls 
from K erala serve not only as sisters, not only 
as nurses but as nuns and servants. You can 
see that. Is there any complaint from their 
parents ? I* there any complaint from the 
girls themselves ? I* there any complaint that 
m inor girls are sent from here ? If it is there, 
it should be looked into.

About Father Puthenpura and the Nir- 
mala Institute, I also remember that in 1970 
hU name was mentioned here, and now, in 
hit statement, the Minister says that there 
vyu £ surplus amount and it was used for 
charitable purpose*. I should say it must be 
looked into again, because there should not 
be any cloud about this issue. Going abroad 
is all right ; they have that freedom ; but if 
there is any trading and profiteering or black

m arketing involved in this, it should be looked 
into, and if  they have made any profit on 
it, and if  it is channelised and credited to the 
charitable institutions, I do not think it is 
correct. So, that issue should be again gone 
into. I appeal to the hon. Members and to 
the Government that these things should not 
be channelised into an anti-Christian campaign 
or a tirade. In the context of present-day India, 
anti-M uslim, anti-H indu or anti-Christian and 
such communal propaganda should not be 
perm itted in this land on any issue. So, you 
must be extra-careful. As a  M em ber from 
Kerala, I should like to point that out, and I 
seek an explanation from the Minister.

SH R I SWARAN SIN GH  : I have noted 
with satisfaction some comments made by the 
hon. Member. O n the spec Be points about 
which he has asked for information, I may be 
perm itted to give b rief replies.

i' irst of all, 1 would like to clarify that 
no minor girl is allowed to go out. The 
minimum age is l ‘> yrars, and before pass
port facilities are granted, every care is taken 
to ensure that the girl is not a  minor. The 
minimum age for this is 19 years.

About the second query raised by the hon. 
Member, there lias been no complaint from 
the girls or from their parents.

SI IK I U A L  BIHAR I VAJPAYEE : 
W hat about the girls who have come back ?

SH R I SWARAN SIX G II : As I have 
said, out of 1700 girls, 15 in one category—  
I have given the mimbers-and 40 in the either 
category have come back. The investigations 
show that they are generally misfits there, in 
the sense that they were not perhaps prepared 
for the rigorous life obtaining there. There
fore, they camc back. This type o f wastage 
of people who give up their profession even 
in our own country is not unknown. M any 
people are recruited for some such avocations 
and then there is wastage. They find th a t the 
work is either too stringent or is not to their 
liking, and they leave it. There is nothing 
unusual in this.

About profiteering and black-marketing, 
wc have made enquiries, and to be fair to 
them, I must say categorically that there is 
no evidence at all. What is happening there is, 
the sponsoring societies which again are reli-
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[Shri Swaran Singh] 

gious or charitable institutions in Europe, 
have been sending money liberally, and th r 
understanding is th a t they have* a sort of 
reliance upon the Indian people who are 
undertaking tha t recruitm ent and preliminary 
training. T he inv estigations show that w hat
ever is the expenditure is booked as expen
diture, and whatever remains, then on the 
authority from the institutions that sent the 
money, it is used for other charitable purposes. 
Thei< is nothing wrong in this

M R . SPEAKER : Shri Duichowdhury - 
absent ; Shri Indrajit G upta -  absent.

12. 20 hrs.

R E . ST R IK E  IN  SWADESHI G O T ! ON 
M ILLS AND J .  K, G D I T O  \  AND SHINN

IN G  M ILLS, KANPUR

t o  •••

m m  nsfew r: a m  z*  m  m  s r  
I ,  *pht stft S’ i tfr ^ t r t
& facFTT 3TTT ^ R :T  <ETZn?T 1T3FTT 

|  I 3TTT W> #
*ft fflfFT §toT i f f a  w
f t  wpt) ^ r f^ r  i

: a rn  r^rr? 
^  t  ?ft #  STFfT g i

«C«W : 3TPT |  '7T
^  ^ tt |  f* ^ f t te  OTfr i

SH R I S. M. BANERJEE : You are aware 
that nearly 13,000 textile workers working in 
Swadeshi Cotton Mills and J .  K. Cotton and 
Spinning Mills in K anpur are ori general strike 
sin<r the 28th o f this month. They demand 
implementation o f the Khadilkai formula cm 
borujs. As previously pointed out, these 
workfis demanded implementation o f the 
Khadilkai formula because they were paid 
only 4 pci cent bonus actording to the Bonus 
Act. rlh e  remaining 4.33 per <ent was not 
paut, although all the unions unanimously 
agrrrd  to trra t this amount as ad \.tn re , sub
ject to  recovery in caw th** arbitrator—whe
ther M r. R, K . Khadilkar, the Union Labour

M inister or anyone else— gives his award aga
inst the workers. T he State Labour M inister 
M r, G. D. Bajpai had  no objection to refer 
the m atter to M r. K hadilkar and the workers, 
union also agreed to this. T he employers in 
all fairness should now pay 3.33 per cent as 
advance to the workers working in these two 
textile mills on a fair understanding tha t if  
Mr. K hadilkar pronounces his judgem ent 
against the workers then this money will be 
recovered As there is no risk involved in it 
I should urge upon the Union Labour Minis
ter to kindly make a statement so that the 
workrih may rccon&id^r their decision and a 
negotiated settlement can be reached. In  
consultation with the State Minister h<* should 
direct the employers to pay 4.33 per rent to 
the workers as advance, subject to recovery. 
I should hke to assure him on behalf of the 
emplovf-rs that thev will abide his decision.

T H E  M IN IS T E R  o r LABOUR AND 
REH A B ILITA TIO N  (SH RI R, K. K H A D IL 
KAR) : In  this connection, I should like to 
say that trade union leaders, the employers 
and the State Government have been in touch 
with me lately on tin » issue of the implemen
tation o f the ad hoc formula for the payment 
oi advance* m th r Swadet>hi Cotton Mills 
Limited and the J .  K. Cotton Mills Limited 
in K anpur, which has led to the present strike. 
I, on my part, have been trying to lee how 
best tins m alter can be resolved quickly in the 
interest o f industrial production and peace.

I have been given to understand—I am 
glad to nay—that the worker* are prepared to 
call off the strike if  this issue is referred to 
the Chief Labour Commissioner (Central) for 
a settlement. In the circumstances I would 
app'Ml to the workers to call off the strike 
immediately so th a t the Chief Labour Commi
ssioner (Central) can enter into discussions 
with the parlies for promoting a  settlement.

I am glad that Mr. Banerjee has rawed 
this issue on the floor of the House. T he 
Labour Minister of U. P. as well as the em
ployers were in touch with me. T he  sugges
tion of assuming responsibility for arbitration 
by me is out o f question. I  discussed it with 
them and they have said that whatever is the 
decision of the C hief Labour Commissioner 
(Central), tha t will be binding. So, I  should 
appeal to M r. Banerjee and through him to 
the workers th a t they should call off the


