LOK SABHA DEBATES

LOK SABHA

Tuesday, May 2, 1972/ Vaisakha 12,
1894 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the Clock.

MR. SPLAKER in the Chair]

OBRITUARY REFERENCE

MR. SPEAKER : I have to inform the
House of the sad and untimely demise of Shri
Kamalnayan Bajaj who passed away at
Ahmedabad on the last May 1972 at the age
of 57.

Shri Bajaj was a member of Second, Third
and Fourth Lok Sabha duting the years 1957~
70 representing Wardha coasutuency, A dis-
tinguished son of an illustrious father, Scth
Tamnalal Bajaj, his early period was  spenat
under the guidance and inspiration of Gandhiii
ungd other ficedom fighters,  Those of us who
sat with him in this louse know how quiet,
gentle and affable he was. An able parlia-
mentarian, he used to {ake active part in the
proceedings of the House, particularly on edu-
cational, culture and industrial problems. He
had suffered imprisonment for participating in
the freedom struggle and had also helped the
freedom movement in various ways., Coming
of a noted industrialist family he was a phi-
lanthropist and was associated with a number
of souial and educational institutions.

We deeply mourn the loss of this friend
and I am sure the House will join me in con-
veying our condolences to the bereaved

family.

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER OF
ATOMIC ENERGY, MINISTER OF ELEC-
TRONICS, MINISTER OF HOME
AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF INFOR-
MATION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI-
MATI INDIRA GANDHI) : Sir, we share
the sentiments which you have expressed. The
news of Shri Kamalnayan Bajaj's sudden

death has come as a great shock to us all.

My family came in close contact with his
father, Seth Jamnalal Bajaj, through Mahatma
Gandhi in the early twenties. Since then
I have known Kamalnayanji as well as other
members of his family. For some time, we
were at the same school in bombay.

Kamalnayanji took 2 prominent part in
the nationalist movement even in his student
years and had a deep interest in politics. 1In
post-independent India, following in his father's
footsteps, he held positions in the Congress
Party, At the same time, through his astu-
teness and acumen he rose in the world of
business. He was connected with many
organisations and had a large number of
friends all over India and abroad.

A familiar figure has departed from our
public life and he will be greatly missed,
Would you please convey our decp sorrow, sym-
pathy and condolences to all members of the
bercaved family 7 May I say a special word
for his old mother Shrimati Janki Devi for
whom this must be an cspecially grievous
blow ?

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA
(Serampore) : I share the sentiments expres-
sed by you and the Leader of the House and
request you to convey our sorrow and con-
dolences to the bereaved family of the late
Shri Kamalnayan Bajaj.
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SHRI G. VISWANATHAN (Wandiwash) :
In the demise of Mr. Kamalnayan Bajaj we
have lost not only a leading industrialist and
philanthropist but also a freedom fighter and
a close associate of Gandhiji. On behalf of
our party we requcst you to convey our condo-
lences to the bereaved family.
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PROF. S. L. SAKSENA (Maharajganj) :
Mr. Speaker, I had the privilege of knowing
Shri Kamalnayan Bajaj from childhood. At
the age of eighteen he was arrested in the free-
dom myvement aind we were togsther in the
Hardoi jail. Hs was a boy of cighteen and
he was put in a solitary cell. We were together
there for about thiee months ; thereafter we
remaiaed friends all our fife.

In 1942 on 14th July I was in Wardha
when the Quit India Resolution was passed in
the Congress Working Committee. His mother
Shrimati Janaki Devi was: there ; so was he
and Bapuji was drafting the resolution on that
day. A scorpion stung me that day, and alil
night I was nursed by his mother and him.
He was a gentle and amiable person. He
was a big industrialist with a big mill in the
heart of my State and was a great philanthrop-
ist, but not the least proud of his richness or
property. He was very generous in aiding
the poor,

When I learnt of his death in the morning
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papers today I was greatly shocked. I only wish
that he had lived long. He was young and
serving the country. I wish to associate my-
self with the sentiments expressed in the House
and request you to send our condolences to
his mother and sister.

SHRI PILOO MODY (Godhra) : Sir, I
would like to associate myself and my party
with the sentiments expressed in the House.
Mr. Bajaj, apart from being a colleague of
ours in Parliament in the last Lok Sabha, has
been a personal friend of mine for some years.
I have always enjoyed the banter we used to
constantly indulge in, never agreeing on any
subject at ali. I must admit that in all the
moments we have had together, there was
always considerable laughter and give and
take. Therefore, I would like to associate
myself with all that has been said about him,
We know that he and his family have played
a very useful role in the liberation struggle
of our country. I would like you on my be-
half and on behalf of my party to convey to
his famliy our sincere sorrow at his very in-
opportune passing away.

SHRIMATI M. GODFREY (Nominated-
Anglo-Indians) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would
like to associate myself with all the sentiments
expressed by the Leader of the House and
others in the House. I would like you to
convey to the bereaved family our heart-felt
condolences at the sudden demise of Mr.
Bajaj.
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MR. SPEAKER : We will stand in silence
for a while to express our sorrow.

The Mcmbers then stood in silence for
a short while,

MR, SPEAKER : Before we take up
Questions, 1 would like to inform the Housc
that there will be no lunch hour on Wednes-
day and Thursday. Of course there will be
lunch hour today. Next week, on Tuesday
and Wednesday there will be no lunch hour.

Now, we will take up Questions.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Percentage of Missing Coal Wagons
*646. SHRI ANNASAHEB GOT-

KHINDE : Will thc Minister of RAILWAYS
be pleased to state :

(a) whether the percentage of missing
coal wagons to the total number of wagons
booked continues to be high on the Railways,
even after the introduction of the new proce-
dure of machine linking since August, 1966 ;
and

(b)

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
K. HANUMANTHAIYA) : (a) Yes Sir,

b O

if so0, the reasons therefor ?

Inaccurate and incomplete pre-
paration of initial documents.
(2) diversions and interceptions of
coal wagons, and

(3) errors in coding and punching
of documents.

SHRI ANNASAHEB GOTKHINDE : The
position is quite different from what the hon.
Minister has stated. Some six years ago it
was stated that there was heavy incidence of
missing and unconnected coal wagons and it
was stated before the Public Acconnts Com-
mittee that the position was expected to im-
prove with the introduction of the new pro-
cedure of machine linking. Even though
that procedure was introduced in 1966, still
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there is no improvement. The position con-
tinues to remain the same. May 1 know what
was the amount of expenditure incurred for
the introduction of the mechanised procedure
and what was the number of missing and un-
connected coal wagons ?

MR. SPEAKER : Substitute for the
missing link,
SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA The

hon Member has said that the position re-
mains the same.  With my knowledge I may
say that it has worsened during the last seven
years. The dcterioration on this side is start-
fing I am very happy that the hon. Member
has taken intcrest in this subject and put a
question. The petcentage of missing wagons
has gone upto 3! per cent on some Railways.
There is alarmng deterioration in  this aspect
of railway administiation. We are taking
various steps lor the last two or thice months,
1 have appointed two work-study teams to
trace the missing wagons and to rectify the
procedure 1o see that such missings do not
take place. 1 had also appuinted thiough the
Fmancial Commissioner another study Team
for coal accounting system and that rcport is
rcady. Only today we discussed this subject
in the Board and have decided to appoint a
sub-commuttee with the Deputy Minister as the
Chairman and the conceined members of the
Railway Board as members to go into the
whole matter expedittiously and make recom-
mendations so that they can be implemented
and the deficiencics remedied.

SHRI ANNASAHLB GOTKHINDE :
My particular guestion has not been answered,
What is the expenditure that was incurred for
the introduction of the mechanised procedure,
which was intended to obviate these difficul-
tics ? Secondly, what was the cost of the coal
that was transported through these missing
and unconnected coal wagons ?

SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA : I have
not with me the information about the exact
amount of money involved for the hire of the
computers. It is not really question of miss-
ing wagons as such, It is a question of mis-
directions or mis-delivery and not being able
to verify the despatch and receipts.
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