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MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Mem-
ber may continue next time.

HALF-AN-HOUR DISCUSSION

AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION IN ORDER
10 LOWER THE VOTING AGE

MR. CHAIRMAN: We now talc
up the Half-an-hour Discussion.

Shrr C. K. Chandiappan.

The spirit of what you ate gomng to
say was cdiscussed earler. So, you
he brief.

‘SHRI § M. BANERJEE (Kanpur).
Qur contention 1s that they might ac-
e pt at,

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE

(Gwalior - An ally of the ruling
parcty!
‘SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN

(Tetucheriy) Befoie gomng nto the
Aetuils of the matier, I would make
« tequest to the hon Muuster not to
fdive another evaswve reply to this
guestion because 1n August 1872 1
myself had rased this question 1n the
House by way of Half-An-Hour Dis-
cussion. As it 1s known to you,
half-an-hour discussions are raised
when Ministers give evasive answers
To a question whether there was any
proposal before the Government to
reduce the voting age, the Minister
had answered that such proposals
were under consideration, and when
an half-an-hour discussion was rais-
ed, again the hon. Minister Zive the
same reply, a very brief but the same
reply. But I would like to tell him
that, in 1971, when his party faced
the electorate in this country, they
had made a promise that they would
reduce the voting age to 18. You
may vemember, in 1967 when his
party h.d been reduced to a minority
in nine States in the country, analys-
ing the eleclion results the Prime
Minister, Shrimati Indira Gandhi,
said that one of the several reasons
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for the defeat of the Congress was
the disenchantment of young people
and they would try to do

to rectily this. In 1971 tbey got, as
they always put it, the massive sup-
port of the young people. And those
young people who supported them
naturally expected that they would
be given a right to have a say in the
future of the country. But that has
been denied.

To reject one of the arguments put
iorward by Mr. Vajpayee, the hon.
Minister had quoted the recommen-
dation of a Joint Committee on
amendments to Election Commission.
He had quoted the recommendation to
1eject Mr. Vajpayee's proposal. But
the same Committee has recommend-
ed*

‘Having considered  both  the
above viewpoints, the Committee
deaided that the voting age should
be reduced from 21 to 18 years”

The Comnuttece, therefore, recom-
mended that article 326 of the Consti-
tution might be amended according-
Jy I would just ask lum whether he
1s ready {o accept that proposal of
the Committee, because that Com-
mittee s recommendation was cited as
something holy to reject Mr. Va)-
payee's proposal.

Then the pelitions Committee of
the Fourth Lok Sabha also had re-
commended that voting right should
he gven at the age of 18

I had been hearing the discussion
which was taking place in the House
on Mr. Vajpayee's Resolufion when
this point was also raised. Several
members said that something very
dangerous would happen if people
were allowed to vote at the age of 18.
It has been said that they are stu-
dents at that age, they will not be
able 1o study and all that. My hon.
friend, Mr. Daga, hag pointed out that
at the age of 18.they are students
and their studies would be affected.
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What is the percentage of such stu-
dents in the country? It is very
smaitl. Even atter 25 years of in-
dependence, most of the people do not
have the fortune of being in the
scnools upto the age of 18. So, don’t
worry about the students. The ques-
tion today is whether you are going
to accept certain realities which have
been accepted more or less the world
over. That is, the young people to-
day want a greater say. They want
to have a greater say on all matters,
they want to have a direct partici-
paticn and they do not want any more
to be treated in a patronising man-
ner. And when {-e¢ Government say
that young peoplc aie behaving in an
irresponsible manner this is one of
the ways by which you can share
your responsibility with the young
people. You can take them into con-
fidence ard vou can give them cer-
tain right ang you have also to ac-
cept the fact that in the present age,
due to {:chnological developmerﬁs.
due to spread of mass media. commut-
nications, ete., the voung peonle today
are 1ot like the young people of the
olden days; they are more enlighten-
ed, more cducated, more conscious of
their right and they want that their
right should be accepted.

1 will not make a long speech. We
often cite the example of Britain, the
Mother of Parliaments] In  Britain
two elections were held. that is.
the recent election and the election
before, on the basis of i8-year voting
right. In the United States 18-vear
voting right has been granted. Our
two neighbours, Bangladesh (where
conditions are more or less similar to
ours), and Ceylon have granted 18-
vear voting right.

I want a categorical answer from
the hon. Minister., He was whisper-
ing to me that more or less the same
answer I will get. I want to tell you
of one thing. If you are today deny-
ing it, it is not like the denial of
1972. ‘There is a different context
and menning. Now the Election

Lowering voting 370
(HAH Dis.)

Commission is in the midst of delimi-
tation. They have appointeq Com-
miitees and work is going on. If
your intention is not to bluff young
people, if your intention is that you
will consider and do something, this
is the time for you to grant voting
rights. If you want it after a year
or so, it is not practical for you to
implement it in 1976. So, I will take
it, if he denies now or if he says, it
is under  consideration, or many
things are to be discussed, I would
beg to submit to him, that it is not
as an academic matter that I am
raising this thing. If you say like
that, you should remember, by that
statement you are completing the
betrayal of the young people which
vou have been doing for the last few
years. I think it will not be pardon-
ed and I would like to strike a note
of warning, that there is goino to be
a very powerful united movement of
the wvoung people in this country
ich will be massive, which will be
miiliteat, they will adopt  whichever
couise they may like for achieving
this right before the 1976 elections.

So. taking all these into account.
I would request the hon. Minister to
say ‘ves’ or ‘no’; let us be quite clear
about it.

Y A7 T I (qAY) ¢ ANt
IR, 4FF TANTT F FTENATET grar
F A ag =y &1 faamdar 2T g 0 S
T AT FT FBE FHAT T T FT Al 8
[T AT FAUA 7 Iq HT (L T
ZrdT &1 Fiforwr &7 F, Qv AT 3qF A
geT 99T &, 39 & fagw ¥ A ara
ITET F, orq 2 A7 q=eT E, Agrarsa
A | TEBT 2T WIY FF Sifow, FEF ar
FfOFTT g8 JIT @7 | 7 OET 2 H
e fF g ®g 1 aT B TRT T ] |
AT 7AT FT 37 AT gfTar F A A0
Fed f&F WY JIFTET FT QT IIBE
Fa & o< (Fardl Awasa § faean
AAT AT & AR AT FY feATaay AT
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Ry § S¥ @ Y W Wy (A
X 1 A e g aw }, AR
o9 AOF fagrayagum W Smad |
WSBTERT A9 ¥% 7 fFgw wx 2
Fe ¥ A | W AT FET

gl w@iag . vy oY, =g AN
WoF AR FT HATT T3 A A& X
0T 7% g fF afe o q7% q97 § wdf
FHT 189 ¥ IW A W & ferd gafA
D awar?, afr g MY TR 189
T I F ot & wrar P wA
% tfoz &, a7 w7 g WA &
ara ? Mo ATTA KA T W HgaTs ?

fala :ma wiv wigdt wd wmag
# Tra WAy (s sifae fag Sled) .
aaaf qEET 79 § T 9T TR
AA T FEY T 0F qAABIA
FIWAT G FTATATEATE | IR A
771 & 5 d-fafrewm sdtam sy w10
T T & AT 9 07T AFGLE WA WAraq
&1 wgwr foig ¢ 9oy wifgn waifs
FrErzandre w1 O-fafRam at mra.
81 WA X AR WATHEA pATAT 1976
& QT T weadY VN A @Y g AT
¥y w1 9re & fr Afafeeoy g
a@r g7 fedw 9@y s@r 7 afew 78
FARET T AFETY ) e Wt Efafe-
TAXAYA TV T AtE R AR aAr
Famars 39 ¥ W Dfefazm g ag
QTR ATHEAT F HTHTCIT g0 | 99
7 Qs oY @0 av A @A 32 Y@
5T 5o & wAW 3124 faez &7 fF arev
w7 1 39 Ffan Az ¥y T 0w
sgaEYT ¥7 & | ey 9% 2YaT ar e d
9g#Y Srat gEY a1 v, famderg <
qTETY A f e aars awy it
e gmE  aw ¥ qEe S
oY rier agelt qaTs Wi age faawa
%1 frema 8z Rl fow & gracqT
v AteA foree arelt amnly | oY s
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T A T qg hamr foar ar wror Y
39 @Ay are fomm aY foar &t
I & 12 7 9 WY ggAT v 5 €I
¥ oAt 99§ A aT /R
gfaal # gfeadd g s o 9w &
7% Y AT g1 A FEY wrare g% gl
zafed 3q faar & S.9¢ w18 w9 § qagy
w@ar fiw @ § 5 HfefRw O
¥ T2 we w7 fAeiy faw Ay ag
arT A e aveir

wE W am 3¢ fr wmaw cw
R A MrEqArFI@IE 7 TwATT
[T ¥ ¥ agdr oY 9 § g7 97 W
g 1972 A wrd 9 AT W) Yy
qr g2y affeafe s v v adv &
o7 A 1 979 FEY 99 1 § faege wrwn
g YT FTETE AT T AT AT F ww
[T qTAANG FRNT T FgT IT 94 B
% i Fr § AR fena s @
OF FIH AT T | I HX FEAT T
: aY 3® wfeamar &Y ¢ SAEY B
Fear qgar § | faar 91 #) g fa wrf
F AT FTAAT BIE THAART FY 177 7HY

4

T 1T AET T A9T WY FEr
fs $8 W F T 9T W AR WA
¥ 18T FT I H AW T AT A T
wfuscefear g 1ag N = § fx a0
o WIT qo QWo Do AW T MTE 11
T AE w1 A %A 5 Qo Fo W Jo
q¥e To ¥ 100 W F1% g wiuwT
oY | W7 3 WA 9T W qg @
%% aFy fF g7 W 100 a9 aw T{
afer g #1 &% qwT 9877 | Qo Wo
I 42 w23y Y ard o€ O 1965 W
Ty oAy fowifw & 99 & I
wfirFd FEwiE X 1968 ¥ fopwdoe
N ITHFARYe Fo X 18AMA AT
A1EY ¥y A ¥4 & wiawre fagr ar )
ﬂﬂﬂf‘n‘ﬂ‘rq\oQHOQUﬁﬂtlm
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qtuarsg A st i gan
w1 W a| wradlt fom fY e
sr g wg wr A ¥ A ww
w71 A & § gwaw a1 farane
®< & 39 & Frchaar fer oy

B ey ww ygF wIw A
§ ¥ xa wiawr AY wrAaT g R syfe-
e A9 A ggAa g e Qur @mn
1fgd | X HY Gt weT fE wleamar
el omas 39 N gw T & fEw
Y |

anfa vgRa . wfearaar g s i
7 ¢ 7 wmAr av srEgfer ?

it Afeer fog e 2 ot 7dr
FEAT A1z § fe fadd mifefew
326 %Y URT FTT 7247 | AT I I
W oAE ¥ WY & fad W wn sl
grIT ag 2RAr

SHRI C. K CHANDRAPPAN We
can understand that 1if the hon.
Minmister will fell us that the difficulties
which the Government is facing now
will be overcome before 1976.

GIPND-—1~-3758 LS--978.

Lowring voting
(HAH Dis.)

SHRI NITIRAJ SINGH CHAU-
DHARY: As I have already said,
the hon Member had expressed a
doubt that if a decision were taken
later after the delimitation .
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SHRI C K CHANDRAPPAN: 1
am convinced of that point So, let
him not repeat 1t Will he take a
decision before 19767 That is my
sumple question

SHRI NITIRAJ SINGH CHAU-
DHARY It would not be proper
for me to make that commitment, but
I say that Government are actively
considering this matter and a decision
would be taken as soon as the diffi-
culties are solved.

MR CHAIRMAN: So, he says that
1t 15 capable of being taken before?
18.30 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till
Eleven of the Clock on Monday,
March 18, 1874/Phalguna 27, 1895
(Saka)



