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industrial relations have become extremely 
bad now. I would request the hon. Minis* 
ster to kindly tackle the situation more care-
fully, because it is a very sensitive issue. 
All those workers had given of their best, 
worked round the clock and produced the 
Vijayanta tank which has become the envy 
of other countries. Todav, there is a lock-
out there. The present general manager of 
that factory, without controlling the factory 
tactfully or skilfully wants to take recourse 
to the DIR, dismissal, charge-sheets and 
lock-cut.

1 would request the Minister of Defence 
Production and also the hon. Minister of 
Defence to kmoly call a meeting of the 
representatives of the employees as well as 
the management here. I assure him, on 
behalf of the Federation, of our co-opera- 
non. Last time he had co-operated and it 
was lifted Last tune, we co-operaud and 
the work was resumed. 1 still assure the 
hon. Minister of our co-operation. But 
under no circumstances shall we tolerate 
this kind of situation. When the bon. 
Mimsttr can talk to the worker nicely, why 
should the general manager not talk nicely ? 
After all, there is something basically wrong. 
In ihe larger interests of labour-management 
relations and in ttie interests of production of 
this wonderful tank to meet the defence 
needs, I would request the hon. Minister to 
make a statement here and now that the 
lock-out will be lifted and work will be 
resumed.

THE MINISTER OF STATE (DEFENCE 
PRODUCTION) IN IH E  MINISTRY OF 
DEFENEE (SHRI VIDYA CHARAN 
SH UKLA): 1 am very sorry that this situ* 
ation has developed in this manner in our 
tank factory. As the hon. Member himself 
has pointed out, extensive discussions wore 
held in my room about a month back, at 
which we bad reached an amicable under-
standing about the working of the factory 
as well as the relationship between the 
employer and the employees. Now, in this 
trouble which has again arisen, 1 must say 
that most of the workers have stayed loyal 
and they are working fully and co-opetaiing 
with the management. I must thank them 
for their devotion to duty and the work that 
they are doing in the tank factory. A 
•mall section of workers are creating some 
difficulties there in that factory, because of 
which even the loyal workers find it very 
difficult to keep on working. Th>4U^arfty

of the workers do wish to continue to work, 
because the demands that were raised were 
discussed and the workers* representatives 
who actually led them in the factory under-
stood it very well that they Pay Commission’s 
report had to come and it was only on the 
basis of that report that the rest of the grie-
vances of the workers could be looked into 
and not before that. This was accepted 
th ere  were certain other small problems 
which were also satisfactorily settled.

Gen Kini, who is the general manager, 
as Shri S M. Banerjee himself has stated, 
did start a  dialogue with the workers* rep-
resentatives, but something seems to have 
gone wrong somewhere which we are trying 
to discover. We have actually requested the 
State Government of Tamil Nadu to send 
us a report. We are awaiting that report 
from them. We have also asked the gene-
ral manager to send us his report. We have 
received reports from him from time to time, 
telex messages and others, but we have 
asked for a detailed report, which we expect 
to receive very soon. I can give this assu-
rance to Shri S M. Banerjee and the House, 
this morning, I received a telegram from Shri 
M. Kalyanasundaram who was present there 
in those . negotiations that I had with the 
workers that he wanted to come here with 
some representatives to discuss this matter; 
1 have sent him the message that he is most 
welcome and he should come here immedia-
tely. As a matter of fact, I had asked for 
him two days back, but unfortunately he 
was not piesent in Madras; otherwise, we 
would have talked about it earlier. I hope 
that as soon as those representatives come 
here, we would have talks about it, and 
whatever misunderstandings are there would 
be removed.

I would repeat that the workers of the 
tank factory are not only very hardworking, 
loyal and nationalist but have been doing 
their beat to aee that the factory production 
is not disrupted. It ia only a small, unruly 
element which is creating trouble, and with 
the co-opcration of responsible leaders, 
workers and of the State Government and 
with our own basic attitude of being helpful 
to the workers, we,hope conditions in the 
factory will come back to normal very soon.


