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Clock

[Mr.  Speaker in the Chair]

CONGRATULATION ON SUCCESS
FUL LAUNCHING OF INDIAN 

SATELLITE

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE (Kanpur) : 
Sir, 1 would request you to congratulate our 
scientists for the successful launching of our 
Satellite < Aryabhata’.

SHRI PILOO MODI (Godhra) : I 
second it.

MR. SPEAKER : We congratulate all 
our scientists. The Prime Minister will 
make a statement at 5.30 p.m.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Complaint* about Certification ofieeds

*7 t 1. SHRI PURUSHOTTAM KAK- 
ODKAR+ :

SHRI D. D. DESAI :

WiH the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to state :

(a) whether any complaints have been 
received from the farmers about certifica
tion of seeds; and

(b) if so, action taken in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE & 
IRRIGATION (SHRI ANNASAHEB P. 
SHINDE) : (a) & (b) A statement is 
laid on the Table of the House.

(a)  and (b) Some  complaints  have 
been received about the quality of certi
fied seeds sold in Maharashtra in Kharif
1974. The State Government reported 
that, on ft detailed investigation, it has 
been found that the quality of the seeds 
was not in fact substandard and the poor 
geimination in many instances was on 
account of adverse agro-cliraatic conditions* 
However, in one case, in regard to sale of 
Hybrid jowar, containing admixtures, it

had been found that the seeds were not 
according to the standards and a further 
investigation is being undertaken into this 
case.

SHRI  PURUSHOTTAM  KAKOD- 
KAR : I want to know from the Minister 
whether the complaints are only from one 
compact area or different areas of Maha
rashtra and which are those areas ? I also 
want to know whether the complaints 
have been ieceived only from Maharash
tra or from some other States also? If so, 
which are those States?

SHRI ANNASAHEB  P. SHINDE : 
We had repeated this question to all the 
State Governments. Unfortunately, we 
did not receive replies from other State 
Governments except Maharashtra.  Ma
harashtra Government has mentioned that 
there are some complaints against seeds 
which were supplied to the various parts 
of Maharashtra both by Maharashtra 
Government and some other agencies.

SHRI PURUSHOTTAM  KAKOD- 
KAR : In that case, i.e. if complaints have 
been deceived from different areas within 
a Skate, there must be some discrepancy. 
Anyway, may I know whether there 
is a Central sector scheme for Rs. xao 
crores for the seed industry? Is it with 
the objective not to leave any room for 
dis&epancies in distribution of good quality 
seeds to the farmers?

SHRI  ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE :
I appreciate the concern of the hon. 
Member because seed is the basis of our 
agricultural development; and unless qua* 
lity seed, with all its sound, technical 
quality is available, agriculture Would 
not come up. Therefore, a very big 
programme of development of seed in
dustry has been taken up. Even World 
Bank loans are being made available to 
certain State Government development 
corporations. We are aware of the weak
nesses ir the whole programme. We 
are trying to plug the holes.

SHRI D. D. DESAI : The important# 
of good seeds has been mentioned by the 
hon. Minister; and a lot of compwint* 
have been received about the National Seed* 
Corporation and its certification. I» there 
already some move on the part of the


