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APPROVAL OF PRESS COUNCIL 
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PRESS COUNCIL AND (AMEND-

MENT) BILL
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“This* House d isapproves o£ th e  
Press C ouncil (A m endm ent) O r-
dinance, 1974 (O rd inance No 3 of 
1974) p rom ulgated  fcy The P re s i-
d en t on th e  28th Ju n e , 1974”

9TW  *r ^rwrr^r *ft 
*§* f t  *tTf*R' $ I ^
TOfasr 3R *jrr «rr

»t ?»t % ^nff % m* *r 4  f  ® 
^s-*rr i ssrto , «rwi m r

*t fa  <T WTt grr sftftfFSI
sfawrc * rm £  qTrvrfara ? m  sm 

^RRT^ ?Tr̂  *TgV r̂^TT m 
*I5V ̂ Far̂ SlcfT g?rT if <TS W&ftP I 

fa*T?T $ 9  *r?XT IT *T *apT*W 
T* *f t ?7t t  *r *rTT*r®i * r  ^  % i
f w r r r  i r ^ * T r s ? r f l > T  sraw *r m  Sp
t o u t  |  3i srasrr * p w  fcntaft 
m t w r  ® m  £, ^  * r r^ m  % *rr 
% %?s % r

^  «Tffr|T % «Et «W*fV « ô T
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“Hind Saraachar was sanctioned 

an electric connection ior 9.528 KW 
by the Punjab State Electucity 
Boaid since 1969.

On 7th April, 1971, a requisition 
for an increase of 26 920 KW Jo&d 
was made to the State Electricity 
Board for running a new Web 
Offset Rotary machine imported 
from U.S.A. A security of R*. 640 
as demanded by the Board in res‘ 
pect of the above requisition was 
deposited and an agreement duly 
executed w this behalf was also 
tendered. The above increase ot 
load was sanctioned by the cha r̂'
man, Punjab SUte Blectnaty
Board.. . . ”
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"On 18th May, 1973, we applied 
for further extension of 25.420 KW 
electric load vide our requisition 
dated 18th May, 1973. A further sum 
of Rs. 520 was deposited as security 
and the agreement duly executed 
was tendered in this behalf .... '' 

"On 8th August, 1973, we receiv­
cited a letter from the S.D.O. ElEtc­
rity, Civil Lines, Jullundur with 
reference to our above application 
that the load checked at site was 
74.600 KW and directed us to apply 
for further extension to regularise 
the existing load of 74.600KW .... " 
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DEPUTY -SPEAKER: All 
these come ·within the Press Council? 
Song and Drama Division also? 
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MR. DEPUTY -SPEAKER: I am 
not preventing him. Under the rules, 
you have your half an hour, the sta­
tutorily allotted half an hour. You 
can say anything you want. 
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.. 
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MR. DEPUTY - SPEAKER: If ob-
jection can be taken lo Confucius of
3,000 years, why cannot objection be 
taken to Hamlet of 300 years?
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MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Resolu-

tion moved:

“This Hou^e disapproves of the 
Pi ess Council (Amendment) Ordi-
nance 1974 (.Ordinance No. 3 of 
1974) promulgated by the President 
on the 28th June, J974**.

THE DEPOT? MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY O r INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING (SHRI DHARAM 
BIR SINHA). I move*:

“That the Bill further to amend 
the Press Council Act of 1965, as 
passed by Rajya Sabha, be taken 
into consideration ”
As the hem. Member, Shri Madhu 

Limaye himself says, the Bill has a 
very limitttd object, that is, to extend 
the life of the Press Council till the 
31st of December, 1974. The House is 
aware that a committee consisting of 
Members of Parliament is going 
through the consideration of at the 
moment, the nominating processes and 
the various aspects of the Press Coun-
cil. At the moment I would like to 
confine my remarks only to this and 
later, when the tltae comes. I will 
respond to the various speeches to be 
made.

•Moved with the reco nmendation of the President
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Motion 
moved: 

"That the Bill further to amE:nd 
tne Press Council Act of 1965, as 
passed by Rajya Sabha, be taken 
into consideration.'' 

SHRI SAROJ MUKHERJEE (Kat­
wa): There is notliing to object to in 
this Bill as such. rt seeks to extend 
the tenure of the Chairman of the 
Council and the Members of the 
Council upto 'the last day of 1974 be­
cause the Parliamentary Committee 
set up to find out the ways and 
means for the selection of the Chair­
man of tli:e Council and Members llas 
not yElt completed its deliberations 
and sent its recommendations .... 

MR. DEPUTY -SPEAKER: It looks 
the Members of Parliament are very 
slow in their work. 

SHRI SAROJ MUKHERJEE: How­
ever, the Press Council of India is 
responsible for the freedom of press 
in our country. Therefore, the Press 
Council of India and the concerned 
Ministry's performances have to be 
analysed here during discussion on 
this Bill. 

To-day, in India we find freedom of 
the press being suppressEtd . . .. 

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE 
(Burdwan) : Every minute. 

SHRI SAROJ MUKHERJEE: 
though their leader. Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru said in 1950, "I would rather 
have a completely free press with· 
the dangers of misuse than a suppres­
sed and regulated press." Now, our 
government. followers of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, are flouting their 
leaders advice and they are not only 
suppressing the freedom of the press 
but the safety of the journalists is in 
danger to-day. Nowhere in the 
world and in no country in the world 
the lives of journalists arP. in danger 
as in India of to-day. Not only har­
assment and other th'ings but the 
journalists are being killed by the 

officials in league wfth the goondas. 
Besiaes the case of 'Searchlight' and 
'Pradeep' in Bihar. all of us know the 
case of gruesome murder of the 
.Tarru;hedpur journalist-editor who was 
killed 'early this month because he 
wanted to find out and disdose th€\ 
links of the officials with the smug­
glers' in the Jaduguda uranium smug­
gling case and he was brutally mur­
dered and even the tongue of his wife 
was chopped off. 'Your heads should 
hang in shame. 

Our Minister here and the Press 
Council of India cannot ddfend our 
journalists. Nowhere in the world 
journalists are torfured as in India. 
In the democratic countries of the 
world or in the socialists countries 
the press and the journalists are held 
in high esteem. They are respected 
by the parties by the society and by 
th€1 Government. But here in this 
country they are being brutally tor­
tured. Sometime ago the Times of

India Correspondent, Mr. B. D. Gupta, 
was arrested and harassed like any­
thing becaus·e he exposed link of the 
high officials wnh police atrocities 
against Harijans in U.P. In U.P. there 
are other cases as in Banda district 
where the editor and printer · of a local 
fortnightly has been hounded out of 
Banda by the police because they 
nrinted two special issues criticising 
oolice atrocities in the dictrict. This 
is the fate of our journalists in India. 
Can any Minister, can any leader of 
the ruling Party imal!ine how much 
freedom journalists or the U.S.A. are 
allowed to Etnjoy? Everybody knows 
what the freedom of the press and 
journalists means there. They expos­
ed various misdeeds of the man in the 
highest position, Mr. Nixon, the Pre­
sident and they have got the freedom 
to expo<;EI. the President of the USA 
who had to face impeachment charges 
and - subseauently had to resign. 
Here what do our Congress leaders 
do? You still boast of India being the 
largest democracy. If :vo11 boast of it.. 
can you take lessons -from the USA 
and democratic functioning •of their 
Press? 
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: This is a 
very significant statement.

SHRI SAROJ MUKHERJEE: They
could take lessons in this case at 
least regarding freedom of the press. 
But they do not do it. They do not 
even believe in the bourgeoise demo-
cratic rights and privileges of the 
journalists. They are killing parlia-
mentary democracy. That is why we 
say that there are symptoms or ele-
ments of fascism not lurking but 
clearly discernible in the uttStude of 
the Government and the Press Council 
of India, a sregards their attitude to 
of India, as regards their attitude to 
wards freedom of expression and all 
these things.

They have decided that the Press 
should not be free; they want that 
press and journalists should remain 
tied to the apron strings of the ruling 
party and monopoly interests. This 
is the policy which they follow. This 
is what they do by way of curtailing 
Advertisements curtailing many other 
things, assistance, newsprint and bv 
all these things they want to haras? 
those who are critical of Government 
policies and performance.

There are two Ministers of the T&B 
Ministrv They go round the country 
and make speeches Particularly the 
I&B Minister Mr Inder Gujn<l is 
adept at making nice speeches on 
varied subjects. He has some ideas 
and plans in his own ministry also 
but these are remaining on paper 
only, they are not implemented. 
Drifting goes on. Everything goeB on 
drifting. Nothing is being imple-
mented. He himself sometimes said, 
he is helpless, he has to depend upon 
other Ministries. In regard to news-
print supply, he said, yes, St is related 
to thU Commerce Ministry. Regarding 
high price, he said yes, he has to 
dp>pend upon other Ministries who sign 
contract^ in foreign trade. In the 
case of import he said, he cannot do 
anything, he has to depend upon 
other ministries. In the case of in-

crease of production he said it de-
pends upon Industrial Development 
Ministry, and so on.

14 h h  »*

Attacking on the journalists and 
press, representing them and all that 
deponds upon the Home Ministry. 
You must assert yourself if you want 
to function or if your ministry wants 
to get certain things done, you should 
not shirk on the plea of helplessness.

We know that the journalists want 
to write objectively and to expose 
corruption. But, they are not in a 
position to do it as the .situation stands 
to-day in India. I am in this profes-
sion for t>o long and many of the 
reporters of the newspapers and news 
agencies told me that thev cannot do 
that and if they expose' anyone of 
cci tuption «i write out in the papers, 
thfir lives aie in danger and they may 
really be killed That is the situation 
to-day a hot rifling situation There is 
no freedom of the pre^s, and journa-
list* axe being under the threat of 
dismissal or aie being killed if they 
write anvthing Thcie are Tionest 
lournahsts who want to writcl but 
the monopoly owners and vested inte- 
i ests and also Government do not 
ttHr>w them to write under the threat 
of dismissal That threat is there and 
also their being killed by the persons 
lo-dnv a horrifying situation. There is 
no freedom of the press; and journa-
lists live? are not at all sftfU in India 
I want to make this point so that the 
Minister can reply as to how he is 
going to protect them. This is not the 
only method to control press in India. 
Even in Punjab for two daily news-
papers in Hindi ahd Urdu supply of 
electricity has been stopped. In Ben-
gal also in case of the Opposition 
papers and press, supply of electricity 
is being stopped in the name 
load-shoddSng Every now and then 
m the plea of load shedding ekctn- 
city is being stopped. As* they write 
against the Government, the State 
Electricity Boatfd stops giving electri-
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city to them. Take for example Pun­
jab. There too the electricity was 
stopped because of governmen�'s intEtr­
vention. That is because the journa­
lists are critical about. State Gov­
ernments. There are many instances 
like this. In Gujarat about 25 
journalists were beaten up some 
time back. They gave a memc-
· randum to the Prime Minister about
their griEtvances. Nothing has been
done either by the Home Minis­
try or by the Prime Minister Lok
Satta and Jan Satta groups of dailies
in Gujarat .are selling and re-selling
their assets. There is appnjhension
that they will lose their jobs. There
are talks of reseTiing and selling o:t 

assets because the Minister had
announced in Parliament that very
soon he would bEI bringing forward
the Diffusion of Monopoly Ownership
Bill. He said that the Bill was being
finalised. So, they are disposing of
their assets in various dubious and
illegal ways. That only means that
the journalists will have to suffer
for all that is done by the mono­
polists-vested intenlsts. Sir, this is
a dangerous game. The President ot
the Association of Press Photo Re­
porters was terrorised by the police
in Ahmedabad. This happens in
U.P., in Punja-b everywhere. Their
cases were also referred to the
Press Council of India. It did
not move. at all. They did not
care for thEI rights a.nd pnv1-
leges of the journalists; they did 
not care for the freedom of the press. 
Tne Press Council of India is to pre­
serve the freedom of the press and 
to maintain the standard of the 
newspapers That is not being done. 
They only help llie vested� interests­
monopoly interests and not the jour­
nalists. These Press tycoons are 
controlling everything and direct as 
to what should be written in the 
newspapers. The .-GovE(rnment is
trying to control the entire press. 
Take for example the Basumati, a 
Calcutta daily. This has been taken 
over by State Government. TherE{ is 
also an editor there. Shri V'.ivekanand 

Mukherjee is the editor. The Gov­
ernment has imposed another overall 
editor-in-chargE!. An ex-Chief Re­
porter of the Statesman, Shri Kedar­
nath Ghosh bas been imposed as an 
overall editor over the head of Shri 
Vivekanand Mukherjee. That means 
they do not believe in freedom of 
Press and want to control the Press 
entirely :::,o that it may toe their line. 
With these words I suggest the Press 
Council when reconstituted should be 
very much democratic elected from 
electoral colleges of various states, 
and a democratically representat'ive 
body with all shades of opinion, that 
is, representing Editors, Sub-Editors 
specially of small and medium news­
papers and working journalists and 
other associations related with news­
paper industry, It should have a big 
weightage of working journalists' 
associations. Then only the freedom 
of the Press can be assurEid and 
Government control could be fought 

out. 

With these words, I conclude. 

SHRI B. V. NAIK (Ka.nara): 
Hon'ble Deputy Speaker, Sir, this is 
a very limited Bill and according to 
the statement of objects and reasons: 

"The members of tbe Nominating 
Committee feit tli.at it would not be 
desirable to exposEI their respective 
offices to any possible criticism" 

We had t,he opportunity of partici­
pating in this discussion last time 
when we extended the term. The 
key offices involved are tha of the 
Hon'b1e Speaker, the Chairman of 
Rajya Sabha and the Chief Justice 
of India. ThE! present Bill that has 
been brought is in the form of a 
temporary measure and, I think, some 
decision will have to be 'taken before 
the dose of this year. The sul:5ject 
has been exercising the mind of the 
Minister and the Ministry and when 
the persons holding eminent office in 
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[Shri V. K. Naik]
this country rttfuso to perform S' cer-
tain responsibility that has been 
evolved by a legislation which has 
been made under the Constitution. I 
wonder whether at the tinfe when 
they said they <5t> not want to carry 
this office of a Committee to nomi-
nate) this Council any suggestion as 
to the alternatives as to who else 
could carry the job was made. I feel 
it would not be possible for us to 
accept this contention at all. Ulti-
mately we cannot find anyone else. 
Either it has to be done by the Coun-
cil of Ministers or by the hon’ble 
Members occupying this Constitutio-
nal office. I think we have been 
postponing an issue through this Act 
which under the given circumstances 
we are not able to find any solution.
I would, therefore, be! grateful if the 
hon. Minister were good enough to 
tell us as to what are the alternate 
avenues which are up his sleeves.

Secondly, I would like lo draw 
your attention to a case as reported 
in the Eletvclnth Report for 1972 of 
the Press Council of India.

There was a case particularly in 
regard to the late Chief Minister of 
Goa, Mr. Bandodkar and the paper 
called Gomantak in Goa, wherein the 
the Chief Minister had stopped the 
advertisements to thc| local paper 
called Gomantak on the ground that 
the paper was highly critical about 
the conduct or certain actions, or de-
cisions of the Chief Minister; and the 
Press Council came to the conclu-
sion:

“The Council was clearly of the 
opinion that this amounted to inte- 
reference with the freedom of the 
press and it had reached the con-
clusion that the Government had 
been attempting to do this. Not-
withstanding the Government’s claim 
that it had been following the 
directives of the Central Govern-

ment in regard to its advertisement 
policy, there had been a  clear de-
parture from these directives* 
namely in that the Government 
had assumed that every attack on 
the Chief Minister or any unfriend-
ly comment about his activities 
called for action “by the Government 
against the paper in the form of the 
refusal" of advertisements.”

This is the old tfieory of the cane 
and the carrot. If a journalist or a 
paper does not behave propefrly, or 
if he does not flatter the powers that 
be at a particular point • of time, ih 
the ab&ense of these incentives most 
of the small papers are invariably 
starved; so, if the financial assistance 
tap by way of advertisement revenues 
is cut off, they can be disciplined. 
This is the old theory. I could ap-
preciate, with due deference to the 
memory of a very great son of 
Goa, the late Mr. Bandodkar, while 
not commenting upon the person but 
upon his office and actions in office, 
the Chitjf Minister being a politician 
indulging in such things. I could 
appreciate a paper like the Gomatak, 
financed by India’s highest wealth- 
tax assessee, Mr. Chowgule going in 
complaint before the Press Council, 
spending all the money 'that is need-
ed for this costly and expensive liti-
gation and proving his point of view 
and getting a verdict in his favour. 
But I do not appreciate the way the 
Pi ess Council has given its verdict. 
If the Press Council is worth its name 
and it has the signal objective! of 
preserving the freedom of the press, 
which has been laid down as the 
reason for its existence/ if the press 
council were to be worth its name, 
then this toothless wonder, this 
commentary without its teeth is of no 
use. We can write such pleasant 
shibboleths using the symbols oi 
cordial terms, but that was'not wh® 
was wanted. They could have passea 
strictures. They could have n&r 
use of all the press media availabl 
in the country; they could have
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advertisement saying ‘This is the 
way we have dealt with the Chief 
Minister, Mr. X, or Y or Z, so that 
no other Chief Minister shall do such 
things or any other dignitary in office 
or in power’. There Is no point in 
having an expensive „ and costly 
press council in this country, if it is 
going to act like a weak sister in 
trying to protect the freedom of the 
prctes. 1 would have ventured to sug-
gest that it is true that we have a 
fair time to go and a ‘long way to 
travel before we could have journa-
list like the two'unknown jo&rnalists 
in the United States who could 
expose the racket that was involved 
in the White ~House, of one of the 
most powerful Presidents, and still 
come out victorious and see to it that 
the President of a great country was 
removed from his office. We do not 
have auch strong press here, with due 
apologies to the press. But if 
we have got to havci a strong press, 
we have also got to have a very 
strong press council, an effective press 
council. For this purpose, I would 
submit that rather than postponing 
a decision, we should take a derision 
right now. I would urge upon these 
people holding the high office of the 
Hon. Speaker or the Chairman of the 
Rajya Sabha or the Chief Justice of 
this country, not to be worried about 
the slur that they might carry or to 
care» for what criticisms come and 
from which quarfers* they come which 
may please the one and displease the 
other; in spite of whatever may hap-
pen, they have got to do that.

So I would urge upon them to stick 
to their office and perform their duties.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: A strong
press without strong finance—I do not 
see where it comes.

(n firtr) f&zt 

m m i  1 t o t fa

^  f i 3 t  t i m a n : ^  fcn  

11 %fa* m fsr?T *rra*r m x

*rf w r 7^% tff tm

w  *rr T fr  I  *rr ^ r t

t  i «rrq-% f a r  s r t  farr sflr 
fa n  fa  t^rr

ift t  tfr ^ r r  qi»rr i fqnft 

im  vf-fa* fc ra  11 ^

* ^ f  fa  % m

im :  5R- I  S?T

sprrer w r  q-^r gsftor m i

* sTT̂ fr 'Tar s r ^ i ' %

f ^ r  *417 far? «Tcrr «tt f a  ?rfa»r

f m  * rk

m  |  *rfa* *rwt 

s r f  fa n  *ftt t srre ̂  *r

wt $*r> t o  f 2TT* *  $  f

®F?*rr r̂r̂ ?TT i

srn?̂  f^R n faqrr f. fa 
% r-r7upri £r*f i ^  s*r swr: f  :

“The Council may in furtherance 
o* its objects perform the following 
functions: (a) to help newspaper* 
and news agencies to maintain their 
independence and (b> to build up a 
code of conduct for newspapers, 
news agencies and journalists in ac-
cordance with professional stand-
ards.”

spt v v n  |  i ^rfar

fart# f  *mr $

103 w rf \

24 * rk  i 3 vfr v*  fa*rr i

11 sft tnp

xfrK ^ »>t f f t  * t
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[  i»T«T fo f  * t r t  ]

srt»r 1 v t  s w  q n ft  %  farq 

s* r* t r f c fa r*  a ra f t  % f a q  ^ r f f t r  
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i % far fa<srr |  3 * t r  % srrc 

? trr  |  ^  ®Tf ftffPRTS!’ «T#t f f
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^ r  %fa?r ^  *$t r r  i 
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% % vwz *;?m ^ft  |  t

srrar *rn*> v& %  *tm q r  £ t t t

|t |? r« f tv t« R n 'ti  vw srr? ^  w f r r  

%5rtfsrq3ft*s

1 1 f t  f a f * r  * t  w  w r  1 1

s r ^ * r  T f 'f t  f , w m r r f f t

f  i srnr ?w 3 r  ^ r  t t  qift,

*fh: fKffir % avirffr

S t ^ l ^ T t  xft^TTfa^fT % |  ’ f fX  3ff

ir<sr«rrc t ,  ^ft wt<ft % w  5r f r̂«r% fr, 

f f v  ^ f K ^ r r ^  % ^ n r  &  %& f  ^ r  

f t  *&<& f tw r  ^ r t t  t  f a  ^ t ? r r

%fa9rr«BWfnc®rf i w #  W #  
eft apw facrr wf^rr i

^  arRr^rft |  * f  ?r ?r w m c t  ?r $ ftm * r  

w rf  fa*rr ^rnrr |  «ftr ? ? tw t  

% fa^rn? f w t  % i ir>r i m  % 

set % sft 11  t o  

^srarr «rr f a  ^ f w r  ^ w s f? r  ”  

^t<wsrar^t 3 0 ^ tT O 3 5  

«ftr trR  |  fa  ^rr«rr w

«t t  ^5T iftr *pt ^rnr?r * #  i gft 

?r r̂arn: 8 apr$ t  v t

^nT3r «ft ^  f w r r  i  w«tt^> 

t t  ^nrsr ^  firTTr ^fl-sw rrr «rqr^ 

st«t  t ^ t  t  ?rYr ?rr<T ^  ^'t  $  ® 

^  ^g*r t  i

“*ftr*r<rr’ r r  fa4T $

%* r̂srrpT % ^t pt  ^  % gw

srsn«r *rsft * r f  « ft  ?rt ^  f ^ r ^ r r  

srnft f a  ^ t  nt<r«ri?r ^  «TT^?r

fW r «r> % srr  ̂ faflrc wrf «r^r

^  * h r r  grr T ^ r  1 1 ir r  ?r^r 

^  ^  ?Ft «rr=ar ^  fa < rr arc 

T£T 1 1 q r  3w  t t  «rrar nm 

n f« r r  i ^ r  f ®  ?r? *fo f t  %  ^  

fr«r Jr i ,  fa^r ^  wrw 5Tr?qi yfafc ^ r  

?>fr i ^  ap$?r f f a s f r ^  w1̂  w«rwK 

w ( t  t  ^  *f?t «rrsr w r r ^  t  i f « r f ^  

^ r r v r q » 3f  f c f a $ * r w r n : s r t  t ^ f t  

«rr»r ^  « r ^  % ^ ¥ t  f a ^

artf, *t fa  i r w t )  *f> fa^r 

srr^ gfr frcr ^ t  *rgf t  ‘

m x  |  f a  t*f ^  14
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trw rf  «mr % $r *TFft |  vr 

nW *»£t t
n w O f  % fawNS'M r tw  f  »uto: wtfi 

*f$f t  fa* snjxr^r v t ir^qr 

? i %Pp«t f m  Tflf?3TJT ^  m q spt sfrft 
3Tt?nr̂ - qr|*arm | .  *nrw *  Tsrnft *r 

fcrrqfnr, t o  tfw r*  *p$r 1
Sfk $*fft TO; WWTTt * t *ft rfhfI'fe
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I#  f w R
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*Nt t  t» «>Rft*r f r o m  £
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vnrfarsr iJt ^  »tft w  fe ntsft *rrf^ 
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^  % far* fw i? t  |  *% s ta  

% ftpa% |  « fc  i r e r i f  «> m  
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v \ k ^rr^r f r s € ^ -

*pt 5 i f n  *rrfrwr ^  i 5Kt^n»r 

t  f% 31 f a r e  t  % «mi ^

*T̂ t îT̂ rr ^rf|t» q^T ^  *Pt jtf t 

^fp(t s % +RNi?r 3r<TT?ft ̂ T f^  i

% ̂ rr«r ̂  ̂ fcfT g fa  

f ^ r  v t *WT * fain 1

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI (Chirayin- 
kil) Sir, I was bearing the opposi-
tion members who were very vocal 
about the freedom of the press and 
attacked the Government all the time 
on the ground that they are pressuris-
ing the newspapers to toe the line of 
the Government. It is very surprising 
that such an allegation is made that 
the newspapers of the country are sup-
porting the Government. I request 
them to name one national newspaper 
which is toemg the line of the Gov-
ernment.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTEHJEE: It 
is easier to name those who are not 
toeing the Government line.

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI; Every 
newspaper today is opposing the Gov-
ernment and the Congress Party. I 
can cite instance after instance. Of 
course, I agree with the hon. members 
in their condemnation of the attack 
on the journalist in Bihar who exposed! 
the smugglers.
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oHRI JAGANNATHRAO JOSHI: 
(Shajapur): What 'about Deshabi-

manil

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: They are
getting more quota of newsprint than 
any other paper m Kerala I It is the 
Congress Committee Secretary from 
Bihar issued a statement condemning 
the murder of the journalist. I do nut 
know why Government is not taking 
proper action against the muulerers 
In Gujarat the same thing is happen-
ing. There is a weekly c airy mg a Jot 
of reports against the top police offi-
cers for puiposely attacking the jour-
nalists who exposed the administrative 
and bureaucratic corruption. I demand 
severe action agdiiot such elements.

A point was made about advertise-
ment In the Rajya Sabha the hon. 
Minister stated that small papers

MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER* May I say 
that our rules do not permit reference 
to the proceedings m the other House’

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI • I am sorry.

v *  TO*nt: (if^rr) 

fTW S im  $ fa  2 1 spT

wrflreirf ts t

i  t

MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER The 
whole thing was very unfortunate.

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI * According 
to reliable reports, the small papers 
get 24.5 per cent., medium papers 25.5 
per cent and monopoly papers 50 per 
cent of the Government advertisement. 
This shows that the monopoly press 
comcr the advertisements.

Take Jhe speech which the Prime 
Minister made in Calcutta a few 
months ago. How many newspapers 
published that speech? It was black- , 
ed out because it; was. an. attack on 
them. The Howrah fii^ech was not 
reported properly by the newspapers.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE: 
There were photographs of the foun-
dation stone as well as the-removing 
of that by people who hav*’ no faith 
in your professions of socialism. The 
whole area was cordoned off and that 
photograph had also come. Further, 
do not forget that it was reported on 
the radio

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI- The hon. 
Member is referring to the official 
function. I am referring to the speech 
of the Prime Minister in another meet-
ing where it was mentioned that the 
Bihar agitation has been sponsored 
with certain motives and some of the 
businessmen tormcd a committee at 
Bombay to pour black money into the 
Bihar agitation One top newspaper 
magnate threatened that he will teach 
them a lesson unless the CBI case 
against him is withdrawn.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE- It 
had appeared m the papers. You want 
it in block letters’

MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER I have 
read this somewhere

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: The PTI
flashed this news the second day after 
there was criticism. So, my point is 
that the newspapers are not at all 
with the Government They are not 
serving the interests of the people but 
monopoly interests.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE: 
Ask for dillusion of ownership.

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI. I am for 
it. This Government is not doing it. 
That is my complaint against this Gov-
ernment.

There is a lot of criticism about 
the Youth Congress rally held in Delhi, 
to which many people had come from 
all over ’the country. Did any news-
paper give a single column to refer
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to 41»Is rally9 Newspapers contained 
only what happened in the Lok Sabha 
OSvep. the speech of Prime Minister ap-
peared in single column The Youth 
Congress demanded capital punishment 
tor hoarders and blackmarketeers

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE 
My hon friend is> emphasising the 
youth rally What was the percentage 
of youth m that rally?

MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER Youth is 
a state of mind.

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI I am not 
disputing your criticism

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN M1SHRA 
(Begu*?arai) That statement o£ mind 
had a reitain amount of liquor and 
1 untrue cptives

SHltl VAYALAR RAVI The entire 
press tarried the netvs only to malign 
the rally The youth ot the countiy 
demanded capital punishment to black 
marketeers and hoarders They wan-
ted rctforms in education (Interrup-
tion},) The hon Member’s party had 
beaten the editor of Alai Osat, Mr 
Naiayan who wa-, m the hospital 
(Interruptions) I do not know what 
is the position now

As regards the Bulsar incident, 1 am 
not going to justify what some of them 
did I tegret what some of them dul 
But one point has not been highlighted 
properly Usually, the police resort to 
firing because it may happen that 
someone has got a pistol or a dagger 
and attack the policc The police 
f ooked up a story to cover the whole 
incident Nobody said whether the boy 
who died wag inside the compartment 
As soon as the tram arrived, withm 
seven minutes, the police resorted to 
finng All the boys put down the 
shutters thtey were all inside the com-
partment. The police resorted to fir-
ing and broke tKe door and the boy 
died inside the compartment The 
police wanted to justify their own 
action They searched the compart-

ment They found some bottles and 
other things. Is it a crime to keep 
bottles or other things in the tram 
Mi Jyotirmoy Bosu was very angiy 
about the Cooch-Behar filing inci-
dent The same Mr Jyotirmoy Bosu 
was justifying the police firing at 
Bulsai He did not utter a word 
against the police action

The entire press covered the inci-
dent A national daily from Delhi 
earned a big story The Madhya Pra-
desh Correspondent had written from 
Bhopal that theie were many Jana 
bangh people v\ho ha dlnfiltrated into 
the rail* with the knowledge ot their 
leaders (Interruptions) There 
was a campaign carried with stones 
alter stories instead of saying what 
adudllj happened at Bulsar what was 
the reason for resorting to firing, whe-
ther there was any justification for tir-
ing oi the police acted m a manner m 
which they should have acted All the 
stones were built up to malign the 
youth rally the youth movement in 
the country

borne of the journalists have start-
ed writing diaries on Mr Javaprakash 
Nairt\an With all respect to him I 
dlifer with him politically not perso-
nally \  anous daanej, have started 
appealing m these national dailies 
Wh>? The whole agitation is fizzling 
out Mr Shjamnandan Mishia will 
agrte with me How many MLAs 
from his party have resigned’

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA 
Where do they exist now* Do the Mi-
nisters exist anywhere’ Can they stir 
out of their houses’

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI You are 
speaking on the mvth

There were agitations m Kerala, 
like the liberation movement I am 
one who participated in the agitation 
once upon a time But I regret today 
that we made a mistake My party 
and we had made a mistake when we 
had a liberation movement in Kerala 
tn 1959 . *
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SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE: 
That was done when she was the 
Congress President. It was under her 
auspices.

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: It was not 
with her permission. I was then in 
the Congress and it was imposed on 
Congress leadership. Shri Shyamnan- 
dan Mishra was then in our party. 
You ask him and he will explain to 
you.

Mr. Somnath Chatterjee and his 
party today taking the same lme...
(Interruptions) I am telling you how 

the press is behaving. My whole argu-
ment is that the press is not toeing the 
line of the Government. They are 
opposing the Government consistently.
I am proving that now. The entire 
press is campaigning and all the news-
papers are building an attack on Gov-
ernment and supporting the reactionary 
movement where the Communist Party 
Marxist is also joining the movement. 
What happened in 1959 you are trying 
to repeat. The agitation is fizzling out. 
There is no momentum. Now they 
have started writing diaries in the 
newspapers on this reactionary move-
ment. (Interruptions) For them, 
interests of the monopolies are
the interests of the country. It
is because the monopolies are
controlling the newspapers. As
Mr. Krishna Menon said, it is a jute
press. The monopolies are controlling 
the entire press. The freedom of press 
is distorted as the freedom of the mo-
nopolies. By freedom of press do we 
mean the interests of the monopolies 
group and their vested interests or the 
freedom of the people? Freedom of 
press means freedom of the people. In 
1969 this country saw what wap the 
reality and what was the myth. We 
have seen how the whole propaganda 
that had been carried out by the mono-
poly press to defeat the Congress in 
the elections had been proved wrong 
and baseless. They cannot misguide 
the people. People will not be carried 
away by their propaganda. These mo-
nopolies are trying to exploit the pre-
sent economic crisis. In the name of

freedom of press, these monopoly 
groups and their vested interests are 
trying to exploit the situation. They 
warn to have full control over the 
press. This cannot be allowed. That 
is why I luily agree with the demand 
that dillusion ol ownership must come. 
Without diffusion of ownership, peo-
ple's freedom cannot be protected. 
Freedom of press does not mean pro-
tecting the interests of the monopolies 
who control the press today. The Press 
Council, on page 8 of their report, 
has mentioned this. A former Chief 
Minister of Uttar Pradesh—Mr. Charan 
Singh—has withdrawn advertisements 
to the Times of India because they 
published something against him. We 
know, paper bundles and vans of Mala- 
yalam Manorama and Muthrubumi 

were burnt by the Marxist Communist 
Party workers many times in my 
States. They speak very loudly about 
freedom ot press and at the s,atne time 
attack the journalists and the press. 
Speaking loudly about freedom of 
press, they make physical attacks on 
the journalists, they attack the news-
paper offices. Today, Sir, freedom of 
press is m peril or danger. In the 
name of freedom of press they merely 
attack the Government. You know, 
Sir. how a distorted version was pub-
lished about the youth rally. The agi-
tation of Mr. Jayaprakash Narayan had 
actually fizzled out. But what was the 
propaganda given? It was just boost-
ed . (Interruptions)

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE: 
What is meant by ‘freedom ot  press'?

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: It is free-
dom of thej people. It is not the inter-
ests of the monopolies.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE: 
They publish only the speech and photo 
of the Prime Minister. . . .  (Interrup-
tions)

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: If Mr.
Jyoti Bosu is the Chief Minister of 
West Bengal, his speech must come in 
the newspaper because he is elected by 
the people of West Bengal. I ag*®* 
The people should know that-
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people should know what the Mem-
bers of Parliament say. Our speeches 
must come. I am not saying this only 
of Congress members but ot the other 
members also. My complaint is that 
they do not come. 1 have my own 
experience. I was in Nagpur two 
months ago. Mr. Jayaprakash Nara- 
yan had come there one day earlier. 
There was black flag demonstration 
against Jayaprakash Narayan. But 1 
found the news in the newspapers of 
Bombay next day was that Jaya-
prakash Naram addressed a largely- 
attended public meeting But the fact 
is that the meeting was held only in 
a Hall. There was no news item about 
the black flag demonstration because 
the newspapers do not want to show 
what has actually happened but want 
to project a view Consistently the 
entire monopoly newspapers are pro-
tecting the monopoly interests They 
are consistently against the Govern-
ment and attacking the Government 
and it i«. because they believe the pre-
sent government is against their in-
terests and only the Marxist Commu-
nist Party k their fnends. they are at- 
tackmg the Government and the Com-
munist Marxists are supporting them 
and are completely toeing their line 
(Interruptions).

I do not want to take much time ol 
the Houso. Lastly, a woid about the 
third Wage Board for the Journalists. 
The journalists of the country to-day 
are very much agitated over the delay 
m the appointment of the Third Wage 
Board. I hope the Government will 
take a d«*cision as early as possible 
regarding the third Wage Board be-
cause it is a vital matter so far as the 
journalists are concerned.

The other thing ts. I want to make 
a submission about the Press Commis-
sion’s report I know the Government 
has not completely implemented the 
recommendation of the Press Commis-
sion where they have categorically 
suggested that the Press Trust of India 
be made into a corporation. I know 
the Government has not so far exa-
mined i t

Lastly, I will conclude with the com-
ment of hon. Mr. Justice K. K. 
mathew. You agree with me that he 
made a famous comment about the 
newspapers that the adulteration of 
news is being indulged m by the news- 
papeis. Adulteration of news is as bad 
as adulteration of foodstuffs and pol-
lution of the air ,

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE: 
Bui he was in the minority.

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI. I hope the 
hon Minister v, ill take note of that 
famous judgment of Mr Justice Ma-
thew tegardmg adulteration of news. 
To-day the political thinking of the 
journalists and the vested interests of 
the monopoly capitalist press and the 
adulteration of the news is poisoning 
the entire atmosphere of the country 
which the Government must take into 
account

With these words, I support Mr. 
Bhaura that the Press Council must 
suo motu act instead of waiting for a 
complaint an(] go into the whole work-
ing or a newspaper

With these words, 1 support the Bill.

sft z f o  lr ’tttt *rn ^sqr?Fi 
STrap- <TT*RT1?. M  

t t  ̂  ̂  wra t1
% STSTT ft fasg %

t  fsPT V7  J$T 
srnrc i jhf tfr

20^«r 1974

«P> *T*m=?T jftT errWT «?r 57̂  STTcT W'TaWt, 
Tfr % <r§% t e s f r  %

i f m  <tt *nw w m V |  ^  % z m  3m  
fercna ft 1 mu
v r  5  *n*rfer | , m  m  *it
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f*fr sr*r?w n *  tfrsfr]

fa  30 3*5 , 1974 «J»> wfaTW *RTT<r
$ > r r  eft ^  %  q - ^  trsr ? tt * > t  

?pm vwnrr spi % %  f%?RT *wr 
m m  u T « f r O > * h > *  s t  W  *r «re < t § ^  
fr, fa** w  % %??>
;?*r % * rf  *tt i fa «T*t «r> i fa*3 wfa aft̂ r % 
t*rr *7 *  s rm  |  f*rr J,
§ T  «T*fT I f a T  i * r * f t  t f r ^ r ^ r e m f t  ^
f ? ^ T v t i« )76  ^  ft i q?r s §? * p t t t  
I  fa  $ ? fr^  Tfop 'iT eft f  ett s*r *» 

sprr *r e  g r  srrtjir, ?

i t  ^  s >  « p * n f t  * 7  *r  * r ? w  *r r  v r  
t f t  ^  r r  t O t t  £ f r ? m m k  * r m  
v r m r z w  w p 'r  ^  fc^rr % } r  ^rr? n  q * r ?  

^ t  *m 3pr |W  -?*r *r f w jT  k t 
* fe*rr, *rsr i?B ? p r t  ft fa  5>r T£> ft I 
?re W F ? &  *r 9?r < r f a n  gT%

I  ̂  4 i  t ^ t t  fipRr *&**%$ ■?*&
| t  *3W % STfaTTr ^ - ^ 3 ]  * *ft? ^
enrcrr |-4 %  *raVtar % ?p?> ut<t g> ir 

TT^|?rT,fafPPtff3r?5r?*r^»r 
% ^  - rn?sr i?rr̂ r«r ir sit ft 
f a ^ f t* r m v rx , z t m m v  &mn
sr?T^T<TWfaTT£ «rs fa*R>fitffa 
ft, f a W  f 'T ^ f a ’TT k i  SlfsTTTT* 

Sfrr *pp* fr, T9T % »wf^nr ?TTT *»T vfY 
q t^ ^ n r r i r r^ r^ r^ ,^  m  f s  
%?n*iPT*>*T*v*itarrr -5nf?r» i *rfi 
m w i v T t n r  *j$?nT'l7 § m v z w v %  
spTfarr aft **tii>ht ft, ?apRir ft, *r
fa?RT TgT TTT7 r ^ r  % f?TT

% t,W ?F«l fcflPTfrt 1

fipwj ^  TJT f-fsn r rTt? %
< r*r< fa T  n  w k 7  n z  ^ r r r  «rr n f r ^ m  f a - r m

*  m  ' T 7*y fr r  q 'f a n w  
fir r w ,  -q rfa f ^ 'f r q r  ^  «Rrr ̂ ??r^r 
m z r  j \z  ^  t  f ^ * r i m > p r  %  
t o t  n ?  w  =p> s t t ^ t  ?Tnrr, # %

ff'fOTT % «F?TT ^  srift «r T O »  
V *  fa n , ^ r %  tfY  ^
*3TSI>ffiT ZPTP̂T 5fTr% ^  3Tc! 5 »  

I

m i t  % >  fiT5r f w  3r> ^  q ^ rn r 
^ r  r m m  ^ r r >  » r m  r g r  i ^ r  f ^  
f n r r ^ T T  q j r  q m  % x x t  3fr fs n rs ft

f ^ T c f t  « !> -  ? rrO “ 'fc T^ T  'T F T  *?>^f2T
t ,  q ?  f ^  '4Y t -  cT*r ^ t w  ferqr 
*r̂ rr i f̂ r?r pRf ^  w  gfff
T T  i  * Z X  *r *!7  3frr s m  <T3 sp> ?q>r 
9T i £, «T9T % VF<rr ^»V fr-
^  ^  ^m-s? *r ?tt ?t t 4 V  ^ r f a *  ^>Tf

Par t t o  ?n^TT^-fr t ^ t t  P  ?^r^r=r 
f r  w a m r  t . t  *pY ^ 'rfs rn  

f * r  q ^ - T f r  -TT^r S J T T ^  %  fac» 5t*fT <T§> 

frl

* r r w r  t̂ t  ^  3jr s ?t  
T n f ^  %  * r m  ?t f h  ^ r r  i ?nq- 
a r m  t  w  3fr t t  *r
f f ^  ?rmT fc, 3jT ?j  t ^ t  t
^T fir^F iT »? fsqrr <r*ft ft i ii »fr ff«rfa ir
it ^ t t t  i r n w r  ^r * r r ,  q r  ^ ? r 
* t  ^ t t  ft i m  irfcr » | %  *r  ?rp=[>^rr 
? m  ft ^  m ^ R fr  ^ r *m*r?r «r 

| t »  t f r  f a s m  m i  f t i r  ^rrct $ ,  
i  ^?<r fa?r »r^  i j t r t t  frrjf? iT5 T 
%  » r m  w f t t  j s *  ?r <?r $?r%

i? ^  fa  WFf ZW *1$  $, «Tfa'F 
«T^t * T H T , ^ f n ? F lT  

¥ t  ’ t^t t t  %  nr?rr i q*?> f ^ r f r r  *r
W  ^  ft, 3|> ^ f W  t
m m ^ r r  ^ t r  n k  w  w j N ? t  «fy 

* t t ^  <i> si *r  ^ r f w  %  q w  v r f  
wfvmv *t̂ V f  fa  i  w  ^  *rm 
%  f a i r  ? m  i «rto  *r r w -  % 

3 *7 *  fa*rr J  fa  ^  
" 2 > q M $1% w r f j | * i r ^  3 « r%  »rrfr #

f , fa*  fX V W ft tf.ap^ |  (
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*T tm?<TT tf t 33WT t 3*%  59>?TT 
^TR T *ft t , a rF p p  *ft ^  fatfhwiT
?r ?fr w r t  *mr* ^  %x
irasrRT v t yq-ift fa s im  ^  *? f«m«r 
f^TT 1 %f%<r *r«ft *  f«r*T?r% lr *ft 
3?£t% %m\ fa tffa m  sp> *r?Or i

SPT% ® ?ftT *ft tf t
s  I

If seems that everybody has a price 
of his own.

srrrrrar n  fsRRV ^ng>T?rr sj*k
^Tf^tT, z*nt x m x  s re  «rpfw 

^ f ^ r f  qjf—n;*rr sqgV $>ft fc 1 W 
3 r ^  wrr 5?*ra z m  |  m  z m 't  

«3<te* TT STrTT I t  ^T ?ft TT
fcgnfr «rr w>? *rr*r
fw r  m — "<£*rr *)▼ qfrsR” j q$% 

* 7  f s w m , *tfc * tt^ tt  & 
m  ¥r *>f*r*r t o ,  * m  3r ^*tt% 

¥ tf*m  fr?ft 1 tf t «ri
^ 'O T T  n$T fftfft =5fTf?rr— u p  

5T̂ r 1 1 tf m tift  ^rrfrn g 
f* ^?r *r q s m f w  *> »a% ft
f^TTT m  **f!J«FTT $RT

1

w >  ?*rrt 2fr« ?r ?p$t far irar 
w n n  f a f  «r KV * f r  q $ r f a m  m  i 

^  «it w  fsns ^ r  ^
t  n> * t «t  ^TcfT | ,  srra>**n 

sft «rtg «rram T $XV i
?̂TT *T Wlf ’SipTT | — JTT̂T ?ftfsnT %\$ 

tfi % STW? WHTT I ,
f« ram  y t i t  f ,  ^ r  sn f^jfrvtr 
w a r  wT^irir m  f w m  m m  | » 
sft T th n f t  % $ % ,m  g’̂ PPt 'TcH =̂ % f«F 
«rm ^ r  3r*r ir f«nam  ?r% &
sfc£ $rre$>* t o  | ,  sst w i i %
I960 l s — 10.

|  f a m  ^m ?53r ^  ^ r r ~ ^ ¥ ^  
t{% arf^Rrr ^nr?n %, fsm% feir
Wt T̂TTfrr stbV t  ^  wi *t£\
âtTnrf^T f ,  n*r m?  - ? ^ r  q ^ f r r r

r̂̂ rnTT fv  5*r «7  aWV j f i  qt^
« t  ^ t t  ir f?mr?«T ?r *wr,
^«TT, ^u'ff r̂ 3fr T̂fTTT ?ra^TT ^*T 
# * f r  ^  ?iT?r -n p  if , ^?r W

if f^sim  ^  »? ^  ^'Tf srm 
^  srfcr f ^ r w  ^?rr 

^ t t  t  rft ^  T l f  s rn rfr! *r?1f 1 1 
? r f ^  ^  ^ r m 7* rfi jfFrcfT < r | ,  trgr 
^  szrf^rw j t tw i 1 1 tn€f 
TO  5 im  ^  IsV tr *T frfTrTT ^ w  
?»rtr trr€f w m  ir » ??r 
f ^ r w  ? t t t  $ r sfr w fer 9̂ ?  %
<mr t ,  W t  q r € f ^  ? r f^ T  
^  €r 1 1 i t  «u ?rR m T  «PTtrr |  

?m> ^t=rr % ?r^T=r ^tctt | ,  
?f 3 ^ ; 't  ?n*% M r rc  

s r ^  *bV T ^fr 1

£ srĝ T ^ t t  qrfiTmi^g ^ t %«n: 
% nT?r w n i  *r 
n  irrm g 1 Tg?n g ^rri  H 

^ s r^ r  m
?ra^R f , ?rfa?r m  firsnf 

^ n .  . . ,

w wr r wr r ^
^  t

«fy anrerm t w  ^  ^  *mn
^  ?t t^t  n?rr w 111 ? r ^ r r  ^
?rggTT 5ET5® ^  t
^>rr ^ T t  ?t q f  1 f ^ r  £t=tt |  
w rfjm sit '< t 11 W t  *̂V
sfpft w « N m  «w ^  ^'t 1

s iw t  v  fcr^TT 

f a w t  spt ŝrr̂  v r  
qT ^  w 1
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[«rt w w  t o t  sfr# ]
Hft *T# 3 5 | —  

f r ^ « r  i a t  f t  * t ? t  f g t  *r $

$ , S f ^ r f t * T R ^ T g ,  % f f ? r  *w t  * *

f V ^ q | F f  * j t r  ^ f % f O T T  |  ? ‘ S ^ f e c r s T T ’ 

f % 3 R 7  ®'TcTT {?, qcTT |  I t  is  m i ll i o n s . 

W h e r e  i s  d e - l i n k i n g  a n d  v i t e r e  »s  d i f f u ­

s io n ?

f t  * n r  f t  ® t ?  1
*r% T r f t  « t t  s rr T § t  | —

$ T  ^  f f * T £ £  f ,  f a f a s r  ? r f ^ T

f f w  $ t ,  s n f r f t m r  f r f a S y  a t ,  % x 

*ra f f a S *  § t  . .
«ft wnj" <rf*i («rnf^r) • «r?r *V

t f T O T T  f f a 2 S  «T§r t ,  « R t a t  f t  T O T  

f T a t | l  .  .  (sTOST«T) . .  .

« f t  W W W  T T *  W fc ft  :  ^TfT T O T ? *

o t ^ 1 srfsr c*f sfssitt t$t
m  s p t - t t  %  $ t  M t t  ? m n r T  1
Jf a t  fafafow «rtr f r o p *  o t  t o t o

fT<TT g, %fOTT ^ t  STfT OT 1*T ’f a f

f jt c n  I  * i t  f  * W o t t  $ t —

I want a real dc-linking fTO f i r ' l l

w c  % t  1 sp r M >  « f t  q t f f t q r a t  %  

farts *r |-^  p w  f t
$t ?TT zm, ffT?rr ft «>, $*r to f  
fasrra f  i

s h  o t ^ r  f t  f a r ^ n x t  f t  

%  ?rr«r v t  w t  f r r  $ < *%  * £ * * *

#  4 $  $ t - * » a t  * r $ t w  w

* f t  f t  * f t  v m  i r  t #  » < r a * R t  f t

4 % * w r  & fa m  *r*<TX 4 n  w ? r

imixt ft ft* <*?fr f, 
t o s t  ?t*f  * f  % qj‘%— s * f t  f o a m

*rrar f$r era* firot |-v r to 
arrat f t  fcasrr $>nr i t o  *ft

SfafafS?* OT TOT5T ITTTTT $ ?ft

r̂?iTTO5Bt fnsiwRt% sfafafir $• 
^  1 1 f*ft Tt^Tftr 3ft «rr

SHR 3fV ft sn̂ T T̂TTT I—9T̂T 
$Vt ft*T ?y Wq̂ TT <T!% ST«r T̂'Tq fft 
%^r «iq3it «*t% ^  5 \ ^*rr>

q^rsiTtfw ir *ft srw  mwrj
f«Tf^ 1 , %  ®TPf Iffa *TTOT?T*i 

^t^psirm *wrrTt— 
^ot spnit ?sr t, f̂ ?rr »rt
q-T ^  «rt ?rr̂ fr ^
?sr |-^ r  ?

Otherwise, how are you going to im-
prove the standards? They are already 
being starved

TO ?F <?*& a t 

apr*nr fr ftarr t̂ «r̂ t fRTTOT 1 
t o  irn% %rn % 1 1 «r*n- fatfV f t  

jTTTOTt?ft5?rir̂ f :?f *ri — 
«rrq- q'fRr̂ rnr % f*m srmt ft 

p̂r ^  3kr ft — % fa* 
«rrm f t  g?r ^  % 1 ??ft
?F? IT ^ r f  *T *R‘t  2H% fTTOF ft 
^tt ot ffcrr fcm 3rorr  ̂ f<sr*rar ?r 
^  f?Tf ̂ t  *r vvTOnrrr «T%f r % f ? t  

5n w  ff stftt f iw  ot ftar ^
?r ffr» srrfferr mh ^ttot t ? 

ir? V6TOFTT wf «r? ^pt ir^t ?r*w 
«rpft 1 sr*r f lfro r f r  nr #
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$  fa  * t V* %fa*T ftWT
* T T T  <TT ^ t £  s r f t f a *  W W T T
|  s ? r * t  £ f a  t t  * f t r  s f a ? r  <r  

H W  f i F T H T  t I T ^ T  *? t

« r a r m  f t f a *  t f t  s r * r

p̂mrar % m  *nft ft to qr tô ft
^  f w r r  *tft f t 1 ^rfarq xm  ^  ft 

w w rft r r  fa  m  fasT ft 
%n% u ^ t t o t*  ft art s t f t  r r  q*rr *mn 
T̂RTT ft TO«FT faaTft ft f a  ^TTT *TFT 

T?wt ft w tfa  *rnfa rrn r ft ^fasr snr 
•q r f f t f w w  m  q *  y g  * f t  ft 1
S T R  m S R T F  r ^ H  * P nBT H < t^ T  f a f f

*ft ft vrtfa ■ to t fw n rr n it  fansrft 
t o  ft ar^fr r t  «r51 *t ft T?m 

f  fa  s*r rtf*Fr r r  w r  I  *£si * t 
^ r j p  apnfrr % f a * r  f P R  i r a n T T t  * t

^TT% «TRTT TFRT H fft% TP'T
E R  S m m  n  7 $  ?TT f a r  * ?  W H I P '  
^?*T |

15 60 hrs

5*r% TFTTwr qry jft *nq w *  ft fa  
*rpr>mft ?r f t  *rf*R ¥*rft rw-t m tfr  
if? f'3 fP "t *> t  *T R T q T * f t  ? T  jT T ^ jfr  I ? T

sfcrcrfr iwrs'V f^w v m  * t to *  ft *|ft 
¥ t t t t  q R W W i n r  r r r  i z  a n v f i  1 
« n f « r  w t  m  ’  90 * f a * i s  s n r m  

i t  sttct q ffr  |  t o  flrrar %■ «hritt>
< R  » f t  H T f l T  ®TT BETPT STFTT *» I

T O  * f t  * r r m  iq ^ r s s r  ? r f t  ^

*[f«£ % in f w m  j m  m  t m r r  tft 
%  8 t r t  « f t  < m r r  ^  m -—  

t o  s to w *  1 1 ( i w m )

( «r»mfr ) 
m f t  ,,w ^ t n »r fw r r r  %f^r

* m r sramx f ^  %
I*wwt 1 ( ^ r w f )

• f t  WWW*! THf %
3T5TT T?T f  f a  ST^fSTT » n m f t  WST* 
sftWTg ?  ^  W t »TT ?T% ^Tf O T fa  ^  
«ft f̂a?r Pam  ̂̂ rf̂ qfYg % ĝ TFt 
ft w rr ?rf̂ T̂r w ^r T̂i srrr ftift |  
7*f q r *T3T srrrrtt ft 1

% «F»T ITT fa  fa?r fa*  
’BWTTT wr TFftto fe*TT nTK «ft

f w  fa?pft ^Tfa *nr z x m  1 

*jy 5rm ^ rm  * *ft «nrf 1 «rrfat 
F ’ T T^rj Sft^-SMT *  w s fa ? r W  ft 1 
* n w  ft ?rk 5cn T rr
*H ft f r  f®  TFTT ft -3Ŵ > ^
f e r m  wt  aFTfw r ^ f r  ft \ f  & «r«w R t

Wl j*TRT qifT 5 f^TT ?>TT

f®  t t  a n w  jtYht  fa  Tv^rfrifr %
Osphw 5*  5«rTft af^rr ® ttt— ^  fa^TT 
?mT \ ^t fasrm  % i f n r  h  qr?r gfr 
?rtTT ft f*T% IT* ft $  ^Tr?sTr f  ?RTR 
WR\ s f f r  ?rTrT iTTT a*t sf.fa TC 
T̂PPn T t ^Tf5HT I FT% 37^ ft 

3R 7*r m r r  WTn eft
3̂ 1 T5" <fi SETTT tTTn ? if^ 7-4 I ar^ «FtftT5T

an ft t o t t  t r f a c n - «rw ?rnr w n p lr»

*rar 3t^t Frf t^ p it arr vnrnr ft, 
jt 5? t o t  ft q r p r  ^rr ^  ^ f r  «fr T O f t  
v t l  n f t  «fr I ITT̂ r *̂TT ?ft «Tfft 

ft »r*fr ? h  Hnt ft i mwhrrr
fftft ?ft afrf «FRT O T f-tm  TOft

3nft tft TO 5T»mT ft W  ^  TftlH t
m  f&  *nrfeT T t ^  i
^Tpt ^  ft m  mfa&r
RmTPpT % wnzrrtfhfT ft ft,
q r T P ^qfa  % ^  ft vrfk j  jT* ^ t^ T < ' 

1 ^ ft qsr t? - irfT*TT ^  w t r
ft 7^r apr aptt JTT ffr e to n f ?r

^wr tft ?r*rw ft ?rrat ft ftfa*r 
t  W  ^  ’firrsftw frft 1
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[ « f f  T T *  sfh tff]

r e |
f*R [ f W H  ?f*T «TT, T?T% *TPT %
irssn ft i srrsr eft s r  v t #  * r m r  
apt «f t  n « n  f - 1  f w r f r
qtft I  fa  %n awn ?ft m  ;<re * t 
w m  *r  * r r  ^  % fa ; v w f r R T
% fsfiT JTlrfarr TPT i fftnT ^Tf^rr |

f*r> ?*T ^tf^FT % sft *Ht^ta *TZ*n 
§ t  *3 ^%  i w t t  k  t f t  sfrfa ffc r

fen* i 3tt j t p t t s t  f  tt f^ g r =5nT?r 
|  ^ T f i t  * t  p r * r  * w f * r r  s fa fa fs F a r 
f w r r  =sit% tt j ssTrrsfWr 'T a r r f r  it  * f r  

3TT S t  ^ 5 ^  sr^ f t *  t — * P t f  % T O T
jrf?r^r ̂ f r  f  «rrf arr^sr ^ m rn  «r t  I1  
(«q*trra): . $ st farc  it 

^ T ? T T f i ? f t w % * r r i i r  srr T r s p t f W t  
« m r r r T  T r  s f a f a f t R T  ?A }i z  & R r  
wf?r <n*wr«F 11

t f m r  snrr v ?  t  f r  j p s r t t t  it  i f t  
sqw |  % fa*  f  *r st r - -fftf^nr
t  f * r  f t  s m r  o t t  T f w T  ^ tt o t t t w -
a r F lt  « P  «RTT I  l ' * i  T t  %  T 70
y »  t  £ r !f«V  i *t t  ! w  3rrT it  t f r  -anr 
f t n r p r r  7 T , W  y q r w r r r ?  c  srr* it  s t  
zrr s it arsT * t  ?ier f  t r %  5* 
5 7 , 5̂fr * £ ¥  t f t  I T F ft  IT 7m  3T ^  * t  f W P T T  
$ t  «r%  m " f t  *r  jts t  < r  t  ftp ta fr  
s m  %  * f t * f t  r r  if» «n 4 t < r  q rtt
W O T ^ m  £  *rsr « ft  ? W T  ^ T T  STfT J 
^ w p w f t ) :  v * f t  w r T ' i  w y ,

^ rftr v < fr  ■s’®7  ift  ts ? r  ^rrsn 
sn sftirr̂ r €t« rfto q r ift wrm 11

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER- If Mr. 
Jagannathrao Joshi’s picture does not 
appear on the TV, the TV is the poorer 
tor that So, why is he complaining?

«ft v w m  t w  sitaft ■ ?ft
% f i t  If vft t  I 3TT̂ Jr nV
M r  f«F*rr ^ntr, qr^ e  % »r«nt 
^  ^ r^ t t i t  f f  r̂?r fR W  «fR:
arfaw f  ^mr f̂r i n*r tfr ^v rr
ftr t o  H*$ ?T Tfrf^ Tt 5RET 
srm w o fr «fr f»f?r m  I  crrf̂ r
W4JWWntfl TT «ft ?Tf5T 9W I

snsjt % m«T ^  ^ T T  f  T̂PfV 
*T^T  ̂w 5r f̂TT ir ire) WTcTt JPT m

I

MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER 1 see 
the name of Mi D D Desai Is he 
interested m speaking7 The way in 
which is sitting and moving around, it 
does not &cem that he is \ery keen on 
<;pt oking K he interested in speaking?

SHRI D D DESAI Yes I was 
expo’tins that 1 would not get time. 
At 3 30 pm I huve to attend a con- 
bult<itive committee meeting *md bo, 1 
was wondering whether 1 would get 
time

In regard  to the P ies*  Coumil (Am* 
endmerit> Bill w hich has l*een presen-
ted before us today 1 would strong!^ 
urge G overnm ent to see th a t it is mudt 
as independent as po&SJlJe. because it 
had already landed itself m a situation 
w here three illustrious people nomina-
ted by G overnm ent, namely, tht 
Speaker the Vice President and thi 
Chief Justice w ere undei severe attack 
from some section of the press and, 
therefore they had felt sorry that 
had landed themselves into that un-
pleasant controversy and therefore, 
they left the press council 
Today, the result is that we find that 
the press council is without the ape* 
body which could take care of or 
honourably discharge its obligations

There is a difference between the 
press and the government A govern- 
m m  identifying itself with the Pre - 
is never worth-while in a democracy 
We have seen recently how in the USA



&z‘ HeB- and Pre** BHADRA 7f 1896 iSAKA) Council (Amdt.) Bill 234

[Shri D. D. Desai] 
and several other countries including 
West Germany, Japan and even the 
UK, the government had been thrown 
out ot somebody in office had to leave 
because of exposure by the press. The 
latest instance is that of Mr. Willy 
Brandt who had to resign and leave 
as Chancelloi ot West Germany. Simi-
larly Nixon had to leave on account of 
the two young journalists ol the 
Washington Post who exposed some-
thing whuh was then classified as 
third-rate burglary as they colled it 
People were asking why the fair name 
of a country like the USA was dragg-
ed into it and why the tan name of 
the President should be Drought into 
that thud late burglary and so on, but 
ultimately they went tin pursuing the 
matter with the result that Nixon had 
to leave But the reputation of that 
1 ountry has gone up muf h higher 
But the reaftion to it elsewhere is 
worth noting There are certain con- 
tioiled presses who thought th.it the 
American pros had brainwashed the 
Ament an people For esample th° 
S j\iet las', m its commentarv had said 
that the Amencan press had brain-
washed the entire nation so much so 
that the people could not see what was 
tight and threw away a person like 
Nixon whom it wanted to defend 

If the Government identifies itself 
solely with the press or the press is 
solely controlled by Government what 
could be the result> It could easily be 
judgeu itom the comments of the So-
viet press There it is a controlled 
press The interest of Government and 
the interest of the public are assumed 
to t>e one The press »s assumed to 
>'e a tool and the people who rule the 
t ountry believe that they have a cer-
tain obligation or a certain message to 
be delivered and *or that they are the 
only competent persons to do so In 
other words there is no freedom left 
to individuals to criticise or alter the 
conditions whereby the voice of the 
people could be reflected In govern-
ment and the management of govern-
ment or the day to day operations of 
Government so that these are in tune 
with the publics aspirations, in other

words, national interest is not the same 
as the individual interests or govern-
ment Interest The government may 
at one time be composed of X Y or 
Z, but m course of time it is likely to 
deteriorate What happened to Nixon 
was during his second term. We have 
seen how an mdruivdual with an excel-
lent record of public service like 
Brandt had to go After ail, the are 
all human beings.

SHRI B V NAIK Nixon and 
Brandt are not ot the same brand 

SHRI D D DESAX. I know there is 
a big diflerance but the deficiency is 
always there What we are diffe-
rentiating is not the depth 01 
range or quality Brandt lctft be-
cause he had a feeling that his aide 
was essentially a very j.uithlul and 
loyal person, loyal to the West German 
Government and the nation In other 
words he supported him I do not
want to go mto the controversial as-
pect of it But the fact remains that 
t* person who had started with an ex-
cellent ri*iord and whose public service 
cannot questioned haa at some point 
of time to go Of course the public 
at large d*d not feel that he was a 
desirable person to be in the job Even 
then I must give credit to Brandt be-
cause even before the public could
pass a verdict, he resigned the job.

We have seen by wrhat has happened 
in the past that the UK has ethical 
standards which are supenor to those 
of any other country I have travelled 
through most of the countries of the 
world not once but several times and 
I can safely say whether vou compare 
it with Japan, Germany, Scandinavian 
countries or the US, the ethical stand-
ards of UK so far as the politician* and 
bureaucrats are concerned are superior 
to those of any other country’s

Wc are talking of the public sector 
Public sector means ethical standards, 
But if the ethical standards of the 
politicians and bureaucrats fall short 
of the high standards expected of 
them, we have seen in the past that 
the press has not hesitated, if it is a 
free press, to bring to the notice of
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the public the failings oi the indivi-
duals and the individuals have stepped 
down. We have seen that the press 
has been responsible un many occa-
sions not only lor change ot Minis-
ters but sometimes change of Govern-
ments also. This has not been done. 
1 am not making this proposal from 
the point of view of any person, any 
particular person Since we are for 
honest, upright and just democracy, we 
should not be worried about truth be. 
ing brought to light and underall con-
ditions. This is what I would say.

There are certain areas of mass 
media like radio, television etc. today, 
which are under the control of Gov-
ernment. The Government may have 
certain, control, but, 1 would suggest 
that at the earliest date, these media 
should be placed under an indepen-
dent authority The independence of 
press should not be less than that of 
judiciary. An independent judiciary 
is the biggest asset, which a demo-
cracy can possess Similarly, an inde-
pendent press is the biggest instrument 
of public opinion It is an asset that 
a democracy can possess To that 
extent, there is the importance of this 
measure and the urgency of taking 
early action on the report of the Com-
mittee of M em bers of Parliament, which 
has been appointed to formulate, at 
the earliest date, proper press regula-
tions so that the press can be indepen-
dent and it can discharge its oblications 
to the nation We should not look to 
a particular party or a particular per-
son or anybody within the limits of 
India. So far as the press is concerned, 
there should be guidelines as to how the 
press should function. Sir, I thank you 
for giving me an opportunity.

SHRI MURASOLT MARAN (Mad-
ras South)- Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, 
the Press Council is the unique crea-
ture of Government of India which 
does not bite, but which barks occa-
sionally. It is a pity that those bark-
ing* are not taken seriously in this 
«0twtty. This is because, the Prest

Council has no teeth. Perhaps, inten-
tionally, it was created like that, a* 
the hon. Minister has said recently. 
Because of this, the watchdog function 
over the Indian Press could not be 
performed by the Press Council Sir„ 
it has become one of the ineffective 
bodies. The Press Conucil was consti-
tuted with laudable ambitions. One of 
the objectives o£ the Press Conucil 
was to preserve the freedom of the 
Press and to maintain and improve 
the standards of newspapers and news 
agencies. But, what is happening to-
day? The freedom of he Press in 
India is a myth because of the news-
print control and becau&e of the 
higher prices of newsprint The eco-
nomy of the newspapers is in jeopar-
dy. The economic conditions of the 
newspapers, especially language news-
papers, have gone from bad to worse. 
Now, th e  newspapers can survive pro-
vided they have advertisement reve-
nues So, th e  concept of a powerful 
self-financing newspaper whose strength 
and independence is based on the 
public’s willingness to buy u s  news 
and opinions has disappeared A*, we 
know, the Government. I me.m the 
Central Government arid the S ta te  
Governments are one of the biggest 
dispansers of advertisement revenues. 
Recently, the  hon Minister Mr Gujral 
made a statement saying that the total 
advertisement budget m the  country 
is Rs 65 crores, of which the share of 
the Government is only Rs 5 ciores 
But, how is the Government spending ‘
this amount’ It may be a meagre 
sum I would like to bring to the 
notice of the hon. Minister ceitam 
cases. Take for example, Readers 
Digest It is one 07 the well produced 
magazines m the world, there is no 
doubt about i t  It has established an 
office in India and they are repatriat-
ing dividends to England Is it essen-
tial, I would ask the hon Minister. 
They claim to have a big circulation.
•ay, one lakh fifty-thousand or two 
lakh copies. But, they are rot <* 
member of the Audit Bureau of Cir-
culation. They refuse to become a 
member of the Audit Bureau of Cir-
culation. But, I do not know on what 
basis, DA VP is giving advertisement*
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to the Reader's Digest. Many other 
pubhc sector undertakings also are 
patronising Readers Digest. I would 
like to point out this. The other day, 
I put a question to the Finance Minis-
ter My question was this:

“Whether funds are repatriated 
in the case of Readers Digest to 
their foreign principals;

If so, the percentage ol such re-
patriation to the total profits every 
year and the year wise break up of 
the amounts so repatriated dunng 
the last three years.”

The reply given was that during the 
six months from 1-1-1968 to 30-6-1968, 
an amount of Rs 67,000 and odd was 
repatriated to England. During 1969. 
more than Rs. 51,00V was repatriated. 
During 1570 more than Rs. 1.45 ]akhs 
were repatriated. Apart from this 
dividend, the company also remitted 
during each of the years 1963, 1969 
and 1970 an amount equivalent to 
£18,750 to its British principals to-
wards editorial and other expenses in-
curred in London on f>enalf of the 
Indian company This maga/tne is 
competing as a giant with other Indian 
newspapers* May be it is a well- 
produced magazine, but except the 
Indian money going abroad, there is 
nothing Indian in the Reader's Digest. 
1 would request the minister to look 
into it. While you have a paltry bud-
get of Rs 5 crores for both the States 
and the Centre put together, why 

should we encourage such newspapers? 
That means. Government’s money is 
going abroad. I am told they are 
charging a fantastic amount per page. 
In fact, the DA VP is questioning the 
circulation of small and medium-sized 
papers, they never even care to answer 
letters The smaller and medium-
sized papers in far off parts of the 
country do not get a line of DAVP 
advertisement, whereas a giant like 
the Reader’s Digest is knocking away
•  lion** share of the advertisement 
revenue. I would request the hon. 
minister to look into this and pass on 
this information to other public sec-

tor undertakings also, so that public 
money is not wasted on puch a news-
paper, whose dividends are going 
abroad. It is a very serious matter to 
consider whether such a magazine 
should be at all allowed to be printed 
in India, becase they send out a large 
sum of money in thei name of edito-
rial expenses. In fact, they can estab-

lish their editorial offices here. We 
are second to none in our talents.

Another laudable aim of the Press 
Council is to keep up the standards 
of the newspapers But what is 1* 
doing? Every day there is a spurt *n 
erroticism. In the name of youth 
magazines, glossy magazines are pub-
lished every month with nude photo-
graphs a$ centre-spread. When the 
Pres> Council asked the publishers to 
explain, they boldly said, what they 
are publishing is nothing but import 
substitution By offering salacious 
mutter at a cheaper cost, they said 
they are doings a great >ervica to the 
country* These things are printed in 
this report But the Press Council 
cannot raise a little finger because it 
has no teeth at all So, vulgarism is 
one aspect of the present c’ay news- 
papei world The other aspect of the 
regional newspapers and to some ex-
tent of some English newspapers, is 
that they are indulging in sensationa-
lism and blackmailing The Press 
Council sheds crocodile tears, may be 
.sometimes real tears, but they are
ineffective They just point out that
the&e are the things done bv sjme of 
the newspapers but they are helpless 
m this regard So, I would say that 
this kind of window-dressing will not 
do.

If at all you want to Press Council, 
it should be an independent body, « 
powerful body. There is no use having 
a Press Council m the nature of a  
police court m a small town In fact,
even the police court has got some
powers whereas the Press Council has 
virtually no powers at all. It is a 
magnificent zero. That is why I say: 
scrap tbe Press Council; avoid any 
kind of window-dressing because that
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will not help. If at all you want a 
Press Council, xt should be indepen-
dent with all powers.

Here I would say that the Chairman 
of the Council should not be a retired 
Judge. This observation should not 
be considered as an aspersion on the 
present Chairman, Mr. Rajagopala 
Iyengar. In fact. I have evei> respect 
lor him. But, then, there is the ques-
tion of propriety in appointing retired 
judges for such posts Democratic 
traditions require that retired judges 
should not be appointed as Members 
of the Election Commission or Pres8* 
Council because that will remove the 
semblance of impartiality of these 
high posts.

I would say that the Press Council 
should not take too much time m 
settling cases. They should avoid 
time-consuming processes I am told 
that m the case ol Bennet Coleman & 
Company to go into the sal<‘ oi ^ome 
wastepaper where black money was 
involved, they took bevural ueeks and 
months and, finally, when the partv 
went to the High Court the mutter was 
settled within a few days

Then, w the constitution cf the 
Press Council it is not necessary to in-
clude people of different ideologies. 

Neither is it necessary to give jepre- 
sentation to this union or that union 
or people with different political per- 
suations. It should have at least the 
appearance of a judicial body.

The conception of the Pre>.s Council 
by the Press Commission was rei.lly 
on very strong ground. It recommend-
ed;

“the Press Council not only to 
safeguard the freedom of the press 
but also to help the press to main-
tain its independence, to keep 1 nder 
review any developments l kely to 
restrict the supply and dissemina-
tion of news of public interest and 
irqporta&ce, and to keep a watch on

the arrangements made by the 
Indian newspapers and news agen-
cies with foreign newspapers and 
news agencies---- ”

Then they have given 14 functions. 
One of the important functions of this 
Committee is:

“to study the developments which 
may tend towards monopoly or con-
centration of ownership of news* 
papers and news agencies, including 
their financial structure.”

This is one of the functions of the 
Press Council But the Council was 
not asked to do that function In fact, 
in this Kepoit it xs ht'ited that the 
Pres*. Council was going 111 this direc-
tion The> themselves were doing 
‘some research on this aspect of mono-
poly ownership and several 1 elated 
matters Suddenly, the Government 
of Indiu appointed a sub-Committee 
of the Cabinet to go into the que^-tion 
and again a fact finding Committee 
was appointed to go into that Ques-
tion If vou have created a Press 
Council a specific function, to go into 
the study of development which may 
tend towards monopoly or concentra-
tion of ownership, why did you over-
step this Council** Don’t you have 
any confidence m the Press Council? 
Have you lost your confidence m the 
Pre-sS Council’ It looks that there is 
some kind of side-tracking the Press 
Council's function I want to know’ 
what happened to the research they 
mentioned, that they were doing 011 
Suddenly, after seeing the news that 
the Government of India i« also em 
barking on this work, they have stop-
ped this function I want an answer 
from the hon Minister whether the 
Government has lost the confidence m 
the Press Council

MR DEPUTY SPEAKER Now. we 
have a Member of the celebrated 
Committee which is to evolve a machi- 
nary for the purpose. I would 
to know from him why the Committee 
has taken such an inordinately lont* 
time to come to a decision.
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SHRI DINESH CHANDRA GOS­
WAMI ( Gauhati): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, 
Sir, the Bill by itself is probably the 
most non-controversial Bill that the 
c.; uvernment has brought during this 
session. This Bill wants to extend 
the period of the Press Council and 
the drcumstances neces,itating it ha\·e 
a'.ready been brought l;efore your 
n-:>tice. 

As a ;\'Iember of the Committee of 
Member,- ur Parliament, I would �a:, 
that we are seriously c:onsideri11g 
about the nature of changes th1t may 
be desirable, in the Press C,:uncil Act, 
particularly keeping in view foe cir­
c.1mstances in which the ..:dire Prrs� 
Council has been put because that 
high-powerect Cammi ttee ha;; refused 

t,) function. 

15.32 hrs.

[SHIU 1SIL\QUE S,\MBIIALI iH the 
Chair]. 

[ ca1: as�ure yo ·. as a l\Iember of 
this Committee thnt it is not because 
of any default on the part of the Com­
mittee or on the part of the c;o\·ern­
ment that there ha.:; been delay in 
bringing the necessary amendments in 
the Press Council Act. 

In the Committee. we l!a,·e been 
p::ised with many problem,. One of 
the problems is that the high-powered 
Committee which was formed with 
three illustrious persons, the Chicf 
Justice of Indi,L the Spenker of Lok 
Sabha and the Chairman of Rn:jya 
Sabha. has refused to function becc.u�e 
of certain unfortunate co,�tro\'er�ies. 

:Hier that. the Committee hns been 
ccinfr,mtcct with nirious que�tions. 
The question is how to mainL,in the 
interests of thE1 language papers vis­

a-vis the English papers on which as­
pect many Members have spokc:il and 
voiced their serious concern. Vv'c hnve 
also been confronted with a qucstion 
as to how we can avoict the Press 
Council being dominated by a big con­
cern. a monopoly concern. or a com­
bination of big concerns. We hc?�'P 
been confronted with a question as to 

Council (Amdt.) Bill

how we can make effective rq;re�en­
tation in the Press Council of catego­
ries of unions or categorised persons 

who are working in different aspects 
of press life. Also, we are co;1fronted 
with a delicate question as to how we 
can maintain a balance betw<>en the 
independence of the press and the 
ethical standards of the press. These 
are such delicate and difficult ques· 
tions. 

SHRI B. V. NAIK: I,; there 2, con­
flict between the freedom of press and 

the ethical standard? 

SHRI DlNESH CHANDRA GOS-
W AM[: There may be u conflict in the
way you look at it. A person may 
feel, "I have got u freedom of expre�-
sion and, obviously, my freedom of 

expression is unlimited anct the ethzca: 
quest10n shol!lc! 11ot come in tile •;,<1y." 
The other view may be that ths ethical 
question should predominate aud the 
freedom of express1c,n becum·,·� a se­
condary conceµt. Therdore. while we 
make a legislation. we ought to main­
! ain a balance between the two ex­
treme views. 

Being confronted with th��e c:ele-
cate questions, we h;n·e lhoi.;iht out 
various proposals, alternative propo­
sals. But the difficulty is that when 
we examine any proposal, ult in ately. 
we find that most of the proposals 
are not very satisfactory to really re· 
solve the problems tliat we are posed 
with. It is because of this primarily 
and because of our serious concern 
to imp rove tbe Press Council Act 
that there has been some delay in 
bringing the 1E.1gislation. As a mem­
ber of the Committee. I assure the 
House that we are ·trying our utmo,t 
to come our own conclusions anct pre­
sent our own views before the Gov­
ernment ,o that the Government may 
come with a Bill within ihe next scs· 
sion or so. Though controversies have 
been raised in this debeate which do 
not really come within the purview 
of this Bill itself, some aspects of the 
Press Council have been brought in 
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this House and I would like to express 
my own opinion also on those.

1 was listening to the speech of 
Mr. Jagannathrao Joshi. He spoke a 
lot about the freedom of press, and 
ultimately, while concluding, said, T 
am against all sorts of monopoly’. 
Tomorrow he will find that the con-
tent of his speech is completely con-
tradictory to the last sentence which 
he uttered in his speech.

Now the question comes as to what 
we mean by the expression ‘freedom 
of press’. 1 agree, there should not 
be 11 "reasonable restrictions and 
limitations on the freedom of expres-
sion of the press or any other mass 
media. The freedom of expression, 
subject to certain restrictions and 
limitations placed by the Constitution 
itself, is a very sacred freedom which 
the press has. But does it mean that 
the press should be absolutely free 
from all sorts of controls? After all, 
in this country today we should not 
forget that, having accepted the de-
mocratic form of life, the press plays 
a very dominant role in formulating 
the opinion of the people and also in 
leading the country on the path on 
which we want them to lead this 
country. There are certain groups or 
companies which have a dominating 
control over the press and we cannot 
permit a monopoly press to continue. 
We want that the press should be of 
such a nature that it may project the 
aspirations and desires of the millions 
of people who have really no avenues 
by which they can express them-
selves. It is the duty of the Govern-
ment, it' is the duty of Parliament, it 
is the duty of all of us, irrespective 
of party affiliations, to create a 
climate in which the mute millions 
who have no way of expressing them-
selves may find their expression 
through the very enlightened press. 
To that extent, obviously, some sort 
of limitation or control is necessary.

1 am sure, this has been very ade-
quately expressed by the hon. Minis* 
ter, Shri I. K. Gujral, when he said:

“Freedom of the press does not 
mean freedom from control, but 
freedom to write. How could so-
ciety be indifferent to the influence 
of the private owners of the press? 
It is the ownership pattern that ia 
to be controlled and not the written 
word---- ”

Another aspect on which we should 
ponder and to which we should give 
serious thought is this. In this coun-
try, really, has there been a freedom 
of expression? Whose freedom of 
expression do we want? We want 
freedom of expression not of the few 
businessmen who control the press 
but we want the freedom of expres-
sion of the editors, the enlightened 
writers. But unfortunately the situa-
tion today in this country is such that 
the voice of the editors is stifled in 
many cases by the controlling hand 
of the persons who are controlling 
the papers. Therefore, if we really 
want to have freedom of expression 
through press, we should try to create 
the climate in which the editors odt 
this country can express their view 
points without fear or favour, subject, 
of course, to the restrictions which 
the Constitution in general public in-
terest has placed.

The next question to which I come 
and over which perhaps not much 
attention has been given is the role 
of press vis-a-vis Parliament. This 
is one aspect on which I wish to say 
a line or two. After all, we shall 
have to admit that all of us feel happy 
to see our names in the newspapers. 
Therefore, after delivering speeches 
here, the first thing that we do in 
the next morning is to go to the 
library and see whether our names 
have appeared or not. This is human 
psychology. We all like to hear our 
own voices, we like to see our names 
in print, we like to see our photos 
in the papers. (Interruptions) There
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are, of course, exceptions. Therefore, 
the Press plays, even Indirectly, a 
very important role in the delibera-
tions 01 this Parliament. I am trying 
to focus the attention of the House 
to a very important aspect. 1 had 
the opportunity to attend the Com-
monwealth Parliamentary Conference 
last time and a very serious question 
that came up for discussion at that 
forum was that the standard of Bills 
and legislation throughout the world 
was going down day by day. It is 
not as if in this country alone that the 
standard of legislation has gone down. 
Throughout the world today we find 
that the standard of legislation has 
gone down and, therefore, probably, 
year after year, we have to bring 
amendments after amendments, a 
feature not only common to this coun-
try but common throughout the 
world. One °f the conclusions that 
we had arrived at was that today if 
there is any aspect of the parliamen-
tary life which is absolutely neglected 
b> the  new s m edia, it is th e  legisla-
ting portion itself. We are here to 
legislate but I know if you look to 
the type of publicity that is given, 
the most serious aspect, that is the 
legislating part of the legislature, is 
completely ignored today That is 
why today probably in this House we 
want to spend more time through the 
Zero Hour and during the rest of the 
period there is an empty House. This 
is one of the reasons that even on 
the most important Bills there are 
not enough speakers while everybody 
wants to speak on the most sensatio-
nal aspects which get' cheap and easy 
publicity. I beg of the members of 
the news media of this country to 
ponder over this question. I may be 
wrong, but if they feel that there is 
some point in it, it is their duty to 
see that they can also create a 
climate by which they can help us in 
really having a very fruitful and 
meaningful discussion and delibera-
tion in this House.

The last point to which I wish to 
draw your attention is this. As you

say we are hard-pressed for time and* 
being myself a fellow Chairman, I do 
not want to inconvenience you by  
continuing my speech I thank yoa 
for giving me an opportunity. I hope 
the House will reconsider this ques-
tion which I have placed before them*

mrrcfr : $  qwr st pt  urt 
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f ^ n r  r® ^ #  *

vh w  f tra *  ttt 20 f w
f  1 JjsT 30  fmz wrr

srfERnr: %fa^ *tt 10 forc sr 3*r
b w r  n m  farar 1

SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR 
(Ahmedabad): This is a minor piece 
of legislation and also a harmless 
measure, it deals with certain 
difficulties which have come in the 
way of the Government because of 
the absence of the nomination com-
mittee appointing the members of the 
Press Council and, therefore, there 
can hardly be any objection against 
this Bill as such. But what is objec-
tionable all the same is the manner of 
the Government resorting to ordi-
nance issuing m this regard.

I can see the difficulties of the Gov-
ernment ..

THE MINISTER OF INFORMA-
TION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI 
I. K. GUJRAL): This point has been? 
made.

SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR: L et
me put it in my style, if I may. The 
Government of India has a power to  
make ordinances under the Constitu-
tion. But, would the Minister accept 
the fact that because he has the 
power, therefore, he will go on using 
it for any kind of things? Is th is
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an emergency? Surely, the Govern· 
m ent could have persuaded the autho-
rities concerned to expedite the mat-
ter so that they were not put to an 
unnecessary r esort to issuing t'he ordi-
nance. That is my point. Therefore, 
I hope in future at least, the Govern-
ment is not forced or compelled to 
issue ordinances on such gr ounds such 
as the p re~ent one, tha t because of 
the fact a certain t ime ta ble wa,- not 
completed. therefore, in order to meet 
the emergenc,· si t :1at ion . ·1ve ,ire issu-
ing an ordinance' a nd get it pa-sed h1· 
~he P;,.rli .! nwnt Thi;: is n ot ;, healthy 
practice. Th i~ :~ wh..:t I w ant tc 
...: uggest. 

Second th ing is my esteemed 
friend, Shri Goswami, h as assured us 
that the committee will go into the 
question as quickly as possible. I 
wish that they will be able to come 
to some kind of a d efinite and co:1-
crete prorosal with regard to the 
compo.,it irrn n[ the ncmin:1t::1g com-
mittee so that this particular difficulty 
in which the Government finds itself 
today is not ther e . 

SHRI DINESH CHANDRA GO-
SWAMI: We are at the moment dis-
cussing whether we should have a 
Nominating Committee at all or whe-
ther we can have some other alter-
n ative form by which we can get an 
atmosphe r e in which the problem can 
be solved. 

SHRI P. G. MA VALANKAR: That 
answers my point to a certain extent'. 
Having said this, I would say, this 
measure which has come b efore us 
affords us a welcome opportunity of 
reflecting briefly on the Press Council 
and its functioning in particular, an'i 
the role and value of the free. in-
dependent press in general, and on 
the contribution that the Fourth 
Estc>te has to make in any democrary 
in the world and a developing demo-
··-::racy such as ours. 

One may not agree with many 
things happening in America, and 
also with t'he way the Ameri::u.1 
d emocracy functions. One may have 
objections and doubts about m3.ny 
things. But on one point every-
body, I think, should remain agreed 
tliat there is great and undoul:>ted 
freedom of the press in USA, UK and 
in many other developed and demo-
cratic countries. The recent example 
of the exit of the American President 
Mr. Nixon from the White House is 
a case inpoint. What do you see? It 
is ultimately the freedom of th~ 
Press which has asserted itself, which 
has ma'de a significant' contributiori 
in regard to the dimissal of the Presi-
dent who was thought to have so 
m uch entrenched h im~elf in power 
thaf it \\·as difficult to remove him. 
The role of the press in USA wa!I 
~ignificant and decisive. It shows 
what n free. independ·ent new,;paper 
world can do in regard to such un-
fortunate si tuation . Now compare 
that w ith our country. The situation 
in our country is far from sat'isfac-
tory. There are attacks on editorial 
freedom by the establishment. By 
establishment', I mean, both Govern-
ment and the big tycoons of businesg. 
managements on the financial side 'lnd 
Government on the political side. Th~ 
n ewspapers come under the sp·ell and 
the overpowering authority of this 
Establishment. Therefore it is becom-
ing more and more difficult for 
honest . upright'. individual journalists 
to function independently and with-
out f ear or favour. 

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE: 
The Minister is not listening; he i3 
t'alking with the Minister of Parlia-
m enta ry Affairs. 

SHRI P. G . MAVALANKAR: I 
don't mind the Minister talking to tr.e 
Minister of Parliamenta ry Affair,. be-
cause in any case I have the sati~hc-
tion that what I say . .. 

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL · My hen coI:-
eague has to reply to the debate and 
not me. 



249 St. Res. and Press BHADRA 7, 1896 (SAKA) Council (Amdt.) Bill

SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR: has 
gone on record. Even if I say some­
thing to him he is not going to listen 
to what I say; let him continue his 
dialogue. My point is this. 

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: I can assure 
my hon. friend that I have great res­
pect' for his wisdom and whenever 
he says something I always listen. 
Whenever I am unable to listen even 
then I respect him all the same. I 
wish to assure him that' whatever he 
has said, I have listened and if I 
have missed anything, I will also 
read that. 

SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR: I do 
not object myself; I was only refer­
ring to what Mr. Somnath Chatterjee 
was objecting. 

The journalists' duty is to write 
without fear or favour. A genuine 
journalist has to unde:r:go various 
hazardous duties. There are all kinds 
of risks which are involved. There 
is, as it were, a sword constently 
hanging; there is so to say, a certain 
in security. That is why Press has to 
be protected and its freedom preserv­
ed in terms of freedom of the Press. 
with great care and attention. Let 
me refer t'o certain events in Ahmeda­
bad earlier this month. Newspaper­
men had gone to the Gujarat Gover­
nor's Adviser's house, Mr. Sarin's 
house, in Ahmedabad. 

And when 25 of them went, not 
only did the Adviser not: come out 
to listen to their grievance, but the 
.police instead lathicharged the 25 
newsmen and one of them got 
s·eriously injured. Upto this date, 
there is no definite inquiry that has 
come out. If newspaper men are men 
who are going to write something 
which is inconvenient and awkward 
to the authority that be, then instead 
of rewarding them, if you are !?Oing 
to punish them fo,r such writing­
they are doing their job which they 
are supposed t'o do-then that is 
indeed sad. Everywhere and espe­
cially in Gujarat you will find the 
trouble as there is in last few days 
or so. Probably, that is the position 

not' only in Ahmedabad but every­
where else, too. What happened 
yesterday in Ahmedabad or day be­
fore yesterday or what will happen. 
tomorrow is also something worth.. 
observing, and it shows that there is. 
this kind of uneasy and uncomfort­
able feeling that obtains between the 
citizens and ordinary people on the 
one hand and the police and the 
authorities on the other. It is only 
when the police and the authorities 
try to strangulate the people, and try 
to strangulate the freedom and rights 
of the people that situations of this 
sort are created. On some flimsy 
grounds some are arrested-it may be 
right or wrong-and even on superfi­
cial grounds they are arrested. My 
information is this. A young cloth 
merchant in Ahmedabad was arrest'ed 
on grounds of "teasing" a daughter of 
a police inspector. This was alleged 
to have happened. But it was not.. 
true, and there was so much of dis­
turbance that followed. That is alh 
due to the fact that there is not that 
climate of confidence and understand­
ing between the authorities on the 
one hand and the citizens on the 
other. For the press, I say that the 
press media and the press publi.city­
are vital in a democracy. But what 
we find in India is that attempts are 
being made continuously by the Gov­
vernments t0 shackle and felter the 
press and the journalists. AttemptS, are, 
made to brisk and even banish them? 
on editorial freedom by big tycoons 
of business and they punish the jour­
nalists. So, we mu!',t stand up and 
speak up against such atrocious attacks­
on our Press and Pressmen. It is  
here precisely, that the Press councils 
duties become significant and crucial. 

Lastly, I request my hon. friend to 
consider one thing. I would like to 
make a few of suggestions. Can: you 
really think of any better nominating 
committee-stronger and more accept­
able-than the on·e consistini of Vice­
President (Chairman of Rajya Sabha), 
Speaker and Chief Justice? It is 
better to have a committee consisting­
of these three people. Around these-
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three persons’ names have been woven 
so well and firmly during these last 
twentyseven years the traditions of in-
tegrity, impartiality and independence 
that there can be reasonable assurance 
that they can make a good choice of 
the Members of the Press Council. 
Moreover, if the Press Council has to 
.function better, and if it has to func-
tion effectively on its own, 1 would 
suggest to Government that they come 
fcrward with some kind of a small 
amendment saying that criticism of 
this nominating Committee {.hrll not 
be permitted or even if there be cuti- 
-cisro it shall be fair criticism. You 
can put in some kind of a reasonable 
restraint, so that unfair criticism is 
avoided. I am not saying anything 
with regard to decision making or 
selection-making power as such

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE- 
How will they decide that? If there 
are 20 names, how will they select 
out of them?

SHRI P. G MAVALANKAR: 
Obviously they will decide on the 
basis of their general competence and 
-experience. These three honourable 
men are highly respected and have the 
traditions of integrity, impartiality and 
independence After all, you have to 
put faith in’ some kind of a machinery. 
Lastly, I want to suggest that the 
Press Council should not have any 
punitive powers. They should not 
punish anybody Let them of course 
tse free to pass any moral strictures on 
the wrong doers That would be 
enough. We have seen that even in 
a developing democracy, public 
opinion will have its own effect But 
I hope Shri Gujral will see to it that 
the amendment that he brings for-
ward will be such that the Press 
Council has some powers of even sum-
moning the parties concerned. To-
day, the difficulty is that the Press 
Council cannot summon. You would 
*»ve heard that in Haryana, in con-
nection with certain cases, the Press 
<CounciI wanted the Haryana Govern-

ment definitely to send their represen-
tatives to give evidence, in particular 
they wanted Shri Bansi Lai, the Chief 
Minister or his representative to give 
evidence before them. I was told 
that nobody from Haryana Govern-
ment came before the Press Council 
for giving evidence. If the Press 
council are not able to summon any-
body, then how can they proceed 
further’ So, if you can give some 
powers to the Press Council for sum-
moning, then the funtioning of the 
Pi ess Council would really prove 
more helpful and the freedom of the 
Press will have greater meaning and 
greater significance.
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SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA 
(Begusa,J:.ai): I have absolutely no 
doubt that the time has come when 
we must set up another Press Com­
mission. The first Press Commission 
was appointed about 22 years back. 
During this period, enough experience 
has been garnered in the light of which 
the constitution and the functions of 
the press council could be reviewed. 
That has happened in the United 
Kingdom also, that from time to time 
Press Commissions have been ap­
pointed, and I should think that Gov­
ernment would address themselves to 
this problem now after 22 years. 

Broadly, what has been our experi­
ence during this long interval? Our 
experience has been that the press 
council cannot function properly so 
long as the suppressed-council of Mr. 
Gujral functions, reinforced by the 
sup-press-lords in the sphere of busi­
ness and industry. That was what had 
happened during the course of the 
railway strike. During the railway 
strike, all kinds of reprehensible 
hoardings and pamphlets were brought 
out and publicity materials were 
brought out by Government. But Gov­
ernment were nof satisfied with them 
at all and they invoked the assistance 
of the FICCI. Government did de­
pend upon their own enormous re­
sources in the matter of publicity but 
they had also invoked the assistance 
of the Federation of Indian Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry to support 
them in their endeavour to malign the 
striking railway employees. That is 
what has happened. So, does it lie in 
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ttte mouth of my bon. friends from 
the other side to ftay that the business-
men and the industrialists happened 
to be on the other side? Here is a clear 
example where the apex body of indus-
try and business, namely the FICCI 
came to their help and rescue at the 
time of the railway strike. We can 
produce before you here all the hoard-
ings and pamphlets that were produc-
ed by the FICCI on that occasion.

PROF. MADHU D AND A V ATE (Rai-
pur): We must salute Mrs. Gandhi.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA: I 
have spoken about the sup-pressed* 
council of Mr. Gujral functioning at 
the Central level, but they have got 
their own subedars at the State level. 
One of the subedars is very near to 
the capital city of Delhi, that is, the 
subedar in Chaudhary Bansi Lai. You 
know how the press council had passed 
strictures on that Government, but 
those strictures have remained com-
pletely sterile, Why did not my hon. 
friends on the other side, if they were 
champions of liberty and freedom of 
the press, address themselves to this 
task? What exactly have they done? 
When we used to.iunction in the united 
body of the Congress, we did take up 
such matters in our general body 
meeting or in the executive com-
mittee meetings. Now, during these 
days of the supreme leadership of the 
Prime Minister, nobody can speak out 
his mind.

That is how their party is function-
ing. Why are they not pulling up this 
sup-press-lord called Chaudhary Bansi 
Lai? Mr. Ghafoor's regime in Bihar 
has been responsible for the worst kind 
of atrocities on two important news-
papers from which we derived inspira-
tion all these days—J am speaking of 
the Searchlight and Pradeep—since 
independence and even before. Why 
have these people not taken any action 
against Mr. Ghafoor If the people of 
Bihar have risen against the regime 
there, it is because they have found 
some fault with i t  And look at the 
complacancy of some of the hon. 

I t e M - 1.

members on the other side whep they 
say that the movement in, Bihar is 
fizzling out. In the very first week 
or probably first two weeks of the 
movement, you had to dismiss 34 out 
of the 46 Ministers. Who made you 
dismiss them? Did you dismiss them 
of your own sweet will? You had to 
do it under the pressure that was 
building up because of the movement.

Later on notifications in regard to 
the bye-elections to fill vacancies were 
announced. But you had to withdraw 
the notifications. You did not have the 
courage to face those bye-elections. 
And yet you are sitting here and 
speaking in these terms. These are 
the people who are going to kill this 
Government, the sycophantic and 
flattering type. Mrs. Gandhi must 
realise that it is frauds, flatters and 
sycophants like this who are going to 
undo them.

Therefore. I would say that if they 
had reallv love for freedom of the 
press, trie; would have pulled up Mr. 
Ghafoor for what he has done.

Even ray hon. friend, the Railway 
Minister, has publicly condemned the 
dejisting of The Searchlight and the 
Pradeep. He is a member of the 
Council of Ministers here. The Presi-
dent of the State Unit of their party, 
Shri Sitaram Kesri, who happens to 
be a member of the other House, has 
also condemned the delisting of these 
two papers. And yet Shri Gujral 
would not open bis mouth. They would 
not do anything about it. The entire 
world has risen against this kind of 
treatment meted out to these two 
papers. Their own men are rising 
against it. They are important per-
sons. And yet they would not do any 
thing about it.

You know to what kind of arson 
and vandalism these two papers were 
subjected to. And yet why did this 
Government not institute a judicial 
inquirv because freedom of the press 
shouM be the concern and responsi-
bility of the Centre. They should have
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instituted a judicial inquiry, let alone 
what is being done by the Press 
CounfcU. I have no doubt the Press 
Council would be giving its most im-
partial and judicial verdict in this 
matter, but this Government has failed 
to do anything in that respect to 
mollify public opinion.

Similarly, as has been very rightly 
pointed out by my hon. friend, Shri 
Madhu Limaye, there is another sube- 
dar in Punjab. Mr. Zail Singh who 
has cut off the electricity connection 
to Hind Samachar and Punjab Kesari. 
This is what is happening.

Then you also must have read in the 
newspapers—I am concluding; I am al-
most speaking at supersonic speed— 
what is happening in the city of 
Jamshedpur. The journalists are liv-
ing in a kind of terroristic atmosphere. 
One was killed earlier. The Govern-
ment would not do anything about it.

My submission is that if you really 
mean sincerely by the freedom of the 
press, then, you must take one or two 
steps. One is, whatever subsidies 
given by this Government to the 
agencies or to any newspaper in any 
form should not be their sole res-
ponsibility and even if it is their res-
ponsibility as Government, then, the 
Press Council must give its report on 
the manner m which the subsidy is 
being dispensed with by this Govern-
ment every year. They must give not 
only the report. These are the main 
key elements which would determine 
the real content of the freedom of the 
Press. Similarly, with regard to the 
paper, the newsprint that is given to 
the press, in that matter also, there 
should be a report from the Press 
Council and so also in the matter of 
advertisements. If it is only to the 
extent of Rs. 5 crores that the Gov-
ernment has dispensed with in the 
matter of advertisements that should 
be subject to some kind of control, at 
least normative and regulative control, 
of the Press Council They will lay

down norms and they will also givi 
their opinions how advertisements 
have been given to the various news- 
papers and so on. Finally, that should 
be supported by some body at the 
Parliamentary level. If Parliament of 
India is really the guardian of the 
freedom of the people and of the Press 
then, there must be a supporting 
body here, which would look into the 
reports of the Press Council closely 
and which would also bring to the 
notice of Parliament, whether the re-
ports of the Press Council have been 
seriously attended to or not. Then, 
it should be the first concern of the 
Minister of Information and Broad-
casting to see that the reports sub-
mitted by the Press Council are an-
nually discussed by Parliament sepa-
rately; not only as a part of the func-
tioning of this Ministry. In fact, it 
sounds rather strange that the Press 
Council’s reports should be considered 
to be part of the normal functioning 
of this Ministry They must receive 
a separate and exclusive consideration 
by Parliament annually on a parti-
cular date. These are my few sub-
missions

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING (SHRI DHARAM 
BIR SINHA); Mr. Chairman. Sir. this 
has been a very wide ranging debate. 
Problems relating to interference in 
the running of newspapers, attack on 
individual journalists, monopoly na-
ture of the Press, state of journalism, 
wrong doing by journalists, ethical 
behaviour, yellow journalism, diffusion 
and de-linking etc, have all been 
touched in this debate. As I said in 
the beginning, this debate had a very 
limited objective of extending the life 
of the Press Council. But. I welcome 
this opportunity to clarify certain 
points. To begin with, I would like 
to refer to the point mentioned by Mr. 
Joshi and Mr Mavalankar about the 
need to bring forward this Ordinance, 
and whether we could have possiblv 
avoided the extension of the life of 
the Press Council through an Ordin-
ance. I would say, in mitigation of
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course, it would have been better if it 
had been possible for us to avoid ex-
tending the life of the Press Council 
through an Ordinance—that we had 
-expected that the Committee of Mem-
bers of Parliament would be able to 
-complete its work in time and we 
would be able to come before Parlia-
ment with a Bill on the recommenda-
tions of the Committee.

SHRI JAGANNATHRAO JOSHl: It 
is a reflection on the working of the 
Committee.

SHRI DHARAM BIR SINHA: No,
Sir. Not a reflection I said in mitiga-
tion. We would have wanted to come 
with the BUt itself, but it has taken 
us more time than we had anticipated. 
Another point which I would, in the 
very beginning, like to reier is the 
point made by Mr. Madhu Limaye. 
This is about censorship. We are 
agamt-t either overt or covert censor-
ship, not only in relation to the Press, 
against direc# or indirect censorship 
iiot only m relation to the Press, but 
a’so—as mentioned by Mr. Madhu 
Limaye—in relation to theatre or any 
other media. I would like to say this 
that anyone who is aware of Indian 
history would at all times stand 
against any sort of censorship in rela-
tion of thoughts. We have had a very 
sad experience m Indian history, 
when knowledge itself had been de-
nied to many It is not only a commit-
ment of my party as such, but it is a 
national commitment, in relation to 
Viath our present need, and the Indian 
history itself that no censorship, di-
re d  or indirect, covert or overt, is 
introduced in any medium of expres-
sion to throttle ideas I hope the voice 
of sanity raised by Shri Madhu Limaye 
m relation to theatre, will be atten-
ds 1 1o bv the Delhi Administration It 
wns ihe Jan Sam*h who introduced this 
procedure of demanding submission 
<'f (he script for drama and theatre to 

administration for clearance
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SHRI DHARAM BIR SINHA: We
want not only a free press but a lively, 
prosperous and diversified press to in-
form the public on current affairs and 
express opinion which would stimulate 
and strengthen democracy in this 
country. Freedom and independence 
of press should aiso include the variety 
of newspapers available to readers. 
Freedom should not only mean that 
the press should not be beholden to 
the Government and I must repudiate 
any suggestion that Government has 
brought at any time any pressure on 
any newspaper. Press freedom should 
be the freedom not only of those who 
own and produce papers but of the 
reading public as well. We consider 
that an important component of the 
freedom of the press is the freedom of 
choice of the readers to select their 
newspapers. Dependence on industrial
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[Shri Dharam Bir Sinha]
interests which to a very large extent
IS relevant the situation in India, has
limited variety amongst newspapers.
Unfortunately the trend in concentra-
tion of ownership has strengthened
during the last 20 years since the Press
Commission submitted its report in
1954. In 1954, 15 newspaper concerns
controlled 51.1 per cent of the total
circulation of newspapers. Today, 20
years later, only 7 papers control 51.1
per cent of the total circulation. Among
English newspapers, it is only 7 owners
who control 82.2 per cent of the entire
English newspaper circulation in the
country. In the various other langua-
ges, the situation is as bad. The prob-
lem of concentration of ownership and
monopoly which has been raised in
this debate is very valid. I can assure
the House that whatever delay has
been there in bringing a measure about
delinking of newspapers has arisen
from the Supreme Court judgment.
There is a Committee which is exam-
ining the various aspects of it, the
examination of the judgment of the
Supreme Court, which is very volu-
minous which gives so many pro-
nouncements. will be completed soon
and I hope we will be able to finalise
the measure before long.

Shri Shyarnnandan Mishra referred
to the need for a second Press Com-
mission. We do not think we need a
second Press Commidsion now. The
first Press Commission's report is
very much valid even today. So, in-
stead of going through the bread can-
vas of the press again, our strategy is
to have expert groups to deal with
specific areas.

At one level we are considering the
delinking of the press from big mono-
poly houses. Then, we have a comit-
tee which is going into the economics
of newspapers. We are also thinking
of another group to go into the ques-
tion of machinery and other plant
weeded in the printing trade and in
newspaper production. When these
reports come in, when their recom-

mendations are available, along with
the Press Council, We hope that we
wouid be able to get a fair idea of
what needs to be done, in the back-
ground of the canvas of the recommen-
dations already made by the Press.
Commission.

I would like the House to acknow-
ledge that the press today is also a
power. Because, in a democratic
structure it is not only the various
organs of the State which constitute
power but the press itself also, consti-
tutes power. When we discuss power
relationship in any democratic society,
we have to consider power in terms
of respon~bility and accountabllity,
Parliament is generally accountabie to
the Indian masses, to the electorate.
As Baldwinsaid, in another context in
England, real power is available for
the responsibility owned. In this con-
text we have to accept the fact that
the press is accountable to the general
good of the country and the general
good of the Indian masses.

~.

Shri Maran raised the problem of
free flow of information standard of
newspapers, and sensationalism and
blackmailing which is growing in the
Indian press. I accept that this is
happening. That is endemic sin is
developing in Indian journalism today.
It hints more than it says. There is
more of innuendoes and smear than
direct accusation. I would not say
that mOst of the Indian press is invol-
ved in it but, as Shr i Maran said, a
certain percentage to the Indian press
does things like this.

-l

• 1

~

I would like only to refer to the very
disgraceful way in which one Karna-
1aka Minister was hounded out from
his office. It was more by a smear;
it was more by an innuendo' it was
more by a campaign of vilification,
without making a direct charge. I
think. nere again, the role of the Press
Council becomes more valid .. (Inter-
ruptions) Whatever be the political
conflict within a political party. we
are discussing here the role of the press
in a particular situation.

i

\

I
l
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As 1 said, in a democracy like ours, 
we cannot adopt a  vaiue fjree method 
of Jydg^ng the P*w»#. o#'preas*eportmg 
or other aspects of journalism, because 
value free method, I consider is a 
myth and Is a very daftfevous myth. 
In reality J* does not fit with any 
theory or the need* of a changing so-
ciety.

Another point that 1 would like to 
refer to is the one raised by Mr. 
Jagannathrao Joshi and some other 
Members about Haryana, Bihar and 
Punjab incidents. These are within 
the jurisdiction of the State Govern-
ments. 1 would not like to comment 
on them in this House, in this forum, 
on subject in which the State legisla-
ture by itself is sovereign. The Press 
Council has been formed and it is 
there. They have given their judg-
ment in cases referred to them. To 
that extent, the purpose of bringing the 
Press Council Act and creating Use 
Press Council has been fulfilled. I am 
sure, whatever the complaint against 
the Bihar Government is, which is 
pending before the Press Council, the 
Press Council will go into it as it 
went into Haryana complaint

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE: 
The question is. if the Press Council 
does find a State Government respon-
sible for anti-press activities, will 
there be a censoring power on the 
part of the Press Council or the Cen-
tral Government which is in overall 
control of press matters? This is a 
more fundamental point. I would 
request the hon. Minister to deal with 
it.

SHRI l. K. GUJRAL: It is a funda-
mental point. It is for this House also 
to address itself to. Do we or do we 
not wish to give to the Press Council 
the authority? Do we wish that the 
Press Council should funcion only *s 
an ooinion-making. opinion-forming, 
body’ Do w* want «h* Press Council 
to enforce a <g«dtftftn by an authority? 
Tft fe fwnt a question of Oh* Govero- 
**nf or this side of ttit Jftmse to *e-

> i 7 * * '
cide. It is an issue on which the na- 
tfetirauiit make up tt* m in d ....

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA: 
Can’t  you platfe the •reports erf the 
Press Council with a moral authority? 
Don’t you have any moral authority?

SHRI L K- GUJRAL: But the basic 
issue Is, whether to provide teeth to 
the Press Council By and large, 
both in the press and outside, a gene-
ral opinion has been that it is not 
good for us to give teeth to the Press 
Council.

It is also a fact, whereas I  agree 
that the Press Council should look 
into wherever the freedom of the 
press is compromised, that this House 
and the other House have set up a 
Press Council. This is something on 
which the nation as a whole has to 
make up its mind. Basically, the 
State Government is responsible to it* 
own legislature. I think, these things 
do matter.

My general opinion, as a citizen of 
Indis, is that whenever the Press 
Council has made observations either 
about a paper or about a State Gov-
ernment or about a State authority 
or* about any form of authority, I 
think, it has had its effect and every 
effect is not just legally enforceable. 
In a democratic society, opinion-mak- 
ing is a very strong thing 1 think, 
my hon. friend, Shri Shyamnandan 
Mishra should be satisfied with that. 
It is a v e r y  good thing that is hap-
pening.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA: 
How do you act in order to create that 
public opinion’ The Press Council 
must be supported by the Govern-
ment of India. Otherwise, it has no 
sanction behind it.

SHRI I. K GUJRAL: If  is an un-
usual thing in India that we have s$t 
up the Pitess Council by an Act of 
Parliament. Normally Press Councils 
are set u p ...
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SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHKA: 
We know that.

SHRI I  K. GUJRAL: AH right
That is number one.

Secondly, please do not forget the 
basic philosophy of the Press Council. 
The basic philosophy is that there is 
the judgment by the fellow peers. 
Therefore, when they sit in judgment 
of an act of Government which is not 
represented on that, the limitations 
are bound to be there. It is not 
that I want the Government to be 
represented. But some limitations 
will have to be reckoned with and 
also, I think, whatever the Press 
Council might say about an act of 
Government

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA: 
Only one word The journalists have 
to submit to the censure of the Press 
Council but the Government cannot 
be subjected to the censure of the 
Press Council Is there not gross in-
equality m this’ How are courts put-
ting up with such a situation?

SHRI I. K GUJRAL This is a 
wrong impression He was saying, 
‘Journalists have to submit’. There 
is no such thing as ‘have to*. I am 
aware of a newspaper in this country 
which was censured six or seven 
times and he did not care at all. 
(Interruptions)

MR CHAIRMAN: No dialogue
please. Mr. Dharam Bir Sinha, please 
try to conclude.

SHRI DHARAM BIR SINHA: At
this stage I would not go into the 
Constitutional problem of the sove-
reignty of the State Legislature as far 
as the functions of the State Govern-
ments are concerned. As the Parlia-
ment is sovereign in tt» own area 
and powers given by the Constitution, 
the State Legislatures are sovereign 
in their own areas. I would not like 

to go inlt the detains of the Constitu-
tional position. This is not the occa-

sion 0 go into the various divisions of 
power which the Indian Constitution 
has provided.

But I would like to refer to the 
speech mad* by Shri Vayalar Ravi 
about the growing monopoly in the 
Indian press. While I completely en-
dorse his sentiments about the danger 
to freedom of opinion and danger to 
the variety of opinion from the 
growth of concentration in press, 1 
would like to point out that the big-
gest danger to the freedom of press 
in this country is not from Govern-
ment but from the market economy 
under which the newspapers are at 
the moment working. This operation, 
of market economy itself is leading 
towards concentration, and I hope 
that this House, this Parliament, 
would give due consideration to this 
problem An hon member referred 
to about Rg 60 crores of advertise-
ment budget of the private sector a* 
compared to Rs 5 crores of the pub-
lic sector advertisement budget which 
include the advertisement budgets of 
the State Governments, nnd the Cen-
tral Government and of the entire 
public sector undertakings. The differ-
ence between the budgets of Rs no 
ororetf and Rs 5 crores can be easilv 
understood. I need not dwell on that 
verv  long The only nomt that I would 
like to make 15 that these Rs 60 crores 
of advertisement budget go to certain 
papers because of the market economv 
in this country, because the advertiser*! 
happen to aim at certain target areas 
and only certain papers arc serving 
those target areas

I am sorry, J have taken so mu<h of 
time I would like to dwell more on 
other aspects, but I can see that I have 
taken more time I do not want to 
hold up the other business of the 
House and I hope that the House will 
approve and pass Hits Bill.

SHRI JAGANNATH BAO (Chatre- 
pur): May I know the policy ot the
Government with regard to giving ad' 
vertiaements especially to newspapers 
which are published from more than
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one place? For qxample, the Indian 
Express is published from six places. 
The Statesman from three placet and 
the Ttmes of India from two places. 
Is it the policy oi the Government to 
give six advertisemmentg if a news* 
paper is published from six places?

SHRI I K GUJRAL The policy 
regaidmg this is vety Mmpie. With 
regard to advertisements we have got 
differential rates system so far as the 
papeis which are published from more 
than one place We have got a rate 
ioi one place as well as rates tor 2 
places and 3 places ett Whatever ad- 
vertivenents are given, it may be ac-
cording to the number of places

SHRI VASANT SATHE (Akola)
In the light of our polity f ir economy 
in the country, are you thinking in 
tom s of 1 educing the advertisements 
giv*n to the Press'* You yourself said 
that out of Rs 60 ciores advertise-
ment revenue Rs 5 crores are spent 
by the Government If the si/e of the 
advertisement is a full-page or half a 
page, <an you think of that the matter 
mav be the same but the si/e is reduc-
ed so that you save some money for 
tht country?

ShRI I K GUJRAL- I think one 
thing 1 might clarify My hon col-
league has rightly said that the public 
sector budget is R*> 3 crores It does 
not mean that the Government of India 
spends Rs 5 crores on advertisements 
The DA VP budget is approximately 
Rs 1 7 or 1 8 crores

So far as the utilisation of the space 
is concerned and the material publish-
ed, defending upon the subject and the 
area to be covered, we may select the 
size. I might clarify that advertise-
ments is neither an instrument of 
policy nor an instrument of subsidy
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This House disapproves of the 
P re«  Council (Amendment) Ordi-
nance, 1974 (Ordinance No 3 1974; 
*romulgated by the President on the 
28th June 1974 ”

The motion was negatived

w fwfa *rw *  f a  tfrfaR

<*r#w ?) f^R, j 974 t »* *rtr **$■ 

*r M  37 *r??rr*£ #s¥*
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That the BiU further to amend 
the Press Council Act 1965 as passed 
by Rajya Sabha, be taken into con-
sideration ”

The motion was adopted

^  ^  fafr 75i v*«rr«

€fr«r tr$ $

^That Clauses 2 to 4 Clause 1 the 
Enacting Formula and the Title stand 
part of the BiU ”o

The motion was adopted

Clause 2 to 4 , Clause 1, Enacting For-
mula and the Title were added to the 
Bill

SHRI DHARAM BIR SINHA I 
beg to move

‘That the Bill be passed

MR. CHAIRMAN Motion moved 

‘That the Bill be passed "

Shri Sanoo Pandey
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tww  *7% I

SHRI DHARAM BIR S1NHA Mr. 
Chairman, Sir, about Samachar Bharti 
Shri Limaye has raised certain points 
1 can only say this that he himself is 
aware that various State Government 
hold 75 per cent of shares in Sama-
char Bharti. Although we know that 
there have been complaints of serious 
lapse? about Samachar Bhartif to 
which Shri Limaye has made a ref-
erence, we could not interfere into the 
working of it because of the fear of 
being chatfted with interfering with 
it. That is why we have withheld the 
temptation of action in this regard.

I would definitely seek his coopera-
tion a^d help, indeed if he also would

be able to persuade Shri Jayaprakajtffc 
Narain in this connection. We would, 
also try  our best to put Samachar 
Bharti on healthy lines.

I would like to say one more thing- 
I refer to what my friend, Shrt 
Fandey said in regard to the newspa-
pers and bias in political reporting. 
All I can say is tfcft my party the 
Congresss Party or for that matter, 
this Government ha* had no mercy. 
We ourselves have suffered more from 
political bias against us from the 
newspapers. Not only to-day but even 
during the last three to four yearsu 
The problems within my party and the 
Government are magnified hundred 
times even thousand times m tbe 
newspapers That is all what I hav»- 
tn say.

MR CHAIRMAN 83 ft fa?T 

apt m x t  % fat* T9T I

ar? f  *

•That the Bill be passed"
The motion yos adopted.

1649 hrs

STATUTORY RESOLUTION RE DIS-
APPROVAL OF INDIAN IROK 
AND STEEL COMPANY (TAK-
ING OVER OF MANAGEMENT) 
AMENDMENT ORDINANCE*

AND
INDIAN IRON AND STEEL COM-

PANY (TAKING OVER OF MA-
NAGEMENT) AMENDMENT 

BILL

MR CHAIRMAN.
*r? m trw  <*? *

q rffefrs  fsm  q r  **» 

fcpr% vr ftftr fn *  t ,

f«RTT afT̂flT I


