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MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER Rather
seek his protection

SHRI I K PANDA I do not
vant to0 make a gpeech b

MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER This
~vould not go on record I have dee-
ared that the motion 1s lost and still
1@ 1s rising to speak  He should have
fone it before I have declared al-
'‘cady that the motion 18 lost It
would be irregular if he speaks now

—

16 14 hours,

CONSTITUTION (AMENDMENT)
BILL

(Amendment of articles 19 and 326)
by Dr Laxminarain Pandeya
¥Mo waHY ArCwgisa: (wIAYY)

g ywama* ¥varg  fs wva § afa

a1 1 AT AANI7 7@ 91 ffag s o

faarr fear ard | goveam wEEw

#X awg fedas ¥ @ afaam

AMET @ g FAAR WAL AT

arm #1217 ¥ €I Y

1834 3@ FTarAUM fagrNqr g
gAY agw ¥ afqar & =87 19 69X

#9BZ 326 ¥ AUMWT 97T fF¥

Z

1615 hrs,
|Dr HENRY AUSTIN in the Chawr]
FAmA FAAY SEEET F AER
g ¥ Faer warfase & fagred #r

w11 it A 9 & WA 9w
HOAY FATA TOTAY 1 T T AT R

Hfww s et afcfeafa dar gy ok @
foewy awg & @ @wew ¥ anmw
FRTHIERMT N TTY | A Wy
¥ & adv afer amc & fafaw do 7
WIS AT SUTEY 7 QA WAT A WY
¥ af @ #t 7r #, 1 Wi fafam oy
# 34l a4 # warfas Ay wg 2199
¥ 927 FT 18 T4 T FTHEATAN fFAT
& 1 gAr AW ¥ Y wwT qAy AN
¥ #Y "7y gAY Y @ fore #Y 5w
e A waigfd 1 Afea o
aanaTg i TR A gg ey Ay aw
e & faare Ay femr &

WIS @ gATAd § wmA ¥ forad
&% F1 g1 a9 § Teg wiee ¥ 9%
feegare 7 sarr A oF TR § )
3 ¥ AaE & giasnd Wi awAaa
¥ Wiy @t wgd § dfea o
FAHH wTET 7 §3 Q1 9g 9F< TG)
F7q [ Qar AT A7 7 3gT €417 450
FI AT ¥ fag ag w17 arearT ey
Aty G E, qafaaxt F Srua g §
T § 4 F& VT frar v § (5
g7 39 fama o frame a7 W, g &9
qrama wifg |

v frde § fr w7 At & warar
Hiw-faare FY w1 wamear A g,
firdt w18 faoia £ 67 sTawwar
A g 1 caa A APEr A jEY §A
¥ gw At & AT A vy & g fead
WHT ¥ TG T8 AN AN W WrA-

**Not concluded

Moved with the roommendation of the President,
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wat A Y W ww ¥ A vz
aff griY, g Faw dfoar ¥ v
826 N¥WmAFET I 7 T
fewmar gt g fF 99 Faw AT
froafadm o 1 F gwAar av
f& a@Td w1 A AR § W wwg w7
dureT sega fear wdm, dfsT Qar
W e A o) s g e
AW 7g fadaF sega FvAT qer

o feafq ag 3 fF 18 ad &Y
W, 1 sfEd FHAT AN T qIEA
a1 wwfa & 7 & & AR § avlE
AT WAt & 1 agT A% W 18 T
#t o &7 Al G 4T A TIHY
T awpary WAl AR FTIHAT 8
I A W FT qEY FAT AFITE
g afqsg 99 R fadz s A% @ o
few 39 F1 ¥Faw T qd & fad afa-
fafa =¥ & fom e w1 wfasw
T @Y & 1 ogr o fagmy W
grgy & A WATW T WG AN
Aoty #t wg ¥ wC ) & ot
FAR agt A [TAT ¥ A F AAAW
WA Y WE W AT Y wg
Agae @ TATg | T HT WEAT-
wifaw 8T gfaw § o aw fag &
FAmatg fFe@ WX #Y X FT
wawE g |

o fafaw smAT ¥ G% gfeaw
Aanfedy gz, srgwe uwe ufady o,
miea= dT TRIAYE, 6t favdam,
uRe ¥, qEeE a1 &g Y afoamr &
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Bl
wRig 18 a6 A Wy & wfew Y
grfaw qaar ar arar qar g fR A
a0 ¥ 7Y wmar g 18 a6 A 3
¥ safa #r ave w1 ufdsr W@ oy
fearwmar & 1 9 sfex 18 79 A
WY 9T FT 47T § 99 A wdfw
A amfas afe ¥ gan T sar
¢ 1 ag w9 fga-afeq o1 faame w2
& 7Y 9FTC & 7 A7 FT qwar § W
IET ¥ IA FT TEEY qRAAAT AT
arpnfos arst 9y & 0 ¥fwA
39 #1 A F AfEFT 9w ¥ warw
AT AT E | A gumar g v o
FY afefeafa & ug ofwq = & 73
waafa SYF AT e A& )

§ fafan #ma1 & wE@@RIY
D F1 I FT qgar g 1 zfeaw
Ay aFe A Fgr A § -

“Subject as aforesaid, every other
person demiciled in India shall be
deemed to have attained his majo-
rity when he shall have completed
his age of 18 years and not before.”

ferg A uaz A5z fe :

“The bridgegroom has completed
the age of eighteen years”

fadaya e uae & “agse” 1 qfoamr
ware R o §

“An adult is a person who has
completed 18 years of age.”

farg Afcer gae & Y wa= &Y afoamr
taad & fgg dfmw o At
18 7 ¥ oY A1 o7 &< 16 74w faar
mar g 1 39 ofreafa # g WY
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[wro weslt aremen  atda)

3 ¥ 9X wediaT § gafaere w7
wifgn 1 9 18 3§ ¥ =l A wAY
T o Ao AT wT & A @ g

T amgat g f s oA awm
& wlasre & afaq w07 w1 . N7
0 7@y iy gar &

gy g wHA A W 3W
e T Aerear § farar far @ W
WA ¥ uF fawfor Y # &
§ gu ®Y fawifon & oF 9@ M 99
FAT AGAT | FATT AN, B
A W, A 7@y fdd 1970, F953
84 9T (&AW 3.21 &gl w40

g:

“The Committee have given earn-
est consideration to the demand of
the petitioners for lowering the
voting age from 21 yecais to 18
years Although there are sirong
arguments against the proposal
such as immaturity of youth at that
age and financial mmplications 1n-
volved in handling g vastly increas-
ed electorate thereby, the Commit-
tee feel that there are no valid rea-
sons for denymng the right of vote
to persons above the age of 18
years, particularly when for all
other purposes of law, they are
treated as majorg and deemed
competent to handle their affairs
The Committee, therefore recom-
mend that art 326 of the Constitu-
tion should be amended and voting
age rcduced from 21 years to 18
Yyears”,

qg g wHA Y fod § oA
TR A CE T Y TN
AT wEe & woA e E TR
srvg far & 1 gy el o7 A2 o7

JULY 28, 1974
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fedfz it wft & | wdwewar R
#te ag WwAE frar §, ag OF wore AT
fodar § wfafe #r s womTge Widve
£ 1 &% qar qieFT 326 ¥ WA
dataq £ | & woer § arr qog
fe miflae #adr & fdd & ait &

a7 ¥ fqoT firar 7 xoa) AW IF
waq § 47 7@ @ ovAw W Y
A¥ FOr & for T8 F1 9w A TGy 090
! AR T g qar &
fr ga A 35 wfsmear &, 9
ot wfsargar wr T & 5 o
FATA & FTC A FrAT AT, O
FHrma $A Fid AATCENT, T TE 7
Ty ugy A A qrady w8 Wy,
Fre FY T&U7 a8 FOAA | G A
fr &) Ao & fF A0 w7 w28
#31% § 78 ¥ 38 FAT €1 TFAT & 1
2 F¥IT A Q€T L GIATY | FEAA
¥ 7Y WA A7 #7 Q€T TET
e s iy e , A W FCH 5
&Y Yy | gAN T A T
wan 20 @ FT QAT 7 E X AT T
25 1@ TS T qE § | Afww
¥ i saaTaTd I wHAT & | gOA 8
o & anz # fiolt @ fdy o &
dfiferr TqA * qIr T §, WA
raer QY | FATLI 1 IR
W qar § 1 gafad Faw g W
gart ARd # A a5 o, g
FhsarE ¥ 8 gk, T W 7 A
Py 7y G i< T AR TR
Fadaarfl &
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& ot wgmw W oww wg §
o e AT sfaEe w I% 8§
WY ¥ %A1 ST AT OF a9 F AW
ST FIHT G §

“The retiring Chief Election Com-
missioner, Mr, Sen Vermsa is con-
fident that the Election Commission
ocan cope with the increase in the
electorate if the voting age was
reduced to 18",

IR WY T 41T W AT T 2,
udwee Ffaae #r A7 TR A A
g3 A 8, A A fag vw g e §
T E o wEA Ay A

“He mamntained that the lower.ng
of voting age might create a vicious
circle although the proposal was
administratively feasible.”

=W WIT T owyr & R oaw
defafresfoasdt Afwem * | am-
wtfaa 7Y ¥/ ) TR 6y 6 T
frgmar s aftas | WIS
o9t %@ & A7 AOFH TREUT FOAET
# 7 g€ arg ¥ 1 SR AvF TR
fx #ed Y o w7 FT A AT E AT
FER 1 o ywtas wfeard a@
¥ oI s Q0 a@  §AR

L

et wwr ¥ 2w & fafm fagrdi
£ AT AP AR T T F Sq T AV
oY & Hal wAIET FT A ATREA FTAT
wign g ! ol gfrafedt & age-
wtgA< T @ET fAE ¥ TET § T
¥ ¥ fiF ST IS W 09 &R F &
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qTF &t TR AER 1 H1E amr Ady
gt wfem 1 omie  afcfeafy &t
am g TR wer & fr Fet e
¥ A1 ARSI BT A FET & @
JuF &0 FA A1 B w ot ag
FFAATFIUEET | A Ay 7 I
2 & wifa arere & over w0t gt ?
TSR & 7eeT gaa AT F9 fav gy
fa qeare 2 gifaT & afromrarey,
GTFT T wigs g &
af e qat-a ¥ gy IV |
AT F A% Aqq whawt & afy
aratfas Wi & fog w8 @ )
FEaS A A A i rarr ax
WA T AT AT F 7T H T AR
&, @gd Frer a4 &, wry &
Fea g fF e maw AT ¥ g owed
N FT AFIKT TAEr | e
w qaF W % fam w d@re
g & w1 TR AT PAr g, wr
&fveex fare gian &, W€ gifage o
&7 fagsar &, £1€ TwRT aar §
¥ gry oy R @ A v §, TRRCE,
Nt § &1 53 e foy §
ste gary aw &y fafi &, {wr oY sl
% T Y wweaw §, e faa
¢ avw voE Ag fmd 9| Wt
% X woAr sfaer faatg &< aF
T NFTCHT 7% (7 F1§ w1 T3 /Y
T HTC W FHTIAT T, 3w w1 wfeew,
Zor &1 e fa2m § @ @ § & Rl
¥ wrifa o &7 @ § 1 Afew g
2 & w1 afcfegfr afr @ w€ §



287 Constn. (Amdt) Bill

[ere medrarTran &)

IGH W W AT GEA 9T AW A
*r S amar fEwr 1 gna ¥ ARy
Faw o #YE Ife e 7d, 7 gArdr
JLHTC ITET AL 417 I ATAT §
W 7Y wror § 5 garAw F e
TF WE=I & | 99 HO F7 qI
TR AT F g W g e
& W AT i A o fewn &Y, o wiha
& g g wrd | A o Y aEe
fagre & wrw famré 3 @ & 9k ooR
T W & WY STATHTN ATYT FY
wifeeet & J= ¥ AT gEr 7€ &,
918 ¥ & forg 97 &7 wfvew ¥¢ &,
e v w1 awar A & oI
Qarafay Faferare 2 0 o &y 77 A
A T AAALIGATR TGN AT &
TR A HEANY & IEH FTOT OF
fEr N wrmad gt ¥ 21 =@
gafoy aft gf & fr wmo o e
& @Iy ¥, ST F I ¥ qET wd
WY ¥ FNITATT HA-SqqEqT FT AT
®, TN & #ianT w3 T,
Q&Y TRAT & 97 139 T79 %7, Farfaar
&Y, g w1 3few s 3}/ @
I ey e o SW wE X oW9
WEABT @ § WY TH AT AT IS
T OF AR § | T MEW &Y
AYT ¥AS [ I oA I &
/3% AT ¥ w A E ) qwaa ¥
TR §OT, A A A AL g,
aE WETES JEIC A A, aveE
gt nfear wi wor gfee & @@

JULY 26, 1974
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fagre &t wfw &t Ow = awdr
fagre & wife aolt o) g B &
wifeg wg ) gt & @ ¥ xe
TEHTT T T, XA w7 farware
wy frar ot frfem s Y e dm
AT T TR A wba wedr
YA SR IS F AT 00 I w
fr g sfawt Afg 1 o 38
wfgFRr ¥ & uF wfuwr § foad art
& FF R | IR A FTAOTE HAT
7 189¢ o1g 9¥ #TAA F AT I AaEA
#1 wfgwr ar sifgg | 98 7w ¥
qav T FYACT § | I AT F gERY
7 IrawET T TEIEIT W g
FEdS 7wy Faur s w0 gu
war o1 f% g1 3 & 1o wiww 8
TET g AET ALY 1 AR ug
gfugre T F.5ET 1 AT WHT TG &I
A% TREIE AR FREELIAT T8
qifededr =dle & so gAW
wEq 3T N FEEE s AW &
gamt ®  wfew ¥ oaEd @
T e F1 7€ qF fage & g
AT TUAN AW Y WG AT F Ay
Fg1 & 1 gar wetww faax § s
T 59 a1 &7 AR R § WX AT K
ST e S UF PR A v AT ATy
g7 TRIT W NEE AN w
we e ar  Am wifefoas
Weqwa ar, vy § 13 frared ad
wry dfe soft 9 saw e g
IAN TG TOTT BT N WA ATET 4T
fir waar 7 g 21 af ¥ war W%



9 Constn. (Amdt.)
Bl

18 WY A% ) T AR Y wAT AT
aor 8, wegfaez ot & avs ¥
safree i & 5 X, 88 AliE
T qTE AT A Fr AW wWE R
WIT TAqe AT TR & §GH TR FY
anr w7 w@r & froqw oa AT
1T wiwre A g i adt wear sefew
aqr §7 wfunT w1 wifas afgs
¥ gfwfoa foear srar adfee )

g ¥ wigy  wq-me
s o o Fwmrw ¥ A wwd =
g afeafadY ¥ gea faamt @9E &
Rex Loy AR F HAGT T AT
T Trz feg & | SeEW wer
“Let me take the earliest oppor-
tunity of saying publicly that I am

for the proposal to enfranchise all
adults of 18 years and above”

¥ w7 gafm Iga v wog fr
gary A7 F AT TTF BRSO A1 AT R
@t fafae TF o wwE &, ) weow
e ¥ gra af @y Four oS
zorrT At ¥ Frofy g w1 Feey
8T v@y ¥ oY AW AT TET §T7
fa=re w1 & fF A< afvfeafaar w7
e g 378 73 wiar famy wrar afem
afaa ars & war A ¥ @ 34 A
¥ farre owr fg &

¥ gwEr a7 qF qamsm Fowye
9T A Hd AG WANT &Y WL F
AT ¥ I EH I A W A AN
AT T8 Y AGT A T & 1 Haver
¥ gam g A ¥ gu & ArdT A
P T AAIN AT IA]
' w6 79 fwar ¢ K gafe w9
foray & i =gy g & o ey AT 9T
1187 LS —14

SRAVANA 4, 1898 (S4AKA)
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N WM W WG AT NI FY
IZIN FAAT HT AT B SqvFv fear &
IR 7 oY G ¢F THF B AT §
g § augay £ O w3) afey o ww
F =#YFT w0 ¥ frafeamed 4@

¥ ey v @ sTEE
¥R W7 TTET AT AATHT &Y
TEREAT T TTE W A AT AvEAv
g | ST FHENT W g W A
& 1 7% TR £ Frad 9 2 A9 4,
§7 8, 9, @47 10 ¥ 9FT  STFAT
E :

“Under the exusting provision of
Article 326 of the Constitution, a
person who 1s not less than 21
years of age and 1s otherwise quali-

fied 15 entitled to be registered as
a voter

The question of voting age has
In recent years assumed consider-
able significance It 1s well known
that 1n Western democracies, the
expansion of the franchise was
slow, gradual and progressive
Great Britain, for example, took
almost a century to arrive at uni-
versal adult franchise”

A% A1 ¥ WAT WIS A WY OF
T AEA ¥ AT F AL IAT T
48 T FET oY | FfRT gwr #Y afe
feafear firs ot | srair 3w 7 afcfeafiar
s & 1 ot @1 18 AT AY g 9
FrA T efpT ¢ 9 sarge Aaw #
awfas gfz X 3o & Y wdar
F o197 ST 9 AR AT o fTT F Ay
e g 5 487 97wy AT wT ¥
ge wayr gfrr W ot ow R
e 3 B Iz owT /f v g,
afew owy wemT T ) TE M
fastre v woq & 5 gare wgr Ay
SHT T wAFL A 18 A 47T WY ¥
w7 qvar g Al ag afer Y we
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' [sro Fg: AR s}

mt Ve B FoET oWl §5 WK
oTHET S WENT . FwEm
.“Other menibers of "the Commit-
tee felt that this measure would
provid.e to the younger generation
a sense of particlpahon m the de-
. -moctatic process.”

R EcAB B4 PR |
Fgr & W wWnt - wEr R
“In their view, there are no valid
reasons for denying the right of
vaote to the age group of 1821
" years, particularly when for =ll
purposes of law they .are treated as
maJQrs and deemed competent to
handle their affairs”

asﬁa‘ri’ra&a’g——

"The Mmister of Law and Justice
stated that Government had not
taken any decision in regard to
this.”™
oy fafaeec b wgr 1 S

1 I fewheynT § 98 34 IFR § —

“Havmg consxdered both the
above’ vxewpoints ¢ M

The Minister's point and the Com-
mittee Members’ point.

. the Committee decided that
the voting age should be reduced
from 21 fo 18 years. The Commit-
tee, therefore. recommend that
article 326 of* the Constitution
might be amended accordingly.”

- wmdr awmaty wivew, st fe
¥ fadtzer %< @ At gui gt A,
Porermr 4t st srgza gur 8~
Bw—ay ¥ WY 18 aF 7 61 wnarT
® fm ot & 9 90 Aw . #R
wifia, dfqe, sttt

© g et e #) fa’ﬂ“ﬁ A&
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T A ¥ ford ﬂalﬁ o

gare agr sty wmisAL 2 Y § et
vgren N BT gHh BIA vrcz‘f i Y

. wrafTa. §Tar mmﬁ £ LR

IATH 15 WA, 1974 A TG

“It 'would not be proper for .me
to make the commitment, but I say
that the Government are actively
considering this matter and a deci-
sion would be taken as soon .as the
difficulties are solved.”

ud maw # wft mar fr & w1 a4
fedma0T & o ) a9 & arz WY [
TEF Frasy # | 9E S AR 7 THT
%mmmﬁm&rw#%fw o
Y faaT #T W % | heTe fafe
w0 st 3 oft g% v gf fY ag Wy
g 7f &, Fifzar § S @ o2 I 17
e dton zrm%a#maarargmﬁ
fr TTET 29 & 9o F @i tgew
@ g3y w9 7E TwAy § fr af
g @1 77 A o ®9 § o w43
gT & ww =y ¥ 43 wff @ 79 1 R
qw § amdy g wirferf ) 3Wd g
qaTe 1 qifey fF w3 o I AR
f4 gw azeal gg afvfenfa €1 T9d gu
o2 fr gm sy e @ E L 8w
%1 afafal o1 gy & s aveE & i
a7 § g% w7 famfen 4 § | mfaer afafy
a4 Y 94 gwmfa @ fawfow &7 &

. Featam e faa av dqea e afafy

FAr o | Ty W fawfwr AT gT
wfufrdt &Y femifent 2 2 g ar
wrw ¥ sfwifeoral, oo, qay o
Far ws wiferdy, fafwdvosi Y
F«wﬁvﬁﬁ&w&grrﬁmg =
T A 4 W v F At w
Frat ST o fe e mﬁﬁ“
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wY oy wfwwre Aifew wfewre s
s wfeg o

wdY wgEg § g o gw A wt
2T f6ar a7, 79 99 #7 & 9
A wrenttr fvar & 1 ) e § B
e ¥ GIEY sga Aed w1 gaur WG
I & 93 §), AfHT TAT aad AT
forer wre ¥ affeafa & § &, faw 7
afes fagaw & & & foxr &, Sw
®Y @A gy, & wawan g i foelt ot o
Fr facnft qur ar aTAdE O w IR AT
fadt 7 sy nifgs | o9 o g faua
Fgr wEr §, FHE 9@ & SgEd)
F WY § w e foar &

qAAT QT AT T A" E
Fusr S Ao & AW IGT FT
ATEAT §-Sg1 A & we 2 faEe 1972
#t a1 e gd oF 9l FFLE | qg @Y
qra @ o 77-fars w0 ToT s
aY TTFE T09T oY W AgT H W | g,
§ UT e ¥ 99 ¥ AT ’F A A4
g Kagam g fEs-gaaAm A §
IAWIEEATIT & 9@ A AT
AT qrET § @R wwE ¥ vy &
zq fam &1 @ v srar wfea
¥ 37 & wedt #1 SA F Qg

“Shri M. C. Daga: Whenever
the leaders of the country go to
the young people, they are told that
they are the people of the future
and they should come forward In
view of thus, the voling age should
be reduced to 18 years, s0 that
young people could contribute to-
wards the development of the
seotmtry. Moreover, the new gene-
ration is more educated and mature,

They should, therefore, be given
opportunities to establish new
values of life”

wfvg&%g;am aE W W
et AT § &Y g 7w faw &t faay
frdT fadrg & cfta T v §9T TR ¢
afegn¥w § g wf a1 7w e §
56 A gfcada T wrgd §, 7 A
ATAT TG §, AT TH TAFT & I3 §
TR FY GeR FIAT WEA §, 59 Y
ffaq wAr Mg ¢, 9 & Ha7 fodt
7 o) T &Y sraraRE A1 gaaria
FYvar wrgd g A g § i ogw o
157 TFCF wigFH ¥ g 750
dar & & wgw fadea frar v g S8
Y Jr T At A W F IR Ao
2, avw ug wg F i arer faanfaay
¥ wwi §, faendl fage w newg #%
Q@ §. T MW AW [T A THE
@ &, 9% w e gt A g
I & qF T § wrw g oA
TERF I asir &
gy & ? af qve wwrdar & fant
FET @ 3 g N dEer wm@r
W 7 ¥ @ FEhy iF W w aifer
e foar wwm §, weE w0 wie-
Fre faar ST &, T w @ wrTAEe
¥ afcrda mrd a1 g g, G g
gq aftada & aoee ¥ 93 g0 uw
# Fa e fat | WAt o @ feafr d-
a7 q2w ¥ wrq w1 32 Afawy N f&¥
g, ¥ & gl ¥ 4042 wfawr 7w
fordr o, o g ¥ o § 1wl ot
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g #Y 50 P10 § S 7w g a3
W qg weT9T 3 T Porg g aeow
T gIFT Q@A FT TR TG 8,
iy fF e Y wvE & gl
fear may & 1w T gAY AN
AR a4 Haar & fod w3y a
€Y Ay &, v wafir wY sy & wer oy
g 1| gt swaeay ¥ forda 6
w | e g aEms Sy A g owr
#1 qaa fafe & weivg s @
WEAWET § , w0dT ¥ agwa § 57 A
&RT WY ST Frewd X wAar w1 favar @y
W HT E, T Foagwr F AR
7 %7 favar w8y fear &, wfawr @
gAY fagre & omax Wy 942 gaT,
TALMA § AT WA 6 Fpar /T
o & wr Y AT wEAS FT &Y
wr ¥ wowe A oAl ¥ o ae
wereT § faae 7% | 37 Wi m-gea-
QY #Y qver G & 1 T & F 9g wEw
TIE gaw Anrimdrd, ¥
aiger § f5 W meEt o @ owr
TR A F | TT qET ¥ 94T gt
Ao X fr me FT AT AT
wfarm & 7 35 wevgaT &, a7 Ao
wfarr Y ¥ fa% 7o @z wr i aew

O QT IAT & FA T F AHT AT AT FY
g9 grn, q| vaven fear AT wfsard
gnit + & gy g fr 3w & g e dar
T @, werereAr 7 W, SwAThET
ozfa & WHTe 97 R ST VR

T wY AgiET FOw ¥, S §

JULY 26, 1974
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o ST w7 anra &SPy eava fady,
77 rax 50wy wfat i gw I
& AmA wwedy ¥ Aag wor g
¥ AR TAHT ) AT T LTE W
wt 7§ frar 2gear §, 97 wer wrav g,
A A TW AWM A FFEART W
wifaar a8 § gofad Far aroamg
FT T g iF g R fagas srefs
FL 1

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF LAW, JUSTICE
AND COMPANY AFFAIRS (SHRI
NITIRAJ SINGH CHAUDHARY)
The Bill raises two points one—the
voting age should be rediiced to 18
and another—it should be made a
fundamental right He talked about
lowering the age but he did not say
anything about making it a funda-
menta]l right

o ®Hfy ATran gy F X qEN
& fragw fear & fr wfessr 326
¥ amuT T g0 AieFT 19 ¥ A
qorgwy fear g | A s g B
wifes 19 ¥ Y qorrga faar a1

= Aoy fag WY ww AoEEr
ORT FET A8 o TAfeay ¥ o4 W=
faemar .

Ay g daR ¥ greAfrmn
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MR, CHAIRMAN: Motion moved:

“That the Bill further to amend
the Constitution of India, be taken
into consideration.” .

*SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA
HALDER (Ausgram): Mr. Chair-
man, Sir, on behalf of my Party the
LCommunist Party of India (Marxists)
1 wholeheartedly welcome the Bill
introduced by Dr, Laxminarain Pan-
dey. Before I discuss the provisions
of this Bill 1 would like to draw your
attention Sir, to the reference which
has just now been made by the hon.
Minister, A liitle while ago the hon.
Minister referring to the observa-
lion of Dr. Pandey said: “Aap jhoot
bule raha hai”—you are teling lies.
1 would like to know {rom you Sir,
whether in Parliamentary parlance
the word “lies” is parliamentary or
not and if not whether it behaves a
Minister to use it. 1 would request
the Minister to withdraw the word
and only after that I will commence
my speech.

SHRI NITIRAJ SINGH CHAU-
DHARY: 1 did not use the word to
anything that Mr. Pandeya had said.
Since he had not referred to Article
19, 1 pointedly drew his attention to
that, And when Mr. Kachwai said
that he had said that, I said: Mr.
Kachwai, don't speak lie. I did not
say a word that Mr., Pandeya had
said anything wrong.

SHR] KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL-
DER: With respects to the Minister,
what I would say is this. You Mr.
Chairman, may kindly go through the
tape-record and you will find that he
used the word jhoot—that means, lie.
That is unparliamentary. Although
do not believe in Parliamentary
«democracy, I must say that.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Let us straighten
out the matter now, The hon. Minis-
ter said that he did not deliberately
use the word lie to anything that
Mr. Pandeya had said.

SHRI NITIRAJ SINGH CHAU-
DHARY: He did not refer to Article
19. When Mr, Kachwai said he refer-
red, I said no. He had not referred
to it.

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL-~
DER: You said, lie.

SHR] NITIRAJ SINGH CHAU-
DHARY: I want the debate to be
complete. Therefore I got up and
drew his attention to it, Mr. Kach-
waj intervened and said something.
I said, don’t say like this. Mr. Pan-
deya had not referred to it.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The point is,
whether you have said the word lie.
I understand the position of the Min-
ister that he did not mean that. He
only drew the attention of the Mem-
ber to the fact that he had not re-
ferred to Article 19, although it is
very relevant for purposes of discus-
sion,

Now, I just want to take the sense
of the House whether they accept this
view.

SHRIP. G. MAVALANKAR (Ahme-
dabad): He used the word “lie”
when he wanted to say “wrong”. Let
us leave it at that. I am sure he
does not mean that.

MR, CHAIRMAN: Of course, the
word lie is wunparliamentary. The
Minister says he did not mean that.
He meant it as ‘wrong.’

o fto Sfro arEEwT : WX IY
g “E 7 & g o1 oiemiied
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MR. CHAIRMAN:
this explanation?

Can we accept

*The original speech was delivered in Bengali.
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SHRI B. V. NAIK (Kanara): It
is a question of translation. Are you
going to consider jhoot as unparlia-
mentary or parliamentary? You will
reserve your ruling.

MR. CHAIRMAN: If it is used as
‘lie’ in the sense in which it is nor-
mally understood. I think that is un-

parlioamentary. But the Minister
says he has not used that in that
sense, And as Prof. Mavalankar
said he used the word ‘jhooth: {for
‘wrong  So, let us accept that. DMr.
Halder has also agreed to this. M.
Halder, now you go on with your
specchi,

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDDRA HAIL-
DER Ar. Chairman, Sir, I have al-
ready stated that on behalf of my
Party I welcome the Constitution
Amendment Bili which has been in-
troduced by Dr. Pandey. Even after
27 vears of indenendence the autho-
rities In power are afraid of giving
the right of vote to the boys of 18
and they are reluctant to reduce the
voting age from 21 to 18. They have
no ceurage and they don’t trust the
youth of this country, But I would
like to remind the gentlemen cpposite
who are occupying the seat of power
that during the days of British impe-
rialism in West Rengal hundreds and
thousands of young men below the
age of 21 had not only come forward
to participate in the non-cooperation
movement but they had shed their
blood and given their lives in revolu-
tionary activities in their earnest bid
to end the British rule and to free
mother India from the shackles of

slavery. We cannot forget the Chit-
tangong, Armoury raid case. In this
historic event a boy of 17—Shri

Tagore Ball fought bravely and laid
down hig life fighting against the
British rulers. Day before yesterday,
this august House paid its homage to
Shri Hare Krishna Konar. Shri Konar
had participaied in non-cooperation
movement at the age 14 and at the
age of 17 he joined the revolutionaries
to bring about a fall of the British
imperialistic power in the country.
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As a result he was deported to Anda-
man as given life imprisonment. This
is only to cite a few examples and
there are many such incidents in
other States also where youngmen
had gladly given their lives for the
cause of freedom of our country, It
is indeed very strange Sir, that hav-
ing won the freedom which was pos-
sible because of the contributions of
yvoungmen below the age of 21, today
we refuse to consider them as respon-
sible and are utterly reiuctant to
give inem the right of vote, It is an
irony that those who are enjoying
the fruits of freedom and are instal-
led in power convenicntly forget the
sacrifices made by the youngmen of
our country and they are trying tec
perpetuzily debar the 10 crores
voungmen of India from their legiti-
mate rizht to  votc wunder flimsy
crcunds  of their not being res-
ponxible. Sir,  we talk  hoarsc
about students unrest in the
couniry. No doubt our youngmen
of our country today, under the cir-
cumstances created by  this country
are beoming more and more restive.
They are suffering from frustration
and the only way out, to my mind, is
that they have to be given a share of
the responsibility which is hitherto
been denied to them. We have tc
consider the inclusion of students re-
presentatives in the University Coun-
What is the contribution of these
voungmen of our country to the
country’s economy? Can you really
deny that these young men below 31
are conlributing their head lnbour in
fields and {actories and are t{rying
their best to take the country ahead
towards prosperity? Can we deny
that these young men in other essen-
tial spheres of life are equally impor-
tant and they have been acknowledg-
ed by law to be important and if it
is so, how can you possibly deny
them their precious right to vote. I
do not want to repeat the arguments
put forward by Dr. Pandey, though
all of them are very good but I would
only refer to the fact that Joint Com-
mittee of this Parliament on Election
Law Amendment Bill had presented

cils.
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its report on 18th March, 1§72 through
its Chairman Shri Jagannath Rao,
had you wupanimougly recopymended
that the voting age should be reduc-
ed from 21 to 18, The Joint Commit~
tee was a representative body of all
the political parties in Parliament
and hence it was the unanimous opi-
nion of all the politial parties. What
would be the consequence if we con-
cedeg this right to the young men of
our country? Ten crores more young
men will be on the voters list. How
much are you going to spend extra
for these extra voiers? It is true
that we have to set up a few more
polling booths and it may be that
we have to spend a little more in
conducting the electinns, But is it
not a fact that whether we include
them or not the voters list is even
otherwise inflating and is it also not
tragically true that crores of rupees
are going down the drain through
the Government exchequer. If it
be so why should we not give our
young men a right which legitimately
belonging to them, But I am afraid
Sir, that the political party in power
today is hesitant, reluctant and ada-
mant not to give this power to the 10
crores young men of our country be-
cause in that case they cannot re-
main any longer in power and the
complexion of this House will change.
Those in power today may not be
there tomorrow and this is the pre-
cise reason why during the last 3-4
years despite repeated efforts made
in this House, the Government have
refused to give this risht to the young
men of our country who are 18 years
of age. Before independence we had
given a call to the young men to make
sacrifices to the freedom. They came
forward, they struggled for the free-
dom suffered harassment, torture,
and even many laid down their lives
in the progress of the struggle and
today we refuse to acknowledge their
role and give them their share of
right, When the independence actu-
ally came and even 27 years there-
after, It is equally steange that when
all the youth grganisations of the
diﬂggmt political parties in the ¢oun-

.
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try are one in their demand for reduc-
ing the age to 18, it is really incon-
ceivable rather lamentable that the
Government should remain impervi-
ous and try to flout the common will.
What is that unsurmountable difficul-
ty? What is that prevents the Gov-
ernment to act in the face of such
unanimous demand. Very ofien in
this House we refer to British Parlia-
meént whenever there is any contro-
versy about any parliamentary pro-
cedure. We have taken that Parlia-
ment as our model even though per-
somally 1 subscribe to the view that
we cannot bring about a change in
our social order through to parlia«
meniary institution. Yet I must say
that even that country has given a
right to vote to young men of 18. In
U.S.A, the leader of all capitalist
countries, young men of 18 have a
right to vote, In USSR and in other
Socialist countries this has right has
also been given and of late even
Bangladesh has given this right to
their young men of 18. If it be so
how and on what moral grounds can
we deprive our young men of the
right Very often we talk of our
young men in hyperbloic terms and
we call them the future citizens of
India. We look forward to them as the
future about saviour of our dema-
cracy but when the question franchise
is raised we forget them totally. A
right to vote will instill in them a
greater sense of responsibility and
with this added responsibility they
would be better able to contribute
their mite for the development of the
country. It has another advantage,
Sir, the ruling party, is in habit of
manipulating bogus napmes in the
Voters Lists and this chronic menace
will to an extent be mitigated if we
give the right to vote to our ypung-
men of 18, Many of the sogial ills
and social unrests can be remedied
it the young men are given this rlght
to vote. Sir, I have comg.across

news item in Hindustan*Times dated
1st Octobar, 1872 wherein the farmer
Election Commissioner Shri S. P. Sen
Verms is reparted to have stated ghat |
there will be no sdministrative difi- ,

4
5
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culty if the voting &ge is lowered to
18, This further proves that the de~
mand is not only legitimate but it is
also administratively feasible,

It is therefore my earnest request
10 the Government that when it has
been recommended by a Parhamen-
tary Committee agd when there is
unanimity on this issue among the
youth organisations of all political
parties there is no reason why it
should be withheld any longer and
I will hope that the Government will
accept the amendment to articles 19
and 326 as suggested by Dr. Pandey
and confer this right to our young-
men in this very session. If we re~
fuse to do it we shall be doing it
only at our own cost. The country
is sliding from crisis to crisis. The
Plan has failed and the economic
policies of Government have failed to
mitigate the difficulties of the peolpe
and already the country is witnessing
agitations in Gujarat, Bihar and in
West Bengal. We are sitting on a
valcano and the time is not far off
when it will erupt and engulf us all.
If we deny this right to young men
of our country even today we can-
not withhold it for ever. They will
rise in revolt and will earn their own
right in their own way. They will
struggle for it and lead the country
to the path of a struggle,

1 once again support the Bill and
conclude my speech.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Mr, B. V.
Naijk. Before he begins his speech,
I would like to inform hon. Members
who would like to participate in this
debate that there are 11 more speakers
Jeft in this list, and we have to close
this discussion at 5.30 p.m. when we
have to take up the half-an-hour dis~
cussion. 8o, I would like hon, Mem-~
bers to co-operate with me and make
brief speeches and take only five to
seven minutes each,
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SHRI B. V. NAIK: I rise to op-
pose this Bill. One of the most essen.
tial factors iof youth which is not
connected essentially with thig is a
frame of mind which is not hypoeriti-
cal, With Dr, Laxminarain Pandeya,
1 would like to confess that I have no
doubt at all in my mind that this
Bill coming at this time 15 inoppor-
tune. If what we call as eligibility to
vote or participate in the political pro-
cesses of this country has got some-
thing to do with what is called as
maturity of mind, I do not think that
the previous speaker, Shri K. C. Hal.
der is having much to do with that,
because you witnessed that he got
absolutely upset over the usge of a
word which was made inadvertently
when the hon. Minister concerned
was trying to be helpful to the Mover
of ithe Bill

17 hrs.

That, I do not think By any stretch
of imagination, could be called as a
mature outlook. If this is at the age
at which we are if we cannot be
mature 1n our outlook, I wonder,
with due deference to the hon, mem-
bers as well as the Mover, how we
can expect our younger generation to
be so mature.

Time being limited, the other point
I would urge this House and the
Mover to consider is whether we are
moving this reduction in the voting
age after consultation with the mem-~
bers of that group. If you go to any
person within the age group of 18-21
and ask him in all sincerity and
honesty ‘What is it that you want as
item number one in your list of de-
mands with the society in which you
are brought up?’ he will not ask you
for reduction in the voting age.

ot v faw gogany) ;- Wg
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they will ask for something better.
At our age, we used to ask for ras-
gulla but the younger generation of
today is much more «apable than
what we were. What I would tell our
new hon, member for Allahabad is
that if he can wait patiently, he will
Jearn much more. If we were to ask
this younger generation, they will say:
First and foremost, give us a job as
soon as we come out of schools, col-
leges and universities’. This the party
to which Dr. L. N. Pandeya belongs
may not hke wedded as it is to the
chaturvarna dharmne of this country. I
think the varnashrama dharma did not
permit the young below 25 any pro-
cess in the life of society including
marriage, Now we have got 1t done.
Where is the varhashramag dharma of
the Jan Sangh? Is it motivated by
anylhing? Reinforced and armed with
the power of the RSS which now
flaunts 1ts power and shows its fangs
in the university campuses and the
rolleges, they think that the entire
younger generation is with them, the
currently fashionable fascist forces in
this couniry.
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The hand of this fascist drganisation
is seen there,
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Now I would say: give them de-
finitely this voting age of 18, but first
let us ban these quasi-fascist and fag-
cist orgamsations in this country
which are holding the freedom of this
country to ransom. Let us ban the
RSS, the Anand Margis and such other
fascist  organisations which are
fomenting trouble in university cam-
puses. They are behind the food
riots, they are behind the agitation in
Gujarat. Now they have got a very
respectable...

AR Y

SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR: With-
out going into the merits of the ques-
tion whether we should brand the
RSS ete., as fascist or not, may I know
whether the hon. member is serious-
ly suggesting and arguing that the de-
mand for reduction of the voting age
is being made only by the RSS and
such other bodies and parties? Why
should he bring political organisations
into his argument? Let him say that
the age of 18 for voting is not valid.

SHRI B. V. NAIK: He asked me if
I am serious. I am deadly serious.
We have scen this marriage of con-
venience in Bihar and other places
between the extreme right and ex-
treme left. Because an hon. member
from a rightist faction and another
hon member from the leftist faction
jom together under a common plank
with a common programme of de-
mands that does not mean that these
demands have got any ideological
backing. What 1s it that the youth
of the country want today? Do they
need jobs, sotial security, a productive
part in the country's economy or do
they need the right to put their votes
in the ballot box? On the basis o*
the competing priorities before the
youth today, what is it that they need
immediately? I wish Dr. Pandeya had
gone to the youth in recent months.
If in all sincerity we go to the youth
and ask them they will say, voting is
a hypothetical right, one vote among

the millions @ ¥ wEER!
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a1 at a particulay point of time,
you can get a plebiscite in favour of
anything and against anything. It §s
possible to manipulate. We politicians,
are capable of all the trickery that
the human mind is capable of....

If we see article 56, we see that
the President of India should have =
minimum age of 35. Whey do not
give that righet to a person who is
21? (Interruptions.)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude
now.

SHRI B. V. NAIK: I am only urging
that although it is well-intentioned,
whatever is fashionable for the rich
countries which he has referred to,
Australia, Canada and others, 1t is not
relevant here, We have other priorit~
jes. I think we should be able to de-
polificalise the minds of our younger
generation to the extent possible and
put it on constructive lines and see
that they are not seduced or abused
by unscrupulous political organisa-
tions.

SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR (Ahme-
dabad): Sir, I welcome and support
this Bill moved by Dr, Laxminarain
fact, I was myself
thinking on those lines, But then I
found that a Bill on this subject was
alrgady on the anvil and only it had
not received priority in the ballot so
far. That is why I myself did not
introduce g new Bill on this subject.

Y would perhaps only say at the on-
set that the age tould have been 19
instend of 18, becayse from 13 to 18-
Winston Churchill onge said: “13 to
19, these arg the years!"—ene is sup-
posed fo be in one's teens when one is
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in the high sthool or college. By the
time one geaches 19 one is
ﬁ.t for exercising ' the
right of woting. In any case, I
feel that the age of voting has {0 be
lowered. What are the objectiops of
Government to that? But before I
come to those, may I say this Mr.
Chairman, Sir? On a debate like this,
as a matter of fact, on any debate in
Private Members’ Business, do you net
think, Mr. Chairman that it would
be right and proper for the Ministers
concerned to be present instead of
leaving the matters to their colleagues
or deputies? I have the greatest res-
pect of Shri Nitiraj Singh Chaughuri
But if the Private Members’ Busineas
is to be given sanctity and respecta-
bility, then a full-fledged member of
the Cabinet should be present when
such matters are being discussed. Sir,
I am making this point for your consi-
deration.

Now, let us see what can be the
objections of Government to this
Bill” One would be that the expenses
would go up because there would be
more voters and the other would be
that the number of voters would go
up. Both these objections can be rul.
ed out by saying that even without
the lowering of the voting age, the
expenses are going up and the num-
ber of voters will also go up But the
real difficulty, and it is true not only
of this Government but of many
other governments which of late have
accepted this amendment and reduced
the age from 21 to 18, is that they
are afraid of youth organisations and
youth power. They feel that it the
youth at 18 are given their right to
vote, they will not vote for the estab-
lished government of the day. That
is why there is an inherent, almost
built in, fear or complex on the part of
various governmenis in democratic
countries as well as non-democratic
countries agaipst giving the right of
vote to the younger people at the age
of 18.

Moreover, there may be the ques-
tion or a debate whether aduithood
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and respopsibility are possible ai the
age of 18, My hon, friend, Shri
Nayak, at least at the end of his
speech made some valid point that
in the Indian climate our youth at
the age of 18 are not so better off
compared to the youth of western
cguntries, so far as their intellectual
and mental development is concerned.

I do concede the point that what is
happening in our colleges and uni-
versities today shows a certain amount
of immaturity in the young boys and
girls. But it is not their fault. To-
day the colleges and universities are
such that the boys and girls are not
able to think independently, stand on
their own legs and solve their own
problems, There is too much of se-
curity in our society. Parents are
afraid that their children may go
wrong, 1f they are given more free-
dom. Therefore, they prohibit them
from doing many things. In the
foreign countries, on the other hand
the youth are given the freedom
to commit mistakes. The youth in
foreign countries psychologically, in-
tellectually and mentally are more
active, responsible and advanced. But,
then, that is not to suggest that be-
cause the Indian students or youth
lag behind, so they should be denied
this privilege. They should be given
the right to get involved in the de-
mocratic set up at the age of 18.

It is very difficult to say whether a
person becomes an adult at 18 or 21.
But there should be some place where
to draw the line. I personally be-
lieve that 18 years is good. If at this
age one could join the army, or de-
cide to marry and choose one’s life’s
partner, or achieve majority for hand-
ling financial transactions, I do not
know why the age of 1B is not good
for choosing as to who will be the
elected representative, M.L.A., or M.P.

SHARI ALKAR (Kathapur):
There is no difference between choos-
fpg @ wite and choosing an MP.
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SHRI P. . MAVALANKAR: Both
require g delicate judgment. In the
case of choosing the wife or the hus-
band perhaps there is no remedy. But
in the case of choosing an MLA or
MP, there is a remedy at the end of
five year.
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Now, Sir, Dr, Pandeya has given
several examples of countries like
UK., US.A, Canada and other wes-
tern European countries and also of
countries in the developing world
where the voting age has been re-
duced from 21 to 18 years. If some
of the countries in the developing
world can take the experiment bold-
ly, I do not know why we in India
cannot take this experiment and do
it boldly. I must say that, if you
do not give this right to vote at the
age of 18, it means that you are deny-
ing a large number of young men and
women of this country the rightful
privilege that they have got for in-
volvement and participation in  the
democratic set-up of this country, If
the right to vote is given at the age
of 18, I am sure the intellectual
climate and the mental make-up, about
which ] have made a reference a
little while ago, will eventually go
up. After a]l, it is a questjon of which
must come first. Should you first
make the young people more mature
at the age of 18 than at the age of
21 and then give them the right to
vote or should you give them first
the right to vote at the age of 18,
thereby automatically and simulten~
eously giving them the facility of bet-
ter equipment in terms of mental
make-up, better equipment in terms
of inteliectugl ebility? Obvicusly, I
prefer the latter.

1 want to conclude by suggestin_g
that the young must be able to parti-
cipate meaningfully in all the
activities of our country. Today, Sir,
the tragedy is this: Before Indepen-
dence, people of my generation had
the privilege of actively participating
in freedom movement, in puklic lle,
in public affairs, but I find, of late,
particulasly from the beginning of
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our Independence till at least 1870 or
1971, a large number of our youth,
boys and girls and men snd women
of this country, shun politics, shun
public life; they despise any kind of
mvolvement in public Iife and try to
keep aloof from it. If, however, we
want them to be involved fully and
meaninfgfully in the pubhc and
political hfe of our democratic
Republie, the starfing point is giving
them the right to vote at the age of
18. It is good that Dr. Pandeya has
not mentioned that the age in respect
of MLA or MP should aiso be reduced
to 18 years. He has not mentioned
it. Therefore, I take it that he wants
that the age in respect of MLA to
remain at 21 and above, in respect of
the Member of Lok Sabha at 25 and
above, in respect of the Member of
Rajya Sabha at 30 and above, in respect
of the President of India at 35 and
above. Owurs ig a country of young
people. Majority of the people of
new India are young people, vibrant
with youthfulness and enthusiasm,
and denying them the right to invoi-
vement and participation in the demo-
cratic set-up is neither just nor fair
nor equitable nor decent nor right.

In conclusion, I would say that this
Mouse, by a large majority, should
support this valuable measure. I
hope Government themselves will
come forward with the proposal to
reduce the voting age from 21 to 18
years, so that the younger people
who feel frustrated, who do not feel
like joining the public and political
life, will have a chance and opportu-
nity to make themselves active to ex-
press themselves both through the
ballot-box and otherwise. Only this,
can the country’s democratic sct-up
be further strengthened,

DR V. K. R. VARADARAJA RAO
(Bellary): 1 rise to support this BilL
T am sorry I have to disagree from my
colleague in Parliament from my own
State, but I have some experience
with the student community. I have
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started teaching first in the yesr 1929
and T know that the students to-day
are in a state of great ferment and all
sorts of things are being done by them
and all sorts of things are being attri-
buted to them.

1 do not think the question of Guja~
rat or Bihar is relevant in the context
of the particular proposition that we
are discussing, whether the voting age
should be lowered from 21 to 18 or
not. Nor must I say is there any re-
levance n the speculation on the
possibility of whom will these 18—21
vote for if they are given the vote,
whether they will vote for Congress
or Communists or Jana Sangh or Swa-
tantra or whether they will abstain
from voting. It is a question of
whether we should lower the voung
age from 21 to 18 or not. I am not
impressed by the question of ex-
penses and so on. Elections are
expensive and elections are bow:d
to be more and more expensive
in future unless you find some other
way of curbing the cost of elections.
1 am not also wanting to bring in the
fact that so many couniries have done
it. 1f so many countrics have done
it, it is a good thing. If so many
other countries have not done 1t, that
also does not bother us. This is &
question on which we have to take &
decision ourselves.

This country took a very historic
decigion when we decided to confel
adult franchise on all men and
women of the age of 21. But at that
time there had been arguments about
it. Many people could have said; the
vast majority of this country are
illiterate, they are superstitious, they
are living in the medieval ages ind it
would not be pessible to have any-
thing like g parliamentary democracy
in this country. But what have we
found in actual fact? As a matter of
fact, almost in the first elections, it 1
am not mistaken, in the 1852 elec-
tions, there was an organization caue_d
Hindu Mahasabha which put up candi~
dates. Hindu Mahasabha obviously
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should have appealed to the illiterate,
superstitious and medieval masses of
thig country and yet what did we And
then? The Hindu Mahasabha was
represented in thig House by one or
two Memberg while the vast majority
of the electorate voted for people who
did not go and talk only in the name
of Hindus or Hindu Maha Sabha.

So, maturity is not something that
is linked with hteracy or, if I may
say so, with the age of 21 or the age
of 18. If the people of 18 are imma-
ture, then I would say people of the
age of 21 are also immature and I
would go further and say that the
people of the age of 60 and above
are also immature. If you are going
to have a limit of 21 for voting age,
I think there is some logic in also
saying that people over a particular
age should also be denied the right to
vote..

SHRI MOINUL HAQUF. CHOU-
DHURY (Dhubri): Professor, don’t be
afraid.

DR. V. K. R. VARADARAJA RAO:
I am not afraid. It is Mr. Choudhury
who should be afraid because he wants
to stay longer in the Parliament,
Therefore, let us not go into all these
irrelevant questions.

~he real question to-day seems to
me that the students are being politi-
calised. No question of thewr not
being politicalised.  They are being
politicalised by the back door. They
are being politicalised by the Parties
not openly expressing themselves. You
have organization amount the students
which are not branches of the political
parties They have different names
and affiliations and connections. What

kind of the connections—I do not
know. Politicalisation is~ some-
thing which cannot pe avoided

and it seemg to me thst in terms of
the growth of the students community
in this country, whatever may be the
resort they may be taking recently to
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violence—there are many reasons and
this 1s not the time tp ialk about them,
1 would say this that the younger
generation of to-day know more than
the younger generation of my age or
even of subsequent ages. It is so not
only in this country, it is so all gver
the world. I would gay that if we
give them the vote, then they can
become properly political, Political
does nol mean in the sense that they
spend all their time 1n politics. Ag a
matter of fact, those who have got
their vote at the age of 21 and above
are not spending all their time in
politics. Some of them are in busi-
ness. some of them are in teaching,
some of them are farmers and some of
them are agricultural labourers. They
are not spending al] their time in
politics but they have a gense of parti-
cipation and responsibility in the gov-
ernance of the country. They can
take an intelligent, rational interest in
what ig happening in the country and
come to informed judgments on the
basis of their own evaluation and
analysis as to what should be done
as far as the country’s problemg are
concerned,

It seems to me that 18 is a good age.
I do not know why our iriend, Pro-
fessor Mavalankar should be so apolo~
getic and why he wanted 1t to be 19
and he gave some reasons. Actually,
18 means college-going population. 18
divides the Higher Secondary Schoal
ang the so-called Junior College. Ii is
really the dividing hine from the regu-
lar college, Students of the colleges
are interested in politics. They do
not get opportunity to get political
education by getting speeches from
active political workers and having
the opportuity to  Cross-examine
them. It happens in Oxford and
Cambridge. I went from Bombay to
Cambridge for my further education.
In Cambridge there is the Cambridge
Labour Club, the Cambridge Conser-
vative Association, the Cambridge
Libera} Association and the Cambridge
Marxist Club. Members of those
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parties inciuding Ministers would
cothe to their functions and they will
be cross-examined by the studenis.
Thus the students are ¢nabled to culti.
vate political judgment instead of
merely bemng taken in by political
propaganda. And incidentally it gave
them good training and it was a good
training ground for those who went
later on to take part in active public
services and so on,

Sir, I do not want to take more
time because, I understand that there
18 oné more speaker before 5-30. So,
1 would like to conclude by saying
this. I do not say that this is going
to solve the students’ problem; not
at all. I am not saying that. I am
not saying that giving vote to the
students will solve the problem of
unemployment. Well, what happens iz
this. You have to give the vote to the
people of the age of 21 and over. I do
not want to reel out before you the
statistics of unemployment. But I can
assure you that the vast majority of
literate registered unemployed in this
country are voters. They are over the
age of 21. Therefore, having the vote
ang being unemployed has no connec-
tion at all. I think, Sir, if we give
the right to vote to students, to young
'men of 18 and over, it will bring a
little greater measure of political res~
ponsibility among the younger gene-
ration. Rightly or wrongly. the
younger generation are taking part in
politics. They dig take part in the
Gujarat agitation; they are taking part
in the Bihar agitation., It is no good-
sitting in this House and making
speeches is not poing to stop them.
One should go to Bihar if gne wants
to stop them or argue with them.

So, what 1 want to say is this. It is
noi merelv g question of taking part
in acitations or not Students are
political. They are being politicalised,
But they are not being politicalised
on right lines And I suggest that if
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they 4re made voters, then, the politi«
ca] parties will take mbdre serious inte.
rest in them. more responsible interest
in them, more vpen interest in them,
and we will have betier informed
political judgment on the part of thé
gtudents. Therefore, whole.heartedly
support the intention behingthis Bifl
that speedier action should be taken
to lower the voting age in thig coun-
try from iwenty-one t{o eighteen.,
Thank you.

36

17.29 hrs,
[MR. SpeaxEr—in the Chairl,

MOTION RE CONTEMPT OF THE
HOUSE

MR, SPEAKER. Hon. Members,
please execuse me for a brief inter-
ruption. I have to inform the House
that today at about 1105, a wsitor
culling hrmself Bipalab Basu attempt-
ed to enter the Visitor's Gallery of
Lok Sabha after getting his pass
checked at the checking post The
Senior Watch and Ward Assistant of
the Lok Sabha Secretamat who was on
duty near the Visitors’ Gallery gate
found a spring dagger hidden on his
person tied on his right leg under his
trousers, The said Bipalab Basu gave
a severe kick to the Senior Watch and
Ward Assistant and it was very
serious, Our officey rolled and was
almost semi-conscious, in a very bad
state He was taken into custody
immediately by the Watch and Ward
Officer. This is a serious matter. I
bring it to the notice of the House for
such action as the House may deem
fit,

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS (SHRI X RAGHU
RAMAIAH): Sir I beg to move:

‘This House resolves that the
person cslling himself Bipalab Basu
who at 11,05 hourg todsy attermnpted

to enter the Visitors’ Gallery of Lok
Sabha with a dagger hidden on his



