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MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER Rather 
seek his protection

SHH1 D K  PANDA I do not 
vant to make a speech **

MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER This 
vould not go on recoid I have dec
ared that the motion is lost and still 
le is rising to speak He should have 
lone it before I have declared al
ready that the motion is lost It 
would be irregular if he speaks now

1614 hours.
CONSTITUTION (AMENDMENT) 

BILL

(Amendment of articles 19 and 326) 
by Dr Laxmmaram Pandeya

¥To swiftSTTCRr>r<ri*lT: (tT ^ V )

£  sF?rm* *r<rr f  fo i  *fa-

ST* TT 3T«T far̂ -sqr I? <R

famr srrs i w&m

s i ^  ^ z m  atfwH % 
asffe??* |H

21 ^  H fT

18 *  &  *ft 5jr?raR farr w  | i

*  s  fas f t  sfr 19 sfa:

VrtJS&Z 326 ^  *T9ftSR H*§5T

I  I

1615 hrs.

LDn H enry A ustin  in the Chair]

?R»n?f ^jffV sirarapft % st^ tr 

$*T % ncTTfq^TX % fa-SFT $>

? # ptt i w t ? i k ^ r % * r r a r c  «r $»t 

%m\ smFft <*> w r t  wr t

%fa?r «rrsr <rfW% t o  *t$ |
% tw W  % svitePT 

sfTTTnr *rm wr $  *nrr | i

srfcp * m :  % fafro *  

«rrsr *r ^  t r a m  * >
% qfsra?T *rro vfrz faffcra 

% vft 21

1 8 ^  SFTSjRTqH fa*T

t  i *r w r  *r
VTTt WW swft 7|ft | fa r

*r tfV TOf | f t  i Srfiw *? 
fa*r^rR%5*rarft$ <r4Vav

f^ fF  f̂ TTT % \

s t r  ^rr-sri *r fr fa fa  

^  3FR*1 ?t ?RT?T | fa?§ w p t  % ^  
fe*%?R *t **rcr 4t ^  rrrq % i 
3 *rreff- % srfa^rO- ??k 

ir w ft1 $>rr I  i srnrc 

wrfr n  m*r ^  ^
qrTcT ^  7=ft»r ?rr *?t

n k  v r  srsft

grraV t o ? % s k n  ?rr^
sqk ^ ^Ir^R ffqT »PTT | fa

f W  TK f^TR apr T# f»T ^  

qr ¥it^  ̂ «nrf̂  i

%rr fa*** t  fa  *̂r srrt *r w r r  

^ - f ^ R  «rrw^?rr *r$ 

fa?ft M<r^V nTm^err

?t̂ V | r ?R?r
if ^  % StR  spfr f a ^ f a a Y

si^R ^^crari aiitor «rm^-

**Not concluded
Moved with the roommendation of the President.
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*ftr

gfagR  % qpp&r 

926ttf^si*qR *rrqi*rn  % w vn  
M H I  ^n^ciT g  f%  %  arra sit ^

tit srafti sfar *t$ |  i $  ^ c t t  «ir

ftp S R ? R t  TO tit « ? k  ST9TC

tftn ta *  f w  ^rr^rr, f f f o r  $ ht

?nffr fo*rr w  ^  *rrq | %

*|«  *rf f a s i ^  ji^ ct sjTTvrr ^ t i

srrar ftofcr ^  |  %  1 8 ^  tit 
%m *pr suffer wwft n't* < r  t h t * *  

*rr *n *rfa %  * r *  ^  %  *rm %  *r ^nf^nr

tfTOT T̂TcTT I  I ?T* %  18 
spV fTW >̂T arf^ T «m %  s r  5Bt Z&tit 
f i t ^ r T H w r t  *ra fa  utrV * r  s w  t  
3 %  sfo rc  * r  *ft srraV j r t  t o t t  I  i

«r  M t  ? r w r  |  i

§rfr?r ^ r  tit % ^ r  sifcr-
f a f a  %  fat* site sft srfa^rR

a r a  *%t % t ^rfT f ^ ? i >
ff« r?9 | ,  STfT JTcTSFT * Y  STM * f i r
qsnrft^V srnj r̂ *TtR  ^  ^
^ n r* ^  gft s t o w  t  ^ r  %  *nj*TR  

TrersfPT ^ r  «rra sfo : »f?rrfcat tit 
$  vfgx t s t  »ptt | i ^  sre^r- 
VTfaz sfhc $fa*r | w  fat* £  

tPnKITgfaVT $> R̂JfT

mflnfinr I  i 

ftrrt fa fas w y ft  %
A*nfT& n ẑ, s p F fr c  ^  t»*r,
mfiw?3r s is *  tiaR:, nYr fa ^ faF fi, 

t y f c  t ,  m  tit qfvmj %

sr??m<r i s  ?$ *rr^ %  ®rfa?r $>  

m ^ r  w  11 fax W  

?m n  n ^  ?rrar |  ftr i s  sp$ ?py ? n ^  

s jr fw  tit ^  n̂r arcf ^
f̂ PTT grrcTT I  I 3|> ^ffef 18 ^  tit
*nt | s?r
?i>?: *prfenF \te  ^  ^ * r  jth tt srrcrr 

|  i ^  ? n %  ffer-irffcr *pt f ? R K  a R  

%  *r*ft si'F R  %  ^  fcr v r  5Rr«Pcrr t  n i x  

^r^Rcr %  w  irr
JimTfq^ ?nrst T̂Tcft | i %f^r 

wr ste w  r̂fawnr qn% ^  w tor 

mm  smrr 11 £  flwsRcn g  f^p w r t
‘TfrNfff % ^  ?r|t 11 *T| 

?r«rrfcT spRt | i

^ ^pr/t % ^ n jp iT ir  
f © *p> ^  to t t  ^^rr g i \fsm  
^rrfdV ^  w  | :

“Subject «s aforesaid, every other 
person demiciled m India shall be 
deemed to have attained his majo
rity when he shall have completed 
his age of 18 years and not before.”

fiPK 'Tfor w  t  :

“The bridgegroom has completed 
the age of eighteen years”

f a W f t T O  q?f£ #  tit TfT^I^T

i$ ttrx tit v£ t

“An adult is a person who has 
completed 18 years of age.”

tffrar igts Jr s i ^ r  tit
^  titx sr«rt % ir ?ft
18^4 ^ r ^ i f t % 3 r r l e t f w x f v t t  

w |  i ^  $  *nmx
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*nrf^ I 3R is  % ® r%  ^t?h V
<rtr <re iTwr strtt | a> *  3*

^ T t  § fo  ^-T <*> *TcT3H

% wfiWT* S 3facT VT* ^T *1^

*r§t af»?r | 1

firrCt te>?r^ v^ei *r »fi
shut tc  »mq>Tcrr % f*rcK f w  I  t fk

vsr ^  ^  ftrariryr ^  I  1

4  s*r tft ftrfcifar % m t ^
^ t  =^1^ 1 1 fcforssr w t ,  qitf

swY fofti 1970, %<^5 

84 <TC 3.21 ^  »RT

I  :

“The Committee have given earn
est consideration to the demand of 
the petitioners for lowering the 
voting age from 21 ycais to 18 
yeats Although there are strong 
arguments against the proposal 
such as immaturity of youth at that 
age and financial implications in
volved in handling a vastly increas
ed electorate thereby, the Commit
tee feel that there are no valid rea
sons for denying the right of vote 
to persons above the age of 18 
years, particularly when for all 
other purposes of law, they are 
treated as majors and deemed
competent to handle their affairs 
The Committee, therefore recom
mend that art 326 of the Constitu
tion should be amended and voting 
age reduced from 21 years to 18 
years” .

*r? tetorcr ^  fr f t i  I  art 
spV qap t  \ 3*r %

nFPffcr TO*fr *  w ft  P m  w  w r  

f t "  f  1 *nr srte ura

4ft m*r ^  ?r«rr in f^ T 326 %
?rtsr«T i t  TOrrr It arnrfrr *n$nT 

f*r ?rr%T sp̂ ft wt frtft# % snt $ 

sfsri fqr^T for^r7 m  ?rv 

?r*T5r *r ?r$t mm »wt ? star ^

«r far %% wi m * % ?rgt m r
*rar ? t o t r  f ®  «rff% *?rr?ft k

f r  f © v fip n w  %

»t*ft w  ^ ft |  f%

sp#fm?r % 357T trrct sfrsn w r ,

T * fto  ^>r. ^«rr ̂ ?

TOr z*  ^rnr^ i ^  *rn^ | 

fv  ^ R r  t  fa  ^  ^  28
«f.TW ?r 2T5 38 |t  t  I

^  *rar« «rs t  •

% ? tr i  ?r?T^r te 'r  &  w«*rr O T  

?ft?T ̂  ?rn@r ^  % 5 

srm t 1 w fo  W
r m  20 vt T̂̂ rr % t  ̂  w  * *  
25 ^  vN rft *nr <w?r 1 1 
 ̂ srr̂ arr̂  $r totV 1 1 ^  IR 

Tnrr̂  % srr̂   ̂fa*ft »t jw»t<  ̂

qfif̂ PT srarrf v^Nrf̂ ft

T ^ w r ^ r t l i  

■yfV «T3TT % 1
ciztf ^t w r  <T P “ 

r̂fe?rrf Tf srf^, f  «r ^
s*N r

«T ’̂ nr t  i



285 Constn. (Amdt.)
m i

$  tfsrt «pt wpt w  % 

srt srte <Ffvm  tm ^  |  
aft tfcr apt ^  srrrT #  cpw

“The retiring Chief Election Com
missioner, Mr. Sen Verma is con
fident that the Election Commission 
can cope with the increase in the 
electorate if the voting age was 
reduced to 18”.

% *ft * t  ?rra *?r ?, 
v$WH ^ rfw r m tit *rtf 
*ra * ft fc, ^  qft v t f  fa?r titt m  err* % 

f> i 'Fzft str  n't sp̂ r t  •

“He maintained that the lowenng 
of voting age might create a vicious 
circle although the proposal was 
administratively feasible.”

^*t% gftr ^pr w r f  fir ay 

^ I T̂FT-

qftfsRR *rprt *?rr i # r  r? r
f% fnr 9? «pt i sft
snft & sfi? n%̂ ?r?r 
apt %f sr̂ r t  nnr *R?r 8̂ 
far *1?# ^  *pt *p? st r̂nfV % ?ft
? r*p r **rt$ sprmrfa*F ?rgV 
I  I nfrWT y*ftHFT TO  fo R  

t  ! 

$*ft s w r  *r *?r % fafaa fm * i  

*t Wt *T* *t t  3 *  cPrqFT 
*ft $  Weft *PT WT?T tff#r?T VT?fr 

xrT^n |  i fW r  ^fasifast % *r? **  
niw rc W * Paf % >5fT t.

Constn, (Amdt) zS6 
Bill

art srnt *rwrc *ft «r?t$ smr i*gt >̂fr *6rrf̂ » srîr 'Tftf̂rfcr ¥t *mr I srtt sp̂r t % fm t smr *r ̂  sfTR- tot | ?fr
3*r*t ®p*r «?r% «tft fwr ir tit r?* 3frr i ^ *r$rar sr ̂
|  f a  ?TTf%T \W fV 5 %  ? R R  «PTT f m  ?% TF̂- r̂r f ® f̂r 75% ftr ?ptr ̂  ̂ fffNrt % qfTwnrsarw,  ̂?T̂ar ?rrf«r̂ jftoroft % qf̂TR̂f<T 5T̂T-?Fr % nwt'? WCT Ir̂nr ̂tt ̂  fcnffenun:> % srfcr 
’rmrftr?: ^rf% % f̂ rq; m*r 1 1

%3R- ’T̂ rrrT f t  ^tit r^T-ft <TT Tr,*r ̂  jt̂i # % *r ir n?r̂r 
|f sfcr sprot #% > I, q-V?rrfrV | 1 #

w v  wft '^rpfkn; 5RRr 1 m^R^r 
spr f̂t re frrer spr #^rr

%pn % vtf r̂rr |>rr If̂ar {?t?rr ^ sr
* R  ffr ^ T c lT  I ,  s p 'r f STrTcT |  j

% h r  | Tt fsrrfrap |, z m x  f ,  3̂ftf?nqrt | *r> res f̂ i% | «rtT f̂rfsr |, vt ̂ r̂fTTt 1 -̂t% v*i? ?r̂cft«r |r M Vtf ntnr rq-H farrir  ̂«rs®V 5R? % m4\ srtfro f^ p̂ i 
%n srtr ̂r̂r% W vtf vnr«nft<rftr ■+R'ir ̂fr ®pt Jjnr ̂
^  r̂r itft % srr I  *  f ^ r f
ir vnfcr srre wt t| | i SrfiR 

^st % 3ft qfrforfa «rft irf %

S^AVANA 4, 1896 (S/4KA^
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[sjo w r ]

STsr m  *r«*rt <rc re zx 

^ s t v t T O r f r a r t  1 % w ^x

^ 1% fa*  v t f  sfar?r ?*rFT ?r£t, ?r prrO' 
snsnr s^ret v t f  s«rrc ^rr f̂t 1 1

srfc *r̂ t wtrw | far 5̂rr-̂ TT % s fs t  

^  Wxfter t  1 w  sbrrtW *rt ^nr
^  »JTOr % SR5T W  | I 

% *prr j* tr̂ fr f e r r  ?ft, t^ r  ^rf?cT 

f?t a^r 5>rrf 1 *prfor ¥ t  t t x  
fs ffR  % wnrsr f ^ r r f  *  x%t $  i f t r  

v r o r  ^ t  *rrr  ^rsRrnT ?rrmr<T *ft  

<mf*rR?t % tp tct Jr §str w% * ,  

i t i t  %x % far* affr Jrfcr̂ nr ^  5 , 

^f*R o t  sRcrr ^  % s r o t  

fa fa w re  |  1 ? m  «rr t t r t  
S Tcnror art srnsr stst g*rr f  * r  % 

1FSX 3ft  iRMftq- & W %  sprrq- ^  

*Y  * r m r  w a t ^ t * r f  |  1 ^  

^ ^ r q ;  « rst | f  f  fwr smrc- sft w a r  

% affa  *r, '>rfr?rT ^  ^ r  % grnp- ? rm r  

w a ft tr ^wrsm iTi « r f - « r w r  ^ t  *rnt 

* r ,  %  srfsrrp- qft ^it,
Tt€r Tt^fr % t o  srt ^  «pr, t i r r f ^ r
spt, fs ft f tra ft  v t  if^RT «F*T

3ft 3TCT frorr wrsr *r m
srcro  | ?rtT o t  t o  srnr ^r%

%fzk  t r^  m * m  t  1 ^  srcnrfta’ ^  

snp* »jar<m ?rr f t  ^  ^  % 

srnft *T s i w  ^  I  1 fsra ?T  % 
^ w rrc r f m , ^ n o c r  *t *rt*r *i^<x jr r ,  

^  Vl̂ Wcl TOT ffft 3TPnft, <ITcf¥t
^ ft  ntftwr 1t o  5 m l  jfrrcr % 1 1

r^frc vt ^rfNr Tt̂ r ?^t t

fw^n: % ^rf% « fk  v s  S*r t

’ Rif% srrq^ i ^ -* n f  % ?rwr t  f  «■
sm x ^  *m , xot jffrr *ft fam t*

5TTT% fw r  eft frfNRT ^T % %W ^T % 
5R R  ’Sf# SRTR apt fTHT̂ ft I 

sfor sr̂ fr ^  ^  « « r  ?>rr iftt  
%  ^  srton : ?tf^TT 1 ^ t  f®  

v fom ti  % ?rftm r t  f^r%
t ^ T ^ r jr i  ^ ft ? r r ^ ^ tv w % 

it is^rf g r ? r ^ ^ T ^ | ? f t ^  JT?T?r?T

T̂T ?rfSRTR T̂ftT I qrf 5TT3T %

ŝrr m  ^t »?nr | 1 ^ r  wnr % sw sr

n  2T7T *TN> Ht?PT
ITJ’̂ T̂'jT *T fa^K «t»<d g’lT

apr̂ T «TT f5p ^  % ^̂ r «Pt
tt^ft ^rft 3trt ^rf^r 1 OTrr 

?rfTOT ̂ rr q 1

qr^j ?snxf> t̂ ry

qrrf^r^r^t % zr°

arm  «rt t o  | %  1 8 %

Jpt ^rfsr^n: fcrr | 

qtT r̂t %'z f^PT I  3^T% w> 

?rr̂ rr Timm ^r §cr J it %

| 1 t o  fsrar̂  | 

v  r ^  sctct spt m*r ^  | *rte qrr % ft  
^w?r 5̂ r ^  »=rfaRr ^ <* ?rr| #t 5fft it 
5*  srht ^r srwnr r̂r% j r

5T£*'̂  f^ n  «rr i ?rrc mftRffWsr
t?rT?q7pT «rr, «r̂ r $t ar? frarrt^ *r̂ t

?rwr «nft 3ft in w i t e r  f  *rr 

3*r*r ^sr sppk ^r srwrw frr% t o t  

f t r  m m  *$t 21 tr w ar « r
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rrrff qft t h >  fr, fr% ^  

ssft v t  t o »  tr w  t o  £ «fK arwr *ft *m=*r ?r jft̂r srfTT vV 
wrr ^  | f% 3jsrr stf «ft %*r 

spfit % srfsprn: $t *fanr f^ rr  ̂ ff^rw«rr s~ srfsPF.T wft *rtf*ffr* tfffcTforar fTO *rrf|rcr \
frr % srfas *rf-*rr*5ft 

«sft *fto ft e 3r sft srr̂  f^n : 

?5TT Jrfofe't % 3F37 f«WTWf «W?T %

*m  Ttarrsr « m f i f  % w r r  t ?  %4t 
SRHT TTZ fe r  # | 355ft ^ r  |

“Let me take the earliest oppor
tunity of saying publicly that I am 
for the proposal to enfranchise all 
adults of 18 years and above”

ft *TS TJ3JT Wr T?T $ f r
%5t % jtt st|t «f$ srft *n% *ft*r t  

qrt t% m  tot fr, aft srêrsrTnsnftfr ** *;ft tsrt f  wt aft 
^ ^ n rr ^ ^ f t f a  % f  r * f t  sr^n- *T*r?sr 
qflft *  *ft v w r  t t
f^ rF  ^  t t  fr  TMwrPwr tfr
^ 3% frr t ?  srfdrT'T ferr ^rffrr
erfcnr r̂r? % *r#V % *ft s*ft * ttt
% f^RTT snn: W  $  1

ft *nwr 2T7  «ft f r  *ftT
?r m*t sr?r j f t t r  srnr ^r

W IT  f  I fPT ^ *T JTfnr?rt̂q̂%«pT̂zrfr̂%-irt 1 fo.Tr 
*f fsrr I  srr%*rr *r g ir  & *r 
fsrr | > 5- frrt w t  *r v 

sjtt amft *nr t o r  ft s*rfaq; ^

1187 L S —14

*PT?TT ^  55TW «tft 
ar^r &  jtft ftwr 11

?rr^ v*t «ft «rrsr sr̂ rp ^  acrnr | 
«rr-r #  w i r r  «  fa  ^«r trt*t
ST fftTT7 ir fNf^^mrvr ,

%*rztq$KS'n 
«r%rr ?rr? ?rr ^
V F $im  3ffV cmr %■ arm
jT I ^F%¥*R «T> f^  W iT apt
^ I *Tf SWRO- ^ 2 ^ 4 ,•ttt 8, 9, cwr 10 *r r̂r̂rr 
g :

“Under the existing provision of 
Article 326 of the Constitution, a 
person who is not less than 21 
years of age and is otherwise quali
fied is entitled to be registered as 
a voter

The question of voting age has 
in recent years assumed consider
able significance It is well known 
that m Western democracies, the 
expansion of the franchise was 
slow, gradual and progressive 
Great Britain, for example, took 
almost a century to arrive at uni
versal adult franchise”

*̂T% 3TÎ  % *Tft rr̂ T̂ cr % sft tr^ srn: ̂  ^ ̂  *r*Pi m ?  %n
stt ^o'r «ft 1 srRw ^  qrfv.

f̂ rfpprr t' ?̂r «ft 1 * m  *ft qrfrNf^rrf<T5T ̂ I ?IT3r 5TT 1 8 TT -fft ?3TTT «TF 
^T% WPTT 5^Ff f  ^  sq-nr t  
JTTfTffTF ^  n  ,3*T I ̂wtt rr seth ̂  ?rn m ?r̂firr w *̂t Wtr ̂ fT ̂TfTT •̂T’TT m i % 
Sftr -3^r sfpT’T ^  ^  ?TT %
srrcsv ^ vnr v ?“t ?nft t/ t |,
T̂fTfT 7T7T I t t 7 ®Tp 5TTIfâfrrftv 5T?n t f" ̂ *TF ’Tflfr wf tt snur?: ̂  1 s ̂  *m %

Wrr fTPTT | %f^T ^  oftfcT’T ^
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ffeo_ ■ ■"

im t t w$ *r k- w  wxi vk
wnm vm  3ri«pf«RF ^#<tt :

“Other members of the Commit
tee felt that this measure would
provide to the younger generation
a sense of participation in the de
mocratic process.”

■*5rit *  ^ m  tftt J*
| ?r>r srnr *^r f, :

“In their view, there are no valid
reasons for denying the right of
vote to the age group of 18—21 
years, particularly when for ell
purposes of law they are treated as 
majors and deemed competent to
handle their affairs.”

t —

“The Minister of Law and Justice
stated that Government had not
taken any decision in regard to 
this.”*

%  M r o r t  % | i q'ritet
Spt off fflp frw r t SPFR I  :—

“Having considered both the
above viewpoints. .

The Minister’s point and the Com
mittee Members’ point.

“. . . the Committee decided that 
the voting age should be reduced
from 21 to 18 years. The Commit
tee, therefore, recommend that
article 326 o f' the Constitution
might be amended accordingly.”

JTRffor ?wn'Rr % r  fa
t  W w  v c  w %w,
f w p T ^ «r»ip*r f?rr t — srwr
§$— ■3$ % tit 18 m m
% I  i . # #  %
.an#*wr,- '*fa\ rorr fW ,

Wf^rr; i'
* ffa ■'wtk'^r

fa*ft mrx fipfi? #  f f
%ar'i «?r w arcrM  '* 
r jgW  vr K”Tfr&r'*> :m *

t o t  wrsm. f  a t  *<#r ^
t t X  ir 15 1974 4i «T :

“It would not be proper for me
to make the commitment, but I say
that the Government are activefcr 
considering this matter and a deci
sion would be taken as soon as the 
difficulties are solved.”

*msr $ m?nr fa  * *r
g gft

^rff £r *tf> f  i % *rw% « t sfspt

| ?fr m zi*  Ht srr$ srrr^ M r snfr
ffY fa^TT ^  i  i T t tT ^
wra srr$
r e if  *rf f>, ^ * t t  ir #r ^  t o 17
f̂'T *rr pvTr w r  11 f  strht ^r^rr g

fa  ^nt r̂T spt t o ^  if w r ftpnr
|— m  ?tft snwfc | fa
m cfr f m if H

fcr I  Z*c «T  n #5 ^  Tf i ^
if arwcft f t  ’Tfrfwrf^ ŝr% ftr

TOnrt ?̂t r̂f t̂T fa  x̂ -q ̂ rnr srr r̂|
WZtfZt qfTfwqfvT r̂f ̂ sf% fcr

«r|fa ^ r
?̂r tt ŝ tt-tt ^ | fa
T̂5T  ̂ € t  fWtfTST#  |  I m fW  q fq fa

*  T̂CTif̂ r ?r fw fc?T |  i

. f«ref <rc ̂  5«r v m  ?d̂ rfrr
^ «fr I *sr* wT %<Trfw ̂  ?ft i v j  
^rM^ff fevTfw f ^ fiT rmr 

% w rrf^< ff, Tr^ftW f, ^rr 

ctjtt w s f  *̂ V
fcr t |  f a

# «TT̂  ’ERT^ if ^T^Tt 

f a #  SRHT ^
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irttffgg fey re itffos mm
r̂rtr wrf t̂c i

*reft m ^  m̂r *t
* f te ix  ftarr «rr, *#  s*r *r g t r  w
<ftr srffi^nr fw r 11 ft  smsct | fa §*rr 

<ftft *hz*f ̂ r mm «r?»f>-
Wf eft *f*ft f>f %fo;r #*Fr w 4 «rrsr 
ftrcr srenr *rt Tftfarfa &r *f t, far vr
flrfOT firhrc t  * <rf% fiwr t, ^
*F>Wtfpj, $?m?rrf w
vt f*nfafr «nr *rr *m *rt *?r r̂ 
farter Hft tott ̂ ff* i aw ?w *rjr ftvr
|̂T sn̂ rr t, unfa <ra % »rewt

# tft s s ¥t ^ P '  ftrflT t i 
*rmrc i r w  tfr ^ z m

% ^ sfrrr % ^ arrwrr
g-3?f T̂ Sf 2 1972

vr q ^ n r f f  -«r*i % i $*rct
srrcr gfazm wi-frm** vr w  sn̂ rr
at wrer snn-aft *ft *n?T ?r *mr v i  fm ,
?r smrc -forc

*rft ^ ^  m f  fa  v-ffw afr irnr v t$
<rc to  t| *ftr **r % <rcr % m  %

tffc ft aftrsf 9i^t it fa
** fasr *t ^p(T f̂ rarr arffr r̂f̂ r t
% *5T % W f  Wt ^ TfT I

“Shri M. C. Daga: Whenever
the leaders of the country go to 
the young people, they are told that 
they are the people of the future
and they should come forward In 
view of this, the voting age should
be reduced to 18 years* so that 
young people could contribute to
wards the development of the
country. Moreover, the new gene
ration is more educated and mature.

1806 (SAKA) Constn. (Arndt) 394
Bit I

They should, therefore, be given
opportunities to establish v e *
values of life.”

arfa ' i  #?tst srrc> t o e  f*r v t

**rrfar ^ t t  | srt fit m  fa r  v t f^rr

fa ft  texte  % ?«ffarT %*rr 1 

yfc  jfpT 9̂T -ft wrar *il l̂

5“® ^ fTPTr * n ^ w

?TRT I , ^ ^
W cfW T̂fTT ’SfrgfT f , '«P>
*ft^r ^rfT t , % 3?^
5T M t  sr^rr ̂ ^■fTTsnrf^

^^rrr iw t^ | ^  « n w v  t  fv
^t^TsnFrr%«rf^rT ?r srf^ r^ r^ i

% r  «r^r f̂ rirr | f^  sr^rt
?mr ?r#ft sr«rf w x  % w x  srrc m i

t , ^  ^  5pt f̂ ? «rrar f̂ r«nf«r<ft 

% ?rrt>t t, f̂ rerrzff f^frr #  jT?*ry w<

TTT7 5T^r lf)X fSRRT *  » i w

f  r qr? f^rrr ?r̂ f | 1

% 5̂T ^rToft ^trt 1 w r
« tcit ?f ?*r *rc ’rwrh^n' ^ f<RTT 
f^nrr y ? *r*mT?rT t f ^ r c
^Ccfr eft ^r w  % ft  t o r r  ^ f t
wft ^fr % ^  ^?eft f«P «rnr =pt afiffiw 

tern arnrr t , ^r iRftr-

f^rr |, «rrr tft w f r w

% awT sr |, f t
??r <rf^ef?r % TOrrt *r t s q«r 

vt «F*r̂ tar f«rT 1 Jsnft f̂t m  f^rfT|-
5r^rSr?rrT^t 32  jrfwT9ftr ̂ t? fR% 

f , %?jr % *̂rraff t  4 0 - 4 2  srftiw m

fa% t «g*ft <ft
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sprifar wt 50 a f m  ?r 3»<rc *rar *(t Ptt

w t  t o ? i t  wV *rc*r,T r$t £ , 

fw  w<te> srtifr w> * n r o  *r srfsrcr 
f^wnr r̂«rr #  1 t o t  *prwt v t  
w r  %*sr r̂̂ TFT % fsror t o  ^ rT  *jft

f t  5Tft I ,  T C fa  W> ^ 5 1%  w t T O  *ft
?  1 T O r f a w  «qrap=«rT % r, f r # f r  w t 
t o  1 1 frrerr q s f a  w t t o  1 1 t o t  
w t  fafar it  ?r9frsr?r w tstt  i g s  
t o w j t  t , t o ^ t t  ^  aqprer i t  t s *
*rt*T i f t  s ft *t arcor wr fa ^ r m  w t 
v *  |, srrtt t  ^ppr % to ttt  ’tt 
w  w t f t n r o  ?r^t fr*rr I ,  wrfsnsr ^ * r  1 

fa ^ r c  %  t o t  s r o f a s r w e f s r r ,  

fsrtnr n w&r w ? fh r  srwe fa^rr *rft 

&r % *rr*rt *ftft w s fta  t o  ft  

T f r  t  1 s n w r r  ?*ft ? r n f  
»rwftnT ^ faTO w> 1 ^  wrm-sRirc- 

t t f t  w t t o  ?rft 1 1 % r  t  f f  <r^r t ? t  
|  %  ^ arfr ^  » t t  fa?rr tft f, *t

W r r  f  fw  T O i f r r  *raft s ft w t
*nmftr?Tr *t #  i * *  ^  ?T€t T O * * r t
*r Sttt wrPm 5 fa  t o t  ? r f r r  stt* 

wftmr'r f  *rr f, m*
srfsrwr > ^  W  ? w i f  wt k *rew

'TT?rT»RT| T5T WT % T O 7 «ft STT WT

w s t £> tf, c r  -ŝ nr̂ rT f ^ n  T fe^ rrf

ffcft < Sf’srnrrrf fw&r *r^fNfT<feT

tft, fTFr^fTT *T T O , SnTPTTfcPF 

<rsf<rw t o t t  t w p m  ?% 1

" fo r * * *  w t  * R fc r  , jprrsr %

w  w t  ^  3'f’arcr ?*rr?r f^^r, 
^  sffa ir  *r»Tt w> srf?rs5T f t i  r r  I f  ?r 
t  TO^ftir fr s r w t  ^  ? rn rf t o t  f  far
#  ^ r fr t  ^sfhrrr ^  1 m ^ r v r  
w t f a w r ^ ^ r ^ r i ^ T O  t o t | ,  
^  w t  $*r ^rhr w t ^ w T F rw r w t f  
srtf^ T fT ^ t |  t s r R  a r r tT O ^  
w t  |  far ̂ rrwnc ̂  W flr w  w t  ̂  w rr

w^: i

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF LAW, JUSTICE* 
AND COMPANY AFFAIRS (SHRr 
NITIRAJ SINGH CHAUDHARY) 
The Bill raises two points one—the 
voting age should be reduced to 18 
and another—it should be made a 
fundamental right He talked about 
lowering the age but he did not say 
anything about making it a funda
mental right

*To W*W> *TTT*m «fT«¥*T $  % ^  
^ t  f ? T ^ r  fa w r  t  f r  WlfeWGT 3 2 6
% r̂smr̂ r f  rr ^rrfs^r 19  it v t  

T̂STrEPT faw r I t  ^ T T  ^ fw  
snfbnr 19  *r «ft ?T9rrsPT fa r̂r t o  i

t f t s f t f i r o i r f t i i s w lw ^  *rrcir« T ^ r 
irt̂ r w^r ^ft «rr *  t o
f^rmr 1

^  #t5t r ^ T O ^ fa rrrr lfw  
t o  % 19 rr fan* ŵ t fanrr
srV t o ?  t o  sw ^rt^nr m  
I  1

3To TTpft TOFT̂ T ^  Wt
!J?aTO T̂T ?  sqV*1 TO TT frfW | fa
t o  ^ wV t o  fcsrrf 1 1 « r ^  
W ts r^ r  $r ft  w r f ^ r  i 9 « f k w f 3 w ^  
3 2 6  %  IR ftBrft w t  T O  w t  ^ I fa w  
sr^r wr r̂ |tr s r t  ^  t  % f̂t w p
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Motion moved:

“That the Bill further to amend 
the Constitution of India, be taken 
into consideration.”

♦SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA 
HAI/DER (Ausgram): Mr. Chair-
jnan, Sir, on behalf of my Party the 
Communist Party of India (Marxists) 
I wholeheartedly welcome the Bill 
introduced by Dr. Laxminarain Pan- 
dey. Before I discuss the provisions 
o f this Bill I would like to draw your 
attention Sir, to the reference which 
has just now been made by the hon. 
Minister. A little while ago the hon. 
Minister referring to the observa
tion of Dr. Pandey said: “Aap jhoot
bole raha hai”—you are teling lies. 
I would like to know from you Sir, 
whether in Parliamentary parlance 
the word “lies” is parliamentary or 
not and if not whether it behaves a 
Minister to use it. I would request 
the Minister to withdraw the word 
and only after that I will commence 
my speech,

SHRI NITIRAJ SINGH CHAU- 
DHARY: I did not use the word to
anything that Mr. Pandeya had said. 
Since he had not referred to Article 
19, 1 pointedly drew his attention to 
that. And when Mr. Kachwai said 
-that he had said that, I said: Mr.
Kachwai, don’t speak lie. I did not 
say a word that Mr. Pandeya had 
said anything wrong.

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL- 
DER: With respects to the Minister,
what I would say is this. You Mr. 
Chairman, may kindly go through the 
tape-record and you will find that he 
used the word jhoot—that means, lie. 
That is unparliamentary. Although 
do not believe in Parliamentary 
-democracy, I must say that.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Let us straighten 
out the matter now. The hon. Minis
ter said that he did not deliberately 
use the word lie to anything that 
Mr. Pandeya had said.

SHRI NITIRAJ SINGH CHAU- 
DHARY: He did not refer to Article 
19. When Mr. Kachwai said he refer
red, I said no. He had not referred 
to it.

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL- 
DER: You said, lie.

SHRI NITIRAJ SINGH CHAU- 
DHARY: I want the debate to be
complete. Therefore I got up and 
drew his attention to it. Mr. Kach
wai intervened and said something. 
I said, don’t say like this. Mr. Pan
deya had not referred to it.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The point is,
whether you have said the word lie. 
I understand the position of the Min
ister that he did not mean that. He 
only drew the attention of the Mem
ber to the fact that he had not re
ferred to Article 19, although it is 
very relevant for purposes of discus
sion.

Now, I just want to take the sense 
of the House whether they accept this 
view.

SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR (Ahme
dabad): He used the word “lie”
when he wanted to say “wrong”. Let 
us leave it at that. I am sure he 
does not mean that.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Of course, the
word lie is unparliamentary. The 
Minister says he did not mean that 
He meant it as ‘wrong.’

«f)r afro : spit
^  ^  t "  3% m vriw S fc ft
trr, Srf*R ■Jiff % *trr t — “sra $”

MR. CHAIRMAN: Can we accept
this explanation?

♦The original speech was deMvered in Bengali.
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SHRI B. V. NAIK (Kanara): It
is a question of translation. Are you
going to consider jhoot as unparlia-
mentary or parliamentary'? You will
reserve your ruling.

MR. CHAIRIVIAN: If it is used as
'lie' in the sense in which it is nor-
mally understood. I think that is un-
parliamentary. But the Minister
says he has not used that in that
sense. And as Prof. Maval ank ar
said he used the word 'jlwoi/;' for
'wrong So, let us accept that. J'\Tr.
Ha ld er has also agreed to this. Mr.
Ha ldcr. now you eo on will, your
speech.

SHRI KRISHX:\ CHANor~A HAL-
DER ;\,11'. Chairman, Sir, I have al-
ready stated that 011 behalf 01 my
Party I welcome the Const itu tion
Amendment Bill which has been in-
troduced by D,'. Pandcy. Even af'tcr
'27 yc.us 01' independence the autho-
rities in power are af'rn id of giving
the right of vote to the boys of 18
and they are reluctant to reduce the
voting aJe from 21 to 18. They have
no courage and they don't t rust the
youth of this rnunt ry But I would
like to remind the gentlemen opposite
who are occupying the seat of power
that during the days of Br it ish impe-
rialism in West Bengal hundreds and
thousands of young men below the
age of 21 had not only come forward
to participate in the non-cooperation
movement but they had shed their
blood and given their lives in revolu-
tionary activities in their earnest bid
to end the British rule and to free
mother India from the shackles of
slavery. We cannot forget the Chit-
tan gong. Armoury raid case. In this
historic event a boy of 17-Shri
Tagorc Ball fought bravely and laid
down his life fighting against the
British rulers. Day before yesterday,
this august House paid its homage to
Shri Hare Krishna Konar. Shri Konar
had participated in non-cooperation
movement at the age 14 and at the
age of 17 he joined the revolutionaries
to bring about a fall of the British
jIl¥>erialistic power in the country.

Constn. (A./nit.) Bin

As a result he was deported to Anda-
man as given life imprisonment. 'I'his
is only to cite a few examples and
there are many such incidents in
other States also where young men
had gladly given their lives for the
cause of freedom of our country. It
is indeed very strange Sir, that hav-
ing won the freedom which was pes-
sibl., because of the contributions of
youngmen below the age of 21, today
W2 refuse to consider them as respon-
sible and are utterly reluctant to
g ivc them the right of vote. It is ail
irony that those who are enjoying:
the fruits of freedom and are instal-
led in power convc n icnt ly forget the
sacrifices made by t!1C youngmen o:'
0,'1' couutry and they are trying te
perpet u.: ily debar the 10 crorcs
youngmcn of India from thei r legit i-
mate rirht to vote: under ftimsv
gl'cunds of their not being res-
pon,:ib!e. Sir. we talk hoarse
about students unrest i~1 the
counuy. No doubt our yourigmen
of our country today, under the cir-
curr st anccs created by this country
are beoming more and more restive.
They are suffering from Irustration
and the only way out, to my mind, is
that they have to be given a share of
the responsibility which is hitherto
been denied to them. We have tc
consider the inclusion of students re-
prcscntat ives in the University Coun-
cils. What is the contribution of these
voungmci- of our country to the
country's economy? Can you really
deny that these young men below 31
are cont ribut ine their head l.ibour in.",
fields and Iactorics and are trying'
their best to take the country ahead
towards prosperity? Can we deny
that these young men in other essen-
tial spheres of life are equally impor-
tant and they have been acknowledg-
ed by law to be important and if i:
is so. how can you possibly deny
them their precious right to vote. I
do not want to repeat the arguments
put forward by Dr. Pandey, though
all of them are very good but I would
only refer to the fact that .Joint Com-
mittee of this Parliament on Election
Law Amendment Bill had presented

" ~.,.

•••••••••

'I \

" .~.
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its report on 13th March, 1̂ 72 through 
its Chairman Shri Jagannath Kao, 
had y w  unanimously recopiytnended 
ttat the voting age should be reduc
ed from 21 to 18. The Joint Commit
tee was a representative body of all 
the political parties in Parliament 
and hence it was the unanimous opi
nion of all the politial parties. What 
would be the consequence if we con
cedes this right to the young men of 
our country? Ten crores more young 
men will be on the voters list. How 
much are you going to spend extra 
for these extra voters? It is true 
that we have to set up a few more 
polling booths and it may be that 
we have to spend a little more in 
conducting the elections. But is it 
not a fact that whether we include 
them or not the voters list is even 
otherwise inflating and is it also not 
tragically true that crores of rupees 
are going down the drain through 
the Government exchequer. If it 
be so why should we not give our 
young men a right which legitimately 
belonging to them. But I am afraid 
Sir, that the political party in power 
today is hesitant, reluctant and ada
mant not to give this power to the 10 
crores young men of our country be
cause in that case they cannot re
main any longer in power and the 
complexion of this House will change. 
Those in power today may not be 
there tomorrow and this is the pre
cise reason why during the last 3-4 
years despite repeated efforts made 
in this House, the Government have 
refused to give this ripht to the young 
men of our country who are 18 years 
of age. Before independence we had 
given a call to the young men to make 
sacrifices to the freedom. They came 
forward, they struggled for the free
dom suffered harassment, torture, 
and even many laid down their lives 
in the progress of the struggle and 
today we refuse to acknowledge their 
role and give them their share of 
right. When the independence actu
ally eame and even 27 years there
after, It is equally strange that when 
all the youth organisations of the 
different political parties ia the coun

try are one in their demand for reduc
ing the age to 18, it is really incon
ceivable rather lamentable that the 
Government should remain impervi
ous and try to flout the common will. 
What is that unsurmountable difficul
ty? What is that prevents the Gov
ernment to act in the face of such 
unanimous demand. Very often in 
this House we refer to British Parlia
ment whenever there is any contro
versy about any parliamentary pro
cedure. We have taken that Parlia
ment as our model even though per
sonally I subscribe to the view that 
we cannot bring about a change in 
our social order through to parlia
mentary institution. Yet I must say 
that even that country has given a 
right to vote to young men of 18. In 
U.S.A, the leader of all capitalist 
countries, young men of 18 have a 
right to vote. In USSR and in other 
Socialist countries this has right has 
also been given and of late even 
Bangladesh has given this right to 
their young men of 18. If it be so 
how and on what moral grounds can 
we deprive our young men of the 
right Very often we talk of our 
young men in hyperbloie terms and 
we call them the future citizens of 
India. We look forward to them as the 
future about saviour of our dema- 
cracy but when the question franchise 
is raised we forget them totally. A  
right to vote will instill in them a 
greater sense of responsibility and 
with this added responsibility they 
would be better able to contribute 
their mite for the development of the 
country. It has another advantage, 
Sir, the ruling party, is in habit of 
manipulating bogus < i\pmes in the 
Voters lists and this chronic menace 
will to an extent be mitigated if we 
give the right to vote to our young- 
men of 18. Many of the social ills 
and social unrests can be remedied 
if the young men are given this right 
to vote. Sir, I have come^cross a 
news item in Hindustan^Sftmes dated 
1st October, 1872 wherein the former 
Election Commissioner Shri S. JP. 8qt» 
Verna is reported to have stated # *#  
there will be no administrative
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[Shri Krishna Chandra Haider]
culty if the voting age is lowered to
18. This further proves that the de
mand is not only legitimate but it is 
also administratively feasible.

It is therefore my earnest request 
to the Government that when it has 
been recommended by a Parliamen
tary Committee a»d when there is 
unanimity on this issue among the 
youth organisations of all political 
parties there is no reason why it 
should be withheld any longer and 
I will hope that the Government will 
accept the amendment to articles 19 
and 326 as suggested by Dr. Pandey 
and confer this right to our young- 
men in this very session. If we re
fuse to do it we shall be doing it 
only at our own cost. The country 
is sliding from crisis to crisis. The 
Plan has failed and the economic 
policies of Government have failed to 
mitigate the difficulties of the peolpe 
and already the country is witnessing 
agitations in Gujarat, Bihar and in 
West Bengal. We are sitting on a 
valcano and the time is not far off 
when it will erupt and engulf us all. 
If we deny this right to young men 
of our country even today we can
not withhold it for ever. They will 
rise in revolt and will earn their own 
right in their own way. They will 
struggle for it and lead the country 
to the path of a struggle.

I once again support the Bill and 
conclude my speech.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Mr. B. V. 
Naik. Before he begins his speech,
I would like to inform hon. Members 
who would like to participate in this 
debate that there are 11 more speakers 
left in this list, and we have to close 
this discussion at 5.30 p.m. when we 
have to take up the half-an-hour dis
cussion. So, I would like hon. Mem
bers to co-operate with me and make 
brief speeches and take only five to 

seven minutes each.

SHRI B. V. NAIK: I rise to op
pose this Bill. One of the most essen
tial factors ',of youth which is not 
connected essentially with this is a 
frame of mind which is not hypocriti
cal. With Dr. Laxminarain Pandeya, 
I would like to confess that I have no 
doubt at all in my mind that this 
Bill coming at this tinje is inoppor
tune. If what we call as eligibility to 
vote or participate in the political pro
cesses of this country has got some
thing to do with what is called as 
maturity of mind, I do not think that 
the previous speaker, Shri K. C. Hai
der is having much to do with that, 
because you witnessed that he got 
absolutely upset over the use of a 
word which was made inadvertently 
when the hon. Minister concerned 
was trying to be helpful to the Mover 
of the Bill.

17 hrs.

That, I do not think By any stretch 
of imagination, could be called as a 
mature outlook. If this is at the age 
at which we are, if we cannot be 
mature m our outlook, I wonder, 
with due deference to the hon. mem
bers as well as the Mover, how we 
can expect our younger generation to 
be so mature.

Time being limited, the other point 
I would urge this House and the 
Mover to consider is whether we are 
moving this reduction in the voting 
age after consultation with the mem
bers of that group. If you go to any 
person within the age group of 18-21 
and ask him in all sincerity and 
honesty ‘What is it that yqu want as 
item number one in your list of de
mands with the society in which you 
are brought up?' he will not ask you 
for reduction in the voting age.

*rtipfr ?
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vr w rw r  % afr |
they will ask for something better. 
At our age, we used to ask for ras- 
ffuUa but the younger generation of 
today is much more capable than 
What we were. What I would tell our 
joew hon, member for Allahabad is 
that if he can wait patiently, he will 
learn much more. If we were to ask 
this younger generation, they will say: 
*First and foremost, give us a job as 
soon as we come out of schools, col
leges and universities’. This the party 
to which Dr. L. N. Pandeya belongs 
may not like wedded as it is to the 
ehaturvarna dharma of this country. I 
think the varnashrama dharma did not 
permit the young below 25 any pro
cess in the life of society including 
marriage. Now we have got it done. 
Where is the varhashrama dharma of 
the Jan Sangh? Is it motivated by 
any thing? Reinforced and armed with 
the power of the RSS which now 
flaunts its power and shows its fangs 
in the university campuses and the 
colleges, they think that the entire 
younger generation is with them, the 
currently fashionable fascist forces in 
this country.

st© si in  : srn- %

srHrfr Sr to i s  ^  far̂ TT I  i 

STRo tr*ro i£To ^  3TW <Pt

sfter spfr *rr t ?

fto 5TTO* : eft
stfo  ttjto xt̂ o spr |

f̂t f t  % T̂fr̂ r 11

The hand of this fascist Organisation 
is seen there.
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Now I would say: give them de
finitely this voting age of 18, but first 
let us ban these quasi-fascist and fas
cist organisations in this country 
which are holding the freedom of this 
country to ransom. Let us ban the 
RSS, the Anand Margis and such other 
fascist organisations which are 
fomenting trouble in university cam
puses. They are behind the food 
riots, they are behind the agitation in 
Gujarat. Now they have got a very 
respectable...

SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR: With
out going into the merits of the ques
tion whether we should brand the 
RSS etc., as fascist or not, may I know 
whether the hon. member is serious
ly suggesting and arguing that the de- 
ynand for reduction of the voting age 
is being made only by the RSS and 
such other bodies and parties? Why 
should he bring political organisations 
into his argument? Let him say that 
the age of 18 for voting is not valid.

SHRI B. V. NAIK: He asked me if
I am serious. I am deadly serious. 
We have seen this marriage of con
venience in Bihar and other places 
between the extreme right and ex
treme left. Because an hon. member 
from a rightist faction and another 
hon member from the leftist faction 
join together under a common plank 
with a common programme of de
mands that does not mean that these 
demands have got any ideological 
backing. What is it that the youth 
of the country want today? Do they 
need jobs, social security, a productive 
part in the country’s economy or do 
they need the right to put their votes 
in the ballot box? On the basis o* 
the competing priorities before the 
youth today, what is it that they need 
immediately? I wish Dr. Pandeya had 
gone to the youth in recent months. 
If in all sincerity we go to the youth 
and ask them they will say, voting is 
a hypothetical right, one vote among 

the millions m m  t
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you can get 9 plebiscite in favour ol 
anything and against anything. It is 
possible to manipulate. We politicians, 
are capable ol all the trickery that 
the human mind is capable o f—

If we see article 56, we see that 
the President of India should have * 
minimum age of 35. Whey do not 
give that righet to a person who is 
21? <Interruptions.)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude . 
now.

SHRI B. V. NAIK: I am only urging 
that although it is well-intentioned, 
whatever is fashionable for the rich 
countries which he has referred to, 
Australia, Canada and others, it is not 
relevant here. We have other priorit
ies. I think we should be able to de- 
polifacalise the minds of our younger 
generation to the extent possible and 
put it on constructive lines and see 
that they are not seduced or abused 
by unscrupulous political organisa
tions.

SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR (Ahme
dabad): Sir, I welcome and support
this Bill moved by Dr. Laxminarain 
Pandeya. In fact, I was myself 
thinking on those lines. But then I 
found that a Bill on this subject was 
already on the anvil and only it had 
not received priority in the ballot so 
far. That is why I myself did not 
introduce a new Bill on this subject

I would perhaps only say at the on
set that the age could have been 19 
instead of 18, because from 13 to 19— 
Winston Churchill once said: “ 13 to
19, these are the year*!"—m  is sup
posed to be in one's teens when one is

in the high school or college. By the 
time one peaph«s lp {«
fit for exercising 1 (be 
right of voting . In any case, I 
feel that the age of voting has to be 
lowered. What are the objection* of 
Government to that? But before I 
come to those, may I say this, Mr. 
Chairman, Sir? On a debate like this, 
as a matter of fact, on any debate in 
Private Members' Business, do you not 
think, Mr. Chairman that it would 
be right and proper for the Ministers 
concerned to be present, instead 0# 
leaving the matters to their colleague# 
or deputies? 1 have the greatest res
pect of Shri Nitiraj Singh Chaudjmri 
But if the Private Members’ Business 
is to be given sanctity and respecta
bility, then a full-fledged member of 
the Cabinet should be present when 
such matters are being discussed. Sir, 
I am making this point for your consi
deration.

Now, let us see what can be the 
objections of Government to this 
Bill7 One would be that the expenses 
would go up because there would be 
more voters and the other would be 
that the number of voters would go 
up. Both these objections can be rul
ed out by saying that even without 
the lowering of the voting age, the 
expenses are going up and the num
ber of voters will also go up But the 
real difficulty, and it is true not only 
of this Government but of*many 
other governments which of late have 
accepted this amendment and reduced 
the age from 21 to 18, is that they 
are afraid of youth organisations and 
youth power. They feel that if the 
youth at 18 are given their right to 
vote, they will not Vote for the estab
lished government of the day. That 
is why there is an inherent, almost 
built in, fear or complex on the part of 
various governments in democratic 
countries as well as non-democratic 
countries against giving the right ol 
vote to the younger people at the age 
of 18.

Moreover, there may be &e 
tion or a debate whether adultho<?d
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and responsibility are possible at the 
««» of 18, My hon, friend, Shri 
Itayak, at least at the end of his 
«P«ech made some valid point that 
in the Indian climate our youth at 
the age of 18 are not so better off 
compared to the youth of western 
countries, so far as their intellectual 
a*fd mental development is concerned.

I do concede the point that what is 
happening in our colleges and uni
versities today shows a certain amount 
of immaturity in the young boys and 
girls. But it is not their fault. To
day the colleges and universities are 
such that the boys and girls are not 
able to think independently, stand on 
their own legs and solve their own 
problems. There is too much of se
curity in our society. Parents are 
afraid that their children may go 
wrong, if they are given more free
dom. Therefore, they prohibit them 
from doing many things. In the 
foreign countries, on the other hand 
the youth are given the freedom 
to commit mistakes. The youth in 
foreign countries psychologically, in
tellectually and mentally are more 
active, responsible and advanced. But, 
then, that is not to suggest that be
cause the Indian students or youth 
lag behind, so they should be denied 
this privilege. They should be given 
the right to get involved in the de
mocratic set up at the age of 18.

It is very difficult to say whether a 
person becomes an adult at 18 or 21. 
But there should be some place where 
to draw the line. I personally be
lieve that 18 years is good. If at this 
age one could join the army, or de
cide to marry and choose one’s life’s 
partner, or achieve majority for hand
ling financial transactions, I do not 
know why the age of 18 is not good 
for choosing as to who will be the 
fleeted representative, M.L.A., or M.P.

NIMBALKAR (Kolhapur): 
Tt^cp is no difference between choos- 
%g a yife'and choosing an UP.
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SHEI P. £ . MAVAJLANKAR: Both 
require a delicate judgment. In the 
case of choosing the wife or the hus
band perhaps there is no remedy. But 
in tiie case of choosing an MLA or 
MP, there is a remedy at the end of 
five year.

Now, Sir, Dr. Pandeya has given 
several examples of countries like 
U.K., U.S.A., Canada and other wes
tern Europeap countries and also of 
countries in the developing world 
where the voting age has been re
duced from 21 to 18 years. If some 
of the countries in the developing 
world can take the experiment bold
ly, I dq not know why we in India 
cannot take this experiment and do 
it boldly. I must say that, if you 
do not give this right to vote at the 
age of 18, it means that you are deny
ing a large number of young men and 
women of this country the rightfut 
privilege that they have got for in
volvement and participation in the 
democratic set-up of this country. If 
the right to vote is given at the age 
of 18, I am sure the intellectual 
climate and the mental make-up, about 
which I have made a reference a 
little while ago, will eventually go 
up. After all, it is a question of which 
must come first. Should you first 
make the young people more mature 
at the age of 18 than at the age of 
21 and then give them the right to 
vote or should you give them first 
the right to vote at the age of 18, 
thereby automatically and simulten- 
eously giving them the facility of bet
ter equipment in terms of mental 
make-up, better equipment in terms 
of intellectual ability? Obviously, X 
prefer the latter.

I want to conclude by suggesting 
that the young must be able to parti
cipate meaningfully in all the 
activities of our country. Today, Sir, 
the tragedy is this: Before Indepen
dence, people of my generation had 
the privilege of actively participating 
in freedom movement, in pu$jc l|fer 
in public affairs, hut I flftd, of 1**?, 
particularly from the beguugtag
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our Independence till at least 1970 or 
1971, a large number ol our youth, 
boys and girls and men and women 
of this country, shun politics, shun 
public life; they despise any kind of 
involvement in public life and try to 
keep aloof from it. If, however, we 
want them to be involved fully and 
meamnfgfully in the public and 
political life of our democratic 
Republic, the starting point is giving 

them the right to vote at the age of 
18. It is good that Dr. Pandeya has 
not mentioned that the age in respect 
of MLA or MP should also be reduced 
to 18 years. He has not mentioned 
it. Therefore, I take it that he wants 
that the age in respect of MLA to 
remain at 21 and above, in respect of 
the Member of Lok Sabha at 25 and 
above, in respect of the Member of 
Rajya Sabha at 30 and above, in respect 
of the President of India at 35 and 
above. Ours is a country of young 
people. Majority of the people of 
new India are young people, vibrant 
with youthfulness and enthusiasm, 
and denying them the right to invol
vement and participation in the demo
cratic set-up is neither just nor fair 
nor equitable nor decent nor right.

In conclusion, I would say that this 
House, by a large majority, should 
support this valuable measure. I 
hope Government themselves will 
come forward with the proposal to 
reduce the voting age from 21 to 18 
years, so that the younger people 
who feel frustrated, who do not feel 
like joining the public and political 
life, will have a chance and opportu
nity to make themselves active to ex
press themselves both through the 
ballot-box and otherwise. Only this, 
can the country’s democratic srt-up 
be further strengthened,

DR V. K. R. VARADARAJA RAO 
(Bellary): I rise to support this Bill. 
X am sorry I have to disagree from my 
colleague in Parliament from my own 
State, but I have some experience 
with the student community. I have

started teaching first in the year 1929 
and I know that the students to-day 
are in a state of great ferment and all 
scats of things are toeing done by them 
and all sorts of things are being attri
buted to them.

I do not think the question of Guja
rat or Bihar is relevant m the context 
of the particular proposition that we 
are discussing, whether the voting age 
should be lowered from 21 to 18 or 
not Nor must I say is there ally re
levance in the speculation on the 
possibility of whom will these 18—JS1 
vote for if they are given the vote, 
whether they will vote for Congress 
or Communists or Jana Sangh or Swa- 
tantra or whether they will abstain 
from voting. It is a question of 
whether we should lower the voting 
age from 21 to 18 or not. I am not 
impressed by the question of ex
penses and so on. Elections are 
expensive and elections are bound 
to be more and more expensive 
in future unless you find some other 
way of curbing the cost of elections. 
I am not also wanting to brmg in the 
fact that so many countries have done 
it. If so many countrios have done 
it, it is a good thing. If so many 
other countries have not done it. that 
also does not bother us. This is a 
question on which we have to take a 
decision ourselves.

This country took a very historic 
decision when we decided to confer 
adult franchise on all men and 
women of the ag® of 21. But at that 
time there had been arguments about 
it. Many people could bave said: the 
vast majority of this country are 
illiterate, they are superstitious, they 
are living in the -medieval ages and it 
would not be possible to have any
thing like a parliamentary democracy 
In this country. But what have we 
found in actual fact? As a matter of 
fact, almost in the first elections, if I 
am not mistaken, in the 1952 elec
tions, there was an organization called 
Hindu Mahasabha which put up candi
dates. Hindu Mahasabha obviously
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should have appealed to the illiterate, 
superstitious and medieval masses of 
this country and yet what did we And 
then? The Hindu Mahasabha was 
represented in this House by one or 
two Member® while the vast majority 
of the electorate voted for people who 
did not go and talk only in the name 
of Hindus or Hindu Maha Sabha.

So, maturity is not something that 
is linked with literacy or, if I may 
say so, with the age of 21 or the age 
of 18. If the people of 18 are imma
ture, then I would say people of the 
age of 21 are also immature and I 
would go further and say that the 
people of the age of 60 and above 
are also immature. If you are going 
to have a limit of 21 for voting age, 
I think there is some logic in also 
saying that people over a particular 
age should also be denied the right to 
vote..

SHRI MOINUL HAQUE CHOU- 
DHURY (Dhubri): Professor, don't be 
afraid.

DR. V. K. R. VARADARAJA RAO: 
I am not afraid. It is Mr. Choudhury 
who should be afraid because he wants 
to stay longer m the Parliament. 
Therefore, let us not go into all these 
irrelevant questions.

.The real question to-day seems to 
me that the students are being politi
calised. No question of their not 
being politicalised. They are being 
politicalised by the back door. They 
are being politicalised by the Parties 
not openly expressing themselves. You 
have organization amount the students 
which are not branches of the political 
parties They have different names 
and affiliations and connections. What 
kind of the connections—I do not
know. Politicalisation is' some
thing which cannot be avoided 
and it seems to me that in terms of 
the growth of the students community 
in this country, whatever may be the 
resbrt they may be taking recently to

violence—there are many reasons and 
this is not the time to talk about them. 
I would say this that the younger 
generation of to-day know more than 
the younger generation of my age or 
even of subsequent ages. It is so not 
only m this country, it is so all over 
the world. I would say that if we 
give them the vote, then they can 
become properly political. Political 
does not mean in the sense that they 
spend all their time in politics. As a 
matter of fact, those who have got 
their vote at the age of 21 and above 
are not spending all their time in 
politics. Some of them are in busi
ness. some of them are in teaching, 
some of them are farmers and some of 
them are agricultural labourers. They 
are not spending all their time in 
politics but they have a sense of parti
cipation and responsibility in the gov
ernance of the country. They can 
take an intelligent, rational interest in 
what is happening in the country and 
come to informed judgments oji the 
basis of their own evaluation and 
analysis as to what should be done 
as far as the country's problems are 
concerned.

It seems to me that 18 is a good age. 
I do not know why our friend, Pro
fessor Mavalankar should be so apolo
getic and why he wanted it to be 19 
and he gave some reasons. Actually,
18 means college-going population. 18 
divide-? thQ Higher Secondary Schoal 
and the so-called Junior College. It is 
really the dividing line from the regu
lar college. Students of the colleges 
are interested in politics. They do 
not get opportunity to get political 
education by getting speeches frown 
active political workers and having 
the opportuity to Cross-examine 
them. It happens in Oxford and 
Cambridge. I went from Bombay to 
Cambridge for my further education. 
In Cambridge there is the Cambridge 
Labour Club, the Cambridge Conser
vative Association, the Cambridge 
Liberal Association and the Cambridge 
Marxist Club. Members of those
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parties including Ministers would 
come to their functions end tJfiey will 
be cross-examined by the students. 
Thus the students are enabled to culti
vate political judgment instead of 
merely being taken in by political 
propaganda. And incidentally it gave 
them good training and it was a good 
training ground for those who went 
iater on to take part in active public 
bervicec and so on.

they ire made voteai, then, the pollti* 
cal parties will take more seriou* inte
rest in than, more responsible interest 
in them, more open interest in t&ettt, 
and we will have better informed 
political judgment on the part of th£ 
students. Therefore, wholeheartedly 
support the intention behind this Bill 
that speedier action should be taken 
to lower the voting age in this coun
try from twenty-one to eighteen. 
Thank you.

Sir, I do not want to take more 
time because, I understand that there 
is one more speaker before 5-30. So, 
1 would like to conclude by saying 
this. I do not say that this is going 
to solve the students' problem; not 
at all. I am not saying that. I am 
not saying that giving vote to the 
students will solve the problem of 
unemployment. Well, what happens in 
this. You have to give the vote to the 
people of the age of 21 and over. I do 
not want to reel out before you the 
statistics of unemployment. But I can 
assure you that the vast majority of 
literate registered unemployed m this 
country are voters. They are over the 
age of 21. Therefore, having the vote 
and being unemployed has no connec
tion at all. I think. Sir, if we give 
the right to vote to students, to young 
men of 18 and over, it will bring a 
little greater measure of political res
ponsibility among the younger gene
ration. Rightlv or wrongly, the 
younger generation are taking part in 
politics. They di<3 take part in the 
Gujarat agitation; they ar*> taking part 
in the Bihar agitation. It is no good- 
gjtting in this House and making 
speeches is not sning to stop them. 
One should go to Bihar if 0ne wants 
to stop them or argue with them.

So, what I want to say is this. It is 
not merelv a question of taking part 
in aritations or not Students are 
political. They are being politicalised. 
But they are not being politicalised 
on right lines And I suggest that if

17.29 hrs.
[Mr. Speaker—in the Chair],

MOTION RE CONTEMPT OF THE 
HOUSE
MR. SPEAKER. Hon. Members, 

please execuse me for a brief inter
ruption. I have to inform the House 
that today at about 1105, a visitor 
calling himself Bipalab Basu attempt
ed to enter the Visitor’s Gallery of 
Lok Sabha after getting his pass 
checked at the checking post The 
Senior Watch and Ward Assistant of 
the Lok Sabha Secretariat who was on 
duty near the Visitors’ Gallery gate 
found a spring dagger hidden on his 
person tied on his right leg under his 
trousers. The said Bipalab Basu gave 
a severe kick to the Senior Watch and 
Ward Assistant and it was very 
serious. Our officer rolled and was 
almost semi-conscious, in a very bad 
state He was taken into custody 
immediately by the Watch and Ward 
Officer. This is a serious matter. I 
bring it to the notice of the House for 
such action as the House may deem 
fit.

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN
TARY AFFAIRS (SHRI K RAGHU 
RAMAIAH): Sir I beg to move:

‘ This House resolves that the 
person calling himself Bipalab Bam? 
who at 1105 hours today attempted 

to enter the Visitors’ Gallery of Lok 
Sabha with a dagger hidden on hits


