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(c) The information is being collected 
and will be laid on the Table of the 
Hpusc.

Establishment o l Herbaria in Andhra 
Pradesh

50K6. SHRI B. S. MURTHY : Will the 
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY 
PLANNING be pleased to state ;

(a) whether the Central Government 
has given any funds for establishing her-
baria in Andhra Pradesh during 1972-73 
and 1973-74; and

(b) the existing herbaria in that State 
and the Central grants for the same during 
the Fourth Plan ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY 
PLANNING (SHRI A. K. KISKU) : (a) 
and (b). No. However, the Central Coun-
cil for Research in Indian Medicine and 
Homoeopathy is having a Regional Re-
search Centre with Survey of Medicinal, 
Plants Unit as one of the components at 
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh. The her-
barium of the Centre has about 1400 
mounted herbarium sheets.
12.15 fas.

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER 
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

Reported decision of sen»*>r doctors in 
Delhi hospitals not to attend Out-Patient 
Departments.

SHRI P. M- MEHTA (Bhavnagar): I
call the attention of the Minister o l Health 
to the following matter of urgent public im-
portance and f request that he may make 
a statement thereon :—

“The serious situation arising; out of 
the reported decision of senior 
doctors in Delhi hospitals not to 
attend oul-Patient Departments/’

THU MINISTER OF HEALTH AND 
FAMILY PLANNING (DR- KARAN 
SIN GH ): As Hon'ble Members arc aware, 
senior doctors at the Delhi hospital* have 
maintained hospital services during the last
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three months despite the junior doctor*’ 
strike The advent of the warm weathex; 
has, however, led to an increase in & e  
number of patients, and the under-gradu*te 
medical students who were on strike have 
also reported back for their classes, thus 
requiring some of the senior doctors t© re-
sume their teaching responsibilities, In the 
AH India Institute of Medical Sftencea, 
based on a representation from some of the 
faculty members, the Medical Superinten-
dent felt that to reduce the load on the 
senior doctors, the speciality services in 
the OPD could be progressively curtailed. 
When this was brought lo my notice, I im-
mediately contacted the Director and indi-
cated to him that however great the strain, 
the services to the suffering public should 
be maintained at a reasonable and adequate 
level. The Director assured me that this 
would be done. Many senior doctors of 
Safdarjang and Irwin Hospitals have lately 
complained about the strain being felt by 
them.

On Monday the 25th some of the strik-
ing junior doctors and under-graduate medi-
cal students came to the Out-Patient De-
partments of both the All India Institute 
and the Safdarjang Hospital in large num-
bers, and tried to persuade the registration 
stuff not lo register the <patients. They had 
earlier put up posters on tbe campus that 
the Out-Patient Departments would be 
dosed from Monday. They also prevented 
patients from going in and physically pull' 
ed out two doctors who were to
them, which was resented by the patients. 
The modus operands adopted by them was 
to block the OPD* hy queuing up lo r re-
gistration cards and displacing the genuine 
patients, After obtaining registration cards, 
they entered the service «?«rt«clw o l the 
OPD doctors and mobbed them. These 
actions naturally disrupted the working of 
the OPD services. These disruptive ele-
ments were, however* Utter persuaded to 
vacate and the OPD services were resum-
ed. The other three were not
affected.

On Tuesday ih* 
students and junior doctow firoin Maulanit
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Azad Medical College and the All India 1973 agreement by the Government The 
Institute invaded the premises of the Saf- Secretary of the Ministry is responsible for 
tfarjartg Hospital. They attempted to upset this. He has cot attended to the genuine 
the working of the Orthopaedics, Surgical problems of the junior doctors during the 
and Medical OPDs, hilt were mot success- whole year 1973 and even thereafter, 
fu l They later went to the jLady Hardingo
Medical College and Willingdon Hospital. Now, it k  a tragedy that for the fulfilment 
In the meantime, information having been of the genuine demands and grievances, the 
conveyed to the Medical Superintendents, engineers* the doctors, the teachers and 
timely precautions to close the gates and professors in the universities, and the etu- 
prcvent their entry was taker.. Thus, while dents are compelled to resort to direct 
the OPD services Were disturbed to some action. This is because of the attitude and 
extent in the Safdarjang Hospital, they func* the policy of the Government towards the 
tioned in all other hospitals. On Wedncs- intelligentsia and the working classes in 
day the 27th the OPD services have func- the country in«the unorganised and the or- 
tioned in all the five hospitals. ganised sectors or in the public and the

Information just received regarding the Pr°blem. a n d ... 
situation this morning shows that while the
OPDs are functioning in the All India Insti- MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: What ia the 
hue, Safdnrjang. Willingdon and Lady information you want ? You have given 
Hardinge Hospitals, attempts have again the information! 
been made to disrupt services in the Irwin
and Pant Hospitals. It seems that a large SHRI P. M. MEHTA: The immediate 
number of students and junior doctors have issue is that the senior doctors of the city 
invaded the premises and are interfering hospitals have taken a decision to refrain 
with the work of the OPDs. I am sure from attending to the outpatient depart- 
Hor.’Mc Members will agree that such be* mcnts because of the heavy strain put on 
hatiour is most unfortunate and reprchen- them by the 85-day old indefinite strike by 
*iMe. Ihe junior doctors, and they have also re-

I have on the floor of this House express- part ment until the junior doctors’ disputes 
cd my appreciation of the services render- arc settled.
<*(1 by senior doctors during the strike
period in very difficult conditions. It is my What is the dispute of the junior doctors ? 
sirccre hope that they will continue *o per- Most of their demands were settled by bi-
form their duties conscientiously and with partite negotiations and now, only one or 
ihe seme of broader reaporsibility that they two points remain to be solved. What is

SHRI P. M MEHTA ; Mr. Deputy Spea- safeguard their career against victimisation, 
te r  Sir. t  had never expected this type of This is based on past experience of the 
statement from Dr. Karan Singh. I  thtok doctors as well as of the other employees 
the Ministry has misled him ftnd by draft* of the Government.

private sectors. This issue involves a basic

solved to boycott the out-door patients de-

have displayed so far. the demand ? Their demand is very genuine 
and very reasonable. What they ask is to

tRt> th is lit* *  Im w i i n  ih e
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thc certificates to be issued to these doc* 
tors in future. All doctors who weie on 
rolls or were selected to join as on 1*1*1974 
shall be allowed to complete their respec-
tive terms of appointments. The period of 
strike, excluding Sundays and gazetted holi-
days* not adjusted against the leave of the 
kind due and the future Sundays and 
gazetted holidays in respect of both junior 
and senior residents, shall be treated as 
extraordinary leave without pay and shall 
be governed by the principle of “No Work, 
No Pay.” The question of continuity in the 
terms of internship shall be referred tc  the 
Medical Council of India for sympathetic 
consideration and the dates of future re* 
cruitment to the posts of junior residents 
shall be suitably adjusted so that these 
doctors are not put to anv disadvantage.

The other point is regarding the non-
practising allowance. Both these points are 
very genuine and very reasonable and la- 
tional. Now there is a conflict.

MR DEPUTY SPEAKER: You aie
confusing a very good case by bringing in 
too many things. Let the Minister reply to 
yotir points.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATH (Kaja- 
p u r); At this rate he may become a Minis-
ter ore  d ay !

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That I* the 
ministerial prerogative 1

SHRI P. M M EHTA: This is the only 
opportunity which this House has been 
given for discussing the genuine demands 
of the junior doctors.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I want this 
to be put effectively and pointedly. I want 
Members to come out with hard punches.

SHRI P. M. M EH TA : I  gave the back* 
ground, because he has conveniently kept 
si!$rt on all those points regarding the doc-
tors. He has simply tried in his statement 
to fix the responsibility on the senior doc- 
toni and the junior doctors. Therefore, X 
stated all these things. Now, there is a  con-
flict between the Secretary and the Minis-
ter and that is the reason why this dispute 
is not yet solved.

Now, I want to put mV question, t  wact 
to ask why the agreement of 31st March,
1974 was not implemented ? What were the 
reasons for non-implementation ? 1 also
want to know why the Government has 
backed out from the assurance given dur-
ing the course of negotiations regarding 
the mode of treatment of the strike period? 
Why did the Government make a show 
of strength by deploying armed and lathi- 
wielding police in the premises of all the 
strike-bound hospitals ? Is the hon. Minis-
ter aware that the CGHS and municipal 
doctors have also resolved not to replace 
the senior doctors to rur tbe out patient 
departments ? Why do not the Government 
hold thc Secietary concerned responsible 
for this agitation which was due to his 
backing out from the 14th March agree-
ment ? Lastly, how many deaths have taken 
place in the hospitals due to non-availability 
of medical help in time to the patients and 
how mary more does he expect before the 
dispute is settled ?

DR KARAN SINGH : The hon. Mem-
ber seems to be asking questions which 
are about the genesis of the problem with 
the junior doctors. The call attention no-
tice, as I understood it, was with regard to 
senior doctors' reported decision not to 
attend the OPD. I ha\e submitted in my 
reply thc factual situation and I have not 
tried to mislead the House. 1 may also add 
that there has been no blanket decision by 
thc senior doctors to boycott the OPD in 
various hospitals but they have expressed 
their difficulties and explained to us that 
they were under great strain. As I said in 
my statement the OPDs are functioning in 
several hospitals except where they have 
been deliberately disturbed.

With regard to the problem of junior 
doctors, I should submit for your considera-
tion that the House had several oppor-
tunities of discussing this matter very care-
fully and X have also spoken 09  it- The 
matter, 1 hope, is nearing worn kind 01 a 
finality and I  submit that this H fiot the 
time for me to gel involved in a  frag dis-
cussion with regard to  frotfo As
soon as I am ready wife M M
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I shall come before the House. In my pre-
vious statement X have said that Govern-
ment had not backed out of any agreement.
I should like to controvert that statement 
made by the hon. Member. Therefore, with 
your permission, 1 want to say that I do 
not like to be drawn into a long debate 
on the junior doctors’ problems this morn-
ing because that matter is under very care-
ful consideration at present.

SHRI AMRIT NAHATA (Barmer): On 
a point of order. 7 he statement given by 
the hon. Minister tells us firstly that there 
is no strike in OPD in the hospitals; he 
also says that some junior doctors went in 
tiuckloads to the hospitals and crcated 
some disturbances and he has described 
this as reprehensible. I want to lead out 
from the Press report which is absolutely 
contradictory. It says the police went there 
ir truckloads. Whose behaviour is repre-
hensible? There is a strike but he say* 
there is no strike ?

t t o < n » f c a ( i r e s f t T ) »y fm  
tftfarr im rr t ^ t |  6

*  *mr r r  gm  |  
dWJTK w fawr t  (w rw rr) *rn>

* an? m <  *nrr $ \ <rfa*r *

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He has
rawed a point of order and I shall confine 
n\> self to the point of order.. .  (Interrup-
tions) . .  The matter now under discussion 
is the caH attention motion. Some questions 
have been put by the hon. Member and 
the hon. Minister has replied. Other Mem* 
bcrs are yet to put questions. Many Mem-
ber say that they do not like the reply 
of the hon. Minister or they are not satis-
fied But that is no point o f order. If you 
•"e not satisfied then you should come 
forward with some notice.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE (Kanpur), You 
allow & discussion

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You five
notice and it wED be considered. I t  cannot
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be done ir. this way. You may not be 
satisfied and there may be reasons why you 
are not satisfied...  (Interruptions)

SHRI AMRIT NAHATA (Barmer): The 
Minister says that there is no strike, m 
fact there is a strike.

MR DFPUTY SPEAKER: A point of 
order has been raised and I  have given a 
ruling The only point of order now could 
be that you are creating disorder in the 
House by such interruptions.

SHRI AMRIT NAHATA: He is mis-
leading the House .. (interruptions).

MR DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order order. 
You send notice. It will be considered.

?UT*r (ijrarR i): 

*rrg?rr ? vnfiw. f%

fan  i farf* w t  t ,
% Sft qrqpTW St 

% r r m  are «tnt s? t ff 
ffT STTTT % ^  j? f*F
|  iprfaro' fT sptf ift tfrft ^  trr,
m tsnm  w  <p  »t t $ *Nt  snfagR 
t  ^  fc
q^r t  jctt i f  nw rm  %
w w r "re w t  w p t  % Trwrrr *rc 

jt fv q W rr mCT * qtiftfcv 
fort ft wk fnrr 1 1

*PT ifr % fsftr |
fa  apfegflrs ^  5frpn»r tftrr ftuTT
11 sfairr w>rt t t  |

sro  s t  t?  f —
ftpsrr t f w i
I  fa  % 3Tc&

Pr t  *7$ i ^  ^  ^  ^
% ft? 0  m

*?r fa? ^ ^
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*m f  \ f  mvfhT *foft aft %■ wraraT ’arr f̂t 
f  fa  «wc# % *nrr *PTfterr »Ftft %
*rfr «r?*r % *ft f t
t  7 f  *Fnft |r *rsft aft *rr *rrte*j*

f  %fr* w r  wat tft *ft
«rm *rt f w  |  *rfr fsm  fc fa iftw 

tftw *  w r t  t  fa  ^rfvrr s ra rf  
*?Tfv ?r*TF?r yr afr %■ *r?r t $ “ $
*ftr f w t  s n t  r n w r  <l^rr^r v r  xsPr 
t 7 * sfr ?r ? v t

spT «mr «pt % §; $■ gtft w r r  «rt qtsmr
r̂% f  vhr?T <tt #  ?nrr*r V f s^nn

v t  f t  f t  «rm % fan- tft?t
% I V? T̂f e ^TT  ̂ ?rgt t  »

• w f t  finrFy tjsrt *nr I  %f^r 
«rt *t t o t  $*rfr arm fc i f*n*
iTVrm? Vt fipf'T ’TTaG-̂ Id'l ^T  ffaT T̂f̂ rr,

sjspfrr t̂fV wrf^r *rff ■* T t^fiR  
’rnrr vr v w r  N tr r r  anpn wiffrr, $ 
TO ft g i  #  *rert * t *r amrot ^Tirfr g fa
w  ir, vrvnET % *bt *rrow
| i  *r% f t  *f w f fa  p t  srrrr *ft jews ■jfffrnr 
IT’RTR' *T JffT t» WW TO»f #  *RU * %f«PT 

*rrm 3Ti ft *?V f  tftr mv it 
♦fa*? % c ft  t f t  w r  fr, $  w w ft  f  
anfT qr Tsv^rr * m t qfr
%*f t f t  it fosrrtfir fa  q r  « m r  t o r t  

xftr fspnft *rt*rar q r w% ** #5nr
ft?TT I  (•W ai’T) tnf WVfZT &f *q wt %*PT 
%  ¥ T f  # «T P -  5 > r r  I  * f t r  t n f o  i t o  n ^ c .  

<nfw< 3ft -SR% 3?TT tFTTFR VTTt f  
% f«Fft ?rcf % *P*r >!ft 11 fanw *it sfr^- 
W*fF* t, »TT fvpcr
jnfnr

*rf5r^r xfrt w Mkq t  % wrftr 
^Ptr v f v  ^ ftf’^rrf^fr i w w  m  nm ¥ 
i f k  %rp* f ^ ,  w*r*te iit ?wft 11

It wr*ft*r «rsfr aft ^ 3tprt w tft  ̂ fv
#  *rr m  tit* * •  ttvj wn?r t ,  1- 3-74 

^  %w ^gf% ^ ;

‘The period of strike will be treated 
as unauthorised al^enoe on tiio 
principle o f- no work, no pay.**

ww w t  f»Ht» vr ^tJfR  m$ % 
i t s  ^ r  t m i  *&* ift*
v rr

'T he Health Ministry would recom-
mend to the concerned State 
Government td take similar 
action ”

wf <re f w f t  %  5ft  Ttwzx f ,  9ft 

ftp *  & i*ê fflw *t f  m trrawr mw It 
t  3̂R% m«r ^ p t »wsn ftnr i/k gft 
^  | t r  f  m* w m ijTT $tm t 

p t «vsr It n>nr sipr ? srnr *rrc 
7 %  1 4 ? n f r a  ?rv3THTvtf5T>F»ft ^  1 ( m w im r )  
*rnr*(V*r *p#t3rtitJr»*Tfrf«tTiT?ft«ftfsr 
wi W W H >  V t  f5RT ^ f f R T  -mzA %  w

t o  f v

im  ^ t t t  ro r  t  wrr *r
«rr=R «fgTTT % f*n*Tf**i «pt |,  ift *nnt fer 
iw?r % nnsrfTT t  rg ^ fiw , paw-’̂ R 
tftr <rwr t^nrs % iraru it fa  
^  7 * r r t  *m r  f * m  3 rw , $ f o r t  eft w ,  

*TT*T 3ft TUfrgpiT jt WF <ft
IF» .. . . ^
i W  i r H M P T T  I® ?  m l l w  I T  * T P fn  '

J m  ?ftw »i j h r  ^  *f*nr ^ r*n n

« r %  v r  W f t  w

m g  ift aft ^  t  ^  mfipT « r^  
o t i  w*im f t t m  « r r N f  ’  m  m w t  

« rr , ^  t  # f ¥ r r  f t  j i t  vfpm, f l f  

?nmrr *tt fv  frw  Of ww % M  t
W  ?1tf f t  >Pt$ f?Tf«F ^

nft «w% #
*Z m  f t  ^  t  * * *
s f t w i w  % f t  ifvc r wfiwf w w  « > » *  

*m m  w i w  % I  fffWn W t  m  
*Tfwr 1 1
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Hifs wi#mr w gm , mvfhr

f t  fa
11 ^jPunc *n?ar 11 **iw t

*ft n w  «nr $w  *m m  Ihfarr »ws$ 
fc S q? ift* •ft* % w r  *  wt 
wrfatJi *ft* «fte <to %r 3*nr
ftWT i «rs*ft qm qt *  *ra *>rer *t« t t

WflW % wt ijfq*r *TPTr SPR 
ft, «wtfa r r  fr**r jpt fc*rorc m  «tt, 
m  f t r  * r r t r  m ftr«rnr% v t f i n r  wt 
nf sft i.vifwnr f̂sFT 5W ’ftr  *r *rf
vi f v f  *t «mr vwanx ir f a w
fa  fftpt *t 6 w n  VT tnfteT, gJR! s to t  
nrFT fj t & w i  ** *r%
**hkt'm  »thwt ?ft *n,T*r gvr fa  *nr wwr 
ftpff^r ffr*m r iftr wp  «nr H i w i  

t u m  Vr*T JJ » {«W8W) t o  
wv farn »w% *?fb % «flr % i («**• 
m*f) enpr ifipn % art f^TT m 
* m  ifr i s  f*wr *rr

T be report could ro t be confirmed’.

tfT |  fa  v s  * w  <& farti 
xt *wurr*rft, iwwti «rn* Pwtt ft 
««* #  , m | TH &|T **P,
TO** * *  fa q t t

SHRI AMRIT NAHATA: Wba: about
truck loads of police . .

DU. KARAN SINGH: Police has been 
posted. The two things are not mutuallv 
contradictory.

Sii, the hon. lady Member has made 
some very valid and pertinent observations 
with regard to the whole problem of 
junior doctors She has said quite rightiy 
that this is not orly a service matter, butt, 
it also affects the welfare of large sections 
of the people As I submitted earlier, with 
regard to all these problems, whether it is 
NPA or treatment of strike period '*nd so 
on, we are now nearing a final solution. 
Theiefore, all I can say now is, as soon 
as a decision is taken, we will come be-
fore the House and inform the Hoose of 
the decision taken

SHRI D D. DESAI (Kaiia) . Sir, most 
of the revolutions in the world have their 
origin in injustice. I would request the 
minister not to be carried away by the de< 
partmental views but to make on the spot 
investigation and come to his own con-
clusion on the basis of conscience and jus-
tice.

Is it a fact that the Health Ministry 
officials were unaware of what could 
happen if (he senior doctors too boycotted 
tbe OPDs, till it actually happened ’ If 
so, does it not mean that his ministry has 
lost touch with realities and ia iivng in a 
make-believe world *

SHRI PILOO MODY (Godhra): What LHas the nuiurtiy any him opinion on
do you do aboot the Report 7 wh*  doctors Mrvin* ,ts PuWlc hea,tx5 »**-

tem should get and should not get ur is
DR K AH AN  • VJhmt nmn mm *  * ‘*UeStl0n ° f  fif8t “WC wiU “ 0t

iJ  ‘ give this** and then giving in to it and
then saying “we will never give this, come
what may” and then again waiting on

Today, on the Hoar of Ifeb Home. I  am evau, to force tin feuds of the Govera-
i n »a * «  ment ?

SH U  A l t t i r  N AH ATA : T h . T im *  >* « •  * *  lheH e‘llho/ " contacted senior doctors on the eve or
i^ i r  boycott and conveyed to them its
wish that they should not boycott OPDs *

DR* K * * m  m O H :  t l m  m o *  *  »  so. does not the rejection o/ this appeal
not fame. reveal a lack of confidence or rapport bet-
s  L $ sm ~~7
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ween the most senior men in the profes-
sion working in hospitals and their execu* 
tive colleagues in the offices of thc Minis* 
try *

If the Government now thinks that no 
harm will come »f the victimisation claus# 
is given up, was it necessary to subject 
the public to further harassment since the 
draft agreement was* hammered out curiv 
this month?

Does the countrywide discontent of the 
medical profession now surfaced demand, 
in ihe opinion of the ministry, that a 
second look should be taken on the Gov-
ernment subsidised public health system 
and the role of the medical profession in 
it?  If the answer is yes, what steps are 
being taken to study this aspect find come 
out with immediate corrective steps before 
this system is expanded further, it% it must 
be, in the fifth plan *> If the answer is 
no, how does Government expect to meet 
the discontent in the medical profession 
which is  bound to grow with tbe increase 
in inflation, the bureaucrat isat ion ot the 
profession and the visible shift fiom medi-
cal duties to paper work of an increasing 
number of these piofessional men. in tbei* 
day to day work ?

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : These are 
broader questions of medical administra-
tion and medical facilities in the country 
We are concerned with the OPD and the 
reported decision of the senior doctors to 
boycott it and that is connected with the 
trouble of the junior doctors We cannot 
go over the entire gamut of medical admi-
nistrative in the country.

DR. KARAN SINGH : rhe fiist ques-
tion was with regard to our being rigid 
and bureaucratic. I can assure the House 
that I have, approached this very difficult 
problem not at all in any bureaucratic or 
rigid spirit. I have tried my /cry best to 
understand the problem and meet the as-
pirations of the people as far as we could. 
I  would like to place that on record. What 
comes out of it ultimately is a different 
matter, but this has been my approach.

attend aut*Patle*t 192 
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He asked, what would happen if senior 
doctors do not attend the OPDs ? Obvious* 
ly, if the junior doctors are on strike and 
if senior doctors also do not attend the 
OPDs. the OPDs will dose down, because 
the only two doctors remaining will be 
Dr. Karan Singjh and Dr. Srivastava who 
is tbe DGHS, the rest of the doctors being 
either junior or senior. With regard to thr 
question as to what should be paid to 
vatious types of doctors, the entire Gov-
ernment of India doctors have been cov-
ered by the Pay Commission's report, 
except for the junior residents. They have 
looked into it \ery carefully and that is 
part of the problem with which we arc 
grappling now. He said that thc DGHS 
has been in close touch with the senior 
doctors in various hospitals and has been 
trying to persuade them that ^oing on strike 
or refraining from attending OPD* will 
create a great deal of problems and 
troubles for the patients. It is to a large* 
extent because of this dialogue that ther* 
has been no boycott, except disruption in 
two places. Regarding the broader ques-
tion of medical education, as I have said 
on the floor of the House, we are planninc 
to set up a Medical Education OoramU- 
sion. which alone can look into the whole 
gamut of the problem that the hon. Mem 
ber has raised.

SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN (Telli- 
cherry) : I am extremely sorry that 
Dr. Karan Singh has been trying &o des-
perately to evade the real problems in-' 
volved in the strike by the senior doctors.

SHRI PILOO MODY: Even 1m stetho-
scope is false !

SHRI C K. CHANDRAPPAN : The 
hon. Minister was trying to impress upon 
the House that he will deal only wUh the 
strike by the senior doctors and the diffi-
culties caused by the closure of the OPD. 
But, 1 am sorry, E cannot oblige him be-
cause the real question which brought 
about this situation, in which thousand* and 
thousands of people are put to difficulties, 
in fact the real genesis of the whole 
trouble, is the continuing strike b y . the
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junior doctors. So, we cannot shut oui eves 
to  that aspect of the problem.

Her* 1 would like to point out (hat in 
recent times the Government is adopting a 
tought, authoritarian and highly bureaucratic 
attitude towards strike by the wot king
people, be it the doctors, the employees of 
the LIC or the railway woikers. Wnenever 
the woikers collectively bargain for theu 
legitimate rights, the government coire on 
them with an iron hand. When something 
untoward happens because of this, the Gov-
ernment immediately start shouting "fas-
cism is coming; save us". I say that you are 
responsible for creating this explosive situ-
ation in the country, and Shri Piloo Mody 
is trying to make use of this situation.

SHRI PIIOO MODY : I am keeping 
tnj health all right

SHRI C K. CHANDRAPPAN The 
Government should not behave in the same 
old fashion of the kings, monarchy of the 
Diwans of the British days.

MR DFPUTY-SPEAKER . Your point 
is very clear that the Government is 
authoritarian and bureaucratic. So, come 
to the question

SHRI C K. CHANDR API* \N  • Shri 
Snvastava. the Director General of Health 
Service, also a doctor, to whom you made 
a lefeience, is the villain of the piece. I 
know that Dr. Karan Singh is asked to 
play a role which he does not like. He has 
been assigned the unpleasant ’ask of re-
peating here what he has neen asked to 
say, by the people who are sitting at the 
helm of affairs in Nirman Bhavan. They 
still behave In a bureaucratic mnrntr and 
the Minister has to defend them. So, 1 
appreciate his difficulty.

Ih e  Minister began by saying that there 
ls nothing to negotiate. Now the ditfe'ences 
h a v e  already been narrowed t*own by 
negotiation*. They have already come to 
*,n agreement which is described by the 
Minister as package deal Doctors are 
apprehensive of clause 7 of that package
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deal. They apprehend that if they with-
draw the strike then some action will be 
taken against them under clause 7. So, 1 
want an assurance from the Minwter that 
no harm will come to them under this 
clause, if they withdraw the strike.

He should make an assurance on tbe 
floor of the House that he will r.ot victi-
mise a single doctor in the nam* of their 
participation in the strike, that their con-
tinuity of service will be acc-pte 1 and 
there will not be any break in service be-
cause of their participation tn the strike. 
If he can make this simple assurance, to-
morrow they will offer for settlement. It 
he wants any help fiom this side of the 
House, right from Mr. Piloo Mody to 
this side, the people are ready, 1 suppose, 
to help him But the Government is iiot 
ready to concede to the Iegitinirte demands 
put forward by the doctors, if he can 
make this assurance, then we can bring 
about a settlement. If he takes that high 
and mighty attitude and try lo inn the hos 
pitals with policemen, thne I would like to 
icmind him that he is trying to deal with 
a highly inflammable material They are all 
ycung people; they are educated It is not 
a question of doctors only. All kinds of 
people are trying to collectively bargain. 
If he tries to put them down, there will be 
an explosion which he will not be able to 
prevent.

I would like to request him through you, 
Sii, to make a simple assuiance that he 
will deal with the matter in i mobt '•ympa- 
fhetical, reasonable and friendly manner

DR. KARAN SINGH S i i .  t h e  hon 
Member has made one or two broader 
remarks about our policy in regard to 
labour. I do not intend to go into that 
except to say that the charge that we ha\e 
been authoritarian or unreasonable is 
something which I must deny.

Also, there is no question of evading 
the problem. I have plunged into this 
problem so much personally that, as you 
know, 1 went on with a mild attack of 
doctoritis because I was in such close
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contact with so many doctors. I  am 
approaching the issue in what I consider 10 
be a svmpatheticat, reasonable and cons-
tructive manner.

There are, never-the-less, certain para- 
tncltcs, certain policies, within the ambit of 
which one has got to function. The bon. 
Member wants an assurance from me. The 
only assurance that I can give is this that 
we are seized of this problem. I  am trying 
to approach tt as sympathetically as possi-
ble and whatever maximum I can do for 
the doctors, I will do. I am afraid, at this 
stage, it is not possible for me to either go 
into more details or to give a raoie cate* 
goncal assurance.
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