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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MIN1S1'ity OF PETROLEUM AND 
CHEMICALS (SHRI SHAHNAWAZ 
KHAN): (a) to (c). In view of the 
ste.ep increase in the. price of crude 
oil. the availability of oil may not be 
commensurate with needs. EffOJ"ts are, 
therefore. being made at all levels to 
ensure that there are no undue strains 
on the ecoaomy of the country. These 
iDelude: 

(i) Placing increasing reliance on 
alternative ,30urces of energy, parti-
cularly coal; 

(Ii) Curbing the non-essential con-
I!\tIDption of oil products; 

(iii) Maximisin, exports to meet 
the cost of oil imports for the essen-
tially needed requirements of the 
economy; 

(iv) IDten.Dying activity for maxi-
rru.a1ion of indigenous production of 
crude oil etc. 

With a view of softening the impact 
of the increase in crude oil prices. 
bilateral arrangements with a number 
of Gulf countries have ·been Or are 
\Jeing entered into. 

ADlar Dye-Chem. Ltd. 

M86. SHRI D. B. CHANRA 
GOWDA: Will the Minis~ of 
PETROLEUMANDCHEMlCALS be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether one major unit manu-
facturing dY81tuffs downed its shutters 
and another i. on the verge' of closure 
for want of fuel oil in Bombay; 

. (b) if so, wbether there are some 
JIlore unija which are facing diftlcul-
ties; and 

(e) the steps Government propose to 
start functioning the Amar Dye-Chern. 
Limited, 

Certain States (C.A.) 
" . THE.Moo~TER OF STATE IN THE 
'MINIsTRY OF PETROLEUM AND 
CHEMICALS (SHRI SHAHNAWAZ 
KHAN): (a) to (e). MIs. Amar Dye 
Chern. Ltd., are reported to have 
closed down their factory for want of 
furnace oil for a few days during 
December, 1973 and February, 1974. 

A Standing Committee under the 
Chairmanship of Secretary & Director 
General. Technical Development ha, 
bQen set up to regulate Furnace Oil 
supplies in a manner that will not 
unduly dcpress industrial production 
particularly for the essential indm-
tries. The committee decides on the 
scne-me of allocation every month 
taking into account the avalia bimy of 
furnace oil. For the present Oil 
Companies are meeting 90 per cent of 
the requirements of all industries 
based on their past off takes. It is 
expected that a 10 per cent savin, can 
be achieved by taking economy mea-
(lures in the UIJe of FurnaCe Oil and 
by improved efficiency without affect·· 
ing production. 

11.00 lars. 
CALLING ATTENTION TO MAT'I'E1t 
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

REPORTED ACUTE POWEll SHoRTAGE IN 
CERTAIN STATES 

SHRI S. M. BANER.JEE (Kanpur): 
call the attention ot the hon. 

Minister of Irrigation and Power tit 
the followln. matter ot urgent public 
importance and I request that he may 
make a statement thereon:-

"The reported acute power short-
age in Uttar Pradesh, Faridabad 
Tndustrial Complex of Haryana. 
Gujarat. West Bengal and llleveral 
other States." 

THE MINlSTBR OF IRRIGATION 
AND pOWER (SHRI K. C. PANT): 
La7ge partir of the COUDtry are current-
ly tBcirw a power shgrtap. The areas 
where the situation is difficult eover 
U.P .. Haryana and Punjab In the nor-
thern region, Andhra Pradesh, Kar-
nataka and Tamil Nadu In the southern 
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relion, the D. V. C. area and West 
Bengal in the eastern region, Lower 
Assam in the north-eallt and Goa in the 
West. Because of the power shortage. 
restrictions have been imposed on 
power supply in the different states by 
the concerned State Government. 

.Primarily, the current power short-
age is .due to pnerating capacity not 
kleepin, pace with the growth of 
demand. Over the Fourth Plan period 
the demand for power has increased 
by nearly oro per cent whUe the gene-
rating capacity has risen by only :10 
per cent. Against the target of 9.25 
million kw to be added to generating 
capacity (almost entirely In the 
States) In the Fourth Plan to take it 
to nearly 23.3 million kw at the end 
of the Plan. only 4.26 million kw of 
additional capacity could be com mls-
.sioned. This large shortfall of nearly 
54 per cent in adding generating capa-
city is the single. -largest factor res-
ponsible for the current situation. In 
absolute terms, the a"regate of energy 
Rhortages over the year in the different 
areas is of the order of 7.500 mUllon 
unit. during the year i.e., about 10 per 
cent of the requirement of about 
74,000 million Imits during 1973-74. 
But ev.en this average percentage of 
lIhonage does not truly reftect the 
situation In the different reJions and 
States where the extent of shortage 
experienced In specific areas tor limi-
ted periods may be vastly different. 

The House will recall that most parts 
at. the country p_ed tbrough an 
acute pO'lll"er Ihortete during tbe period 
October 1972 to JUDe 19'73. With the 
replenishment 01 molt of the biJdel 
reservoirs following the monlOOn rains 
of 1973 tile power supply position 
returned to normal alm08t tbroUIII-
out tbecountry. The notable excep-
tions were U. P., where the Rfhand 
reservoir tailed to receive any siplfl· 
cant replenishment by the 19'7S mon-
lOOn Il'alns and the D. V. C. area where 
frequel'lt outages of thermal units 
cootinued to occur. The power posi-
tion in U. P., therefore, continued to 

be difficult and has become critical in 
recent months. In the D. V. C. area 
too the power supply position con-
tinued to be difficult though ther(! 
wa~ tangible improvement during No-
vember 19'72 to January 19'73 and 
again recently due to the determined 
efforts made to improve the operation 
and maintenance of the thermal po,,-er 
stations. The shortage in Karnataka 
continued because of inadequate rains 
in the Shravati catchment area. 
Shortages began to: be felt in the 
Andhra Pradesh.ad Tamil Nadu 
power systems from October 19'73 and 
these shortages continue. In Haryana, 
where shortage began to be felt soon 
after the monsoon season, the position 
worsened with the progressive increase 
in agricultural loads and the worst 
sullerer has been the industry. In 
Punjab the shortage which started as 
a marginal one, got accentuated with 
the increase in agricu !tural load and 
the failure of the winter rains. 
Gujarat and West Bengal also face 
shortages at present. 

The Ministry has had detailed dis-
cussions with the State EJectrklty 
Board to assess the extent of the power 
shortilles in the different st~tes, their 
impact on the eConomy and the 
measures to be taken to relieve the 
situation to the extent possible. The 
nutlook for the period upto the onset 
of the next monsoon rains may brieflY 
be summed up thus: In Himachal 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Jammu and Delhi 
in the northern region, In Madhya 
Pradesh and Maharsahtra In the 
Western region, In Kerala In .the 
South, in Oriaa and Bihar outside the 
D.V.C. areas, the power IUpply polltion 
"iII continUe to be generally sati .. 
factory, Haryana, Punjab, U.P. and 
the Kashmir Valley In the northern re-
lion. Andhra Pradelh, Kernataka and 
Tamil Nadu In the lOuthern region, 
Goa in the Weat and D. V. C., Welt 
Bengal and Lower Allam In the Bat 
will faee ahortaps both in terma of 
energy requirements and peaking 
r.apacity. The position In Gutarat 
which is currently facing a shortale of 
peaking capaCity, 1II"iII Improve after 
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the first unit of Ukai Hydro Electric SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: I am 
Project is commissioned later this surprised to read the statement which 
month. is jUlt like a tale told by a Minister, 

The Central and State Governments 
have been makm, concerted efforts to 
relieve this situation by measurel 
designed to maximise availability ot 
power from the existina power sta-
tions, speeding up the commissioning 
of new generating units and construc-
tion of transmission lines, transfer ot 
power from pocket's of surplus or re-
latively better availability to the de-
ftcit areas across State and reliona 1 
boundaries, rational use of the avail-
able power to meet the requirements 
of the essential services and t'he prio-
rity sectors of the economy in the 
best maniler possible, 8.ncI austerity 
in the consumption of power. 

An Installed generating capacity of 
about 2 million kw is expected to be 
added during 1974-76. The Pl'OIn!IIII 
of construction of the projects which 
will contribute to this addition II being 
watched closely to ensure that they do 
not fan behind schedule. The com-
missioning of theBe project. together 
with the measures earlier mentioned 
by me 1I\i11, I hope, go a long way in 
improving the power situation in 1974-
75, if we have a good monsoon in 1974. 
However in view of the uneven dfs-
tribution of the additions to capaCity 
and increases In the' anticipated de-
mands, we shall not be wholly free 
from power shortages in 'lOme States, 
The Iystems which have to be watched 
carefully In this reprd are U. P., Kar-
yana, Kamataka, Tamil Nadu, Madhya 
Pradesh, D. V. C. and West Benp!. 

I am having the projection. of the 
power situation with referenCe to de-
mand and avallabUlty over the next 
flve years, ten years and ftfteen years 
carefully studied to examine what 
further steps, If any have to be taken 
to make up the leeway as exPeditiously 
as possible and meet our requirements 
adequately In the coming years. 

full of allUrancel ,qnifyin, nothin,. 
Ultimat'ely, he has said: 

"The commiSSioning of these pro-
jects to,ether with the measures 
earlier mentioned by me will I 
hope ,0 a lon, way in improving 
the power situation In 1974-75, If 
we have a ,ood mon8OOll in 1974". 

So either it is God or nobody. 

The question Is this. In UP alone, 
there Is a heavy power cut and only 
25 per cent is being given. Before the 
general elections in UP, it was in-
creased from 30 per cent to 60 per 
cent. I do not know where from they 
got power then. AlI the textile and 
jute mills in UP started working 16 
hours, two shifts. After the announce-
ment of the results of the elections 
and the success of the ruling party It 
hal been redUCed to one 8 hour shift. 
All the textiles mills in Kanpur, Man-
nath Bhanjan and other places, are 
workin, only 8 hours a day. More 
than 13,000 substitute workers have 
been sacked and 54,000 workers are 
just on the streets earning not even 
one- third of their wages. Then aU the 
engineerin, units, whether large, 
medium or small, are facin, closure. 
The workers have refused wa,.· on 
the grouncts that this is neither a 
natural calamity nOr the fault of the 
employees. They were not liven 
any wages. yesterday, In Kanpur 
t'here _ 'a hU'e demoastration by all 
unions demanding full wages and the 
restoration Of the POll"er-CUt. 

Then the ordnance factories which 
are manufacturing the most IOphisti-
cated weapOnl for the army have been 
threatened with closure. I do not 
know bow the ordnance factories and 
the rayon factories are contlnuln, If 
this particular power-cut continues, 
and which il to the tune of 20 per cent. 
We were assured in this HoulII! that 
every step was being taken to have a 
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national grid and they would supply 
surplus power to thOle Statel, eiPeCial-
Iy Haryana, Uttar Pradeah, Tamil Nadu 
parts of Bihar and also Jammu and 
Kashmir. I do not know how they 
will be given power. 

In West Ben,al in Calcutta and 
Hoo,hly, load-shedding 1s extewl1ve, 
up to ei,ht to 10 hours per day. No-
body knows when it fa ,oin, to be 
powerless. Nobody knows, not even 
the Minister. There, complete anar-
chy il going on; there is no ration. 
All the industries are idle for 20 to 
30 hours per lI-.ek. The jute workers, 
I was told, were to ,et at le88t 50 per 
cent of the wales, but they are not 
getting even on~thlrd or the wales. 
All the engineering units practically 
are faCing closure and beCause of the 
non-avallability of both g88 and power. 
They say that the Electricity Supply 
Corporation Calcutta,-a British-own-
ed concem-recently was allowed to 
increase the cut from 20 to 30 per cent. 
There was a unanimous demand by alI 
the Opposition parties that' this should 
be taken over by the Government, and 
the Govemment assured them that 
they will be taken over. Instead, when 
there ia pow'er criSis ,ome on and the 
people in Calcutta and other parts in 
Bengal are not able to let electricity, 
this British-owned company has been 
allowed to increaSe it to 30 per cent. 

There is a breakdown In Dur,apur 
Bandel and the DVC power stations. 
I would like to know from the hon. 
Minister what has happened to the 
power station at Santaldl. This was 
commissioned with lreat fanfare by 
the Prime Minister, several months 
a,o. But uptill no\\, it has produced 
no po\\"Cr. I would like to know what 
has happened to this. 

I would al80 Ilke to know what 
has happened to the Thein dam in 
Punjab; three States were concemed 
with it. It was to be completed in 
1970, but still, the thing is han,ing 
fire and no action has been taken by 
the Central Govemment. Thou,h 
Punjab and Haryana and Himachal 

Pradesh have agreed to ~ up UUs 
project which has been given to them 
no decision has yet been taken. 

I want to know from the hon. 
Minister another thing. Recently at 
Bhuvaneswar,-yesterday-the Prime 
Mininster referred to the strike by 
raUwaymen, by sayin, that lOme of 
the rall\\-ay employees are holdin, the 
country to ransom. I would like to 
know, who is holding the country to 
ransom. When people want to produce, 
they are not allowed to produce. A 
slo,an was given earlier: "Produce or 
Perish." The pe~ have prodUCed 
but they are non perishing. I would 
like to know who is responeib1e for 
this. When the employees are arreated 
for stoppa,e of production under tile 
DIR, is it not high time that all toe 
chiefs of the Electricity Boards wen 
arrested under the DIR BOd put behlnG 
the bars? But no acllon has been taIleD, 
There is n01l' the power famine, whlch 
has continued from the last four Planl 
and I do not know what the ftfth Plan 
is ,oing to ,ive us. What is this plan-
ning? Did they not anticipate the 
growth of industrial units durin, thil 
Plan? Did they not know before-hand 
that there had to be some planning and 
there was enough industrial growth in 
the country? Now, he says that it bas 
increased from 20 per cent to 30 per 
cent. What a sad commentary on our 
country? I would like to know when 
this situation Is likely to improve, and 
whether the Government wW assure us 
that thOle w'Orkers who are bein, paid 
oft or laidoft or have been retrenched 
because of the power short.,e-
whether it is the Central Government 
or the State Govemment or the em-
ployers-wW be paid full wages. I had 
been to Farldabad yesterday and saw 
the situation in respect of practically 
ali the units. I do not know what is 
goin, to happen. The lame thin. il 
happenin, in Ben,al; in U.P. also. If 
they are unable to give wages to the 
workers it would create a law end 
order sit'uation. No use of speeches 
and sermons asking people to tighten 
their belts and threats of D.I.R. etc. 
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We have told this to the workers. If 
the position does not improve in a 
month they will go on strike and 
show the Government that they are 
united on this iss!!e. They have sold 
their utensils and they are starving. 
It is happening to the Textile WIlr-
kCI's of Kanpur. What positive steps 
have been taken to see thst the situa-
t!on improves immediately in these 
States wliere powe( supp:y is only 20 
per cent or 30 pel: cent? It is so in 
Haryana. U.P .. parts of Bihar. Tamil-
Nadu and Gujaral 

What has bappened to th~ national 
grid. Dr. Rao aBBured the House tbat 
it would come up. He has gone. I want 
a Aigh power commission headed by 
some eminent eXpeI'ts to go into thi~ 

matter and let Memb .. rs of Parliament 
be associated with it. The U.P. Chief 
Minister had been demanding two 
generators and they want import 
licence. They said: 1I\'e shall give from 
Bharat Electricals Hardwar. It never 
come. Our thennal power is working 50 
per cent. My friend Mr. K. C. Pant is 
an engineer; I am not; I understand 
that rain has something to do with 
hyde1 power, not with tbennal power 
or nuclear power. Let us not depend 
upon the mercy of God; let US not 
brins in God because he is not a 
member of this House. Let' us depend 
upon the efficiency or inefficiency of 
the Government. I hold this Govern-
ment solely responsible for creating 
this kind of a situation. It is they who 
are holding the country to ransom, 
not the workers. If things do not: im-
prove, they will go on an indefinite 
strike. They cannot get food; they 
cannot get clothes. I demand a hllh 
powered enquiry committee to go into 
the whole mat'ter and let responsibi-
lity be fixed on the persons concern-
ed 

SHRI K. C. PANT: Rainfall does 
affect power production. As a matter 
of 'fact we have seen that last yelU' 
because of shortage of rainfall in the 
catchment areas, in Rlhand and Shra-
vati. there has been shortfall in power 
production from hydro electric pro-
jects in theM two States. It certainly 

affected the overall power position In 
the two States. Usually that does not 
affect thermal plant_ but 111 the ca!le 
of Rih&Dd my frieDd knows that tbe 
taU race water ot Rihmd hydro elec-
tric project is WIIId tor cooling pur-
poses in Obra thermal project. To 
some extent tberefore, it also affects 
production in Obra. TORether, Obra 
and Riband constitute a very large 
segment Of power capacity in U.P. 
Tb_ are factors which are material 
and have to be taken into account. 

Then, Sir, so far as his sUlgestion 
that UP should be helped by neigh-
bouring States is concerned, I would 
like to assure him that the neighbour-
ing States have been very very helpful 
to U.I-'. 

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: Even dur-
ing election, it was 60 per cent. Now, 
it has been reduced to 20 per ('ent. 
Wby don't you have anotber election? 

SHRI K. C. PANT: There is a reaEon 
for that, whicb be will understllnd 
tully, it be thinks about it seriously. 
The assistance given by the neighbour-
ing States began some time in October 
last year and the relief varied from 
2 million KWH to 2.8 million KWH 
per day. This relief came from Badar-
pur, Punjab, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh 
Rajasthan and Bihar. All the neigh-
bouring States helped to tbe extent 
tbey could. ~ I must say, there WIIS a 
spirit of cooperation and understand-
ing between the States \\-hich blOUlht 
this about. But. later on, wintftr rains 
failed in various parts of Northern 
India, as my friend knows very well 
and wheat crop began to get affected. 
Irrigation was needed by all tbese 
States and many of tbem are mDjor 
wheat growing states In the country. 
Therefore, they beun to need more 
power for their tube-wells and more 
power wu diverted for their tube-
wells and they bad less to spare for 
U.P. In the Shakra Rystem, the 
amount of rainfall In the catchment 
areas so far has been less tban It was 
last year, and there again, Bhakra Is 
producinl now slightly less than It 
could have, had there been more rain-
fall. 'nlese are factors which are 
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these power plants would be hastened 
or the construcUon would be completed 
on time. As the States are con3truct-
in& the power plants, it is very diffi-
cult for rne to ,Ive a ca.rical aB8ur-
ance, but we are tryin, to set Ull a 
monitoriDII system in Delhi which will 
keep a cloIe watch on the pewer pro-
jects whick are under construction 
witb a view to he1pln, the States 
wherever bottlenecks arise. If they 
have any dltJlculUes in relard to 
scarce materials etc., we will try to 
help them out as much as we can. This 
is the only way we can help the States 
in this matter. 

Faridabad normally _ts 3 certain 
supply from certain DESU plants. But 
wbere there has been a surplus in 
t~ power units. that bas pne to 
Haryana. From Badarpur, somethiDII 
has lone to Haryana. NBD8Bl fertiliser 
plant has been lood enoullh to a,reB 
to reduce its Intake of power for surne 
time, 50 that Punjab and Haryana can 
get some extra power durinll this 
period for irrilaUon. Alain, there has 
been a spirit of cooperation here to 
help Punjab and Haryana. But there 
are limitations in the overall power 
supply whlcb cannot be ;tot over 
quickly. 

He said, there should be immediate 
improvement. I can't hold out any 
such promise. It is not posJible to 
set up a new power plant quickly. It 
takes Ume. But we are tryill.!! to ex-
pedite the completion of the projects 
which bave spi1Jed over from the fourtb 
plan, That is a feasible proposition 
and I have meatloned it in my main 
statement also. 

He referred to the two generators 
wbiC;h were soulht to be imported lIy 
U.P. but which Bharat HeaVY Electri-
cab said they would supply. It i. true. 
He will appreciate tbat if Bbarat Heavy 
Electricals Bay they can supplY, they 
should be liven this opportunity and 
We cannot allow imports if they as-
sure supply in time. That is a matter 
of ,eneral policy. 

Finally. he said that workers would 
be asked to 10 on strike. MY only ,'e-
quest to him is, it he thinks that power 
supply will increase by their gOiDll on 
strike, tbey are welcome to do so. 
Otherwise I do not see how the Bitua-
tion will be helped by the strike. 

SHftl S. M. BANERJEE: asked 
whetber he is prepared to appoint a 
committee of experts to investilate 
into the matter as to why the situa-
tion ·has come to this pass. Then, why 
sbould thousands of workers lOBe their 
wages because of the power cut? 

SHRI K. C. PANT: No commission 
is necessary to go into the causes. 
What is more necessary is 10 take 
steps to see that the projects which are 
under construction are expedited. 
Rather than to /1,0 into the causel, 
wbat caused the delay in the past, we 
are trYiDII to see tbe positive part of 
the prolramme to see that these PUr 
jects are accepted and are commis-
sioned Quickly. I think tbat is the 
need of the bour. I cannot deal with 
the labour Question. 

SHRI N. K. BANGHI (Jalore): The 
hon. Minister bas made a very wide 
statement on the power crisis faciDII 
the country, particularlY the Northern 
States. He bas also tried to answer 
Sbri Banerjee in a very 10Dlii state-
ment, liviDII the various reasons. One 
factor is very elear from the statemeat, 
namely, that the power crisis in tbis 
country i8 beadini toward. a lerious 
situation: In 1972-73 it was related to 
the rains. But last year, even thoulh 
we have bad very lDOd rains, even 
then the situation has not improved. 

What be bas mentioned in tbis state-
ment' Is that in the Fourth Plan, as 
Blainlt the desired capacity of 9.25 
million kw, we bad been able to lener-
ate only 4.26 million kw. There is a 
splll~ver. He said that while tbey 
will do their best he cannot lIive any 
luarantee. What is the Fifth Plan 
tar,et? We want 18.5 million kw. of 
electrical eDerIY to be created in this 
country In the Fiftb Plan. With the 
small increase in power supply wbea 
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the Fourth Plan schemes are com-
pleted, we will have hardly 50 per cent 
of the tarlet achieved. Are we to 
understand that we are loinl to be in 
the same serious situation year after 
year, and Whatever we discuss here 
is not loi~ to have any effect, as far 
as the industrial and asricultural 
development of the country is con 
cerned? 

The enerlY crisis has got a shadow 
on our economy as a death warrant. 
The industry has come to a Irinding 
halt not only in Farldabad in Haryana 
but in many other States. Today it is 
a bil crisis and in this crisis the most 
sUrprisinl part is one does not know 
what will be the position next hour. 
The Faridabad industrialists have 
been sayinl that they know and ap-
preciate that there is shortalCe of 
energy but the shocki~ part is that 
they do not know by what time they 
are goinl to let enerlY, between what 
time and whether it will be in the 
nilht or day, or whether they are loing 
to let it after an interval of five Dr 
six days. It is a very serious matter 
and somebody has to be held responsi-
ble for this peculiar situation in the 
area. We can understand shortages 
in the country. One may have to eat 
a uttle less or put UP with a llttJe 
ditftculty. That one can understand. 
But unless you Rive them enerlY, even 
as a ration if necessary, how can they 
work? This is one of the pitiable 
conditions that has been created in the 
country. 

It is quite clear that the prosramme 
of the Fifth Plan for the development 
of enel'lY targets would not be able 
to see the li8ht of the day. It is a 
ditftcult matter. We find that most of 
the thermal plants are not workiDi 
due to mortase of coal Whenever we 
discuss the coal situation, the rail-
ways Say they lIave suffiCient capacity 
to carry the coal but they do not ,et 
the coal. On the other hand, the steel 
& Mines Ministry Says that it hal 
sul'llcient coal but the railways are 
not able to carry the coal This has 
created a funny Bituation. 

Then, is It a fact that the Planning 
CommissIon had advised the Punjab 

Government not to put up a thermal 
plant at Kupar and not to 10 ahead 
with the third phase of the Bhatlnda 
plant because of the coal shortage? 
If such a luideline has been liven by 
the Planni~ Commission to the vari-
ous State Governments. not to 10 
ahead with their thermal plants which 
are beinlC commissioned. I do not know 
what the situation is loina to be. 
With a backlog of our energy crisis, 
if we do not gO ahead with whatever 
plants are comi~ up, the situation is 
going to be very very serious, and 
some Iilht should be thrown by the 
hon. Minister as to what is happening. 

Then, we are told that in U.P. there 
are as many as 50 lCeneratina sets lying 
idle out of which are five are thermal 
sets with a calJacitv of 15,000 !tw. 
which are to be installed. What has 
happened to their inatallation? When 
there is power shortalle, why could 
they not be installed. 

I am reminded of a newspaper re-
port in which the Chief Minister of 
uttar Pradesh is reported to have told 
the Industrialists that hilh-power con-
sumption industries are tree to move 
out of U.P. to other States. It is a 
very funny statement to be Riven by 
the Chief Minister. It shows frustra-
tion, It shows only defeatism that the 
Government are not thlnklni In terms 
of increased power leneration In the 
comine year and that they have practi-
cally made up their minds that they 
do not want any more Industries whlch 
are conlurnini more power. This III a 
matter which has to be looked Into 
because we have different statements 
from different places, livlnl the feel-
in, that the Government is not 1C011lR 
to think on rl,llht lines to arranae that 
we have sul'l\cient enerlY. 

Then I would like to draw attention 
to the atomic power plant ot Kota. 
What has happened to that? Though 
its first stap was scheduled to produce 
200 mw, presently It Is livlna hardly 
50 mw. It Is afllicted by recurrl~ 
breakdown in the machinery. We had 
invested our precious monev to build 
a mighty power project and yet In the 
first stale ot Its workiDJ( we are hardly 
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getting 25 per cent of the t'8ted capa· 
city. We do not ,know how much 
time it will take to complete the l'eCond 
stBle. I am sure if thi~ Dlant had 
been commissioned earlier, the power 
she:rtage, particularly in Har"anil, U.P. 
aDd Rajasthan, could have been well 
taken care of. 

There is a report that the water 
level in the Gobindsalar dam is fast 
depleting. This is the dam which 
supplies water to the Bhakra Dam. If 
the water in Gobindsalar is fast de-
pleting, what will be the sUPDLY posi-
tion in Bhakra? And Bhakra is the one 
project which is aivina reaular ~ .. pply 
to U.P. and Haryana and if tbere is 
any botUeneck in that supply, what is 
gOinl to happen to the power supP17 
to these States? Has anv assessment 
been made about the water level in 
the Gobindsalar, which is mentioned 
in the newspaper reDorls? 

Tben, I would like to know whether 
the Rajasthan Government have 
written to the Central Government 
regarding the setting up Of a thermal 
power plant in Kota in the Fifth Plan. 
Rajasthan is one of tbe very backward 
States and in the bacb:round of this 
eneriY crisis unless we 10 ahead with 
these projects I do not think we can 
go ahead witb speed in power genera-
tion. 

Finally, I would like to ask the 
Minister whether he will have a new 
outlook on the power sbortll$l4! all over 
the country and whether the whole 
matter will be re-examined. Are you 
thinking of setting UP a National 
Power CommisROD with an inteJrated 
outlook so . that it can consider what 
are the present dlftlculties that can bot 
solved by discussing these matter .. ? 

The hon. Minister said that recently 
he had a meeting with the Authori-
ties of the electricity boards of vario\ll 
States. What Is the result of the 
meeting? Is the Govemment 10101 to 
Increase power production in the vari-
ous States? What are the concbwons 
of that meetina? Has the Go"ernment 

though about better dls~rlbutlon bet-
ween tbe industrial belts and the IIJIri. 
eultural sector and if it will be strlcHy 
adhered til? I would like to have lome 
deftnlte Infol'mation from the hon 
Minister on the various pointcJ raJsed. 

SHR'I K. C. PANT: My hon., friend 
said that there were good rains in 
1973: This is lenerally true. There-
were good rains. Even in the ea.terfl 
region of UP the rains were ~enerally 
good. But it is a quirk of flOte that 
in the catchment area Of the Riband 
the rainfall w'as not 8ufflcient and. 
therefor, the range of water of Riband 
was low and that it iid ·lfI'ect the 
generation of power in Rih..1nd. Stmi-
larly, in Sheravati the level of tne 
water in the lake was low. These twe. 
factors are the specific ODed I have 
mentioned. while acknowleallina the 
fact that rainfall was generally better 
and, therefore, the power situation did 
improve after the critical period to 
which my hon. friend referred. 

So far as the Fifth Plan is concerned 
the target is 16.5 million and not 18.5 
million. 18.6 or 18.7 million is the 
present installed capacity, I agreed 
with him that this is a !,UIIC pro-
gramme. in relation to what we have 
been able to achieve by WRY or com-
missiOning of fresh generating plants, 
new plants, because it is Rlma-t 3*· 
times what haSl been achieved in the 
past: We &l'e tryi~ to hllve 'a) a 
good monitorinl system at the centre 
and close coordination with the Statel 
and (b) we are tryillJC to have a co-
ordinated. approach at theCea.tre so 
that the finance, sacarce· matBrinl8 etc. 
rould 10 to tbe project, wbich are 
under constructions. Tbeae are the-
practical ways In which we can helll 
the.e projects to come UP Q.liclcly. So, 
we have taken these mea~UI'C!I an:1 
we will continue to keep a clOle watch 
on the execution Of· the pro1ecls, With 
the cooperation of the St!lt% I no'DII 
ttwi will speed up tile pro1ects. 

On lI'aridabad, thOUlh I have all the 
details with me, I do not want to 1'0 
into the details. The unrestricted 
daily requirement Is about 1.4 mlilion 
kw hours, Of this 0.3 mJ1lion Is re-
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quired for agricultural purposes aDd 
0.1 million for domeAtic arid other 
loads. So, about 1 million kw hours 
are required for the industries. Out' 
of this 1 million kwh. 0.1 million is 
required for the tyre industry in 
which there is no couto In the remain-
ing industries there is a cut. Out of 1 
million kwh they would be J{ettlng 0.6 
million kw juEt now because of the cut. 
I have here the number of hours dnl"-
ing which pOwer supply W1S closed 
down in Faridabad. and I find that it 
is not entirely erratic a.; mv friend 
was pointing out, thoullh it is not as 
aSlured in terms of periods of the day 
as I would like to see. But this is 
conditioned bv various factors ovel" 
which even the liaryana Government 
does not have full control. I only 
hope that they inform the industry 
in time so that they can make arrange-
ments to do ".1mhout power SlUpply 
when the power supply IS to be closed 
down. For instance, I find that for 7 
to 15 hours the power supply was 
closed down on several days, bellln-
ning at 7 O'Clock. 

On the question of coal, I do not 
exactly know what he wanted to aSk 
me. He has said that there is some 
controversy between the Steel and 
Coal Ministries. There is no contro-
versy with the Power Ministry. We are 
a user Ministry and we want the Coal 
Ministry and the Railwa\' Ministry to 
cooperate with us as they are doing 
today, and with their cooperation we 
are keeping these plants lIoinll, some-
times even with one or two days' 
stock. The only tmDII that I have 
pointed out is that sometimes the 
quality is not Of the kind which iI 
required by the boiler end that dou 
affect the performance of the boUers. 
But we shall, perhaps. have to wait 
for some time because We can estab-
lish the linkage between the coal-
mines and the boilers and make it 
fool proof as we would like· it to be. 

He referred t() certain thermal plants 
and BIlked wb)- 18DCtl.on bal not b.-
given, why they are' being delayed. etc. 
Tbe main reuoo" that liDIIaaII'" 
soUlbt to be established between stra-
tegic coalmines and pOWer propects, 10 

that one knows the coal to be eQlCted 
and can deslp the boiler 8CCQ1'ciiqJ;J, 
and later OIl ODe can do tb8 bladIQI 
and so on and so forth, to get ove, 
some of the problems we h!lve en-
countered in the past. Until thlS link-
age is established, the sanction is be-
ing delayed. Otherwise, once the sanc-
tion goes, the power plants come up 
and later on we start looking around 
for coal. The creates difficulties. You 
cannot switch over from one coalm~ne 
to another at that stage. This is the 
main reason. 

The V.P. Government is looking in-
to the POSSibility of enerlising its 
diesel set though the total quantum ot 
power that would be available is not 
too mUCh; though it may be important 
for individUal CflIISumers, taking the 
totality of the shortalle in V.P. just 
now, it does not amount to too much. 

The Kota atomic power plant has 
had it's diffirulties. But it has already 
been producing at a certain level which 
is higher than 50 kw. which my friend 
mentioned. for periods of time. It has 
had its difficulties, and I do not want 
to go into the details at this stage. 

It is a fact that the water lowel in 
Bhakra is not what it had been in the 
year before last" and before there is 
rainfall in the catchment area ot 
Bhakra, we have to make sure that we 
do not take away so much water frl'm 
Bhakra that the irrigation for one or 
two seasons is affected. That has to 
be kept In mind, at aDy rate till the 
next rainfall, till the next mODloon. 
There may be some difficulty on that 
account. In fact. there will be some 
reduction in power productioD. But J 
am afraid there is no escape from 
that. 

He wanted a National Power Com-
mission to be set up. I do not want to 
go into the details just now. But we 
are considering reorganisation of the 
electric supply Industry and whether 
or not some kind of a Central orllani· 
sation is necessary In that context. J 
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would request him not to try to iet 
speie\.ftC· answers from me just nOW be-
cause I would like to discues I.his idea 
witb the States first. 

SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA (Jaillallar): 
'fne stat"ment made by the hon. Minis 
ter makes a dismal readlD&. Tht're is 
no hope for the immedlate {uture also 
because there also he is entirely de-
pendent on the weather, wbethec there 
will be rains or not. But in (espect of 
whatever slilht satisfactory results 
have been mentioned bere, 11 have 
certain misgivings and I have certain 
doubts also about tile fact. and tbt're-
lore I would request the bon. loIinister 
to be more objective and cbeck up the 
facts. Recently the Indaleo manaae· 
ment had informed the Minister of 
Steel and Mines to the effect that tbey 
have sbortaae of power and that is 
why they are ,oinI to cut down pro-
duction, reduce the shifts Or even re-
move some employees. He told his 
Joint Secretary to enquire and the 
Joint Secretary enquired trom the 
Electricity Board and now the position 
is that tbe Indalco manaaement had 
discbar,ed several employees aUd dis-
missed them. So many have been p-

rested. I want to know whether there 
had been any planned .abota~e ctc. to 
reduce production. He bas mentioned 
Bihar in the cateao~ of those States 
where there is no shortBie of power. 
I know that hundreds of tubell'ells are 
there which are lying idle for want of 
power. They could not be worked 
because of lack of power oonnection. 
The BEC has stopped grants and rural 
electrification is almost at a stop. 
Small-scale industries are to temail' 
idle because of this reason. So, I 
would like the hon. Minister to tell uS 
how be can say that there Is no short-
ale of power in Bihar. 

Sir, I am definitely puttina all these 
quesUons based on my own knowledae. 
I bave ,ot personal information about 
it. Hundreds of tube-wella are lyina 
Idle becaule of lack of power connec-
tion. 

The Mlnister hlmsalf says that t)ae 
DYC is in trouble. Tbe wbole 01 
South B1bar, Central Bihar etc. Is fed 
by the D.V.C. In such a situation, 
,.,Joen Dye cannot supply adequate 
Power bow can anybody say ijl,at Bihar 
will be in a saUsfal;tory pollUon. 
Sir, to me it ~pears this is a contra-
diction in the statement of the hon. 
Minilter ,iven to the House. 

I would like to know in tbia context 
whether it is also not a fact that the 
people are demandinl more and mora 
power, people have become power-
oriented, both in alrlculture and in 
industry. The present situaUon Is sucb 
tbat more and more demands, ::re there 
for power, in agriculture, in Industry 
and also in houle connections. 

In such a situation, I want to know 
whether it is a fact tbat tM Soviet 
offer of 500 MW of power plant has 
been rejected aDd that was rejected in 
the bope that we will be able to do It 
ourselves. Does it mean that we bave 
reached the .saturation point, that we 
don't require extra plants? I don't 
know why tbiI bas been rejected. No 
forei&n exchange Is required; that 
belonas to the rupee payment area. 

I would allo like to 3sk one tbinl. 
During the British days when I.ord 
Wavell was here, a survey was made 
with the help of UK, eXlJl!rts of U.K. 
U.S.A. etc. They went into this ques-
tion of having hydel project over the 
river Kosi and that one single project 
would have fed the whole of Bengal, 
Bihar. whole of U.P., besides Nepal, 
Sikkim, etc. 

The Government of India have left 
it over. When there is a shortfall in 
rains aDd when there is power suPply 
~vailable from the Himalayan nose, J 
w"Ould like to know whether the Gov-
ernment will consider or at least exa-
mla. such a proposal again, u-examin. 
It to elllUra that there II permanent 
supply of power SlId that there is np 
dearth of it at least in U.P.. Bihar 
Orilsa, Bel18al and other at"as. 
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The bon. Minister has liven us a.' 
surances that he is tryin, to enlurt' 
that power availabWty il 10iD8 to ~ 
maximised from the exiltin, power 
plants. I would iike to knOW' the 
break-up plantwise, to which exten' 
and durin, what period of time, is he 
,oing to increase the power availability 
from a particular plant? Also I want 
to know whether it is a fact that our 
thermal projects are using or have used 
the second-rate coal. Because of that, 
certain defects developed in theil" 
plants. I may give you the examplp 
of D. V.C. power project. That has re· 
jected the coal supplied by the N.C.D.C. 
as of inferior quality of coal. But, that 
L"Oal was later auctioned by thf! 
N.C.D.C., purchased by some privatI! 
contractor and the D.V.C. management 
accepted that coal from the contractor 
[f that is the situation, especially 
when the coal industry has been natio-
nalised and On behalf of the puhlir 

sectors wen the officers are lOanaging 
the thermal power projects will be 
probe into the affairs as to why is II 
that the NCDC accepted the coa} from 
the contractors or ex-colliel'y owners 
which was a second-rateceal and the 
lame was supplied to Barauni, D.V.C 
and other places for their power gene-
ratin, machines. Another Uun, that 
I would like to know is this. The 
minister has assured fue House that a 
new generating unit is lIoin, to be 
commissioned. I would like to know 
from the minister the exact break-up 
ligures for this unit. In such a situa-
tum, tbere IS a necessity of settin, up 
a commission to inquire into tlle whole 
atlairs-not only to go into tbe past 
history but also to inquire into such 
failures in future. When the ~econd 
rate .coal is beln, accepted by the 
N.C.D.C. and the same was being sup-
plied to other projects, their plants 
'ot damaled and, as a result. the pro-
duction of power also waR of affected. 
That Is why I Bay the whole affair is 
to be gone Into by a Commission as 
stated by my hon. Friend, Shrl Baner-
jee, so that in future, the avaDabllity 
of good quali~ of coal may be en-
sured to these power projects for 

generation of adequa'e power. What 
steps is tlle Minister ,oing to take in 
this re,ard? 4. 

SHRI K. C. PANT: I think the first 
question was with regard to the Hind-
alco Plant. As for as I have been able 
to see it, tlle power supply Hindalco 
plant has been stopped by tbe U.P. 
Government. That has been cut 011 
by them. This is one of the meaSUles 
taken. 

SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA: Whether 
this is the Information supplied by the 
ElectriCity Board or from the Hlndalco 
Plant authorities. 

SHRI K. C. PANT: We always ,et 
information from the State Govern-
ment and this applies to UP as well. 
The information we have with regard 
to Bihar is also obtained from thc 
Bihar 'Government as a result of our 
discusions we had wltll them hefore, 
In regard to the availability and re-
quirements of power. Acoord~n.ll to the 
ligures with me, they are no where 
near the kinds of probl~ms POsed by 
the hon. Member. 

If he has seen anytlling witll his own 
eyes, who am I to dispute It? The 
point fuat I am makin, is that 6.3 mil-
lion kwh is the requirement of )lOwer 
in Bihar per day, and the availability 
is 6.1 million kwh. per day. There-
fore, the availability Is hirly close to 
the reqUirement. Thele is a much 
more comfortable positiOn In most of 
the other States. 

He talklld of the DVC. I hl\ve al-
ready discussed that. 

He has also wanted to know the in-
crease in production plant-wise. With-
out goin, Into all the planh in thc 
country, I think the House hal' alreadY 
lot tired of the length Of this question. 
I would only like to point out that In 
the DVC where the production had 
tallen at one stage to almost some-
where around 350 MW, it ha~ come UP 
and as I had Indicated elsewhe~, It Is 
between 500 and 550MW. There has 
been a deftnlte Impr:lv~ment In the 
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eve generatio!l. That is one of thE' 
are&E which I can mention. 

I am not aware of any Soviet c,fIer 
of a 500 MW unit. I cannot, therefore, 
make any comment on this. "But we 
are thinking of doina ~hl! basic techno-
lOgical work on a 500 MW unit in the 
Sixth Plan. It cannoi come up now, 
as such a big unit will also r~quire 

preparation of transmi$l!iOn lint'S etc. 
for taking tho:! power fNll". that unit. 

He referred to some proiec't in the 
British days which Deemed to have 
caught his imagination. I am not very 
certain about that proje,~t. If he s'~nds 
the infonnat'ion to me. I shall certainly 
look into it, but I am not aware of it. 

On the supply of coal to thermal 
power proje~ts, I have rece.ived com-
plaints irorn some of the DVC units 
about the quality of coal supplied t'o 
them, U1d whenever I receive such 
complaints, I got in touch with the 
concerned Ministry and they do try 
to help. They have their own limita-
tions, and at' this moment when there 
are difficulties in the supply of coal 
to all consumers, I do not want to 
make an issue of the quality of elIal 
being supplied to power plants. 

8HRI BHOOENDBA JHA: It is 
bad quality. 

SHRI K. C. PANT: This is what I 
am talking about. 

About the new generating units, if 
he refers to the answer to starred 
question No. 536 answered today, he 
will get a complete list of the pro-
jects. . 

12.58 hn. 

PAPER LAW ON TH:t TABLE 

IMPOHT TRADE CONTROL POLICY 

MR. SPEAKER: Now, Papers to 
be Laid. Prof. Chattopadhyaya. 

SHm SEZHlYAN: May I make a 
8ubmisSiion? ..• " 

MR. SPEAKER; This js some other 
Uem. 

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE 
(PBOF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA): 
I beg to lay on the Table a copy of 
the Im,port Trade Control Policy for 
the year 1974-75-Vols. I • II. (Plac-
ed in LibraTt/. See No. LT-6511917"]. 

RE:PRESlDENT'S ORDER IN RE-
GARD TO AUTHORISATION OF EX-
PENDITURE OUT OF CONSOLIDA-

TED FUND OF PONDICHERRY 

SHRI SEZHIYAN (Kumbakonam): 
I have tabled an adjournment motion 
and that should have been taken up 
before any other business was taken 
up. 

MR. SPEAKER: Adjournment mo-
fion (In wbat? 

SHRI SEZHIYAN: On the un-
con&titutionality involved in passing 
t!1e Presidential order regarding with-
drawal from the Consolidated Fund 
of the Pondicherry Union Territory. 

MR. SPEAKER: If an objection is 
being raised on constitutional iaues, 
there is no necessity for an adjourn-
ment motion;! we can discuss it other-
wise also; of course, hon. Members 
can have an immediate discussion 
even on constitutional issues. An ad-
journment motion is necessary when 
something haa happened. and where 
the Speaker thinks that there is 
something on which a certain num-
ber of Members are required to rise 
and ask for a discussion. I do think 
that this could be discussed. If· you 
like an adjournment motion, I do not 
mind. Bllt I do l[Iot think " is nean-
sary. We can discuss it otherwise. 

13 IIIW. 
SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA 

(Bagnsarai): All right. 


