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t h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  s t a t e  i n  t h e  
m i n i s t r y  o f  e x t e r n a l  a f f a i r s
(SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH): (a)
Yes, Sir,

(b) and (c). Details are being ascertained 
and, together with the reasons for each 
category, will be laid on the Table of the 
House.

Lass incurred by Hindustan Steel Works 
Construction Ltd.

2401. SHRI A. K. M ISHAQUE: Will 
the Minister of STEEL AND MINES be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether Hindustan Steel Works Cons-
truction Limited, Calcutta incurred any 
fir uncial toss;

ib) if so, the amount thereof; and

(c) the reasons for incurring the loss ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES 
(SHRI SUBODH HANSDA); (a) This
( ompany has not incurred any financial 
loss upto date including the financial 
\ear 1972*73 for which audited profit and 
]gn<s statements arc available.

<h1 and (c). Do not arise.

Tea processing Factories in Tripura

2402 SHRI S N. SINGH DEO: Will 
the Ministei of LABOUR be pleased to
Mate ;

(u) the number of tea processing factories 
running in Tripura Stole at present;

(b) the minimum wages and dearness 
allowance paid to the employees working 
m these factories; and

(c) whether the Factories Act is not appli-
cable even to such factories as are ran by 
power and steam and labourers there are 
rot paid minimum wages?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF LABOUR (SHRI BAL- 
GOV1ND VERMA): (a) to (c). The requi-

site information is being collected and will 
be laid on the Table of the Sabha in due 
course.

Trouble at the time of commissioning of 
Steel Melting Shop at Bokaro

2403. SHRI SWARAN SINGH SOKHI: 
Will the Minister of STEEL AND MINES 
be pleased to state;

(a) the reasons for creation of some 
trouble at the time of Commissioning of 
the Steel Melting shop at Bokaro by the 
Planning Minister;

<bj whether this was entirely due to 
rivalry between the officials of the Plant 
ard not by the labour union; and

<c) if so, the action contemplated by 
C io\ ernment after enquiry ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES 
(SHRI SUBODH HANSDA): (a) to (c). 
The matter has been referred to indepen-
dent Government agencies for investigation. 
Their report is awaited.

12,1)0 hrs.

CAT I IN* i ATTFNTION TO MVTTFR 
Ob URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 
Acute shortage of yarn supply to weavers

SHRI NARSINGH NARA1N PANDEY 
(Ctorakhpui): Sir, 1 call the attention of 
the Minister of Commerce to the follow-
ing matter of urgent public importance and 
1 lequest that he may make a statement 
thereon:—

“A serious situation arising out of the 
acute shortage of cotton yarn 
and staple yarn supply to weavers 
in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pra-
desh, Punjab and other States.”

IHF MINISTER OF COMMERCE 
(PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA)• 
Mr. Speaker Sir, the Calling Attention 
Notice has made reference to cotton and 
staple yam.
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As regards cotton yam, the present posi-
tion is that there is no price or distribu-
tion control, on cotton yarn up to 80s 
counts. In respect of counts above 80s 
also, there is no price control; however 
distribution control over such yarn conti-
nues.

. With the removal of these controls, the 
normal trade channels have started func-
tioning. In view of the fact that in the 
recent months, the production of cotton 
has been satisfactoiy, the supply position 
is expected to be normal. There has been 
some set back on account of the strike in 
Bombay and Coimbatore mills in the 
the months of January and February but 
now that these nulls have resumed full 
working, the level of production is ex-
pected to be normal While lifting cont-
rols, it has been provided that the State 
Governments may sponsor Associations of 
Cooperative Societies of Band loom Wea-
vers for direct allotment of yarn from the 
Textile Mills and powers for making these 
allotments are vested m the Textile Com- 
missioner. The State Governments would 
have to satisfy themselves about the 
genuine need of the weavers and their 
financial capability to lift the allotted 
stocks. This provision is intended to pro-
mote the growth of a satisfactory distri-
bution infrastructure at the State level m  
that in due course of time, direct supply 
from mills may be made to the handloom 
weavers.

We have received no specific complaint 
of shortages of cotton yarn from any of 
the State Governments mentioned in the 
Notice in the recent past.

In so far as staple yarn (viscose staple 
fibre spun yarn) is concerned, there has 
been a decline in the production during
1973 due to prolonged strike and Jock out 
in the wood pulp plant of M/s. Gwalior 
Royons for 145 days. The requirements 
of this yarn for different States in Nor-
thern India Is met by the Members of the 
Man-made Fibre Spinners Association and 
for the South Indian States by the Sou-
thern India Millowners’ Association. The

distribution is governed by a voluntary 
agreement only in respect of northern India 
entered into between the Man Made Fibres 
Spinners Association and the Weavers* 
Associations. The distribution of yarn is 
canalised through the State directors of 
Industries. The shortfall in supplies of 
yarn was brought to the notice of the 
Government by various weavers’ Associa-
tions and the problems distribution of yarn 
have been looked into in a series of meet-
ings with the weavers and spinners' repre-
sentatives. The quantity of backlog has 
been woiked out by the Textile Commis-
sioner and steps are being taken to ensure 
that this backlog is made up as eaily as 
possible. An officer of the rank of Joint 
Textile Commissioner has been specially 
assigned to supervise production of yarn 
and its despatches not only against the 
existing allocations but idso against the 
backlogs The production of viscose 
staple fibre has been restmed to normal 
level irom 15th Junuaiy 1974 and it is 
expected that the yarn production wouid 
also be restored to its normal quantities. 
With the constant supervision of the Tex-
tile Commtssionei, the problems of distri-
bution of yarn would also be minimised.

It is expected that with improvement in 
availability, the supply of yarn to the 
weavers would also improve in the next 
few months.

mrm  m m  w
Wt *TKT *TtC*r4T fT iftR SflPTT ft 
% % ’rffa" TttpiT ’BTpl % 317* % IT3TV TT
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f  f t  wrtrw mk
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ft wft *rwriT fjpft n t rjfr f  i hpt fori* 
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w  f t  i t  i  wt I ,  «rcr
«ih <r* f*sj*r atort, f k m  w  fcr t  
wwrt; w  stfwwr t  iw r  wit vfasnvrt 
*pt * r^w  s t  tk t  i wrt *r *|pT
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% *rT*r% $ v  $ rr tw r  t #  *rw for 

<nfanc f**pr *fara wr* % «rw 
FFfr spcw farfa f t  ^  |  *rcn? 
<% sit# i %* arft % *rai% wrc % w  

anft vwm  «p%€t *rt t *mw 
vfeft % vr <rrcr * t *m  I  %  p w p  

I f * #  19f>j % WTO 3*WT ^ * t  i&*ft 
% 3WR Tjft ^fa» trsRTTfl OH T̂OJTST 
c i  v*z ftRtft «fl■ *rtr | p j i t  ^  ^  fiwert 
*ft *trr %*rt\ %fTf: tjiff "!fm” flTT %W 

*r mi  <m7^*r mk  fo*r mfgrwrt w
•J-# % ?nft V lft TT âfTpPTTT
w  i I * #  gw pr v n f t  r r  * r r  $ ? t snrrer
TST fMfT qf $ fo f*TT̂
T**& art % srrfa f t  ^ r  % j r t  #
vpft t  w fr f̂ rtr tr*r anrt *r*r?nT far fr 
»rt i w  w  s*w 3r snft £ amt <tt n
rSTR VW JTW «T<FCT $ «ftT %W
i r m  # w  * tr  qft ift w t  s t w f  ?r?nf 

*r ■TOr £ « * ft fw?r <rarrar * t f , wrtu 
*> t  *flr ^  stwf f r t f t t  i «jt3t 

fr f&jt *ra*fa*c % f w t  **? w  Jr 
T tf fWOTT «nft f t  I WTRT f t?
T*T SfFT % f%tt ir^9r w ife  TOT
^  f  ifte f t  i*r#, *wf% frtt^r ?r^4«efr 
^  %, % qv fT^ft *r
**wf«r %*tt ffr i w  firi^ g < vt w^fer 

«ft « fw  m  «#r »Vc
*n- «i|»  ^  «5rrfw fwNsr

> i t  c^nfsrir faf tn <  #  «ft«
w i t  % w  % »#WNr v t  qipirt m m  

^  t  t  ?% n: ^  t  fv «mr

|  ^  w r#  fofesEx % &rft mwfm g t
t  ^  * r  t  iff m  f t  |

«|V # ?*T ?Rf  ̂ TT f  % q* friTJt 
^  irrt 3fr% % gprrer m
H i  f  3 r̂ «i?r m  «rf %?rr w^arr f  i * r * m  
f¥$FFZT % 5ft mr* ^  f«prr t  ^  

^*rr ?r»rar |  f % fm t  f!tf fro  »rtf^ % 
^  zwm %rrc jprf^n' 
m t «rr ^  fwr i ?*t*r«Tq- f̂t wTPrf«rwt t  
w t  fiFf*r vx m  snrr̂ T fr<rr w h  ^  
a w n  lr mj »rnc ^t»rt t  i «rrar ^
r̂t csnf^r ftrfw r %, mfap %m ?r *m  

wmtft wk  |  tt%  ^  # ŝrt 
fwr *nrr t  wir t  %?rr ^ t t  j  i ^  

fwtt ’N t ?rf ftrsrr

* You may probably be aware that the 
AH India Congress Committee had also 
sometime back set up a Cotton Yam 
Committee with which I was* closely 
associated. Since then controls have 
been imposed on production, prices and 
distribution of cotton yarn of all counts, 
although the control on distribution of 
yam upto 40 counts has recently been 
lifted Since you are concerned with 
the problem of weavers, jou will be 
glad to know that my colleague, Shn 
B Sivaraman, Member, Planning Com* 
mission, has had discussions on certain 
important points* connected with the 
formulation of the development prog 
ramme for the handloom industry under 
the Fifth I*ive-Year Plan with the re-
presentatives of the concerned Ministries 
and some of the States Recently, the 
Minister for Commerce has also discuss-
ed some of these points ■with the re-
presentatives of all the States and the 
Union Territories as v»ell as those of the 
weavers. It is now proposed by the 
Minister of Commerce to appoint a 
high-level Study Team on the handloom 
industry to go into these matters fur-
ther”.

f  ifeft aft *raFTT ’’tt'ftrr |  f r  faffa 
*rf $ f¥  %?r *  ^  ^

tft TPUt fa
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KTTO t^RT % 3Tt ^  ®R:*r 9 afr 60
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^  f tv 7 jpn ’mrrt' % ^  ^  ^  wifar
^?it wHdt ' |  f*fk M t^r |  
% w  rvr*[#iT6f^$r vx  f^nrT^rw farcr % 

vt ^ w h i o t  qr *ft ftwrr
«^r ?

www • *tw ww v t i ^ i

•ft Vtfing ’T7TRRS ^ft : $ <B?*T VT T3£T 
g i <w srn? qw fti differ tir j*  
v* ^  «nm  *i^t ? «nrt qf « n w  

«rrcfr |  nt aft wr ^  |
^  P  f^WT f^IT  *#k «R%

«nrt «fh wnrf ?rt f̂ vt t m

f w  ft? sr  ̂«m r s t iw r  ffTfr^ i

PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA : 
My friend, Shri Paixdeyji has raised several 
points and some questions. We thought
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that when there is production shortage, 
there was a point in introducing cont-
rol and when the production has reached 
the normal level, I think* by con-
tinuing the control, we will not be helping 
the weavers. The plight of the weavers 
is very much in our mind and that has 
influenced our thinking.

As the hon. Member has himself men-
tioned, the Sivaraman Committee is the 
first of its kind. No committee with such 
wide terms of reference has ever gone into 
the problems of the weaving community 
in all their complexity and enormity. As 
you will appreciate, to take u correct and 
scientific decision for the handloom in-
dustry as a whole, the necessary thing 
« correct information. We do not have 
h loom census, and the first step has 
to be taken and it has been taken. Money 
has been allotted to see how many people 
are actually engaged so that information is 
being organized and we can have long-
term and correct decisions in the matter.

To meet the problem of the weavers 
more spinning mills should be set up and 
we have suggested to the State Govern-
ments to come up with proposals for addi-
tional number of spinning mills. We have 
stated very clearly that preference could 
be given to public sectors and failing that 
to the cooperative sectors. It is well known 
to State Governments that the Central 
Government’s policy is to encourage the 
setting up of more spinning units so that 
the large quantity of yarn is available to 
the decentralised sector. So the best 
answer to this problem cannot be provided 
only by the policy of the Central Govern-
ment; but it is to be adequately backed 
up by the State Governments as well. I 
can say that some State Governments have 
come up with proposals for additional 
spinning units and we are favourably con-
sidering those things. He referred to ex* 
cise duties. The Budget of this year shows 
that excise on powerloom is increased but 
cm the handloom it has not been increased* 
Because of the hardship referred to by him, 
it has not been increased.
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SHRI NARSINGH NARAIN PANDEY 
It should be abolished

PROF D P CHATTOPADHYAYA 
This is a suggestion for action and I will 
bear it in mind

« |  fawnf (a rm )  snarer 
* r #  ^  «nrrr % t o t  |  f*P
w r f t  * f t *  t fiw fr  *r s rw f f fsx
it  $?fr 0t | f  f t  %■ w r
^ t tv t  #  wtit wwt vtx. ^  r r  snrra
;3Wst $  *nrr i art *rsfr ^fr * t t  sRnft ft* 
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% ^ i t r  f i m r  m t  t ?ft 3TTT
M h n f W t  *  *  i m  r a f  *?r
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% flwm w®
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^  ? wuw #  M r  % m
^  f a  fwnef ^  ifr ^ r r  w fc  m  jtow 
fiwr?

®w f t  t  snrPT #  fwf?r % ?m t ir ^ t
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*ft f̂t 10̂ ?® rf.^ % f̂ 9TRT % 

r^ d , «rt w  ^nr fw r »rrBr % 3Tf%
2 4  t o  g"T »HTT m  IFF f e f t  5T1? ^

ft*rfr wr |  %f*r % ^ r  %
srarapr f  %• % w tm  *T5ft * r ^ w
®fnf i

?PP ?Mqr?T ®TT<T ^T 5TWT5T % T^f%  

v̂fT ifrspiT 7tRt WITT % fwt f t ’BOT WMT
k i <tt ™  wtk % m t  % wr 
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%^Ff wr %j#t flrwn: T&it 
% ^  ^  tit v a  *rf»r ^  |  f a
w t % w  arnsr arpwd >PT
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f  t <n»wy utoT %
y w  WWT ftnmw # 1 %

SPWT ^ W ^  f̂ W?IT
|  i qv vsr *refr *fr m
f% finjnc % n w c  *wwt % *n% f t  w $f
?W F̂t̂ T WT HF? I WT $t% \i. OTHR % *F$-
VCt %tt\ *|W % Wf f̂*F fo> $*T ?IX?
fafnc % %ft vt t wt  tfr farwfsrd

#  |  ^  fatfrgrfl qft »wt *r?t $?t

f  ? WT fW VT Wt WTST W ?
f  *rsfp?*r ?r $ t wrft wmt vr erssft- 

,KT®r WIig9T f[ I
PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA 

Limayeji has raised four or five points. I 
will briefly touch upon each.

When I referred to the strike, I did not 
cast any reflection, still less make any criti-
cism. I just mentioned it as a fact, no-
thing else.

SHRI MADHU ilMAYE: Implied re-
flection.

PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA: 
No implied reflection even. Labour has 
every right to go on strike. It is a lawful 
right. So I have nothing to say critically 
or implicity against i t  Let us be very 
clear about it. They have every right 
to strike.

About the price of yam I can give the 
information. But it is lengthy. I can 
pass the whole thing on to him because 
it will be lengthy.

•• wmwfr % fwt
<nraw i

PROP. D P. CHATTOPADHYAYA: I 
can tell you the price of cotton yam in 
hanks in the Coimbatore market. These 
arc the February 1974, prices:

4.45 kg Counts 10
20
40
60
80

minimum Rs. 39.00, 
62 00
84.00

116.00 
159.00

maximum Rs 47.00
66.00 
88,00

120.00
167.00

This is the detailed information. Shri dustne*., wc have no objection. But the
Limaye is an assiduous student of this question which will he of interest to the
subject. I will give him more literatuie. House is this.
It might be of use to him.

MR. SPEAKER: It mighl be tad on 1_ °ne °f **“  for <ho *»
the Table that there are many more unauthorised

looms demanding such scarce raw mate-
PROF, D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA : He rials. That is why I was referring to the

referred to the voluntary agreement. 1 fact, in the context of the handlooms, that
have said that that is in Northern India, a loom census is absolutely necessary for 
The agreement is between the Man-Made assessing the correct situation regarding the 
Fibres Spinners’ Association and the diffe- problem. So, there is a lot of unauthoris- 
rent associations of weavers. This quan- cd, unregistered looms demanding the ma- 
tity is canalised through the State Govern- terials which are not in adequate supply, 
meats' Industries Directorates. In the sou- That ii also adding to the problem, 
them region, the consumers take direct
delivery from the spinners. They have The other thing tie has raised is about

opted for it. We have not a very strong the Century Enka and Shree Synthetics. I
view about it. If they want it to be cana- have answered this question last time. That 
lised through the State Directorate of Inr i« yet to be done. I  said on the floor of
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the House that they would also be brought 
under this voluntary agreement require* 
meats. 1 have talked to them. I am look-
ing Into the arithmetics and economics of 
the production. That will be done; I laid 
it will be done, and I say it will be done. 
But the only thing is, since they have 
come into the production sphere rather 
late, their economics and arithmetics are 
of a peculiar nature. I say, and I repeat 
that an obligation will be put on them. 
There are no two opinions about i t

About the Bihar Government officials, 
I think with the change of Government 
there will be a bit more interest, and that 
they will respond to the calls I often send 
to them.

<»rr ^  ftro# : «TPT % JT«rf % WTt %
sranf wff

PKOF, D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA 
It was unfounded, Unwarranted, unjustified 
and incorrect.

MR. SPEAKER: When any gentleman 
outside the House is brought into the ptc 
ture, the Minister should be given advance 
noticc.

Now, Shri Ram Gopal Reddy—absent. 
Dr. Laxminarayan Pandey—absent. Then, 
Shri Shyam Sunder Mohapatra,

SHRl SHYAM SUNDER MOHAPAT-
RA (Balasore) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the 
learned Professor, Shri Chattopadhyaya, 
knows that the East India Co.’s first job in 
West Bengal and Orissa was out the fingers 
of the weavers. The present sad plight 
of the weavers in our country is tant-
amount to almost that, because they are 
under starving conditions.

Prof. Chattopadhyaya told this House 
on 28-2*1973 that the “Government was 
seriously considering a credit squeeze to 
stop hoarding and blackmarketing of 
yam” He also said that the allotment 
of yam to the authorised q»m yam wea-
vers wifi be difficult. Prof. Chattopa- 
<%aya said that the Government has no

information as to how many handlooms 
we have in our country, and how many 
weavers are there working. The figures 
show that there are 10 million, or one 
crore weavers in our country. It may be 
one-fiftieth or one-fiftyfifth of the total 
population of our country, and we cannot 
close our eyes and ears to their sad plight.

For the last three years in this House 
we have discussed this question and every 
time the Government has come forward 
with the plea that they are looking into 
the matter. We want to know from the 
learned Minister very specifically as to 
what the Government has done in this 
matter tangibly so that once and for ail 
we can solve this problem.

Is he considering the nationalisation of 
the spinning mills? Is he considering to 
have at least some control, socialisation, of 
all these sectors, so that the poor weavers 
will be given some benefits1

•V, fa*- as my own State of Orissa is 
concerned, it was famous not only here 
but also m the Buckingham Palace for 
producing beautiful cloth. But now thou-
sands of weavers are in a Mid plight, and 
what is. moie, though they have deposited 
money with the Director of Industries they 
have been asked to take back the money 
because the Government cannot give them 
yarn. This is the condition not only in 
Orissa or West Bengal or Maharashtra or 
Tamil Nadu This is the condition of wea-
vers ail over the country. Is the Gov-
ernment also seriously thinking as to how 
to check hoaidiag and blackmarketing and 
how to supenise the distribution system 
which has become corrupt beyond all 
measure'’

I want to know whether the industrial 
sector, the category sector, has adopted 
certain measures for voluntary discipline 
of yarn prices and if so, what are they? 
Since any measure taken in this regard is 
bound to be upset by a rise in cotton 
prices and 'since there has been a rise in 
cotton price in the last two months, what 
steps do the Government propose to take
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{Shri Shyam Sunder Mohapatra,} 
to stabilise cotton prices, and the price of 
clothes? Lastly, the Government should 
take a positive decision in this matter so 
that the weavers who comprise one of the 
important sectors of the minority commu-
nity and backward community in our 
country may have a place in our society 
and economy.

PROF. D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA : I 
have already said that for evolving a ia- 
tional policy we need more information 
and that the first step had been taken and 
money has been set apart for a very ex-
haustive loom ccnsus so that the magni-
tude of the problem is known, in the light 
of which you can take appropriate mea-
sures. My hon. friend wants to know 
the measures we have already taken. I 
have submitted that the Sivaraman Com-
mittee has been set up with wide terms of 
reference and it is going into all aspects 
of the handloom industry. I mentioned 
that the main problems here are ancillary 
to the shortage and therefore more spin-
ning mill?! should come into being. We ore 
encouraging and helping the State Govern-
ments to set up more and more spinning 
mills and as I have said priority considera-
tion is being given to the public sector 
undertakings failing which the co-operative 
sector, and it is for the State Government 
to take the initiative. We are here to 
help them.

Production situation has slightly improv-
ed and therefore the question of hard-
ship is not there. Between July and Nov-
ember 1972, yam production was 414.5 
million kg. and for the same period for 
this year, production went tip to 429.4 
million kg. There is substantial improve-
ment in the production situation and that 
has eased the burden of the weaver con-
siderably. Cotton price rise is engaging 
our attention. There are two type* of 
problems. If the growers get a fair price 
wie should not mind it but undue rise is 
to be checked and we are looking into the 
matter.
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PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE

P r o t o c o l ,  T ra d e  A  P a y m en ts  AGREE-
MENT AND EXCHANGE OP U tT IW  BET-

WEEN IN w a a n d  B u lg a r ia

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRl SURENDRA PA I. SINGH) : I 
beg to lay on the Table a copy each of 
the following documents signed on the 6th 
March, 1974

(1) Protocol on Economic, Technical 
and Scientific Cooperation signed 
by Shri C. Subramaniam, Minis-
ter of Industrial Development 
and Science and Technology and 
ling. Toncho Chakarov, Minister 
of Machinc Building and Metal-
lurgy of Bulgaria. {Placed in Li-
brary. See No. I.T-6342/74J

(2) Trade and Paym ents Agreement 
signed by Mtntstei of Commerce, 
Prof. D. P. Chattopadhyaya and 
Mr Ivan Nedev, Foreign Trade 
Minister of Bulgaria, fPlaced in 
Library. See No. I.T-6.343/74J

(3) Exchange of I ettcis for the mu-
tual abolition of nuts signed by 
Shri V. C. Trivcdi, Secretary.
Ministry of 1 xtemal Affair* and
Mr. Nenko Chendov. Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Bulgaria. [Placed in Library. See 
No, LT-6 344/74],

R e v i e w  & A n n u a l  R e p o r t  o p  H i n -
d u s t a n  Z i n c  L m ,  U d a i p u r  f o r  1972-73

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES 
(SHRI SUKHDEV PRASAD): I beg to 
lay on the Table a copy each of the 
following papers (Hindi and English ver-
sions) under sub-section (I) of section 
619A of the Companies Act, 1956:—

(1) Review by the Government on 
the working of the Hindustan 
Zinc Limited, Udaipur lor th* 
year 1972*73.


