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decision will not result in any delay
in the time schedule for the construc-
tion of the steel plant, 4

17.03 hrs.

DISCUSSION RE. REMUNERATIVE
PRICES FOR POTATOES TO GRO-

WERS. oo
MR. CHAIRMAN: 7Prof. Madhbu
Dandavate,
PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE:

(Rajapur) Sir, at the very outset I
must express our gratitude that when
both the sections of the House strongly
pleaded for discussion being admitted
cn the subject of remunerative prices
for agricultural produce, the Hon.
speaker promptly conceded the de-
mand and allowed discussion on the
subject under Rule 193.

During the discussion ¢n he sub-
ject, I am quite conscious of the fact
that I am raising the discussion on a
problem that is of great importance
to the peasintry who are engaged on
agriculiural production and particu-
jarly this year has been described as
the “Year of Productivity” and, as
if to anticipate the announcement of
this ‘Year of Froductivity', the agri-
culturists have tried their best fo
augment their production . It is ex-
pected that this year the production
of potatoes might be ten per cent
more compared to last year’'s produc-
tion That means, we can very well
estimate t{hat production of wpotatoes
may cross even the hundred lakh
tonnes. More than a hundred lakh
tonnes of potato will be produced
and 50 per cent of this production
will be from U.P, particularly. Farru-
khabad happens to be an important
centre ag far as oroduction of pota-
toes is concerned.

AN. MON. MEMBER:
Pradesh.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 1
have said ‘partjcularly’; I bhave said
that 50 per cent of the production
would come from UP. It is, therefore,
quite clear that the production of the
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other 50 per cent will be spread over
other areas. It is simple arithmatic.

As far as this burning problem of
assuring remunerative price-to the
agriculturists who produce potato
is concerned, I think, the very
concepl of remunerative prices has to
be properly reviewed. I do not think
that the concept of remunerative
prices can be linked up only to a par-
ticular quantum of price. If we just
consider that g particular gquanlum of
price is a remunerative price for
potato, when the situation changes in
terms of. inputs and in terms of other
circumstances, that very quantum of
remunerative price will have to be
changed. Therefore we cannot treat
the very concept of remunerative
price as an absolute concept, What is
more important and more significant
that g particular quantum of price
is that the remunerative prices of
potatoes should be linked up with
the cost of production involved, Un-
less you link up the remunerative
price with the cost of production it
may happen that one who produces
more might be punished for that
productivity. And I hope that this
will not happen in our country.

As far as potato production is
concerned, it is concentrated in cer-
tain areas, There isa certain degree of
local consumption and if you look
at the marketable surplus of pota-
to production, there being a gap
between local consumptton in the
areags in which potatoes are produced
and the marketable surplus, the pro-
blem of transport becomes extreme-
ly important, Unfortunately, at &
time when the production of potatoes
has gone up and this year as I said,
it is likely to go beyond even a
hundred lakh tonnes—at this very
time. we are facing the strike by the
motor-operators. That constraint is
there. Whatever was produced was
dumped for some time. (Interrup-
tions) I may tell my colleagues that
the strike by the operatorg has not
been ended every where: in some
localities it is still continuing There-
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fore, this constraint on transport of
potatoes from the areas where pota-
toes are produced to the areas
where they are consumeg continues
to be there,

Then there are certatn constraints
on the part of the Railways. As far
as Railways are concerned, they
have always been bearing a certain
social burden. Consciously the Rail-
ways are carrying certain  essential
commodities below the  operating
costs, Therefore, wherever there is
the questton of wagon movement for
essential commodities there are cer-
tain concessional rates and the move-
ment is done below the operating
costs. Every year when the Rail-
way, Minister presents his Budget to
the House either he mentiong cer-
tain additional commodities to which
the concessions will be applied or
he announces, as he did this time,
that certain concessions are with-
drawn. Ultimately, this point of
veiw has to be a pragmatic point
of view One must approach the
problem from practical . considera-
tions. If we find that production of
potato has gone up by ten per cent
over the last year and that there is
a glut of potatoeg and transport-
tation of potatoes to the consuming
areas js more important, then it is
very necessary that the Agriculture
Ministry should have a dialogue with
the Railway Ministry. I am happy tfo
find that some efforts have already
been made; I think, some concessions
have already been promised, Ihope a
proper arrangement will be made
regarding wagon movement. In this
connection, I would like to narrate
a very interesting experience, When
some of these commodities are mov-
ed from one place to another it is
the middleman and the trader who
come in the way of the consumers
and the producers, the agriculturist
' anq the consumer. Sometimes. the
commodit, is loaded in the wagons,
it reaches the destination and if the
prices go down the traders delibe-
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rately do not lift them and they
do not unload the wagons ewen at
the destination. and therebly  they
create apn artificial searcity and when
the prices go up, they try to un-
load the wagons. In the process pe-
rishable commaodities get complete-
ly spoilt. If this type of malpractices
ig to be avoided, I remember during
our tenure when we came across
certain malpractices like traders ma-
nipulating artificial scarcity by re-
fusing to unload the wagons at a
time  which is not appropriate for
them, in order to caliminate that
malpractice, we announceq that if
any trader tries to indulge in such
malpractices, in that case the free
time plus 7 days will be given and
after that if they do not unload the
wagons  the entire material in the
wagon will be auctioned and it will
be available to the consumers for
a very low price. When this was
repeated at 2 or 3 places this mal-
practice was ended. T hope and trust
thig experience in the past will be
borne in mind ang our Agriculture
Minister will have a dialogue with
the Railway Ministry and try to see
that this particular provision which
is permissible for the Railways will
be effectively implemented.

As I told you, as far as the remu-
nerative prices of potatoes and for
that matter, any agricultural commo-
dities are concerned the question of
inputs is extremely important. There-
fore 1 daresay that one  particular
price which is remunerative at one
point of time is not likely to be re-
munerative at another point of time.
Sometimes, a price which is less
than the price which was prescrib-
ed happens to be remunerative if
the inputs are cheaper. As far as
the potato growers are  concerned
only recently I had the opportunity
to visit some of the centres = where

potatoes are  grown. I discussed
some of the problems with them
and they said that the question of

inputs is extremely important. They
are required tp have the fertilisers.
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During the last package of eronomic
measures which the former Finance
Minister announced as ill-luck would
have it, after one full year the Prime
Minigter addressed a Press Confer-
ence and the same day the former
Finance Minjster, Shri Venkatara-
man also addressed a Presg Confer-
ence. The Prime Minister announ-
ced that stern steps will be taken to
bring down the prices and on the
iame day, the former, Fnance Minis-
ter. Shri Venkataraman announced
that the price of diesel will go up
by 15 paise per litre and the price of
petrol will go up by 55 paise per litre
and the price of kerosene will go up
hy 15 paise per litre and the price of
urea which is required by ithe agri-
culturist for fertilisers will go up
by Rs. 350 per tonne, So with the
price of diesel going up with the
price of urea going up by Rs. 350
per tonne and with the electricity
charges going up and very often
having power failure, with al! this
you will find that the inputs have
become extremely costly. Fertilisers
are costly. Pesticides are costly. The
diesel is costly. The electrici‘y rates
have gone up and when al] the input
rates go up. the cost of production of
potato alsop goes up. No doubt the
production has gone up but even
when the production has gone up,
that production has been  achieyed
by the agriculturist at a heavy cost
and if their cost of production has
. Bone up, then the remunerative price
must be commensurate with the cost
of production which hé faces a: a re-
sult of the increase in the prices of
inputs. This was one aspect and T
hope the Minister ‘of  Agriculture
will take note of.

There are certain constraints. The
first important constraint is the cold-
storage facilities, They are quite in-
adequate.  Cold storage facilities
are also guffering because of elec-
tricity failures. Whenever there is a
failure of power in any particular
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field it affects the other field as
well. Quite often the cold storage
facilitie; have become thoroughly in-
adequate, Power failure is one of the
constraints,

1 would, therefore, urge upon the
hon. Minister to see that the aug-
mentations of the colg storage faci-
lities for the potatoes are taken up
on a big scale. In production and
clearance, there has been a gap. If
there is a gap between the pioduc-
tion and the clearance ang its trans-
portation to the consuming areas and
if they have ng cold-storage facili-
ties for the perishable commodities
like potatoes—the potatoes are like-
ly to be destroyed. I would request
the Agriculture Minister to do this.
I also want to know from him that
concrete steps are being taken to
ensure that the cold-storage fa-
cilities are increased. I was going
through the old records and 1 found
I think it was somewhere in 1975 or
1976, T do not remember the exact
year—that the potato-cum-marketing
project was drawn up to raise subs-
tantially the cold-storage capacity in
the cooperative sector.

In that regard I found from
the o0ld record that the World
Bank had assured an assis-
tance of Rs, 37.6 croress I am
not sure whether it was in 1975 or
1976. But it was near about that
time. If the World Bank had already
assured at that time of the financial
assistance to the tune of Rs. 37.6

‘crores to have the project drawn up

for increasing the cold-storage faci-
lities T woulg like to know whether
the project was implemented and, if
so, how far it has been executed.
What has been the result and, has
that project been in operation? If it
is successful, in that case, it wil] go
a long way in improving the enld-
storage facilities for the agricul-
turists, Even the processing facili-
ties for the potat, growers are not
adequate. : '

Sir, unfortunately in our country
the agricultural industry is still out-
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moded. Certain modernisation has to
take place. We have to keep thal in
mind. Therefore, we must learn the
technique of processing the potatoes
and other things. They will not be
able to stand the climatic changes.
They cannot be preserved for a lon-
ger time. But, if the processing indus-
tries are there and, if the potatoes
are utilised in the processing indus-
tries, for instance if they are dehy-
drated in that case they can be pre-
served for a longer time, Even after
the local and indigenous needs of
consumption are already {ulfilled. if
they want to export the potatos, if
they are dehydrated for that pur-
pose, then it will be easier for the
country to export them. There-
fore, this processtng of potatoes—de-
hydration of potatoes—has to be
taken note of. I want to know from
the hon. Minister whether in  this
direction any progress has been
made already and whether there has
already been any such industry. T
want to know whether industries
have been engaged in seeing  that
such a dehydration take place. Has
the Government made up its mind
in this regard after of course fulfil-
ilng the indigenous needg of the local
population to permit export of this
commodity?

- PROF. N. G. RANGA (Guntur):
Cooperatives will have to be encour-
aged.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE:
Wherever potato or any other agricul-
tura] commodity is involwed, it is
better that you eliminate the middle-
men. The best way to elimnate the
middlemen is—I agree with what
Prof. Ranga saig just now—to have
an institutttnalised machinery as tt
will be the best substitute for the
middlemen. Therefore, if cooperative
marketing facilities are made aval-
able in that case, all the middlemen
in this trade can be completely eli-
minated. Crop jnsurance is a must
especially for the perishable commo-
dities like potatoes.
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Sir, in a country ltke ours, when
even the feet of a dancing artiste can
be insured the wife of a film star
be insured, why an agricultural pro-
duce cannot be adequately insured?
This is a great paradox, I hops and
trust that this particular scheme of
insurance of agricultural commodi-
ties. particularly those which are pe-
rishable, will be nesorteq to. That
will go a long way in protecting the
interests of the agriculturists. Sir,
after havitng said that cooperative
institutiong must come into the open
I must also warn at this stage that
even with the assistance of coopera-
tives, sometimes the problemg be-
come so stupendous that it will not
be possible for us to solve them and
assure remunerattve price to them,
unless, especially in times of glut,
organisations like the NAFED and
NCCF go in a big way for the bulk
purchase of commodities like pota-
toes. I do not know whether #hey
have been able to make bulk pur-
chse like this. Only then agricul-
turists can be assured of remunera-
tive price for their potatoes. I would
like to know to what extent these
two institutions, the NAFED and
NCCF have beep able to do thig sort
of bulk purchase of potatoes and
what has been the progress made so
far and what are the prospects in
the coming years ahead. I would like
to know about these aspects regard-
ing potatoes. T would like to say 2
word about the utilisation of pota-
toes. Very often even if we do not
think in terms of export and decide
that potatoes should be consumed
only locally and indigenously in ad-
dttion to the retail markets available
for potatoes there are certain ave-
nues which can be explored which
will go a long way in giving assist-
ance to the growers of potatoes. For
example, I said already that the pro-
cessing industry should be encour-
aged. Dehydration of potatoes can
take place. T find from an old record
sometimes back that Poland had made
an offer to us and they were  pre-
pared to start a plant for the manu-
facture of industrial alcohol; I don't
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know whether it was industrial alco-
hol or something else; but my re-
collection is this is in respect of in-
dustrial alcohol. If they had already
offered saying that they would like
to set up a plant in which potatoes
could be utilised as raw material for
manufacture of industrial alcohol I
don’t know whether indigenous tech-
nology is already  available and if
that is available to us even indigen-
ously then we can go ahead with
that technology and I think we can
utilise a substantial part of our pota-
toes which are not used by consu-
mers rather than allowing them to
rot and allow prices to go down. I
think they can pe utiliseq in the
manufacture of industnial alcohol.
That can be sent out abroad. Even
in our own couniry needs of indus-
trial alcohol are not being met ade-
quately. 1 would refer to West Ben-
gal for instance. West Bengal Gov-
ernment was not able to get adequate
quantities of industrial alcohol. The
Chief Minister of West Bengal had
complainej that some of the indus-
tries which require industrial alcohol
are ltkely to be closed down. When
that is the situation, if industrial al-
cohol ig very much in demand. then
1 think we can explore this partlicu-
lar avenue and I think we can have
industries through whitch we wil] be
able to convert potatoes intop indus-
irial alcohol. I have already  said,
if some quantities of potatoes are
still left after meeting internal con-
sumption we can go in for export
promotion and we can export surplus
outside.

There was a time when only or-
ganised labour was exerting pressure
on society, employers and Govern-
ment to get more benefits and change
in condttions of work, improvement
in wages etc. Organised labour has
been doing these for years. Now Sir, I
am very happy to find that the back-
ward peasantry has no more remain-
ed backward; the unorganised pea-
santry hag no more remained unor-
ganised; the kisang are already on
the march. Unfortunately the so-cal-
led pseudo-radicals try to drive a
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wedge between the kisans on the one
hand and the agricultural labourers
on the other.

17.25 hrs.
[Mr. DEPUTY-SPEAKER in the Chair]

Many of them realised that that was
a Jone slogan. I am not talking in terms.
of big lamdlords, I am talking in terms
of ordirary agriculturist. The interest of
the agriculturist and the intcrest of agri-
cultural  labourers are linked up with.
each other. The agricultural labour for
the first ttme have realised that the
agricultural labourer is to get the
minimum wage. If he is get a
fair wage, if his conditions of
work are to improve, it is nece-
ssary that the cqndition of the
peasants on whose land he works
will also to improve and therefore
the interests of the small peasants
and the medium peasants and
the interests of agricultural labour
are linked up. Therefore, yoy must
have noted that in the course of the
last two years our all the agitatjons
that were launcheq by the Xkisans,
the agricultural labour a5 well as the
peasants joined hands and for the
first time, the agricultural labour
has announced that our interests
are co-terminus with the interests
of the small and medium peasants.

We find that already  peasants
are on the march. During the
last Lok Sabha Session we had

in Maharashtra a big agitation of the
peasants and agricultural labour in which
4 lakhs of workers and 4 lakhs of ‘agri-
cultural labourers had participated.
The agitations cut across number of
agitations of the agriculturists. Sir, in
Delhi you see agitations going on for
small lands. There are Members of
the Opposition and the Members of
the ruling party and  both of
are involved in that common agitation.
That only indicates that certain problems
to cut across party lines. That is the rea-
son why there is growing participation in
the movement of the agriculturists, move-
ment for remunerative Pprices, movement
for the fair wages for agricultural Iabour-
ers. These problems are, already coming
up. Peasants are already on the march and
they are already working together.
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Sir, in this connection, I would like
to say a word about the Agriculture
Prices Commission. The question of fixing
up remunerative prices for potatoes is
also linked up with the approach of
the agricultural prices. Sir, unforunately,
for years together, we have seen the specta-
cle of one set of norms being utilised for
fixing up prices of industrial goods and
altogether  different norms being utilised
while fixing up the prices of agricultural
produce. While fixing up the prices of
industrial goods, the staté of the ma-
chinery, the human labour
involved, raw materials involved,
the inputs required by the machinery,
all of them are taken note of, All these
aspects are taken note of and on the basis
of that, the prices are fixed up. Not only
that. A number of things lLike the state
of. labour condition of labour etc. creep
into the structure of the prices. Unfortu-
nately, while fixing up the agricultural
commodity prices this aspect is forgotien
completely and in this dcbate I would
like to konw from the ‘hon. Minister of
Agriculture whether thev  woulg try to
advise the agriculture Prices Com-
mission to re-formulate the  norms
for fixing up the prices of agricul-
tural commodities including the
potatoes and whether thev would
try to link up the prices with the cost of
production  Not only the  cost of
production but T would go a step ahead
that as far as agriculturist is concerned,
like the industrial labour he has to pur-
chase certain essential commodties, he has

» a certain standard of living to be main
tained. When the cost of living index goes
up, actually he Is required to pay more

. for essential commodities that he con-
sumes, All these aspects are to be

+ taken note of and if we take, all these

aspects into account for fixing the pri-
ces of agricultural commodities  includ-
ing pototoes, only then justice will be
done to the agriculturists. In this
connection. I would like to point out

y the inadegquacy of the present Agri-

tutural Prices Commission. We have
always believeq that the entire struc-
ture of the Agricultural Prices Commi-

Ssion must be overhauled. It is not

heavily weighied in favour of the agri-
culturists today. At least, a better
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representation to the agriculturists
should be available in the reconstituted
Agricultural Prices Commission. Only
if that is done, justice will be done to
the agriculturists in the country. Cnly
the wearer knows where the shoe
pinches; only the agriculturist knows
what exactly his hardships and difficul-
ties are, Therefore, if the entire
Agricultural Prices Commission is re-
constituted, I am sure, they will be
able to get better justice.

SHR] M. RAM GOPAIL. REDDY:
Sir, he has sufficiently made his points,
he must leave something to as also.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: I
take nole of what he has stated. I
have almost exhausted all the pcints
about potato, but I will leave sugar
for htim.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Yes. you
are interested only in sugar industry.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: AS
I said in the beginning this year has
been declared as the year of producti-
vity. All those who give their sweat
and toil to see that the productivity
in this country is improved and this
year is really establisned as the year
of productivity should not be punished
for augmenling the productivity, but
they should be rewarded for increasing
the productivity. That exactly is the
reason why I demand that remunera-
tive prices should be given to the
agriculturists and oarticularly to the
potato growers through wvarious met-
hods that I have stated.

Y Few gww faard (o) :
weger  wgiw fawiAT & ow a6y
Stae wer fawr, @ ¥ geew H oy
TE OB F, I A Ay gu i
TF RN AT T IEA §

Waﬁﬁw&w&aﬁn‘row
TEEAX UF qUT AT G F
qAE | IR RY # AR O 3w
frarT mﬂm%ﬁnlsnﬁaﬁm
T 7 105@%#’?3{?1‘"@“
W IR W, 6T @T a9t | e
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50, 55 ®4 g |

st goor wwrw faard@ ¢ 50,
55 ®9¥ A&l £ 1 35 40 '
TARETE A FEIR A §

Ffy ol T TSH AT H OCF A
W gu Fa@ F Fewmma Awhe ®
agt F A, HE TE & 1 I=H
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Tz wed fFe &1 e 8T
F WA FT G E | ATAT e
fed  @=qe ¥ Sl A
frem ¥ 5 araE W sfeaT o
A sy ey faaroan, # sEE
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“Irregular supplies and poor busi-
ness management prevent India from
making a mark in the world potato
market.

This was disclosed to UNI by the
Central Potato Research Institute Di-
dector, Mr B. B. Nagaich, who recent-
ly visited some countries to explose
the possibility of export of Indian
potatoes.

The general complaints were India’s
eratic supply and failure to ensure a
minimum supply every year, he said
adding that this had forced many
countries to import potatoes from other
countries at a price four to five times
higher than that of the Indian produce..
The delivery schedule had also not
been adhered to in some cases in the
past.

Absence of organised agency for ex-
port of potato was also responsible

for India’'s poor pertormance in potato
exports, he said.

He regretted that potato, which
could prove to be a big foreign ex-
change earner was being ‘accorded C
priority in transportation debit to the
fact that India’s potato crop area had
increased three times and its produc-
tion seven times in the past three
decades.”

-

L

s T fa EdEe F -

T F1ag dum g fF faRei ®
fogam & o & st 7w g AR
Fgt &1 e fratag =7 & faRwi &
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TAT T 9T AT, AT qEdr g )
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Since 1961-62, its exports were confin-
ed to a few countries. The largest ex-
port in a single year was 52,000 tonnes

in 1975-76. It was only 6861 tonnes

in 1979-80. However, there was no ex=
port during 1978-77 owing to the barnM
imposed by the Janata Government.

safae gg w@a & A fawr av

d N9 wr o ¥ ag 7 E
frer @ W@ FT IATET 96 AT
HYo 7 HT AT 1982 F 105 @&
Hro =7 ITEA AN FHY FEATEAT §
R 3T F FA A IA@T FT 50
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q e & fr feEew, 1981 ¥
eEd, 1982 F &1 § HramaR foa
¥ a@ wrEd 9T 1197 & S
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aFaT 2, 97 5 ffreT =7 & §F 0
St F TR ATTRAT S, SM W@
= o gar wifgw 1 ¥ g S
fraot & Sea &, W1 A FAE
FT FQ@E, T MFHE &, I TRA
are da F At e & fag o
Aeow w7 ¥, AW AE F FoEw @

B AU U 2 I T O
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[= o gFm faas)

99 1980 ¥ Ifgw ey &1 F@ER
e @ 35 1@ T A dar gE |
FAG TR & TET A T F TS
TH FT AT 21 T fFaed g7 | 9
qrw EFT FT IARA 52 AT TT 9T
AR T9 9« 70 dAM@ T AT FT
JqeT 1 wr g | afg faaw w8y
gea 7o fRer @1 feew Samew
F I |

oy ®, § ag faasT @7 Fgar
gfF gaiw @ fFam agd aen-
WA AR qgd Fo FEgaTg | W
A F g A W g, «TR qW a -
TS &0 a1 @rar,  faadr gamr
SR &, WA FAT RET ZEX
qgF A g |

TRl WeR! & |Tw HIA[ ATT TATG
FW ZC d HAY  WEET &1 eAe &l
ATl F HIX ARG FIAT ATEAT § |
TF g3 f5 fifesa wafe § e
FRALAT AT FA FX O F
frate & F1 @997 T\ " 1 @R
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fog f7 dw ez &< difqa s1 A1
BT sqmifEl #t 7 & I 1 T
"qdr X, fec dfad X AR Pt
#1 fagw  fFar smq fF g oo o
gem g9t —adr  feafa d&T 7 @),
T WX HA!  WEIRH Fi £4TA 2T
TifgT |

SHRI SUDHIR GIRI (Contai): Sir,
my colleague Mr. Tiwari had empha-
sized the fact that potato should be
exported. His reference to export was
not an isolated statement. 1t is the
basic policy of the Government that
the people of this country should he
deprived of their dues, and at their
cost, exports should be made. That is
why he is emphasizing the fact of ex-
porting potato. '
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-ﬁhat is the real fact here? Are
potatoes grown in our country so ex-
cessively that our own people cannot
consume them? What is the Govern-
ment’s figure? The Government has
stated that this year due to bumper
crop of potatoes the country has pro-
duced about 105 to 106 lakh tonnes of
potatoes. Our country has about 69
crores of people. [f we divide these
potatoes among our pcople, then for
their consumption per head, it will
come only to 4 grams. Therefore, it is
clear to us that our own people have
no purchasing pewer to buy pctatoes
for their own consumption: and that
is why the potatoes growers are not
getting also the remunerative prices.
There is not only this factor, there are
several other factors aiso that the
potatoes growers are not gelting proper
prices.

It is found that in some places In
some States the potatocg are sold from
Rs. 30 to Rs. 50 per quintal; and the
Government have advised different co-
operatives to purchase potatoes at the
rate of Rs. 50 per quintzl. This amount
varies from place to place and from
State to State. Even in one State, the
price also varies; in saome place, they
are sold at Rs. 30 pe:r quintal while
in some other place, they are sold at
Rs. 45 per quintal. The price also
varies according to the quality of the
potatoes. Due to lack of transport
facilities, the potato price varies from
place to place and cven from State (o
State. While the potatoes growers are
selling them at less prices, the con-
sumers are purchasing them at higher
prices. Even now-a-duys they are be-
ing sold at Rs. 100 per guintal in some
places and in the next month, they
will be sold at Rs. 250 to Rs. 300 ver
quintal. The middle men are earning
huge profits, but the potatoes growers
are not getting remunerative prices and
the consumers are being cheated. The
middle men, the tradars are creating
an artificial scarcity at the cost of the
consumers.

There is a Press report that 2041
wagons were indented and were later
on cancelled. These wagons were in-
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dented only for the purpose of carry-
ing potatoes from one place to another.
In whose interest were these wagons
indented? In whose interest were these
indented wagons cancelled or with-
drawn? The Government must leok
into this aspect also. Therefore, there
ig a conspiracy between the middle-
men and the trader to create an arti-
ficia] scarcity in different areas.

Another factor is, that the (Govern-

ment could not supply the grower
better quality of seeds.
PROF. N. G. RANGA: They are

doing it now.

SHRI SUDHIR GIRI: They are not
giving. If they provide them better
seeds, the growers will be able Lo pro-
duce better quality of potatoes. They
have not been doing this. Also. tihe
research institutes should be encourag-
ed devise some bhetter seeds so that
farmers can produce better quality of
potatoes.

In this perspective, the problem of
giving proper prices to the producers
has to be viewed. The only solution to
this problem is State trading. Other-
wise, this problem cannot be solved.
And for this purpose ,a determined
political will is necessary. Day in and
day out the Government has been say-
ing that they are of the people, that
they are looking to the interests of the
people. We also say that we are look-
ing to the interests of the people. But
what is the difference?

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: They are,
because of the people ..f(Intrrup-
tions) '

SHRI SUDHIR GIRI: Where is the
difference? The difference is in the
attitude. When they say people, they
mean by ‘people’, those landlords,
traders, black-marketeers, industrialists
multi-nationals and such and such peo-
ple. When we say ‘people’ we mean
the people who are the workers, who
are the growers, who are the peasants,
even are the rich peasants, middle
peasants, small and marginal peasants
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and the wage earning labourers. That
is the difference.

So, 1 urge upon the Government,
that if they really want {o serve the
people properly, they should take over
the trade, the whole sale trade not
only in respect of potatoes, but also.
I would
once again urge upon the Government
that if they are sincere, and if they
want {o actually ook to the interests
of the people, :hey must provide
storage facilities, fthey musi make ar-
rangements for proper distribution of
potatoes grown in tne country, among
all the States. They must devote some
time and thought to this. They should
alsp give money to the research insti-
tutes, so that fhiey can invent some
new or better seeds. With these words,
I again urge upon th2 Government to
take over the®trade of potatoes.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Rain
Gopal Reddy.

SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY
(Nizamabad): Mr. Depuly-Speaker, the
speech. . .. (Interruptions).

AN HON. MEMBER: He_ will speak
on sugar, nof potatoes!

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The hon.
Members want to know what connec-
tion you have got wilh potatoes. He
is going to speak abuut sugar-coated
potatoes!

SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY: Mr.
Deputy-Speaker, the speech which
Prof. Madhu Dandavate made is devoid
of any political motives. It was a
thesis on potatoes and I was afraid
that he might not leave anything for
me to say. But somehow or other, I
have got a few npoints. After Rao
Birendra Singh assumed charge of
Agriculture, production of everything
is going up and ~ouching sky-high. Pro-
duction of sugar has risen from 38 to
70 lakh tonnes. Next year it will go
up to 80 lakKh tonnes. Production of
jaggery, foodgrgins and everything is
going up. But unfortunately, the
prices are going down and touching
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rock bottom. From 65 lakh tonnes,
why did sugar production come down
to 38 lakh tonnes? Only because proper
prices were not paid to the producers.
If this policy continues, I am afraid
the era of bumper crops wiil {urn into

an era of scarcity. Our people are .

capable of producing any amount of
foodgrains in two years. They can also
turn the situation into one of shortage
and famine. So, Government should
take proper steps to maintain a pro-
per price level. About storage facili-
ties and other things, Prof. Dandavate
has said. The prices must be main-
tained at a reasonable level. Otherwise,
the whole economy of this country will
be upset. Once upon a time the con-
tribution to GNP from agricultural
sector was 52 per cent. Now it has
come down to 45 cor 48«per cent. It is
not a good omen.Unless unlike coal
and oil which will te exhausted, agri-
cultural production can be had every
year. It will not be exhausted. Cur
people are not so »nronerly fed, com-
pared to the world coasumption of
cereals, our consumbtion is not even
three-fourths of the world consump-
tion. That is why people should get
abundant cereals. We have to maintain
our health and vitality. We should be
strong. The nation can be strong only
if the people are properly fed. That
is why it is the duty of the Agricul-
ture Minister to see that foodgrains
including potatoes must be available
at reasonable prices. Production of
potatoes has f{ouched 1 crore tonnes.
Next year he should not say it has
come down to 75 lakh tonnes. That
will be a tragedy. That is why Gov-
ernment must be carefu]l to see that
production once achieved does not go
down. But unfortunately whenever
the kisan produces more, he loses
more. That should not happen.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Ram
Vilas Paswan. The temp¢e of the dis-
cussion must oe maincainerd till the end.
1 request hon mempers to remair, in
the House when the Ministcr is reply-
ing. They shouald corine themselves
to the point and he briefl
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SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY: I
confined my self to the point.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: That is
good. But you do not know much
about it! (Interruptions).

SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY: My
contribution was good.

st faste owata (gisfigR) ¢

SUTEAE WReW, # Iusad qrgw &l
ggare a1 g fF o ww fawg 9
9 FO FL T FT W ATH AT
fFar 21 & g favg w faww
g qm &ifE H R O e @
g o f& @n gmE & gigewA
gaaiy H #r fowwa T80

18, 00 hrs.

T I R T wRE | F I
79 faa< § ggwa § f& giedwm |gan
FIE TS qd  AQGl @ ATHA FISFAA
FT 9gd W@AT G9 § q9 9T g |
Fifs o o wfgs aeer 2,
SgF wqara® a9 1978-79 ¥ 101
@ & dearc @1, dfea feam &
Sfaa gea a&\ faer g i Adisn 48
g1 7 Siede =T F 96 T HifgT
TAW | A A STFAE qAET
2 105 9@ Afew &= &7 AR T
JNTET & 1T, I9Y SqeT W g Ag
A Ag IO MEE TR 8 Afew
g @1 W A F7 g gEk A A
Fg dg U2 FL 80 AT@ Hifewk T
T3 T | ¢ wrEawEedar 39
T A g & T gedwe g1 9«
TeaT @ AR TEIGQ q9 q"H FT
AT HET § A I9 GG qTEW AR
STEA FT GEEE gl ST g | wd-
wd ¥ fag am g o § 0 SR
AT FASH U TWE | ¥
sewee & fagw feam & geamET 9%
U O L
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oA ETW TET § 50 w4 Nf
frres | 3@ ¥ ¥ aga wrewr AT
¥ e & femme & ag a9 50
9y wfs fFel daar g | ool Toa-
awT & 574 aaman a1 e giar e
fasrelY Tfe & F1d 98 Wr e, T
qarfad g9 I T@ AT G | Al
o g A g1 To W dio H
FT W 43 F 0 % Q9 A g
fa; =g aX ¥ &5 ATagIh A
27 fagg & S graew g w7
¥ wvr fram & e & fawres
FI TFA & !

S W STEE a% w § oAl
™ @A S Fi @A =R |

qr4 WS AN FA fREW |
JF 2 SEl AT F ARG 9T AW
T AT T W wfeed &0 Afad
¥ g7 FT 23X F TE FAR qd AT
gld 3™ F A 9 A e
# gmar & oar 20-22 w9y feen
fawar 21 fFam & we W Af
feell @OET HIX T9F  d« W
FT T AW TR L 12 A W&
#ifse wR wa Sfeafae F W
ST & ar 22 wr wfw
famar 21

Mg o9 % Uhdedax a€s
TR~ g€ IS A
frwfor 72T gFm a9 g% gEer g
EE AN E il

T AT e E‘f'g?rﬁ
famr T F dEw W, T Iw A
= TEd & g ¥ ff e
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g ¥ FuEr g AR SW w0
aﬁmmmmqa’rwqﬁaﬁ
T T WME o1 dwdl &
HTOFT fEUTede g, W W -
g §1 FET W% TiqEne af
T § AEY, g at daw o -
frfy & #T SaT &1 ST WA
& SF AOE gmEY W@d g | A
W Sy § oAk gw ani § s
Y & qar wAeERd g1 WY
=9 FEELT FT G & & (AT o, T
3faT | '

PROF. N. G. RANGA: The price of
credit is also going up.

st viafaste Qe AF g,
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gy ag & fr fa=ifaar qarer
grar g\ w@fae fafws w=at ®
g ¥ ST wh g dg 3% TP,
IR qg a9 wfafadl sasfad
g & Fr g feem o#omq
IfEFIW FTFAE TR T AT
dr IEHI AT WRY H W@ AF
AR Fq Flee @RT #1 Gfafadr
gW § IE A TRrR g deed
TEY AR IqF A A W wiq
F¥ al IGR THFARE FFAU WX
T 9FR faedferdt a@ #3 ar
fara &1 war =8 g afz o
SUY F AT IRA & a1 @A ¥
saTET S | ag g fF swer
W 9T ¥ g7 FX Afw | =@,
faorelt, Stoa =R @@ ¥ Fw
TR A A # AT F) oA
T FHIT F e § O AW
WEE  #T odiewm Fx dfww fa
Iz THAE wigg g | z9a
framT @1 g3fed fadem ok am
SART @AM | F oafy #r
HIRAR #T § A A few 2
foaar f3 & gaw v s ST
& TN IEE WSTT WA wrET 21
afeT & Fe g 5 fem @ @@
W AW dFEAT §) T A @
H RAT TG AW g wifw
WA FH & gy @@ @ Twm)
WY SR 9z @ @ 2

UV F W oa & IorET an
AT &, YA AT ¥ A F7 ) Afr
wWF FIvE W feEem ¥ fo g
AT FW AT W &7 99 aF 2T ¥
qT al {6 &7 a0 wrew g
feerft ag @F wW oA FeT
-qg I HT 1T N AT F Ay
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¥ w9 A o faw @ § qw &
VAT TG FX GHY & | 48 ar fwan
A AR § FT ogwa &1 &
I 9z ¥ @mr gem, 99 ¥ g4y
AR T a8 9 o @a2, sifaes
g3 I9 F T FY afaw feafy
&F grit | gfg g w3 qar @t feeer
Y AT AT | gEfaT T ¥ feee
F ISTRA IEHI IS W@ Aferg
s SuEr, S FRE @ Sieew
g AR of@) & ) g3t #1 6W
2 N g T awEadt ¥ wr a6
FAg A AT GE FQ@ O§ IAE
Aatfa®s Sadr qar fasr @R @t
T e g fF Sud g oft gz
1 FE FAT, @A FT AW I
TR 9% T g3 fow. % ferge
M & ATGE & T HIT wOX &1 2w
T A gTa W ST §HA | 4g
AT fFa # 91 4 Y ore
g AR & fau feam &1 mon
gafaeses W X @R,  fawr,
Y afs JT 92 @ #wwwr A =ifzw
TR JER TATRT FAT A0 qy

W WR FT

TH ekl & gg d HOAr and
JHTST FLAT § |

M wqvax fag  (fepwisr ) -
SUIEAE HgIed, W F FHET O
arEn g AR o fea gad gewe
T AT FAIATGEY & | AfwA e
AT FT AT @ & I AR F qwTT
I G g | ATH Fg gem fE
frexr av ot =@ feafa 4, grewx
7 0 4o, 9o, g wk fage ¥ |
g ¥ ot feafa agY g
T T g e FT T 97, I9
99 @ fFEET 81 39 $a faer
AT TR A Faw Faw e
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gE s Sefteeea e A g
¥ A amr o, SR W TR AR
IBET  TET | -

gy w& 37 arx ¥ 1o fafaq
¥\ ag frari Y gaeaml 1 Iy
§ W 3 SEww EAT AR §
Afeq cdar aar 2 fF afdfeafs 39

F AR T w5 & Ag I

fraao F arge g1 T § Ak g fae
w1 fawg g mar g fower T
UF AT F AR FEATEAC F W A
62 ¥z Frgfggldr A faa,
ot qrE, F faerer & 941 A1 8 |
w7 T 2 fr fase &1 F@w feafa
¢ el #ogw @a gEEHI
& ATHAT FAT T=AT @

Y orgE #1 AT g 50 ¥
fe & wma #1 1 "7 fo=7 =
ara 1 g 5 oure 50 wE fqEed
o< | 7@ faw owr & AW
yae # dor & fF A 9ud WA
oA §— Wi T war §, -
aifra 2T smar 2, ofsew  dEC
T g AT @e g W @ |
HW ST #X ;o dYe wix fag AT
wfent ¥ gy, feam gamd A9 W
ar #T 43 &, Afe #1 @l arn
H@;al mq\oﬂt‘ﬁﬁﬁ'&ﬁﬁ'
T4 25 T ¥ 35, 40 TIF & |
AT agr wiE fage A g 1 F HeT
wERE X WMg FAT =9ear § 6 ag
nfers F15 A F1E 0AT SqFEdT Y,
Sy fegmi #1 Ted fre g

qst s gan € fF wE AEEE A
AR H Fwr  faarcfane
goic 7z Wy & e ATee sk T
# uF aga a8 TATH 9 SR
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gy et ¥ FTH G o

g ¥ gEd A A o9
gaafeg faam @ 1 #&T wAgEw =
FRX A weama FAC fF Wi F qEEw
F oy g gafes frag. WA
faramy @1 agr AT Ed e @@ o
g 50 TA F §1E T NI FAC
X WX THEEIE I § SUTET Haa
qEd &, @ IUHT T G q@EEr
ar #15 WX FAAfed T FX FL |
ar & gEmar g AT ITHIC ERO |

o @ & a7 weT e §
ng 9T W T 9« fE gwa 9%
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faare frar ww fs &9 399 9% 9AM
9T W FT  NNEFAT I AT IEA!
#y  zeawe fFa s 1 Fg TG
Tat & omg gae frede f ara ar
@ &) Ifwd Jur fF amEw S A
FgT & T fae| g, R AT
a1 wTE & a9 frdg F F18 ¢ET @1
F AT TAA F gELG A FIGATT
ffqT ST | YNF 9F W fw
T ¥ AT T IH qEARA T AEHTT
Ay =ifgn & fbw 9FR & T
zax WA K qgar s g g 993
fr Iaar 3 aF w fFar s g%
g grasd ¥ 39 faeaq 0F gaeae
foFar AT =fRw )

T WA & gra H ;AT FIAT
i WY 7213 g7 THEGTAT FT FACGTT
w<F 2 F OFaral @7 qgEda 46 |

AU TRAMEACT wEAr  (TEAT)
gareqE Y, gatk aw ¥ faq ag
gt & arq g fs o e ot &1
fagarar & agt ©ad war g

PROF. N. G. RANGA: Mr. Danda-

vate has already told the House about
this point.

SHRI RAMAVATAR  SHASTRIL:
Then, should I not speak? If you ad-
vise me. ...

PROF. N. G. RANGA: That is your
point and we agree with you. There is
no difference of opinion.

SHRI RAMAVATAR SHASTRI:
Then, let us say something. Why are
you in hurry if not angry?

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: He wants
you to give new points which have
not been touched by Prof. Madhu
Dandavate.

Y TIRTAAR WEAT T FE L
ot f& o fFael #1 ged Tga @
g1 feam “Fe” @ guw €

MARCH 16, 1982

for Potatoes (Dir) 636

Faer W & foraTn &Y g, are e
TG AN AN gH A T
g 3 faafar ¥ qataw®E ) T®
Famar T § f6 freer g qw A
96 @@ = 47 AT 4T AT T AKX
SrE g fF 105 & 106 AT =T AT
FT  IAEA BN | FAH FIT IAL
e A 45 AT = w4 9T FN
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ghaamom, dstra, wew waW F4T AW
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watag & | a9 A o 70z Fr feafy
qq19E & AMPA TAL I3T FT AW
IEI FT qEA A F, TH AEAH
TH o F9] g @ 2 WX 39 939
Wrow=t gs g 1 A mrE R©
W FT LATT AT FAEH FATT BT
JTE AFE TAT

ST A g9 A F1 FEEA aF qrAT
¥ ok geaTET F3rF 97 A oY fagr s
@1 ¢ afFT awFTe 1 39 A1q Ay
ag W 3@aT Fifge a5 Sa@ET % qig
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F wgr fagre w7 uF Salgw IAT
qTgaT g Sifw gA A Tl @ a1 Jr
Fv& a7 fFaT g | agt 0% fagie odrw
UF TG § gl 9T AT FT qgq a7
dror fAerar g 1 agi 9T e W17 9%
A 43T AT T | WG A TTAT D
g qIF F A gAF § g A za
SATET A GETEETE |

gl 20 T3 FT CF AT T & 1 UF
FI5 THA F 419 7 FIF Ta7 37 &
ST OF 79 A B A7, F9 W AT
%, 20%0 FATE | Wi A farew ot
qAT FAT AT § AT AT UF FI3
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# Qi WA W AT A1 IFFT AW 100
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M UHTERT wiew o w fag
§ #g wig f® fFam & oo &
AWETQ T T F w9 qgd AR
qata 9E gu & o #1 gw  fAsren
ERT | WR A J 39T g A
faam a1 o FT IATEd AgwT, TEH
S #T IqTET @@, AfEd gar
TE g #w A fagt F W fa
ge 4T, & gl A g fF A
F @l IX G UEAT | Fg HEX
7 g, 3@ foq @R & @9a @A
AT ST &, AIHAT g1 AT @, HIE-
g @l ST g HIX AT aF &Te
frami #7 QX Weg FEAT g anE 97
gamfes Fwa o @

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1f every
one of the Hon. Members takes 4 to 5
minutes, then, the Minister can .reply.
I would ask the Hon. Minister to reply

at 7 O'Clock. Every Hon. Member may,

therefore, take 5 minutes each.

st fasfta Tag wfwr (amem ) ¢
qT Ineas Aged, & o qvgEd
F1gFarg 2T g, I fFAOACATCF
qgq  WEeAW  Awedl ¥EA & A
aw g

HAAE IITEAST AgRd §9 §EA
¥ gw axg FI A9 T Hravawdr #i
Tt 7 g AW F weeT 80 wiawd
aw feam €1 o fFam § wra
F1 AT dfear FAraT 5 5T qgT 36
FAT R F F9 o SR & fFma
I 1 fadmar a1 ok 79 99 70
FUAZ @11 a2l &, TF HY AT 7 {harT
97 Y faemar g, Ffes 9w W
¥ forg zaR T T A Ag g )
9 Gt ¥ YgAd FwT g, 9@ M
ofer  MedAd F@T g, S9 & a9
g A §,  qEw A F AR
FO F A o WS R a@ w7 Ay
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Ty @ oAw g aw
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fat syl F1 whasaw &7 9¢
avq &1 T & fog wowe wW
FL gHAT g A @I W OFH
g WY g f5 ag feal = g
7108 99 FT e g g
femr ¥ aga wiRamgE®  fa=r<
FE AT TEF T

JEr T G2 | T |
T, IqTEF UIET &, I FT GAET
grar =tfge IR fFw a@ & feamr
& W F awew 3 F fog @
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wRe A ft wata sgaedr gl
aifgr 1 fex #fw amx afafoar
g1 sAs1 3g Tifaca gEAT =TfRC
frama mq 4T A @dT &7
TRT HI TAe &ro dTo ThHo ST
geardl &1 2| 3@ g ot gH e
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TrEaml & 3fET Hew 9 @™
TEGU s F4 A Hew faer wwd!
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W & AT TATT AT qGE
T FAET ST oawar 1w
TEX WX OF<&E F1 ogEr &7
TRl IGET AT AT &@FHAT g |
Jg U9 Tl w O §FAr g
WK WY qifed AR gET S
qFAT g | TAFT AGT AT cAlC WA
AT 1 W L TH 9 AqT-
YT FL AT HE GH 9T AT
N IITGT 98 GFl 8 | 3@ d<E
%wmflmﬁaﬂ%fa&mﬁ
Y ofqg FX 8w F

_ g arr faomn ® fawre &7
F q@C F1 fFaEl &1 sfaa A
feamr & faw wag e =mflRw

Wi PO TW Gearaqdr (forwen):
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3 & W TUIEA FIA a1 AR
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qEEQOT AT AGE AT F
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oW wq F S oA faw @
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* fraral @ FR@m 0F S g
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FEEIC ¥ sty ¥ 1977-78 H
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FCA AT T g G qFAT g1 AW
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i Few 79 "o 43

21 3t 93 W da F ATl AN
fra @ &1 v gia fem wfafem
gud it o1 W g zafe gw
oq  wraq #3490 6 G ¥ AR
framdl &1 oW ggEm F HIe
F MU qIF ag WM AW Tg &F |

qzx fawmaw 2w A AW AT
gt @1 mw aEAd & e
51 FT 3@ «AfAC | IT TR TRH
C#Y g9 geer qerE g @Y, 8
Frer dg1 AMaT I, AfHT HA dG
gT & A A § 1wy mye H 4T
2 i g a1 A FTH W 9%
g om g

zafaq 4 faggs &ar  =wEan
g f& feami @1 Sfaa gen feem
F fau #Freg @i RT FT SART A
AT GfadT I9ded FOIA AT ST
#fesr ¢ saa fau afsst &foa
sAF WA (GG 9T A @mgd, FAa0
gwg & wq7 fram # Fo A&l
faear |

W A |t A qEh qavog
Y A SEIg g AR AE W 3
f& oAt ax feaa gfas gaw
AL WTTAT |

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: There
are twg or three more Members who
want to speak, They will have two
to three minutes, This time we are
following a new procedure. The
Minister neeq not reply to the points
made by those Members who have
spoken and gone away. He must
reply to those who remain present
here,

ot wmare oy wwww (wiEe)
WA SUTerE WEW, @t # gl
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T @d gaT Bl g S 9
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FEY  wagw  guEST A I
Hifqe | fRw § o ga A A
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w1 fgle @ # @@ @ TS
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o FX ¥k fFam &1 1 AR
da A fear @ @ &1 FF FAA
woaT @ 3§ # wrdr aer faawd
auit 1 frags, @l S AT FAA
off axarz g§ g1 Agd ¥ Hal H
¥ 1 wEq a1 Ag wa & fa
.g”r%trra-{ﬁmara'{ma’rv%
‘#) wler @gd g & A T4
JET QI a@ g AT Al THE
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g W ¥ g mAdE g
Y ¥ W yEw @ § 9@ ¥ fag
& gAF AR ¥} E | IwW
qTHFT FT qAT 2W T AW T A
fear #T 0F aga aer F19 fFar g1

SHRI NITYANANDA MISRA
(Boiangir): Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,
this is really a very interesting subject.
Unfortunately in this  country, the
potato growers do not get remunera-
tive price for the potato that they
produce. 1 feel that il is a crop of the
future. That is because, it is the orly
crop which can meet the food require-
ments of a country whose population
is very high. Our density of ‘popula-
tion is very high. In the European
countries they do not depend upon
rice or wheal to maet their require-.
ments. They depend upon potatoes.
It will be of absorbing interest for the
hon. Minister of Agriculture to know
that while we get 7 quintals of rice
from one acre of land, we get nearly
60 quintals potatoes from the same one
acre. With the latest improved agri-
cultural methods and practices and
high-yielding varieties we can get even
150 to 200 quintals per acre. So, it 18
a crop of the future. But unfortun-
ately quite often the price that they
get do not meet the cost of produc~
tion. This is the position. Potato is
a perishable commaodity; it has not got
what is cailed ‘keeping quality’. Un-
fortunately our scieatisis have not s0
far been able to levelop that bhreed -
or variety of potato which can be kept
for a long time, which will not perish
quickly. Since it ‘s 2 perishable com-
modity its price is very low.

So far as construction of cold stor-
age is concerned, it wenefits only big
farmers who can afford to keep their
potatoes; it does not benefit the small

" farmers: they do not have the retain-

ing capacity; they getl loans from co-
operative societies, hanks, etc. to invest
in potato production. What happens is,
immediately after harvest, they sell the
produce to pay off the loan. It is €x~
eremely difficult for them to keep their
potatoes in cold storage. Also they have
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to incur the rent for the cold storage.
Therefore I say that it is only the big
farmers who benefit from the coid
storage and it does not benefit the poor
farmers. But therc is a great scope
for export of potatoes to other coun-
tries as the international price is very
very high—five or six times more than
it is prevalent in our countiry. But
the growers of potato are compelled to
sell their products at Rs. 50 per quin-
tal or sometimes less than that, just
after harvest. If the procurement of
potato and exporting is done by a
corporation which can be organised by
the Central Government, the farmers
will get fhe benefit. If it is done hy
the traders, the benefit will not go to
the poor farmer, because the traders
will always have a tlendency to pro-
cure potato after nne or two months
of the harvest. But the farmers can-
not wait for one or two months. They
necessarily have to scll them quickly
because of the peculiar condition and
perishable nature of the commeodity.
The traders take advantage of pur-
chasing potatoes at a very low price.

Sir, for everything that is produced,
there is a support price. There is a
support price for paddy, there is a
support price . for sugarcane. But
there is no support price for potato.
This is the only crop which supple-
ments the other foodsrain, production
of the counfry. If the price suppo:t
is guaranteed for this commodity, it
will never be liked by the traders,
because they will 2lways {ry to put
the farmers into difficulty. Moreover,
the growers will be compelied to sell
botatoes because of the peculiar nature
of the crop. That is the reason why,
I would request the Agricuiture Minis-
ter to make sufficient provision for es-
tablishing facilities for cold storage
throughout the country. That will go a
long way for the development of potato
cultivation. At the same time there
should alse be a co-operation which
will procure this particular commodity
at a fixed price and cxport it so that
the Government would alsp earn
some foreign exchange. I very much
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appreciate the idea of starting a proce-
ssing unit for potato and that proce-
ssing unit should preserve potatoes so
that they can be consumed at a later
date, The prices of other food pro-
ducts are very high. 'The cost of
potato would also be high if it is also
processed. So, some sort of incentive
should be given for starting processing
units far potato. This would ensure
remunerative price to this commodity.

The proposal for extracting alcohol
from potato is also a very good
suggestion. This is already being done
in some foreign countries. We can
also start doing this in our country
and it will be a source of foreign ex-
change also. I would suggest that the
Agriculture Minister may request the
Agricultural scientists who are engag-
ed in research, to cvolve a breed which
wil] have preserving qualily so that
the highly perishab:e character of the
potato can be removed and the far-
mers, will not have the acute nece-
ssity of selling their product imme-
diately after the harvest. If it can be
preserved for a longer period, it can
fetch more price for them.

SHRI CHITTA BASU (Buarasat): Sir,
I shall not take much time of the
House and many of the points which I
wanted to discuss have already beéen
covered by the hon. Members. But,
Sir. I am tempted to make an observa-
tion regarding certain basic issues
raised by the hon. Minister himself.
While he was replying to a Calling
Afttention Motion in the other House,
he made a statement—and it is a very
good statemenf, I would say, at the
very outset. In the statement, he ex-
plained the Government of India's
oolicy about the remunerative prices.
I quote:

“1t is one of the primary objectives
of the agricultural prices policy....

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: You can-
not quote from the proceedings of the
other House.

SHR] CHITTA BASU: This is the
statement which he made regarding
this very subject. ®
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: You can
give a gist of that, but cannot quote
the proceedings.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: Lf you
talk of the proceedings of the other

e

SHRI CHITTA BASU: Anyway, he
made g policy statement in the other
House. It is a policy statement whether
he makes it in thig House, the other
House or any other place. T would not
quote from that, but he said that the
agricuitural prices policy of the Gov-
ernment is to  secure remuneralive
prices for the Agriculturists. Tnen, he
went on lo say that that was the basic
. policy, and agriculture was the mother
industry of our country, and uniess we
followed that policy, there could not
be the overall development of our
country. That is the sum and suh-
stance of that statement.

So far as this policy stutement 1s
concerned, I am in complete agree-
ment with him, but the whole diffi-
culty is that it is not being imple-
mented, and the policy pursued by the
Government in the matter of fixing the
remunerative prices for agricultural
produce does not reflect that.

~ Now, coming specifically to the ques-

tion of potato, failure of the Goverrn-
ment in this respect once again is re-
flected. If the Government is really
sincere in implementing the agricul-
tural prices policy that the hon. Minis-
ter was pleased to announce, certain
basic thinking is necessary, certain
revision of their thinking is necesSary.

I would like to draw the attention of
the hoi. Minister to one point speci-
fically, Have You ever analysed the
trend of price increased of the agri-
cultural inputs and the agricultural
outputs?. If you have analysed it, you
will agree with me that there has been
a great disparity belween the prices of
agricultural inputs and agricultural
outputs. I have analysed it myself and
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I wouid like to quote from my own
analysis:

“After analysing the price trends of
the agricultural inputs- and outputs,
during the period 1970-71 to 1976-77,
it is evident that while the increase
in the prices of the agricultural in-
puts (fertilisers, power, seed etc.). has
ranged between 53 and 133 per cent,
and may safely be presumed 10
average at 75—80 per -cent, the in-
crease in the agricultural output has
ranged between 27 to 1U0 per cent
and may safely be presumed to
average at 35 to <0 per ~ent.”

Thus, there is a zap. Unless there is
some kind of parity between the agri-
cultural in puts and outputs, the policy
that he had announced is not going to
be implemented and cannot be imple-
mented,

I would now like to make my second
noint and I hope, ne will agree with
me: even if he does not agree, 1 am
sure, the House will agree with me.
This is with regard to the term of
trade between agriculture and industry.
As a matter of fact, the term of trade
between agriculture and industry has
always been unfavourable for agricul-
ture, as I explained earlier. According
to Government statistics, the index
agricultural procuces
which is sold by peasants is 204, while
the index figure of industrial products
which the peasants buy was 294 in
July, 1980. This is in relation to the
figure available in July 1980. There-
fore, there is a disparty. This dis-
parity hag to be removed. And if you
cannot remove this disparity cent-per-
cent, at least this gap has to be mini-
mised: Therefore, if you really mean
to implement what you have enunciat-
ed, these two basic economic factors
are to be taken note of. My charge
against the Governmeat is that these
two basic economic factors are not
being taken into consideration.

19.00 hrs.

My suggestion to the Government
is that there should be a remunerative
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price for all agricultural commodilies.
And In The matter of calculating and
fixing up the remunerative price there
should be a compeent authority and
not the APC, which is anti-peasants.
This is the mild remark I can make
about it. Therefore, I say there should
be another price stabilisation machi-
nery as was suggested by the Ashoka
Mehta Inquiry Committee Report ihat
there should be a Price stabilization
organisafion wMich will take into con-
sideration the price of the inpats of
the agricultural produces and price of
the agricultural sutput also keeping
in view the cost of living index. So,
there should be a general price stzbili-
zation policy which will take into ac-
count the price rise in all respects.
And on the basis of that the Price
stabilisation organisai.on—if you like
to set up such an organisation—should
make an endeavour to fix up the statu-
tory minimum price of the agricultural
output.

And in the matter of fixing that
minimum statutory price of the agri-
cultural eutput, the following clements
are to be taken into account viz. the
cost of producion, transportalion cost,
reasonable profit—I do not say a big
profit margin, but reasonable profit—
and lastly, the risk element. If you
take these four elements intgo consi-
deration and then fix up a slatutory
minimum price of the. agricultural
output and at the same limec create
certain government agencies or co-
operative agencies lo purchase those
agricultural outputs at the fixed
price then and only then, the policy
which you have enunciated can be
given an effect to.

Therefore, while taking advantage
of this discussion, I want that the Go-
vernment should give a thought to
this idea. And .if the Government is
really interested to protect the in-
lerests ok the agriculturists, they have
got on alternative but to have a policy
on these lines.
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PROF N. G. RANGA: This is what
has been propagated by me for the
last 35 years and nothing has been
done till now.

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND
CIVIL SUPPLIES (RAQO BIRENDRA
SINGH): Sir, I am thankful to Prof.
Dandavate for raising a discussion on
the problems that potalo growers are
facing, particularly in U.P, Hon. Mem-
bers from both sides have shown very
deep inlerest in measures which they
have suggested, should be taken by
ithe Government {o protect {he inte-
resls of the farmers,

Potato is one of our most important
agricultural crops. But unfortunately
this is one of the vegetable crops,
which has a longer shelf life than
many olher vegetables and fruits.

We have always been conscious that
production levels achieved should not
only be stabilized, but we should al-
ways aim at increased production, in
all agricultural products.

As hon. Members know, there has
been a major break-through in the
matter of potato cultivation and pro-
duction. Very good variety of seeds
has been developed by our inter-
nationally-famed agricultural scientists
in our Potato Research Institute; and
it is only on account of this research
and development of good varieties of
potatoes that the yield per acre has
gone up in the couniry. The total
production hag jumped up to 4 to 5
times in the case of potatoes within
the last 10 or 15 years. And it is
on account of the policies that Govern-
men has been pursuing, viz. io
try ang give remunerative prices to
farmers for all their produce, that the
area under potato cultivation has been
increased.

 During that last years also, there
has been a substantial increase. In
1975-76 we had .22 lakh hectares
under potato cyltivation, The produc-
tion was 73 lakh tonnes; but in the
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‘year 1080-81, there was an increase of
more than one lakh hectares under
potato. The cultivation of potalo was
in 7.32 lakh heclares; and the produc-
tion )a(ent up to 95.93 lakh tonnes or
roughly 96 lakh tonnes. This year, we
hope to achieve the biggest ever pro-
‘duction in potato. We hope to get
about 105 to 106 lakh lonnes.

There has been some problem in
U.P. on account of glut in the markel.
There are other areas; there are many
other Stales which produce, viz. West
Bengal, Assam, Haryana, Punjab
Himachal Pradesh and Madhya Pra-
desh. Karnataka also produces some
quantity.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Tamil
Nady also.
RAQ BIRENDRA SINGH: [Every

State produces il. This is such a popu-
lar' and delicious vegelable; and  all
climates are suilable to potato, some
time or the other during the year.

There is no dispute in principle,
about adopling the measures which
hon. Members have suggested. We
agree that there is need to increase
nroduction of this crop. It should not
be allowed to go down. We also know
that the best incentive for increased
production is remunerative price. Go-
vernment has been following his po-
licy. We know that without this, far-
mers canont be expected to sustain
{his level of production. They wmust
have profits in cultivation; otherwise,
why should they continue in this most
tedious. profession?. And at the same
time. I agree that this is probably a
profession which has the least margin
of profit, compared to the industry
that the farmer puts in.

We also agree that there are certain
areas which néed to be particularly
looked into, if potatoes growers have
to be saved from losses which hey
might incur if prices do not pick up-
1t is true that U.P. produces about 50
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per cent of the total production of
potatoes in the country; and
even in  that State. Farrukh-
abad 1is a district which pro-
duces between 20 and 25 per cent of
the total production in UJP. There-
fore, Farrukhabad has been one  of
the problem areas at the time of har-
vesting of potaloes. But we have
paid attention to all the difficulties. 1
have been personally holding discus-
sions with the Chief Minister. My
officers have been holding “discussions
with the State Officials of U.P. The
Agriculture Minister of U.P. has also
been taking keen interest in this. Day
before yesterday 1 had a talk with the
Chief Minister while he was  here.
The Chief Minister of U.P. personally
supervising  these operations; he is
taking very keen interest and is confi-
dent that he will be able to deal with
this problem. 1 am happy to  say
{hat he realises that primarily it is
the responsibilily of he State Gov-
ernment to lopk after the interest of
the farmers and see that wherever the
Cenlre can provide assistance, they
approach the Centre in time. U.P.
has been very vigilant in this
matter..

Las{ year also, we had experienced
fairly the same problem, but without
much intervention in the market,
withoul declaring any minimum sup-
port price, only commercial purchases
in some of the markets by some of
the Government agencies helped the
prices to stabilise. We paid special
attention to movement  of wagons;
and it was only because of the coop-
eration of the  Railways last year
that there was no glut in the market.

It is necessary that from the pro-
ducing areas the crop reaches  the
deficit areas, because Yyou find
that the difference in prices

is so much that if only potato-
es go out to distant places where there
is very little production. the prices
will rise. Most of the polato from
U.P. is now golng towards north-eas-
tern region, to Assam and Bengal,
but there are other areas in the coun-
try, down south towards Bombay and
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other places where potato consumi-
tion is such that they can afford to
gei a large quantity of potatces from
U.P. It is only with the purpcse of
speeding up the movement {rom the
market that we again approached the
Roilways. I am happy lo say that
there is no complaint even teday in
the House; none of the hon. Members
ccmplsined that there was some diffi-
culty in getting railway wagons
There is a rake movement. Ars
many wagons as the traders or others
require and indent the Railways are
prepared to give.
gauge railway station a

number of wagons are moving,

large

Prof. Madhu Dandavate mentioned
about concessional rates. Concess-
ional freight is also availahle for pol-
atces along with certain other things,
but it is for the time bheing up to, I
think, the end of March. Wa are
requesting the Railway Ministry 1o
see if they can extend this period till
sii”h time as there is some difficullv
about the movement of potatoes, be-
cause polatoes digging “as teen  de-
Imyel lhis time on account of weu-
ther; and may be now thit the wea-
ther is clearing up there wil] he more
of potatoes coming into the market.

I am very happy to say that Far-
rukhabad does not have much prob-
lem any longer. This was one of
the largest producing areas. In Far-
rukhabad the prices now range bet-
ween Rs. 52 and Rs. 56 for good
quality potatoes, and I think this is
a fair price for the farmers, though
for the Desi variety, the prices are
lower.  But naturally, the prices for
the inferior varieties cannot be ex-
pected to be at the same level as for
good varieties like Chandramukhj or
the Military Special, and other highly
developed varieties., There are cer-
taln districts which some hon, Mem-
hers mentioned, Budaun, Meerut and
Bareilly, to which we are now trying
to pay more attention. We had ear-
lier arringeq that the Pradeshik Co-
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operalive Federation would make
purchases in the markets for the
NAFED and NCCF. The Chairman
Mr. Tapeshwar Singh is sitting here.
Some purchases were made. But 1
must admit that we were not satisfied
with the quantities purchased both by
NAFED and by PCF on behalf of
NAFED and also for NCCF, Now, we
have discussed the matter with these
agencies, NAFED and NCCF and
they have now provided funds ta
the Pradeshik Co-operative Federation
for entering the market on behalf of
NAFED and NCCF. They would be
purchasing potatoes. PCF woulg pur-
chase 150 tonnes daily for NAFED and
100 tonnes daily for NCCF and they
will themselves be purchasing 100 ton-
nes of potatoes every day till such
time as it is needed. We hope that
with this intervention there will bhe
no slump in prices in the markel.

Railway wagons, as I have already
said, are available. If hon. Mem-
bers are interested in figures, I. can
give. In Ultar Pradesh alone on
broad gauge line, from December to
February and then up to 14th March
2,827 wagons were loaded. There is
an outstanding demand for only 413
wagons. We are looking after that.
In Farrukhabad alone up to 14th
of March as many as 2,217 wagons
were provided. This was for broad
gauge.

On metre gauge 2,365 wagons were
loaded only in Farrukhabad district
alone. There is some outstanding de-
mand for the metre gauge, but there
are difficulties in movement by metre

gauge. particularly  because the
transportation has to be to,
distant areas in the North-Eastern
region. Similarly, in other parts of

the country, in Punjab and Haryana,
the Rallways have been providing
wagons according © to the demand.
There was a complaint that wagons
were surrendered and honh. Members
have expréssed some suspicion that,
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may be, it was because the traders
wanted to push down the prices and
they were intentionally and deliber-
ately trying to surrender wagons and
are not moving enough potatoes from
the markets. I do not think that
there is much room for such doubt,
because the traders always make pur-
chases. That is admitted, but in
spite of that, it is only through the
season that they get Railway wagons
freely and at concessional rates. There-
fore they would only be interested in
purchasing and moving out as much
as they can. May be they make
registration for wagons in more than
one place, not knowing at which sta-
tion they would get the wagons, Once
they get wagons from one particular
stations for loading, they surrender
their demand for other places. That
" might have been the reason for the
surrender, but this has created no
problems.

Hon. members mentioned about
long-term measures, particularly ex-
port arrangement. That is a wvery
sood and sound suggestion, but there
are difficulties. In fact, we have
not been able to  find much export
market for potatoes in the past. Last
year exports were very small. The
year before that we could export
only 46 tonnes. This is being
explored. I have personally re-
. quested my colleague, the Com-
merce Minister, that he should
ask his department to explore the
possibilities and to find markets. As
I understand the international prices
of potatoes as at present are very low.
It is only 80 US dollars per Metric
tonne f.0.b. Considering the rate
which, we want to give to the farmer,
there is bound to be a very loss to
our agencies. There is no outside

market for potatoes at this stage. As .

I said. the international price is $ 80
a metric tonne. It will be f.0.b. Rs.
79 Re. 73 or.Rs. 74 per quintal, T did
not exactly calculate. But purchas-
ing at the rate of Rs. 50, 55 or 60
and transporting it to the port and
putting it on the ship, it is not eco-
nomical. It is not feasible.
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Then comes the question of pro-
cessing. I agree we should be able
to process it, if we want to utilise
this very large quantity of potatocs
for consumption within the country or
export. I have already mentioned
the difficulties about export. If the
prices of potatoes are so low in  the
international market, naturally even
if it is processed, it would not havea
ready markey outside. In our own
country, also, there are certain limita-
tions because potato is omne vegetable
which is available fresh in the coun-
try throughout the year fresh. Peo-
ple naturally prefer fresh vegetables.
Our climatic conditions are such that
there are several crops of potatoes in
the same area in the same field. In
different areas in the country, there
are different timings.for the erop, with
the result that potatoes are available
quite fresh all the year round. It has
got a good shelf life also. Its keep-
ing quality is better than other vege-
tables. In cold storage, it can  be
preserved for six months easily  and
supplied to the market as fresh vege-
table. We are still thinking about
it and research is going on  Prof.
Dandavate and some others mention-
od about manufacture of alcohol. I
understand there was a proposal for
selting up a Vodka plant in U.P, three
or four years ago in 1976 or 1977:

y be during the Janata regime. On
clocer study it was not found feasi-
bhle and the proposal was given up.
Again there was a very large .plant
set up in Ghaziabad...

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE:
I think it was in 1976. When Shri
Morarji Desai became Prime Minister
it was withdrawn.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: May be
that you are partly responsible for
it. 'The dehydration plant at Gazia-
bad also has not worked. It has been
closed down perhaps, it-was not found
an economical proposition. These
are the limitations. But then we areé
encouraging farmers to process their
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own potatoes. We are encouraging
the use of solar energy, solar driers
which can be cheaper. They do not
require power. Farmers are being

taught the use of them. Our research

institutes are trying to manufacture
smaller models for farmers end lar-
ger models also. That is receiving
our attenlion, .

Then remains the big question of
storage. This has been mentioned
by all the speakers. Cold storage is
most essential if we have to look af-
ter our potato production. I am hap-
py to say that we are not so badly
off. Already we have more than 38
lakh tonnes of capacity in the coun-
try. In U.P. itself within the last
one year, it has been increased by
two lakh tonnes.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE:
Potato should be kept in cold storage.
not the remunerative prices.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: Rem-
unerative prices. are a must. I
entirely agree with you.

SHRI CHITTA BASU: But you will
not implement it.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: It is verY
difficult to convince you.

In U.P. alone the capacity of cold
storage is 17 lakh tonnes now. 1t
has gone up from 15 lakh tonnes to 17
lakh tonnes.

About  the World Bank project

through NCDC which was mentioned
by Prof. Dandavate, that is also be-

ing implemented. Out of that, about

66 cold stores are under construction.
Six have been completed recently in
U.P. And 127 farmers’ cooperative
cold stores are to be set up by the
year 1983-84 and {hey will be in the
~ States of U.P, West Bengal, Madhya

Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab and Bihar.
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RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: I quite
agree with you. This was mentioned
by Prof. Dandavate also. This isa
very serious problem. Sometimes, the
farmers are put to great loss. I am
not very sure whether there is any
compulsion on the part of the cold
storage owners to insure the polatoes
which are kept there. Whether they
are in a posilion to pay the farmers
through insurance if there is deterior-
ation of their stock, I am looking into
that question. We are tring {o persu~
ade the States and their Electricity
Boards to see that{ the power supply
{o cold stores is maintained vegular-
ly. May be that there are deficienci=
es on the part of the State Electricity
Boards in some places. One way
out would be to see that all cold slor-
es are required o gel insurance SO
that they can  compensale the
farmers.

There was an altack on APC by the
hon. Members but the APC fortuna-
tely is not in the picture for the pur-
poses of fixing the price of potaines
because we ourselves have not yet
been able to decide as to what t{o do
with fresh fruits & vegetables. The
production is very large in the coun-
iry and. we are unable lo Drocess
even one per cent of the total produc-
tion of fruits and vegetables in  our
country. The vegetable production
alone would be about 300 lakh lonnes
in India, but whatever we can kecp
as buffer stock we purchase and the
APC is generally required to give its
recommendations for foodgrains and
certain other crops, but for fruits and
vegetables we are thinking of some
other measures. Hon. Members would
perhaps know that under the Prime
Minister’s direction a Group was set
up under Dr. Swaminathan last year
and they sumbitted their Report. The
Government is still considering the
Report. we want lo see whether a
national level corporation could be
get up or some Federations in  the
States could be set up or a coopera-
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tive organisation could be used for
marketing of fresh vegetables and
fruits so that the farmers get their
due and the middlemen are not al-
lowed to exploit the market condi-
fions. fi

PROF. N. G. RANGA: There is
the question of time factor, we will
have to come to decisions quickly.

- RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: As soun
as we find that something is feasible,
certainly a decision will be taken
without loss of time.

Sir, the A.P.C.asIsaid is oniy an
advisory body and it is only when we
ask the APC to recommend prices for
something, they will make the re-
commendations and the Government
is not bound by the recommendations
of the A.P.C. and we always take
into consideration the views of the
State Governments and also those of
the hon. Members of Parliament and
other experts before taking a deci-
sion on anything which the APC has
recommended.

PROF. N. G. RANGA: There is need

for representation of agricultural
labour.
PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE:

Why should potato be kept out ot
the purview of the AP.C.?

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: Because
once we decide to guarantee purchase

of potatoes at a minimum support
~ price, we are bound to buy all the
surplus potatoes, whatever is mar-
keted, like the foodgrains and I would
not know what to do with all 1he
potatoes if all of that has to be pur-
chased. That is one of the
tions as regards fruits and vegetables,
but we are encouraging setting up of
processing plants in respect of fruils
and vegetables and we shall freely is-
sue licences to anybody who wants
to come up for processing of fruits
and vegetables in this country. That
ig all I can promise. X
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Sir, export of potatoes is on Open
General Licence. We welcome any
exporters who can arrange to export
potatoes and other fruits and vegeta-
ples to other places in the world if
they can find the market, but as 1 said
the Government is already conscious
of the need and we are trying to see
where we can create a market not
only for potatoes, but also for other
fruits and vegetables which this coun-
try produces in large quantities and
which it has the capacity to produce
several times more. - There are Sug-
gestions from hon. Members ahout
export subsiddies and other things
and fixation of charges for cold storage
so that farmers are not exploited.
1 have taken pot of all these points.
We  are constantly exercising our
minds as to how we could provide
further protection to farmers.

In regard to disparity in input and
output, reference has been made by

' my friend Shri Chitta Basu. 1t is for

the first time that the Government as
soon as it took over in 1980 declared
its policy which was a very major
change in policy and terms of trade
will be taken into account while fix-
ing prices for agricultural produce.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE:
You were the input and we were the
output. -
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RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: I d¢ not
claim that we have been able to bring
out complele parity. Some disparities
exist.

SHRI CHITTA BASU: Disparities
have increased.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE:
We have been trying to reclify from
year to year. We have tg see how
we can Teduce the prices of certain
inputs. We are also conscious of the
fact that the prices of fertilisers had
to be put up. Al these things are
under Government's consideration,

Himachal Pradesh has special dit-
ficulties about transport, In fact all
the hilly areas have...

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: He
railway line first.

wants

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: (Certain
areas have special difficulties and they
have double difficulties. When they
get something for consumption, the
transport costs are high even for salt
and foodgrains, They have to pay
much higher price for what they con-
sume. When they produce something,
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probably it does not find the way out
because of transport cost. Qur hilly
areas are receiving special attention.

There are special programmes for
the hilly areas development which
Government has adopted and these
areas are being opened up steadily.

Shri Maitra is not here. He said
there was no henefit from the Centre
of Polato Research Institute. I am
surprised to hear this. This is one of
the institutions which has gained
world renown. Disease free seeds have
been produced They have also shown
that this potato seed-disease resistant
seed-can even be produced in the
plains. This has rendered very valu-
able service 1o the country and to the
farmers of the country. T want to Te-
move thie impression which some hon.
Members seem to have.

I have dealt with all the points,
19.38 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till
Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday,
March 17 1982/Phalguna 26, 1903
(Saka).



