423 Matters under

[Shri Eduardo Faleiro]

redress their very just and genuine
grievances. On the 16th, a big clash
had already taken place. A proces-
sion of traditional fishermen was dis-
turbed and about 50 persons were
seriously injured. The news has ap-
peared in all national dailies. 1t has
been appearing in all the newspapers
for the last three days and yet no
steps are being taken. An assurance
was given to me and to this House
during the last sessian that steps will
be taken and that a commtitee would
be appointed.

The only demand of the people of
that territoryv—at least 10 per cent of
the people of the wumnion territory
constitute the fishermen community—
is that, at least now before the situa-
tions turns worse and reaches the
point of no-return, the Central
Government must intervene in that
Territory and must take immediate
steps. I have been noting with great
regret that the Union Territories are
being neglected. That may be be-
cause their representatives here,
neither in terms of number nor in
terms of power are able to pressurize
and put their points forcefully. That
may be the reason. The Union Ter-
ritories must be taken more seriously.
This matter specifically has to be
taken more seriously. I would re-
quest the Government, 1 would re-
quest through you, sir, the Minister
of Home Affairs and the Minister of
Agricuiture. to look into this matter
immediately and take immediate and
forthright' steps to redress the ge-
nuine and just grievances of this poor
and backward community of
traditional fishermen.
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(iv) SHORT SUPPLY OF SALT IN BIHAR
AND RISE IN PRICE THEREOF.
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