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Ja a.utte 01 Jndia dated the 18th 
3Mr, lMO, under &\I.b-seetion (8) of 
~ sa of the Companies Aet, 
ltII. [Placed in Library~ See No. 
1/'-llMl80.] 

~ \MiWi'....n ( f{G;(T) : 'l'&1f~ 
1f("'m, 1R ~ lmTTCf f~T t t 
~ a)'I'PT~ f~ it cr2')f~lftif 
itr fif<1il: 6 ~)fft 1ft ctnlffWT .;tqt ~ 
'i1IT i!fi'~~T ~ qc;n it "",I .. · 1fn'iiR'f 
it .. f~r~i~ ~~tr~ I 

~~ .... ~( .. "ant) : SJiqq.:r 
,) ~T' ,*r ~ 0 tiro 1fillT I 

.... r ON TBJ: WOJaUNG 01' TIm 
COIDr!:l8SlON 0 .. R.uLWAY SAJ'ETY, 

LUOJDK)W, FOR 1977-18 

'ftIII llINlSTER OF SHIPPING 
AJfD TRANSPORT AND TOURISM 
AIID CIVlL AVIATION (SHRI A. P. 
SHARMA): I beg to lay on the Table 
a copy of the Report (Hindi and Eng-
lisb versions) on the 'WQrking of the 
Cemmission of Railway safety, Luck-
]lOW, fOr the year 1977-78. [Placed in 
.I.AlaJ'.Y. S.e No. LT-1195/801. 

-it afw "'" ... {~11.1!.') 
73';r~ ~~~ ~T CflfT ~~T ? 

I iq~~ •.•• 

1Dl. 8PI1AX.I:R: Question Hour i! 
ey ••• Please sit down. 

"' ~f(.1ft ~ (~)~7) : 
wt~ ~ f$ff~ t, .. ( IIN-''') .. 

MB. SPIlA.X.ER: We have taken 
nGte oj it. We will do scmeUiin«. 

NO'Dn:CI~'l'lON! UNDER INCOME TAx ACT 
.AJBI 0mft'RAJ" Excm_ AHJ) SALT ACT 

AMD R1:PoRT ON YBE ACCOUN'IS OF 
])Jam J'JRAJlCIAl. CalJIau.ftON 

7.IDI :ammJrm\ OJ' FINANe!: 
(aJDL) R. VENIATARAlIAN) : 1 

1Mi 10 lay GIl the Table: 
(1) A eopy Gf the Income-tax 

~J'Uth Amendment) Rules, 1980 
6IDDdi and English versions) pub-

, lIs~ h1 NotilleatloD No. S.O. ~82 

(E) In Gazette of India da1ed to 
24th July, 1900, under seetion .. 
Of the Income-tax Act, 1981. [Plae-
ed in Library. Bee No. LT-l1.,.]. 

r 

(~) A eopy of the Central Bxe.ise 
(Seventh Amendment) Rules 19. 
(Hindi and English versions) pub-
lished in Notification No. G.&Jt 
749 in Gazette of India daied tile 
19th July 1980, under section 38 ():t 
the Centrnl Excises and Salt Atl, 
1944. [Placed in Library. See NG>. 
LT-1197/80.] 

(3) A copy of the Audit Reper~ 
(Hindi and English versions) on'lhe 
accounts of the Delhi J'inaneial 
Corporation for the year 19'18-'It), 
under sub-section (7) of sedion 37 
of the State Financial Corpo:ra1iObs 
Act, 1951. [PlaCed in Library. ~e~ 
No. LT-1198/80]. 

CALLING ATTENTION TO J4AT:8R 
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

REPORTJI) LOSs OF LIn AND PROPSTY 
DUE TO THE EAamQU.A.KE ON 29'nI 

JULY, 1980 

~{\iw ... ~ uem(~~T): 
~ mq~ktytw ~Tctl1i~ ~ f;rJ~fcij" 

fqfflf ctif ~tt wflf ~T iliT U:rr.t f~iI1~T 

:qT~ ~ ~,~ 'SI11i;n Cfi1JfT ~ fiJi if{ ~tT 
ifT~ it ~Cfi C(Cf~1f~' :--

It 2 9 \if~T{, 1 9 8 0 ifi) 'qif,t.~ if. 
...:> '" 

ar;T"{VT ~ it ~{§ \lpfi iT 
fcrWrf ~ ij' ~ riv if; 
fi:I1;r)~ ~~ if it \jf;r 

V~ ill) {TR iflT ~f'ifT~ 

~ 'Sf~ Tf~ Olffct~) ifi T 
~~~f~ ~~ 
~ro ~T til ifi~T I" 

PROF. KADHU DANDAYA'J. 
(Rajapur): Before the hon. lI.bQster 
replies, as I am ODe among tile .,.., I 
would like to say something. JIGet.f 
Us had given actually the CaU Adem .. 
tion Notice to the Minister for Sit .... 
and Technology. We want 10 Jaise a 
number of questions ~lafiac ~ 
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leieDce and technology 'regarding 
earthquake. 1 do not know how the 
Alrieuliure :Minister ]$ competent to 
r-.Jy to that. 
12.11 MI. 
rita. D.IPtJft' 8nA:uR in the Chair] 

IN.m vrq).r ~"rfPi"i q, 
f.n 111~ "" m): ~ ~r 
~T WT ~~~ tr( ~ q'~m I 

sit 0 Q ~: o1ctl ~ I 
I aeeept that" you have knowledge of 
an the departments. 

en It'~ ~ -mr : Gfir itT~ iR'rf, 
W) iFt ~ ~. \iFif ~T ~T (f) 
~ ~ ~, ~ ftm, 0) ~ \jJCfTGf 

f~lfT I 8'~T f~r ~J m ~ ~ ~tTT, 
f~r flroT'T ij') ~ ~ I 

'1) ~ .... ~ (5#11\;112;<) : ... 
~ ij (Cfi I ~ frror1 a-t CfiR Uf'C1'1Gr ~ I 

'11 ,,1=t:r ~ '"' : ~~ flrorr 
~ \ifiT (I'if; mq ~ij- I. . . (t1OO1A) 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: I 
e.:aeede that there ~ collective ree-
ponsibility. I have no objection. 

THE lIINlSTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND RURAL RECONSTRUC-
']'JON (SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH 
BAt»: On t.he 29th July, 1980 an 
earthquake was felt at about 8.30 
p.m. in Delhi. The seilSInograPh m 
tae Delhi Observatory showed tha\ 
the earthquake W88 of damaging 
intebsity at it! origin. This WM 
found to be near latitude 29 degree 
North and longitude 81 degree 
:aut in Western Nepal at a 
distance of 380 kms. away 
trQm the Capital The earthquake 
rePstered a magnitude of &5 on the 
Biehter aeale. An earthquake of such 
a aagnitude is capable 01 causing 
damage around ite apicentre. This 
eanbqualte was preeeded by a few 
fUN9hoeb, one of whieh W88 fel' ill 

Delhi at about 6.00 p.m. on the ... 
of July, 1980 and was of lesset inten-
sity. The earthquake has also bee. 
followed by a number of after-Bhocb 
which are still continuing. 'l'bese 
after-shocks as umal will die away 
with time. As advised by the India 
Meteorological Department, ilie 
Government of U.P. has ibeen infOIWl-
ed accordingly. 

According to available reports lhi~ 
earthqUake was felt over a wide area 
ext~ding from Amritsar, Jaipur, 
(fwalior, Varanasi and Kathmandu. 
On enquiry the District MaPrtraie 
Pithoragarh intimated on the PhO~ 
at 6.00 p.m. on the 31st July, 1980 i .•. 
last night that six people have been 
reported killed and thirteen injure-. 
due to collapse of houses and more 
than 300 houses damaged . 

This morning we have received 
.nother telegram from U.P. Willa 
your permi:S5ion, I will read tbis tele-
gram which gives the latest intol"JJla-
tion received:-

From Shri N. C. Saxena Belief 
Commia3ioner, Uttar Pradesh.' 

HRe1erenee Telephonic Conversa-
tion regarding damage by e-arih-
quake, Reports received sO :for 0111,. 
from Pithorgarh and Chamoli. Dis-
trict Magistrate, Pithoragarh inform-
ed on Telephone about 'thirteen 
deaths, fOrty injured and tw. 
hundred eighty hOlll!es damaged. 
Reports from Chamoli is incomplete. 
Few Houses at Badrinath and Gair-
sain destroyed. Details bei.Dg eollec-
ted. Asrlstance being provided." 

This is the latest information that we 
have received. Further :reports are 
awaited :from the interior. The 8tat. 
Government authorities are ]1J'O'YidiDc-
,gratuitous relief according to their 
Rules to 'be famiIit\s of the dead or 
injured alld to thoee whOSe bousee 
have been damaged. The Prime 
lIiniMer has felt deeply l3hooked abellt 
the ]oa of valuable lives ana ordeJ'ed 
a funher ,ratuitou. relief of RI . .2,-
tor each family of i.he dece..... •• 
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Government expresses- its deep 
'Iympathy wit.h. the bereaved familiea. 

Telephonic contacts with the Chief 
Secretaritn and senior officers of 
Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Raryana 
.nd Delhi were made but no damage 
Or loss of life and property has been 
reported from these States. 

The Western Nepal-India Border 
region where the earth~uake t~k 
place is a part of seisInlcally actIve 
Himalayan Belt. This particular area 
has been more susceptible to earth-
quake in the past. Am~ng the ma~y 
earthquakes in the prevIous. years In 
this region can be me~t'lon~d the 
earthquake in Dharchula In Plthora-
garh district, on the 28th August, 1916 

. of magnitude 7.5 and more recently 
on the 27th June, 1966 of magID:tude 
f>.2 on the Richter scale. ConsIder-
able damage was caused by these 
earthquakes also. 

The earthquakes in this region are 
caused due to movement of sub-
terranean masses across weak zon~s 
along foothills of the Hi~alayas, In 
conjuction with a few ohhque fa.ults 
near this region. From the behavlOur 
of these weak zones as seen during 
-the last' half a century this region is 
likely to remain seismically active 
and earthquake of slight to moderate 
intensity is likely to OCCUr occa-
:&ionally. 

At present, however, it is not pos-
liIible to predict' the occurrence of earth-
quake in the same manner as in the 
case at weather phenomenon. The 
mapping ot the earthquakes made by 
the India Meterological Department 
from the records obtained from the 
Seismological Observatories has, how-
ever, enabled the demarcation of earth-
quake prone areas in the country. 

The State Governments have issued 
standing instructions to the district 
authorities for meeting situations aris-
ing out of natural calamities like cyc-
lones, floods and earthquakes. The 
Central Government has also issued 
guidelines on relief manuals for deal-
lnil with natural calamities. The Home 

Guards and the Civil Defence organi-
sations have also their country-wide 
set· ... up for assisting the administration 
and the people affected by natural 
calamities like earthquakes. Since 
earthquakes cannot be predicted the 
scope of preparedness on a short run 
basis is limited. The State Govern-
ment have available with t'hem margin 
money for meeting the immediate ex-
penditure on relief and rescue opera_' 
tions. In case of Uttar Pradesh, the 
margin money was increased recently 
from Rs. 2.18 crares to Rs. 10.80 
crores. The State Governments can 
approach {'he Central Government for 
financial assistance if they find their 
resources to be inadequate to meet the 
situation. In case of earthquake, the 
Central assistance can be given as on 
outright, non-plan grant to the extent 
of 75 per cent of the expenditure over 
and above the margin money available 
with them. No state Government ha. 
So far approached the Central Govern-
ment for any relief assistance because 
of the earthquake. 

'IT ~l'" :q;sr ~ Ucm':;fqr 
~)~(i ~ lfT~1:fl1 ~ q-~ crT ~ ~f~u ~r 
~ :q-T~ ~ sr~ ~ if ~ *rr \iff tFt ..:a 

~~ ~ t f~ ~crrC! ~ffi" ~ fCfi ~)~ 
~ ~ ~ Z1l1rT ;r ~ SfTer;;T Cfit 'fr fCfl 
~f§ 9;frf~ ij~'lfC1r ~~ q-~1 ~ 
~t~'rt ~7:Et ~~"if~~q' q;~ff) 
~ ~ CJi) arm fm-r'{ ~ ~) ~) q'1~ 
-a-m sr~ it ~ijlf rir:rr~, ,;ij- \if) i3JT'fCfIrft 
flf{;T ~, ~ ~~m~ q-R mv F!'1Ur 
'rfi~ '1~T t f~ #~"{ f~r , 

~ ~ ~ 'l~ :qr~ ~ f 
~t~ tiu ~ ~1"{ q-fif it ~cftcfir~ f~f 
~ f!fi f~~f~lfii 't:~ t ~r it fS 
mllf1 iF \iJ+IT ~) ~ ~ ~CfiT G?~tr 
~ \ifreT ~ , ~ ~ :trr~aT ~ fCfi 
~~ mtfT iF ~ ~~ CfiT CJr1'f ~r ifiT~ 
~? cf ~ff f~ anT ~ it 
~llT ()So ~ t« ~v;r 'n ~wn: if m 
f~ Ann ~ ? ~ • 9+UWffT ~ 
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f(tii\14if ~ it f~) ~tz t[forr 
~«T Gffirr t, itqr(Wf ifn", f~ ~ 'f,"= 
tt'"'i(!6ifif ~, ttl' f.,,~.q ifg!lr ~ 
am ~«, ~~ f~ if; Rq it 
'1~ wrf~lf) Cfrr 'Ulr ~ ~ fCfi' f~q t (WI tt· 
q'~ ~~~ g'q'f ~ 'fT q'~ !AT'J.~'tCfl 
r.t;'!ff1ff cF Cf;"f\OT f~41 J ~ q ~ ~ if 
qf(CI f"ffff g-tIT ~ , ~ (Ar ff!41 (1lf" if 
<r~f~l CfiT ~~ ~, ~"( ~ Cf)T 
~ffi" ~ ;rr~ ~ijT ~~ it q'r~ t fCl\ 
~qrt)- ~?c 1fq.fiic~;r qfr~ ili'T ... .. 
~~~ ~~,~ 'f~TCfitt:q''h: \VfCtlf 
~", \ift ~ ~ ifiqf~!tI~I~~ ~ ~, ~r 
oq-rcrrf'"{Cf) ,{~T ~ q-~ ~R ~;:r ~(1) .T 
~t;· CR~ ~ CfiTCT~ I ~-~ \jf) ~ 
'lNT if ~ ~ ~)lr ~m~, \jf1" ~) 
~ ~? ~rct ~ q-)~ ~~T ~r q'~ ~~r 
~~ it ~« ~ ~ ~ 'iq:1 Cfi"'{ff ~ I ~~ 
~T ~ tr)~ Ef~Cll 1 92 8 t l:tli' ~litc ~ 
~ ~ Cf1fT ~~~T ~ ~ ~T ~ f~ 
~ GTJfl1T 'i~T ~ ~ ? \if'rr«~ 
~~1 iSfJ ~ ij ~Cfi;r ~~ 'i~ ari11t 
..-if ~ I ~mm:r Cf7.fT 1.fQ: ~ 't~ ~ f~ 
'licr Cf~ cqt ~ q;rne ~ ~ ~ (1CI\ 

CN~ q"rT ~T q'!;;1' ~T ~ m- ~ ? 
ml it; ~ ~ \jfGf Ci'f tIm ~ at 
~) ltn: ati'T~:; (T~T ~ GT'~-~~ if)"{ ~ 
~ ~ if m \ifTcrT ~ I qtfr, nrrrr a1fT • 
~~r iff~ ~ (Wf(cT If 'IT ~ t I 

tf'to ~o 'l'ro am ~ ~ 
~ ~ I ~ ~ em;; ~ ma-11: q-{ 

...-nf \ifnft ~ I ~ ~ ~ 
~ iii) f'fCfiI{1d" ~, ;:~ it; ~ 
q"{ ~ f'1Cfil~a- ~ , ~m ~ 9-
'I~1Jf' ~T~fT t I ~ ~ '+11 'tCfl ~ 
~ t fir; m) flf,r ~-n..~ 
~ f(q I <i1 q etl'T ~ if ~ (taT \ifT 
-qt t? .!if~ W) ~,. q ~ :qr~ 
- f'zo f"a U i uf'li ~ fT,. ".,..~ rrn-it~ 

.,. Gft araqfitI4t1\n ~ll~ ~) If1n' t 
~q ~ ?f( fleatrrU ft:~ ifi'1lflifft 
~ut !If'll: ~ ~ t-1F\Jj~stli1 {~ 
rn it ~~ ~~~ 
~~T a~ ~ '311 ~trnT eFt ~ \1fT -qr 
tq:~~? 

11 i \it I 'f~1 ~r flRft ~ ~ ;;.:cn ~ 
,,'h: ~:q;r 3f'ifT iF ~ ~~, \if) 'i1lfe4i 
~, G'{f tJiJe it' Cf1,{TGT ~r ~ if)q' 

~) tf{ ~ , ~T ffl!<1~?!r if q'~ ff) 

~ ~~ ~ ~ ~T 'fr I " 

~r it ~r ~T «1 CflT :q~ -:it ~ ttfq7ff 9;fT~ at (ij I C1 cor qql it 
~ q--{ ifi \if1tT ~1 ~T t rn 
~ij' Cfln:or ~ ifqr ifT~ lTJfifT ~lfT it • 
~)fCJi' ~ i('q)T'i1 ;:rf~ ~, ~'i it ~ 
~ 'tll: if~ tfR"T <+rtf ~ err q:t 
tfij 'ifif lie: tnlT ~ I fm~, ~:~. r, 00 
fmCflrtlT ;;f~~ \iff ~~ it GI'~t ~ rn 
~ ~f~1~, ~\if~ ~~ ~ 

~ J;fqm Gl'J tniT ~ I ~ ~Wtrr ~ '1'1 
Q'ij ~~1 fifl ~ ~ \;1") ~~ ~) ~ 

it,~) cpm t ? ~ CfiR17f ¥tl"'~" 

f~ Cf») tf11: ~ ~ fcr~ it: ~ 
it ~ \jfnfT t ~ iffif Cfll blf ;; if 
~a- g~ ittirq ij (Cfi I < {ij" i('ffi q-~ f~ 
'1ft fCfi fill« O(~ ~ '3'ij' ~ ~ \i(m 
ltiT ~ ~ if'ifIlIT \ifTit I ~;r~, 
~'Q171{ q-h: ftrrITr rM'~, ~ 

FR tv.r ~ ~, ~ ~t ~ I {~ll'em 
n q'~rft if ~ 1iJ~Cf) ~ tt~r 
(\' ~ t I fAT ifi;:r~ «(ctll ( ~)( 
-~~ fil'il" ~ fGmiF ~~ apff .. 
'UI' .. ~ it; ifi11:r 16'1' sr~l ~ I (iii, (f 
t~~tt'(Cifl'( ~.,. 
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f~ll' Iir If(rlf1: ~ ~lT ~T ttT tl 
II(t q'{ '~T. ~ ~ ~~~l' • 
~ 1M I!frA iI"(G i{tT ~ ~ ~ ~ t 1 

f.ri'f~ WTlr.tl~ ~f~tfJ1cflf,q GIro-
t , GI~t ~ ~ tlroJl' ~, ~ srqrq m 
cttt ~T lfT'Riffi,~ ~Tm ~ ~ t I 
~WIffr '4'6l( "f~ti f~;r ~ cr~ V'Uif 
~)q:Tt, 1947'iI1G' fq'qRl~~ wu-
'f\'T ~ it i5fT fEfl;ftrW\ ~ ~,m wm t, m~ 
;Jq'Af ~ i~ if, lftff ~ ~ enl' itT~ 'tf~' 

C\ .T ~~ t ';fq'J~ it 'if1' ~~ irt"{ ~;r.~'{ lfiT 
.~f'lit tl ~ij' ifT~~(~i it f~~{ij"l~ 
~ ri m GlIl?:T ~f;r ~ t I i{Tn~' it '11 
• ~r~{i\i(m1~~(t ,v.;rr it; 
inT ft:+ii "" If f~";f ifiT GA1q'G CfiT f~T 
GlT ~ t I tt .. ~:qy~ ~ f~ \in;) 
~;f ili f~lt &fln ~ m~l"{~l~ ttrR;r 

C'\ 

~ql' , 

m=t~ iJ "~-qrlf~'~ qlffq~ 'f"{ 
~ 

f,~ f,t;t;:r 'tiT ~ ~ t I ~ ~ 

t flf) ~ ~i iF' ~~~ it 'iff G'f~q~ 
~ 'tT t I \\ {I' qi~;; ~f ,)~ it; f .. ·~ 
;pn~~~r~~l~~~~ ~,f~ 
rn ifi'l' ~f~ (i tt~ q'J~ li~l1' lIT ~-

Co .. _ rn cmwr'T~ CitY(144) 1 mf'l1 f(,,"i .. li 
f'{tl';f if q~ if)) ~;f ~ "{"fctrr ~T 
wei ~ CfT'ffi~~) q'q1~Q it ~ 
"{WJ \iJT ~ ? 

lI1ft ~ ~ lftfl14l\11ftJ ~il Rrni-
lR 'm fi\~ f~ t , ~ ~ ~ m 
~;r !TRmi If'T .. ~ Ifl ~ iliT iffiT Cl(t 
ttt wft '\3~'R' ~'{ f~7.IT t ~ G I <11ii f 
it iI'mr{ '1~ mw ~i' I w) f~ ~
~ '" .. " -n: ~ ~if;r; firl'Tcfln~ ~ 
f..,flm.n 'f(f f~' ? If{ m tltT "') 
~ \5ffiIT" mfitr if(t ~..-PTt =1") ~~ 
irA if Gf'''fltll(t eft' GlT ~ I ifltl ~r 
~ .. ~ if Il1ifY tit IJlf ~aMiJ f3rR-

e;y in ~ ~) fctli1ttiftt ~ 'R~ 

a,t f(fiiRl'J ~~' wn~ 'In:(1' .. '" mr 
~ " f~"( ~~it , 

lW ~T if tt ~ lif..;t~l ~'fn;y fi 
I~ t ~~) '1'T etfo (T ~ tl1icft ¥t(l"" 
~ ~ m Cf)1' ~ ~~ fttr ~~ ~ it 
'! cm:q'" \jJ;:r -Q';f cf,t mo ~ ~ IfTIl' it t 
iflrf ~ f~'~ ~~ m ill1- «"{~<:'1lT 
~I ~~1~ ei1t 3I'Tm"l" cr;n~ r 

'""'~ _~! fRT~tfj"{VT(iit 
~m f~ if.f I ~ trffill'T , f Cf) ftf1fj '{t~ 
itl ~1~ it ~ ift \iI(fI\iI~ ~a ,i t , ~
Cfil'~)~·~"·~~tf~ ~ 41'fT 
'1T GI~~ CfiT q~~ it ~z1 i) ~T 
~ 'ltm~"tt ~TtiT if)f ~liit I ~ * f~'({ ;ft ~ 
m~)~~~, ~f~~T <"iTt I -.r);rl 
iii) '11 +{(~ t flfi if ~~ it~ ~ 
\ij'~t ~ifT 1ft ~CFm;r~) ~~ t , ~ 
ql~(iI~' ifl:;rt eft t~ iI10 ~ ~ ~r 
t f~ ~T ~ ~ ~ ~ ri iJ;T ~.~ ;-
lIT ~ ~ f~-;i tr ttT ~~1 ~ ~ ~ 
'lr~~ m~~t.,. (Iq" .... ) .•• 

I don't think 80. It is a matter of 
opinion, but I am not an exper~ on the 
subject. 

"'"{('W"_~:CiT1ll ~WTJ 
~ 'q1;ijf~~ t~~) q"'( 'fT ~ t I 

"') ~ _ ~: \jt"\il~ mif ~; 
~t~~~f~§m~T tii( 
f~ 1m 'IT(T ~~ ~lat ,(f) ~~ 
~" ~ Iftli iPRr1 ~J ~~ CJ1 
.. \ill: {i \illfr.J if ~ q?lT ~ " f'(tfG 
()GfTttt I ~q mu\i.~ ~~ 
f\ij{Rf ~ t, f~~, t q ~;r. 

III fm \;ItrA' it, ftf){ 'flt .. ~~ 
~-~ "" 1I'tt ~ ~ 'I1'R'W 'aW 
if tf~ ,) ~ t fl'T Gf1ft;f it sR~ Gf) fTItr.I T 

11fT ~ , ~~ ijf it6lt ~ \$I) 1ft. 
.ftft'~~f~ 4l ~'GAF .... "" 
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cffr ,)tit t ~T ~m 1fGl~ U ~Clltr '1'ffl 
~ ~ «r fttl ((CfijQf!W 'flf ~ " iI'(q_nl 
~If~ t 1!~rf'fcf' a') ~ q'~ (t;frf« 
~ f~ ~1f ~ ~ c1!S~ q~ ~ ~,,1 Q'1: 
~nm~~ f~ ~ ~ Gtl~ , 

q'( ~~ t:~ ~~ t I 

~~ ~ itl q~ ftf~<'tl' it 1ft 
~ tt~ <t<'fl~'c ~lfPi If;f71q .~ Cllf 
#~tt ~T ~ t • • • (lqiii .... ) . .. . 

" 9;f+ft (r ~, n- (fT it f'W"( ifefT ~'fIT • 'lftr 
t.tfr ~'tIT I fGlcr~ tt iffiT ~f ~ cr~T 
¥ ~If~~, '3a;rr ~ Cf;~r ~ ~~ 
J;ffT( t f~((, \3cR ~ ~ ~ Cfl~1:t t 
~q'r ~Q ~rt it (ff;rlfTarf1:(¥f f~
J{ rqr .q-i' tTCt ~ fq'q~ if a-rftfl 
~~r ifR 'Q'a-u ~T G1~\jf~ ~T crt tt~ 
t(~ ~ ~tf q'~r ~~ \iHlf I ~~ ~1fr 
({~ ~ -ai{ID ~~lf .. q; ~ $f'flrr if 
~~ ffictn1·r t fGfff i; fcfl \iI~~~ ~ q~ « WfYT ~T \jfltf I ~~ m cllllfll'rcil ~ 
~R q~ ~rtm1. ~1 gi & I 

~~t ~~ ~t:rrt ~ ~r a-~~ ~ 
f~q'rt~ (fA; ij'~~ ttl t~~r 
~ ~ tJ illij'f ""if ~~rJ 1 8 m-tr-
~~ ~«f~'f1(iJlf'i ft\il;r it ~ 
m ~r c~'r;r t ~ ~nt t~ritl it fGm' it 
GI~\it~ 'l'l~ ~r lI'ffU ~) ~cn ( crrfif: 
'l~ Cftffi .(n:t ~T m '=~ ~ \!f 'l~m 
~ ~\ f-q~'~ ~ I 

~ ~'(J ttf~ ~ {ij" it 
fm~ lfr~ ~ ~ ~~ "f~ l{j;rcrftrtT, " 
f~lf)-{q;f~~ -«~ '~11I'R ctt ~;, 
e(~t 1ft f~~ ~m " ~ ~W m 
~f~~ '4t~«mit fm- ~~1 i, crr \i,~ acfl iA' If ,«r t' lJ"{Et:l'{ Ilfi'T 
l:~ {!"'(qt iU 6t(r;{ t" ~ itiTfftw rtt 
~ ~ , f~ ~ml '"' {'t q'f<I~l « 
~~~ if ,~ ~qr Gfrq , 

" 'Il ~ftr .... "" ~ : .,. it q~ 
flfrl(f 1fT f~ W ttf~ if .(lif( 

't~. q'f~ ~ " Cf(f ~ iftq 
ttif)',"\ilw~Wf~{~ ~( \ft ~t 
~)1ff ~ q6' mo ~:;.m-T ~ t • 
~) (~«RPer it \3~ rl'tr 'Cfft trom"( 
.,-) .=tf m~ m $ f~ 
rtl~'" t f\il~ it ~ ~ ~~Tt=f if~ 
~ ft=lt!qT '3'f "') cr~ m~ i 
"'~ ~e' it, f~tt tf~nrnl i I 

"" 1f~ "" ,"T1f; m~ 
~ ~ ~,q tn: Gl~ q+f~ fcfi'QT 
\jfNm , ~ff'{ ~~ ~«lm: ~) '4ft 
('t ~(it fef,' ~~t ~ij' f",~ ctft ~ 
'l"T ~Cfl')' ~ ~~ i1T~ q'~ I q~t \i~ ~ql .. 
~r ~qffrlfT \jJl~ f({i ~~ ~ 9Cf t 
~cr.R ~nt t 

,,' ~m... ~ ,"Ta: 'W 
~~~ it \;J'-T Cf)) ~~rlfaT iff ~ CflflfFf: 

tar;rr ~ ~Tll'ai t it ~ ~ 
~ ~Cfia- , 

.. , ~ ~ 'UIf: ~~PrcIT ';f 

~) ~ lfl:fi'Al ~ f~·<t tT \itm ~'if 
~ lf~ ~ f<F\'~ ~ ~r6T ~ ~ 
\'l Cfli\' ~ ~ (fT ~ .q:r \it ij ,'" 
~ ~ ~ ~cfI~ ~ , ~ ~ qcMr 
ll~ iI'iT tr~ ~ ~l ~~~ ~ ~~ 
~.-r;r ,..1 il"Wff ~a- ~ if~ u~r 
~, ~r~ ll~m ~ t'tWftt n'1' 
~ltr it it Glm t I '(~ Gl'rt it it 
qlf1' q '1'1' ~~~ ~ ~ '«~ I .... 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: ~r, 
the hon. Minister has rightly said •• 
paragraph 6 that' at present it is n.t 
possible to predict the occurrence ~f 
earthquake in the same manner aa ~. 
the case of weather phenomenon. That 
1» the correct position. The difticulttr 
is, with the help of seismegrtWPh all 
that you can do is, once the earthqua~e 
takes place, you are able to detect Its 
intensity and with the help of tha~ 



you are able to detect the seismic 
focus and you can also find ou1: wh~t 
.is the epic entre and which exactly is 
the place where the maximum distur-
bance takes place, and therefore, in 
this context I would like to know from 
the han. Minister: Has the Govern-
ment' made proper survey as to how 
many epicentres are there in our roun-
try today and in the vicinity ()f our 
country where already there has been 
an occurrence of earthquake in the 
past? You will be surprised to know 
that from 1949 upto 1980 in Delhi it-
~elf earthquake tremors have occurred 
30 times. It is because the epicentres 
are located somewhere near On 29th 
July when the earthquake took place, 
the epicentre was at the tn-Junction 
of Tibet, Nepal Clnd Indian border, and 
as a result of that, all those regwnc.; 
which were in the vicinity of the epl-
centre were disturbed a lot. 

It is true that the number of deat!1s 
is not high because in the past in dif-
ferent parts of the world there have 
been earthquakes in which 25 to 30 
thousand and even 8 lakhs of people 
h~ve died, but, after all, the intensity 
of a tn?P10f IS not merely Judged by 
the number of people JdlJed As Ole 

rightly saId on 29th July, tIl(> mten-
sity was 6.5 on the Richter scale, and 
earlier in 1960 it was 7. 

So, after 1960 this is the biggest 
tremor that has tak'en place in Delhi, 
UP. and the vjcinity. Therefore, I 
would like to know from the hon. 
Minister whether they will try to have 
any research, as they are trying in 
some other parts of the world like 
the U.S., and the USSR though they 
have not yet succeeded, by which not 
only the intoensity of the earthquak ... 
can be measured once it has occurred. 
but it can also be PI edlcted before it3 
occurrence. 

Sometimes, a false scare is created 
that due to the pressure of certain 
dams, earthquakE'S and tremors take 
place, but actually the earthquake 
takes at 30 to 40 mBes below the sur-
face of the earth where the tempera-
ture is 2200 degrees Farenheight, and • 
trom there they go on spreading in 

different directions. It is a fact that 
where earthqua1tes have taken place 
for the first time they could not b~ 
predicted. For instance, when 'a big 
earthquake took place in Japan for 
the first time, it could not be predic-
ted, but once an earthquake takes. 
place, that place becomes vulnerble 
for further earthquakes. Therefol'e, 
a propel: survey of the epicentres in 
different parts of the country and its 
bord~rs is absolutely necessary, BO 
that you can mark out the regions 
likely to be affected by earthquakes 
and take precautionary measures. 

In the earlier statement it was said 
that SlX deaths had tak£:>n place at 
Pithorgarh, but the latest telegram 
puts it at 13. I wfJllld like to know 
from the hon Minister whether any 
railway tracks have been disturbed, 
whether there has been loss of crops 
or property in the form of buildings, 
and whether he will introdUce crop 
insurance and other forms of insurance 
so that itese damages can also be 
covered. As a result of the earth-
quakes, not only this earthquake but 
suppose in future, if the railway tracks 
are di"turbed, already the Railways 
ar-e tuking the social burden, as Pandlt-
ji rightly pointed out, of the order of 
Rs. 273 crores, there should not be ad-
ditional social burden which the Rail-
ways should he required to hft up 
Therefore, that ('ontingency fund 
should also be available. 

There is one more point which I 
would like to raise. As far as this 
earthquake is concerned, the preven-
tive measures cannot be taken at pre-
sent. But will it be possible to bring 
out some legislation by which an ex- I 
elusive Department- for considering the . 
research and facilities for the affected 

"" areas can be undertaken? 

DR. KARAN SINGH (Udhampur): 
There is already India Meteorologi-
cal Department. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
That is not sufficient. I know that. For 
instance, Seismological department is a 
part and parcel of Meteorological De .. 
partment. But "hat I am suggesting: 

is, since a number of reSions in In~l. 
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have nOW become vulnerable for 
earthquakes, will they set up a separate 
department t·o conduct all these sur-
veys and to try to find out what exact-
ly is the destruction of materials, crops, 
buildings and all that and try to see 
'that the relief measures are properly 
monitored and coordinated. These are 
the specific queries that I have made 
and I hope to get specific answers 
from the Minister. 

SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAO: I 
am thankful to the hon. Member, Prof 
Madhu Dandavate. He has given 
several good suggestions. He seems to 
know quite a lot about earthquakes I 
and the measures that can be taken 
to prevent damages of serious nature 
on account of earthquakes. This parti-
cular motion was only in respect of 
the earthquake that occurred on 29th 
of last month. The epicentre of this 
earthquake, as I have said, was near 
Pithorgarh, only 80 kms. from Pithor-
garh. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: Will 
you allow a second intervention be-
cause I forgot to ask one additional 
question that was very relevant t·o this 
tremor? Dr. H. M. Choudhry, Direc-
tor, Seismology, Department of Meteo-
rology, has already stated-that has 
appeared in the press-that· the after-
~hocks of this earthquake of 29th July 
are likely to continue for one lUll 
month. That is the statement that has 
come 

SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAO: I 
have myself stated that its effect is 
likely to continue. It is only for this 
purpose that three mobile units of 
seismograph have already been despat-
ched to the area, only to keep track 
of any future possibilities. As I said. 
~he epic entre was at a place, Siligari 
In Nepal, which is only 80 kms from 
Pithorgarh. There are five zon~s that 
have been identified in the country for 
earthquakes, one in the centre of Dec-
can, the se.C'ond, further north, along 
the Aravahes, the third in Satpura 
and the fourth in Kutch. But the 
worst a:ffected is the fifth zone along 
the Himalayas as Mr. Rawat also 

statied. The Meteorological Depart-
ment has set up 24 permanent seis-
mological observatories and 16 special 
observatories. 19 of these 40 are in 
Himalayan region. We are already 
looking after this region particularly. 
The suggestion that there should be 
a separate depart.ment to advise as to 
what type of houses should be con~ 
structed will be taken into considera-
tion. I think we are already weIl-

t equipped to advise on this subject. 
Our engineers in the existing depart-
rnents can do it easily. There has 
been a suggestion that there might 
have been some crop damage and the 
railway tracks might have been dama-
ged in that area. We have received 
no reports about any damage to rail-
way track So far and as the hon. 
Member himself would agree, there is 
very little damage to crops on account 
of parthquakes. It is only large build-
ings and heavy constructions which 
are generally affected. Tremors in the 
earth do not affect the standing crops. 

We shaH certainly take into account 
all the other suggestions that the hon. 
Member has made and we shall see 
if we can improve upon onr existing 
system of monitoring and predicting 
earthquakes in future. 

APOLOGY BY MINISTER FOR AB-
SENCE DURING QUESTION HOUR 

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL SUP-
PLIES (SHRI VIDYA CHARAN 
SHUKLA): Sir, I wish to tender an 
unqualified apology for my absence 
during the time when my Question 
was called and I greatly regret the 
inconveni~nce that was caused to the 
Chair and to the hon. Members. 

SHRI MANI RAM BAGRI (Hissar): 
On a point of order, Sir. I have given 
notice of a motion under rule 223 for 
this and you have not mentioned in 
the House. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: It, is 
under consideration. In the mean ... 
while, he has apologised. As a gentle-
man, you should agree to- his apology. 
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CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER 
OF URGENT PUBLIC 
IMPORTANCE-contd. 

RF.PORTED LOSS OF LIFE AND PROPERTY 
DUg TO THE EARTHQUAKE o~ 29TH JULY, 

1980-contd. 

SHRI G M. BANATWALLA (Pon-
nani): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, the 
hon. Minister has stated in his state-
Ment: 

"At present, however, it is not 
possible to predict the occurrence 
of earthquake in the same manner 
as in the case of weather pheno-
menon." 

More than half of the area of our 
country is liable to moderate or 
.evere earthquakes. That is t'he POSI-
tion. This is apart from political 
earthquakes that can come! 

The great earthquakes of Bihar In 
1~34} Assam in 1950 and Koyna in 
1~67, are nightmares to us. We have 
been further told by the hon. Minister 
that the Indo-Tibet-Nepal region is 
the site of frequent earthquakes. When 
thIs is the situation, I would like to 
Zlilk the hon Minister for Agriculture 
whether it is not a fact that there 
were predictions of major earthquakes 
in 1980. You will remember that on 
16th February, 1980, there was a solar 
eclipse. It attracted worldwide atten-
tion. At that tirne, there were appre-
hensions of major earth tremors coin-
ciding with the solar eclipse. Fortu-
lQately, such major tremors did not 
occur. But then predictions were made 
that major tremors are inevitable 
Even Dr. S. N. Shah 01 the Geological 
Survey of India said then "that an 
earthquake ot a severe magnitude is 
almost inevitable in the north-east 
region a ny day from now". When this 
ii the situation, We must know from 
the Government whether there was 
any follow-up work on such major 
predictions made, whether these were 
taken seriously, whether any pre-
paredness programmes were drawn up 
and whether there as any contingency 
plan to mitigate any probable damage. 
That is the first aspect that I would 
like the hon. Minister to clarify. 

Serious inadequacies of our own 
Department have COMe to light. These 
merit attoention. The entire district 
about which we are talking, in U.P., 
was rocked six times-the first at 
6-00 p.m., then at 8 .. 20, 8-26, 8-30 p.m. 
and at 12-15 a.m. and 6-30 a.m. We 
are further informed-it We are not 
correct, he may please correct Ui-
that the earthquake was 90 strong 
that eleven out of twelve seismo-
graphs in IDelhi were nocked out of 
action and only one remained; and 
this lone seismograph that recorded 
was also disturbed for fifteen minutes. 

If this is the situation, will the hon. 
Minister tell the House what liteps 
are being taken for improvement in 
and effective instrumentation of theie 
earthquake predictions? What steps 
a re being taken for further strength-
ening of the Department so that it 
may be able to do its work? 

I may now turn to the question of 
relief: it is an important point. W ~ 
are told that the State Government is 
looking into it and we are thankful 
also to our Prime Minister who hilS 
announced a further Rs. 2,500/- aid 
per family. This is 'per family': now, 
why not have it as 'per deceased'? 
The amount is also insufficient. I 
woufd like to draw your attention, for 
the purpose of comparison, to the 
landslide in Uttarkasi in U. P . ~om.e 
time back where the relief, e'YeIl 
though given per family, was also i. 
accordance with the number of metIl-
bers unfortunately lost. For example, 
where two members of a family were 
lost, Rs. 3000/- was given per famil,. 
and where more than two memberfl 
were lost, Rs. 5000/- was given per 
family. Now, the first point· I want to 
make is about this very insufficjeat 
amount. They must think about equa-
ting it with air and railway victilll18. 
After all, why this discriminatioa-
this point has often come up here-
in matters of human Ufe? secondly, 
even in the case of famtlies, you may 
have it not as 'per family' but as 'per 
deceased'. 

Another question is ~at of houses. 
We are told th~ nearl, 3000 nO\lleB 
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have been damaced. Will the Govern-
ment come forward and give some 
house subsidy for the purpose of re-
construction of these houses? 

To conclude, just one word-and 
that is about the attitude of the Gov-
ernment: towards the whole human 
tra,edy. The traiedy took place on 
the 29th July and we are told, in t.he 
very first page of the statement, that 
enquiries were made with the District 
Mai:istrate and he intimated on the 
phone at 6-00 P.M. on 31st July 1980. 
The tragedy takes place on the 29th 
July, and the Government does not 
seem to mOVe at al1. We give SQlnC 
Calling Attention Motions or sonle 
rnotions, with your kind and gracious 
permission, Sir, and then the Distric.:t 
Magistrate is contacted on phone and 
on 31st July he gives the information. 
Still, much more information from the 
interior parts is also not available. I 
would only like that Government 
should not move at a snail's pace ... 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: YO ll Call 
conclude by saying what are the 
effects ot the earthquake on you! 
that 300 houses had been damaged .. 

SHRI G. M. BANATWALLA: 
entire nation is affected. 

The 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Did you 
feel the earthquake? 

SHRI G. M. BANATWALLA: I re-
quest the Government to see that it 
moves at a proper speed in matters 
of such human tragedy. 

SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH~ RAO: 
First of all, I would like to correct 
the hon. Member about the number 
of houses. I had stated in the main 
8tatement, submitted earlier to you, 
that 300 houses had been damaged ... 

AN. HON. MEMBER: Not 3,000? 

SHRI BlRENDRA SINGH RAO: Not 
3,000. According to the telegram that 
we received-I have again read the 
telegram-the latest information was 
that 280 houses had been damaged ... 

iHn) NARAYAN CHOUBEY (Mid-
~apore): This may not be the final 
Information. You have yourself said 
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that the final information has yet ~ 
come. 

SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAO: 
Why are you afraid that the dam ale 
will be more? I have already said that' 
as many as 19 observatories have been 
established all along the Himalayan 
region and the Government is aware 
of the fact that the most earthquake .. 
prone area is the north-east'ern region. 
Some scientists in the Jorhat Obser-
vatory had predicted as long as 1977 
that there was a likelihood of an 
earthquake of soeriollS nature in this 
region in the year 1980. And that has 
happened. So, our scientists are quite 
well up in the matter of research and 
predictions It can be judged from this 
fact. And the then As-sam Government 
had been warned by the Government' 
of India. Even in 1979 they had been 
asked to prepare for any eventuality, 
and certain plans were pr~pared to 
meet any emergency. It is not that 
Government has been sleepin, over i~' I 

or that our scientists do not know 
anything about the earthquakes. This 
impression must be dh~pel1ed ... 

SHRI G. M. BANATWALLA· When 
scientists helped you, what did· you do 
by way of .preparation? Why did you 
not' prepare yourselves? That is the 
point. 

SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAO: 
Scientisis only inform Us and then we 
do everything not the scientists. 

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY· What 
did you do? . 

SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAO: We 
warned the Assam Government. A 
plan 01 action was prepared. But for-
tunately there has been no serious 
mishap, SO that we could use that 
plan. We are prepared. And if there 
is any likely ligh tning stril[~, I will 
be prepared for another Calling Atten-
tion Motion. Why are you always try ... 
ing to think that Government is not 
doing anything and it is only on the 
demand of some Opposition Members 
that Government wakes up? 

Prof. Madhu Dandavate asked me 
as to how predictions were made. 



Reported tosS' of AUGUST 1, 1980 life and property 260 

[Shri Birendra Singh Rao] 

Mr. Banatwalla bas also rais-
ed this question. I do not 
say that I am an expert, but from 
whate~r information I have 
got from experts, there are five areas 
or fields in which we try to work, SO 
that some advance information about 
earthquakes can 'be known. One is the 
seismic field and the pattern of earth-
quake occurrences that has been monI-
tored in the past. That can give us 
some idea. Then, the geo-physical 
field, including magnetic intensity 'and 
gravity of earth currents, etc. Then. 
measurement of minor earth deforma-
tions; wherever they are found, the 
faults are measured and identified. 
Then, there are Radon emissions from 
wells and ground water fluctuations 
which precede major earthquakes; 
some predictions can be made from 
these. Then, unusual animal be-
haviour and other empirical observa-
t'ions-because some countries like 
China have tried it. You nlust know 
that from animal behaviour they tried 
to predict earthquakes and it was once 
thought that this would be a foo]-
proof method but that was also found. 
to be not perfect because SOOn after 
that, in 1976 there was a very severe 
earthquake in China for which they 
could not prepare in advance and 
millions of people have died. As I have 
in my statement earlier said, it is 
very difficult to know all the secrets 
of nature. All that we can do is to 
prepare for them. 

SHRI CHINTAMANI JENA (Bala-
sore): I am very grateful 1:0 our han. 
Prime Minister for extending her 
sympathy to the bereaved families 
and also for sanctioning a sum of 
Rs. 2,500 as immediate relief to each 
family. But in this context, I would 
like to 'know from the han. Minister 
whether the relief measures and the 
gratuitous relief will be extended to 
all those who were killed ai reported 
in the House. Also the Minister said 
in hls statement that further informa-
tion is being collected. So, in case 
some more deaths come to light, I 
want the relief should be extended to 
them also. 

- due -to earthquake (CA) 

Dr. H. M. Chaudha.ry, Director of 
Seismology in the Department ot 
Mei'eorology has observed that this 
type of earthquakes will be felt for 
a month. Corroborating this observa-
tion, I am bringing to the notice of 
our hon, Minister that to-day's news-
papers like 'Indian Express' have re-
ported the death of about 100 persons 
on account of ear,thquake in Nepal. 
The hon. Minister has said that neces-
sary measures are taken and are go-
ing to be taken. But may I know 
whether this type of prediction 
could be intimated by the Meteo-
rological Department even one hour 
before Or not? While enquiring 
about the reason of thiS quake, 
in the course of my discussion with 
an eminent scientist-I. do not want 
to mention his name because he is a 
government servant-he was telling 
that another major reason for earth-
quakes is the silting of our major 
irrigation projects which are under 
water for years together. Of course, I 
would request the Minister to kindly 
verify whether this is one of the rea-
sons or not If so, I would like that 
the Irrigation Department may be 
asked to have regular dredging and 
also have trees planted in the project 
areas. 

Prof. Madhu Dandavate asked about 
crop insurance ... 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Don't re-
peat what he said. You ask your ques-
tion. 

SHRI CHINTAMANI JENA: In 
his statement, the hon. Minister 
has given the information to the 
House that 280 houses have collapsed. 
I think none of these houses was 
insured. I would request the Minister 
that he may think whether the houRes 
in those areas which are earthquake 
prone areas can be insured or not. 
This may kindly be thought of. 

Lastly, Sir, from my own experi-
ence, I would say that my telephone 
was out of order from that day, that 
is, from 29th. Only yesterday even-
ing it was repaired. On my enquiry 
from the telephone authorities, I am 
told by some of the employees of the 
Postal Department, that because ot 
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earthquake, the underground cables 
got disturbed and so my telephone 
along with many others was out of 
order for the last three days. So, this 
may also be taken note of by the han. 
Minister. Because of the intensity of 
the earthquake, if all the telephones 
go out of order, how can you get the 
information from the interiors? So, 
this aspect may kindly be looked into. 

SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAO: As 
far as telephones are concerned, if 
they have not been repaired, you will 
not have to wait for after-shock. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Mr. Min-
ister, to make OUr telephones out of 
order, no earthquake is necessary. 
(Interruptions) . 

SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAO: 
The earthquake is responsible for put-
ting the telephones out of order. I 
share the concern of the Member 
about the relief not being adequate. 
But, OUr difficulty is that in matters 
like this, the Government of India 
cannot take the liability for providing 
compensation at a substantial rate. 
Yon would also kindly agree that it 
is not possible to give full compensa-
tion for the lives. The persons have 
to suffer, the family has to suffer, for 
long periods. The Government is 
expected to give a fair amount of 
compensation only as eX grratia grants 
that are needed immediately, as a 
measure of government sympathy. 
The Government of U.P. is doing it. 
For the damaged houses also, I am 
told, that Rs. MD per house will be 
given by U.P. Government, as grant. 

The Government of India, on the 
orders of the Prime Minister, has also 
given the ex-gratia payment of 
Rs. 2,500 per family. This only shows 
that we have deep sympathy with the 
sufferers. But to put these disasters 
on par with the railway accidents or 
air accidents and to give compensation 
according to what is paid by the Rail-
ways, that will not be possible. After 
all, the Government-is responsible :_--
for the passengers who travel in the 
Government of India trains and ... the 
l>assengers who travel in the planes of 

dUe! to earthquake(CA) 
the Indian Airlines Corporation, are 
in a way insured. But, for the cala-
mities like this, Government of India 
cannot shoulder any definite respon-
sibility for compensating for the 
damages and the lives lost. 

Silting of rivers, to my mind, and 
afforestation, as I have already said 
earlier do not have any effect upon 
earthquakes. But, on large dams it 
may possibly, at times, be creating 
'Some effect. If the water seeps to a 
very deep level, as Prof. Dandavate 
said for a few kilometres in the earth 
crest, it is very hot-it is all molten 
metal-and, if \vater comes into con-
tact with it, there may be evaporation 
and it may create disturbance. And 
that might be responsible for earth-
quakes in some places under certain 
circum!tances. But, generally, these 
things do not have any effect. 

It is not possible to forecast as to 
whether we ~hall have after-shocks in 
these regions; all I can say is that we 
should have faith in God and hope for 
the best. I hope there will be no 
further calamity and the damage that 
has occurred will prol")'1b1v remain at.; 
it is and no further suffering, God will 
give to the people of this country on 
ae-count of earthqual<e. 
13 hrtt_ 

SHRI CHIRANJI LAL SHARMA 
(Karnal): Sir, in view of the fact that 
earthquakes are a greater challange 
and earthquakes take place in various 
parts of the country, there have been 
world conference on earthquakes. I 
would like to ask only two questions. 
FiJ"lst, whether the government would 
consider the desirability of starting 
earthquake engineering in the coun-
try; and ~econdly, whether quake 
recorders would be installed on tall 
buildings? 

SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAO: Sir, 
I have already informed the House 
that We have as many as forty obser-
vatories !ituated all over the country 
and recording" are taking place. If 
there i9 any further need and any 
area 11.,; been left uncovered the 
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D.putrnent of Science ad T .. hnol.-
.,. will look .rter this. 

I do not know what the hon'ble 
Kember means by earthquake engi-
neering. But I shall certainly have 
,overnment look into this aspect and 
it any engineering department or any 
training amengst the engineers is 
needed We shall do whatever can be 
aone. So far as I know in Roorkee 
university, earthquake engineering is 
already part of the course there. If 
Roorkee does not provide sufficient 
education and does not meet the 
requirements of the students who 
want to 3tudy' earthquake engineering 
this can be thought of being introduc-
ed in other universiti~ also. 

1302 brs. 

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS AND 
DEPARTMENT OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS (SHRI P. VEN-
KATASUBBAIAH): Sir, on behalf of 
Shri Bhishma N arain Singh, with 
your permission, Sir, I rise to an-
nounce that Government Business in 
this House during the week commenc-
ing 4th August, 1980, will consist of:-

(1) Consideration of any item of 
Government Business carried over 
from today's Order Paper. 

(2) Consideration !.nd passing 
Gf:-

(&) The Brahmputra Board 
Bill, 1180. 

(b) The Territorial 
(Amendment) Bill, 1980. 

Army 

(c) The Dock Workers (Regu-
tation. ot Employment) Amend-
ment Bill, 1~80. 

(3) Consideration of a motion for 
modiflcation of the notification 
regarding- rates of Customs Duty and 
bail.ce· 

(4) C •• sidaratioR aJui ,.SIIiU 
.t: 

(8) The Delhi Rent Control 
(Amendment) Bill, 1980. 

(b) The Ear Drums and Eal' 
Bones (Authority for use for The-
rapeu.tic Purposes) Bill, 1980. 

(c) The Delhi Municipal Laws 
(Amendment and Validation) Bill, 
1980. 

SHRI G. M. BANATWALLA (Pon-
nanl): Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
have to urge upon the government for 
the need for a statement on the fast 
and steadily deteriorating situation in 
Kerala. Very recently also-just two 
days ago-there was firing there on 
the peaceful demonstrators at Malap-
puram collectorate. There was 
demons tration there against the anti-
langauge. anti-Urdu and anti-Ar3bic 
policy of the Kerala government. 
Thesp demonstrators were fired 
upon Some were killed. And a 
l~rgC' number of them were injured 
Tho Stat·~ Government's attitude of 
c;upprE'~~ion of the right of thece 
people to agitate peacefully against 
it~ policie~. is, to .:;ay the least, !ub-
v'"':,')ion of the Constitution .. 

MR DEPUTY SPEAKER: The 
items which yOU have mentioned are 
very clear. You can read t.hem. 

SHRI G 1\1:. BANATWALLA: My 
second point is this. I haVe given a 
Motion under Rule 189. It is admit-
ted and It is given No. 146. It is to 
take into co:nl3ideration t~1~ First 
Annual Report or the Minorities Com-
miq<'ion, with Memoranda of Action, 
laid on the Table of the House. Gov-
ernment should come forward and 
introduce a Bill without any further 
delay, to confer constitutional status 
on the IVIinoriti~'S Commission. It i~ 
a principle already accepted by the 
Government. Therefore, there 
should not be any delay with relard 
to thj" subject 

My next point is this: The Youth 
Wing of the J anata Party has recently 
announced certain programm~ and 


