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in Rural Areas (Res.)
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Do you

want to withdraw the Resolution on
the reply given by the Minister?

SHRI VIRDHI CHANDER JAIN: I
will have to withdraw, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: s it the
pleasure of the House that the Resclu-
tion moved by Shri Virdhi Chander
Jain be withdrawn?

The Resolution was, by leave, with-
drawn,

17.51 hrs.

RESOLUTION RE, CONTINUOUS
RISE IN PRICES OF ESSENTIAL
COMMODITIES AND NEED FOR
TAKING .STEPS TO AMELIORATE
CONDITION OF TOILING MASSES

SHRI K. A. RAJAN (Trichur): I beg
to move:

“This House notes with  grave
concern the continuous and un-
cheked rise in price of essential
commodities and consequent deterio-
ration in the living and working
conditions of all toiling people ana
the measures taken against the
trade union rights and liberties of
workers and cal]ls upon the Gov-
ernment to take effective steps to
ameliorate the condition of the toil-
ing masses.”

Sir, my Resolution is quite explicit
and clear we are very much con-
cerned and the whole country is very
much concerned regarding the rise in
prices of essential commodities. The
House had so many gccasions to dis-
cuss those issues on  various items
which have been introduced in this
House. If at all any difference is
there. anv controversy is there, on
the question of rise in prices, the only
controversy ijs on the tempo and the
rate of increase of prices of essential
commodities

- Sir, in the.last so many years, we
are experiencing this phenomenon in
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this economy. Arguments are advanc-
ed by the Ruling Party some time,
that the price rise is a global pheno-
menon, Perhaps they could not do
something, Prices rise is not at all a
global phencomenon. There are count-
ries where this price increase does not
in any way affect the normal living
conditions of the ordinary people,
Why is it, Sir? Because, there is a
system where all means of produc-
tion and  distribution is not in the
hands of private monopolists, black
marketeers, hoarders or traders, That
is the system where you cannot mani-
pulate the market prices. There is a
" system where you cannot exploit the
people to your whim and fancies. The
fundamental reason, if I may say so,
I will have to say, is that unless you
make emphasis on that point before
going into details of the real ill of
our economy, Dbecause in a Socalist
economy, you cannot find this pheno-
menon of increase in rice in prices.
You take the price for the last 30 or
32 years, in respect of those countries
which have got Socialist eonomy—
whether it is China, Russia or any
other country. You would not find rise
in prices for the last so many years,
on essentia]l commodities on which mil
lions of people have to carry on their
lives and keep up the standard of
living. You would not find such a sort
of price increase. Then, why in our
country, even after 34 years of in.
depence, this dhenomenon of rise in
prices on essential commodities, is
going on unchecked_ If at all, a varia-
tion is there. it should be between
peint and points, Basically, prices of
essential commodities are going up
and people are put to difficulty. This
problem js not only connected with
the organised workers. The rise in
prices is affecting the millions of peo-
ple except a few who are in the affluc
ent section. This impact of the rise in
prices creates so many problems—
problems amongst the middle
class, problem amongst the house-
wives, problem amongst the unorga-
nised sector, problem amongst the far-
mers problems amongst the middle
agriculturists and problem amongst
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the lot of agrculture workers and the
rural poor of this country.

So, this js a great problem that
brings down the standargd of living cf
thra people and also creales social pro-
blem and so many tensions and con-
flicts in the soiety. The rulers of our
country have staled umpieen times
that they believe in free market eco-
nomy. This country's economy is tied
up with the world’s free market =co-
nomy, the capitalist economy, It will
have its own impact on the uverall
economy of this ountry also. Thig is
an unfortunate situation we are fac-
ing.

We have been discussing agbout the
rate of increase in the wholesale price
index or the rate of decrease in the
wholesale price index. We were also
discussing the other day- -about al]-
India consumer price index and its
variations. We have also been discus-
sing what is the impact on the living
conditiong of workers and how far
the Government is geing to roeet the
real needs of the people arising out
of the price escalations. But I am very
sorry to say that all these questions
we only superficially argue and dis-
cuss. The fundamental reason which
1 have stated js that our economy is
tied to a capitals economy, a capialist
system, where it is unavoidable, In
that contexct, the rise in prices of
essential commodities. ..is a question
that has been aggitating up in  this
country.

You saw a big rally of 5 lakh work-
ers marching through  Parliament
Street and demanding from the Gov-
ernment that the prices of essential
commodites have to be brought down.
This antiprice rise rally was .conduct-
ed by the various representatives of
trade unions respective of any party
affiliations, representing lakhs of wor-
kers.

This is also the case with agricul-
turists. the farmers, who constitute a
major population of this country, who
toil from morning to evening, who
create wealth of this country. They
have been agitating for the last so
many years because of the rise in
prices of essential commodities and
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also the rise jn prices of inputs by
which they have to do farming. They
are also facing the consequences of
rise in prices. Some is the case with
agricultural labour in lakhs and mil-
lions all over the country. They are
being fleeced because of the ever-in-
creasing rise in prices of essential
commodities which is being brought
about in this country by the wrong
economic policies adopted by the Gov-
ernment, the variougs Budget formula-
tions and the unlimited deficit financ-
ing and what not,

The rise in prices is not the con-
cern of only a parteular section or a
particular category or a particular
lass of people. It is a quesi.ion which
affects the middle-class, as I stated.
They find it diflicult to make both
ends meet with whatever thev earn,
whatever they get from the Govern-
ment ag salary, All categories of peo-
ple are very much affected by the
Tise in prices. This malady in the
economy is eatng the very health of
this nation. That is why this resolu-
tion of mine has its importance. It is
a resolution which is not confined to
any particular section of people. It is a
national question as to how we can
circumvent the situation. With all our
efforts in the last so many years, with
all sermons of building a welfare so=
ciety, with all our promises in the
electon manifesto and with all the
promises of the Government that
works, unfortunately, the Government
is wrecking the economy and it has
failed to check rise in prices and
to see that millions of our people are
freed from the clutches of rise in
prices of essential commodities,

Now, the unstion is: How is the
price  mechanism  working in this
country? What is the basic reason for
'thig price increase? While the Budget
debate was going on and also during
the discussion on certain Calling Af-
tention Notices, it had besn argued
that the wholesale price index is com-
ing down and that it is not being ref-
lected in the all-India consumer price
indev because of time-lag. But what is
the actual experience of the commecn
people who just depend upon the re-
tail shops for essential commodities?

New Delhi (dis.)
18 hrs,

The statistics that have been pour-
ed in regarding ihe earlier regime’s
period and also the present regime's
period, do not reflect the actual life
or the actual day-to-day livng  of
the common man,

Whatever may be the statistical jug-
glery that is being made, on the over-
all consumer price indices, the All-
India Consumer Price Index reflects
what it is and that is why Govern-
ment has to pay higher dearness al-
lowance instalments to the Central
Government  employees. That jtself
proves that the rise in prices is so
high that it s playing havoc with our
economy and with our community,

Mr. SPEAKER: You may continue
next time,

SHRI K, A. RAJAN: Thank you,
Sir.

——

18.02 hrs.
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