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The office of the General Manager 
Telecom Factories Calcutta has at 
present been directing and supervis
ing and coordinating the three de
partmental telecom factories at Cal
cutta, Jabalpur and Bombay under 
the Director General P. & T. New 
Delhi. The factories manufacture 
telecommunication equipments to 
meet the demands of the P. & T. and 
Telephone services of the country. 
A  fourth factory is coming up at 
Bhilai and there is a proposal to 
start another factory for which the 
site has not yet been selected. It is 
necessary to build up an efficient or
ganisational set up which will 
modernise and expand the factory 
and coordinate the manufacturing 
programme of the four factories in 
a better and more efficient manner.

At present, the General Manager, 
Telecom Factories, Calcutta is in 
overall control of the factories at 
Calcutta, Jabalpur and Bombay 
which has helped in proper and 
coordinated control of the factories 
and their devlopment.

It is understood that a proposal 
has now been n-.ade, in the name of 
reorganisation, for the upgradation 
of the posts of heads of Telecom 
Factories at Jabalpur and Bombay 
to the status of General Manager 
(with the rank of Post Master Gen
eral) and for delinking them from 
the control of the General Manager, 
Telecom Factories, Calcutta and fur
ther providing that the General 
Manager at Calcutta would be 
looking after only the Calcutta 
Factory. By this process, the pre
sent control level in the office of the 
General Manager at Calcutta is being 
done away with resulting in substan
tial dilution of the proper control 
and coordination of the three Fac
tories and also in phenomenal in
crease in the cost of production by 
not only raising the status of the 
General Manager at Jabalpur and 
Bombay but also by inducting more 
persons at the officers level. The 
present strength of officers at Jabal

pur and Bombay is already top- 
heavy. The move of reorganisation 
has been made surreptitiously and 
is not for the benefit of either the 
organisation or control of the Tele
com Factories. The proposed reor
ganisation has no relation with public 
interest on the other hand, it is to 
be implemented by creating posts at 
higher echelons and granting accele
rated promotion to a large number 
of officers.

There seems to be a move now-a- 
days upon political considerations to 
shift offices of various Government 
undertakings from Calcutta and other 
places in West Bengal or to dilute 
the importance of such offices. The 
employment potential in West 
Bengal will be seriously hampered if 
an important Central Gavernment 
headquarters established at Calcutta 
and functioning efficiently since 1942 
is wound up and taken away from 
the State of West Bengal. There is 
no justification for shifting the con
trol level out of the State. The ex
isting staff in the control offices of 
General Manager at Calcutta will be 
faced with losing all promotional and 
other service privileges and it will 
also result in the shrinkage of the 
cadre.

The move has created great re
sentment amongst the employees 
and also great uncertainties and the 
Government should immediately take 
steps not to give any effect to such 
proposals which will only embitter 
the relations between the manage
ment and the workers and will also 
prejudicially affect the State of West 
Bengal.

(iii) R e p o r te d  c r i s i s  f a c e d  b y  pad dy
CULTIVATION IN KUTTANAD KERALA

SHRI B. K. NAIR (Mavelikara): 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish to draw the 
attention of this House and through 
the House, of the Government of 
India to the grave crisis developing 
in Kuttanad, the rice bowl of Kerala. 
The cost of cultivation of paddy has
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reached exhorbitant levels, the yield 
has been steadily going down, damage 
and crop-failures widespread and 
frequent and currently the price has 
been going down to such low levels 
that the farmers in large numbers 
ate constrained to abandon cultiva
tion and leave their holdings fallow. 
According to an official estimate made 
some time ago, the loss incurred was 
Rs 500 per acre In actual fact, in 
most cases it ir.ay be anything upto 
six or seven hundred rupees

Kuttanai comprises of about
60,000 hectares of paddy land The 
cultivators number about a lakh and 
the workers dependant on agricul- 
tuial operation number about four 
lakhs The entire area, the entire 
population is facing desolation

I take this opportunity to make a 
fervent appeal to the Government of 
India to make available whatever 
assistance and iolief they can to 
save the situation A Committee of 
experts may be appointed immedia
tely to studv the whole problem and 
suggest remedial measures The  
scope and dimension of th e nreasures 
needed are entirely beyond the capa
city of the State Government to pro
vide
( i v ) R eported atr o c it ie s  o n  H a r ija n s  
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