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CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER 
OP URGENT PUBLIC 

IMPORTANCE

Reported unrest amongst the
STUDENTS OF VARIOUS UNIVERSITIES 

IN THE COUNTRY

SHRI HARIKESH BAHADUR (Go­
rakhpur): I beg to call the attention of 
the Minister of Education, Social Wel­
fare and Culture to the following mat­
ter of urgent public importance and I 
request that he may make a state­
ment thereon:

“Reported unrest amongst the stu­
dents of various universities in 1he
country.”
THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION, 

SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE 
(DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHITN- 
DER): As the House is aw,ire. there 
have been several incidents of agitation 
and unrest involving students, teachers 
and karamcharis in several universities 
in the country during the past few 
months, with the lifting of emergency 
there has been a sudden outburst 01 
rather ventilation of the grievances of 
students, teachers and karamcharis. 
The issues generally relate to admis­
sions, recognition of students’ unions, 
postponement of examinations, in ad­
dition to non-academic issues such as 
dismissal o f  State Governments, pro­
vision o f better transport facilities, dis­
putes in buses, restaurants, cinemas, 
theatres, etc.

Education and law and order are the 
primary responsibility of the States 
and it is for the State Governments, 
who have been advised from time to 
time, to attend to ligitimate grievances 
and pave the way for smooth func­
tioning o f the universities.

The remedies for the proWem? of 
unrest among students have to be 
found not by giving any encourage­
ment to those elements which seek to 
disrupt the system These remedies 
have to come through a joint endeavour 
°f all concerned, students, teachers,

karamcharis, parents, and the public. 
Political parties and leaders of public 
opinion in the country can do a great 
deal by discouraging the agitational 
approach. It is only an atmosphere 
of peace and constructive participation 
in the national life that the larger so­
cial and economic problems of the 
country, which, in fact, are also the 
problems facing the younger genera­
tion can be solved. It is my earnest 
appeal that all concerned will extend 
their fullest cooperation in creating 
an atmosphere in which our educa­
tional institutions can function 
smoothly.
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In early June, 1977 the Cent.-al Gov­
ernment had advised the State Govern­
ments to look into the legitimate grie­
vances of the students and ensure lhat 
forums are brought into existence to 
give representation to students, tea­
chers and non-teaching employees, 
to provide them an opportunity to 
make legitimate representations in a 
democratic manner and to meet their 
Just demands.
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SHRI SAMAR GUHA (Contai); I am 
sorry to say that I did not expect this 
kind of didactic statement from the 
Bducation Minister dealing v/ith a very 
sensitive subject involving the fate of 
the future generation of our nation 
builders. He has just enumerated 
some of the causes. I am sorry to say 
that the Minister should have gone 
deeper into the issues which are caus­
ing academic disturbances in the uni­
versities and the campuses all over the 
country.

Higher education h a s  becom? a l m o s t  

a  miserable mess. The campus c h a o s  

has created such a situation in a num­
ber of universities that I w a r n  the Edu­
cation Minister, if the situation is a l ­

lowed to be degenerated as it is t o d a y  

and if it is allowed to be degenerated 
further, no academician of any distinc­
t i o n  will a n y  longer agree to head a n y  

institution, to become the V i c e - C h a n ­

cellor.

What i s  happening? The V i c e - C h a n ­

cellors are being gheraoed. There was 
physical assult on the V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r  

in Burdwan. The gheraoe* and p h y s i ­

cal assults are going on. As to w h a t  

are the causes they are to be gone lnl#
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deeper. The causes enumerated by 
the bon. Minister ate not the basic 
caus«ts. There are certain basic cau­
ses. 1 do not want to enumerate all 
of them. I would just mention a few. 
The basic cause is, induction of extra­
neous politics into academic life of our 
higher education. I have been in 
patriotic service since my younger days. 
I have been in the teaching profession 
both in colleges and universities. But 
even with the worst adversaries of 
mine 1 have not indulged in any kind 
of politics in my university. There has 
been no disturbance in my class even 
on a single occasion.

AN HON. MEMBER: Does he leach 
even now?

SHRI SAMAR GUHA: Even in the 
intercession period, I used to take 
classes.

Politics is the basic cause of the mess 
in academic life. Secondly, there are 
political appointments of the Vice­
Chancellors, the teachers, even the 
UGC members and others. Then, the 
standard of education and teaching has 
fallen miserably. That has also to 
he gone into. There are several rea­
sons. In most of the universities, the 
examination results are not published 
in time. It creates a hornole situa­
tion for the students who want to go 
to different professions. There is lack 
of raport between the teachers and 
the students. 1 rember, in university 
days, we were fortunate to be the 
students of Prof. Satyen Bose and Dr. 
Gian Chandra Ghosh and what a 
sweet relation we had. Now that re­
lation is not there. How that relation 
can be cultivated, how it can be 
revived, no thought is being given to 
it.

There is another serious failure. In 
this House, in the earlier session, there 
was a lot of discussion about the stu­
dents’ participation in university ad­
ministration. I do not know how many 
universities have honoured the com­
mitment that was made by the former 
Education Minister at the Centre. I 
would just narrate a few instances. It

is no good accusing the students. There 
are porblems. But our students are 
not basically so bad that they cannot 
be tackled. They can be tackled if 
you have the mind to tackie them. It 
is the weakness of our teachers, it is 
the weakness of our politicians. The 
politicians are the guilty persons in 
vitiating the academic life.

It is just said that it is a State sub­
ject which is not legally correct and 
even practically it is not correct. For 
higher education, all the universities 
are being financed by the UGC and the 
UGC funds come from the Central 
Government. There have been innu­
merable occasions and there have been 
commission after commission at the 
Central level making recommendations 
in regard to higher education and its 
financing. I do not want to go into 
that now.

I think it is a very serious matter. 
Unless these maladies are removed 
from body politic of our education, as 
you say, I do not know where will 
we go; our future generations where 
are they going? For that reason, I 
want to know from the hon. Minister 
whether he thinks of convening, in the 
first cycle, a meeting not for one day, 
at least for days together of the Vice­
Chancellors of the different Universi­
ties to go deeper into the matter and 
to sort out the programmes and find 
out the solution. After arriving at 
certain tentative decisions on that, whe­
ther the Education Minister will try 
to convene a joint meeting of some of 
the Vice -Chancellors and alio students' 
representatives so as to find out what 
should be the permanent and long term 
solutions of the problems that are fac­
ing the teachers, the educational insti­
tutions and also the students in our 
country today. This is what I want 
to know from the hon. Minister.

DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN- 
DER: The hon. Member, Shri Samar
Guha, is an experienced Member of 
the House. So, it is very difficult for 
me to join issue with him. But even 
then being placed in this position. 1
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[Dr. Pratap Chander Chunder]

have to do it  He has said that my 
statement is merely didactic in charac­
ter. What else education can be? Edu­
cation, after all, is didactic. He has 
certainly indicated some of the points,
but these are not the only points-----
< Interruptions) We have noted and 
stated that there are academic issues 
and non-academic issues. Now the 
hon. Member has pointed out the 
academic issues. No doubt these 
should be properly tack'.cd, but 
there are nun-academic issues and 
ultimately his conclusion was directed 
to the non-academic issue, namely, 
politicians should not be involved in 
this matter. So, ultimate’, r the con­
clusion which I wanted to o’, ace before 
this House is that political parties ind 
leaders of public opinions 11. the coun­
try can do a great deal. That is njy 
appeal. I should centahily consider 
the proposition that the non. Merr.b*. 
has placed before this House, but I can 
assure you that I have already held 
meetings with the Executive Comm nee 
o f the Association of In'.i.v unlversi 
ties in this matter where pll the Vice­
Chancellors were present. Then we had 
a meeting a t Rajkot with the Vice­
Chancellors of all the universities. We 
are conscious of the fact, but as I have 
said, this problem is nit confined to 
the university system only it is a p-rt 
of the general problem of the society.

SHRI YADVENDRA DUTT t.Taun- 
pur): I have gone through thp very 
pious statement of the hon. Education 
Minister. But I can only say that 
it is a pious platitude, nothing more. 
The trouble has two sides There is a 
system of education which he has hin­
ted, which needs a ctunge b..c:iuse 
this present syseem, leads to 
intense frustration among the
students. Then there- is i  siie of the 
politicians and Vice Chancellors also. 
I know the Vice-Chancellors, Sir, who 
wished to divide and rule and will not 
stoop even to encourage students to be 
divided region-wise. I may be permit- 
ed. with all humble submission, to 
quote tbe cu e  of Aluarb University. 
There, it is the Vice-Chancellor who

was solely responsible for the student 
trouble. He had divided into azam- 
garhi and non-azamgrahi: Everybody 
had demanded, the union had passed a 
resolution, all the teachers organisa­
tions had passed a resolution, the stu­
dents’ organisations had passed a reso­
lution that an enquity should be held 
against the V ice-Chanceltor. But the 
misfortune is that our Education Minis­
ter lives in a dream of fantasy like the 
Wizard of Oz. The Vice-Chancellor' 
is called the absentee Vice-Chancellor’ 
of Aligarh. We had read in the new- 
papers that heads had I can broken. 
Similar is tl'e cas. ■ f M.;.:.ai>nl Uni­
versity. One of the non. Ministers of 
this House has admitted that injustice 
has been done and an excess has been 
committed against the students ot 
Allahabad University. What actiun 
has the hon. Minister taken on that.’ 
In Ranchi University— I am giving an 
example to illustrate.. . .

MR. SPEAKER: Not of every
University.

SHRI YA DVENL’R.\ J L T1: Because 
the student comuu i’ iy i» all ;»vei 
India.

In Ranchi, for 18 ir.ou hs the Engi­
neering College is closed- What sap- 
pens to these students: What hanpens
to their fate? The hon. Minister h.=-; 
taken no action. In view of all these, 
may I request the hon Home Ministi" 
to appoint an Inquiry Committee to 
inquire into the t ]rti>r,nship anc 
favouritism shown by the Vice-Ch;m- 
cellor in respect of some students a' r: 
teachers also and thi^p.n put a ?1‘'P 
to this grouping? On the other si le 
may I request the hon. Minister r- 
Education to take ver  ̂ seriously the 
question of complete reorientation of 
education in this country so that cd 1 - 

cation is directed to hopeful achieve­
ments of students and dees not 
them to frustration?
13 hra.

Thirdly, may I hope that he will talk 
to the student leaders, discuss 
them their problems <>nd see how f*r 
their suggestions can Le implemented 
or accommodated In the entire picture 
so that our universities and college 

Degree Colleges, Medical College*, and
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so on are not closed and there is no 
student trouble in this country and 
.student trouble in this country and 
life in their education.

1 hope, to these three questions, the 
hon. Minister will be kind enough to 
answer.

MR. SPEAKER: With the permi­
ssion of the House, shall we sit for a 
lew minutes more to complete this?
.. We may continue for a few minutes 
more.

DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN­
DER; i shall be very brief, Sir.

With regard to the first question 
about frustration, I have already been 
stressing the point that the whole 
educational system will be taken in a 
proper perspective. We are certainly 
trying to change the educational sys­
tem. There is now a confrontation bet­
ween the world of work and the worJd 
of education. Whatever education we 
are giving to our students, by and 
large, makes the students not 
only unemployed but, in some 
eases, unemployable. Therefore, 
the whole educational system is 
under scrutiny. From the primary 
level we are trying to intro­
duce the element of work, so thal 20 
per cent of the school time will be 
devoted to socially useful productive 
work, so that from childhood the stu­
dents will know how to work with 
hands and how to relate that work 
for the benefit of the community. If 
this system succeeds, then the source 
of frustration that the hon. Member 
is mentioning will be removed. That, 
of course, will take time.

Secondly, the hon. Member has re­
ferred to certain Universities. Of 
course, Aligarh Muslim University is 
directly under the Central Government 
but the other Universities are not 
under the Central Government. Even 
the UGC which provides grants has 
got no compulsive power. At the 
most, the UGC can only withhold the 
grants in future. Parliament has not 
authorised the UGC to take any penal 
measures. The Ranchi University and 
the Allahabad University come with­

in the scope of the respective Chan­
cellors who are governed by the Stnte 
Acts and not by the Central Act. 
Mentioning of Education being in the 
Concurrent List does not help us be­
cause, under article 73 of the Consti­
tution, unless Parliament passes auy 
law in that behalf, we have no execu­
tive power over these matters in 
which the State Governments can also 
make the law. This is the Constitu­
tional position.

About Aligarh University, we «ar.- 
not set up a plethora of Inquiry Com­
mittees. These are the two sides of 
the picture. I have sent for the Vice­
Chancellor. I have also met some ol 
the representatives of the students. 
It is a question of law and order. The 
whole troubles started with the nomi­
nation of a monitor in a hostel. Iwo 
groups of students clashed, and that 
led to the breach of law and order. 
Steps are being taken. Now, I under­
stand, peace prevails in the campus.

I would appeal to the Hon. Member 
not to say anything or do anything 
whereby peace may be broached again.

SHRI YADVENDRA DUTT: There 
is hunger strike in the campus: there 
is no peace.

DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN- 
DER: As I have said, a number of
instances may be cited. If you permit 
me I will just read one piece of rews 
which appeared in the Patriot news­
paper on the 27th February 1978— 
only last February.

“Italian students on rampage

Students attacked buses, 'ars and 
shops, threw petrol bombs and cla­
shed with the police in street protests 
here yesterday.

The protesters, continuing a wave 
of students violence which is sweep­
ing Italy’s universities and schools, 
were calling for an abolition i f exa­
mination pass marks.”

Now these are not concerned with 
Vice-Chancellors. There is trouble 
everywhere in the world.
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Postponement of examination, res­
toration of democratically elected 
students' unions and action agairut 
education Buthorities.
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fftsTT«ff U T ^ P T  ft »n^5 r |  I  3TT*Tft 

t[ far s^raft g r f t w r t  f t  w r f t  * 1 * 1 0  

• f t T s f t  I *Tft I  fa? f*T *PflT

^  *ft xttxt | i jnr *  i
f f t  v t f  3 r ^ w  ^ t  *T r̂ fn r  w p t  

•ft  1 k t t tt t  • f t  3 R m  % <t?tt 3f t  s r #  

f ^ i  fjr ^sftf^nrr «i*11̂ 1 % m  1
TTTTiT f%JTT *n f% f *  Trafttfft ft *mt I
5*r TraRVftr % ^rft fflfa rc#  yi^sr 
*rfa * r  rrtanm  f f t  f  1 ^rfatr 
f?r ?nmft S %  7T^sft% *ft ^Th«k 
ft *nr t  1 ^rhsnrrrt
sftr y^bfr tt fttaT
^  mrvhT^f ft | 1 ft v  rs ^hr 
^ T t frrrrTT ?' ^fra «Pt 1 f tft  ^

?ft ftc?r ^  f w  | 1 « tn  vn> «ft 
9fr#*r ?ft i r r w t  <twt =«râ TT fv  fara1 

W ITt ft m?T rTtarTTd Tf
3TTdt ^ «RT '+)«t^dt ft  utkti SJF TTcft

| «ftr ?*r f w r e  ?nr f t  arm |, 
9 ^ f t  'E y 'll st¥ »ii3 l ^ 1 ^rt^r-
m f t  ft  f t  ft 7T T  f l f t  $, fft^ TT
•>t j f ,  vi 1 r̂ ~i <n*i <rrfe ftft ^ 1 ^ f t

#^«nrrd ft vt ? r^ tt  »ft 
fnrTf >if «ft 1 $ftf tr tsn n rt v t  j r i i  ft 
^ r  % ^ttt Hi+^nr+ s r  sr^m ^t ft 
TfT <Tr f% iTITrT % iflsprH i ?ft 7T?R)f?T 
ft WFT ftft W  pifti'n ^ I
rRiftfft ft HPT ^PT f t  f*Tft
(TW T % f%?TR) Vi’VlH'i VTT M i  I 
f’-fvs—Tl ?TTTT •ft *TH<flHt Vt ft ft 
w rsr g r ^ n  qrePf f t  ^T?ft?r t f l ^ r -  

^nrt % ^ tr  ? w  ^ »nft ft s ’ jw  
f t  ’iTT | 1 5^  *T?fr arfftm^t ?RTfr v t  
'TV* 5 N fT  Rmr 3rT»1T ^nffft I fft^*TT,

snTHT, qfeq^rftj «n^ irRifft^r^ 
"TTH ®rrf? & ?T5 w f  q^r fta '

^ ? T̂ T qT 5TRPT WvTlft •73' «Tt*T JT̂ T
^ ft  ?fl1t n  m  ^ f t  1 wt€t
ftt?t ?Tm ^ft ?mr# ?tt ^rtftt v r
w i t  fcTPTT Hffl TT ff̂ fSTT ^ I UT*i-
^ ra ftt  * n f?  ft  f w t  •rr OT ^  7

»TTrTT I  1 ^  »n?TT ft ? f t  # »r
|, trtoRKt ft grt ^tsr | 1 qfw
'iti'M STTT I «*>«<; WT <mT
| I W  ^TfT >PTT | f̂h rrRT
% Hin ? 3TftT?T p̂t tl<.<f>IT •f • X tW R t 
HtTT n»*(i ^ f3RT% fHti ft 35PFt 
9 -W 7  I HTVTX ft ift TRT

| ft: wr ft j^ 'j riiTO «rw
5PT ^(ft I f t  »RT I  I ft

^Tf^T $  ft? w t  qfarrt $rt«r- 
»iTft f> ?rf ^ ? f f t t f t w f t  %
f<d<nI<T> 1T 4 -€f r is i {  <ni»fl ft^ft

**Not recorded.
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t f s r r  Ti'fift >r rY*rr<5 wd s n n rt  v t  ^  

t  v n  f«rr #5T ^  %, * 5  *n?r 
%  W  «ft ^TT ft*TT I
irrer % qtam rf % ^rrff to  irr ttct 

I  | im  nT«TT*ff strP^R % ^ T
j u t  <rr * f lr $  JTjPm *nr wctjst 

i  1 its? ^  qrarf *r ^  5tt?tt & fa; 
wat f t  *rqr ^  sfrr

W T f t  W T I  ? i»ft 3T^R ifr 

t  r ft*ft I farar
»T3ft i f t  % *(FTT ^ T T  ? fT 
% jftjfT R  * t  #ft3PTTTt 18 *TFT % 
W ftP F TT  ^  ^  t  I ^  ^  *?t
|  tf tr  ▼ ktt q r if  % *rnr?r | 18 
?tp t % ^tm rnr *rr imfy+T?: ^t, #tt^t- 
’TRt >̂T UrTT 5T, TfanTTT Vt W«TT tH’ 
^T^t t  1 ? r f t  7T «rrr
T̂TTT WiTT ?  I

MR. SPEAKER: You have already
taken seven minutes. You are trying 
to make a speech.

WW «W »  : t ^ f t  *FT W  $  far 
srnr fir*#  ift fv ^ fW rrz r  % r e -

( iM I  | (V rlll 3"3T7
TIT | W T  f o n f a f r  * t  f » W  'TT 7
TOfTT ?t *T*T? *T7« f t  ^ t  T m t#  ^  
'tfhi TT  VF^RPT *rr% TT vfk+77 fo*TT 

22 *TXTf % TRPTTT TT 
| 1 nfrtrt *  ftr,

fa f tr*  fV ^ f^ rp n ft  % a to  ftrair’ ff
W f l f  *f ^  *Tit % I T*T T̂T *TTTT

v f e  id w n O  % s f tf ir r y t  -m
f> I WTT w lil *Tltfl ♦M fPT

7$  anr fT  r^ V T T'T % ¥ &
«T*T tTTT TTT *Ktf ^TT ?

fmT% imt ^  *rt? f*T^rr jtt w*t f®  
JT f̂ i t  1 i n r i  v n r  ^ r  «nr t v r r  t t
73JT ^  I f*TT wnr "3WVt 3Wt»T it

HT^I ? XRT ^TT r f t  ftniT arr^nT

eft f^J^TnT *FT cO 'fl’ IK <l'»i-
jftfer lr «nrw »tft #»tt i ^  «nf 
| I TTJT'ftffr TT JT3FW $  rR % 
* r f^  *fV fsrr 1 vfn  % *rf f̂T #  
^HT ^t JTTlJift, T̂*tr f ^ ' 1 n  % •ftsvnT 
>̂T ^ fn ^ VnT^’TTi 5T*T

»̂TT ^  ^T% TtlFTTT ^T, KTf̂ «T 
TT T̂Tf JTTTTT 5Tft ^T 3(TcTT ^ I ?ft
JTB 3ft „or^l<n ^—  18 T̂RT
?T% MTrfHW. tfnnnxt t t  it?tt 
— 5*T rTT r̂PTTt ’mftT’TT % fŵ TTT ŴPTT 
ft ’TT 1 qrff % *t̂ wt |
ftren ij*ft ift «ft jRtti 'n^t % 5V |,
?ITT̂  f^T it t, r̂ STT JTSrt ^t
w  qr w? ?rtT f r  ?tt«t

T̂ " jp^T 'Ŝ THT f̂tfinT, f ^ w l i  
% jfrsi^Tsft »T 5t^ i t r  (ft* % ATcT 
"Ftftf̂ t, ^ift ■t('i*ll I

¥To wrm w r  v r  : w m hr n 
h f̂t Tf^nrnrt 5TrT T^t % ^
*T^T f  I t O ^ llO fjpTTTT >TTT ^Trft 

T*T*T ?t 7HT *T̂ t f  I 
f?T^t mr f^ r  Jrrt fsrt^rft s^t 
t , TT̂ f spt t f r  ’TT^p- Tt I  I

#  utt% f̂ rar »T t ?*tt f% Tiff f  it?  
*Hi*t TOPT I ITHT" JTpf rfrf ^t 3TRT ?ft
#  9f?T »t?TST ff̂ TT I

MR. SPEAKER; Now, the House
stands adjourned for lunch till 
2.20 p.m.

13.18 h n .

The Lok Sabha adjourned for Lunch 
till Twenty Minutes past Fourteen °f 

the Clock.

The Lok Sabha reassembled after 
Lunch at Twenty minutes past Four­

teen of the Clock

[Mr. Dbputy-S pxakir in the Chair]


