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fif s wrenn & & are-ar< are femma
@ fr g9 fried st & m A
T &, FafE faow & e e ey ¥
o o FY 1Ay =nfgw 1 5| faww @
atew 74 Far S e | w9 @ Ty
¥ ok aa Wy g e g ) a0 F
FIR[ ATRTY § FEAT ATRATE (°F ag a9
F game fg= & wfoat @ & A
@R 2 1 mi S wfawr w@h T
g 3 et # % fgedy #Y wfaat a8y
@l FET E 1 ag dfgam 7 & T
qIEAT 1 oA 5 | H A19E 3T
favma =7 &7 ag W Fvar # f fom
F AT A AT et ST AT A
g7 7 vEAr Aqfen 1 -
WMT AT TH TEIT AT AR EMT
FTfEm |

MR. SPEAKER: I may tell the hon.
Moembers that 1 have made arrange-
ments now to see that simultaneously
both Hindi and English versions are
laid on the Table of the House. But
there are certain practical difficulties
about major reports. First of all, there
is printing facility ‘which we are trying
tc augment..... (Interruptions) Don’t
record. (Interruptions)** We are iry-
ing to have both the versions placed

simultaneously.

(Interruptions) **

MR. SPEAKER: 1 am not going to
be dictated.

(Interruptions) **

MR. SPEAKER: Please do not re-
cog‘d.

Dr. Ramji Singh

Statements of PAC AGRAHAYANA 3, 1900 (SAKA)

294
(CA) ,

12.00 hrs.

CALLING ATTENTION TO MAT-
TER OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPOR-
TANCE

RrPORTED FALL IN PRICES OF AGRICUL~
TURAL PRODUCTS*

Lo TwaAt fog (WFEIIR) : oA
wgeg, § gfaradg @ ag| &
frafafas faur &1 sk #fw =R
fars weft 1 e feemar § AR
s Fxar g 5 g 3@ fauw § o
e R :

“styerfirs seareT qur #fw & fau
HTGF JIEAT &1 g1 § FlO geara,
fadqar 9@, A W JISGA F

H

@l # fraEe & awrane

THE MINTISTER OF AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI SURJIT
SINGH BARNALA): Sir, in the first
place ] would like {o bring to the
notice of the Hon'ble Members that
prices  of  agricultural commodities
are, by and large, marked by stability
and there has been no fall in these
prices as such whether we compare it
by the position as obtaining in March
1977 or a year ago in the closing
months of 1977. The all-India price
index for agricultural products in
March 1977 was 170.0 and in October
1977 it was 172.6. As compared to
this, the price index for agricultural
products for October 1978 comes to
1739 which is fractionally higher than
last year.

_ As regards the open market prices
of individual commodities referred to
by the Hon’ble Members, it may be
mentioned that the position in respect
of rice and jowar ig, by and large, stable;
in the case of bajra, the prices are
lower by 17.3 per cent as compared to
rather high level around this time last
year. Even in case of bajra, the de-

**Not recorded.



295 Prices of Agricul- NOVEMBER 24, 1978 tural Products (CA) 296

[Shri Surjit Singh Barnala]
cline is not significant as compured (o

the price prevailing since the last few
months.

1t may be pointed out that in 1977-78
we had a bumper foodgrain crop of
125.6 million tonnes which was 14.44
million tonnes higher than the previous
year. If thig is kept in view, the stabi-
lity in overall foodgrains price index
is really remarkable,

Prices of some of the inputs have
increaseq relatively more than those of
foodgrains or agricultural commodities
as a whole. For example, the prices
of tractors, electricity, and cement
have gone up since last year. How-
ever, due to special attention given by
Government the prices of some of the
important inputs such ga fertilisers,
diesel oil, lubricant oil have been kept
fairly stable. Actually, in tht case of
fertilisers Government has carried out
six reductions between July 1975 and
October 1977 including 5 reduction of
Rs. 100/- per tonne of urea carried out
in October last year.

Although the price indices for agri-
cultural inputs over the last seven or
eight years show a larger rise as com-
pared to the increases in the indices of
prices of agricultural commodities, it is
relevant to note that costs of above
inputs form a part of the total cost in
which human and animal labour, rent
of land and depreciation of farm
buildings etc, are all included.

As regards prices of industrial goods,
in some cases, e.g. cotton textile,
vanaspati, bicycles and soap increases
in price index are either comparable or
slightly higher than those in the index
of agricultural commodities. For some
ftemg of rural consumption, such as,
kerosene oil, utensils anq bricks the
price index is higher than that for
agricultural commodities.

The Hon'ble Members would appre-
ciate that keeping in view the increases
in input cost and other factors, Gov-
ernment has since last year given in-

creases in the procurement prices of
wheat, paddy, coarse grains and in the
minimum support prices for gram, as
well as groundnut soyabean and sun-
Aower seed.

The Government is keeping a close
watch on the prices of various commo-
dities and price trends in the agricul-
tural and non-agricultural sectors.
Measures are also being taken to step
up agricultural production through
research, development programmes and
provision of infra-structural facilities
so as to raise the productivity and
total returns to the farmer.

o TN Tag : maer wEy,
miY Iy W Y §F S FEmr
¥ SuE SR gy @ wegw fen
g & #fr A I agF # I fwa
F0 gE & AfFT aga gwad gu IRe
ag ATA FET 2 | AvAw AV @9
F1 w1 FaE & 3R & 9@, 1977 AW
7, 1978 F Fao T77 qiA ;1T &
et =g a5 | #1 g
f¥ /e gwrv Ffe a=gat & IR
17 I9% 9l § g guT § JafE
orifrr aegal & wear 7o oadadr
gE2 | WEAW H 77 H 2.57 AT AT
78 ¥ 2.58 AT | W IAT H
77" 1.89W1T 78 ¥ 1.76 | A
H4.31 8§ 92F 3.54 T W@ | T2
H o T 9T & w0 g d

my faodw @i a5 ARfw
Fegel w1 vy §, e A ot 25 55
¥ a3FT 26.25 3 WY AT H
28.27 ¥ IHT 31.17 & M@ |
# gz FT R quT T A7 Tgar Afww
7 adr dw @9 #1 fod w AW
FTwATor & FoF T & on &t AR
#w g& & o srenfors il & ol §
gt AR e M Iw T g
Ty T E
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T W2, w1 wEey, & o w7 wfus
qog Y dAT TEw AfFw 1974 F
1977 %, €N ¥ WA F {HA
{, A 1974 % 178.1 91, a8 1977
X ¥ 164. 7 & 191, T q< T
g o & 1 sYenfier eyl ¥ -
FY FIT FT 140 7 197 &1 77, A=
AR 226 ¥ 277 9T 1 LY HEIRA
TAAT T4 wrw FAY A gwr 1 T
fa s ¥ gEard ¥ THweAT W3
FHWT AN AE F W agrd E, T F
MM AT £, 79 a7 F7 @G (a1 8 |

“Rada’ W1 uF agfaa TEanT
-39 ¥ vy fwar & 6 feanat & f7a
¥g 9l 1T AT AT AYEN-HAT | T
fear war g 1 AVESE CHEeA ATSH
waIEy #1 feqiz ax fequit #73q g0
IqT TR —

Minimum support prices should be
fixed for the principal crops, both
food and commercial crops, and they
should be announced well before the

sowing season to facilitate investment
decitions by the farmers.

WAy gg g T g & fr A &
98 TfFeaT g I A woAr
Yot F1 ST A ] )

T FRET ¥ WY 3| qFEw A
FgT U4T—

The Committee observe that the
cost of production data made avail-
able to the Agricultural Prices Com-
mission at the time of consideration
of the pricining policy is generally
out-dated and incomplete,

The Committee understand that ex-
isting process of finalising the data
is rather long, which causes delay in
finalisation of the figures.

The Committee recommend that
Government should devigse suitable
procedure whereby the data made

available to Agricultural Prices Come
mission is relatively recent and fully
representative, s0 as to make for a
realistic approach in arriving at the
prices for foodgrains,

T F7 Ao § {6 gijwesx s
FHw & A1 freaer freX 20 Ty
¥ & &, o foa & fawme @ &0
#g am ooz o § Al TEfed
a7 forear g—

“The farmers’ due: An increase in
procurement support price is a nces-

sary incentive to persuade the farmer
to make greater afforts.”

grAfaw oree & f qod faa
3 ez @t g fad Afer Camem

-

o e ¥ faan Hew Y w2 frag
T8 I g

afrTre St e w1 fF amem
AT FAF-ATE FT AUE FEAT E,
qT ag W formar §—

The slightly: higher procurement
and support prices of wheat and gram
recommended by the A.P.C. for the
next sowing season are not likely to
provide any significant relief to the
vast majority of working farmers in
the country.

This loot of the farmers now has
assumed a new dimension, because of
the countrywide decline in the prices
of agricultural produce, and in sharp
contrast to the rapid increase in the
prices of manufactured goods.

There is need for building pressure
in favour of a fair price policy for
agricultural produce,

Y qe® A, WeaT wAET, AH
Frrsz § ot “seg-mifasy -
Ao’ w1 @r et 8 0 sw X
FAT 8—

“Price policy for rabi season: The
Government has done well in releas-
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ing the APC’s Report on the price for
wheat and gram for 1978-79 crop at
the start of the rabi season.”

# o7 sureT wEArd @ et
a1 T T ARE, dfE T
frae #on S § ool o
A gEETd B BT T T TEE
LT FHWA F TH ASS-AF FT A
FO 7 5 g ag Y1 qw q@dd
A g ol ITWETE &1 oSeTEd
F{MT | ITFTZEA T$ Tg o1 (% T
TIT { IR agi—AfeT ¥
% wa g5 qifaq gg E- oF fawe-
afrer ¥ swifam 7

It :is said that lower price of food-
grains would check inflation, but this
did not happen; so it is wrong to say:

“The rise in foodgrains prices has
been the single most-important elt-
ment in stoking the fire of inflation.”

wg qr €9 5 AT # fAg @
2 fF meT & T7 AN AT AWA
&9 g 77 faadt 7 9% feaer 1
IO VAT TR—TET ATH TF Z 1T T

“The issue boils down to a simple
argument whether an increase in
the price of farm products provides
an incentive for inflation, which the
Government and the people dread,
or whether the farmers, forming 75
rer cent of the nation’s population,
Lhave been singled out to be the suf-
ferers in the present day price-
mechanism"—Deccan Herald.

zafeg ag w5z ama g f5 it aw
N v STEAS FHAA F¥ qriAEy
oY, ¥z fradl & faens 9t )

“The Commission pursued an aim-
less course. From its very incep-
tion, its main idea was that inflation
could be controlled by keeping down

the procurement price. The course
of inflation lay in the monetary and
fiscal fields. The rise in the price of
foodstuff was the result and not the
cause of the inflation, which was
caused by the growing plan invest-
ment unaccompanied by a compara-
tiv:: increase in the national out-
pu .11

“The core of food policy for the
Iast 30 years hag been to run g
public distribution system to serve
largely metropolitan and urban in-
dustrial areas in normal times.”

@ & gox A frers 5o &
W &Y AT A9 # 3T F A ¥ qeAr
AT | gt AT Y ag & fF ag o
i< STede Fw A fod g,
S H AT Ay § AR A awg #r
fed smé e 1 ogeft o< ag s
sz fodE wg 21 AW i ow
qCF 2 A7 39 § o fafawarz sk
framt & sfafafu & iy 721 & f
TE FT 91T 120 F9F Few Ry FY
ST IW & A F @ ge 2} qrer
IET F e ¥ @I gU, ;@ oW
faaml & fau oot ¥ st T
AT G | WX NTZY UATSE
FI H GIEHT7 3T F4 a1 6T oy
T A FLaES § O ay v arfen
A 7 A A fe 1 gafag AT
9gHT g9 a1 97 & 5 w1 e el
& edt formmmt & sfafafuay & ot @
g FY qTT T, IT F T A
T AR & AT Y 7

T ara & 7@ FRAT Mg
FeaTA S FHII FT S0 &t A-
AW wimamifas ¥nw
Y TB 0FEET @ & W uiwesT
haferdt, afaarr & ot @2 dmfirs
§ o AR s < @ s o a2
foar & o7 & sfafafu & fr wr @
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afwa o1 war T wiafafa agr adf
& A |1 AT g 97 T FTHE
o) wredfAa sy F sfaffe @
Y 39 # w&Fd ?

T ama g 2 fr feami &
T FY A FAT AT 2, 98 Fra wAT
g =TT A AR A FAT 97, WG F
qrET # AT 97, growy fawedr w7
T 97 AT FEAEIg omf &y
FIAT TT | AT FT AT 3T ¥ FIAT AT
FH FE AT JAT FF AET FGT AT 797

AT 3T F AT H ANC GOGT [T
AT 37 @ATAT FT AAY A

FeTaT ?
FqTa 2 |

it gAY T AME (FET) /A S,
JTT AT w7 qq17 AFFTT )

ot groa fag aTaTa
gz FT W E F a9 X Jaw g 9

. (sa=am)
%Wq‘@rmﬁwa-’fﬁrmmﬁ
qsﬁam?agr{ war § & oget Twr
TiFeTT grEas FHee F sfage
FFaT g Fogy g S § )
oY wiw uqr @y ofr 7 o fodE o
Ft qg7 f& @ & 7z fgre & s
1 agHT THT EAA g TFTTETES FT 2

|ty Foa fag (FifamgR):
FLEATHI A A1ATE TR TE R

ot qra fag awwar o ST
FAgd Az fag ot ¥ 7@ & &
fawrg =gy wf &, ag @& & 5 %
TATFI A GAS A€ TG | g A
Y qg UFGIEISST AT § T FT ST
utfrdz far war 5 gget T ag
FEAgH AN g | A FTHr faFwa
Wt &1

-y

... ¥HET  FqEE

|
|

(CA)
=t quqee fag (ITOTETY)
Tg @A THE | TEA THE AN X
ar & v @

st goofa fag acamer @ Ew A
&R ¥ Rferwr 7 & aga AT
TFHTHTSS FT F T AT fF7aT &1
SO AL AR S LA )
fedY & gq =1 daar FT FAT WA
zq ¥ fq ga ¥ g FAraT FY A QA
fogmt #1 w fafreed &1 @few
AT  ATF I F AT FT o7 TTA=w
faar @1 &% | 9= a8 sy e @
AT @ W F arz s wifew, #
Fa¥z F1 7T FGAT FT (T AT

agt ag W w71 fn o e ®
Tad ¥ Trave AW T AT
¥ 120 TTY STEH T@A F q1G F &,
UF A 112-1/2 %97 7@ & 979 T8
oY &Y rwed § s S s mfee
§ 115 &F W@ A T FE |
IR W F W 125 TE_F a9
140 97 T@w &t fwwAosew ¥ & )
g7 g7 Il 9T a7 9% g &
oW faar SR @ 3w F aw FEer
fFar ST

§ Haq saA W A a7 ¥ A7 fF
ZAYET 1 AEfAS §9 ag0 § T9
weea frar war g oW 3@ oA
grgfas &1 % #3570 Fiforor &7 W
¢ a5 frwfzarzss & wew F1 F9
faar qur & 1 (wAA) =fF Fa
femr war ar % ¥qdeas Sewg &
watad ¥ wdrAmees FHifedrT wy
srefast T¥qu7 F77 qv 1% 57 v §
T ATHRFAE TIzdey F1 IEfew I
;M EYE L 3HF v § EY g oo
fas wx fear & 1 T Tt &
grsfew aga 39 I T TS

302
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(= geafta fag aTaren]

nay AT ¥ frany mzfaa v < §
HEATZALFTIT T FF FA K TI0E
F3T TZA TT FT A73T 1650 BT Y
57 IT BT FA FCT 1550 &7 FFar
TATE 1 1975-76 & ATHEAA3 ISHET
FT F7=FT 171, 2 971 W TAFHLT
FANEEST FT F=FT 157.3 90 |
1976~77 ®, TIHAT ¥ faqi & ¥7q-
BFTE FIEFTT T 375FF 175 F) 4T
T TNFAA FAMGNT FT 37959
157 ¥ I 158 AT 1w fF
1977-78 H aohaas SIEHET #1
TS 179 @I

whereas agricultural commodities went

up from Rs 158 to Rs. 174.

FAJT TAARZ F AT F a1 wrzfaw
¥ g ¥ 43 ITAIGRI gAT |\
A IHFIE WITFZT FT I78F7 175 &
179 AT T TNFFAT FAIEES
FTETSFT 158. 5T FL 174. 5T |
44 39 99T ST TFEAF §, AT qAFA,
1978 @F F A% qrq feuwd §—

For the manufactured goods, as on
4th November 1978, the figure was
1317, and for agricultural commodi-
ties, 173.1,

FEAAHAAAITIZE, FF A&
T 337 FRECE L & fF afemst F
Zr 73 w1 1 3aw 1 faey a5
qr 215 A1 5 3T e 27130790 1
fom A1 WIT FT IFTEAT 162 AT
ag A AT I% A7 aF 162, 4
qr | TIT FT A739 AZD I &
faa a7 7y 2 1 faed =T AT
iz ¥ =iz AT A et faaw
FT I ATAZ 56. 590 1 o w;ww
{52°qTEZ 2 | AT ATITFT 1976—
77 % 145.4 911 AfFT 1977-78
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FaZ £ 177. 971 747 T (0F TIF97
471 FF /T AT FT3TFT F7 1
T AYL 165 T AT TAT T FH AT 74T
g fFr 1976-77 & wY #Y Tga
STy uAYHaY & faEt W o
STSTRTE 1 v anFar & fai
H1976~77 ® 146 T 9 TFT AT,
fagr <19 169 &1 TN A IA W
135 7T AT a7 § 77 X9 7 Fpar @
AR H aga FAEr FE E aEr 17.5
T orAr g8 1 g o fefam &
T 7 aT TIL SR ], 1T qrieges
F T AT AT AT IFAAT T

W

TET aF F19 AT F TFIY 3 ey
T gTHT qrgfaT sq7aT 9Y Ffv= 37
g FwEE E | AT oA AT A
Wramrd g9 ara gaa T fafram
srifog feem #1 § S99 W o0 3G
FT R AT & 1 1976—77 § F& 90
wraq o1, fres et Iy 125 fawar,
T T FT WIS T 97 &7 FT g AfwA
fSe1 &1 |1AT [dT TF TG AT & 98
140 FTE | WEET &' T 1558 1
T g T HTT | TEAT AR TAF
g figg feg 70 & 1 19T w2 Ay
141 9 I TET A7 IFHT ag1 F 175
&35 fFar a7 W2 HIT F 225 T@
ag frg @@ & @9 FAET AT F W
150 & @1 #T 175 f*q 7O #
FUIETT 150 F FT 97 W |
Iar ZMR HT T@T FL 175 FT {330
T g

=t @z qaT fag A9 wgRA A
AT AradTy elo ¥THst fAg T ST
F T AT qAagdar ¥ Ag wa w;
gt Y wrex w1 arfag wA ORI
Fifrr Ay & wreEi o)X 98 § o
X FIAT FAEAT § AR q0FS TA00T
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afl a0 & wtm gwifors T E
Af wHraFarer R AT ) gt
& g7 § ag 77 § fr of Freai &
A Ao Al & g o @, &
et ¥ St WK frae 78 & Afew
g0 T S g fRT FT AR
& af wgx § O Y frrrse o
g g =maw & gev ¥ ar Fvar ey
YT FIY § W AR F qew ¥ firarae
®Y WiqUT F7q § 1 HAY AgwT  A=SY
wg Ay & fF aror qew v i e
w7 WY &, € F ag wHff A¥ FT AT
t | Slwc frr & arg ATy AT
wy e fire T &, gt AT wTIwr §
g & wat WERE & ATAAT LA E

& a1 gfaar WX H F AT Ay
®MHT FH T § T AT R AYET |
Afry AT W OF AT T WA T AT
wats foear § o we oy foar
AT 74T QY AT HY SR F AN AqW
geEasfF FwFIBIEIT ARZA
2w ¥ 91 e o g v feafy g
o IGT R ATH ART T GA |

q9 g "W Aaw ¥ 1971 WK
1977 F Y FT 3@ 1 1971 FY
sAET 1977 ¥ AMaA F ITW WEAR
& gfawg & o Gt & aw
297 WA TS gATH7A ¥ 1971 §
A FL 56 EACATES g & )
FY T F AT Ffq FT T =T
FTar § SF TW W Ayt feaw §
Afr= ~fy F FrrETe FX § o o
gt IEY @ 9 4 TTH 200 TIES
QY™ Y FF 97 250 q¥Ee T sATRT
FE I Fq IIF FBEFT

s} Wt T AWORY C ITIT R T AT

o wrraafag: F 9 73 7H

ggae gw fe g7 afd @ &

(CA)

g # froae @ | Ag 3aR fa3
widoaf) 3w w@r v A
arg & 33 a1 =g 5 forg @ e
¥ wfy ®Y qar F9F Aol A ¥ v
TF @ & F1 I WA ¥ A ufy-
ser W & S ar agt aw gNA ¥
for ag qga A A B 7 &ar
g [T #71 Faw 77 F fag Povar
qrex ¥ Ty g5 w¥T wtfe @1 A
B fr #fe T e 1 Il o o7
WTT T &7 I F T A1 T F ey
el e F A N WAy aF
7 g IT AT F7 fors w6 A Fofarwr
&G 7

Fa7 ag faset 1T 3RT A gFaTIH
IYE” gW T A T FE wfE g
9T UFTIRT TAET W, 48 A TS
LU

ar I ara 7Y o § & a5 wrAew
SreaTg Fragi e o & 3, 4 WA g
A= 7, g §,, It & Ay g
A £ & Sfedr AY arAT Faere &, ma &
STE HAT HAT E | AT 4 WHAT 9C T
e T #1 qret faar sar & @ ;@ ag
FT AT {1 4 W= F WL 9T 7@T
S ? oL q T oAEY ¥ arar 4
W 9 qTHT faer 78T 8, SYUF 917 9%
FEA F FAT F& ?

g & garar ©fy & AmAeAT wgr
1975—-76 % 1997 "4, T2 UTT WEFT
197 %7 7 W% g A fiv-wfa £ qmH-
TF 5gl 1975—-76 ¥ 400 9T I8 AT
T8 T 800N TE R | FAT 3T BRI
F g7 e fa - wdr S #E Imw
FIT ?
¥ @y T § gg W ST g fe
ety favafaeraa, sagaT AgE
favafaamea it oo favafaarem,
T AN FT A T FIE qTG NIFT
M &, A7F gw ;| § ?
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[+t == wav fag]
| W AT Y& ®W T
# @ gy feael wt arowe e
feat ¥ g aFR gD TR R ?
F¥ 5 10 T F7 qIHSAT A W
TAFH TR AL T ATHY 10 FATTEY
¥ FH QIR I AR AT QY
W IO g7 79 ¥ &y |
w1 5 gfee & faare #7% gu framai
S GRECICE IR S CI )
FG 7

st WA AR AL FIT AT
23 frwrae o1 @1 8, fFaT g e w1
JAH TG AT, AT @ |

7T g ot g ATt - o S T@
fRAFSaaTa IS | AT HETH Tg
a1 fF arorr T wa @ A w47 H gy @
7 ey qet § wit g @ W7 gEwr
g frar g &% " fF gmer aw fir
T &, TN agT § TS A0 @@ §
o1 R FEEH 709 AR T qg gEAT
farmr & 9+F it mEW W @
FTART & R |

Sar & g frar av f it o S
2,3 9T qg« IIH 4, Iq§ S¥ral
fry 7Y & | aToTe FY FRTE qTEE agd
AWy Tt A T AT few g @ A
aTAX FY ST 74 €Y I G A, IHG
qger 729V | T HTA 3EH 11 WU AT
T FT T GTET qTIH 85 WU AT
2 | 7Y STER 4 TS | OF AT A @
IEH TF T ¥ & 11 W FT gy
F T TA ATIH T AT A AT ATHE
¥ 7T, 9 gW @<ieT | R frEE
Y Tay surer faor oy, a1 HXF &
afF T @Y AY qW W @
g.ﬁ-afravn Z1aT @z ﬂaﬁ'ﬁ@'ﬂ‘ﬁtﬁ*ﬁ’l
o o grgw 9X gdqEAT 93 o

arfrr awer ¥ qur & R ol
AR oo o A ]
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w1 IEET & frar e oar ad
BT 1A e # feate fafeedt @
& ) E v wn ww fem ooy,
T gew frar oy 1 gAd @ e w
#1 WY foram 3, wifr R e Wy
& 39 A T 9 T T
2 T wwr g e faorelt, e wl
gwhm T FE 93 €3
® T FIT GO F G |

AT qTEr 7 gg o wET @
fo ot 5 aw oot e £ 0 A
fa § o= o frew & 9T F T me
o §, afew meer wew @2
AT W 8 | ZgEad FT qUAr g
qEAT & | FAL ST IAY qRT FEAT
a & 1wy fagr ofeors et F
fem sma, @ 7g o @@ gar 2
ger oo feen & @Y £ e wenr
WTa & | ITHY OF FAT ARET TG & 1
TAT-2 ETTA § GO AT FATRIAET
aE § 71 g7 Wil ) fewm F@ 2
faelt sty TS AT F1T fear §
fas Yoo g |41, o fodY oo sedTA
e Ofen & afag av =T qo fan
gATR | TN £3ew waHew F1 o femn
g fx ¥ Sy = g =fed a1 @

a7 =ifzm

7z 77 T § fe oara o Y &
WTE & qATaw q@ AT AR, AT
T FHYE FO & AT AT A T F7AT
g a1 3aw Tm nx FiF Afag, 7
T FIE AL F A & A =1 F@I
g, a1 9E% T gEe gr JIfgw | 1
wafea 78 & 1w e g
{ 1 wEA §2T Y, IqF AW HeAT A
qF7x Frd 14, 7 g0 G FT T € |

AT gawr 7 721 & = afmafed
¥ FTE WME NISFWA {OAT WG
Iia 5<rg gfatadt &1 faw faar



309 Prices of Agri- AGRAHAYANA 3, 1900 (SAKA) cultural Products 310

¥ # Y gffady 7€ @ 1 gra fa-
grar gfaafedy oY ga.< afaafedr &
®Fz® wUAd § | TugE g FAAE 7
Tg & T A1G TeF0T 108 T AT
F% 48 gamar § wR fga affeed 7
114 ¥C gamat & gady, gfafads
¥ WY guT o WA & HiT IEd
arz Ty arafaw e 7 orar €
SHRI DAJIBA DESAI (Kolhapur):
As the Minister will agree, there is a
fall in agricultural prices and increase
in industrial prices. There is an in-
creasing disparity in the prices of ag-
ricultural goods and industrial goods.
This involves (1) a policy question, (2)
the administration and (3) co-ordina-
tion. Last year the Janata Govern-
ment declared free trade, where the
prices of agricultural goods trend to
come down. Because, especially in
India, in the last thirty years, when-
ever there was free trade, the agri-
culturists or the cultivators had te
sell their produce in the buyers’ mar-
ket, because there is distress sale,
Thev are distress sales, but the in-
dustrialists sell their goods in a
seller’'s market. So, the first question
is whether the Government of India is
going to correct this policy so as to
give protection to the agriculturists.
Therefore, may I ask whether they are
prepared to overhaul the entire Agri-
cultural Prices Commission and its
terms of reference, because the terms
of reference include:

“Likely effect of prices also on the
rest of the economy, particularly on
the cost of living level, level of
wages and the industrial cost struc-
ture.”

That means. the Agricultural Prices
Commission is directed to keep the cost
of living below 3 certain level, and the
industrial cost structure at a particu-
lar level. That means they have to
continue to reduce the prices of agri-
cultural products. Therefore it is a
pertinent question whether Govern-
ment is prepared to overhaul the terms
of reference of the Agricultural Prices
Commission because it is on this basis
that the Commission is fixing the
prices. There are complaints that the

(Ca)

price of cultivation is not correctly
taken into consideration. The hon.
Minister stated that he has got the cost
of production figures from various uni-
versities and other authorities, but
they take into account only the cash
expenditure on cultivation, land rent,
interest on cash expenditure etc., but
not the cost of living of the, cultivator.
The problem of the cultivator is that
he has to spend whatever he gets from
the produce on his entire family. That
means, the agriculturist has to look to
the cost of production as well as to his
cost of living, but the Agricultural
Prices Commission is not directed to
look to these two things. So, that is a
major issue.

Secondly, there is the question of ad-
ministration, The Minister agrees
that this is the first time that they
have announced the support price for
wheat before the sowing season, but
may I ask the Government what hap-
pened in the case of rice, maize bajra
and jower? They have declared the
price only after the harvest. That
means there was no control on the cost
of cultivation as well as production.

The third question I want to raise is
this. They have declared the price but
who is to purchase? The State ‘Gov-
ernments have to purchase. Can the
Minister tell us that the entire pur-
chasing machinery in the country is
working? No. There are very few
centres. In the case of Maharashtra I
may tell the House that unless there is
a godown, they cannot open a centre.
In other States also, the position is the
same. That means they declare a price,
but there is no agency to purchase
even at the support price, which is the
lowest, and there is no money also.
So, may I ask the Government whether
they can direct the State Governments
to increase the number of centres, allo-
cate whatever money they require so
that they can open centreg at every
mandi, every village bazaar, so that
they can purchase,

The Minister might have heard or
read that in Kolhapur, nearly 50 lakh
maunds of gur come into the market.
But the prices are going down. They
have offered a satyagraha on the Na-
tional Highway Bundh. They are de-
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manding that the price of gur should
be fixed. May I ask the hon. Minister
whether the Government will fix the
price of gur in this season?

SHRI SURJIT SINGH BARNALA:
The hon. Member has questioneq the
removal of restrict.ons on the move-
ment of foodgrains. In the first ins-
tance, I would say, I think, this was
a very good policy that was followed.
It is a very successful policy. It has
shown results. Earlier, for some years,
the country was divided into differ-
ent zones and sub-zones. Even a dis-
trict was sometimes made a zone. An
agricultural produce could not come
from one distr.ct to another district
within the State. The restriction was
quite tight. In some States, when the
people tried to cross the border, they
were arrested. The people were very
much agitated against it as to why
there should be so much restriction.

What happened in those days was
that, for example, the price of wheat
was Rs. 105 per quintal, the farmer got
only Rs. 105 but ultimately, in Bom-
bay market, the wheat wag sellng at
Rs. 450 per kg. or Rs 5 per kg, and
in some distant markets, the price was
still higher and it was not available in
full quantity. Oniy the trader got the
benefit. All the benefit went to the
trader. nothing to the State Govern-
ment or the FCI. Now, by the removal
of the zones, there is a free movement
of foodgrains throughout the country
angd the prices are prevailing at a nor-
ma] rate throughout the country.

I have been to distant places in the
country 1 have been to the eastern
areas, far-flung areas, in Nagaland,
Meghalaya and Manipur and I have
abruptly gone to small shops on the
roadside and enquired about the prices
and the availabi'ity of foodgrains.
They are getting a'most at the same
price, just 20 paise or maximum 30
paise more than the price prevailing
at Delhi So, the prices in the whole
country have stabilised andq the avail-
abi'ity of foodgrains is good. This has
been the result of the removal of res-
trictions,
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He mentioned that in the fixation of
price like this, the consumers is also
taken into consideration and asked
what will be the effect on the entire
population. This has to be so. This
is very necessary because the food-
grains are consumed by the entire po-
pulation. It is a commodity which
goeg for the consumption of the entire
population. So, we have taken into
consideration all the factors, the inter-
est of the producer and the consumer
also. The interest of consumer also is
to be taken into consideration. Some of
the consumers are very poor and their
interest also has to be taken into con-
sideration.

Then, he said that the prices of
some commoditieg were fixed only after
the harvest. That is correct. I have
admitted that. It is for the first time
that we are experimenting it and we
have, for he first time, fixed the price
of wheat and gram only and not of
other commodities. We have not been
abl> to do that. But from now on, re-
garding other commodities also, we
will be fixing the prices before the
Crops are SOwn.

Further, he mentioned that in Maha-
rashtra, there are no purchase centres
and that the Maharashtra Government
is not purchasing. Of course, I will
go into this matter as to why they are
not purchasing at a particular centre
at Kolhapur or at some other place.
Regarding the purchase centres, we
have made efforts that there should
be FCI! purchase centres or the State
Government purchase centres. The
FCI is a’so setting up purchase centres
in the States where they are allow-
ed to do so because it depends on the
State Governmnt, If they want the
FCI to come and undertake the work,
they will so, as they are doing in Pun-
jab, Haryana and other States. But
if the States want to do it themsel-
ves, it is upto them to do it. So, my
effort is that purchase centres should
be provided in all areas so that proper
purchase from the farmer can be made
and the farmey is not made to travel
long distances.
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MR, SPEAKER: You have not ans-
wered one of his questions. What he
has asked was that the terms of refer-
ence are loaded against the cultivator.
He said that you are only looking into
what the consumers want and not the
cultivators’ interests,

SHRI SURJIT SINGH BARNALA:
We are having a fresh look into the
{erms or reference,

PROF. P. G. MAVALANKAR (Gan-
dhinagar): I am very happy that you,
Mr Speaker, selected this subject for
call attention, perhaps because noth-
ing very dramatic has happened and,
therefore, this subject came up for dis-
cussion and I am grateful to you for
that. I was also glad, as I just now
learnt, that you are also a Kisan! I
am also gratified that the ballot has
favoured me.

I came across this problem of agri-
cultural people, and the farmers in
particular, more acutely—I am frank
with this House—only in the last elec-
tion when I got my constituency chan-
ged from Ahmedabad to Ahmedabad
and Gandhinagar when more than 100
villages came into my constituency.
Naturally, 1 went into all those
villages and looked into their ‘pro-
blems at depth and then discovered
at first hand and afresh, because uptill
then what I learnt was copy-book
understanding of farmers’ problems.
Now what I understood was in a prag-
matic way and through a direct ap-
proach. Therefore, I am grateful that
I got this chance.

My first point is—I am glad that the
Minister himself is a farmer and, there-
fore, he has a special understanding
of the problem. It does not happen
that in a parliamentary democracy all
Ministers are necessarily experts of
their departments. But thank God,
at least Mr. Barnala is an expert in
what he is saying and doing. But
what I want to suggest is, and my
first point is, before I come to the
question Sir, T will be brief in my
questions—that for the last 30 years

(CA)

and more a general climate has been
80 created that the farmer is not only

neglected but is almost continuously
insulted. . ..

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Yes.

PROF. P. G MAVALANKAR: That
means that this government *will have
to do a lot in terms of changing the
face as also the emphasis because a
person who is at the very centre of
the economic activity ang a person
who stabilises the entire nation is not
only neglected, but on his face a num-
ber of insults are thrown. That posi--
tion and that aspect must go....(In-
terruptions; My friend, Mr, Kamath
says that it was due to the Congress
government. I am not interested in
this government or that government,
but I am talking in general.

Let us go into the facts. What hap-
pens in urban  areas? I come from
Ahmedabad, one of the major cities.
In the urban sector the people are
more vocal. there are more trade unions
and more strikes. Tmagine, if the
entire farmers' world goes on strike,
what will happen?....{Interruptions)
People will have just to give a thought
to thig problem. Thank God, our far-
mers never think in terms of going on
a strike, although they have got a
number of reasons to find out why they
are not getting justice, why they
ought to be more revolting and more
agitaing for their rights and demands.
Therefore, my first submission is: let
the Minister know, let the House know
—not that the Minister does not know
or the House does not know, but it
is worth repeating, that the rural peo-
ple particularly after the advent of the
Janata government and I am glad
about it, have n6w ‘become conscious,
awakened and alert and if, in this
background, the new" Jdnatg Govern-
ment is not sufficiently attentive and
is going on with the same old govern-
mental policy of complacency and’
carelessness, then you are heading
for danger. From that point of view,
1 am now asking him one or two very
precise questions,
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First is about the Agricultural Priceg
Commission. I want to ask Barnalaji,
First of all, we the Members of Par-
liament from both sides of the House
and in fact from all sides of the
House, have been demanding again
and ggain ‘for adequate and, if possi-
ble, more representation for farmers
and farmers' interestg at all levels in
the Commission. Why is the govern-
ment not doing anything regarding
that?

My second point is—my friend, Mr.
Dajiba Desai also raiseq it and I am
care the Minister knows—that the

rms of reference were lalgd down as
back as 1965 and 13 years have gone
tv. Why has not the government
taken active steps to rev.se these
terms? He is saying that he is doing
it. but I want an assurance on the floor
of the House that he will do it beforve
the end of the vear, and that the terms
cf referrence will be radically altered
to <uit the interests. the conveniences
ang advantages of the farmers angd not
merely the industrial sectors and the
urban people. If that is done, then I
am quite sure that will be a good
thing. Sir, I want to say the last
point about composition of members
of APC. The new Chairman of APC
ig Dr. Kahlon. He is a Dean from
Punjab Agricultural University. He is
an expert on the subject. He has also
said that mere appointment of com-
missions will not do. The terms of
reference to the Commission should be
re-constituted and the whole thing will
have to be looked at from integrated
price structure, I want an assurance
from the Minister that all these things
will be looked into.

13 hrs.

Finally, Sir, the Minister has talk-
ed about discussion with the Chief
Ministers. 1 want to ask him will he
impress upon the Chief Ministers—
-some ot them are Finance Ministers as
well—that when they go in for taxa-
‘tion proposals—because those propo-
sals are now coming soon—let them
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not tax the agricultural inputg in such
a way that the price automatically goes
up 200 times or 300 times and the far-
mers in spite of the good intentions and
investments do not get the returns.
The gap remains- and sometimes the
gap increases. What is he going to
do to see that the gap not only does
not increase but also decreases by a
rational, just and sane policy. He
should impress this fact on his col-
leaguc, the Finance Minister at the
Centre. If this does not happen then
I am quite sure the farmers will be
legitimately angereq and will be right
in revolting, and once the revolt takes
place then only God knows what will
happen to our country.

SHR] SURJTT SINGH BARNALA:
I have alrcady repileq earlier that 1
have looked into this matter of taxa-
tion. 1 have written letters to  the
State governments not to levy further
taxes and also to deerense the taxes
th.t are alrcady there. The other point
wis regarding APC. I have already
mentioned tha the terms of reference
of AP are under consideration, We
are looking into this matter.

Then he has mentioned about far-
mers’ interests on the APC, Sir, the
farmers’ interesfs on the APC are
protected. We have an advisory com-
mittee also. That is constituted by
only farmers. They were mentioning
about one member earlier that he is
not a small farmer and small farmers
representation should be there. I have
enquired from the member of the
APC, farmers™ representative and he
has told me that he has only six acres
of land. Six acres of land is not much
for a farmer. This is the information
I have received and I am sharing this
information with the House.

Then, Sir, he has mentioned that
the farmer has been insulted earlier
and he should not be insulted now.
We are making an all out effort to see
that farmer should bé given proper
place in the society that he deserves.
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use of language

MR._SPEAKER: The very fact tkat
a farmer has been appointed the Agri-
culture Minister shows that due im-
portance is attached to the farmer,

PROF. P. G. MAVALANKAR: The

terms of reference’of APC should be
finalised by end of the year.

13.03 hrs.

ANNOUNCEMENT RE: APPOINT-
MENT OF COMMITTEE ON THE USE
OF LANGUAGE

MR. SFLAKER: Sembers  are
aware that the question of lanpuuge
has bein raiced on the flpor. of  Llhe
House from time to time. At the
meeting heid by me with Leaderg of
Partizz/Grouns on 21 August, 1878 it
was felt that such matfers might not
be ruised in the House from di {o
day ang it would be more appropriate
if controversies relating to language
which are brought to notice by Mem-
bers are placed for consideration be-
fore 3 Committee to be appointed by
the Speaker.

The Committee shall perform such
other functions as may be assigned to
it by the Speaker from time to time.

The Committee shall give its recom-
mendations and views to the Speaker
on matlers referred to it with due ex-
pedition.

The term of office of the Committee
shall not exceed one year,

1 have accordingly constituted the
Committee consisting of the following:

1. Shri Jagjivan Ram—Chairman
2. Shri Dhanik Lal Matidal

3. Shrimati Parvathi Krishnan
4. Prof, P. G. Mavalankar

5. Shri ‘Samar Mukherjee

Report & Evidence— |,
J-C'
. Shri A. Bala Pajanor

. Shri Ratansinh Rajda
. Shri Rasheed Masood
. Shri N. K. Shejwalker

o = =
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10. Shri C. Subramaniam
11. Shri P. Venkatasubbaiah

13.85 hrs,

The Lok Subha adjourned for Lunch
!l Fourteen of the Clock.

Cieo Lok sablia re-asscwmbled  after
Loiock a: 11 miotes passed Fourteen
o the Clock,

|MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER in the chair]

MENTA!, HEALTH BILL

(iy ReporT oF JoINT COMMITTEE

DR. SUSHIILA NAYAR (Jhansi): !
beg to present the Report of the Joint
Committee on the Bill to consolidate
and amend the law relating to the
freatment ang care of mentally ill
persons, {o make better provision with
respect to their property and affairs
and for matters connected therewith or
incidenta] thereto.

(ii) EVIDENCE BEFORE JOINT Com-
MITTEE

DR. SUSHILA NAYAR: I beg to lay
on the Table the record of evidence
given before the Joint Committee on
the Bill to consolidate and amend the
law relating to the treatment and care
of mentally il] persons, to make better
provision with respect to their property
and affairs and for matters connected
therewith or incidental thereto.



