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STATEMENT  TIE.  DAMAGE  TO 
RAILWAY  TRACK  ON SOUTHERN 

RAILWAY  DUE  TO  CYCLONE

THE MINISTER OF  RAILWAYS 

(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE): Sir, 
I rise to make a statement to apprise 

the House of the widespread damage 

to railway track and suspension  of

train services on the Southern  Rail­
way due to the cyclonic storm which 

hit parts of Tamilnadu on November 
11th and also of the steps benig taken 

by the Railways to restore through 

communications which are so vital for 
the general flood relief work.

I, accompanied  by  the  Member, 

Engineering, Railway Board, and the 
General Manager of Southern Railway, 
visited the flood affected areas yester­

day and made an aenal survey of the 
places where  breaches  in railway 

track h id occurred disrupting commu­
nications. 1 also inspected, on foot, the 
railway colonies and station yards in 
the Tinichirapalli  area,  ] articularly 
at Srirangam. During my aerial sur­

vey, I covered the sections fromTiru- 
ohirapalli  to Thaniavur,  Nagappati- 
nam, Nagore, Kodikkarai, Karaikkudi, 

Dindigul, Sainudran, Karur and back 

to Tiruchirapali.

The cyclonic storm left a train  of 

destruction in its wake. Railway com­
munication lines were seriously  dis­

rupted, rivers and stream in the Cau- 

very basin  flooded and the railway 
tracks flooded and breached at  a 
number  of locations affecting  rail 
services  from  the night of the Hth 

instant.  Heavy damage was caused 
to the track, station buildings,  etc. 
especially Nagappatinam, Thiruvarur, 

Kodikkarai, Pudur, Karur and Golden 
Rock.  A major bridge across Amra- 
vati river, consisting of 20 spans  of 

50 ft. each, has been seriously damag­
ed and 6 piers aloi*g with their  ad­

joining  girders and track  washed 
away.. Flooding of track has occurred 

at a number of locations between Vil- 

lupuram and Tiruchchirapalli on the 
main, as v/ell as the chord lines, Ti- 

ruchchirapalli-Dindigul, Tiruchchirapa 
lli-Karur  and  Dindigul-Palani 

Sections. Extensive breaches to track 
around Tiruchchirapalli had  isolated 
Tiruchchirapalli from all directions. A 

number of railwaymen’a colonies have 
been inundated forcing the inhabitants 
to take shelter on railway platforms 

etc.  About 25,000 railway  families
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have been affected. The estimated loss 

to the Railways due to the cyclone is 
approximately Rs. 1.5 crores.

As a result of the above  damage, 

train services on the following sec­

tions had to be suspended from 12th 
instant:

(i) Tiruchchirapalli-Erode  (B.G.)

(ii) Vridchachalam-Tiruchchi- 
rapalli (M.G.)

(iii) Tiruchchirapalli - Dindigul 
(M.G.)

Civ) Dindigul-Palani (M.G.)

(v) Vridhachalam-Salem  (M.G.).
(vi) Mayuram-Karaikkudi  (M.G.)
(vii) Thanjavur-Nagore (M. G.).

(viii) Thanjavur-Mayuram (M.G.
(ix) Tiruturaipundi-Kodikkarai
(M.G.)

1 am happy to inform the House 

that due to the untiring efforts of the 
Railwaymen, who have been  working 

round the clock, ii has been possible to 
restore by yesterday through communi- 
ciatons between Madras anj Tirchchi- 

rapalli and to Madurai via Karakkudi 

and Manamadural This  restoration, 
which has been done in record  time, 
will greatly assist the Civil authori­

ties in the  distribution of essential 
commodities such as foodgralns, POL 

products etc. Restricted  Passenger 
train services have also been introduc­

ed on these sections.

The Tiruchchirapalli-Dindigul  Sec­

tion, which has been damaged at va­
rious places  along the track, with 
lengths of breaches aggregating to 5 

kms. in a stretch of 50 kms. will be 
restored in three to four weeks time. 
On the Broad Gauge section between 

Erode and Tiruchchirapalli temporary 
bridging work will be taken up in 

hand on the Amravati river. This will 
be completed In 4 weeks’ time so that 
rail traffic on this section can  be 

restored. After my inspection of the 
flooded railway colonies, I am satis­
fied that prompt relief measures have 
been taken by the Railway Adminis­

tration to alleviate the sufferings  of

the affected railway staff, Advance pay 

has been given to needy  employees 
and 1 have also sanctioned Rs. 1,00 
lakh from the Railway Ministers’ Re­

lief Fund and other Railway Welfare 
Funds, which will be utilised for the 

relief of the worst affected class IV 
Railway employees. '

On return to Madras from my visit 
to the flood affected areas, I met the 

Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu,  Shri 
M. G. Ramachandran,  and apprised 

him of the progress in the restoration 
ojf all rail communications. I have also 
assured him that the Union Govern­
ment  will render all  possible assis­
tance to the people and Government 
of Tamil Nadu in meeting the situation 

created  by  the  cyclone  and 
floods. Honourable Members are aware 

that some more colleagues of mine in 
the Union  Cabinet are visiting the 

State and an official team will also 
go there to assess the damage and re­
commend the quantum  ot a&si'.tance 
As far as the Railways are concerned,

I may assure the House that all pos­
sible efforts are being made to restore 
normal train services as expeditiously 
as possible.

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE (How­
rah): There is a disturbing news that 

another  cyclone is likely to strike 
Madras  coast today.... (interrup­

tion.)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: If all of 
you persist in speaking, nothing will 

go on record. No discussion on  the 
statement.

PROF.  MADHU  DANDAVATE: 
Sir, I do not want to disturb the pro­
ceedings. but the anxiety being  ex­

pressed by my colleague. Shri Mukh- 

erjee, is a genuine one and  people 
are very much worried. The news had 
appeared that a cyclone is likely to 

hit Madras by  this evening. That was 
the newspaper report. I was in Mad­
ras yesterday. On the previous day. 

the same warning was given. And our 
latest information is that the cyclone 
is at a distance of 250 miles  from
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Madras and all precautions are being 
taken fay the State Government to see 
that necessary action is taken.

SHRI C. N.  VISVANATHAN  (Ti- 

ruppattur):  I talked to th e  Chief 
Minister this morning. la the hon. Mi­
nister giving us the afternoon news?

PROF.  MADHU  DANDAVATE: 
Yea.

SHRI C. N. VISVANATHAN: Then
it is all Tight

PROF.  MADHU  DANDAVATE: 
This is the latest news that I got 10 
minutes ago

15.20 hre.

MOTION RE: TWENTIETH, TWENTY- 

FIRST AND  TWENTY-SKCOND RE­
PORTS OF THE COMMISSIONER FOR 
SCHEDULED CASTES AND  SCHE­
DULED TRIBES

AND

DISCUSSION ON  THE  EMPLOY­
MENT OF  SCHEDULED CASTES 

AND  SCHEDULED  TRIBES 
IN SERVICES AGAINST RESERVED 
QUOTA—Contd.
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