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STATEMENT RE: SITUATION IN
JAMSHEDPUR

THE MINISTER' OF HOME
AFFATRS (SHRI H. M, PATEL): T
wish to make a brief statement on the
situation in' Jamshedpiit. The Home
Seeretiiry  Hiag been in- touch with' the
Govemment of Bilar in regard to the
tetisioti that Had' developed in® Jath-
shedbil” corgequént upoh’ a dispute

régaviliny the~ rofite of Raningvitni
pitcersitt. The district aubhioritles
Had not: agrée& to a route nsigted

upon’ By the’ oiganisérs und the pro-
ceiilon wiig not’ tAkén on the Ramba-

vatiy day. Sbme preventive artests
has been made,

Day before yesterday, an agreéirent
was reached whereby the procession

would have, by taking a slight detouf,

avoided certain sensitive spots. YWhen

the proceéssion was taken out on the

11th, irotible unfortunately broke out
near ‘thig- sersitive’ area and: this soon
escalated. The police” had $p resoft
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to firmg on a number of occasions.
There are reports about private fire.
armg having been also used. There
were a number of incidents of arson,
and stabbing.

Curfew was imposed and the Army
was called to aid of civil power in the
evemng. The Army is now patrolling
in jamshedpur:

According to information received
on telephone from the Stats Govern-
ment, 80 persons were injured and
anly one charreg body was recovered.
According to information from other
;murces eleven persons have lost their
ives,

We are in constant touch with the
Bihar Government. Two Ministers of
the Bihar Government, Sarvashri
Shankar Prasad and Zabir Husain
have reached Jamshedpur yesterday
evening,. The Chief Secrstary, wne
Home Secretary and the IG of Police
of Bihar have also left for Jamshedpur
todsy morning for an on-the.spot
study of the situation.

According to another telephonic
information received at 2.15 P.M.
from Bibar Government, the situation
deteriorated when curfew was
relaxed today. There have been
several incidents of arson and  police
had to open fire on a number of
occasions. The situation in Jamshed-
pur is very tense, Additional reinfor-
cementy are being despatched.

We are keeping in touch with Bihar

Government, and will see that  all
nevessary asalstance is msade avauable



