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STATEMENT RE: SITUATION IN 
JAMSHEDPUR

THE MINISTER OF HOME 
AFFAIRS (SHRI H. M. PATBL): I
wish to make a brief statement on the 
bituatiofi in jatftshedpur. The Home 
Secret kry had been in touch with the 
Government of Bihar in regard to the 
tension that had’ developed ixi- Jtatti- 
shedpuT corisequferit ujkrtr a <&ANte 

the rotate of Rtatttfvtrtni 
precision. The district" autfeoMUes 
lift’d riot4 agreedto a route insisted 
upon: by'1 the’ organisers «nd this pft>- 
cefcsfori was not taken on the Rantna- 
vatiii day. Some preventive arrests 
Ms been made.

Day before yesterday, an agreement 
was, reached whereby the procession 
would have, by taking a slight detour, 
avoided certain sensitive spots. When 
the procession was taken out on tho 
11th, trouble unfortunately broke out 
near this sensitive area and this soon 
escalated; The police had to reflott

to firing on a number of occasions. 
There are reports about private fire, 
arms having been also used. There 
were a number of incidents of arson, 
and stabbing.

Curfew was imposed and the Army 
was called to aid of civil power in the 
evening. The Army is now patrolling 
in Jamshedpur*

According to information received 
on telephone from the Stata Govern
ment, 80 persons were injured and 
only one charred body was recovered. 
According to information from other 
sources eleven persons have lost their 
lives.

We are in constant touch with the 
Bihar Government. Two Ministers of 
the Bihar Government, Saryashri 
Shaukar Prasad and Zabir Husain 
have reached Jamshedpur yesterday 
evening. The Chief Secretary, ttie 
Home Secretary and the IG of Police 
of Bihar have also left for Jamshedpur 
today morning for an on-the-spot 
study of the situation.

According to another telephonic 
information received at 2.15 P.M. 
from Bihar Government, the situation 
deteriorated when curfew was 
relaxed today. There have been 
several incidents of arson and police 
had to open Are on a number of 
occasions. The situation in Jamshed
pur is very tense. Additional reinfor
cements are being despatched.

We are keepingin touch with Bihar 
(Sovemment, and will se® that sill 
necessary assistance is made available.
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