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CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER 
O f  URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE
Loea by ova to root m TV  studio, 

Srinagar

SHRI RAJENDRA KUMAR 
SHARMA (Rampur); I call the atten
tion of the hon. Minister of Infonna- 
tian and Broadcasting to the following 
matter of urgent public importance 
and request that he roay make a state
ment thereon:

"Reported loss to the tune Of lakhs 
of rupees due to fire in the TV 
Studio, Snnagar On 3 April, 1978 and 
action taken against persons found 
guilty for the incident.”

PROF P G. MAVALANKAR 
(Gandhinagar:) : I do not know whe
ther I should call it a point of order 
or a pomt of submission with regard 
to this matter. I remember reading 
the proceedings of Parliament during 
the last three days, the Minister has 
already made a statement on this 
when the Ministry’s demands were 
discussed.

MR SPEAKER: j  got the matter
looked into, my o f f l C e  gald that the 
Minister had not covered this point

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA 
(Delhi Sadar). It i* absolutely wrong, 
the Minister did make a statement on 
that matter, before the discussion 
started You can ask the Minister 
Your information is absolutely wrong.

PROF. P. G. MAVALANKAR; You 
can ask the Minister whether he made 
a statement or wot... (Interruptions)
I f he has got any fresh evidence, addi
tional matters, important news, he 
may give. Rut what is the point in 
repeating the same thing?

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Mavalankar,
this point did strike me. I asked the 
Office to cheek up the Minister’s 
apeeeh and after we got it checked up,

I allowed the question. All that the 
Minister said was:

'1  would like to inform the Home 
that according tp information avaiL. 
able, a Are broke «ut in Srinagar 
Television Studies at about 1.15 A.M 
this morning. The fire lasted upte 
about 4.30 this morning. The malm 
studio has been affected seriously 
by the fire and the adjoining con
trol room and technical areas have 
also been damaged. The Security 
Guard and the Chowkidar On duty 
acted immediately fighting the fire*"

He has not given the details nor the 
assessment of damage. Nothing of 
that sort. Perhaps he did not have 
it at that time That is why, We 
allowed this question.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION 
AND BROADCASTNG (SHRI JAG- 
BIR SINGH): As the House is al
ready aware a fire broke out at about 
115 A.M. on 3rd April, 1978 in the 
Studio complex of Doordarshan 
Kendra Srinagar. The fire was de
tected by the Chowkidar and BSF 
Guard on duty and was immediately 
reported to the fire brigade which 
reached the scene in about 7 to 10 
minutes Doordarshan and All Tndfr 
Radio and other staff rushed to the 
scene with utmost speed. Concerted 
efforts brought the situation under 
control by 4.30 AM.

There are two studios at Srinagar— 
a large and a small one The 
studio and the associated controlled 
areas were completely gutted. The 
loss is estimated at about Rs. 05 lakhs, 
comprising equipment Rs. 50 lakhs, 
building Rs 5 lakhs, and air condi
tioning and coustic treatment Rs. 10 
lakhs.

Police are investigating the of 
the fire State Government has en
trusted the case to the Criminal In
vestigation Department whose report 
is awaited. However, preliminary 
indications are that the fire may have 
been caused by a short circuit.
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Director-General, Doordarshan, 
Chief Engineer and the Planning Offi
cer rushed to Srinagar in the morn
ing oi the 3rd April itself to supervise 
salvage operations and restore nor
malcy in transmission. The staff ol 
Dpordarshan, A ll India Radio, BSP, 
Police and Fiie Brigade showed 
exemplary team work and dedication 
to duty in fire-fighting and salvaging 
the equipment of the order of Rs. 125 
lakhs.

iStcsto wore tdken immediately so 
that there was no interruption in 
tegular programme transmission 
Micro-wave equipment was flown 
from Delhi by an Air Force plane. 
Out-door broadcasting van was moved 
up the Shankaracharya Hill and an 
improvised studio was set up near the 
transmitter on that hill. Usual trans
mission of 4 hours was telecast on the 
evening of April 3 itself.

I have also visited Srinagar on the 
4th of April and seen the measures 
taken myself and would like to place 
on record my appreciation of the co
ordination and team spirit exhibited 
by the personnel tjf both the State 
and Central Governments.
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12.32 hrs.
ESTIMATES COMMITTEE

T w e l f t h  a n d  F if te e n t h  R epo rts  a nd  
M in u t e s

SHRI MUKHTIAK SINGH MALIK 
(Sonepat) Sir, I beg to present the 

following Reports and Minutes of the 
Estimates Committee-—

(1) Twelfth Report on the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Irri
gation (Department o f  Irrigation) 
— D e v e lo p m e n t  0r  Ir r ig a tio n  Facili
ties

(2) Fifteenth Report on Action 
Taken by Government on the 
recommendations contained in their 
Seventy-ninth Report (Fifth Lok 
Sabha) On the Ministry of Educa
tion and Social Welfare—Youth 
Education, Youth Welfare and 
National Integration.

(3) Minutes of sittings of the 
Committee relating to the above 
Reports.

12.33 hr*

MATTERS UNDER RULE 377
(i) Non-payment or wage? o f  Wor
kers o f  tw o Sugar M ills m  Dwwca 

and Gorakhpur Districts
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