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[Shri Satish Alarwal] 
AN HON'BLB MEMBER: Time 

gould be Jiven fOr all the varieties. 

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: How 
can I give an assurance on behalf of 
other Ministries. It is for the 
administrative ministry concerned 
to take a decision. 

So, Sir, the criticism of Mr Anant 
Dave was based on mis-understand
ing about the present levy. This 
present levy tlas been levied parti
cularly in the background that I 
have submitted. There is no ques
tion of funding it separately. There 
is no need for it. It will not serve 
any purpose. If there is a separate 
export council and as to what bud
getary support should be given that 
can be considered separately. 

Lastly, Sir, I once again thank all 
the hon'ble Members who have 
participated in the debate and made 
valuable contributions. I have been 
benefited very much by their views. 
All the relevant points will be taken 
up by me with the concerned minis
ters. So I request all the members 
to pass ihis Resolution unanimously. 

MR. DEPUTY-8PEAKER: There 
are two amendments-amendments 
Nos. 1 and 2-by Mr. Dajiba Desai. 
He is absent. I shall now put them to 
the vote of the House. 

Amendments Nos. 1 and 2 were put 
and negatived. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The 
question is: 

"That in pursuance of sub-section 
(2) of section 8, read with sub
section (3) of section 7, of the Cus

toms Tariff Act, 1975 (51 of 1975) 
this House approves the following 
notificatiOns of the Government of 
India in the Ministry of Finance 

(Department of Revenue). name

ly:-
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turmeric (St. Bel.) 

(1) No. G.8.R. 21(E) dated the· 

9th January, 1979, increaain8 tile· 
export duty on raw cotton to. 
Rs. 2500 per tonne; and 

(2) No. G.S.&. 34(E) dated the 
20th January, 1979 levying an 
export duty at the rate of Rs. 1500 
Per tonne on turmeric in powder 
form and a t the rate of Rs. 200() 
per tonne on turmeric in any 
other form, under the new Head
ing No. 25 in the Second Schedule 
to the said Act. from the date of 
issue of the said notifications." 

The motion was adopted. 

15.44 hrs. 

RAILWAY BUDGET. 1979-8o-GE
NERAL DISCUSSION 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now, the 
House will take up general discussion 
on the Budget (Railways) for 1979-80. 

SHRI NIHAR LASKAR (Karim
'ganj): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, I 
think our Railway Minister must have 
been deriving some satisfaction that 
he has been able to present this year 
also a surplus budget. We do not 
grudge his satisfaction. What is sur
prising to note is that in his speech 
On the railway budget he said that 
the increase in freights and fares 'Will 
not affect the railway users. But does 
he realise that by a single stroke he 
has imposed a burden of Rs. 178 
crores on the railway users? In effect 
it represents 7 to 8 per cent. of the 
total traffic receipts of the raDways. 
There is therefore no doubt that pri-
ces of all comodities will go up. In 

fact, it has been calculated-roughly 
of course-that price increase of food
grains will be like these: 

Rice and wheat is likely to rise by 
14 paise more per quintal. 
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In respect of other commodities the 
rise is as follows: 

Pulses:--16 paise. 

Salt for edible use-24 paise. 

Gur Shakkar and Jaggery-35 paise. 

paise. 

Khandsari sugar-35 paise. 

THE MINISTER OF AAILW A YS 
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE;: Why 
don't you quote in terms of kilo
grams? It will appear less. 

15.46 hrs. 

(SHRI RAM MURTI in the Chair) 

SHRI NIHAR LASKAR: You can 
calculate this. Increase in edible oil 
is 54 paise. Increase in chemical 
manure like urea is 1.75 rupees. In 
reagrd to chemical manure like sul
phate of ammonia it is Rs. 1.51 and 
in respect of sugar 11 paise. 

Sir, the likely increase in freight 
rate per tonne in respect of other 
commodities is as follows: 

Coal-4.5. 

Iron and steel like angles and 
bars-15.40. 

Iron ore-5.5Q. 

Manganese ore-1.90. 

So, Sir, when they say that that is 
not a burden on the railway users, 
I cannot accept this proposition. 

. This burden will be more so in the 
North Eastern ;Region. The people 
who are living far away from the 
main areas will be hard hit. 

Already we have been gettinj;l fran
tic telephone calls and also telegrams 
that kerosene and other essential 
commodities are out of the market in 
Assam anti Arunachal Pradesh and 
other areas. The etIect of this has 
already been felt on the entire north
eastern region. The people there have 
to depend for their essential goods 

from distant places, from Bihar anel 
other places, which are beYond 5O()O 
K.M. where you haVe imposed the sur
charge of 10 per cent on all goods. 
This will aft'ect the entire economy of 
the entire eastern region. 

For industrial raw materials also 
they depend upon areas far away 
from their own areas. All these cumu
latively will affect the entire economy 
o~ the region. By better and by effi-
CIent administration the Railways 
could have avoided the loss dUring 
the year. . 

We find the Railways expect to' 
carry 205 milliOn tonnes of goods this 
year. <IS against 211 million tonnes 
during last year. This is in effect 
about 40 million tonnes less than the 
target. I may say, this shortfall is 
not out of control of the Railway Mi
nistry. 

We know that there was a demand 
for wagons all over the countrY. But 
the Railways could not supply the 
wagons in time. Number of trains
were also stopped. It was stated in 
the House. It is said that there were 
no coal supplies and So some trains 
were cancelled. But the coal autho
rities say that there were sufficient 
stocks. but the Ra.ilways have failed 

• to lift the coal from the pit-heads. The 
Railway Board did not anticipate all 
these things. There has been lack of 
coordination and so all these losses 
came about. 

Then there are other areas 'Where 
substantial savings could have been 
made. 

My friend, the hon. Railway Minister 
!thould remember that when he used to 
speak from this side of the House as 
an opposition Member he used to speak 
that there is considerable scope for 
reduction of wasteful expenditure in 
the Railway Board. We don't know 
what has happened to him now. I say 
this becauSe expenditure on the Rail-
way Board it is increaSing year by year. 
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SHR1 K. GOPAL (Karur): He still 
.holds the same view; but unfortunately 
he is not able to do anything! 

SHRI NIHAR LASKAR: There is 
substantial scope for reduction in waste
ful expenditure on the Railway Board. 
I don't kn·.Jw why he has failed to do 

.anything in the matter. It is increas
ing year by year. In the last ;, years 
it has increased by 60 lakhs or so. 

PROF. l\'IADHU DANDAVA'fE: Look 
at the entire working expenditure. It 
has gone down. 

SHRI NIHAR LASKAR: When you 
were on this side of the House, you 
used to speak about the Railway Pro
tection Force which is incurring heavy 
expenditure. I think, you have not 
forgotten that you used to say that it 
is not RPF, that is, Railway Protection 
Force but pilferage force. The expen
diture on the R'PF has been increasing 
tremendously. In reply to a question 

in this House, You stated that the GRP 
bas intensifted its efforts and has taken 
all the preventive measures, but in 
spite of that, 1\"e know what has been 
happening. People are afraid of going 
by train. Everyday, we hear about 
reports of robberies, looting of trains 
Bnd other crimes. This all shows that 
in spite of the expenditure having gone 
up on RPF,there is no effect thereof. 
That is because there is mismanage
ment in the Railway administration and 
it is faiHnl to take effective measures 
In this dlftCtlon. 

The number of pilferage and theft 
cales is increasing. Durinl emerlency, 
we all know what happened. In sta
tions like Mughalsarai, we were able 
to minimise the damage, but now again 
it has gone up. The persons engaged 
ID this sort of activities are back on 
ibelr job in a big way. What preven
ftve steps are you going to take in 
-t!ti8 direction? There is nO indication 
:in your speech to this effect. 

Then. we are aware of the extent of 
-corruptl. '1 that is rampant in the Rail
ways. Starting right from the resel"-
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valion of seats, it Is there even at the 
stage of entry into servIce. It has been 
brought to my notice that in the North
Eastern Railways for entry inl0 the 
lowest cadre, people have to pay a 
premium. This is known to the Rail
way Board and the Railway AdminiS
tration. Who has to stop that? We 
hope, the Railway Minister, who is an 
honest man, will look into these things 
very seriously and take some stern 
measures to end corruption. 

The hon. RailVl-ay Minister has taken 
certain very goo a steps, for which all 
hon. Members WOUld, no doubt, con
gratulate him. For example, he has 
introduced long distance classless fast 
moving trains. However, I would like 
to point out that you have not connect
ed the North-Eastern region with any 
classless fast moving train. Tinsukhia 
train is, of course, an important and 
good train, but it is not a classless 
train. In view of the policy enunciat
ed by you in your speech, we expect 
that you will introduce a classless 
superfast fast train right upto Dibru
garh, the farthest eastern point in the 
railway map. Further, you can save 
four to five hours in the journey time 
in the train. This train is for catering 
to the needs of the people in the eastern 
region, compriSing Nagaland, Mizoram, 
Manipur, Tripura etc. For that rea
son, the New Jalpaiguri should be the 
last point. Beyond that, there may be 
less Dumber of stoppages. It can ct'.me 
direct to Delhi with a few stoPPllies. 
In that way, yoU can save another four 
to five hours. 

As I \1I"8S saYing, Tinsukhia mail is a 
very gOOd train. There is a corridor 
system also in that train. SOme time 
back when I was travelling by this 
train, I found that all the corridor waa 
packed with passengers. When all the 
coaches and berths are reserved, I do 
not know, how these passengers could 
get entry into the coaches. This should 
be looked into. These trainS aTe meant 
for long-distance passengers. More 
amenities should be provided and there 
should not be overcrowding. Person. 
and railway otftciall is responllble fOr 



~ should ~ found out, and stepa 
t_k,n .gainst them. 

We are also glad that the Railway 
Minister have visited our area person
ally to study needs of the area. The 
north-eastern region deserves Special 
attention from the Railways. It has 
been neglected all these years. I do 
not know why. Even during the days 
of the previous Government, that area 
has been neglected. It has continued 
to be neglected. About the six projects, 
these are also old projects. You have 
,iven clearance to them. Here also, 
YOur intention is not clear. 

The only project for conversion from 
metre gauge to broad gauge is between 
New Bongaigaon and Gauhnti. For 
that the sanction which was given this 
year is very meagre. I do not know 
whether you can complete that work 
in 1980 as you haVe ·said. If you can 
assure us about it, we will be glad. 

You have taken up 6 projects in the 
north-eastern region for each of 
which you have provided Rs. 70 lakhs. 
Only in one project, that is, the cons.. 
truction of Gauhati-Barnihat, you have 
provided Rs. 1 crOre. I do not know 
within how many years you will be 
able to complete theSe projects. These 
are small projects. .If there is a will 
in the Ministry, it can be completed 
this year alone. What is your inten
tion? Please tell us. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: I 

will complete it and then go. 

SHRI NIHAR LASKAR: Out of 
these 6 projects, 3 are in my district, 
Cachar, Silchar. You have said that 

you have already appointed a General 
Manager, to look into the new Brahma
putra bridge project, and all these 6 
projects. If possible, you can have the 
headquarter of this new General 
Manager at SHchar. It will help your 
work, and the local people will also 
Bet some benefit. OUr people, i.e., the 
people in the area. are demanding thiI. 

The 3 projects, namely, Lalalbat to-
Bhairavi, SHchar to Jiribam and' 
Dharma Nagar to Kumarghat, have to
start from this district alone. So our 
demand is that the Project d.M.'. 
headquarters should be at Silchar. 

There are certain local problems in 
my constituency. It is said that most 
of the branch lines are running at 
a loss. There are reasons for . that. 
The Railway Administration does not 
lOok after these branch lines properly; 
for example, we haVe the Katakhal
Lalaghat line in my constituency. It is 

really a wonder how the trains move 
there. There is a thread-like track. The 

distance is about 38 Kms. It takes 3 
hours to cover that dis:ance. It comes 
to about 10 to 12 kilometres per hour. 
OUr people call it the bullock cart train. 
Kindly remove this bad impression 
from the people's mind. In the modem 
day"~, E:ven bullock carts go faster, 

That again this branch line, Katakhal. 
Lalaghat branch line which is owned 
by a private company. I have been 
demanding fOr a long time that this 
should be nationalised and I insisted: 
upon the present Railway Minister 
that he should take immediate action 
on it. Last time, when We met, I sug
gested that it should be nationalised 
and in his letter dated June, 22, 1978. 
the hon. Railway Minister had written: 

"During the meeting of Members 
of Parliament in respect of North
east Frontier Railway, you had raised 
a point that the Katakhal·Lalaghat 
line should be nationalised as, with
out nationalisatlon rio improvement 
of the section is possible. Your pro_ 
posal to nationalise this line has 
been noted for examination." 

16 brS. 

But till nOW I have not got any reply 
from him. I hope by this time you 
have taken a decision on it, becau:,e 
the new line which is going to Mizoram 
has to start from Lalaghat and as such 
half of it Is under your operation and 
halt of it will be in private hands.. 
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"This cannot be; so an immediate 
decision sho~d be taken and I hope 
you have already taken a decision on 
this; when you give reply I hOPe and 
expect that there will be some positive 
response to my request. 

Because of partition, our district has 
been cut off from the main area and 
the only communication to Gauhati is 
~o~h the hill areas. After my long 
agItatiOn both in and outside the HouSe 
the fast train from Silchar to Gauhati, 
Barak Valley Express has been intra
·duced. It is a very popular train, 
SO always then is a rush. It is diffi
cult to get entry into this traia and 

·we were therefore demanding another 
fast train. It was conceded once. Now 
when I raised it in the Board's meet
ing, I got a strange reply frorr.. the 
Railway administration and th~y !':aid: 

"One more pair of additional train 
from eachar to Gauhati OR the 
Lumding-Badarpur Hill SectiOIl is 
not possible at present dUe to limited 
sectional capacity of the section and 
non availability of MG diesel .... 

This cannot be the ground for Regating 
4 popular demand from this area. Thia 
is not only serving eachar but also 
entire Mizoram and Tripura. We hope 
that this demand for an additional fast 
train from eachar to Gauhati will be 
conceded. 

Silchar Railway station is an old 
station, it is a terminus also. No im-
provement is there. It is one of the 
'great revenue earning stations. It 
bas only one platform. If there are 
two trains, people are put to a lot of 
difficulties. There is a need for ano
other platform and also provision of 
other passenger arnenitie!!. It needs 
Ir..odernisation and improvement cons
truction of overbridge. etc.' This 
should be done. 

In respect of some other small 
matters, I have had soml'! correspon
deuce with the General Manater of 
that N. r. railway. There is need for 

a flag station between Talbhum and 
Chndkinra on DhArmanagar-Karim-
ganj line. I do not know what hu 
happend. Till now this fieg station 
has not been sanctioned; it should be 
sanctioned immediately. 

There are some other matters which 
should be locally adjusted, such as a 
small crossing to be provided on the 
PWD road just immediately north of 
Kani Bazar on Karimganj-Dhar
managar line. I had raised it in the 
Boards meeting and it was said that 
due to lack of cement it was not taken 
up. It is an astonishing reply; I do 
not understand it. At least by now 
the railway crossing should have been 
provided on the PWD road north of 
Kanai Bazar on Karimganj-Dharma
nagar branch line. The gates should 

be provided there immediately. 

They say because of lack of cement 
they could not do it. It is really 
astonishing. 

In my constituency there are a large 
number of stations where electricity 
connection has not been provided, All 
stations should be provided with 
electricity. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE· We 
have said about that in the Budg~t. 

SHRI NlHAR LASKAR. Whatever 
other suggestions I have m'ade, I hope 
the Railway Minister has taken a note 
of them and he will look into them. 

P;ft ~" ~~ pftT'il~~): ~
qfu ~Rlf, ~cr. CfF f1Ji71l;; f!li 'f.T ~~ q:3fC . .., 
fro 'f."~ T. f;~ it ~ ;r.'(:fT ~T <fiT ~TfG<t; 
ara-rf ~T :qT~?n ~ I m\jfi~T ~, CfT~ ~ 

~T llfcr.T ~, ~ ~;:rnT tfrcl ~: !/TT~ 
it ~it ~ ilT~ ~T ~~ it ~Ia'f( ~ 
arn: li';;r$ CfiT ~ CfiiI?: trw ~ ~ I 

'" ~ ~ m ~ 'ffi sr<tm: "fiT f1f;uzrr 
;:r(t iIlT1fT'I1fJ'fJ I ~~ orr<~ ~ ~ 
it; ~ IfiT Ai<T4fT qy .,.m '11fT t I 
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f g ~)trr ~T ifil'tT ~ f~ ~)?;I' 
:nr-~'n ~ 11'11' it ~ ~ 'liT ~ ~, m 
qt t~)tft !fiT '" f6'1' I \<if it ~ ~'1T 
t I tt ~T ~ ij- fri ~Q'1'T ~T 
"fT~T ~ f'fi ~ ~., ~rm !fiT f~'ffir n: 
ij~fWd'lai", mn: 'Ii(, il'R il'1f~. ~ 
fff ~T~ ~T ~T ~ to, m ~ ~ 'tIT o~'fT 
~I 

~ ~T *If t ~~ 'liT ~-
~ t fCfi ~~ CfI!i ~il ~ t ~~ it 
245~~tq'q ~l"'1'f~ t I ~Q'1'T~ 
a-;rufw m t<,;f f.r1rJ1r it ~ ~ ~ it 
~ ~r CfiTlf f~T t I '4fil1: ~ ~;i t 
125 orti' ~ ~~Hf 'fiT ~, QT ~ ~~ 
~ri ~ 'Ps'iffi ~ f.t; ~~ ~ ~ t 
ftfirri'm; f~ it fm ~ ~T~ !fiT q-f~
m ~T f~T ~q'T 'fr I ~ Qifi f.y; ~Gf 
1924 if ~~ RfHif«'i1 'fiT ~~ f~
fn Q iI'~ fCfiq'T iflI'T 'fr, ~ mJtf 'liT 
m 'fi fui'1'lmI f~ if ifiW q-f~ 
if'(Y pT I ~ lAfT ~ it ~~ 
~~ ~I'ilf. rnT 'fiT ~c J;lq ~~ tt!fi 
~~~~~I 

~~ q-f~ff;t 'fiT ~ qftGJTlf ~ 
~T f'fi irn i" i:Pf-lf ~ 9tt ~~ it 
~ ~rR \;IT~T, \VfCIiT forCfirn ~TtrT 
m~ ~ci 'fir \1r <rft~r srlJfu ~Tm, f~~ 
~ 'fiT sr~fQ if ..rt «~T fil'WrT I 

W~~1"ll ;;rr~ eN if B ~ it 
Gfffi <fiT ~T W1JfaT cif tJi ~, ~ ,: f~ 
m:CfiH , ~~r ~I~q' (t'q'T ~~ f<.f1n1T 
~q'1JfT~ j ~ q'T~ ~ I ~<iq'r :{, CflfTJI' ~r'i it 
~ f~ nu~) <fiT WiliaT ~T 
~~2", ~"ITf 1; ~Tif ~ ~r \;ITQr t I ~'1' 

~ ~ it ~~ ~ ~ !fiT \n1 t 
~TiI' ij- ~!fiT ~T ~ t I ~ (fA 

1I'i Qifi it if9ifi !fi) ~IIT ~ ~T 'fT, 
~mqt~it~~~qN 

apf flIi1fT t I ~~ ~ 31ft ~ \SAm' ~ 

~ "'" ~'I ~T I ~ 0<Ii a;ft mr 
'lIT Gfffi t ~'1'.t. ffl m l.: ~ CfT~T'1' it '1ft' 
zmrr ~ «<ti€t ~, ~ifi ~i 1fflT« it '1ft' 
?;I'm rn ~ ~ ~ 'fiii!1j'g m'l it 
?;fT~ rn ~ ~ ~tt ~ ~ ~TGf m 
~T ftnfTlI' ~!TJT ij' m~ ar, ~ il~ ?;I'T~ 
~ ~, ~t. ~l ~ iIgO GIlT ~u 
~T I ~ tt!fi ~mT~T Cf.« ~ I ~iti 
f~ lfr.r-r~ lAfT ~ iIllTf if; Iffi{ ~ I 

"~ ,,~)~ : ~T 'fiT ~ 
~TtrT I 

,,) ~~..ru .~!~ : ~T cit lfiTlm 
~Ttrr M'""" Ii"ffi ~lh: ij-~ ~ 'liT ~ 
~'1'{fr cit q;r~T ~mT ~m f~ ~ 
cr'fTlf CfT~ fifitt q, f~ cit ~ J;lTiCffir'l' 
f~lI'T 'fT f'fi ~qRT ~ ~ ~ ttl' 
~ilt f~{f <fiT !fi1'f ifitm, ~t f~ it ~~ 
trgQ iflT Cfirlf ~T t I 

«T'f ~ f'fiErm cit ~ lf~ If""~ * it "'~ ~ lfJ'Slflf ij-~ ~ t f.t; Q'II"{ 

fCfi«r'1'; !fiT ~~ f~ri ~{Z~ ~ fctf-R 
ifiW ?;I'T ~Qj-;ft ar;) ~it ifj f~ ~rft ttl' 
~cit 1ft Cfi ifw;:r mT ~l~T, ~~ 'I) ~ 
argcr ~if'lr:r ~ ~ ~ v;:« ~ f~tt it 
lfT'1"1'1"ll lfi'~T;it ;tt arlfCl'R ~T "'llCfT 
~I 

<nIc 'fir ~Cfi ~-.rn- ~r fill~{fT ~ t 
fro J;I~r Q~ 7jfT ~T i:;;rif~fl' r~.r ~r~ 
;ti Of'1T~ ;Jfr (~ ~ ~ ~(Jsf~ iriifC 
mr~ ~J;lr;p~ q, ~ifjif ;q-OI' 'fir OI'H . ~ 

~T~~ mfut~~ ~~ ~T~ Gl'frir 'fiT 
Sffi't Tll Jl'l'rIPi ~r \3fT it f'PH ~ I ~ 
f.Il1:rm 'fiT 'IT qj'J~ ~TtrT m ~ it; 
~tq'~ it ,r4 ~T I {{Til {t ~ iliT 
~ ~ iII1 Cfif<1r~i);;r ~A it ~ 
iIirit §finn mwt I 
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rllfr~~] 
~'Ift~it~~~it 
~~ ~it~wm:~ctt 
~ wFt t I W4ft O<ti \ill ~ ~ 
~vfim~~if;tJ 
~~<tiWgw.~vrr I ~fnli
~e~f$~!l1'1 1ft m ~ f.f;lrr vrr ~ 
nlt!t ~\iIl~<tT ~t M ~ 
~ ;ft ;;mIT t f.f;' mft lIT 'filf ~ Cfilf 

~ <f1f O<ti t ~ ~ ~ m"4" ~ 
rit in; ~~ ~ if B ~ilT 
<A ~ ~ ckRlf;ft ~ <tT ~ I 
~ 1ft ~ <tT W=r~ it ~ ~l1ft I 

fFPr ~ 'f>1" ~ :f.r 'liT ~ 
Rurf ~ ~ ~ if f;r.l:rr ~ ~ m 
~ it ~ ;ft orA" t I lr;fFr. ~ it 
~: ~ ~ 'fiT qr.fT;ft ~ ~JT 
pr~~ I ~tfRt'WfT~~ 

~itw~~~~<tiT~ 
Wcm~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~fidfif; 
~~wr;ft~~~m.:~ 
~~rn~ I 

~ ~ ;;y;rer !ftif ;ft ~ iRT t ff1f 

" tmr (I1Ii ~ 307 ~ if'lft "'~ 
1If ~ ~ 'S: ~ ~ ~ R;:r It>1 
('r~lf¥.~ I ~~m 

:...~~!-~ ~ .• 
~"'~I "'I"'~ (>.<:'11"'" ~~'Am 
iIft~~~cf.r~m? I 
~ m if; ft;rn. ~ ~ <it ~iPfT 
IIi'{'fff ~ ~ I 

~ it m ~ l1nft ~T it 177 

"t~.lff~lii <it ~ cf.r ~ 'liT Cf.T;;f f:f;lrr 
t ~ 1ft lfT'f.;r.ff <f.r 'lfr-JTJif :f.\' ~ ." . 
it ~ ~Hlf(flq;:fr1m., ~.~f.t f;::q-r ~ 
~ An: 'fft ~ ~~ 1;4rlT<w!: ~ 

~~I 

~ ~n ~ ~ <tiT \ill smTl'tT 

~~ it~~ ~if fctiIrrt 

~ fiIi tt'Mqfaie dft4(ij.,IC ~ 
it~~tm~t:fiIi~~ 
~ ~~~t-rif;~
lr.fit~~~ I 

~;ft i1n: <tiT~ ~ ~~ 

~~it~it~tm ~ 
~T~m~fir.~~if;~.,.w.~ 

mlI1 it ~ 'liT ~ <r ~ <tiTT ~ 
~~W~~f.r;~~rit 
'if11T ~ rit ~ 1t'fi ~ ~ ~ fu!: 
~ I ~ if, f",r~ ro;ft ~ ~~ ~ 
'liT ~ f.r;lfT;;rr W ~,~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ GATt m ~ t. 'fi'{t IR ri 
<tiT <tiTIi ~ W ~ m lfi@ QO\lI f".?t f'tim 
'liT ifi1lT ~ W ~ I ~ m 'fi'nft ~ ~ 
tt if, ~ ~ ~ B~ ms., ~ itT 
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SHRr o. V. ALAGESAN (Arko
nam): Mr. Chairman. Sir, I join my 
ether friends in congratulating the 
hen. Railway Minister for having 
presented three consecutive surplus 
budgets. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hat trick. 

SHRI O. V. ALAGESAN: Some call 
it & hat trick. But r do not believe 
that it is a hat trick. It is a very 
genuine thing. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: I 
was a r:ri·~1(c1.tr in the p-.~t. 

SHRI O. V. ALAGESAN: If yo.! 
take the two years 1977-78 and 1978-
79 together, though the etltimates 
have varied, if you add up the two, 

it comes up to the same. He has pro
duced a surplus of Rs. 154 crores. For 
the Budget year, he has converted a 
deficit of Rs. 89 crores into a surplus 
of &S. 89 crores by imposing stiff 
lf~\'ies on passenger and carriage of 
goods. If he had avoided that, my 
cl'ngratulations would have been un
reserved. But now it has to be 
qualified. When the hon. Railway 
Minister presented his budget, we dtd 
not have the General Budget before 
liS. Add the levies that have been 
imposed in the General Buciget to the 
kindness of the hon. Railway Minister. 
It presen~s :; huge figure. II is aver:,' 
5tiif dOse of taxation on the people. 
Add the hike on postal charges. it 
easily comes upto Rs. I,OOn crores. 

PROF. MADHU DANDA V ATE: Are 
you suggesting that in future the 
Railway Budget should follow the 
General Budget? 

SHRr O. V. ALAGESAN: I am not 
suggesting that. We now have the 
benefit of a full picture when we 
discuss your Budget. To imagine that 
this stiff dOse of taxation of R~. 1000 
crores and huge uncovered del-kits 
both last year and this year, will not 
push up the prices and the people will 
not suITer more and infiatic\O will not 
ir.l'Tease is to ask for an economic 
miracle. Even with the best of luck, 
the Janata Government cannot have 
such a miracle. All this wilJ add to 
the miseries of the people by increas
ing costs, prices and so on and so 
forth. Another simihrity I found 1s, 
when you add the social costs that 
are credited to the Railways under 
the head concessions to passengers 
in fares, suburban and non-subur
b~n, etc., it comes to about B.s. 70 
crores and he has got this amount by 
taxing the suburban passengers and 
other short distance second class pas
sengers. He is trying to completely 
wipe out the passenger concessions 
and he wants to reap the full benefit . .J 
He does not leave anything WIder that 
head. 
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PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
That is Rs. 36 crores. 

SHRI O. V. ALAGESAN: You add 
up Rs. 22 crores and another lis. 8 
crores. My only hope is my sIster 
here, Mrs. Mrinal Gore ... 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
She is the common sister of both of 
us. 

SHRI O. V. ALAGESAN: She has 
r.1J'eady launched an agitation in 
B:.mbay and, I think, slIt;' has already 
persuaded the Railway Minister to 
make a reduction in the hike of the 
suburban fares. 

16.35 brs. 

[SHRIMATI PARV,\TIII KRISHNAN in the 
Chair] 

Madam, I would also like to say 
that I represent a suburban constitu
ency .. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Another sister 
here. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
Like the other sister, don't start an 
agitation from the Chair! 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I cannot give 
you any promise. 

SHRI O. V ALAGE3i\N: My hon. 
friend to th~ left, Mr. Mohanaran
gam also represents a suburban con
stituency. I earnestly appeal that if 
yrJU cannot completely eliminate the 
hike in the suburban fares, you should 
at least mitigate the severity and the 
hardship of it. 

My hon. friend, Mr. Sheo Narain, 
is an old friend of mine. Perhaps, 
Madam you may be aware that I had 
something to do with the Railways 
at out a quarter century back under 
the affectionate guidance of the late 
lamented Lal Bahadur Shastri. Natu
rally, I am tempted to compare the 
raiiways then and the railways now. 
This is the picture one gets. No. of 

passengers has gone up three times 
from 1275 million to 3500 millions. 
Passenger earnings have gone up six 
times from Rs. 107 crores to Rs. 62~ 
crores. Goods traffic in terms of 
originating revenue traffic has gone 
up two times or slightly more from 
92 million tonnes to 210 million ton
ne!. Goods earnings have increased 
seven times from Rs. 177 crores to 
Rs. 1300 crores. Gross receipts have 
gone up 6l times from Its. 316 crores 
to Rs. 2134 crores. Working expen
ses haVe gone up seven times from 
Hs. 266 crores to Rs. 1781 crores. 
Dividend to general revenue has gone 
up 6~ times from Rs. 36 crores to 
Rs. 227 crores. 

This reflects a tremendous growth. 
If I wa~ a vamana, my hon. friend, 
the Railway Minister is a trivikrama. 
He has grown so much. 

Kow, it is not merely the quantita
th'e development or growth, it is the 
qualitative growth that matters more. 
Our technological capabilities have 
ve,.y much increased. The Railways 
}laVe been attaining progressive self· 
sufficiency in every field except in 
certain critical aspects. For instanC'e, 
the import content in the manu.facture 
of diesel and electric locomotives 
'.'aries between 8' per cent to 15 per 
cent. In those days we were !ltrug
gling to manufacture OUr own steam 
locomotives in Chittaranjan. After 20 
years, you have stopped the manufac
ture of steam locomotives and you 
have switC'hed over to the manufac
ture of diesel and electric locomotives. 
These two tractions, namely, diesel 
traction and electric traction account 
for 8~ per cent-I think, your figures 
&re correct-with regard to gcods 
haulage in terms of gross tonne kms. 
and 43 per cent with regard to pas
senger haulage in terms of train l{ms. 

We had just then started the 
Parambur Coach factory with a capa
city of 3'50 coaches per year. That 
has now grown and now it produces 
double the number. Not only that. 
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'We are in a position to export loco
motives and coaches to countries in 
South-East Asia and Africa. 

The Indian Railways' technical aud 
economic services and construction 
experience are being made available 
more and more abroad, 

The Railways are aiming at greater 
.self-sufficiency and providing for 
expansion by establishing the follow
ing, (1) planning a second Coach Fac
tory besides the one at Madras: (2) 
a Wheel and Axle Plant near Banga
lore· (3) a unit for the manufacture 
of diesel loco spares; and (4) under
taking modernisation of workshops. 

The dependence on foreign imports 
is rapidly decreasing, and I think a 
day will come SOOn when our depen
dence on imports will cClmpletely 
vanish, 

I would also like to congratulate 
the Railway Minister for having given 
the actuals for 1977-78, The Finance 
Minister was not doing it before and 
there Was criticism in the House re
garding that. I am glad that the 
present FinanCe Minister hal) done it, 

I would congratulate the Railway 
Minister also on the decision he has 
taken with regard to railway catering. 
This departmental catering, if I may 
say so, was started by me. The strug
gle that I had to put up to bring the 
departmental catering was very hard. 
The monopolists in the field of rail
way catering on the Railways WEnt 
to all the High Courts in the land; 
they did not leave even one High 
Court· it was such a hard strus;gle 
and ~ltimtely this was started. After 
that, it was in danger of being given 
up because departmental catering was 
incurring losses, Now I am glad to 
find that not only you are expanding 
departmental catering to more stations 
and more long-distance trains but the 
departmental catering is also making 
a sizable profit. I think, your idea to 
have a Railw"l" Catering Corporation 

is a good one, and I hope that you. 
will go ahead. 

Regarding passenger amenities, the. 
hon Railway Minister has enumerat
ed ·in detail, the various measures in' 
hi~ Budget speech itself, He is spend
ing Rs, 5 erores, I do not think that 
he can be proud of that. Because. 
long ago, more than 25 years ago, at. 
my request, the then Railway Minis
ter, Shri N, Gopalaswamy lyenger. 
allotted Rs 3 crores to be spent every 
year, The·refore, his saying that he 
i£ gOing to spend Rs. 5 crores does not. 
enthuse me much, 

He has also talked about lung dis
tance trains like Tamil Nadu Express. 
1 shall give you my experience. The< 
01her day 1 went to the Station to 
receiVe no less a person than my wife 
who was coming from Madras, , . 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
Can he quote anyone who is not a. 
Member of this House? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: He is not quoting 
her. He went to meet her, He is 
quoting his experience. I hope you 
z,tand corrected, Mr, Minister. 

SHRI 0, V, ALAGEsAN: It "..\"as; 

such a pell-mell, The train was taken 
to another platform; it was running; 
there was no platform, Shelter". 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Fortunately there 
was no taxi strike at that time, 1 
heJpe. 

SHRI 0, V. ALAGESAN: At that 
time 'no'. 

You have to create such facilitielr 
also like lengthening of the platform. 
the place where each carriage will 
stop and so on. So many other faci
]jtie~ have to 'be provided to make it 
really good. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: You can tell us
what you said to her, but you should 
not say what she said to you, Thai 
is the Minister's point 
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s~,rRI VASeANT SATHE (Akola): I 
wo\:l!d like to know whether he actu
ally met his wife or some one else. 
Was he able to locate her? 

PHOF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
Ag a lawyer, he is referring to mis
taY-ell identity. 

S!iRI O. V. ,ALAGESAN: While 
the Railway Minister is fully justified 
in r \(~ pride he takes and the euphoria 
he exudes on achieving an all-time 
reec rd surplus of Rs. 126 crOres in 
th~ 125th year of the Railways, 
namely, 1977-78, I would request him 
to see whether the operational eiti
cien':y of the Railways has gone up. 
That is the most important thing. 

Tbe increase in leads he speaks of 
in the Budget speech ill the moVC
ment of foodgrains, fertilisers, cement, 
petrol(:um products and finished steel 
has to he examined from the point ot 
view w'hether there has been unne
ccsFary and uneconomic movements. 
In the above commodities, except 
foodgrains, all others are manufac
tured I~(lods. It has to be seen whe
ther it is due to regional imbalances 
in thek location. If so, such regional 
imbalances should be corrected in 
future. 

Then there is' the usual controversy 
between the Railway Ministry and 
the Em rgy Ministry we are accustom
ed to. On the day whp.n you were 
reading your Budget speech, you 
were cl aiming that' you have moved 
all the coal to the cement plants, the 
~teel plants and other industries. But 
the hon. Energy Minister in the morn
ing wa, telling this House amI assert
ing that huge stocks of coal w~re 
lying at the pitheads without bemg 
moved. I know for want of coal 
hundreds of trains haVe been cancel
led in all the Zonal Railways but we 
also S&l w the spectacle of the hon. 
F.nergy Minister claiming that he is 
having all the coal in the world and 
that it is onlv the railways that are 
not mQving ·it. This spectacle of 

mutual bickering and accusation and 
making mutually contradictory claims 
should cease and I hope the Ministris 
Or the Ministers will set up a co
ordinating cell where they will work 
more co-operatively and see that tru. 
country does not suffer.. . 

SHRI VASANT SATHE: He has aU 
the wagons and they have all the 
coal. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
And you have the bandwagon. 

SHRI O. V. ALAGESAN: Now let 
Us take up some indices of efficiency 
of the railway working ... Mr. Minis
ter, kindly listen. 

'The average revenue earned per 
tOil kilometre has come down from 
!u;a paise in 1976-77 to 8.64 paise ill 
1!l77-78. I will now compare the last 
year of the previous regime with the 
first year when you have taken over~ 
I am not casting any aspersion but I 
<=m only drawing your attention to 
these defi.-ciencies so that you may be 
more vigilant in the future and trY 
to improve them. 

Though there has been an increase 
in the average lead from 677 km. ill 
1976-77 to 713 km in 1977-'i1r anel 
though the freight traffic output iD 
terms of net tOnne kilometres has 
recorded an increase of 4.3 per cent. 
the goods earnings have increased 
only marginally from Rs. 1276 cr0re8 
to Rs. 1299 crares i.e less than 2 per 
cent. What does th'at mean? That 
means the Railways have been catTy"
ing the goods over long distances nnd 
earning less on such carriage. HoW' 
has this happened? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon'ble Mem
ber's time is uP. 

SHRIO. V. ALAGESAN: I have 
just started ... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I am sorry. I 
have a list of your Party and I ha.cl 
also a reminder from your whip. 
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:;:IRI O. V. ALAGESAN: I want to 
'''''':.' a lat, 'Madam. 

'MR. CHAmMAN: Then you have 
;Co tell your whip. 

SHRI O. V ALAGESAN: I do not 
'know w'hethe~ it is my good fortune 
or misfortune that you are in the 
Chair. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I am guided by 
~onvention. 

SHRI V ASANT SATHE: You wast-
4!d a lot of your time on your wife! 

'SHRI O. V ALAGESAN: I shdl 
:now quickly go through the rest. You 
:should also take some of the jovial 
·interruptions into account. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, I have. That 
is why I let you go on without inter
:rupting at all. Now, please conclude. 

SHRI O. V. ALAGESAN: For in
-stance, the engine utilisation in terms 
-()f engine kilometres per day has come 
down in 1977-78 as compared to 1976-'7 both for broad gauge and metre 
.auge. For broad gauge, for diesel it 
has come down from 402 to 396 and 
-electric from 500 to 484. In the metre 
gauge, for electric it has come d(Jwn 
from 380 to 365. So also the average 
speeds of goods grains in Kms/hr. has 
come down both for broad gauge and 
metre gauge. 

Now, we go to wagon turn-round, 
that is, the time taken between two 
8Uccessive loadings of a single wagon 
in days. This was showing improve
ment from 1973-74 to 1976-77 but it 
bas again gone up in 1977-78. For the 
Board Gauge it has gone up to 13.3 
days from 13 days and for the metre 
gauge it has gone up to 11.5 days 
from U,1 days. And then if you 
multip1.f that by 4 lakhs wagons in 
daily use, you will have an idea of the 
time wanted in the wagons remaining 
leu utilised. Now, the Minister was 
patting himself on his back that he 
has brouJlht down the time for settle-

ment of claims from 46 days to 37 
days. But, look at the picture bet
ween 1976-77 and 1977-78. The num
ber of claims went up by 5 per cent; 
the amount of compensation went up 
by 5 per cent. Under iron and steel, 
the claims went up from 85 lakhs to 
111 lakhs of rupees. Iron and steel 
is not a perishable material It is 
('ntirely due to theft and pilierage. A 
huge expenditure is on your R.P.F. 
which comes to Rs. 30 crores What 
is their strength-60,OOO peop·le. 'fhis 
is not at all justified. Either the 
R.P.F. is colluding with the anti-social 
f:lements or they are not doing their 
duty properly. 

Similarly. thefts have increased 
from Rs. 156 lakhs to Rs. 195 lakhs' 
on both the booked consignments and 
also on the railway material and fit
tings. This is also a sad reflection on 
the functioning of your R P.F. I do 
not want to enumerate the unfavour
nble trends further. Suff1ce to say 
that punctuality has suffered. Ticket
less travels are being tackled with 
less vigour. The accidents have 
worsened. The only featUre that is 
we1come. Madam, Chairman, is under 
th~ man-days lost where you have 
claimed that it is only 185~the low
est. This is creditable. I do agree 
that as against the average loss of 
l,~2,828 mandCl\Ys during the previous 
ten years omitting the railway strike 
period of 1974, this is a very good 
record and all should be happy about 
it. But I was scratching my head as 
to what brought about this thing. I 
found that there was only one reason 
namely that we have Shri Madhu, 
as Railway Minister and Shri George 
oS a member of the Central Cabinet. 
Now, I feel, Madam, this is a smaU 
price to pay. These two people should 
be permanent fixtures in the Central 
Guvernment and they should be there 
in future Central Government, also. 
I do not know whether they would 
remain permanently. Our recommen
dations is that these two people 
should be there permanently to main
tain the level of the man-days lost. 
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MR. CHAntMAN: '. They will wait 
for you to become Prime Minister! 

SHRI 0 V. ALAGESAN: Then, 
Madam, h~ talked about classless 
tra\'el. I can understand the reduc
tion in the number of classes and up
grading of comforts to lower class 
passengers. When he claims' that 
classless and comfortable travel has 
been introduced. I think, it is a little 
too much because even in the old 
days we used to have four classes of 
railway travel, name~y, I class, II d'ass, 
Inter. class and HI class. We have four 
rla!'ses of government employE'cs and 
railway employees, that is, class I, 
dass II, class III and class lV. What
ever happens these four classes re
mained. So, what is enshrined in the 
Gita seems to be continuing to 1:;e 
true: 

... ~ IIlPI' ;n:n ~~ , T'T ~ fcI'm1m 

So, you are also left with four! 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I would request 
you to conclude now. 

SHRI O. V. ALAGESAN: I am carn
ine to the subject which is very dear 
to you. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: That makes no 
difference. 

SHRI O. V. ALAGESAN: I know ... 

MR CHAIRMAN: I think the oth~r 
members of your party will do justice. 

SHRI O. V. ALAGESAN: I also 
know it is very difficult to tempt yc.u. 
Regarding the budget, I want to say 
that you have neglecteri the Southern 
region. 

MR CHAIRMAN: You will kindly 
conc1~de now. 

SHlU O. V. ALAGF.SAN; Especial
ly about Tamilnadu ... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I have to caU 
the next speaker now. I am sorry. 
You conclude now. 

SHRIO. V. ALAGEoSAN: Tamilnadu 
C:oes not find a place with respect to 
any new line. When we talk of con
version of metre-gaug~ line into 
l:roadgauge line or electrification, 
Tamilnadu has got nothing (Jut of 
these things. We have been grantE':i 
a survey of Karur to Dindigul and 
Mathurai to Tuticorin. Many people 
are accustomed to reciting Urdu 
couplet in this House but, I want to 
recite an English couplet which I 
cOmposed for the occasion. I would 
put it like this. 

MR. CHAIRMAN; I think you can 
end with that couplp.t. 

SHRI O. V. ALAGESAN: Nut neces
sariJy so. 

MR. CIlAIR!VIAN: I am sorry, I 
shall have to call the next speaker . 

~ 

SHRI O. V. ALAGESAN: "If there 
is a Will, there is a Railway; 
If there is no will, there is a Survey." 
\Vhat is the survey about a broad
g:mge line conversion? Mr. Minister, 
you should straightway start convert
ing metre-gauge into broad-gauge 
from Trichinopoly ·0 Tuticarin. No. 
survey is needed for the purpose. 

MR CHAIRMAN: I call the next 
speaker, Mr. Mhalgi. 
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SHRI RAGAVALU MOHANA-
RANGAM (Chengalpattu): Madam 
Chairman, I am really glad today for 
the opportunity being given to me to 
express some of my ideas on the 
railway bu.dget. I congratulate our 
Railway Minister for having 

MR. CHAIRMAN: At 5~30 p.m. we 
will take up the calling atfention. 

SHRI VASANT SATHE: My re
quest is, at the fag end of the day, 
when the House is so thin . . . 

1900 <SAKA) 1979-80-Genl. Dis. 378 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Speaker 
announced it in the morning. 

SHRr VASANT SATHE: True, but 
you are in the Chair now and I am 
requesting you and also for the con
sideration of the House, because the 
decision was taken at the instance of 
the House. If the House agrees, we 
can take it up tomorrow, so that if 
~ome concrete measures are taken by 
the Government and tomorrow there 
is some relief, it will be better. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I think You are 
prejudging the case. 

SHRI VASANT SATHE: No. All of 
Us in whose name the notice stands 
are agreeable to have it tomorrow, if 
the Minister does not disagree and if 
the House does not disagree, so :hat 
mOre people can participate and res
pond to it. None of Us h'ls any 
objection. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I think ilon. 
members want to have the statment? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Yes. 

SHRI VASANT SATHE: Are you 
looking at the Minister? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Some Min:sters 
like to say yes to everything. So, I was 
not looking at the Minister, I was 
looking at the other Members. ~o, at 
5.30 we Would take up the calling 
attention. Then, a short statc:n<,nt 
will be made before we rise for the 
day by Shri Sher Singh in reply to a 
matter raised under t{ule 377 by 
Shri Malikal'jun. Now, Mr. Moha
narangam n:ay continue. 

SHRI RAGAVALU MOHANA-
RANGAM: I congra'tulate our Hail
way Minister fOr having given us 
continuously a surplus budget fOr the 
past two years. He is very sincere 
and honest in his attempt to 'live 
answers to the points raised by hon. 
Members on the railway budget. Also, 
I want to congratulate him for anotht:'r 
reason. Whenever we write a letter 
to the Railway Minister asking for 
something to be done in our cOllsti-
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AN HON. MEMBER: What about 
[Shri Ragavalu Mohanrangam]. 

. tueney or about some matter, he ~l

ways sends his reply saying that this 

will be dQJle or considered. Whetht'r 
,it is done or not, definitely you will 
get a reply within a week of sending 

yoUr letter. FOr that also, I con
gratulate them. 

My voter, Mr. Alagesan, has el:1bo

zoated on the railway budget and with 

his perSQnal experience, he has r::om
pared the position of the railways 2') 
years before with what exactly is the 

stage at which the railways litar.d at 

present. In fact, I wanted to hear 

more my voter, Mr. Alagesan, but 

unfortunately the perSOn in the Chair, 

as per the rules, did not agree to hear 

his lecture. I want to continue from 
where he has stopped. 

MR. CHAIRMA.:."l: May I correct 
you Mr. Mohanarangam? I bowed to 

the democratic principle of th~ wish!'s 
of that party, becaUSe a large number 

of members of this party wanted to 

speak. 

SHRI RAGAVALU MOHAN~ 

RANGAM: I said "as Per rules". Any

how, I am not going to elaborate on 
that. 

Coming to the railway bud~et, 

want to stress that I am a :'ailway 

passenger, second class as well as 
firsts class. For the pas~ 30 years, 

Irom my fifth class, I have tr3vell"'d 

Irom Tambaram to Beach, first in 

third class and, when I became the 

Chairman of the Municipality, in first 

class. So, I know fUlly well the 

'advantages and disadvantages Of iirst, 

. second and third class travel 

goods train? 

SHRI RAGAVALU MOHANA-
RANGAM: My physical structure 

will not allow me to get into a goods 
train. 

Before dealing with the various 

aspects of the budget, I Would like to 
say something about passengers. As 

far as Tamil Nadu is concerned-I 

have not travelled the length and 

breadth of the country and so my re

marks will be confined to Tamil Nadu 
-if you go to the Central Station and 

want to purchase a ticket and ~ave 

reservataion, they will say t:ler£' is 
no ticket. I went the other day to 

get some tickets for TTivandrunl. 
They said that they are sorry that 

"even though you are an I~P, we arc 

not in a positon to give ticket;; for 

Trivandrum". Within a few cdnutes. 

a friend of mine, just by spending 

Rs. 20 for each ticket, could get five 

tickets in fiVe minutes; tha~ is to say, 

Rs. 100 for five tickets. So, corTuption 

starts with the reservation of tickets. 

Then if yOU go to the toilets in the 
Central Station or the Egmore Station, 

they are in a filthy condition. Taking 

up another passenger amenities, the 

provision of janata food, a passenger 

who tTavels for 24 hours from Madras 

to New Delhi cannot be satisfied with 

the janata meal because ·Jf the quali.ty 

of the rice which is provided by the 

railways. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Mohana

rangam, you may continue YOUI 

speech tomorrow . 


