
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Calling
Attention. Mr, Bijoy Modak.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA (Delhi 
Sadar); Before you proceed, I want to 
make a submission. It i* an important 
one. A Reporter of All-India Radio, 
who w m  coveting the proceedings of this 
House, died yesterday because he was 
not properly attended to. He was * 
heart patient a n d ...

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Gupta,
I have called Mr. Bijoy Modak.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA; He was 
not attended at all. No oxygen was 
given.. . .

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Bijoy 
Modak has die floor now. If you still 
persist, it will not go on record.

{Interruptu»ru)**

9 Demaae in West BHADftA 9,

ft* *j b n
CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER 
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

DA.MAOB IN MALDA AMD MtflMHtDABAD
D is t r ic t s  (W e s t  B e n g a l ) 

d u e  t o  F l o o d s

SHRI BUOY MODAK (Hooghly): 
I call the attention of the Minister of 
Agriculture and Irrigation to the follow, 
lug matter of urgent public importance 
and request him to make a statement 
thereon :

"  Reported lost and damage caused 
by the devastating flood of Ganga in the 
districts of Malda and Murriiidabad 
(Welt Bengal), the threat to Farakka 
Barrage Project due to erosion of vast 
tract of land by the river Ganga and the 
protective, remedial and relief measure* 
taken by Government.*'

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION : (SHRI SURJIT 
SINGH BARNALA): The river Ganga 
had been in floods in its lower reaches 
during the third week of July and 
started rising again from the «7th July 
reaching Che peak level of 04* 48 metres 
at Farakka on the aoth of August which 
it o* 1 metre lower then die maximum 
level recorded In the year 1948. There
after from the aund August the water level 
started receding but i t con tinues to beabove 
the danger level. There have been 
spells o f heavy raift-fall during August 
in Munhidabad and Malda districts on 
•evend occasions.

Flood (CA)
According to the reports received from 

the West Bengal Government all the major 
riven in the two district*, viz., Ganga, 
Bhagirathi, Bhairab, Banaloi and Pagla 
started rising from 14th August inundating 
char areas and low tying villages in 
Jangipur, Shamsher Gunj, Berbampore 
Lalgola, Raghunathgunge, Jalangi, 
Bhagawangola (If), and Pamnagar blocks. 
Flood water also enter Dhulian town.

In Murahidabad district, parts of un
protected areas of Manikchak, Ratua 
I, and Kaliachak (III) blocks were also 
affected by floods. A total area of 750 
*q. kms. with a population of over 4* 5 
lakh persons was affected. The old 
alignment of National Highway was 
under 65 meter deep water. The Natio
nal Highway approach to Aurangabad 
town was cut off. 3,500 houses have 
either been damaged or destroyed. The 
crops in an area of 50,000 ha. have been 
affected. Death of one child has been 
reported. No loss of cattle is reported.

1000 i&AKA) Bengal due to iO

In Malda district, an area of 350 sq. 
kms. was affected in 5 blocks, viz., 
Maliachak (II and HI), Manikchak, 
Ratua (I) and parts of Harisbchandrapur
(II), with a population of 1*5 lakhs. 
9956 bouses were either damaged or 
destroyed. Crops of over an area of £400 
hectares were affected. 6 human lives and 
to heads of cattle are reported to be lost.

Although the Ganga is known to erode 
iu  banks here and there almost through 
out iu  course in alluvial plains, there 
has been no threat to any component of 
the Farakka Barrage Project due to erosion 
during the current monsoon.

In Malda district 22,000 persons have 
been rescued and given shelter in at 
camps. Necessary public health and 
sanitary measures were taken up by the 
State Government. Arrangements have 
also been made to supply fodder and take 
preventive measures against cattle epide
mic. 400 metric tonnes of wheat has been 
allotted for distribution. Rs. 3 lakh 
have been sanctioned for the purchase of 
edibles and another Rs. 8 lakhs for 
relief contingencies ; grams and milk 
powder have also been distributed as part 
of the relief operations.

In Murahidabad district Rs. 3 lakhs 
have been sanctioned for purchase of 
edibles and Rs. y  5 lakhs for miscellaneous 
items. Garments like dhoties, sarees, 
etc., have also been distributed. In 
addition to milk powder, house building 
grants of Rs. 50,000 have also been

••N o recorded.
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sanctioned by the State Government. 
18,000 metric tonnes of wheat has also 
bean despatched to the district.

A  Central Team is visiting the State 
from ist to 3rd September, 1978, for 
on the spot assessment of the requirement# 
of Advance Plan Assistance for meeting 
the situation arising out of floods. Suitable 
action will be taken on receipt of report of 
the Central Team.

5,000 tonnes of wheat has already been 
released by the Centre as an interim 
allocation in anticipation of thr recom
mendations of the Central Team.

SHRI BUOY M OOAK: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, the Farakka Barrage project is of 
national importanceandofhigh engineering 
skill costing over Rs. 900 crores. The 
purpose of the scheme was to augment the 
Bow of water from the Ganges to the 
Bhagirathi by taking the water from the 
upstream Ganges through the feeder 
canal, thereby increasing the navigability 
of the river Bhagirathi and saving the 
port of Calcutta.

At the initial stage, it roused great 
expectations* It was thought that it 
will be a great boon to the people of 
West Bengal. But subsequently it proved 
to be otherwise and all the expectations 
were belied. The required quantum of 
water could not flow from the Ganges 
into the Bhagirathi river, defeating the 
purpose for which the Barrage was 
built. Moreover, this scheme has become 
a scourge to the people of the twin districts 
of Murthidabad and Mato* in West 
Bengal.

Thi* year also, the due to erosion of the 
embankments of the Ganges, both in the 
upstream and in the downstream of the 
Rvrage, these two districts have been 
affected nnd the vast tracts of !«nd have 
hern eroded and submergeed under water.

It will be seen from the statement that 
the flood has afffceted many places, namely, 
Manikchak, Ratua, Kaltachah, Jangipur 
Lalgols, Raghunathgunge, Jalangi, 
Bhagawangola and other places stretching 
upto Berhampore. In the statement, he 
has admitted that a large number of 
people have been affected by the flood.

Thii has been a recurring phenomenon 
from the year 1971. This phenomenon 
began just after the construction of the 
Farakka Barrage. It is doubted that due 
to the faulty design Barrage, the
erosion in the Ganges, both upnream and 
downstream, it cauwd. Many eminent 
engineers of West Bengal, such as, Mr. 
D etail M ukajee who was associated whb 
the scheme, have opined that it is due to 
the faulty design or the Barrage that the

Flood  (C A ) 
caused flooding of the district of Mtubira* 
bad. I would ask here whether this 
defect in the design of Farakka Barrage 
will be rectified and the Central Govern* 
ment will take up any model hydel research 
test of the Farakka Barrage design in the 
River Research Institute to see whether 
there is a defect and, if there is, to quickly 
remedy it. Due to this erosion both in 
the upstream and downstream of Farakka 
Barrage, a serious and dangerous situation 

as been caused. As you know, on the 
side of Murshidabad, downstream of 
Farakka, the distance between Padma iu. 
Ganga and Bhagirathi was six miles before 
6 years but now the distance has been 
eroded and it has come down to only 
a slender strip of land of 800 yards only. 
There is danger of the Padma coining 
closer to Bhagirathi and joining it. In 
that situation, as the feeder canal Which 
stretches up to 40 miles before joining 
Bhagirathi and the whole strrtrh of this 
land is not protected, there is danger of 
the feeder canal, the Bhagirathi and the 
Ganges i.e. Padma joining up and a nrw 
channel of Ganges water up-strrom of the 
Barrage passing south of the Barrage, to 
Padma via Bhagirathi.

On the other hand, this erosion business 
has also caused some havoc in the district 
of Malda. There is a canal cm the northern 
side of upstream Ganges and, due tog 
erosion, the (upstream Ganges is showin 
aigns of channelising its course, through 
this to the downstream Ganges also, and 
from both sides, i.e. the north and the 
south of the Barrage, there is danger of the* 
upstream Ganges joining the Padma, 
thereby making the Farakka Barrage a 
mere showpiece. It will be of no use 
then, and there will be a huge loss to the 
exchequer.

Therefore, I am coming to the point 
that thi« must be immediately looked 
into and the Government of India must 
take up its own responsibility for checking 
the erosion.

The Central Government, 1 think have 
taken tome remedial measures and have 
constructed a canal just in JanghMrc and 
alsoconttrurted a<Bu* Bund near the canal 
in Murshidabad Distrk t where the Padma 
is rushing to the Bhagirathi. But there 
are six nipt in the Bund and, thrugh the 
gaps, the Canal water of the Padbna 
is rushing to Bhagirathi. So, the Central 
Government must take step* in  mediately 
for sealing and mending these.

My question is whether the O svtnw eoi 
has taken action regarding the hydel 
test of the Farakka Barrage scheme and 
what atopa they are taking to remedy the 
erosion, and what relief measures are being 
taken by the Central Government, not 
depending on the West Bengal Govern*
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Stfbrttthe Parakka Barrage is concerned, 
there is no fealty dosign and no faulty cons- 
tructioa in that, and the Government ha* 
no proposal for any hydel construction 
tberf, fti hu b.tcn suggested by my Hon. 
•friend. It is also incorrect to say that it was 
soon after the construction of the Faraklta 
Barrage that erosion downstream had »Ur- 
*ied. In £sct, it has been going on for a 
very long time and, for that very reason, 
•if was necessitated that the railway-line 
on the west bank of the Ganga was to be 
•shifted.

Regarding the pjim raised by the Hon. 
•Member that the Ganga is shifting towards 
<ht canil it»?rlfr tlii* matter was referred to 
« Technical Advisory Committee of the 
project, who went into the matter. They 
have recommended the construction of 
four spurs in this reach, which will be taken 
«p

So, there is no danger to the canal as 
•udu We are taking al I precautionary 
measures to see that there is no danger to 
the canal.

SHRI BUOY M OD AK: What about
«er®*ion ?

SHRI SUKJIT SINGH BARN ALA:
Regarding erosion, 1 have mentioned alrea
dy tint the West ttrngal Gwrnment had 
Made a propui.il. Thai proposal was 
made in 1973 and the estimated cost was 
Kt. ti { crore*. T ite scheme was not based
•wa te;:h ncil tirld investigation and was not 
•fejirk-d by requisite nu»drl experiments, 
w  lid1! w as very essential. This was then 
referred to CvVPRS by the Slate Govern
ment, but the necessary Reid data required 
by t*K»n was not provided. The Minis- 
«er of Irrigation of West Bengal visited the 
CA'PRSstation injuly this year and he was 
also apprised of the position that the re- 
paired data has not been furnished. He 
agree:! (hat the required data should be 
furnished and that necessary steps should 
lie taken.

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYA 
{Serampore): My first point is that, apart 
fro.n this emriou, this House has discussed 
H * >1» iit othrr pliM* also. So, my qurs- 
tij.i t » tlir Minuter would be, whether 
the G jvernment has any national plan to 
get rid of ttte croiiun of rivers, causing 
jtaods in mmy plates. My first point is 
whether you have any plan or not and whe
ther you are going to consider making a 
nalixut plan. Vou are spending crores 
a ai crores of miBfy on flood relief, but 
witat is the benefit of it? Every two or 
three year* there is a flood. So, why don' 1 
you have A national plan? 1 know the 
previous Government sanction Rs. 6a 
crore* to uve these area* from erosion 
and for protection against floods. But if 
you are to spend the same value now, it

will amount to fts. >40 toJRs. 150 crores. 
So, I would like to know whether the West 
Bengal Government has again repeated 
the same request to the Central Government 
to sanction this amount. This 
also may kindly be replied to by the 
Minister.

Now, about the danger that has heen 
created this time, if the Ganga, Bhagiratbi 
and Pagla, in course of time get mixed up, 
then we cannot imagine the dangerous 
situation which will be created as a result 
of that. So, has the Government collected 
any information from die Engineers and 
other staff? The Team which was sent 
from the Centre went there and they have 
already come back with their recommenda
tions Tfae West Bengal Government has 
asked for Rs. 10 crores to give relief to the 
flood affected people. So,
this is the situation which is prevailing: 
it is a very dangerous one. Not only i* the 
faraklca Barrage in danger, but the Nadia 
district has been affected: Nadia and
Shantipur also are under flood water. The 
purpose for which the Faraltka Barrage 
was built will be defeated if the Govern
ment does not necessarily take up the issue 
and try to save the situation in an effective 
manner.

My first question is: Sidhartha Shankar 
Ray's Government asked for Rs. 63 crores. 
Now the West Bengal Government, after 
calculating everything, have come *> a 
decision that you have to pay themRa. 140 
crores to at least see that the flood is con
trolled for the time being, and the Rs. 10 
crores that bat been recently aaked after the 
visit of your team. You are not in the 
know o fth e  fact that your team which went 
there has come back and has already re- 
commended Rs. 10 crores. I want- to 
know whether you are going to sanction 
that money for which the Chief. Munster 
himself came here and he also talked to 
the Prime Minister and placed the same 
demand like the Irrigation Minister, Mr. 
Roy who is also here now. I had a talk 
with him this morning. Heal*? requested 
me to take up this issue with Mr. w n a la,
s o  that effceuve steps may be taken. ^

So, 3 or 4 districts are affected and the 
Central Government has it* responsibility.

I will end with the point whether the 
Government is thinking about having a 
national flood control plan so that they 
are not to ipend every year. You know 
China has completely controlled Boris, w  
Tsana Po and not only floods are contorted 
but lakhs and ew es of people have Jgot 
employment and so many a o ta o fla n d

S o l request you that you arenQW,fcay|uf
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very good relations with the Chinese 
Government. Why should not oar Minister 
andsee what has taken place there and how 
they have controlled floods? That will 
encourage him and will help him to get 
rid of this Hood havoc every year in ever 
State of our country.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE 
(Jadavpur): We want satisfactory
answers.

SHRI SURJIT SINGH BARN A. LA: 
Plans are being prepared Tor flood control. 
As the hon. Member has suggested, there 
shoved be plans for protection tor the entire 
areas. For example, the Ganga Flood 
Control G»ramijnan has prepared an out* 
line plan for flood control tn the Ganga 
Basin amounting to Rs. 1043 crons. Now 
it is being supplemented by several sub* 
basin riverwise plana. So these plans 
are under study. During 1977-78 the 
Ganga Flood Control Commission has 
examined five m ĵor flood control and 
drainage projects for sanction by the Plan
ning Comausskm which have all been 
approved. Out of these, one is the urgent 
development works in the Sunderbans, 
then the Gandak, Kunur River Embank* 
raent, Ghia-Kunti Drainage and the 
Sone embankment schemes. All these 
referred to the Hanning Commission have 
been approved.

So, wo are trying to have a comprehen* 
rive plan so that it can be executed and 
more area* can be protected from floods. 
We have also set up a working group on 
flood control and drainage. They will 
also take into account antierosion steps. 
For that also in the coming plan we pro* 
pose to spend about Rs. 680 crores for all 
these measures. Earlier the total amount 
was not even spent in Five Year Plans 
so that the total expenditure is Rs. 633 
cram. But in one plan period we are 
going to spend about Rs. 080 crores and 
within this year Rs. 126 crores are going 

tcbe spent on flood protection measures. 
SHRI DINEN BHATTAGHARYA: 

May I know one thing? I have suggested 
that If he cannot go to China, at least he 
should go to Murmidabad and other flood 
affected areas. Why are you not visiting 
these places? Why are you depending on 
the bureaucrats? Why are you not taking 
the relief measures for which the West 
Bengal Government Is pressing again 
and again? With folded hand* I request 
the Minister to reply to that. Why is he 
hedtatinf to go there?

SHRI S U ty lT  SINGH BARNAIA: 
After the Parliament session, 1 propose to 
visit gome of the flood-aflkcted areas and 
find out myself what can be done. Even 
in CStina it is not that in the entire China 
there are no floods. There are floods also 
ia  some areas.

i t o  r m h  to *  ( w rc ir fO  * 

TTOBrar w  o r r a M v  vm iw

* err tftnftrwr*
u m r  *  w it fa iftr  vftr 

fprtt wraafr w&*?r rrcjfta 
vt few  t. *5 t  ***** arrtr <r* 
« a r r  i iraft tit  *  taniT

j  f c  frr arm r< m m  $ i 

ft «rcftf ?ft i  

*  wrjnr fa
3 3  t t ,  t m r  f w w r t  f  i 

arv w v m w t o r t  w ir tlftw tir  

t Tff* sm** H t —

“ Floods in West Bengal have reached 
a serious situation as swollen Padma is 
inching towards river Bhagiratht-— Mur- 
shidabad district, threatening Farakka 
barrage constructed to regulate water* 
flow for maintaining of Calcutta Port/'

On the other sides of the border, Padma 
has overtopped the Farakka system's aflux 
from bundh at Q poinu and gorged through 
its bank towards the Biutgiratht. Erosion 
lias already reduced the land gap betwm 
the two rivers at Sidaiganj town four miles 
to more 8000 feet. The Hood waters have 
also overtoped Jangipur barrage.

<r*frr v i s  «nc w arr i  i

*'According to reports, there arc gaps 
in some embankments orectrd by Farakka 
Barrage Authority through, which waters 
are rushing out and flooding surrounding 
areas. The matter needs a thorough 
probe."

*  w t h i t i  w f t w r  p  (

k  im  $ iw> v* «nw
%tr< im  i * r *  wtfT m

v t  ftift
m m  v *  1
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fg x t  m  t  tfhc

m <m  % f r w  ft i anrm % 
fwfhR fafofKT T rftrv r tv r  #?nff 

ftqft *rif f  3 ttft 10 irtot 35 
w m  «iftr * r r t  t  1
HftWTWW % 450*lt* 300*ft*faTft

|  i 9 m t  sftn n ftm -  

*r* <rtr »mwr s? w f a r  f  1 
f a f a  |  1 < stw * * m w m  «TT 

tft ?far ^ w ff f t  w
IT—

j(i) eaaiog the Hood problems at critical 
juncture* the Bhagirathi-HoogMy re- 
pretenting the moit important branch 
•yttem in West Bengal.

t f fa *  y m  ?fr mraT |  f r  

wnf w ** % *r*  w tf % v<r* **rro 

ft ^  ^  f  <c |  *ffcF vnro wftx 
fir$rr *i*ff * t* i f  % *n* $1

ft *n* % «Pfrr wif«ft fa  
flw rwfw n  *i$f 

ft * f? v  jtp w  v t  a i f a  %

| 4  fcwmr? 1 1 c* w<r$ * m n r 
ft<rirt*fts

I f *  IH fS &  M  

m z x  p srm ^  ««wt |

% i r w  $?rr *t w  ( 1  v * m  «ft 
750 «wtf *ft wftr f ^ 5«n*T

ft w t  & | < t  trrenc

esrm in u *  wrr»ft ft is r w ^ j

ft «npw w r  fXHT 
*rr|tt f«M *r*r$frf **Rr*ft *t«w- 
*»frerr wfev irnwr v r *ryfir
% vrtf tfrarftmcT fiw w r?  *nff 

I ?  ^ i ^ i w  t  —

We are interfering with the topography.

t i t*  q t fV T W  t f t r  W W ^ f f f  * ?

|  1 ftrfnc * r  v n n q t  t f lr
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IT  V n V t WFPHT *Tfl 5*WT ^ I

* *  a to  $ f a  w o r n  t ^ r  ft 

wt t  m m  fcr % aft
* *  t - w  ft * j j  im ft * s  %
» « R r  ft w eft*ftTO ^nrfaw r* 4 ?

$*rft wr?r— tpWRFT m  tft f w  

3$wr «tt *5 ijsr aifas $itt |  1 
WTf f ^ i T T T ^ ^ V T ^ t ^ ^ r V T T

ft finwr ^  t  titx  

fJn»w|«rr (  ?ft VFtfm  »nft aft 
% f«rq w  v rrr ^ r  |  ?

wm 1% $ f t r  wr$ f*nwrr 

*nrc*FT V t W  •RTT V  fins f * $ x  

^ »r«ft if tt  zw z  s^rr % 
*«ft % ferr |  f% snrnr w 't

3ft *!<imft^TVT ^  5W?TV 3TTf f a f t w  

%%5 vtf ?RifhTT ?nr?w
^r srl?ffft *15
,rr*rr |,  ?ft swpt ireft 5<t

% f^ 5  v n  %«rm «ftr ^rr^r 
m  ?

•ft ^iA <i tovvivt ; ^
V^PFT wm VT

f t w r  f̂t«jwr ^
v^vrtr ’ftt vt <rpft ^j*n fW , t̂t

fi%, W t Wi «y ^t anir
f«f««r ft# ^t ^ 1 ^«7^«ir

t W l i p r i

« r f  T tv t  ^  t o  ii^nwr ^t

ft v p T rfv  q » m r* T  « f t i r m  

wr ^ y c r  furr %, wrvwr «̂ 4 ft«n»ft 
# ft < ft r t in c flt iq ft ^ r  
t  J t  *rrtt w f t w m r  (

5m 1i  vt Tpft fiwt *r ff%»rr 1 fir  
m x  f f  ir^ t  x < tti
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[ « f t  I J T a f f a  f a *  *m W (  J 

m m u  s r r w  *  a f t  s s m  

f a  f * r t £  t * $ < T ^ a r r c
f  ^  |  qpSWT *TPT VT ?IT W  % 

*T* * t  ttrvtot t  T̂T
r̂rj*rr

"The recent flood lias not done any 
damage to Parakka or Jangirpur Barrage 
to tKe Feeder Canal, or to the upstream 
lock at Farakka. Howrvrr, an attempt 
had been made by about iooo viliagrs 
at about 3*30 A.M. on 20-8-1978 to 
cut the earthen bund protecting the lock 
channel and the feeder can il from *j>i I 
floods of rivrr Ganga, Timely inter
vention by the Project authorities had 

saved the situation aa otherwise a very 
high discharge would have passed 
through the lock channel and would 
have damaged not only the lock works 
but also the Feeder Canal. The situa
tion Is, however, now under control. BSF 
are now guarding the area.”

rrfaq; «rf* ft* ** t*nm «r> xt*rr 
*  fjp^TT a r r a ?  # f a * r  a r t  t f r *  

f a * r  * r  ? ? r  ^
ifo: crf<<n frr f t  w*r

t i

i r n w  *r?r
|  m 3® <rr° irk  f*$x  % y *
* w  f a f w c  % fa v  $ ,3 * *  *m 
11* 11 4 t *  «rtr
* * r  w t  * f € *  f W r r  * i m

« fr * * r  v r t  i t  w m  « rr%

t  1 w#
x t *  t  %  w Y n r w f t  * * T « r  
« r h  t * « r  ^  f t f f f a  f f < r  fr r  
<Tftf w w l i  4 <mr

4  «t* M  % *r* * i f  % W f *  
* * n :  i r r w ? r r  1 1  * ? $ r t
% P w  «nc i r h  *  i t ^ r e w  i r  * * *

1 1

u*S7Mk

PUBLIC AC COUNTS GOXiMlTTKB

E io h t y -N in t h  am o  N iN E TV -Fiarr R i r o a n

SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA RAO (Ha- 
namkonda): Sir, I beg to prvuent the 
following Reports of the Pablic A o co tw tt 
Committee:—-

(1) Eighty-ninth Report on action taken 
by Government on the recomnendations 
contained in the Sixth Report on ‘Other 
Direct Taxes’ relating to the Ministry 
of Finance (Department of Revenue).

(a) \if»r*y-fir»< Report on paragraph 9 
of th<* Report o|’ th- C >m:»t roller ana 
Auditor General of India fur the year 
1 >7|-7J, Union G we,.un-nt (Railways) 
relating to ‘Collaboration Agreement
I k ,vl niatAitarc uf Uictel Engine for 
Shun ten'.

•fttrnrr
(ftfT^T) : TTPSTO *rp**ffer

iwfrsfr w<fr *11 % <T«rnsr $ «rr* fnr 
tfc * 1 $*rrt «Nr * wwrt 
sfctlr f̂r stptt wfm rro w rv w r 
%<rrir fr f w m w t  20 *frr
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