


















Floods in the SRAVANA 21 ,  1900 (SAKA) count", (DU.) 

to be in the leizmic, earthq uake ar�a. 
Since 1 9S9 the national poli<y had bun 
to build embankments. The 1 950-5 1 
earlhqHake had railed the surface of the 
water. The embakment. have to be 
raised . There i. a lot of lil ting . There 
has been no understanding of th e other 
problem , eroeion problem . Hundrros 
of sq uare miles of Auam'a good loil  is 
going under Brahmaputra . This can 
be stopped if  resoUre" were avai lable 
and if dredging eould be don e . I know 
i t  il not entirly Centre'. fau l t ; the 
Assam Government had not been able to 
use the dredgers properl y i I am lorry 
about i t .  B u t  t wo dredgers arr not 
en o ugh . Dredging is importan t  i f  erosion 
h as to be stoppro . I bel ie"e in th is 
t heon' that more th an protect ion work , 
dredgi ng could stop erosion by d redg ing 
away the islands t h a t  obstruct t h ('  wat fT 
c urren t and m akes i t  stri k e  again � t t h r  
bank.  But not even a pla n has been 
m ad !" ,  not even a s t udy has been made 
a bou t our prob lems . 

S H R I  D I :-.IE !I!  BHATTACHARYA 
( Serampore ) During the last 30 
years ? 

S H R I  BEDABRATA BAR UA 
blam(" the Cen tral Governmen t, n o t  
that I try t o  save t h e  C('ntral G ov('rnmen t 
that e,(lstcd . The prcvious Govern � 
Incnt  at least did something ; it promi st"d 
the Drahmpapuu"a Commission anu t h e 
Brahmaputra Control Board Pro j oc t . 
It proposed a Bi l l \ , It d i d  someth ing ; 
it wen t on doing somethi ng.  Unfor­
t u nately the prev iou us government as 
well  as this governm e n t  art" only opposf'd 
to providing finances. The h istory of 
the BiB had been descri bed . Since , 
you h ave told Members n o t  to take 
Inore than ten minutes,  I ci o  n o t  want t o  
repea t i t .  A modifi ed B i l l  was brough t.  Tha t was done by the prev ious govern ­
ment.  But the presen t governmen t h a s  
i mposed the silence of the grav(" over 
this problem i n  the last one and half 
years ; noth i ng is heard abou t i t, n oth i ng 
has been don e ; no advan ce stcp h ad b een 
taken . Assam is though t to be not 
even i mportan t enough to get the august 
a t tention of th is governmen t .  Tha t  is 
what I seriously object to. Money is 
the issue. Why cannot you provide 
money ? River comes from Chin a ;  waters from different states come. I t  iu a 
soluble problem . If the river of Sorrow 
could be trained , why can not t h e  Brahma­
putra be trained ? When m y  sta t e  is 
concerned, somehow th e problem be­
comes differen t .  There are national 
highways on which the Central Govern­
ment wil1 spend money . For national 
railways , funds are provided by t h e  Central Government. But when i t  
comes to national waterways, even a 
decision that there should be a national 

waterway for Brahmaputra or Ganga is 
no t taken . When it comes tn backwad 
areas and Assam, even the deciaion i. 
not taken .  For other things, any 
amoun t of funds can be provided_ For 
electrifi cation, for railways, etc . any 
amount of funds are provided . . For 
heaven's lake, please at least constttute 
the Board and ltart work on the master 
plan . Some plan m ust be there . The 
Ho use will  be surprised to know that al I 

this talk about Brahmaputra h as not led 
even to a master plan . The pen has 
n ot b !en p ut  on paper . There has 
b�en n� plan even to study this problem . 
I am n o t  .aying about solution. Not 
even the study has been started OD the 
basis that certain d i sputes h a\'e been 
raised . Assam pro ,ides hundred. of 
c rores of r u pe es in foreign exchange and 
b y way of central excise. But we do not 
g1!t anyth ing . We get no i ncoJ!le·tax. 
b :!cause our compan ies are reglstered 
outside Auam . In re�ard to finances, 
we arc n o t  at th e rece-ivml{ end . Always 
a d is p u tt' i s provok ed . When they want 
to s c u ttle a pro j ect, they will provoke a 
d ispu te . We have' �ot used to this . 
If I t is a c ase of a B. G. l in (' in Assam . 
they w i l l  say wh ether you wan t a bridge 
here or no t ; they will try to p u t  forward 
a l ternative proposals 00 th at Members from A,sam m a y  be d i vided . Bu t  since 
they re fu�e to be d i vid ed , t he Gover­
m �f1 t w; l l  p roc eed at a very s l ow pace 
an d probably i n  30 years they would not 
compl e t e  i t . S imi larly,  in r egard to 
the p .per m i l l ,  they s tar ted a d ispute . The A'isam Government i s not very 
advanced and it cannot tackle th ese 
probl ems alon e .  If there is a some 
di, t u rbances i n Manipur, wi thin 30 
m i nutes the army will reach there.  
B u t  i f  there has to be a s r ud y of th e a"od 
a i tuation i n Assam, in 30 years you 
cannot do i t ! 

Brahm aputra w i l l  have to be dredllrd, 
d eepened and channelised . Three il 
vast "waste of land . In some plac es i t  
is 6 miles wide which can b e  reduced to Onl! mile i f the channel is made deep. 
I f  somebod y  appli es his mind . Silt ing 
h as to be stoppro . A conferenc� of the 
Chief Ministers of the north- eastern 
re!(ion must be cal led by the Minister. 
There must be a l im i t put  on deforesta­
tion . Reservoi rs have to be created . 
I h ope the Govern men t will considder 
th is problem with the uq;ency i t deserves. 
Auam has suffered from fl oods peren� 
niaHy and i t  has become worse every 
year . Tbe problem has gon e beyond 
the capacity of the Governmen t of Assam. 
You have given a loan of Rs. 100 c rores 
to Assam with no effect. Any mODey 
spen t by the Cen tre has bf"("n considered 
as loan_ Out of Rs_ 100 erores, every year 
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Now I would l ike t o  come t o  my State. 
A .. am. The m lSt important problem 
that has been confronting this State,  
for q l lite a lon� time, for more that  two 
decades is fl()ods. As a remit of that the 
whole economy o f  the S tate h as been 
badly affec ted . A .. am continues to be 
a poor S tate, povert y  h as been on th e 
i ncrea.c an 'l c on.�qucntly unemploy­
m � n t  problem has been growing . Un­
like the other parts of the coun try , Assam 
is affected by floods every year. It has 
beco m e  a per m anen t fra turc  or annual 
feature, i t comes no t once or twice, b u t  
thrice or four t imes a year and every year, 
lakh. and l aklts of people are a ffected, 
laklts of acres of land are inundated , 
hundreds of people lose thei r l ives, thou­
san ds of c a t t le are wa!ill cd away . and 
tho u ,ands of hou,cs arc wa.hed away . 
Thou,and, of peop le are thrown in the 
streets .  I k now t h e  suffer i ng!C and 

hard.hi ps of tho" people who have to 
pass t h e i r  l i v (" s  on t h e  streets . (/ntt:rfl'p· t ;'/R r) 

I com� fr . ):n an art'a w h i c h  i s  al ways 
aff'cted hy fl oods. Eve n tod ay I have 
recei ved i nformat ion that  many parts  of 
my C , n H i tuency inc l ud in g lhe Sh i p­
lagar suh�d iv ision h a� br�n affected . 
Last y ear my own home town was badly 
affected . Thrre was 5' or 6' of watr:r 
in my hou,e,  i n  the whole of th e tow n .  
Many of the fam i l i r:" i nclpdi ng my o w n  
fami ly ,  had to be evacuated.  

This prnbl�m of noods has bern ther� 
lince 19jo. Wilen there was a big earth­
q U lke, t h e  w!lOle topograph y of Assam 
h ad changed . U p t i l l now,  no comprehen­
sive plan ha, been tak.�n up to control 
flMds. In f.ic t  i n t 9 7 0 ,  the Brahmaput ra 
Flood C0ntrol Board was constituted 
in order to draw up a comprehensive 
plan and this Board drew up a ompre­
hensive p lan . which would cost Rs. 100 
crores for short term and Rs . 400 crores 
for long term projects.  Because of the finan i c ia l constraint" the G overnme n t  
did not accep t i t .  The Governmen t did 
not p roccrd wi th t h a t pro i("c t .  

After t h a t w e have been t rying 
our best , W� have bcr:n i mpressing upon 
the Governmr:nt-earl ier also, we have 
been imprei'iing upon the Govcrnment­
that the S tate Government's financial 
rC50 urccs b e i n �  l imi ted, it i s  not possible 
for the S tate Govel'Oment to tackle the 
prob lem .  It should be taken up as a 
national prohlem . It should be given 
the top·most pr ior i ty .  I n  fact,  the last 
Government accepted it i n  principle. 
They wan ted to take up th e Rood con trol 
mea!"res and they drew up a Bill in 197" 
and they notified i t  to be introduced, But 
afterwards, t hey wi lhdrew i t .  W e  have 
been i mpressing upon the presen t Govern-

m �nt also that it should be taken up as a 
n ational problem. It is not po .. i ble for 
the S tate G overnment to tackle the pro­
blem . So, the whole flood con trol mea­
sure should be taken up by the Central 
G o vernment.  The Brahmaputra Control 
B lard should be taken u p  and financed 
by the C : n tral Government.  

Besides that, I wan t to say that the 
World Bank also may be asked to assist 
us in this matter. There is an example 
of the M ekon river where there is  an in­
volvement o f  t he U N O .  The Central 
Governmen t should also t ake u p  this 
matter with the UNO. Last time, wben 
Mr. Carter, the American President and 
Mr. Cd laghan , the Bri tish Prime 
Mi nister came here,  they assured to help 
us i n the eastern r egion . I would like to 
know from the Government whether they 
ha ve taken up the matter wi th these two 
Governmen ts. 

Last �{arch , i t  was h eartening to note 
that there was a proposal t ha t  the Brah­
maputra Canal Project wou ld be linked 
up with Ganga, along with two dams, 
S ubansi ri and Dihang. This proj ec t  
w i l l  go a l ong w a y  in  solvi ng t h e  problem 
of floods not only i n  Assam but aso it will 
h elp Bangladesh . 

The B anglad esh Governmen t is raising 
a b()gey that more of t heir land wil l  be 
subm erged and that a large number of 
p eopl e  be evacuated . But in fact by 
th i s  proj ect,  a lot of more land will be

'
sub­

merged and a l arge number of people will 
be evacuated i n  India.  I hope, the hon. 
M i n is ter will  consider all these things and 
d raw up a compreh�nive plan to control 
floods so that Anam' ,  economy can be 

mproved. 

S H R I  B.-\LWANT S INGH RAMOO­
WALIA ( Faridkot) : Madam , Chair­
m ln ,  Punjab is passing through a critical 
period due to floods. Floods have des­
stroyed crops i n  Punjab. Also houses 
h ave been sma.hed and c attle h ave been 
ki lled through out the border areas 
ar:td througlaout the .areas of Ferozepur, 
Zlra, M )�a, Ludhlata, Hoshiarpur 
Ajnala, P llliaur, Tilwandi, Amritsar and 
Pd.tiala.  There are areas where th e 
water is l ying 6 to 7 or 8 ft. deep. The Dusi 
blind of P unj ab is in dan�er. The Punjab 
G overnment has upti l l now announced 
an i n t erim re\ iefRs , 30 l akh. to Ludhiana 
d i stric t, R,. 30 lakh s  to Zira , R •. 5 lakhs 
01 Tangri area of Patiala and Rs. I:J lakhs 
to o the r areas. 

I want to daw the attention of th e 
H Juse to the fact that a small  S tat e  .f p.nj a'l hll a!ln ounced an interim relief 










