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Paae 1 .• Une 1,-
tOr ~~-~-eiahth• aubJtitute-

"Twenty-nintb" (1) 

[Shri P • .Ra.machandr4n] 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question ii: 

~'That the Enacting Formula, u 
amended, standard part of the Bill." 

The motion was adopted. 
The Ena.ettno Formt4la, as amended, 

was added to the BUl. 

The Title was added to the Btn. 

SHRI P. RAMACHANDRAN: Sit, 
beg to move: 

"That the Bill, as amended, be 
passed." 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is: 
"That the Bill as amended be 

passed." 

The motion was adopted. 

16.20 hrs. 

COAL MINES NATIONALISATION 
LAWS (AMENDMENT) BILL 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The House will 
now take up the Bill further to amend 
the Coking Coal Mines (Nationalisa-
tion) Act, 1972 and the Coal Mines 
(Nationalisation) Act, 1973. 

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY 
(SHRI P. RAMACHANDRAN): I be1 
to move: 

''That the Bill further to amend 
the Coking Coal Mines (National-
isation) Act, 1972, and the Coal 
Mines (Nationalisation) A1;:t, 19'13, 
be taken into consideration". 

Hon. Members may recall that the 
coal industry was nationalised in two 
phases-<:oking coal mines were ftrat 
taken over undez. the Cloking Coal 
Mines (Emereency) .Proviaion Ordt· 
nance 1971 on 17·10-1871 ancs there-

· Laws (Atndt.) Bm 
after nationallud. under the P>kine 
Coal Mines Nationalisation Act, 1972 
with eftect from lat May, 18'12. Simi-
larly, the non~okins coal mines wero 
taken over under the Coal Mines 
(Taking over of Manaaement) Ordi-
nance 1913 on 31st January, 1973 and 
subsequently nationali•cd under the 
O:>al Mines Nationalisation Act, 1973 
with effect trom lat May, 1973. A few 
amendments were made to both the 
Nationallaation Acts in September, 
1973 to overcome certain difficulties 
encountered in actual practice. In 
Apri,l 11J76, the Ordinance amending 
the Coal Mines (Nationalisation) Act 
was issued for the termination of ille-
gal mining operations. This ordinance 
was replaced by Coal Mines Nation-
alisation (Amendment) Act, 1976. 
Even after this, it has been found that 
there is need to remove certain ambi-
guities as well as certain practical 
difficulties which have come to light 
during the implementation of the 
Nationalisation Acts. The present bill 
is intended to remove these difficul-
ties and expedite the payment of the 
amounts to the claimants and the 
owners of the coal mines. The main 
amendments are as follows:-

(a) Certain amounts like dues on 
account of the sale of coal and coal 
products effected before the date of 
nationalisation of coking coal mines 
and coal mines, subsidies due for the 
pre-nationalisation period, and ear-
nest monies and security deposits 
made by the owners of mines with 
the various authorities did not vest 
in the Government on nationalisa-
tion even though these were collect-
ed by the Government company 
upto a specified date and included 
in the owners' acccunts after meet-
ing the liabilities of the pre-
nationalisation period. A doubt was 
expressed whether the wording of 
the Nationalisation Acts covered this 
exception to the assets vesting - In 
the Government on Nationalisation. 
It is now proposed to clarify in re-
lation to the said Acts that current 
a111et1 vesting tn the Government do 
not include 11ucb amounts. 
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(b) Tlle said Acts do not specify 
the µiterest rate admissible on the 
claimed amounil after the appoint-
ed day. In the absence o! such a 
provision, the secured crediton have 
includec:J. in their claims interest at 
very high rates which, if allowed 
will deprive the lower priority cre-
ditors, mostly . Government Organi-
tions and small suppliers, of their 
accepted claims. It is, the ref ore, 
,proposed to insert a new section in 
each Of the said Ads to provide that 
the interest payable on such claims 
shall be at such rate not exceeding 
the rate of interest accruing on any 
amount deposited by the Commis-
sioner of Payments with a nation-
alised bank or in the Public Account 
of India as required under the said 
Acts. 

(c) It is proposed to empower the 
Commissioner of Payments-ap-
pointed under the Acts, (i) to autho-
rise the per&"Ons appointed to assist 
him under the Coking Coal Mines 
(Nationalisation) Act, 1972 to exer-
cise all or" any of the powers exer-
cisable by him under the Act. Such 
a provision already exists in the 
Coal Mines (Nationalisation) Act, 
1973; 

(ii) to transfer cases from one 
Assistant Commissioner to another 
or to himself; 

(iii) to issue a notification in-
viting the owners, managing con-
tractors and such other , persons 
who are owners of any machinery 
equipment or other property which 
has vested in the Central Guvern-
ment or a Government company 
under the Act and which does not 
belong. to the colliery owners, to 
apply for the residuary amount 
lying with the Commissioner of 
Payf!lents a~er settling all the 
claiinw. 

· Nattonali.ratlon Lc110.s 
(Amdt.) BiU 

(d) It i• propo&td to lotallae joint 
elaima filed by '\VOtkers through 
Trade Unions or through the oftlcera 
under the .Chief : Labour Commis-
sioner (Central) against the colliery 
owners. 

Such of the claims as had not been 
time-barred on the relevant date when 
the management of the coal mines was 
taken over by Government and had 
been filed before the speCifted dates 
but had been rejected merely on the 
ground that such claims had become 
time-barred are proposed to be restor-
ed and dealt with. 

It is proposed to prescribe a period 
of sixty days within which appeals 
against the decisi'Ons of the Commis-
sioner of Payments have to be filed 
and to apply the relevant prov1s~ons of 
the Limitation Act, 1963 to such ap-
peals. It is also proposed to extend 
the right of appeal to the colliery 
owners. 

The proposed Bill provides that the 
period of three years after which un-
disbursed amounts shall revert to the 
general revenue account shall be 
counted from the date on which the 
last order for disbursement was made 
by the Commissioner of Payments and 
nrot from the aate on which the amount 
was paid by the Government to the 
Commissioner. 

With a view to dealing effectively 
with persons who indulge in illeia1 
mining of coal it is proposed to amend 
sub-section (2) of Section 30 of the 
Coal Mines (Nationalisation) Act, 1973 
by enhancing the punishment of im-
prisonment from two years to three 
years and of fine from ten thousand 
rupees to twenty thousand rupees. 
This would thus be a cognizable off-
ence and prompt action can be taken 
by the local Government authorities to 
deal with such cases. 

Some of the amendments are of a 
pi-oeedural nature and some are in-
tended to regularise the posltion as it 
alr~aay exiSts. Iri Mth the cases the 
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Qbj~pa tq ti~P.~ t~ i>fOcec1ure fm 
fa,ment .of. ~: ~~~t •Del.~ expe-
dite iuattera as J;BUCh u possible. No 
additiohai ex~ture on the part of 
.the Gover.nment is involved. 

With. these words, I commeo~ the 
.Bill .tor the consideration of the House. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Motion moved: 

"That the Bill further to amend 
the Ct>king Coal Mines (Nation-
alisation) Act, 1972, and the Coal 
Mines (Nationalisation) Act, 1973, 
be taken into consideration". 

SHRI VINAYAK PRASAD YADAV 
(Saharsa): I beg to move: 

"That the BiU be circulated for 
the purpose of eliciting opinion 

thereon by the 1st August, 1978". (3) 

•sHRI K, RAMAMURTHY (Dha-
rmapuri): Mr. Chairman Sir, the hon. 
Minister of Energy has introduced the 
Bill to further amend the Coking Coal 
Mines (Nationalisation) Act, 1972 and 
the Coal Mines (Nationalisation) Act, 
1973. 

At the very outset, I would like to 
point out that the former Govern-
ment, which is being arraigned and 
railed day in and day out fur allegedly 
having taken the country in wrong 
directions, was responsible for the 
nationalisation of the core sector of 
our economy, i.e., the coal mining in-
dustry. The entire credit for this fa1·-
sighted step must go to the untiring 
efforts of late Shri Mohan Kumara-
rnangalam, one of the greatest sons of 
India, who saw to it that the coal-
mines which were bei,ng exploited by 
the private sector were brought under 
the public sector for the good of the 
nation and the people. 

The amendments proposed by the 
Janata Government are to be wel-
comed, particularly the amendment 

Laws <.4.TJidt.) Bill 
relatin1 to the le&alisatiou of juint 
claims. filed 'bf workers 'through Trade 
Unions or through· the otBcers against 
the collier>' . owners, and also for ex-
tending tirne for. the preference ot 
claims. It is com;mon knowled1e that 
the ~rstwhile 'mine-owners bad · not 
paid their dues to. the Euipioyees State 
Ittsarance Corporatfori and to the Em-
ployees Provident Fund. The arrears · 
under these cateeories of dues from 
the employers run into crores of 
rupees. But, it is really regrettable 
that even after nationalisation 8uch a 
thing should be allowed to persist in 
the public sector. The arrears of 
workers are mounting and after all 
now only book adjustments are to be 
made. I do not understand why this 
should happen now. I request that 
the hon. Minister should look into this 
anp, do the needful for eradicating 
such a pernicious delay in the matter 
of workers' due3 in the coa'-mine m-
dustry, which is now exclusively in 
the public secto .. ·. Just as you have 
Emergency Risk Insurance giving pro-
tection to the property of vested in-
terests during times of trouble the 
coal miners whose every day llfe is 
endangered under the bowels of earth, 
must bt! given special professional 
risk insurance facility. 

I hope that I will be within the 
bounds of properiety if I refer to cer-
tain relevant issues concerning the 
working of the Ministry of Energy, 
especially when this House had no 
opportunity of discussing the Demands 
for Grants of this Ministry this year. 
The hon. Minister is fully aware that 
the Thermal Stations in Tamil Nadu 
in particular, and the Thermal Power 
Stations in Southern States in general, 
which are dependent upon coal, should 
have a minimum 15 days stock of coal. 
Now the coal stock in the Thermal 
Power Stations in Tamil Nadu has 
dwindled to three, four days• stock of 
coal. It pOf'tends serious danger. You 
know, Sir, that railway accidents have 
become the order of the day and the 
strikes have also become a regular 

•The original speech was delivered in Tamil. 



371 

(Shri K. Ramamurthy) 
feature. If due to any such reuon 
the coal supply is delayed, then tbo 
Thermal Power Stationa will have to 
sbut down, resultina in serious dis-
location of economlc activities. On 
account of paucity of coal, if electri-
city aeneration comes to a standstill, 
all industrial· production comes to a 
&rinding halt. Agriculture will also 
be the victim. I appeal to the hon. 
Minister that he should take qpedi-
tious steps for replenishiiig the dwin-
dling coal srocks of Thermal Power 
Stations in Tamil Nadu. 

Before I proceed further, I would 
like to pay my compliments to the 
hon. Minister of Energy for havin@ 
sanctioned the Second-Mine Cut in 
Neiveli Lignite Project. 

Sir, I do not kn'<>w whether I should 
call it a wrangle or an unseemly con-
troversy betwen the Railway Minister 
and the Energy Minister. When we 
enquired the Railway Minister about 
inadequate supply of rail wagons for 
loading coal, he replied that on ac-
count of snail pace loading of coal 
from pitheads about 800 rail wagons 
have got stranded near the coal mines. 
I do not know who is responsible. I 
request that the hon. Minister of 
Energy sh'Ould ensure that the coal, 
which according to him is getting 
piled up sky-high, is loaded on time 
so that its supply is not delayed un-
necessarily. 

The hon. Energy Minister hails !rom 
Tamil Nadu and though he was a 
member o! different political parties 
at some time or the other, he is now 
in the Rulin1 Janata Party. The 
manner in which his own colleagues 
in the Council o! Ministers are laying 
sie1e to his Department, I am afraid, 
may make him a Minister without 
portfolio shortly, The hon. Minister 
ot Steell and Mines, Shri Biju 
Patnaik, has operily expres1ed that 
the Coal Mine1 must te broulbt 
under his custody ao that hia 
Steel Mills can work smoothly. The 

A.lrlculture Minister, Sllrl 8arnala, 
:feelt 'that ace hydel '. power proJa:ta 
are intimately connected. with Imp.... 
tion Projects, they should le brought 
under bis tutelaae. l'rom 1uch news-
paper report, I come across. I am 
afraid that our Energy Minister may 
be usurped of his Departments and 
declared as the Minister without 
Portfolio. l hope that our Energy 
Minister has the strength to thwart 
such onslaughts. 

In re&ard to the supply of coal to 
another vital sector, i.e. the cement 
industry, the Taritf Commission has. 
fixed a uniform rate, whether the 
cement industry is located in deep. 
South or in far east or in distant 
west. Whether the Sin&ereni coal ha& 
to go to a cement factory located far 
away or the coal from Bihar has to 
travel a long distance, there is no 
discriminati0n in the rate. For ex-
ample, the Cement factory in Thala-
yooth in Tirunelveli District in Tamil 
Nadu is the farther-most corner from 
the source o! supply of coal. The 
cement industry, with this benefit of 
uniform rate available to them, could 
produce cement with some margin of 
profit for them. The increase in the 
coal price, which includes the railway 
freight hike for coal, has hampered 
their production pattern. Fifty to 
Sixty Members of Parliament have 
handed over a petition in this regard 
to the hon. Minister and I request the 
hon. "l'1'inister to look into this issue. 

The coal mines were nationalised 
with the avowed objective of national 
good. The hon. Minister has accepted 
on the floor of this House that the 
Coal India Ltd. is incurring losses re-
gularly to the tune of several orores of 
rupees. When the coal mines were in 
the private sector they were making 
profits. Why should they incur losses 
as soon as they have been brought in 
the public sector? Where is the difi· 
ciency aDd what la the cause-It is 
felt that natjon~t~on ia a Jm&thema-
for the Janata Government. Is auch 
recurrtna 1011 in the Coal lndla Ltd., 
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due to the compltcity of bureaucrats? 
One. bqint to. wonder .wlHOtr t1't tn-
duatriallats and tM entDile mine: 
owner. were showlna $JrGftt after in-
dul&in1 fn tax evasion. Coal mines 
are in the core sector and we cannot 
afford to malu! them sick. The Gov-
ernment of India should defeat such 
efforts, whether it is on the part · of 
bureaucrats or on the part of the erst-
while owners who are keen to estab-
lish that the concept M public sector 
is bogus and not in the nation's in· 
terest. The Government of India 
should be committed to the growth and 
development of public sector in the 
country, which alone can save the 
posterity from depravity. 

The hon. Minister has proposed 
modification ~in the penal provisiona 
for illegal minine-more number of 
years of imprisonment and Rs. 20,000 
as fine. •rhe people who, indulge iJn 
such activities are immuned to such 
legal provisions. We know the number 
of cases lingering on for years and 
years against the industrialists. A 
case was instituted against Shri Rama-
krishan Dalmia in 1958 and till 1968 be 
could not be arrested. They are not 
afraid of facing legal punishment, if 
their purpose is served. All the loop-
holes in a legislation are exploited by 
them. I would like to suggest that 
the provisions of law must be imple-
mented rigorously and vigorously. 

I am sure that the hon. Minister in 
his reply to the Debate will refer to 
the points I have raised. I conclude 
my speech thanking you for the oppor-
tunity given to me. 

..,,~fq (~):"r­

m.- q~, 1fi~r 'll'fT it; .-r=t· it ~it 
irit l~ ntu" fll"1' ~ "' ~ ~~r. 
~tfiti~lir.:~~~~~ 

~.,. ~~··""~~,, •«" 
fwr« it~~ q t fiti ~ 
mt~"° ~~1'iltmt 
f\1'r t, ~ ~ antr m ~~ ~ R 
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~r ~~~ ;mr ~ or~if "PT f~iire­
~r ~ 1 <=:) crr.=r ~T<r :;;r) osr~ ~.fCfiT fu;:r 
~1¥ ifi"{ Cfi~ WIT lTlfT I ITT ~~ ~ 
~ ;;rt ~ ~r ~T<r ~- ;;r) • 
~1T ~ ~ :qm ~~ m m-q ~T 
~T qrif lliT ~~~ -:;r) ~a-T ~ fct:; ~ 
«ifT~<rT~T e~~T ~T<1"~, -q~ TJ;Cfl ~!ITTU'f 
fcm~Cfi mcrT ~ f'6' <=:r. Cfll "PT 'ii~ q~ ~'fq 
qq. lli"{ ~ Gr~ m"{ 1 o ~;;m: "PT "I'~ 
~ 2 o ~~ 1iiITT Cfi{ fu<ir "ii~ ~ 
lFiT ~T<rr ? '3"i1'CfiT -:F.l! 5 0 ~-, "{ CfiT 
~"{ iITTT"T ~T"f :qmif ci:r @'<ft ~ f q;'{ 

mq 1 o- 2 o ~"ii~ "PT orrcr ~~ ~ ~T"{ 
~~ fuTJ; 'il'T qt::q ~T~ a-Cfi 1i~T 
~Tl 

t 
~~ if lfA'f P:r it;;:rT _ \il"T ci;r ~i::rr;r 

~ :;;ir~ ~ fct> m<:T orm m~ mirif 
~f ~ fcfi-~r m<:T lf!lfmT tA- ~·hn ~~ 
~r ~r ll:~ iii~ ~ iii, ;;ror if~ !f.TTIT 
~ :q-mif crffi qqr mcr1 ci;) ~"{ f~ .,. 
m m-:;r. ~ tr"{ '!f~ ~ ;;rrar ~ 1 
~ 10-s ~ lfi~'f ~ ~ ~m? 
~ ai ~ ~~ ~ -:qr~ ~ fct> ~~ "Sl'CfiT"{ · 
l1iT cpflf -:;rr ~T<r Cfim ~ ~r f.rifT mt, 
~Cl"fr 'il'T ;;rr<rGR ~), ~~ 1!'"{ i:t' f~r 
'lft mqc'f ~ :a-m ;;recr Cfi"{ ~ ~ I 
~ ~~ wm~ CfiT CfiT'!'f ~ ;;mprr ~1 
~T ~ 'ITTJ"{ ~) ~ ~ I ~ ~T 
~er ~mT fci; errri~ if qtq ~~;r it mi 
if;~qr~, ~if t/, Cfi ~~T'f cplf Cfi~ "IT"{ 
•w:r if 'ifRT op~ I ifif '!ft~ fcr1!"11T .. 

~'llrncr ~~. ~ 1911-7.2 ~-
if q;rctf ci;~T <ITT- ~"{ ~~err m w ~ 
f.t> f~ tr"{ ~1 ~ "'1- mT ~ ~·h: 
m;;r if <ti~ ~ ~ f.t; ii-ITT ~ if 
~ ~ <ilf ~ ~~ 'i9Ror'f;; ~ If~ 
~lf ;j- ~ ~ frr<flf::qa- g.m ~T Cl"Of ~­
~T\if 9 ~ li~ ~t cplf tfilc ~Tar 
~ ;;refCfi CfiTlf ~T ~ ~)ITT ~' ~;r 
~Cf'ff ~T ~)ITT ~I 1g~~T it~~~ <tr-
orrer ::q~ ~T ~ 1 ~Cf'ff \XITGT '!';'~ ~ 1 

~m~C!; if irerr ;;rr CfiT ~ ~"f:q;:rr "IT~ar 
~ f~ ;;rq- mi:r ~~ ~ ~i'i" f;r;r ~;:rr m;:rT · 
~~"{ ~r;r1 '!ft ~if ~ foe!; :;:i-~ ·~ . 

~ m ~w ~q-if m~ Cfii"f ~ -~~ ~ 
'tf~T ~ ~ I ~ Offfl ~;;r"{ li~ ~-
"PT ~ orrcr ~ ~ err "{f\lr CfiT ~ ~ 
~ : "{);;r ~1 c-;:r <flmm 'ifRT ~) W t 
~) mi:r f'f;'« er~ ~ "{TCfl ~ ?, 
~T ~fq; ~ ~ f<ti ~Cfi ~~ mtr CTcT r 

~, ~. "{fli ·rorm ~~ mfm 
~,m~ ~f~ ~'ffif ~rn ~ fct> '3"iffi· 
li~ ci;r ~ ~ ~ ~h ~r ~)"{ 9;41f~ 
;ruor ir~1 'fir 1 s f~ <tiT cr;ns<.rr~ 
OfT'fiT ~err ~) 'il'T 6 m~ ~ f~ ~'ffif 
i:t' m ~~~ fcti :a-m 1s fu'f ci;T ~-
~ lfT 'f ~ I ~ "l]Cf ~R ;r')fu ~ ~T"{ . 

\if"fITT 1TIGT 'PT ~"{ ~ ~ t'tm ~ · 
~1 ~T I ~Tlf ~ f~, ;;r) ~ .. 
~<ti "<11n:fflT ~r, m;;r ~ ~~T CfiT. 1 
lfITTrCfi ~T lflfT ~ ~T"{ ~i:rfu ~r ef~ 
~~i:rfcr ~ lflfT ~ I ~«T ~ ~ 
~~~~, ;;rcr W<ti~r <tiT orrn t_ 
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-q ~ t{lfi 1l~ - ~ it fh:tit ~ 
·~ lfi""'1' 'lT, q: ~ ~ ifif fTQT I 
~1 ?fC'T tm ~ ~-~ 
·~'\'"( ~'fftf ':!~ <ti'~ ~ ~ ~NT­
~~~ t 'l''tt~'1')'( it~ 
;~)qr l!fl1 11mmr ~ !fi'r ~ '1'1'T 
·«~ft t I lf.~ fiti~ ~ ~, 
·-a~ q'"( ~~ fiti~ m.rr \(~, ~~ft ~r 
1lfft~ ~<li'Tl:: ~~it~ grro) ~I 
t.'(lifi ~ •1"1fl"r ~ \JITTl'r t, fafi" m "ror 
·~ '1;; .q ~i" fiti .r.rr ~lfr "ijff".l' 1 ~'f «rl:r 
:GITTr1 <tfl ~l!fi\ lfi~ lt«r ~ ~ ~i;r~ 
Cfi~'fT f<fl ltl ~;; mlf ~ gr~ ~~ en'. 
'1'f't1' ~~cfi!fi f'RT"( lifi~ I i!fifi~ 
1 o ~lflfr ;:~r irr gr)-( wr 9 ~cnrr ~~ 
~ I ~ 50 tfU~ ~ ~ irr '1'h 
·!lfl'll ~ ~) tf~ tfi1l lifi"{ ~ 48 lifi"{ ~r 
'1'R "1'~ 4 8 ~ ~) ~ I !:~ ~~ ~ 
~~ if~~ ~T "{Fiftft'fu ~ i!fiT1l ~T 
·~lfT I qrq- (ff "fT"{ £{~~ ~ ~ 

iJ)"( i!fiea ft{ll'T f<fl ~ 1 0 -qqit ~ ~ i.1" 

'l'R ~ 9 ~crit <ti"( f~lll, ot ctitV~ 1 o 
tiq;r lifir lffrfr lifi"( "(~r irr "1'~ "1'fq' 9 

~(fit <tiT ~Hr <fi"( ;;:~ ~, ~;; arrot ~ lf.Tlf 
;;~1 ~r 'l"°h: ~ lifi~ ~ fi!fi "1'fq' i!fi'T ~~ 
'1"{ 11'nf~(ff'i{eflifi f<r-<rr~ lifi~ ~trrr I 
tr@?T mq- ~ 'lfi:fi!fif{f Gi~ sl:t ~ I i!fi);r 
'1'fa"Ofi~t ~ ~ffi' ~ fi!fi ~T ~"( lfi"rpfl' 
~~:r~ ~ "(~) ~ -a;:r ctiT if~ cti"«T 
~r, 1 f~m it fi~ CfiT f'fR;o ~. ~ ifffi1'T 
·~ 1 ~ "1'ri3f • lf~ i{Tff ~~ ~ti!fi ~r ii' 
Cfi~ "(~ ~ f<fi irr11 ~ i)' qwrerrr ~ ~, 
~~ Qf'flfl'"( ~ <ii"1:fT 'l'T gr~a- itn\Rtr 
iF~ ;;~r ~t'l'"'t 'ill~ '{'1' ~ mq- 'liT lifiTlf 
~~ ~~ ;::r~r ~ , ~tr rnr emrr lifit 
lf ('f\11'"( ~a- ~~ ~ 'gfq''hvf lifi"(ITT ~ fcti' 
~« ~ arnif<~Ofi ~ ~ iifTlt "1'1°"( 
\;ff '(f'fG Cfi~ ~" "1rfl(T ~ f;;qn \iIT(( 
~ i3JT "{~"tzr ~ .lfi'T ~~~ trr 

(Amdt.) Bill 

-qr t. ~ 1fi1 "11n' ~ ~ ~ "' 
lfi'1~crh:~ t~ ~i3"flfil 
~ ~ iJTITt I Uf crf1ll iii m"f 
~ qoq;r) GITTr fl'~ lfi'W i I 

~~ (m•r) : ~r:rffl" i't, 
~~ ~ Cfi~ ~ltl~<"ll.~ltl'l (~­
lte) f~, 1978 t, 1:~ ~ ~ rort'<'.f 
~"{ITT ~ I 

if~r ~~it~~~« l!fiT ~ 
~\ifl~irr i912m 1913 
ltif, ~ it ijff lf<"IT~ it ~ 
vft I \J'f n ai;l ~ ~"{ klfT ~ $fh: ~ 
"111fi:JT ~ flfi' ~ ~q-~ m- ~ 
Cfi~~ifi'T<fi'Jl:r~T~I ~ 
lififi_<rT it \il'T ~ ~~flf"hi'1'1 cITT- ~"{o 
'ft, ? ~l=itt~'T'11' <fit fq~ ilfi'~ 'fi'T 
am'f irr m\ 1:tjl ~ <tlr 'q'°)\ ~ e.rr, 
f'1!"f lifil ~~ ~ ii° m'tfi fl!filTT rn:rT ~ I 

1:~ ii' Q"~ ~ ~r 1Tf ~ f.fi m i.f;' 
\ift ~;:c @~ ~, :;;;:f i!fi'T ~~\if 
~ tfllT ~ I q-g~ Zc grrq:j {~ ~ 
f~~~ ~1 ~T, \J~ ~) ~lfi~'i f~ 
it'llT ~ 1 \11') ~w;;m~ ahtr ~ lTT 
~cr~ik f'11"f ~ ~r;; f:rar ~ "1'1z (Rr-
~ 1!~ OffT fom ~ q-z f~lTT m-ffr ~' Cf(!" 
t! ~ :qrf~ I {~ it ~Cfi ~m Gl"Hf 
irr f.:fi f\11'~ Ci'1f~ m~\11' f<lilll irm ~T 
i!fi'T;:;nr~~ 'liT, '11'T ~ q-z cr.f f~lf 'liT 
~'f ~ ~T, 'q'T~ ~t 'q'R~ i.1" \J'i <liT '11'1' 
~lf~"hr irr, ~ otiT ~ Cf{~ ~ 
~'ffii~ ~) fCfim' 1f1.JT VfT flfi ~ ~ -
~lij;:r lfif iifT me.rmtt ~, 1f~ grrq:j 

~~r, \J~ <tit ~ ~ tj'm lTT rrtT 
~ tj'm I :;;;:f ;mt"l Cfi) 'ift {~ it° 
~~Cfi"(f~1f~~m"(~~ITT 
~ fifi' me m'fi qtff~ 1ft arcti iit f~lll 
inrr ~ 1 # c:rr ~m wnrm ~ f.fi ~~ 
!ft ,tr ~~ ~ ~ ~~~lrii ~ 
~ifa' iti1' '3far ~ ffr $fR -g:;:r ttit't'ij~~ 
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~Mr, ~ ~ t~~~, 
firl' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~·"1ti q: ft 
~pr~'Tm· ~ftpr 
~'MT, q-h: ~~ht lfi) ~ ~ 5f 
e:111'r, it rnr .m ur ~ if ~ !fir~ 
~t• ~JftfinniM~~' 
'!~ qr fifi ~ ifl' ~" 
·~~ir~~~t,ri~ 
~t~~~""~ltfltafilff ~ 
"f I {;:r ~ i!li ft;rQ ~) {~if Wtf'Q;:r 
fifilfT 'T'lfT t I ~ ~) ~ffl' Wf;T ~PIT 

~' ~ ~ ~ ~Of ~mr llfft ~ u 
~r l I ~if~~ tilflt \iflflifT 
~, ~e- ar,r ~ (fhr ~31'~ ~irit ~ ~~q-r 
'T'lfT~ I m~ifi"~zt' 
'51) ~~~r tft, q~ F ~ ;rr '1'lft ~ , 
~~<ll1 oT'fi ~n ~ ~~~ lJfi\ f~q-r 

trlff~ 1 {~~Cfft~r~mr 1 
l'.~afir ir~ ~rm f<fi i\'~~11:m ~ 
~ in~ <tiT ~ci: or'fi ~ ~mr, 
·;;;ft ~ij' cm- CfilfT ~' ~ff~T ~ f<filfT 
'5J~'T'T I mCfi'f ~;; 11iifi~~ 1:f tl1:iifi'T~ 
Cfi"Ti:n:l'R ~T §{ ~ I ~er) ~'iff\'IT ~ 
f<fi Cfi)<;i" tfi"r ~ ~ \if'ir~ "ilt'~ ~r ~ , 
qw) ff<fi tf1:CfiT~ cr.r \il"T lim ~ fafi 
~~~ rn ~ <fftt:R Cfir Cfit:rr 
~ CfiW, ~ ~ tf1:'fi'T~ ~ ~T Cfif ~ I 
~T 'iJT ~T ~'fi irrf~~ 1:f far f.fff 
t I ~ ~ ~~ tOTl:RT ~~T ~ ~ I 
;q-rir \it'iiffT "fl'T ~llTiii.-.T~ ~ ~ 'fillRT 

~:q.ff "ilt'T~ ~T, ~~ ~ ~"ilt' W ~ I 
~llfin: tfi"T "ilt'Tf~ ftfi" <:r~ ~if R crrnt 1'i1' 
q I ~~~rl:~ii tfiR f~ ~'fi ifftfi 
~~~~ ~T ~);;-r "ilt'~ I W~ 
·q~'fi Efit tfiTlf~T q ['trrr "ilt'T~ 1 irir~ 
~irrt ~ ftf~ lfi ~~ ~. m \it't wr.r-
~ ~ ~T~ ~ ~ \ft ~)mlra-) Cfft 
·~r ~ ~"ffl'T ~ ~) ~irr~ ir~ 

~ ~~~lfi'~~I ~~nafit"i:t'f~ 

~~~(~~~1'i1'Croti~ 

f3m't smr ~1"f ~ ~ ~ itl' wrh 
tq~(lf 

~~lti'~~~t'~ 
afiT ~ t, ~ffl' {'f ~ rn ~ 
rn ~~ afit lR'fr ~ ~ m 
~ ~ ifT~ ~ 'l'lfr t 'fh: ~ mtt 
(Mt am;: ~ ir1ft f ~ ~ ~ 
~Tlt~ lfT q;:r afit:f ~lirr I ~~f~tt ~ 
R~afif ~ ~ff ~T ~ I 

-.To ~ lft ~ ( '1111'~'!\) : 
~ lf(~lf, ~ ~ "(T~ 
~)wr fcrilfafi illi ~'1 it inf ~ 
~)~;:r arre: ~r ~ 1 ~ ~~~ ifi" 
~~ ~ ~ ~T f~ <fft~ 11( 

fl:r~r ~r. -u~~ ifi" ~ ~ 
lfi'Tiffl ~ ~T ~ I ~~ ~ift:TT~ 11( 

«l'g"(f ~T Sl'\'fler ~ ~ I ir'1f q'T\it' 
ifi° ~iff"ilt'T\ ~ if ~ifT"ffl: 'frlfT ~ fafi 
~ro ij'fo ;q-rfo ~~o ilf\"T ~m 260 
~~ ~lt° ffCfi ;flfT ~ I ~~t, ~;:'1 it 
,:r) Cf.Tit q"ffiITTT g-f ~ I ~RT if 
afffTlfT '1'lfT ~ fafi ~ \il'T mff ~) ~r ~ 
~ij'cll1 Cfiir fCfilfT \il'T ~ffT ~ I ~T'ft 
if~a-*Cfir~~w.r~t~r~ 1 
mrr ~T ~ "{T~Hr f~ arr~ ~ ~~TlfT 
fafi ~ ~ft ~~ <it ~r.fr ~ ria- ~ 
~ ~ :qtft 6.T ~T ~ I ~ ~VTf 
CfiT ~mr ~ ftfi" irrrr.t'Tlr *'1 \ift it ~r 1'i1' 
~T Cfi\ .~T ~ lfT Cfi~ CfiT w:t"Hr fCfilfT 
~ , ~fotio:t" ~~ !ff':;f ~ \ifr ~'ift\fr ~. 
~~Tit arcrm ~ f'F ~ RT ~ Ofilf ~ I 
R~Tl: ~ ~ Cfi"T ~ ~. q~ ~~ if'f 
irTmit~afir"ilt'roq:~r~ 1 
~~~ q~ ifT~Cfi ~n: gn:T\it'~T afiT iff(:f 
er;; irrn ~ 1 

17 hrs. 

mm ir~ir ~)lrr ~ ~\'fr ~HT ~T 
it 9'"11'T~ it 'l'T~ (mt ~ ~frrwf ~ 
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.[tr~ ~nr it mg] 
1'i~~11"~~~~~ 

~~~(t'fft.ft' I ~~~ 

mllf~{~~~t~ 
'T't9' ~ ~ ifi°'mT moo '3l'm ~ 
~'°'~rt1 lt'f~cmff 
1fiT m gt( ~ ~r ~ ~ 'JIT ~ 
i!fiT~~lTlll~~~l!fi'lf~ I 
~~~~~~~ 
~I ~ ~~ ~ 'U'71.f ~ fcmT 
~T 0filT'ifl\ ~ l~ q-r~ ~ ~ oITT' 

amf ~) W ~ I ~ Cfir~ ~) lfPfllf '"' 
if.~ ~r ~ ctt iiff m :crru &m ~ 
tm"(mit~~~~rw~, 
Wd9'~cITT'l:~~~~~imoT 
~ fl:fi ~ ~~ Wfin:'. ifl1' ~ ~ft;m 'fi'T 
~~~)i{T~~,"(~~~a-)~ 

~in:rar~f.fi~~~T~~mr 
~~cf.T ~ ~&l'Jf ar.i1'iT ;'!fl~lt I 

~tfttrt~~~l.TT~~~~ I ~Cf)T 
Sf('lf~ sn:rrar ~~r i:rrrr.tl'lf ~~ ~ ~ 
~ I 

~ cti"T ~ irr:R ~~ 
~~~ffi~T~~filfiCTCT'!fi1' 
~~ ~tfT ~Yl.TT t I ~ ~T ff'l.TT ~ · 

"Tata mines have been excluded 
on the ground that the mines being 
~aptive mines, supply coal only to 
rISCO." 

mr n: ~~Ar ;p.r)ifl1' irf ~ ~ ~ 
t:J(t ~ tfM~ I CTCT ~ tfT ~T 
'{~~~ ffi;TTfff~~I 
~:.lf-~~~~~a'"ff 

!lf:lfi'T1ft° (it{l4iifi(Uj 1'n:~1UiJfl'iiT~ 
'f'r l?T q-q- trftr~ iifi"{ ~'fT ~lf t ~ 
if'i!l'T ~ '-'~ ~~ ilfiT Jm:l .-r~ « ~.:r-fir 
-.n tffq'~ i;'(f~¢ l!fT filfi 'ffq' (il5(}'\4'fi(Oj 

ifi\ t'J t pr~ir~q ~r~ if \1f'iif 
•T.ff ilfiT "(T~ f!lfi1n 'ff ~ p 

(Amdt.) Bill 

wR " '1'f (i' I q '{'fi ~-,., '"" 
cfT I ~~lfil'~.~~~IRir 
~m~fITT:~ WT ~~i 
~~j.fit;~it~it'~ '1'N 
~l~ I 

~~i!fiT~t~. 
~ ~ 'lm 'lfifaf' f'ffil' i!fiT lfT ~lit'~ 
~~i!fiT~'l'~ilfi~iir ~ 
~~r~"', WR~r~· 
~filfitrrl'J1fTffi? ~)~~~­
~~~~\it1f~lifi~fq-~~cm­
~~1n:~1~f 
~tfT ~ ~ ~ 9;fftf0Ji'T ~ 
~~ ~'fT~lrl ~~~ 
~~ n:if'lT fi' ~T~~ tf ~ ~ 
ctrm~1 q'~~~~~~~ 
~ ~ I ~~ cl« ~ 'il'i'fffi''f ilfiT ~ 
(f'fi~Sf~~~ri 1 ~;:riPt 
Cfif 1n: 'il'T ,~ ~ I ~ ~~ ~Tift if;- \il'T 
~~ ~ ~ '\3'~~ ~ Gf(fflfT ~ f'Ofi ~;:rf; 

tlt Ofi'T Tf.irei;r ~T ~r ~ I ~;:r 
~ilfi)~~~~~~ 
~ fcti "'1'tf ~« ~r ~ ~ ~Tiff 'fir 
~Tif ~ ~ ~T :qr~if I 
~ ~ ilfiT f\im if~ff iir ~ \3'Cftft~r 
fllitrr, f.nfirt ~ 'fil1:trT ilfiT ~ m 
~ f~ ~ ~ ~RT "1T ~;;<fft Q;<m-
~ ilfiVIT ~ ~ ~r f!!ilIT ~;:r 
it ~ m ~ 'fi'Tt!lfrf ~ 
~I ~~smmrq;rr~ 
mW ~ ifi ifilfiTiT ilfiT ~A ffr.r 
~ it q'T ~"~it rn arfr' 01A'OO. 
~ "l{T~ 1 ~ ~ar ~ 1:~· 
~ fifm ;r q-rq q: ~ ~· 

f.nrifuf ~ ~a ~ ~ 1rfffi'<r 8J;;r. 
t I 

'!fim ifi (t'{\4Cfi <GI ati'T ~ ~ wltff~ 
iti 11'\' li' ~~ ~1fiT t 1'1tlf~ 1:Tli - ~);e; 
'ffl'ef iffm ii'f '((T t I 1'. ~~fi('l'T ( 
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flfi ~ ~ 1fT'l'lif ~llfi '""'~"t1f 
~ mirftr ifiT fl'O;:r' ~ ~ 
it"""~ Ai ~lf.rtOT~fcti'~­
~ ~ iiW{~~1'i'~ 11\r~rGl'r 
~ti~~~ ~l!fi~il' 
~Cf<lfiT ~ f<tl ~ ~~ ~r ~ ~ 
~,~lf?.rr~~~t~ht~rCfiir 
rn ~ ~mer i I ~~r f~f 1'i'T 
~ 1r ~a- §tt ~ ~r f<li mi:r i:t'li 
~q~~f~mtt1~r~ 
!fifr:r irrr~ ~~'Q'("i ifiT Q;llfi ~vf 
f~ ~~ ~crra) ~~~tm 1 
efto qrf o ~o 'lif ar<fiTlfT ifW<t' tf 'fllfl lr 
~ 1 iierr ~r ~ o'Tcr. ~ HtF> ':?rfcliT 
~cr.rlfr ~'fl' :qrfm 1 99 Cfi~t~ ~ ifi 
~"hif ~lfT ~-- I <r) ~ 'JTf ifilff t I 

~r ~r if mlfT ~r f<rCfi~~ it" 
ft:rl:t mftlit ~r rir~r ~. irrt:r ~ f~ 
~r fll'~ ~ I ~tr m ~ fiT(;f ~1~ 
~ f;;r<qnr, ~~ fCi1TI'ir m-.: ci1~ 
!Q"R t;.r:;ff f~m if CfilmTif~rr ~f.rr 
~ mf<r. ~<r. ~m irt ~·-~,.~~n;; ef r 
~'h: tf':q~ if Of.Tll ~'1 ef.r. I 

~~r<r.~iifi"~if~'tft mllT 
~ <r.tf~ 1fiffi ~h 'fR-1filfif:ir CfiT\Yl' ~ 
f'q-~ if eft ~~ ~rm- ~~fr ~~ ~ \iiW 
~Sf7 ~' ~tr -~~ it -lt~ ~ ~er ~'9'-
efclfT or.r :q-:qf er.r ~ 'F;TT ~ lH"rT I ~t 
O'~~ ~ ';{~ 8 ~ ~T ~T~ 
n:irrrr if t ~Cfi'f ~-.ft i::t'fi ~r;:r ~~ ~r 
t ~ l 5 2 <filf'~r <f.Tll ~ ~ I <:ft 
;jj'~t ~~r ~r ~ ~ Cfi~ CfiT ...r~r1'. 
~, mv:r ~r 'fl"flrf1 <fir irm ~ flt~ mq 
;aoro~ iiJlR ~ f~i.r Sl'll"TfT ~r ~ er.~~ 
~ (", I 

'-Fa it iru f;;~G";; ~ frTi miR ~@11ir 
~17'. ~~ ~ (1if) 'iTJ1T' it il'O'TlTT ~ f<r, 
~ lfl'fr ~ ~rflr~r t fer~.'[ &r~ir 

1iv.ii ~ lffi;lfii' ~ lfT ~ ~ir "m7!Cf~ 

Laws (Amdt.) Bilf. 
(~'1f) iti' q1;f ~~l iti' ~ 
~ Cfi1fl!IITT:"f rm ~~ faR ~ {fl.fi'Rr 
(ff7.ff 1'if cf~ ~ lfiT Sf~if t I (ft ~ 
~ ~~nrr ~ ~ ? it ffi ~crr ~ f<t1 
~ ~ ff ~~ ~r ft]"i:r nr~ ~r 
~rt 1~~Tifi11~~ 
ir'h: ~~lfi f~ ~'t Q:m ~;; m~ 
:qrf~if f<ti fiiflrrir tfiT ~r trfa-f.'ff i!fir ir.n 
;;rrf~lt mf<fl im:rr ~r if." ~ if f<r.(1T 
\ii'Tlf I 

~;:r~~mv:r~~ 
~r ifi' m'f' ~qt- fcril'~ <tiT 
~;; 'fi"«IT ~ ~h: :q-r~liT ~ f'fi !qjq ~;; 
~Ttfitsm·i:twer.<mii~Ofi)~ 
tr~~ ftw"m;; fq-~~ ~~·~ or 
~~4' ~~~rt \YfffTT 'tit ~r CTGT \if~r Cfi"~ 
~ \il'.:tt~:n~ ~ '3''iCfiT \TT mer imflr~ ~ 
~fy I 

SHRI DHIRENDRANATH BASU 
(Katwa): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I want to 
say that nationalisation for nationa-
lisation's sake is not good. We would 
welcome it it it would come in a com-
prehensive way. This is a piece-meal 
Bill. 

It would be seen from the report of 
the Public Undertakings Committee 
that almost all the companies of Coal 
India are running at a loss. It is sur-· 
prising. It has also been stated in the 
Report of the Public Accounts Commit-
tee that coal worth over Rs. 3 crores 
cannot be accour.teci for. It might 
have been stolen through the medium 
of contractors. Some of my friends 
who have just spoken said that smug-
gling is going on and coal would have 
certainly gone to other places through 
smuggling. Officers could not account 
for it. This was done in collabora-
tion with the contractors and the Offi-
cers. 

Out" hon. Minister, I believe, is very 
sincere in his purposes, but mere sin-
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cerity does not bring fruits. Cnless 
the whole thing is reorganised, it will 
run at a loss. Two or three years ago 
there wore heavy accidents in Chas-
nala and other mines. The members 
o! the families who died in the acci-
dents hive not yet been provided with 
jobs. The com1J~11sation ha$ not been 
paid to them in full, whereas the 
minister has co:ne forward for making 
payment of cr•rr.pensation to the 
owners. In page 5 clause 10 of the 
.Bill reads: 

''In section 2 of the Coal Mines 
(Nationalisation) Act (hereinafter 
referred to as the Coal Mines Act) 
in clause (h), for sub-clause (xii), 
the following sub-clause shall be 
substituted ... 

(xii) all other fixed assets mova-
a ble and immovable, belon'ging to 
the owner of a mine, wherever 
situated, and current assets, belong-
ing to a mine, whether within its 
premises or outside." 

They have almost taken away all 
their assets from the coal mines. They 
have got only the cages, nothing else. 
Now they will get huge amount o! 
compensation fol' !and anc'. all that. 
The workmen who have been thrown 
out ot employment as a result of 
nationnlisation in 1971 must be com-
pensated. Their compensation has not 
yet been paid i 11 fu 11 in this Bill, 
provision should nave been made tor 
payment of compensation provident 
fund and oth<'r dt..es to thl'.' wor:.:er.s 
who have been ~ .. 1r'>wn out o~ employ-
ment. TheSe am.JL:!"'ts shouir: be paid 
io them in full. 

Hcav ~ smuggling is going on through 
the contractors, as resu.!t of which 
many oJ the industries, small and 
medium, in the eastern region are not 
getting supply of coal regularly. There 
is shortage of coal and shortage of 
power. Due to shortage of coal, most 
<>f the capacity is not being utilised 
by the small and medium industries, 

(Amdt.) Bilt 
as a re.sult of which these industries 
had to lay oft many employees. So, 
arrangements should be made in such 
a way that the loopholes are plugged. 
During transit, coal should not be 
stolen. These contractors were ap-
pointed 5 or 7 yea'."S ago and their con-
tracts, have always been renewed. 
Why not appoint new contractors in 
their place?. These contractors in col-
laboration with the officers are steal-
ing coal. Otherwise why should the 
coalmines run at a loss? Almost all 
the government undertakings are run-
ning at a loss. When ind~stri~ are 
run by private people, they e:lrn pro-
fits. But why i:-hr.uld thE>!le big com-
panies run at r.. lo:-:s after nationalii>a• 
ti on? 

In page 5 of the Bill, the minister 
has proposed that the Co:n:'1i~rioner 
will settle these things. I strongly 
object to it. One of our hon. friends, 
Dr. Ramji Singh said that a high level 
committee should be appointed for 
this purpose. I quite agree with him 
that we should not be dependent upon 
one person, however honest hP. may 
be, and there should be a high level 
committee who w::1 settle thf.: disr:;.1tes. 
The payments are to be made on their 
recommendations, so thnt there may 
not be any loophole. 

So far as the coalmines in Dhanbad 
area and Asansol area are concerned, 
they are not only running at a loss but 
there is mismanag0ment. The Direc-
tor of Mines Safety sits at his head-
quarters in Dhanbad. He is sitting 
tight in his office as a Governor. He 
does not visit the coal mines even once 
a month. It was reported that during 
Chasnala disaster, he went there only 
on the following day. 

Chasnala was very near to Dhanbad. 
But he could not go there on the same 
day. He should have gone there with-
in a few hours. This is the position of 
the officer, the Director General of 
Mines Safety. The hon. Minister has 
come forward to give him more powers 
to deal with such matters. There 
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•hould be also an expert. committee 
with the Director General of Mines 
Safety as the Chairman and they must 
look to the s.afety of the workmen of 
.all coal mines. Due to nealigence of 
oftlcers, due to negligence of authori-
ties, due to mismanagement of authori-
ties, these coal mines are running at 
a loss and even accidents happen al-
most every month. Such accidents 
should not recur. If the Director Gene-
ral of Mines Safety visits all the places 

and finds out ways and means of 
avoiding the recurrence of such acci-
dents, we would welcome it. The Re-
port on Chasnala is with you. What 
does the Report say? Thousands of 
people died, thousand of workmen 
died. What does the Report say? Due 
to inefficiency, due to incorrect finding, 
due to the mistake of the Superinten-
dent and the top officers, the emplo-
yees were allowed to go down. That 
should not have been done, and as a 
result, such serious accidents happen. 
So, I find that there is this niflkulty. 
The CoaJ Mines Minister is our friend, 
Shri Biju Patnaik, and the Energy 
Minister is Shri Ramachandran. our 
esteemed friend. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Basu, he is 
also the Coal Minister. 

SHRI DHIREND'RANATH BASU: 
Not the entire coal mines. There 
shoulrl he close coordination between 
the two. 

There is another point. Due to 
shortage of wagons coal cannot be sent 
here and there, it cannot be dispersed. 
Dispersals are withheld by almost all 
the companies due to shortage of 
wagons. What can the railway 
authorities do? What is the coordi-
nation between the Mines Minister? 
So, I request the Coal Mines Minister 
t 0 look into the matter very carefully 
and see that proper coordination !s 
there so that we can expect efficient 
service 'from them. If you do not do 
that, then what wiJl be the result? The 
result will be not only recurring loss 
every year-the Central Government 

Law1 (Amdt.) Bill 
will lose crorea of rupees-but tbe 
coal mines will be deteriorated. There 
has been deterioration after nationa-
lisation. Nationaliaation was done for 
the benefit of the people. But instead 
of benefiting the people, what has hap· 
pened is, the cost has been increased 
by 50 per cent. People are not getting 
coal at reasonable prices. They are 
getting at a price 50 per cent higher 
within these few years. I do not 
blame you only for this. I do not 
blame the present Minister only for 
this. But why should the cost in-
crease after nationalisation? Why 
should not the public get coal at 
reasonable prices? You must find out 
a method, to see that the prices are 
not raised. If you go through the 
figures of price increases, you will be 
surprised to find where we are. Prices 
are increasing daily. This morning. 
the price of milk has been raised by the 
Delhi Mille Scheme and by the hon. 
Minister of Agriculture and Irrigation. 
EverbodY objected to it. 

If there is proper and efficient 
management and if you can see that 
the cost of production of coal is reduc-
ed, then and then only can you stop 
the increase in price. You can even 
decrease 1he price, if the heavy ex-
penditure is cut down. So many oftl· 
cers are there, who are not needed. 
Please examine this. 

Our hon. Minister has gone to asan-
sol and some other coal mine areas a 
few months ago. I am glad he is try-
ing to do something: but :-uch piece-
meal actions will serve no useful pur-
pose. He should come forward with 
a comprehensive bill, so that the pur-
pose of the bill may be served. Thank 
you. 
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;frfirili ~'fT 'fi~ifi ~T~T f~r ~'if I 
\JfT ~;:r~'f'Tft:r'fi mqif; grq;~) ifl" f~ 
~'n;r ~ ~ i:r-~r * f~ ~T'f)fircr. 
~r \iffiiT ~ ~~ irr~ir ~ fCfi ~~ 
~tfonr~r iif if<fi' ~\+rt if\' qr~ ~ 
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~~ft t I q'fq1fi'f U~'h:rtf.~ lfil' ~ 
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Cfi~t;T ~~ffi" ~ I 

~rr ~f ifi m~ it·~~ f~ii.r~ t;t;T 

~T~ Cfi"(fil ~ I 

SHRI AINTHU SAHOO (Bolan-
gir): I am thankful to you, Mr. 
Chairman, for giving me this oppor-
tunity to speak on this Bill. Though 
my name was listed earlier also, I 
was missing the bus all the time. 

I welcome the Bill. At the same 
time, I sympathise with the Minister 
because he has taken a ailing baby 
of the previous Ministry. The 
nationalisation was made for the sake 
of nationalisation and it is an ailing 
baby. According to the Economic 
Survey, there is a loss of Rs. 45.49 
crores. The total amount of loss up-
til now will be about Rs. 100 crores 
and the accumulated loss will come 
to Rs. 1000 crores. We had a great 
hope when nationalisation was done. 
We were thinking at that time that 
things would be set right. Instead 
of that things have become bad and 
now they have become worst. 

In the Indian Express of 1st May. 
there is a big news item about 'big 
scandal of coal at Dhanbad.' You 
will be surprised to know that 30,000 
quintals of coal had been caught by 
the Civil Supply Officer and the 
Deputy Commissioner, Shri Devdas 
Chhotray, because this was unaccount-
ed, unauthorised and unclaimed. The 
coal was discovered packed in 45,000 
gunny bags. You will be surprised 
to know that thfs is being done by 
big business houses as stated by the-
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Deputy Commissioner. Such types of 
.affairs are going on in the nationalis-
ed coal mines. It is an economic 
loss. Coal is called the black dia-
mond. It ·has become a betrayal of 
·our economy. I was talking to the 
Delhi people the other day. They 
told me that the Janata Government 

·should give us five items at cheap· cost 
i.e. wheat, rice, coking coal, kerosene 
and oil. Now, the coal prices are 
going up. Certainly, it will hit the 
consumers of poor communities. If 
the pEOPle revert to wood, there will 
be ecological imbalance and the whole 
plaee will look like Rajasthan desert. 
That is why it is time now also to 
:ask the village people to burn coal 
.or gas in their !houses instead of wood 
for cooking purposes. In Israel, you 
will find the desert has been convert-
~d into a green forest and the ciimate 
eompletely changed. They used to 
cut all the trees in the past because 
ihere was freedom to cut · trees and 
now eovernrnent is doing afforestation. 

I want to draw the attention of the 
hon. Minister to a ~w things. In 
regard to the Sudama Dih' colliery, 
you know how the previous GQvern-
ment put everypody in . difficulty. 
There was a contract with Poland 

worth Rs. 17 crores and now it. has 
gone up to Rs. 65 crores. As to how 
much coal they will. be producing, it 
will be onlv 2,500 t-;:innes. This is the 
condition -of the colliery. The 
nationalisation of coal is always like 
taking over an ailing baby. In thi; 
public sector, we have got nine big 
units out of which six units are mak-
ing a profit which is eaten away by 
the Coal India Ltd. and its subsi-
diaries. 

The hon. Minister has rightly 
brought forward this Bill to plug the 
loopholes and take care of the working 
of coal mines, Dr. Lohia, when he 
was alive had said that there should 
be nation'.alisation but not for the 
b"ake of nationalisaion. Nationalise 
the sick units and see that it makes 
profit. In Great . Brita1n, they have 

sa:id that nationalisation has become 
if luxury' .for them. We should avaia 
nationalisation for nationalis.atioo's 
sake and misuse the poor tax payers 
·money. As regards Rs. 1000 crores 
which we are losing, 1t is . the poor 
tax-payers \viho are paying. Nationa-
lisation for nationalisation's sake will 
not -help the growth of our economy. 
You will find in today's paper that we 
are going to lose 2 · million man-days 
in every month due to labour unrest. 
This is the figure of man-days losi;. 
Again this is what the Economic 
Time~ says: "The production hits 
about Rs. 500 crores mark this year 
due to. l'Bbour unrest." I wo_uld re-
quest the hon. Minister to see that in 
respect of those industries or those 
coal mines which are losing, he is 
earnest about cutting down the un-
necessary expenses and improving 
their working. With these woriis, I. 
support ·the .Bill. 
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~ . . 

~fl;c <fit Oi'c:~<rr 1 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Minis-
ter, how much time would you take? 

SHRI P. RAMACHANDARAN: 
Fifteen-twenty minutes. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Three more 
Members are there. I would like to 
accommodate them. 

SHRI K. S. CHAVDA (Patna): 
If the House agrees to etxend the 
time beyond six, that is, about half-
an-hour, then we shall finish it. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Is it the plea-
sure of the House that the time be 
extended by half-an-hour? 

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: So, it will go 
upto 6.30 P.M. 

SHRI K. GOP AL (Karur): Or till 
the Bill is disposed of. 
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SHRI A. K. ROY (Dhanbad): 
would like to say one thing. We 
could not have a full-fied,ged debate 
on the Ministry of Energy in this 
Budget Session and so we b"ave got 
only one opportunity to speak some~ 
thing on this Act .... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: You will be 
called after Shri Balbir Singh. 

SHRI A. K. ROY: The debate 
shou1d b ~ extended. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The House bas 
to take a decision for extension. 
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~T ~114° ~ irrfu<r. ~ iflr ~ I trl'\j( ~ij 
~ ~cim it' ~rf.i ~r ~r ~ 1 ¥(~ q'"( ~it 
~ ~ ~ ITTT'~ ~T ~TtrT I ~ 
1'i'J;r ~? irmc: ~, M~ 
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~I ~ ~ 1FJ ~ifi lfi);r 
t)mt? ~T~~~t1 '11'f": 
~ ~ ~ ~ rn, wiq~ 
1fitit ~ ftl {:f)tff t ~r" w.:11111 ~Fl'r, 
fof'U'ETI~ ~')Trr I 

m~ ;;r) rni~ ~ eri'T ill"° ~~r 
'G(f ~r t, ~ ~ ;n~irr fiii ~ ~ 
'1' :q-~ ~~ ~ \il'T ~ ~? iflfr 
·~ (91~ iSiT ~~qr \3'~ ~~Tlll if 
~ tr~<Tf it iiif'iT iSl'r ~r ~ ? ~ 
~T lq' '5'1f.T't CfiT a-ar ~ ~~ ~Pr ~ ~ 
~ crrffi' itlff ~ wn: :;;r~ fcr. ~) 
mt tfi"( l!. <r. ~ii ii ~r ~r~ ri f.for.T~ ~ 
~r ~ rrr1 ~r ir·{ ~~r ~ ~r 
~R iit; g;fg ~'T fu~it I ~t{ ~-~rf~ 
~ii~ ~I Wf'{ 'ITI'1 :q~~fcr. ~r ij-
«'i~ <r.Ut :;;r(:f \iirir ~'"( ftm;r4" 'f.T 
~;~ ~ ~irir ~r ~ infu.~r ~~~n 
~ ~frn~ ~t~ ~rar :;;refr \iif~·m 1 

~~ mn;- f\ii'Cf~ cf.1~ <r.r m·~;:r ~) ~r 
t ~< ~fT<fiT :;;rr"( ~rrr ~r ft~ ~n1t 
~u tn:~ if; aninr "fr~m 'f~~ er.t 
ITT1' wr~ a-rm 11t:q ~1 crQ. ~ ~ 
~T~R iififlr~ CfiT ~T~ cr."<lf ~.~ ~'f.'~ 
~ I m:i;;r ~'.ST"( Cf;)~i:r <r.T ~rt ~VT if~ I 
9;ftr~ ~if '+{f ;,tihrr lf7t ~ ~ ir<:-:ra 
~ir v.:rr;:mrr ift ~m-n "'lfQ.ct ~r.n 'lf.i(.fnl 
~ 1 ~tif ~~fr ~ ~r?.:f ~~;; er.~ 
~irn--r ~r. cr."R ir~ ir.r Gl""~r~ 'fi~ 

ft2IT ~ m"( a·41 er~ ij- <r.lz.r -t~r iifir 
i{~~l'i qoi:;;rrqr ~TI ~ ~T ~ fer. 
~ ~ \ift ;-rfr ;'11~trr ~ iz:~ tr"< ~"( 
Cfi~ ~ fu'CT; tzif. <r.4tr ¢fiil~ fw~;r 

~~ ~;; if. irr-r;:fftr ~ if, ;rri;.r ~r~ 
~ O:<lw-i~ ~ ..-rr ~1 \ilt G"m z;f'~ 
faro 'F.fTC'f ifll l ~T '{~l ~ ll;fr~ ~ri~ ~1t ar:;;rr 
Gi'T ~T ~I 

it ~ftt'<tir ~~r if: ~ armm 
~~r ~ fCfi ~Gi lfim CfiT <ti+tr ifi ttiROT 

~~it\' "~ri'" 'Ji'(~ ~l~ 
~~r-qT&• ~·~~~~11r 
~ iii ~ iti .~roir if"( ~ l t t 
mq'~ ~ ~· ~rtt ~ ~ j 
f1rl ~ Cfirfi;trft ati'T ~ ~ ~ .n-
~~T'Sllfif"<ifl~~~~1"11"\ 
lfi~ ~~·r11~ ~ iti ~ ~ \iinfT t cr) 
\re?!' \if) ~~ ~Fr ~Rt ~ ~ ~ ~ ftfi 
lfit.i ~ tc G'"( ~;:rr ~-~a- ~fr 1 t:~3'll" ~rm 
~r~rif~~f<fi~ifi~ 
m ~r ~ !!fl"( ~ ~, ~ r:r~ ~ 
~lflR lfi ~ «A" ~Q,· ~ fer. i3'~ im~ ~ 
~"( 'fiT ~~r~ '!liff!Tii ~r ~ ~ ~ 
'filw (~ iifiT :q"tq'c 'Ti'~ Cfif 11filflffii' 
Q:T ~~I ~ ~ fq';;rf"( rr.r~~ 
~"{<fir"( ~ ~·rWt ~ I ~ Cf~ 'ti re l!fi'T 
~~~ ~ ~h i~tu Q'"{tfi \3'..trr~ ~rif rr.r 
~ ~ 1 ~ ~r tz<fi mf~cr: ~ ~ ~ 
G'"{ \TIG'~ fq:qf'( ;;tf f~ c:r) ii~ it 
~lfft ~1°1~ O~<f,' '+lli<l;"( ft"7ff'if ~T ?fi~ ~'lf 

~) ti•or:ar ~ I 

fl· fl+fitqf ~ fct: ~~ 1:i11rtl:.'f.i fcruti'f. 
~ mr; \3'<f r~n:ll 1 or:t ;;rz <t.'{ ~·f.ii 

'1flf<il fi;·~ ~ m'rel;; if t=fl'c ~T~ t1" "{~ tTf 
l!ff -qf'( \ift ;r;:rf :qeft m tj't 11.ft I 

SHRI A. K. ROY (Dhanbad) : 
shall stick only to the provisions of 
the Bill. 

I wonder whether there. is any 
necessity of changing this Bill in the 
House. Will it remove the bottle-
necks retarding the progress of the 
industry? I do not think it will do 
so. 

With the coming of the Jana.ta 
Government everywhere there is a 
sort of liberalisation. I should say 
there is a wave of liberalisation. There 
is liberalisation in licence, in import, 
in corruption, etc. It also aims at 
liberalisation of ,givini more money, 
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more compensation to the ex-owners. 
This iS the s-0le motive of this Bill. 
This Bill does not protect the interests 
of the workmen. It does not help the 
workmen to get the amounts due to 
them expenditiously. But this Bill 
aims at giving more money quickly 
and liberally to the ex-owners. 

In Clause 2-Current Assets of the 
Bill-they have excluded specifically 
'money, assets of the ex-employers'. 
I would like to tell the Minister that 
in most of the cases in the colleries 
the liabilities are more than the 
assets. These owners have not paid 
provident fund. They have not paid 
all the dues of the Bihar Government 
from their assets. They have not paid 
the workers dues. They have com-
pletely damaged the mines. The total 
amount of dues and liabilities would 
be more than the assets. Today you 
exclude the current assets from all 
their property, from all their wealth. 
Tomorrow when your Compensation 
Commissioner evaluates and finds that 
the liabilities would be more than the 
as!-lets, how will you compensate that 
thi11g? What control will you hnve to 
do that kind of a thing?. 

So, Sir, I oppose this Bill for this 
reason. Until and unless the total 
assessment is made by the Compen-
sation Commis,;ioner or by the ex-
perts as to what would be the liabi-
lities, what would be the assets, etc. 
We cannot realy advise the Govern-
ment to liberalise its control, its an- · 
chor, on priv'ate enterprise. 

I would like to tell you one thing. 
Here they have said this. In the 
original Bill, previously, what they 
have said was this. They have said 
that only the claimant has got the 
right to go on appeal. They have 
::raid, it iS only the claimants who 
have got such a right to go on appeal, 
if they are dissatisfied with the judg-
ment of the Compensation Commis-
sioner. But here, what they say is 
this: Both the claimant and the 

owner can go on appeal. What hap-
pens is this. The poor worker gets 
some award. The BCCL, CIL, etc. 
may decide not to go on appeal. The 
poor worker will never be able to get 
justice there. 

So, Mr. Chairman, Sir, I would like 
to impress upon you about this diffi-
culty which they are !acing in the 
coalfields. 

If the Minister really wants to do 
justice to the workmen, he should 
amend Clause 9 of the Coking Coal-
mines Bill. What does Clause 9 say? 
It says: Regarding all the tribunal 
awards, all the gratuities, every-
thing, 0 f the workers' dues, in respect 
of the old company, the new nation'B.-
lised company will have no liabilities 
to discharge it the worker is dis-
missed if it is proved that the worker 
is dismissed unauthorisedly, illegally, 
even if his case is decided today. he 
will have to seek employment from that 
old company which is no more there. 

If he has got claims of gratuity, he 
cannot get them from BCCL. He ha!li 
got to go to that owner who is no longer 
there. That is the position here. In 
this way the entire justice was being 
denied to the entire o1d workmen. 
We need to amend this now. 

Only last month, in March, the 
Supreme Court gave a judgment. The 
case was like this. The BCCL ap-
plied against the award of a tribunal. 
They said: We are not liable to pay 
anything to the workmen because we 
are not to take over the liabilities of 
the previou . manas,ement. This was 
their contention. The Supreme Court 
gave a unique judgment. They said, 
your workers are not liabilities; your 
workers are your assets. So, you are 
duty bound to take the entire res-
ponsibility to accommodate the wor-
kers today. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude. 

SHRI A. K. ROY: I need two 
minutes more, because I like to tell 
all these things to the hon. Minister. 
This js the only opportunity we have 
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to point out these thin.gs, and we are 
from the coalfields. l)aily we are 
battered from all sides. So, I request 
you to give me two more minutes. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: No please. Please 
conclude in one minute. 

SHRI A. K. ROY: A number of 
hon. Members said, the coal industry 
is going into loss and this and that. 

Only today you see what has come 
in the Times of India. In the front 
page there is a big news items regard-
ing coal scandal. I know this. A 
month bac:k I was there. Some 
people l"ame hurriedly to us and they 
told us: "You see in Bagha, you see 
in Jharia, thousands and thousands 
of gunny-bags of coal are lying there. 
You should intervene.'' I immediate~ 
ly got it checked up. I informed the 
Administration. The entire thing wa<> 
caught. We don't know how much 
quantity was smuggled before. But 
today ne'arly 90,000 bags were found. 
They were lying unclaimed. There js 
nobody to claim anything. We do not 
know to whom that coal belongs. We 
don't know how that coal has come 
there. You make an enquiry 
thoroughly. You will find that the coal 
involved is coking coal. Where from 
has the eoa1 come? How long the 
smuggling of coal of this type went 
on'? You may say that captive min-
ing is one of the reasons. For that 
only 30 per cent of the coal used to 
be extracted from the mines where-
as flO to 70 per cent o! the coal could 
be extracted. You know, Mr. Chair-
man, coal is a wa!"ting resource. Once 
you take that out it cannot be 
regenerated. ' 

So, the necessity arises to 8 top this 
W'aste of precious coal. We have to 
nationalise it. In collieries, till to-
day, captive mining is going on. And 
you would be surprised to know that 
80 million tonnes of coal is burnt in 
Dhanbad District alone. Nothing 
could be done about it. Anyway, I 
would like to tell you that to-day the 
p0sition is this. It is said the cost of 

La1vs (Am.cit.) BiH 
labour is 70 per cent of the total cost 
or coal produced. I would like to 
ask-What is the character of this 
cost? After nationalisation, there is 
complete unproductive overhead on 
coal. They have eliminated the pro-
ductive capability of workmen. So, 
I ask the Minister that instead of 
bringing in this type of a Bill so as 
to give money to the ex-coal-owners, 
he will kindly bring in a more effec-
tive Bill so that the coalmines which 
are 0 ur biggest assets could be saved 
and thereby our country can prosper. 

SHRI P. RAMACHANDRAN: Mr. 
Chairman, Sir, I am very happy to 
note that a number of hon. Members 
have participated in the discussion 
and they have tried to gin? some 
:-; uggestions also. 

I would like to dif;pel one or two 
doubts raised by the hon. Members in 
the beginning itself. Mr. Ramarnurthy 
fr-0m Tamil Nndu has raised a doubt 
about the nationa1isation of the coal 
mines. I can assure this House that 
the Policy of the Government is not 
to go back upon it. Nationalisation 
is :m acomplishcd fact and then~ ii:; no 
dilution of nationalisation in this res-
pect and it would be effectively im-
pl~mented. 

. rhe other hon. Member~ also raised-
a .Jonbt about tht> availabiiity of coaT. 
W th regard to the availability of coal 
in 1 he Southern States for fedin.g the: 
power stations, it is true tihat there 
were some bottlenecks in transport. 
That has been sorted out and now you 
will find that there is free flow ot' 
coal to the Southern Power S'ations. 
Eve 1 day before yesterday, when I 
was in Madras, the officers came to 
me .and told me that the other prob-
lems are removed now and coal Js 
coming on time. 

About the Bill, some of the hon. 
Members have raised one or two 
point.; under the impression that thf!'4 
Bill is aimed at helping the ex-coa?-
mine owners. Unf ortunateJy, there 
seems to be some misconception fn 
this resped. Ex-coalmine owners get 
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the last priority in the matter of di!-
bursemen~ of compensation. I would 
like to place before the How;e that 
when the compenS'ation is decided, 
the amount that is available with the 
Compensation Commissioner is being 
disbursed or will be disbursed in the 
fol:owing order:-

1. Workers' due is the first prio-
ni.y which will include provident 
f:ind, wage, pension, gratuity etc. 
That is the first priority with regard 
io eompensC1tio:1 payable; 

2. Second priority is unsecured 
debt,;. Mostly the nationalised 
Banks have advaneed the money to 
the ex-coalmine owners. 

3. Third priority is the amounts 
advanced by the Central Govern-
ment during th..: management 
period for runninI,~ I '1e mines. 

4. Even in the fourth priority (a) 
foe sum due to the State Govern-
m~nts by way of royalty, debt, rent 
etc. 

(b)amounts due under the Work-
men's Compensation Act and 

( c) Deduction:' made by the em-
ployers from the salaries and 
wages for provident fund or welfare 
fund. 

5. Fifth priority is: all other 
claims inc;uding the supplies. 

Then only, if any money is left after 
meeting the claims in the above order 
of priority. that will be pnid to the 
owners, managing contractors and 
raising contractors, if any. 

So. from thi". I would like to im-
p1 ess upon the Members of this 
House that coalmine owners are not 
going to be benefited by this amend-
ment. They only get the last priority 
and it is only to help and to see that 
the other people get not on1y the 
priority but also adequate compen-
sation, in inter-siate rates are equa-

(Amdt.) Bill 
lised so that the interest that is going 
to accrue to the money that was de-
posited wlth the Compensation Com-
missioner must have enough interest. 
Otherwise there may not be enough 
money. The creditors have advanced 
money at a very high interest, namely, 
15 per cent to 16 per cent. We want 
to bring it to the level of interest 
that will acrrue to the deposits made 
from public funds or any such 
thing. That is why this provision is 
made in the amending Act. It is with 
a view to help the various priority 
claimants in the matter of compensa-
ti on. 

Then, Sir, we have brought about 
one or two provisions in order to ex-
pedite the compensation payment. 
Ever since nationalisation-for the 
last four to five years before the 
Janata party came to power-the 
total number of cases disposed of is 
onlv 9,000 out of 92,000. Whereas in 
the. course of Jast eight months after 
this Government came into power the 
number of cases disposed of is around 
16,000. Our aim is after the passage 
of thi~ Bill compensation will be paid 
within the next eighteen to twenty-
four months. We want to see that the 
compensation is paid as quickly as 
possible so that those who are suffer-
ing-the priority sectors particularly 
--should not be made to suffer more. 
That is why we have brought forward 
this amend.ment. It is more to help 
the people rather than to help some 
vested interests. 

Some hon'ble Member5 raised the 
point regarding current assets etc. 
There was some ambiguity in the 
defini+ion of those things. We wanted 
to make it explicit so that people will 
not go to the court and go on having 
enlarged litigation. So, we have tried 
to define t.he curernt assets so as to 
make it easier for the disposal of 
claims. 

Mr. Chairman, hon'ble Member3 
also raised certain points about cor-
ruption nepotism, prices, scarcity of 
coal, etc. I would like to tell the 
House that during 1977-78 the coal 
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production has gone up. Apart 
from that, during 19'77-78 we have 
despatched to various consumers 4 
million tonnes more coal than the 
previous year, that is 1976-77. Our 
stock position at the end of 31st 
March this year is 12.5 million 
tonnes. So, the hon'ble Members will 
appreciate that adequate quantities 
of coal are aV'ailable. May be be-
cause of some other reasons we have 
not bee-i. able tB despatch coal to the 
neeay r J.aces. Because of closure of 
Gornia factory production of coal got 
affected for three to four months 
during lhe last year but in spite of 
that the coal industry has done well 
during the course of }ast one year. 
My ministry officials and myself have 
personally visited the coal mines and 
made personal appeals to the workers 
to put in their bes1t to increase coa 1 
production. As regards safety and 
other measures, I would like to say, 
that during the year 1977-78 as com-
pared to the previous year the acci-
dent rate was not only less but also 
the casualities were less. Even if a 
single person dies, it is very tragic 
and we are sorry :for it, but at the 
same time step by step we want to 
see that tliese accidents are minimis-
ed and the safety measures are im-
plemented to the best degree possible. 

Sir, as regards corruption, we ihave 
recently opened a vigila•ce and an 
inspection cell in the Ministry, They 
have been asked to make periodical 
surpriSe visits to the various coal 
companies and producing places and 
detect the malpractices, if any. When-
ever any specific instances are brought 
~ our notice, we take expeditious 
action. 

During the course of the debate, ia 
number of points have been raised 
by many hon. Members. For lack of 
time, I am sorry I will not be able 
to meet all the points raised but in 
a way, broadly, I tried to cover the 
salient points raised by our friends 
in this House. The number of points 
raised are about the corruption in 
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some of the companies and I can 
assure this House whatever 5teps are 
necessary to put down corruption in 
the coal industry, we are d<>ing it. 
Mr. Roy mentioned about some scan-
dal in one of the places. I would 
like to tell this House that the distri-
bution of coal in the local are11s is 
done by the State Government and 
whenever any instances are brought 
to our notice, we immediately darw 
the attention of the State Government 
to that effect. About illegal mining 
also, some points were raised. It is 
true there were a lot of illegal min-
ings which were going on in the past. 
But after we took over, we tried to 
draw the attention of the State Gov-
ernments and instruct them to treat 
this as a law and order problem and 
we have been in constant touch with 
the Chief Ministers of the States 
where the coal mining is taking place. 
And at official levels also, our Secre-
tary is keeping in touch with all the 
Chief Secretaries of the various States 
and we are trying to put down illegll 1 
mining. I cannot awell upon this 
more because cases are pending with 
the Supreme Court. I do not know 
when the judgement will come. 
Either today or a few days iater it 
may come. But after the judgement 
comes. if there are any difficulties 
experienced, I may come to this 
House again to get 5anction for cer-
tain steps that may have to be taken. 
But as far as the coal industry is 
concerned, we are trying our best to 
~ee that it is put on a proper place. 

Some hon. Members have mentioned 
about the losses and about the 
arrears .... (Interruptions) 

SHRI RAMDAS SINGH: There 
were a lot of corruption cases and 
illegal mining also. 

SHRI P: RAMACHANDRAN: 
was menioning about the illegal min-
ing and on this point I have already 
told and also about the retr!nchment 
and other problems that were raised. 
AftP.-r we took over, not s single per· 
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son was retrenched from the coal 
industry and in fact on the other 
hand we are trying to find out whe-
ther we can legally and also without 
causing any hardship to anybody 
employ more people. But, unfortu-
nately already we find in a number 
of places surplus labour and our 
problem is to deploy these ... surplus 
labour to the places where there is 
more work, it is not our intention to 
retrench anybody. When the oppor-
tunities arise, we would like to em-
ploy more people; when the produc-
tion goes up, we wanit to see that 
more opportunities are given for em-
ployment of those people .... (Inter-
ruptions) 

SHRI RAMDAS SINGH: I am told 
that about 30,000 workers had been 
retrenched during the Emergency. 
They were working in those mine;, 
and at the 1oading points. I want to 
know whether they would be rein-
stated or not. 

SHRI P. RAMACHANDRAN: 
About the retrenchment of 30,000 
workers. I do not know whether they 
were retrenched during the Emer-
gency or prior to that even. Those 
cases will have to be gone through 
and then seen tha' justice is done. 
Suppose I ~tart employing those who 
were retrenched earlier for various 
other reasons, then there will be no 
end to it. Unless we formulaie firm 
policies of getting theRe people back 
to employment. it will be very ditn-
cult. I do not want to make any 
commitment for the simple reason 
that there oare Jakhs of people un-
employed. If I jmt make a relaxa-
tion for a particular place without 
proper examination, it will be open-
ing the flood gate' in this point. 

About the new coal mines, as and 
when we find the need for producing 
more coal, we are sanctioning new 
schemes also and whenever we sanc-
Hon new schemes, certainly more 
opportunities wi11 be given for new 
employment also. But these are lon.g 
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gastation period projects and they 
have to be cleared by the Planning 
Commission. We ·have ito embark on 
new coal mines and when new coal 
mines are started there will be more 
opportunities for new employment. 

~1 ";n" ~ ~ (sr~n~1TIJ) : 
ri·f <Jil"!11'1~ a.'<,·;~ ij ft\:~1';,·r ;;·~· ~·~. 
Ofif': ~if)-, ~ ~ \ifT~'1'f .,._..~T } <f'lfff tfi 
ti'i".7,t~il~~c ~~ff ~~T \ifT 'Qf.f ~ ? 

SHRI A. K. ROY: Unless and until 
scope for employment is created, how 
can we give more employm(>n.t? That is 
what he means ~o say. What is 
happening in coal mines is this. 
Miners and other productive wor-
kers Hre going out of service ancl 
retiring or they are retrenched. But 
we find that non-productive workers, 
parasi1'.es, tho8e people are coming 
through different door!';, with the 
result you are always loaded with 
over-employment; that ts unproduc-
tive over-employment. ThM is why 
we say that you should follow certain 
procedureg so that the entry to your 
colliery must be through productive 
workers. 

SHRI P. RAMACHANDRAN: 
Yes. Even in this regard we are 
.giving certain new guidelines with 
regard to employment; it must be 
production-oriented. We are attend-
ing to that. The hon. Member can 
rest assured that no unproductive 
labour will be employed in the com-
ing rnoruths, whatever might have 
been done in the past, we want to 
see that productive labour is em-
ployed more and more. With these 
word.-;, I commend the Bill to ~he 

House. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Before putting 
the motion for consideration to the 
vote of the House, I shall pwt the 
amendment moved by Shri Vinayak 
Prasad Yadav to the vote of: the 
House, amendment No. 3. 
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Amendment No. 3 was put and 
negatived. 

MR, CHAIRMAN: The question 
is: 

"That the Bill further to amend 
the Coking Coal Mines (Nationa-
lisation) Act, 1972, and the Coal 
Mines (Naitionalisation) Act, 1973, 
be taken int'\> consideration." 

The motion was adopted. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I shall put the 
clauses to vote. The question is: 

!~'!'hat Clauses 2 ,to 18 stand part 
of • ~:.e Bill." 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 to f8 were added to the Bill. 

GMGIPND-866LS-PMR·-4-7-78-

Clauses 19 and 20 were added to the 
Bill. 

Cl.a.use 1, the Enacting Formula and 
the Title were added to the Bill. 

.SHRI P. RAMACHANDRAN: 
beg to move: 

"That the Bill be passed." 

MR. Cm\IRMAN: The question is: 

"That the Bill be passed." 

The motion war adopted. 

18.40 hrs. 

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till 
Eleven of the Clock on Wednesdat1, 
May 3, 1978/Vaisakha 13, 1900 (Saka). 


