
a copy of the Certified Account)) 
(Hindi and English versions) of the 

•Coffee Board for the year 1973-74 
and the Audit Report thereon. 
[Placed in Library. See No. LT- 
1745/78J.

A n n u a l R eport o f  N a tio n a l C o
operative D evelopm ent C orporation  

fo r  1976-77

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE 
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CO
OPERATION (SHRI KRISHNA KU- 
10AR GOYAL): T beg to lay on the 
Table a copy of the Annual Report 
(Hindi and English versions) of Na
tional Cooperative Development Cor
poration, New Delhi, for the year 
1976-77, under sub-section (3) of 
section 14 of the National Coopera
tive Development Corporation Act, 
1982. [Placed in Library See No. 
LT-1746/78],
N o t if ic a t io n s  u n d er C e n t r a l  E x c ise s  
a n d  S a l t  A c t ,  1944 a n d  A n n u a l  R f-  
p o r t  o f  U n ite d  In d ia F ir e  and G e n e 
r a l  in s u r a n c e  Co. L td ., M a d ras  f o r  

1976 and a  S t a t e m e n t  r e la t in g
THERETO

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
(SHRI ZULFIQUARULLAH): I beg 

fay on the Table: —

(1) A copy each of the following 
Notifications (Hindi and English 
versions) under section 38 of the 
Central Excises and Salt Act 
1944: —

(i) The Central Excise (Third 
Amendment) Rules, 1978, pub
lished in Notification No. G.S.R.
444 in Gazette of India uated the 
25th February, 1978.

(ii) The Central Excise (Fourth 
Amendment) Rules, 1978, pub
lished in Notification No. G.S.R.
445 in Gazette of Tndia dated the 
25th February, 1978. [Placed in 
Library, See No. LT-1747/781.
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(2) A copy each of the following 
papers (Hindi* versions) under 
sub-section (1) of section 619A of 
the Companies Act, 1956: —

(i) Annual Report of the Uni*, 
ted India Fire and General In
surance Company Limited, Mad
ras, for the year ended 31st De
cember, 1976 along with the Au
dited Accounts and the comments 
of the Comptroller and Auditor 
General thereon.

(ii) A statement explaining 
that Government are in agree
ment with the above Report and 
therefore no separate Review on 
the working of the Company is 
being laid [Placed in Library, 
See No LT-1748/78].

12.01 hrs.

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER 
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

R eported SrATEMENT by  the P rim e  
M inister about M erger of  S ik k i m

SHRI SAUGATA ROY (Barrack- 
pore): Sir, I call the attention of thd 
Prime Minister to the following mat
ter of urgent public importance and I 
request that he may make a state
ment thereon:—

“The ropoited statement by the 
Prime Minister that Sikkim merger, 
was wrong”

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI 
MORARJI DESAI); Sir, the Hon' 
Members nve exercised over the re
port of the pri“ <? interview which I 
save dnd which has been published 
in the n ew sp ap r7<? on the question 
Sikkim. I have' not used the term 
‘annexation’ ; T ^pnke of merger. In 
response to a sponfic question by the 
correspondent I observed that the

laid on the Table on the 23rd



[Shri Morarji Desai] 
manner of merger was not desirable.
I had also clearly stated that it can
not be undone. I have expressed my 
views on the manner in which the 
merger was effected. 1 did so at the 
time of merger and I have done so 
ever since, I have always believed 
that even desirable objectives should 
not be act oi.iplishid in a manner 
vhich would arouse needless criticism 
and suspicion.

Sikkim being a constituent unit of 
India is a settled fact There can be 
ijo question of unsettling it. I have 
made it clear to the Chogyal that he 
Fhould adjust himself to the changed 
circumstances which \vas what 1 
"■pecifically rcitciati*d in the coui.sf 
of the pi ess interview

SHRI SAUGATA BOY- Sir, I have 
gone through the Prime Minister’s 
statement very caietully and I am 
thankful to him that the Prime Min
ister has not used the word “annexa
tion"' though that wa*- the word 
which was used in the headline of 
'f 'im e s  o f  In d ia  yesterday But when 
T rise to frame my question, I do so 
with a lot of pain because, to my 
mine*, this should not have been a 
matter of Calling Attention motion 
but should have been a matter of 
censure motion against the Prime 
M aster

This if, the fust tinv ir, the hisloiy 
of independent India that a Primt 
Minister has expie.ssed an opinion 
against the integration vf an integral 
part of the country, evert if it is a 
personal opinion He has also ex
pressed an opinion about the merger 
of Goa Tomorrow, he may express 
rn opinion against the integration of 
rrinoely States. Not only that. This
i.s also against the Thirty-sixth Am
endment of the Constitution which 
was passed by this House, by the 
Parliament, of which the Prime Min
ister was a member. I have great 
respect for the Prime Minister. Bui
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I must state that it is not a truthful 
statement. He has stated:

“I have expressed my views on 
the manner in which the merger was 
effected. I did so at the time of 
merger and I have done so ever 
since.”

I have in my hand a copy of the de
bate of 4th September___

SHRI MORARJI DESAI: Where
have I said. I did it in the House? I 
did not speak in the House. Mr. 
Shyamnandan Mishra spoke. He was 
the deputy leader of my party at 
that time. He lias said definitely 
about it.

SHRI SAUGATA ROY: On Sep
tember 4, 1974, the House debated 
the Thirty-sixth Amendment of the 
Constitution. Not only did the Prime 
Mini&ter not speak against it but he 
also did not vote against it. Not only 
that The members of his party of 
which Mr. Shyamnandan Mishra was 
also a member and was its deputy 
leader did not vote against it.

Now, if the Prime Minister says 
that he was not for it at that time and 
he did bpeak out, I can only say that 
1 differ with that opinion. But my 
apprehensions are m another respect 
If I may mention, the majority of 
population of Sikkim, about 72 per 
cent are Nepalese speaking people 
and it was these Nepalese speaking 
people who mainly led the agitation 
acjainst the Chogyal and for the in
tegration and merger of Sikkim 'with 
India Sir, jt seems to me, somehow 
or the other, that the Prime Minister 
has set his heart against these Nepa
lese speaking people also. I just re
fer ied to a brief statement that the 
Piime Minister made to the members 
of All India Nepalese Bhasha Samiti 
when they met the Prime Minister 
1 eccntly. According to the members 
of the delegation, they were treated 
very shabily. The Prime Minister 
said to them, “I derecognise Nepa
lese language from this Sahitya Afca- 
demy” when it has already been re
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cognised by the Sahitya Akademy. He 
also said, “I tan the entry of the 
Nepalese people to the Indian Army, 
the Navy and the Air Force, if they 
insist Mi inclusion of Nepalese langu
age in the Eighth Schedule.”

If I may mention, I come from a 
State where Nepalese speaking peo
ple form a large part of the popula
tion *Wd the present statement by the 
Primes Minister will create a further 
misapprehension in the minds of Ne- 
palem speaking people who inhabit 
the 'aorthern part of West Bengal, 
part* of Assam, Sikkim and also large 
parts of Uttar Pradesh. So, at this 
stage, I think, that this misapprehen
sion is still more because the state
ment came out on the day the Chi
nese delegation came to New Delhi. 
People may find a connection between 
the two that the day the Chinese de
legation came to New Delhi, on the 
same day, the prime Minister o f the 
country made a statement against the 
integration of an integral part of the 
country, of a State of the counrty, of 
people who are there in the country 
for so long I think that the Prime 
Minister is a true Gandhian and I 
would like to ask him—since he has 
already said that he has not said cer
tain things—whether in this Parlia
ment he will tender, he will express1, 
regret for the remarks made and also 
to the Nepalese speaking people so 
that their misapprehension may be 
allayeif

SHRI MORARJI DESAI: I am very 
sorrv Sir, that the hon Member 
should have used the language which 
he used and made allegations against 
me which are quite unfounded. He 

’ ’ i not succeed fa putting Nepalese 
people against me, howsoever much 
hr may try to do so, because I have 
no dislike of anybody Why should 
they say thing*? which are unfounded’  
I have never said these things. (In
terruptions) I never made that state
ment. If you confront those people 
before me, you will realise that I did 
not make that statement What is 
the meaning of imputtlng this kind

of a thing to me? If th«r Imre 
nothing eiae to say and tf they say 
this, I have every sympathy with m  
hon. friends. I do not want to object 
to that. But this is not fbe way is  
whuh a debate of this Had should 
be earned on. He says: I am a true 
Gandhian. I am trying to follow 
Mahatma Gandhi truly. I cannot yet 
claim that I have completely become 
a true Gandhian in every sense in 
which Gandhiji was; I cannot claim 
that, but I am trying to approximate 
to his discipline. Now, one of the 
main requirements is that one should 
not be afraid of the whole world in 
telling the truth as one sees it. Whe
ther others agree with it or not is 
not a matter of consequence. The con
sideration is that one must not speak 
for others; I speak for myself. It ia 
not at all-----

(Interruptions)

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI (Chirayin- 
k il): You speak for the nation.

(Interruptions)

SHRI MORARJI DESAI: If this is 
what they want, I will not say any
thing. I sit down.

(Interruptions)

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN 
(Satara): When the Prime Minister
makes a statement to a foreigner it 
ls in his capacity as the Prime Minis
ter and it is misunderstood. (Inter
ruptions) it is national interests which 
are more important and I think the 
Prime Minister owes an explanation 
and apology to the House and the 
nation

SHRI MORARJI DESAI: I do not 
want to ask for anv apology for these 
unfounded attacks on me. What is 
the meaning of this? There is no 
question of my apology (Interrup
tions) . It is not as if I have said this 
today. I am the Prime Minister no 
doubt. But that does not mean that 
what I had said then, I was not en
titled to say it then, and if what I 
said then is what I believe was right-
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[Shri Morarji Desai] 
ly  said at that time, and if somebody 
asks me about it, how can 1 deny 
what I had said’  Whatever the hon. 
Member may say, I am not going to 
yield to that at all. (Interruptions).

H o T l #  : '3tU-
«*rw *rrs*nr ?t sren
aft *FT sqKSTPfrfacT TOT ^T^TT £ far 

fafa rrg % firre it qft w ?t forr 
I ,  w r q ^ f t
W fr  eft I  for RrfNnr
MFT 'TT jft ^  ^  I , T̂SJ

^PTFT %  %f*P*T ^ n > T  *«4 H«h

q fr s to  $r ^ srt  ^ rff% *

5ft faST WT sptft ^3% WWV V[ 
t|  I, SJTFT ^  tJJT *ro*

qft TO-sror 1ft f t o  *ft sfnr srrrf%?r 
^Tf?rr fr sftr 5Rror faORnr

3FT fiRT JPfTTT ^  «rrr?T ^  MvPFT 
*pt sprnr f^rr *ptt *rc ’t p ^ j  
ir ^fjprr % vrenrrft #  =hm  
w  ^I'Tcft t  ^  *ft #  srn% ?nrer
T5RT ÎT̂ rTT f  I St ^T T  T̂̂ rTT
f  %  f?jff^nr spT srr *nr?r *r f*rr

f?rr, m  % i
SETFT Rsft *ft *ft trpm ft,
spnr ft f a r s t e p t s r * r c  
*r?j3 flnr eft spar tt *ft f$rw r 
'T^nr i r̂snTT̂  ̂ fq̂ TT ^  srV *ift- 
sr: T stft ?wt *r w r  t ? t  ^  t  *rmrt 
^prr *t 1tŵ TT w t  gr i

stn Nr»r %  fT̂ PT̂ jr ?t
FT^fT fil& ZtN r 3FFTT T?T *rqT «(T I 
SFpr % ' S fr T W  •TTRT TTP^T
' m  i n  *t f o r  fa> st wV  ?*TFr f w  #
^TfTT=*! | «fr l*To %fWCT W ^TX-
<rar "*ifrsm ” ^ ®Ffr «rr

‘It is an act of annexation’
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*TT *r * g t STfsr % SPRT ^ifinPT
% *f>fr «rr—

“Bhutto sees an excuse for arras 
aid ■ Swallowing u p .. "

w t  rpcf It %tht Tt vt ^ n ft g’rft srfir- 
§| «ft tftx f̂t q-^nrar %

JTsft ^  3ft ^ a r  forr «rr ^  t
f l T W T  ^PT^T ^ T ft  V T ’ TT ^ T ^ T T  I

^  ^TTfcTT f
f?r%sr ? ftR r d i r ^ ' i f ^  ^  f V c r r r  wfV
^ * T V t  sr«ITf%cr ^ F T  <Tn1<ft<Tf4( 
r̂fnpr w r  v x *  ^  | ?

«TT3T ^  ^TT5T % ^
?rn#t I t  ^ T c r ^ h r  ^  ^  f v
s m p r  f a f i r e g f  5f t  f ? r r  |
^  wk w  ^ 3 F t  srfhfspurr f, 1 

fVr vft7 ^ tf  ^
«TT, f s r ^ i r  f %

(wrarfiTR) it ^  #  Ttftrq- <ftq,f»r 
^rr ?rgt ^ t f t t  f

^ rfe fT  i t ?  ^  m » f t  « ftJ T fft  ? f ^ r n  
irrsft %  s p frto  v r  T O - ? r » r r  n
Tl'TT T̂B'cTT q I Ip̂ TT'T ^ t 4
f^ r  ^ r  «rr f%

“This js a wishy wa^hv Bill, a
dangerous innovation not only 
Constitutionally but even more 
dangcious politically ’

^ T  «TT (W Tf^R) «ft %T
»r?«nft *f ^irr «rr 1 (sqarcrR)
f^ T T s ft  ftr? ft m ^ ft  '‘p R 1 ^ ft  H  fg W ^ TT 
^ tsfr | ^ T T 'T  ^ r  rT ^ F P T  ^  Ŵf 
mi « tt  f p  frm »  * t w w t

WTO 5far5T ̂  ^^TSSRIKWf^WWl" 
WrT «TT f t r  9HT*R JT?t rTTPfiT % cTT 

qz ^ r T  \O TT̂ O ssfto i r  'c P IH r  ^ T f ? n  I 
¥ t H  %  H T «ft  ^  ^  aftfWT %  ^ J T  

’f f ^ T T ’T 1): # TT P T  #  3TfcT S 5 T 9 H  f i r  
'4  ? f t T  ^TTT^T i t  n p r ^PfHT W  ^TcTTiP^T 

S F T W ^ r i  I f ^ t  ^  #<TT5T « f k  » T R fT  
%  ? r « F 5 r  q T R  p  m $ ( m a w )
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SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: I am on 
a point of order.

This Parliament constitutes the 
people of the country who stand for 
the territorial integrity of the nation. 
In this Parliament there is an Hon. 
Member representing Sikkim. Now 
the Hon. Member seeks to justify the 
statement or the allegation made 
against this country and the Govern
ment in those days by certain foreign 
Governments, by Mr. Bhutto and some 
of the newspapers that the merger of 
Sikkim was wrong. He is trying to 
justify the stand. This Parliament is 
not to speak against the territorial 
integrity of the country: he should 
not be allowed to speak like this.

»To T roftfggr: wetrer 
^  T̂̂ tTr j? %  ?PTR farctgY fasT 
S t

W  fafafnr % ^RrT f a w r  
W  t  !TS 1TTJJJT fT̂ TT !?n%rr f%

1947 if 3TC fafafiM FTmr
srrnhfV wm11 v <*?t 

f^spTT % f̂ rrT ^  jŝ r,
^ ff  crt spH-Tr prtrrf ^ qr sjtft 
^  fkm 1 1 9 5 4  if jwt %

qrr
^ n r r  far i f  f i m r
:?̂ T%rr 1 rnrq- f?rf^ 7iT T̂fft f i n  HI 

’R r «tt 1 $rf^r ^  forfa fanre *rf, «rt 
l^TT % STFT ^  ^V^FRT $ f, *7  ZRT
wmr f w  *ftt (vnwsmr)

* m * fiRR *r£q Jf 7̂: 
5T5R w t  ^  iT'enrr^Nr f v  sr^r 
sP̂ rTT f  : (wrffJTST)

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA 
(Delhi Sadar): This is a very deli
cate matter. The Prime Minister has 
clarified his position that it was his 
personal opinion and my friend here 
is making political capital out of it. 
Here and now there should not be a

Merger (CA) 
discussion. They should not try to 
make political capital out of these 
things.

it ® T w iftftfi: *rr ^  amr 
t  f o  fir iw r  % v rm  % a w  fo n t*
m  STTOTR #fygR - f ^ YcfTHll' #

wk «rr ?

SHRI N. SREEKANTAN NAIR 
(Quilon): Is he making a speech or 
asking a question?

!T° TW ft :
I am asking a question.

*PTT fafa+M % % T̂RT̂r
t r ^ f t  *  ?rfTqfjTcmW | f «ff ? WT 
f^FFFr % qr qstaft ^ft, 
sNvtt^t, qrf^TFr 
xnfs, t  s r fa fw  §i  *ft? ( m a t*t)

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA (Tumkur):
I am on a point of order.

A Member has got every liberty 
and right to say what he feels, but 
can he say in these proceedings, while 
making a speech, anything against the 
interests of the nation? He is ques
tioning the very merger of Sikkim 
with India. In his speech, he is talk
ing against the interest of the coun
try. You have to regulate this mem
ber in a proper manner.

P *To Traaft ftrj? jsqnara-
w r  36? tffraFr 

’T f̂tER if fafcfTT j*rr rnftfirp^ r̂r 
% WX f^ R T R  TT5Ffrt% % f ^  

f w  »P?T «TT, q f  T̂fTTT 
*rr qT ^  | sprr
1 9 4 7  *r *£z sptt?r f̂ft ?«rTqvrr

% W T  3TfT T̂TT?T % 1TPT
jrf«fl'*n'5r^?TlT 1 9 5 4 ^

afr fw sm  % fqiT q«r ferr nqr
«TT m im  fm  *HTT «fT ?ft w f r
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SHRI MORARJI DESAI: I do not
want to generate any further excite
ment in the Opposition.

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
We are very much excited.

SHRI MORARJI DESAI: I can 
understand your excitement but that 
does not mean that I should be ex
cited, I do not want to add to that 
excitement and, therefore, I do not 
propose to reply to the questions put 
by the hon. Member.

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
I think, you owe an apology to the 
nation.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA: 
Do not make a political capital out 
of this.

SHRI MORARJI DESAI: There is 
no question of any apology whatso
ever; I cannot do it

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN: 
You owe an apology to the nation.
If you do not do it, we will stage a 
walk-out.

Shri Yeshwantrao Chavan and some 
other hon. Members left the House.

SHRI C. M. STEPHEN (Idukki): 
Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, I have 
written to you seeking permission to 
make a statement.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Yes.

SHRI C. M STEPHEN: In the 
view of our party, what has happened 
is a very very serious matter. We are 
really pained to see that the Prime 
Minister does not concede the serious
ness of the matter. According to me, 
three points are involved in this. First, 
the statement of the Prime Minister 
that he made the statement in his 
personal capacity. Occupying an 
office has got it<? own constraints. 
When somebody occupies the position 
as the Prime Minister or the Presi
dent of India, he has got certain cons
traints and when a remark is made
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about a matter vitally concerning the 
Constitution and the picture of the 
state of affairs in this country, parti
cularly when talking to a foreign 
journalist, one cannot take it as a 
statement personally made. I do ac
cept his statement on its face value, 
but the claim that he can make a 
statement in his personal capacity 
concerning a matter which is so vi
tally concerning the country is a pro
position which I am incapable of ac
cepting. Therefore, I have got my 
objection t0 that.

Secondly, there is an oath that 
everybody takes. The oath is: I will 
uphold the integrity and sovereignty of 
the country. By so many processes, the 
country has come to existence and 
Sikkim is a part of the country. As it 
is a part of the country, every Member 
of Parliament as also the Prime Minis
ter is obliged to uphold the integrity of 
the country and to say that the process 
by which that integration took place 
was objectionable is not upholding the 
integrity of the country. To that ex
tent, the Prime Minister has violated 
the oath that he took when he assum
ed office This is fundamental. If 
you say that the process was bad, if 
You say the means was bad, but say 
that the result is all right it is not 
upholding the integrity of the coun- 
li \ Therefot e, I do expect the Prime 
Minister to withdraw that statement 
so that the conscience of the people 
of Sikkim ma ybe set at, and so 
that the integrity of the country 
may be completely safeguarded. I do 
appeal to the Prime Minister to make 
a statement withdrawing that state
ment. I would like to hear what he hag 
got to say about that

SHRI MORARJI DESAI: I am not
going to sny anything

STTRT C. M STEPHEN: The -'’ rime 
Minister says that he is not preoared 
to withdraw that statement So Sir. in 
protest against the stand of the Prime 
Minister and to unhold the integrity of 
the country I and my Party stage * 
walk out.
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Shri C. M. Stephen and wme ether 
hon. Member* left the House.

SHRI M. N. GOVINDAN NAIR 
<Trivandrum):'I do not want to make a 
speech. But we also protest against 
the statement made by the Prime 
Minister and we walk out.

Shri M. N. Govindan Nair and some 
other hon. Members left the House.

SHRI GEORGE MATHEW (Muva- 
ttupuzha): On behalf of Kerala Con
gress, we also protest and walk out.

Shri George Mathew and some other 
hon. Members left the House.

sftatfV q TCTffft ( f t w f t )  : W  

£ 1 w iftr  spt
% f̂ rtT tpF ’TTCTT 9RTVT W  f^TT ^ : 

'TT^ *f̂ T if 
% WpT ^T*r f®RT |

*Pt STR- % 
^pr- f w  1 (sqnwrnr)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Mr. Ahsan 
Jafri—not here.

Shri Ravindra Varma.

12.27 h rs .

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN
TARY AFFAIRS AND LABOUR 
(SHRI RAVINDRA VARMA): With
your permission, I rise to announce 
that Government Business in this 
House during the week commencing 
13th March, 1978, will consist of:

(1) Consideration of any item of 
Government Business carried over 
from today’s Order Paper.

(2) Submission to the vote of
the House of Demands for Grants
on Account (General) for 1978-79.

(3) Discussion and voting on:
(a) Demands for Grants (Rail

ways) for 1978-79.
(b) Supplementary Demands 

for Grants (Railways) for 1977-78.
(c) Demands for Excess Grants 

(Railways) for 1975-76.
(d) Demands for Excess Grants 

(General) for 1975-76.
(e) Supplementary Demands 

for Grants (General) for 1977-78.

SHRI HARIKESH BAHADUR 
(Gorakhpur): I have already given
notice of a privilege motion against a 
Police Officer. About that I would 
like to say something.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: You have 
already been informed regarding the 
position. Please do not raise that 
matter now.

SHRI HARIKESH BAHADUR: Dr. 
Ambedkar, a respected leader of this 
nation—his photographs were torn out 
in Bareilly. About that also I have 
given a notice. It is a very serious 
matter.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: That is
under consideration-----(Interrup
tions) .

SHRI HARIKESH BAHADUR:
^  §rarr|i

In UP, the Police officers are behaving 
like this___ (Interruptions) .

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: What is 
f W  %  ^  ST’ST v f a fW  | 

the point of all of you getting up? It 
is under consideration.

Now Shri Vayalar Ravi.

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: (Chirayin- 
kil): The Minister has presented the 
business for the next week about 
which I would like to make one or 
two suggestions.


