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STATEMENTS OF PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE

SHRI P. V. NABASIMHA RAO 
<Hanamkondu): I beg to l^y on the 

Tablo the following Statements:
(1) Statement showing final re-

plies Government to the recorri-
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mendations contained in Chapter V 
and the action taken replies on the 
recommendations made in Chapter 
I of the Twenty-second report of the 
Public Accounts Committee regard-
ing action taken by Government on 
the recommendations contained in 
their Hundred and Ninety-fifth 
Report (Fifth Lok Sabha) on Raj- 
dhani Express.

(2) Statement showing fina] re-
plies of Government to the recom-
mendations contained in Chapter V  
and the action taken replies on the 
recommedations made in the Chap-
ter I of the Thirty-first Report of 
the Public Accounts Committee 
regiarding action taken by Govern-
ment on the recommendations con-
tained in their T wq Hundred and 
Fourth Report (Fifth Lok Sabha) 
on Expansion of Srinagar Telephone 
Exchange.

(3) Statement showing final re-
plies of Government to the recom-
mendations contained in Chapter V 
and the action taken replies on the

recommendations made in Chapter I 
of the Sixtieth Report of the Public 
Accounts Commiitce regarding ac-
tion taken by Government on the 
recommendations contained in their 
Two Hundred and Twenty-fifth 
Report (Fifth Lok Sabha) on Diesel 
Locomotive Works.

12.05 hrs.
CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER 
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

R eported  sh o rta g e  o f  d iese l, k erosen e  
o i l  and o th e r  p e tro le u m  p rod u cts  in  

THE c o u n tr y  
SHRI K. LAKKAPPA (Tumkiir): 

I call the attention of the Minister of 
Petroleum, ChemicaLi and Fertilizers 
of the following matter of urgent pub-
lic importance and request that he 
may make a statement thereon:

The reported shortage ,of diesel, 
kerosene oil and other petroleum 
products in the country, particularly 
in Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan and 
Uttar PradeSh.* .̂.......



being unloaded. This in turn affect-
ed the movement of products by rail 
to the North West region.
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THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM, 
CHEMICALS AND FERTILISERS 
(SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA): Sir,
Honble Members have called atten-
tion of the Government tn the report-
ed shortages of diesel oil, kerosene oil 
and otiier petroleum products in the 
country, particularly in Haryana, 
Punjab, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.

2. There have been a number of 
constraints, including some uncer-
tainties regarding availability of Iran 
crude, which have . f̂leeted the crude 
throughput and consequently, the 
availability of petroleum products in 
the country during the last few weeks. 
Wh.le the overall supply position in 
the country as a whole is satisfactory, 
there have been some problems of 
availability of diesel oil in the North 
West region comprising of Haryana, 
Punjab, Rajasthan and Western U.P.

3. Every year the stock of High 
Speed Disel Oil is sought to be built 
flp during the lean monsoon season 
to the maximum extent possible. 
Every effort was made this year also 
to build up inventories in the North 
West region in order to meet the 
seasonal high demand and by 1st 
October 1978, the stock buildup in the 
North West region was 160,000 Kls of 
diesel oil, a quantity which is ade-
quate to meet the demands of diesel 
oil in North West region for about 20 
days during the busy season. This 
stock has been the highest in recent 
years. The following factors, how-
ever, led to a very fast depletion of 
the stocks:—

(A) There was a 40-day strike 
by Bombay Port Trust Railway 
during September-October, 1978 
whicli prevented about 75,000 
tonnes of petroleum products being 
moved to the North West region.

(B) On account of this strike in 
Bombay Port Trust Railway, a num-
ber of tankers containing other pro-
ducts had to be diverted from Bom-
bay to Kandla. The consequent 
congestion in Kandla resulted in 
petroleum product tankers having 
had to wait for 10 to 15 days before

(C) Due to the unprecedented 
floods in West Bengal, the movement 
of petroleum products from Haldia
Rclinery by rail, road as well as by 
the Haldia-Kanpur pipeline was 
seriously affected in September- 
October.

(D) Production at Barauni Refinery 
has unfortunately suflereci seriously 
as a result of persistent labour trou-
ble, and about 350,000 tonnes of pro-
ducts including diesel have been lost 
since June, 1978 until now.

4. This situation has been compound-
ed by the fact that while supplies and 
movements were affected as mentioned 
above, ihe demand for diesel has regis-
tered a spectacular increase in the 
North West region. Thus, as against 
an average daily offtake of about 6100 
Kls during the first 20 days of Novem-
ber, 1977, the actual daily sales of 
diesel oil during the first 20 days of 
November, 1978 in this very region has 
been about 7200 Kls. equivalent to a 
growth of about 17.5 per cent. It may 
be mentioned in this connection that 
the anticipated growth rate of diesel
oil in the country as a whole is around
9 per cent per annum.

5. However, in spite of higher sales, 
there are reports of inadequate avail-
ability of products in certain North- 
West locations. This matter has been 
under close scrutiny for sometime and 
a number of steps have been taken to 
improve the availability position fur-
ther to ensure that the demands are 
met in full. These steps are as follows:

(i) The Expansion Unit of Koyali , 
went into operation in October, 1978  ̂
and is currently refining at the rate 
of 2 million tonnes per annum. The 
operation of this new unit created 
certain initial problems of loading 
the additional products but these 
have been successfully overcome ahd ' 
the loading of diesiel and other pro- • 
ducts from Koyali has improved'’very '
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.substantiaUy during the last lew
days.

(ii) A day to day monitoring of the 
JBOvement of the railway wagons, 
their arrivals and unloading is being 
maintained in order to ensure the 
speediest possible movement of pro-
ducts to places where they are in 
short supply.
(iii) The oil companies have jointly 
nominated a special officer in each 
State for the purpose of maintaining 
close liaison with the State Govern-
ment in regard to the supply and 
distribution of petroleum products.

6. With the above steps, the avail-
ability of diesel in all parts of the 
Northp-West region is steadily improv-
ing and I am confident that with the 
despatches which have either already 
taken place or are planned during the 
next few w eda, it would be possible 
to meet in full even the increased 
demand during the current busy sea-
son. It is also expected that the posi-
tion of stocks in depots and retail out-
lets vw-c-ri# their offtake will improve 
further as supply arrangements stabi-
lise and panic buying comes to an end.

7. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to inform the House that my 
Ministry has already taken action to 
procure about 500,000 tonnes of crude 
in lieu of the expected shortfall in sup-
plies from Iran. In addition we have 
also been able to arrange for over
300,000 tonnes of diesel and other 
petroleum products from friendly 
countries.

SHRI K. UVKKAPPA: The state-
ment o f  the hon. Minister requires 
very cloBe scrutiny. It reveals that 
the Government of India, for the last 
one and a half years, have not creat-
ed an atmosphere of any kind of self- 
leftanoe.

I would like to quote Cor yonr in- 
im m tkm  and tiie nformation of the 
H m k  the hon. lOniflter’s  to Ub- 
stam d QtteMon Mo. dated IMOi 
July, W t ,  in ivhiBli h t  has stated c«te- 
l^orieallr:

'^Efforts to find additional sour-
ces of oil, both on-shore and off 
shore, have been stepped up. It is 
not possible to say when India would 
be self-sufficient in petroleum.”

This is how the Government of India 
has shown its will to step up oil pro-
duction and to create a satisfactory 
position in respect of the most impor-
tant requirement of this country, 
because even agricultural production of 
the country is based on petroleum pro-
ducts.

The hon. Minister has stated in his 
statement that there are certain cons-
traints etc., but he has not foreseen 
the shortfalls and shortcomings which 
are likely to arise. It has been stated 
in the press for the last so many days 
that even HSD, which is largely con-
sumed by the northern States like 
Haryana, Punjab etc., is not available, 
and the entire agricultural operations 
have come to a halt. Because a large 
number of tractors are to be used and 
trucks are to be operated. But, un-
fortunately, even that has come to a 
grinding halt. That is why in Pun-
jab the diesel supply has been ration-
ed.

I would like to mention certain im-
portant aspects of the problem. The 
hon. Minister has not even stated whe-
ther the requirement and the supply 
of the HSD has been completely under-
stood by the Government after the 
strikes at Bombay port and also in 
other refineries. I would like to know 
what the Government is doing with 
regard to the oil supply and demand. 
It has been reported that a sudden 
shortage of high speed diesel and kero-
sene—the supp îy shpiiXall Is less acute 
in the case of the latter—has sent the 
Governxacnt scurrying <or imports. 
Tiie HSD shortage csone into Ite  Jiote- 
light at the time «tartkes in the
Bombay port and fta ilie Kw ali wfl- 
nery In Crujarat. I want to know wkat 
the G^omrtmeBA was doing about 
Should they M t ftunFe tom aen ail 
theaa tihltigif
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So far ag tYm fltrike mre concerned, 
it a routine affair for the Govern- 
iiient of India which they are not going 
to settle. Today, at all the ports share 
the atrike is going on, the labour lea-
der, Mr. Kulkarni, has already dis-
agreed with the negotiations that have 
been offered by the Government of 
India. We do not know the result of 
the damage that is going to be caused 
to the economy of our country. The 
Government of India has not even got 
a mind to settle the issue and all these 
things.

The problem is not one oL hold-ups 
of supplies of crude and refined pro-
ducts. The issue with respect to HSD 
in particular is quite different from 
the shortage of furnace oil in 
Bombay. The shortage, if not
mitigated by quick imports, would 
scuttle wh#at thmshing and kharif 
sowiDg operations in the whole of 
northern and north western India. In 
various parts of the country, the agri-
cultural operations have been com-
pletely stopped. The farmers cannot 
thrash wheat. They do not get die-
sel. Diesel is not at all available. In 
Punjab, the shortage has been meted 
oat by way of rationing. The tele-
grams from Punjab and Haryana are 
coming to the hon. Minister. I do not 
know what action has been taken to 
meet the situation.

The demand for HSD has shot up 
following the power cut in the north.
I would like to know whether the mini-
stry of Petroleum has taken any effec-
tive measures regarding the shortage 
of power to see how to deal with that 
prot)lem.

is also the problem pf faulty distribution syMfm. The aidministra- too’i  cootrol on tb^ dij^tribution sys- tw  h9» be^u completely dxattered into vificm The Ministry jjicapable ot ^l9tiit)pting eveo Jtbe av^abl? <iuaxi- tity oi (itejwil uuA kvpjipaieu TJUe Goy-
o f  loplte is not jable to cpn- 

trpl tbe distribution syst/em p;»p«rly 
to cat^r tp tfeie Qt ttM» Aeedy
people^

So far as the rationing of diesel is 
concerned, there is a large-scale black 
marketing going on and the agents 
are controlling the distribution system. 
It is completely out of the hands of 
the Government of India. The black 
marketing is going in on a large scale. 
The needy people are not getting die-
sel at controlled price.

The fact is that the HSD supplies 
were dwindling and the Oil Coordina-
tion Committee had reported it to the 
Petroleum Ministry. We are heavily 
dependent upon imports. As regards 
the ambitious expansion schemes, the 
expansion of on-shore and off-shore in 
Bombay High, even that is not func-
tioning properly. I want to know 
how long we are going to depend upon 
imports. Unless the administration is 
streamlined, unless the administration 
completely controls the distribution 
system and distributes what is avail-
able equitably, the whole system of 
cUstribution will fail. The whole sys-
tem of distribution and agency system 
is being operated through the vested 
interests. Those people are operating 
successfully and they are creating an 
artificial scarcity in the country.

Another point is this. I would like 
to know whether the hon. Minister 
would come out with a White Paper 
on the issue of distribution system of 
petroleum products as essential com-
modities are distributed and say 
whether he is going to take over the 
distribution system through his Minis-
try and rationalise the system of dis-
tribution, whatever is available.

Also I want a categorical answer 
from the hon. Minister to this ques-
tion. With all their expansion schemes 
and eifpansion of off-shore an4 on-
shore wUl he tell me at what point 
of tirpe we will be sell-reli^t or sejf- 
suflRcient as far as tfcese vitaj item? 
are jconoemed? What steps Qq v ~ 
erjcMp̂ eot ot India going tp tak;.e on  ̂
w^-footing basis to meet the eiwatw.i? 
and to g e ^  up .the economic ilevelop- 
ment uf this country? Also will the



[Shri K. Lakkappa] 
hon. Minister institute an inquiry into 
the distribution system throughout the 
country and particularly In the north-
ern region where there are large-scale 
pilferages and black marketing and 
all administrative inefficiency?

SHRI H. N. BAKUGUNA: I share 
the deep concern of the hon. Member 
with regard to the point of time by 
>vhich India will be self-reliant and 
self-sufficient in the field of crude oil 
and oil products. But I must say in 
all humility that the find for oil is 
being made vigorously, and the spend-
ing in the last year was 30 times more 
than that in the previous year. We 
ere trying to search oil in sea 
;;nd on the ground, and whatever we 
can possibly do in that regard is being 
done. It is our hope and expectation 
that we w’ould be able to find some 
new oilfields. But so far we have not 
struck against any big field. India 
at the present level is refining about
26.5 million tonnes of crude per an-
num. India is producing, both on-
shore and off-shore, about 11.5 million 
tonnes per annum. The production has 
not been cut down, the fields have not 
been given u; : .1  efforts to produce 
more from the fields have not been 
gi'^en up; and the find for oil is on. 
Therefore, it would be less than fair 
for the hon. Member to accuse the 
Government of being rather negligent 
about the objects.

So far as the present question is 
concerned, from 1st November to 20th 
November, which is the busy season 
fcr sowing when HSD is very much 
needed, we had supplied the north-
west region, about which the hon. 
Member expressed his deep concern— 
and rightly so because this is the gra-
nary of India with regard to wheat 
in the last year 6100 kilolitres which 
suffered to meet the demand of that 
area. This year we have supplied 
7200 kilolitres in the same period but 
the demand is still a little more. As 
against the country’s overall increase 
of 9 per cent in consumption of this 
particular petroleum product, this area 
has registered a growth rate of 17.5

2 1 1  Shortage of diesel̂
per cent Obviously, therefore, there 
has been a great deal of strain.

There is a misunderstanding in the 
mind of the hon. Member that there 
is some rationing system in the dis-
tribution of this product. The Gov-
ernment of India have not imposed any 
such rationing in the matter of petro-
leum products. We are trying to give 
as much petroleum products as are 
needed by the farmers but there have 
been some panic purchases because it 
is a hard fact that the shortage from 
Iran may be equal to 1.1 million ton-
nes. We have no control over the 
happenings in Iran and we cannot real-
ly influence the Iranian situation in 
any manner. Therefore, the crude 
import from Iran may be reduced by 
l.l million tonnes.

I agree with the hon. Member that 
we should produce more crude in India 
but there is no method to increase oi’ 
production from the existing wells 
to that level. We have gone round 
the ŵ orld and we are grateful to Iraq 
as well as Abu Dhabi, the two coun-
tries which have given us additional 
crude and we have made some ar-
rangements for spot purchases of pro-
ducts also from the market. But our 
people are very alert to national and 
international happenings and naturally, 
therefore, some of them are feeling 
perhaps that Iranian situation may up-
set their requirements later on. There-
fore, there is a little bit of panic pur-
chases and I only hope that these panic 
purchases will cease.

So far as the observation of the 
hon. Member that the requirements 
of the peasantry are not met, I can 
assure him and I can read out the 
figures to tell him that the daily sales 
in this region are much more than last 
year’s and we propose to see that that 
level is maintained. We are rushing 
supplies and I am happy that the Hall-
ways have come to our help also ahd 
we are now in control of the situation 
and in spite of the Bombay port strike 
two tankers of crude have been clear-  ̂
ed with the workers* co-operation ahd 
1 only hope that in spite of the strike, 
this particular field will not be hit
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because agriculture is of vital import-
ance and I only hope that with the 
co-operation of the hon. Members in 
general and the hon. Member, Shri
Lakkappa, in particular, it should be 
possible for us to persuade even the 
Port workers to relieve us of these 
difficulties I hope they will not come 
in future and 1 am expecting things 
to improve.

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: Sir, he has 
not a!iswered all the points.

MR. SPEAKER: No. he has answer-
ed all your points.

Dr. Ramji Singh.

WR ^ ̂  ff: f  ̂  fTTTT̂

TK ^  ^ 1 9 7 8 rT^
^  ^  1,1 0 0 0  feT T

r r ^  ^  I w  Trqi ̂  I IT mT\
T̂T f̂ nTT

mr ft Tw,-r ^

^  ft ^  IT 73-f 7 ^  t‘—
^  ^  t  • ’SF'T ^
I i cTHT ^ ^  ^  Wf  ̂ r«t> H frfcT ^
^ ^HR 5R>PT ^  'Jft ^

zTT̂  tgfTTT I JT̂  3FT
^  ^vnm  ^
3ft #  itc jt ^  f?=nT ^  ^  ^
^ % \  1 9 7  7 l i f t #
# ^ —

“H.S.D. famine. ' A serious short-
age of high speed diesel has deve-
loped. The H.S.D. inventory at cru-
cial supply points has touched vir-
tually the rock bottom, and unless 
steps are taken on a top priority 
basis, the economic activity may 
suffer a major setback.”

^
^ t v  ^  HtiPT ^  f^RT ^  < rr^ ^
1 9 7 3  f t ^ ^  ^  ^

f TTdlM yvi^ ^  W 3 T  ^  ^  t  » 1 6 ^ ,  
1 9 7 3  *F V t —

‘ ‘Three big petrol dealers of Am-
ritsar held” .

^  3TK 17 1973 ^
fH<adl I—

“Farmers gherao bus stand and
loot diesel.”

17 ni, 1 9 7 3  fk^RTT | —

“ More diesel tankers detained,” 

f ô̂ T̂ r ?TTTf I —

“Two big Diesel Dept, in Punjab 
soon.”

A EfTTTT i
v't^ m f m  t  fiFT wfPT ‘̂t#  ^  
t^RT 5̂ <+d̂  ^  ^
>^t I ,  ^  ?rCt

5t I ^  ^  ^  ^  t ^  ^
?TFT # ^ F r r . fiPT ^  f

R r r ik R  I  I ^ — irt ¥>TT^ f , t  ^
^ftr^nrrft v r #  f  1 r?hT  ̂ ^  | —

^ ^  ^
^  ^PT t  I ^  ^ ?TFr ^  5TTT it^ft
^ ' t  xTT^r ^  ^

^  f — f̂ TT ^  ?TT# #5rm?T
^  «?h: 1 9 7  3 ^  1 9 7 8 ^ %
^  ^  t  4>iftl^M ’RTFT

t  tr̂
^  ^1- ^  ^  1 9 7 3

^  1 9 7 8  TO #■ W  ^  ^  ?TT?3r
I ŵ i ^  t—

19 7̂  ̂ ^  t —

“Farmers and transporters are*
facing an acute shortage of dieseL 
At none of the filling stations in 
Chandigarh and also surrounding 
areas is the commodity easily avail-
able. There are long queues where 
supplies are expected hours before 
the tankers drive.”

T̂Tsr ^ t l R  ^  'H^PHr^rHdt «ftr if t fn v
^  3ft^ ^  ?;> q r  t «

“This is like 1974 diesel crisis
when diesel tanks were hijacked by 
angry farmers but this is worse be-
cause at the rabi time, if the sup-
plies do not become normal, within 
a week, agricultural operations may 
be seriously affected.”

fir$, w?y^, ^  ^

^  cr̂ 3T, ^formr ^  t o  ^ ^
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*"[¥T0 T T ^  fif?]
î irr I, # ift ^  ^  j f  |—
w  ŝfinr  ̂m yir^m w\
t ^  ^  t  ?

^  1IV1 inf^ ^  ^
irrr # ^rrmt t — ^ t̂p rt  ^

;ir̂  ^  j f t  n  'ifr,
?ft ftjT IT̂  WRIT f i  ?

V̂f TT 3rf5f̂ —̂TTT ’T̂ TcR ^  cTT̂ . ^
“5ft I — JT̂ €tw: wm ^
WTK Tft ^  5T <rrr ^
^finr T̂PT ^  f^d<«i t  ^
^ '̂t  ̂ f  I

“The scheme envisages initial co-
verage of cereals, sugar, kerosene,
cloth, vegetable oils and vanaspati.. ”

W  fW  t  i r r ^  ^ %jPiT VFT fw ^
*rf*TO RfRii H ^  ^  TOR I ?TT
<1^?

UHrft 4  ^  r̂̂ rii I —
WHTT ^ ^  41̂  W ^
mm H m̂wTT ^  w t̂rt  ̂ i ittt ^  TĴ rrt 
wMt ^  fry «T^fR t  ^  ^  11
iniT ST 1TOR f̂t ^

^  1974 % 1978 ^  ^
liWV %jYt ŵ̂ rtt wj  i

ift : A mrrfhT fP ^
W wwirt i  ftr ^  ĴSTIT
{  ifTW 4 ■«<l̂ ai f. «r̂

I  f t n fH  ^  ^  1 9 7 2  ^n 1 9 7 4
^  fipTRT t  I
it f , T̂ vfevfarl ̂  t, q̂ îrr-

I  I #  ^TTfPTT f
ftr înrT ‘̂T 5ft « f ^  ^
ŵ vTT ^fnmr ^  w w r  qr»r grn 
irtV^ci  ̂ ftr ^v-in^fev ^
« W ¥  *I»T i R T  ^  ^  I O T T i  ̂ f w r r  ^
TO # vt^ r̂«r 5=r̂   ̂ ^  ^  ^
ftr t  T̂̂ nr f t v r  f  wVr w t t  ^  ^n?ft
f i

>iwru I  ft: T̂ V *
% ŵiT ip f*ff *n  ̂ 4% in^ ^̂ tin r̂
«HWT I  f r  #  1 ,60,660 A w H
Wnf5T ¥T THTV 4WI ^  TO ^ ww 
75^000 ^  ff>5fT Wf SlWflFT

I *1% Ŵ TR i"
3 ^

I  ftf 40 f r r  >|5t ^R fW  ^  ^
6^n»Tr4rq[^ # |t ^  ^  ^  ^ W ^
^  ^  «5Ti qi, ??ft ^  ?r ^  pTvmmr
W  «ifBp 75,oo>o. # iTT̂  ^
*rft ^  ^  5T̂ f WT ^  ^  ijw

 ̂ ^  ^  wfP^ VT m T O r t ,  it
. ^  «ft » r i i f  w fr Tift 1 1  iT^rr ^ [t o m  ^ t f t

fft ^  iPTiT ^  m  i r ^  q r  wm
T ^  ^  I ^  gft 9 ,0 0 0  75T ^  srftr fi|?T 

vt^tw ^  m. 3 ,0 0 0  |t ^ftir^ f t

W  t »

^  i W n  W jm i ; (fltT iT jT ) : ^ ?

^  fiTW?ft *fp5^^ *
7 f t  T^rni* ? m t  ^1 f  ^  4  JTfT WT̂ TT 'STT^ I

q r  ^f^TiTT TTT^^rft 1 1  jjf^T^rr <n 
f t v q r i T T ^ I  i f h  1 9 7 7 %
WT̂, ^  ^  # I  I ^   ̂ 5T^
^  W TVR fft  ^  ^  f t :  U N  ^ ^tfntr 
P f^  JTT^dl 3r̂ TJT ^  I ^  ^  I
fftT TO i  n̂riT irm   ̂ t  ^fr^ 
ftr 2FT t o  ^  ?t^  11 inrjff
^  ^  Hhi  ̂ f̂ PT ^ ^ ^
^"t f m t  ^  ^  I  I

^  f W l f  HSZTWm : ^  ^  ^ j^ft 9)*T^ 
f̂tfsnr I

•ft ^WlA VWiI WĴ Wf : ^ €t
^  ^^T t̂ ^ ' f t '  $  W ^  5TOTT ^  I

^  eft *T ?rnr ^  ^  ^  ^  {)
f t^ fd  ^  ^  TfT j  I

w n^rrc, fr«Hi 1977^
3ifiTftR f i r  g f TirrgTT «rr «firT^ ^  ^  T f  %,

TO ^  Ênrm m ^ ^  iiM+rf irft
^ fT  TK T f  f  ^  ^  ^  ^
VTIFPT ^  TfT ^ 1 ?ni“ ^  ^  ̂ fft ^  TfT
TO % ^  «rT?TT I, î»ft ̂  fT I
^vt <1̂  ^ fT  VW T^ ^  ®FT VTV
vft q ^  ^  1̂5 f w  t  ^  t
?rft TK ^  ^  fir?T ̂ 5TTT  ̂ I

? T f 3 r n T ^ | f T  1 9 7 3 - 7 4  ^  T^t 3F TOIT 
q  5 ®  || *  1 9 7 7  R T t f
5T^ f f  I 1 ,977 t  ^  ^  1 7 . S.’TT
srfer fir r  ^  ^  't t  «it  t[h

?JT9[ ¥ tn  ^  ’ i t  t  I f  ^  WpTcTT f v
WRI ^  ^  ?  T̂T ^  ^

^TTT T^rft W i ^  ^ ’ TT*T f t  Vf
^  I A TOITtTT j  Ptt JTf W  ^  TO" ^  P f  ^>!ft 
(< H  t̂ ^  ^  I ^TT»T S  «i4> )̂ f t ^  VTT®T 

^  ^  i^ n  ft ^   ̂ <ftr TO ♦ VTT”T 
H f ITT̂ TT ^  I

^ fft  ^  ITO ^  ISVTW ^  ft? T O A  HFW
ift ftnrft t, t o  wnr
iTpft prft^ w5t W hA, t o  ^ ?Nt Tir  ̂ ^
fJHRfT VH TO % n^ Wf  ̂ ft»
f T  ^  1 ,6 0 ,0 0 0  ft»«fi*ftd^ < W ^
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|i ^  ^  ^  ffr f
^  #I44< ^ ^  ^ I 5ft

Km  t  ^  fTTT TO ^
vf$*Tt̂  m  ̂ MR\, ^  vt$

^  ^  I ir? vfmx wrr̂  v t  ^  I  f ®
^  ^  m  ^  irm  ^   ̂ ^
4 ^  ^ ftra cnrrr  ̂ ^

t  ^  ĴTTTt SIR w  f < ^  ^  11
+̂ HI ii^r^n  ̂ ?nf> 25tV

^WRj ^  ^  w^nym >̂rr 1
iw ^ ^ ^  ^  |tr f̂tr frrr ^
^  ^  n̂ft ^ «M<y| wVt  IRTTfĉ hT ^
iN* ^  >jMHrgtyci’i ^  «nfr ^  ^rr^r ifr

^  vm i S ĉT ĥr ^  <Srq̂  x i,
fm  ̂ OT ?T ^  ^  I irft JT̂ ft
sfvi^j ?frâ lr r̂ 1 1

SHRI BALWANT SINGH RAMOO- 
WALIA (Faridkot): The statement of 
the hon. Minister and also his views 
recently) expressed • • (Interrup-
tion) * *

MR. SPEAKER: Kindly don’t in-
terrupt. I have called Mr. Balwant 
Singh Ramoowalia. Please don't re-
cord. You have long experience. It 
is Calling Attention.

SHRI BALWANT SiNGH RAMOO- 
WALIA: The statement of the hon. 
Minister regarding the stock of high-
speed diesel, which he has made in 
the House, has rather disappointed 
me, Sir, he has repeatedly said that 
the supply of diesel is sufficient but 
his statement has really surprised me. 
The hon. Minister, on the one hand, 
says emphatically that there is suffi-
cient stock to meet the demand in 
Punjab, Harayana, U.P. and all the 
districts of this region. But, Sir, 
on the other hand, the satisfies 
with me says that in Amritsar 
and also in Patiala there is 
only 400 k.l. of diesel. In Kotka- 
pura there is only a stock of 800 k.l. 
In Amritsar there is a stock of only 
100 k.l. t)f high-speed diesel. Can %iis 
be considered as a sufficient arrange-
ment? This sufficiency will last onlV 
till yesterday. This is likely to have 
been finished by yesterday afternoon. 
I would humbly request the hon. Min- 
iater to specially look into it. There

is acute shortage of diesel there. A  
photv) has been shown by my col-
league, Dr. Ramji Singh. I don’t say 
that it is a shameful thing—I don’t say 
that—but I say that it is a challenge 
to the hon. Minister. You have emerg-
ed into the political field as a syni- 
pathiser of kisans, as a socialist, hav-
ing socialist ideotogy and pro-poor at-
titude. I don’t say that it is a shame-
ful thing, but it is a challenge to you 
that the people of Punjab, Haryana 
and Rajasthan are facing this difficul-
ty The passenger and goods transport 
people are facing this difficulty. They 
have to transport goods to various 
places. These transport people are 
facing acute shortage of dieseL 
The gravity of the situation is 
^uch that though the Punjab 
Government.—under the able leader-
ship of Sardar Prakash Singh 
Badal—tried its best to solve the prob-
lem. yet, it had to resort to rationing 
in Punjab. Sir, there is rationing in 
Punjab. Hon. Shri Bahugunaji may 
kindly think over it The tractors, in-
stead of doing wol-k in the field, are 
lying idle in the filling stations. The 
hands which ought to produce food- 
grain̂ : in the country are lying idle 
in these filling stations. This brings 
a bad name to Janata party also. I 
would urge upon you that the require-
ments of Punjab need your special 
consiideration, because, Punjab has got 
more than 75,000 tractors «t present. 
Punjab peasant.  ̂ are having more than 
4 lakhs diesel pumps and Punjab has 
increased its consumption of fertilizers 
by 26 per cent during the last one 
year. Punjab is the only State where 
the production of paddy had gone up 
by 41 per cent in ono year; this is a 
world record. This State is respon-
sible for production of sufficient quan-
tity of foodgrains to meet the require-
ments of the nation and this State is 
being ignored.

There is another problem. The har-
vesting of paddy has been delayed be-
cause of the irrational and stifPy atti-
tude of the Planning Commission. Pun-

**Not r«eord#d.
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[Shri Balwant Singh RamoowaUa] 
ja b  needs more combines. During the 
peak season, labour is in short sup-
ply. The Planning Commission has 
been having stiffy attitude with the re-
sult that sufficient combines are not 
.available to the farmers. Thi3 has re-
sulted in delay in harvesting. On the 
other hand, sowing of rabi crop is in 
full swing. During this period, the 
diesel is in short supply and this has 
disturbed the sowing operations. The 
small and marginal farmers are spe- 
ciaDy facing a great hardship. Every 
smaXl and marginal farmer cannot 
maintain a pair of bullocks. In Pun-
jab, instead of keeping a pair of bul-
locks, the small and marginal farmers 
hire tractors at a nominal rate. Now, 
tractors are lying idle. Not to speak 
of farmers having eighteen or more v̂ ‘ 
than eighteen acres of land, even far-
mers having three acres of land are 
facing hardship. I would request the 
hon. Minister to ask the Defencc Min-
istry to supply the high speed diesel 
especially to Punjab, Haryana, Uttar 
Pradesh and wherever there is short-
age. Wherever there is stock of high 
speed diesel, necessary directions 
should also be issued to make avail-
able these stocks to all these States.

Thirdly, I would end my speech with 
a note of warning, that not to speak 
of the present crisis, the people will 
face an acute shortage of high speed 
diesel in the thrashing season of June 
and July and I am sure, your Minis-
try will make timely arrangements 
meet that situation.

SHRI H. N BAHUGUNA: At the out-
set, I must say that I do not agree 
with the figures given by the hon. 
Member with regard to the stocks of 
high speed diesel in Amritsar, Patiala, 
Kotkapura etc.

SHRI RAM MURTI (Barielly): That 
was only to lay emphasis on his point.

SHRi H. N. BAHUGUNA: What-
ever is said in this House afftcts the 
market outside more and more. There-
fore, we should be very sure of what 
We claim to know. I quite agree that

somebody might have given these 
figures to the hon. Member.

SHllI BALWANT SINGH RAMOO- 
WAJLrlA; I have got the paper with 
me.

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA; The 
paper does not contain our statement. 
I am preoared to send Shri Ramoo- 
walia as a one-man commiission to go 
and check up if the figures are correct.

My point is that the daily average 
sale in Punjab this year is more than 
what we gave last year. Punjab needs 
more and we are arranging to send 
more. Everyday trains are being 
rushed for this purpose. I am not 
going to ask the Defence Ministry te 
part with even one ounce Of our def-
ence requirements of PISD, but cer-
tainly, I would see that the require-
ments of the agriculturists in Punjab 
are met and they do not suffer on this 
account. Everyday, we are sending 
rake-full trains of diesel to Punjab, 
Haryana and to North-West UP and 
see that the filling station are supplied 
with enough oil. But I have made a 
request to the State Government. In-
stead of saying that such-and-such a 
station or depot does not have diesel 
oil, I would be very happy if when 
our State coordinators call on the Min-
ister or Secretary, Civil Supplies every 
day—in Chandigarh with regard to 
Punjab and Haryana, in Lucknow with 
regard to Lucknow, in Bhopal with 
regard to Madhya Pradesh—the latter 
are able to tell them that in such-and- 
such city at such-and-such a petrol 
pump Or bunk of diesel, diesel oil is 
not available. We will then be aljle 
to pinpoint the trouble. The figures 
here indicate the situation, I am not 
saying it is very comfortable, but 
shortages should not be a bother, pro-
vided day-to-day supplies are main-
tained by the farmers also

The hon. Member has said some-
thing about rationing in Punjab. If 
Punjab has introduced some informal 
rationing, it is only since 2 or 3 day® 
that they had to do it. I hope that 
with the new arrivals, the «itu«tion
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ivill be completely in hand, and there 
will be no loss, either in the harvest-
ing of paddy or in the sowing of the 
rabi crop.
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?ftT ^RTTt^nr ^  iT̂  w^
^TOrWt 11 n €m  ^  ^  ^ rr^

T̂TT f, fsRT^
m x  ^  ^ f̂ r̂ TTTT q-?: t^t 1 1

^  fJT^i^ r̂r wii HHm 11 
rc^nxt TfRmf # m fw T ^  11

'̂t ^  T^ I, fsr^
^  ^>ff iff ?T 5TJFTPT %vrn I JT̂ f

«ft ^f7!n : ITPFTO,^^ ^

frf̂ T q-'tfr, -3̂ ^̂  5fR |

^ € j ^  ̂ fe ŜTfTT
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