
<W) lU p o tM d  sh o rtag e  o f G oal 
la  P u n jab

SH R I BALW A N T SIN GH  RA M O O - 
W A LIA  (Faridkot) : Sir, with your 
kind permission, I  would like to raise a 
matter o f  very urgent public importance. 
The coal shortage in Punjab is so grave 
that several industries in the State have 
already closed down and others have 
reduced their production cawing distress 
among workers and employees. The 
production o f  electricity has gone down by 
35 per cent to 50 per cent in Gurunanak 
Therm al Plant, Bhatinda, due to uncer­
tain and defective supply o f coal.

The brick kilns are facing closure and 
they could supply only 3  crow* o f bricks 
against the target o f  80 crores to the State 
Government for the construction o f link 
roaub, grain markets, schools, hospitals, 
focal points iining o f  canals and water 
courses as the sponsored coal quota was 
virtually out o f  stock. According to 
D aily  Tribune dt. 15-4-79, theie tan 
complaints that the good quality o f coal 
whose price >s R s. 5000/- per wagon is 
being sold at Rs. 17000 in blackmarket. 
The price o f bricks hats risen upto Rs. 350/- 
t» Rs. 260/- per thousand against the 
control price o f R s. 140/-.

The private building activity is almost 
stopped. Under such a  serious situation, 
w ill the Minister o f Energy take imme­
diate steps to help die State and assure 
full supply o f coal to Punjab at the ear* 
liest.

(hr) Fit— r ia l t s i i s l s a n  tor tm- 
bablH tation  o f ag ricad to ta l a a i  
lu d k s s  la b o u re r*  in  M nreua 
an d  G w a lio r d B rls lo ® . o f M a­
d h ya P ra d esh .
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