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14.49 hn.

CHILD MARRIAGE RESTRAINT 
(AMENDMENT) BILL

THE MINISTER OF LAW, JUSTICE 
AND COMPANY AFFAIRS (SHRI 
SHANTI BHUSHAN): Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move:

“That the Bill further to amend 
the Child Marriage Restraint Act, 
1929, and to make certain conse
quential amendments in the Indian 
Christian Marriage Act, 1872, and 
the Hindu Marirage Act, 1955 be 
taken into consideration.”

Sir, the Bill seeks to increase the 
minimum age for the purpose of 
marriage both for males and females. 
It further provides that the offences 
under this Act, the Child Marriage 
Restraint Act, may be capable of 
investigation by the p*olice officers 
under the Code of Criminal Proce
dure as if they were congizable 
offences, but, sfirne time, the
police officers may not have the 
power to effect arrests without a 
warrant or without an order of a 
magistrate.

Sir, the question of raising the 
minimum age for marriage in the 
case of both males and females has 
been under the consideration of the 
Government for quite sometime. In 
fact, this Act of 1929 was enacted in 
order to prevent child marriages. 
Originally, the Act provided that a 
male who was under 18 years of age 
and a female utider fourteen years 
of age were not entitled to marry. 
Subsequently, the age-limit for 
females was raided to 15 years as a 
result of an Amending Bill of 1948 
which had been brought forward by 
Pandit Thakurdas Bbargava in the 
Constituent Assembly. Earlier, in 
fact, that Bill was enacted to raise 
the minimum age for marriage of a 
male from 18 to 20 years and of the 
female from 14 to 15 years. But, the 
Bill was referred to a Select Com
mittee which had agreed with the 
proposaL However, ŵ hen the 5iH
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was ultimately passed, it provided 
for raising of the minimum age for 
females only frotn 14 to 15 and the 
position with regard to males was 
maintained as it was before.

As the hon. Members of the House 
are aware, this question of minimuni 
age for marriage has a direct bearing 
on the growth of population in the 
country. When this growth of popu
lation is such an imoortant problem, 
which the country Is facing, it is 
necessary that the minimum age both 
for males and females should be in
creased. Earlier also a Bill had been 
introduced in this House in Augusx, 
1976 but it had lapsed with the dis
solution of the Lok Sabha on the 18th 
of January, 1977.

Now, Sir, having regard to the 
importance of this matter, it is pro
posed by this Bill to raise the mim- 
mum age of marriage for males to 
21 and for females to 18. Although 
in the Bill, as introduced, the age was 
proposed to be raised from 15 to 16 
only, but, Sir, having regard to this 
very important matter of growth in 
population, it is proposed, I have al
ready given notice of an official 
amendment, to fix the minimum 
age for females as 18.

There has often been a plea that, 
these offences until they are made 
cognisable, the enforcement of the 
act is not really fully made. Grov- 
ernment gave anxious consideration 
to this matter and it cannot be dis
puted that the provisions in such an 
Act should be rigorously enforced. 
But, at the same time, it is necessary 
that the people may not unnecessarily 
be harassed. Therefore, this via- 
media has been found, namely, that 
the offences may be made cognisable 
so that it may be open to the police 
to investigate the offences and bring 
the offenders to book. At the same 
time the power has not been given to 
the police officers to effect arrests 
without a warrant or without an 
order from a magistrate.
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I might add that so far as any 
measures for such social reforms are 
concerned, they do not merely depend 
upon law because the attitude of the 
public is also very important. Our 
aim should also be that the public 
should be educated to fall in line 
with such reforms. There is, of 
course, am amendment proposed to 
the Enacting Formula and the clause 
o f the Bill b e ca i^  the Bill was intro
duced in 1977 and, by the process of 
history, we have come to 1978 now.

With these remarks, I commend 
this Bill for the consideration of the 
House.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Motion
moved:

“That the Bill further to amend 
the Child Marriage Restraint Act, 
1929 and to make Certain conse
quential amendments in the Indian 
Christian Marriage Act, 1872, and 
the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, be 
taken into consideration.”

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI (Chirayin- 
k il): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, there 
is not much to argue on this and the 
hon’ble Minister himself has accepted 
an amendment. There is an official 
amendment raising the age of female 
upto eighteen.

Sir, one of the main reasons for 
bringing forward this Bill, that is, 
raising the marriage age is to check 
the growth of population. It is true 
the population problem is one of the 
major problems facing this coimtry 
but different methods are being 
adopted to tackle this problem. Gov
ernment itself is proposing many 
things. I do not want to get myself 
involved in that problem just now. 
Government is realising the gravity 
and seriousness of the rate of growth 
in population.

Sir, I would like to draw your 
attention to the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons wherein it is stated:

'T h e Question of increasing the 
minimum age of marriage for 
males and females has been conai- 

-  dered in the present context when 
there is an urgent need to check 
the growth of population in the 
country. Such increase of the 
minimum age of marriage ^ i l l  
result in lowering the total fertility 
rate on account of lesser span of 
married life.”

In this respect, I would like to point 
out that there is a heavy demand 
from the young men for lowering the 
voting age. The youngmen feel that 
they are mature at the age of eigh
teen. Actually the Janata govern
ments of Madhya Pradesh and Guja
rat have accepted this demand for 
lowering the voting age to eighteen. 
So, Sir, when a citizen of this country 
is capable of exercising his right of 
franchise at the age o f eighteen, how 
can you prevent him by law from 
marrying at the age of eighteen? 
Further, marriage does not mean just 
producing children. There is some
thing else to it. Here you are 
restricting the right of the citizens of 
this country—especially menfolk— 
upto the age of twenty-one. Sir. 
there seems to be no logic of criteria 
behind fixing the age for male at 
twenty-one. There is no logical ex
planation as to why in the case of 
male it is twenty-one whereas for 
female it is eighteen. My demand 
is that in the case of male also it 
should be eighteen. The age should 
be equal for both men and women. 
Today women are clamouring for 
equal rights and this morning the 
Railway Minister also said that he 
was going to appoint more women on 
the ticket booking counters. So, my 
suggestion is that the age of male and 
female should be equal. It is now 
accepted by the governments of 
Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat that a 
young man is capable of thinking 
about the future o f the nation at the 
age of ei^teen . So, you must give 
the same right to the citizens in their 
individual freedom. Today a student 
becomes a graduate at the age of
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twenty-one. He will have to wait for 
another one year to get married.

So. my simple request is . . -----
Unterrwptions), Mine is a late 

marriage.

n .H  hrs.

THE MINISTER OF LAW, 
JUSTICE AND COMPANY AFFAffiS 
(SHRI SHANTI BHUSHAN): The
hon. Member is already above 21. 
"Why is he worried?

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: I am
worried about the future generation.

AN. HON. MEMBER; He Ls worried 
about his son, Sir.

SHRI A. BALA PAJANOR (Pondi- 
cherry): He is highly deceptive in 
age.

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Sir, there 
should be equal rights. It should be 
38 years for both boys and girls. So 
far as population growth is concern
ed, the mere criterion should not be 
raising of marriageable age. But it 
may be one of the criteria which I 
fully appreciate. In so far as raising 
of marriageable age of girls is con
cerned, it is all right because if they 
are married at the early age, they 
may have two or three children be
fore they attain the ege of 20 or so 
and the entire family is affected. 
Now, when a child is born, we 
should think in terms of what 
should be the attitude of the 
child towards the society. In 
this country, a child is considered to 
be the property of the family or may 
be the wealth of the family. But the 
responsibility rests on the family in 
bringing up the children. Now, the 
time has come when the responsi
bility of the Government is not to see 
that they are saved from mortality 
l ût to see that their health is protect
ed. Of course, it may be the responsi
bility o f the State Governments but 
it is also the responsibility of the 
Central Government to see that the

health of every child born in this 
country is protected. The children 
are the wealth of the nation as a 
whole.

Then, Sir, there should be an in
centive to prevent the growth of the 
population. If the Government 
comes forward with an assurance 
that for those families who have one 
Or two children, they would be given 
some kind of social status in the 
State or some kind of social security 
would be given to them, that would 
help because every family wants to 
save for its future generation. They 
think if they save for the future, their 
children would be secure. So, one 
of the measures that this Bill should 
consider is that the State should take 
the responisibility of giving social 
security to every child bom in the 
country.

Sir, I would like the hon. Minister 
to clcirify two points. One is, what 
he thinks about the maturity and the 
fertility of the young people? 
Secondly, what is the logic behind 
fixing 18 years and 21 years for girls 
and boys respectively for marriage
able age? Afterwards, I would like 
to move another amendment in order 
to reduce the age of the young men 
from 21, because you cannot call it 
a child marriage. A  young man at 
the age of 18 is not a child. It can
not be called Child Marriage Restraint 
(Amendment) Bill. Every young 
man is a voter. He is a citizen of 
this country. I say that it should be 
called Indian Marriage Act. With 
these words, I support this Bill.
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♦SHRIMATI BIBHA G H O SH  
GOSWAMI (Nabadwip): Mr. Deputy- 
Speaker, Sir, I will speak in my 
mother tongue—Bengali.

Sir, I rise to support the Bill. 
While dilating on the objects and 
reasons of the Bill the hon. Law 
Minister has said that the main

*The original speech was delivered in Bengali.
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objective of the Bill is to control the 
growth o f  population, [He said “The 
question of increasing the minimum 
age of marriage for males and 
females has been considered in the 
present context when there is an ur
gent need to check the growth of 
population in the country. Such in
crease of the minimum age of 
marriafle will result in lowering the 
total fertility rate on account of lesser 
span of married life/* and consequent
ly he has sought to raise the mini
mum age of marriage for females to 
18 and for males to 21 in the present 
Bill.

In national and international 
spheres it is an acknowledged fact 
that growth of population is closely 
linked with malnutrition, illiteracy 
and lower standard of life  ̂ In fart 
the papulation grows in an inverse 
ratio with the economic standard of 
a family and its education. Without 
taking effective steps to raise the 
standard of life of the common man 
and to impart proper education to 
them it would be futile to tackle the 
question of population growth only 
through the medium of leeislation 
and it would not be an exaggeration 
to say that the Government's present 
efforts amoimt to placing the cart be
fore the horse and I am sure it will 
not yield the desired results. There
fore, I would urge upon the Govern
ment to change their outlook, and I 
am not one with the attitude that the 
Government has for this Bill because 
I feel that the objectives are wrong
ly placed. Iyi the statement of 
objects and reasons the hon. Minister 
has stated that the Bill “will also 
result in more responsible parenthood 
and in better health of the mother 
and child.”  Unfortunately during the 
course of his introductory speech the 
hon. Minister did not make any men
tion about this aspect of the matter 
which I feel is an important one and 
this leads me to infer that he consi
ders this vital aspect as subsidiary 
or secondly to the main issue. Tn 
m y humble opinion, Sir, T feel the 
first and foremost objective o f the

Bill should have been to^ raise the 
status of woman in India and to set 
up a social order where men and wo
men w-ould lead a healthy life on the 
basis of equality. If this can be
achieved naturally population will 
be controlled automatically^

Sir, the Committee on status o f 
woman have developed deep into the 
problem of woman in our country and 
in their valuable report rtmning into 
480 pages, the Committee have clear
ly shown that the during 30 years of 
independence, the woman folk of oui' 
country have been getting less and 
lesser share in employment, educa
tion, politics etc. as compared to men 
in India.

Child marriage, unwanted mother
hood are some of the chief impedi
ments in the way of the development 
of Indian women. I support this Bill 
as it will help to raise the status o f 
woman, offer an opportunity for the 
betterment of their education, health, 
employment, mental maturity, secure 
economic emencipation and because ii' 
short it sees to achieve total develop
ment of women in the interest of the 
nation and I feel that the Govern
ment should have had introduced a 
more comprehensive Bill keeping the 
above outlook in view and not merely 
as a part of family planning pro
gramme. In this connection, I would 
like to quote a few statistics to how 
child marriage continues to be a 
great social bane and how it has pro
ved to be a great stumbling block 
for the growth of status of woman in 
our country. At page 80 the Com
mittee on Status o f Woman have said 
that according to the census figure for 
the year 1971 the position of married
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person between the age 10 to 24 in rural and urban areas was as under:

298

Age group Rural Urban

197* 1971

Male Female M»le ]Fcmile

lO— 14 

15— *9 

20— .14

5*31

21 *o6 

55- 9 *

*3*39

63*09

93-78

I -50

7 3 8  

3*- 78

4*21

36*24

80*90

This rightly shows the position of 
married women in the country. I 
would also like to quote a few lines 
from the observations of the sanie 
Committee at page 82 wherein it has 
been stated by the Committee that 
“Census has stopped collecting data 
for martial status of girls below the 
age of 10. Therefore, it is not possible 
to know of the incidents of child mar
riage between the ages of 0 to 10 
years, but in our tours, we came 
across a number of children below the 
age of 10 who were already married. 
We were also informed of marriages 
where the bride had to be placed on 
thali. In a village in Darbhanga we 
saw a girl of 3 in a Balwadi, wearing 
sindhur mark, (In a factory in Indore 
that We visited, a baby of 18 months 
in a creche was already married).” I 
hardly need to emphasise. Sir, that no 
nation in the world can progress by 
keeping half of its population—the 
women folk—crippled and maimed. 

The Sarda Act was passed in 1929 and 
despite this legislation if the condition 
of woman in our country continues 
to be so deplorable it only indicates 
how formidable the problem is.

Before we attempt to eradicate the 
bane of child marriage we have to 
trace the reasons which have perpe
tuated the evil over the decades. So
cial, economic, educational and cultu
ral factors have mingled inextricably 
to give birth to the problem of child 
marriage. In India woman must be 

^married. It is a social compulsion and 
a social law. Therefore, if one can 
^arry their children the parents es- 

the stigma of violating the social

law and the consequences that might 
follow. Child marriage is also prac
tised for maintaining the chastity and 
purety of woman while the same 
argument does not apply to boys. It 
is a common belief in the rural areas 
that before attainment *pf puberty a 
girl should be married as otherwise 
her forefathers will go to hell. Yet 
another reason which influence the 
parents to go in for child marriage is 
their belief that a child would be in 
a better position to adjust herself 
when she goes to her in-laws and it 
would be easy for the in-laws to mould 
the child according to their own family 
traditions. In communities where a 
female child does not work for the 
family the parents show a natural in
clination to shake off the burden by 
giving her in marriage in childhood. 
It is a common knowledge that there
IS a practice in the rural areas wnere 
the boy has to give dowry for seeking 
the hand of a girl in marriage. Ob
viously, the dowry for a 5 to 7 year 
old girl is much less than a 15 to 16 
year old girl. Naturally an agricul
tural labourer finds it easy to marry 
his son in childhood when he has to 
pay less by way of dowry than when 
he grows in manhood.

Illiteracy and child marriage go 
hand in hand. It has been found that 
with increase in female education the 
incidence of child marriage goes 
down. Therefore top priority should 
be given to primary and adult educa
tion. We have to undertake extensive 
publicity campaign to stop child mar-
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riage in the country this cannot be 
achieved merely by depending on 
newspapers and the All India Badio. 
The Government have to enlist the 
wholeheartedly cooperation of the 
people particularly the woman orga
nisations in the country, we have to 
enlist the cooperation of the peoples 
Organisations wherever they exist in 
the country. The Government must 
have a clear outlook on this issue and 
when the objectives are clear, it would 
be easy to mobilise the peoples ef
forts in the right and proper direc
tions. In this connection I would 
like to draw the attention of the 
House to one of the main recommen
dations Of Committee on the status 
of woman in India and incidentally 
the U. N. Commission on status of 
woman have recommended the same 
that there should be a statutory com
mission on the status of woman in* all 
countries where their conditions are 
far from satisfactory. The Indian 
Committee on the status of woman in 
their report on page 353 have sugges
ted constitution of statutory autono
mous Commission at the Centre and 
the State to:

(a) To collect information regard
ing all trends in social organisations 
that effect women’s enjoyment and 
realisation of their basic nghts. in 
order to study and evaluate these 
trends.

(b) To evaluate the existing poli
cies, programmes and laws that 
have a bearing on the status of wo
man with the following powers:—

(i) To ensure non-implemen
tation of these measures; and

(ii) To point out lucunae or de
ficiencies in such measures and 
suggest amendments or improve- 
ments^

(c) Recommend new laws, policies 
or programmes aiming to imple
ments Directive Principles of State 
Policy and the objectives of the 
U.N. Resolutions and Conventions 
regarding the status of woman; and

(d) Redressal of grievances in 
cases o f actual violation of existing 
laws.

I very strongly feel Sir, that Cons
titution of such a statutory Commis
sion would be quite effective to check, 
child marriages in our country.

Sir, 70 per cent of our population 
live under poverty level and almost 
all of them are illiterate. It is among 
these people that the practice of child 
marriage thrives and it is here again 
that the growth rate of population is 
very high. l a  order to deal with these 
twin problems we have to bring about 
revolutionary economic and social 
changes in our society. As it is the 
ownership of rural land is concentra
ted in the hands of a few persons and 
unless we are able to do away with 
this evil, and unless we are able to 
introduce far reaching land reforms 
in our country we would never be 
able to tackle effectively the social 
evils like child marriage and conse
quently check the rate of population 
grov/th. Therefore, I would request 
the Government to muster courage 
and show their political will to bring 
about this socio-economic change in 
our country as this change will gene
rate new consciousness among the 
millions of our exploited masses, do 
away with superstitions and illiteracy 
and finally it will give birth to a new 
society where the men and women 
will enjoy equal rights and enjoy 
healWiy life. This is the only way 
of the resent legislation' far from re
maining a paper document will serve 
as an effective instrument to achieve 
equal rights for woman and ensure 
full human rights to them.

15.16 hn.

[D r .  S u s h i l a  N a y a r  in  the Chair]

^TRT) : ^  %
ft? ^  t  flpgCTnr

JTf WT# «n: Jv 5T
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^  *rr  ̂ ^  <TR^ f  ?ft
«Tt— »j«?T«TPT ff, ,

f f fr f  qTTffr f f  ??r 5rnr

f  »r^ srrrT IT? t  *rr  ̂ 5r^R“
^  ^ R cn ' friinft I f%iT 

^  ^  <i<'ti Tfft 6*4 H
^ T  I ^  ^w?rr ^  f% f t r ^  
f%?T Jnnr % ^  jtjftt % nr#
1 t  I »ft ^ : n  ^  %

*n: fipH' jn n r  r̂ irterr i 
^  sfN^nff TT f%?r sRrn: jpt

inrrw "Tfar ^ i ^ nrft ^fhrft ^ i 
^R- ^  arq; wr^>^«n ?nn: ^  jrtp: 
*Ft <rt vPTvr t̂'b^  «Tî

^ I ^  ?ft ?fl^ irra- 5 T ^  'Tc 
f t  ^r$ir ?ftT TT^^mn ^rrw
^  I WfiT(T Jpcr ^̂ STT IT? t  f r  
W  ^  TT «ft <Pt EITR [ ^ r
’ fT^T I

JT̂ t T?#  tft I  t
*HR % >Rt^ ’^TT-'TP; T̂T̂ ,

^  5nferf ^  ^
& I '̂ '{fl •f>l«j_'i SfflT ?̂T *in*JT
*FT ^  ^ I 5TH fTsrrsr % ^frrftr^ 
^  ^T%rr ^  ^>rr «rr ?ft 6 
«T?  ̂ m̂ TT % 'Tm «ftr 6 ^
^5 % «mr i ^
fpp T̂t 5;«r<ftWT «TT cR 
^TTsft % *TW ^^cft «ff I 5R

wrr 5rnr ^  ^  q%  % q̂ pi- 
*rc W5 ^ R̂IT % I 5»TTTf
f W R P T v l t ^ i  ?n iT fJ f^ !T O 5 r 
^’TnTT t  ^  5 ^  T^-frsiTiff ^ x
fliPKRT 'Tr^R' <»><*ii I

t  mq% % %>:
f f  jj ft» ^n^it +l«j|̂ n ^  tt'iMidl

’iff I 5̂ r «PT̂  «ftr

'R  ?T>T? 'ftw il ‘Ft ?n??) 
%«PTT > rr I ^  «fte:T

^  f  PfT t  ^  5i|lf wrt I ^
^  ^  jp f^  % ^

q<^'r<r snftsff
anffm ®TT qr 5p h  f  i f  ̂

'TT ^  3 ?f ’fffTC ?T»ITJt #  ^ 5 < «r
1 ??P T r^ 5 n T ^ P ^ t i

'TT T̂fT ?ft #  «H«dV ^ hjIM̂ I 
^  I

^  ?r»rcTr | fwcw 
iffT'T ^  ?n:? % 'TO ^ #  frraV
% f* fr  T?: ^  ^  jrra t  •

<TT ^  ^  «Pn ^  ^  fe»TT

^  t  f  «r ?r^ 9Ft ^  ^  I'? grot ^ i 
srrraR ^  ^  % ^ f f t  ^  f>r q r ^  
^*ff HT*r fsF̂ TT '’iicil ^ I ?T*IT F<'fil4cv

I  ?ft ?ra- ^frtr ^  i im t  
^rTTTT^rf^i 
^  T̂cZfTff̂  ^  ^  t  I 
^  ?TT  ̂ % riftTf ^

«n I >r̂  % qro ^
^  3̂̂  m fort 51^  «ff I t  ^
%  PIT ir gOTT f t  I % ?ft»r w  I  

5!^ n  Kfr ? ? m t '^ rf^
?ftT T I ? ^  fif+l<rRT =5(Tf^ I

m  Ô̂ TT ft, f f :^  ^  SRTTTCv ^
f  T inrq^ spWt tt r̂nr
^rr%r I ^  ‘̂iT ^x
% f?rr Jr f f  I

SHRIMATI PARVATHI KRISHNAN 
Coimbatore): Madam Chairman I have 
the pleasure of supporting this Bill and 
also I am glad that the Minister is go
ing to accept the amendments that I 
have proposed. But I ^oiild like to 
say one thigg and that is that mere 
bringing of sr^zeBSure like this is not 
going to help to eradicate child

Restraint 30^
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marriace because aa the previous spea
ker said, 1 think, it was Shrimati Go- 
swami, that the Sarda Act was passed 
many years ago, but still we find child 
marriage is taking place of very very 
young diildren and so on mostly in the 
rural areas, particularly amongst the 
weaker sections and the tribal areas. 
But I remember that when we 
were discussing the Hindu Mar
riage Act here in this House,
there were Members who came
from Rajasthan, who valientiy fought 
lor this question of the age being 
lowered saying that it is a very com
mon practice in some of the communi
ties even in advanced communi
ties for the girls to be ^narriej at a 
younger age and it goes against the 
sentiment of the people and so on and 
so forth. Therefore, the way the 
Minister has posed it is what gives 
me the qualms. It is only a question 
of population control? Is it only a 
question of seeing that the girls should 
not be married at an earlier age be
cause they start bearing children at 
that age? If that is the narrow ap- 
proacch, i have my fears that this 
Bill will continue only to remain on the 
Statute book. Because what really is 
necessary is to understand that we are 
a^ung for the girls to be 18 because 
that is the age when a girl as a person 
is grown enough to be a knowledege- 
able mother and to be a good wife and 
a good housewife. This is the basic 
point that I look at and that is what 
will also enable her to understand 
the advantages of having a small 
family, enable her to accept the small 
family norm. These are the things 
which cannot be done by compulsion. 
But once she has reached a certain 
age o f maturity, on the one hand she 
will be a good mother and on the 
other hand she will also be someone 
who will be a good and knowledge
able citizen, which means that by 
the time she reaches that marriage
able age, there should be the infra
structure to help her to develop and 
flower in that manner. In other words 
the educational system needs to be 
also reoriented and education has to

reach the farthest corners of our 
country. It is not only a question of 
illiteracy, it is a question of eradi
cating the illiteracy on the one hand 
and of having a proper educational 
system on the other hand. For ins
tance, today you see the whole Cont
roversy is going on the 10 plus 2 and 
those who are going into the 11th 
class this year do not even know 
what are the jô b opportunitis before 
them and this involves girls as well 
as boys. The question of a perspec
tive, a national perpective in which 
all of us are equally involved is ex
tremely important and therefore, 
you cannot divorce this problem 
from the socio-economic problems 
that face the country today and it 
has got to fall into a place 
where this is to be implemented be
cause this is the ideal, but I have 
absolutely no illusion that it is going 
to come into being in a very short 
time. It cannot be achieved unless 
and until we achieve progress in other 
fields also, in the social field, in the 
cultural field and in the educational 
field.

Another thing, Madam Chairman, is 
the status of Women Commission Re
port which has been already very 
widely quoted. So I do not want to 
go into that. But what is important 
is this. One most important recom
mendation of theirs was the question 
O f registration of marriages, because 
it links up with this problem. That 
is why they have stressed it. In India 
to-day, I don’t think we have even 
ratified the UN Convention on com
pulsory registration. When the Hindu 
Marriage (Amendment) Bill was be
ing discussed here, we had raised this 
point; and we had been given an as
surance that this would be brought 
before the House at a very early date. 
Therefore, I would appeal to the Mi
nister that in consonance with this 
bill and in consonance with this pers
pective he should also go into this 
matter and bring forward at a very 
early date, a bill for the compulsof*y 
registration of marriages, because it 
would then go side by side; and 1
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think tliat will help. It is no good 
having t^is piece-meal legislation. For 
the last SO years, we have been hav
ing pie(,*e-meal legislation one after 
the other. Some comprehensive bill 
and perspective should be there.

With all the hilarity of Mr. Vayalar 
Ravi, I am sure he will not object to 
the fact that we should have compul
sory registration. (Interruptions). He 
might have registered his marriage. 
My own marriage was registered long 
before he was bom.

Madam Chairman, while I don’t 
have to appeal to the Minister about 
the amendment—he has accepted it— 
I would say that he should take this 
matter very seriously. It is not only 
a question of looking whether Police 
will be able to go with or without 
a warrant. It is a question of educat
ing our people and raising their cul
tural and social levels, so that they 
understand the import o f this Bill. 
For Heaven’s sake, let not the empha
sis be on population control. It is as 
though we are saying: “don’t get 
married; and if you'get married, when 
you should meet your husband; and 
when not.” The point is that if the 
girl is old enough, she will know what 
her life is, and what her tasks and 
responsibilities are. If, similarly, the 
potential father is also old enough 
to understand his responsibilities, to
gether they will also understand the 
need for a small family norm, not 
only in terms of population control but 
in the interest of the family itself.

And along with this comes the 
whole idea of social security. When 
Mr. Ravi spoke, he talked about 
children being property. I consider 
them as wealth. People feel: These 
are the people who will look after me 
while I am old.” These children are 
^oi only the security of fRe society, 
^ut alu<) of the citizen. In some areas, 
people feel “ that a daughter is a 
d̂aught»T!P all her life; and son is a 
s^n till he takes a wife.”  In another 
area, only sons are considered as secu
rity. tfhey feel “It is only our son

who is going to look after us in our 
old age.”

You want to have a small family 
norm, so that children will get ade
quate attention. I think there is an
other aspect, viz,, the social security 
aspect, for the parents in their old 
age. Therefore, the social security as
pect should also be taken into consi
deration. Unless and until the State 
assures the people of the country that 
in their old age, they will be looked 
after and not be thrown on the streets. 
Unless that is there, this whole ques
tion of a small family norm is not g-o- 
ing to take root in our country. There
fore, I would tell the Minister this— 
obviously social security is not his 
field,—and I am talking to him as rep
resenting the Government, and not as 
belonging to one Ministry or the other 
viz,, that an overall policy is neces
sary, so that you can see that social 
reform measures like this do get im
plemented and do become part and 
parcel of the daily lives of the people 
of our country.
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THT fagnafj %^rafniT|f%' t  ¥ra-
^  ^ ?ft T̂TW <IT
m«r ^  5ft 5T  ̂ ^  »PT5ft t  I

•SHRI A. SUNN A SAHIB (Pal- 
ghat): Madam Chairir.an, the Child 
Marriage Restraint (Amendment) 
Bill, which is under discussion, seeks 
to raise the minimum age of marriage 
from fifteen to eighteen for females 
and from eighteen to twenty-one 
for males. I extend my whole- 
herated to this Bill as there is
an urgent need to check the 
growth of population in the country. 
The provisions of this Bill if en forc^  
effectively will result in lowering the 
total fertility rate on account of lesser
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span of married life. As the statement 
of objects and reasons says, it will also 
result in more responsible parenthood 
and in better health oi the riother and 
child.

Here we have to bear in mind the 
prevalent environmental and economic 
conditions throughout the length ar.d 
breadth of the country. This assumes 
grave significance when we legislate 
for a social cause. The provisions of 
this Bill will be affecting the entire 
society, whether it is rural or urban. 
The penal provisions of the Bill can be 
easily comprehended by the urban 
elites. Besides the legal compulsions 
the people in urban centres are influ
enced greatly by the social considera
tions and on their own they endeavour 
to limit their families.

Madam Chairman, as you are aware, 
India is not just a garden of fragrant 
roses only. In fact, our country has 
the largest rural landscape inhabited 
by majority of innocent and illiterate 
people whose very life is an econo
mic burden for them. They are steep- 
ped in age-long social customs and 
traditions. If their shackless of super
stition are to be broken, if they 
are to achieve a semblance of eco
nomic and social equality with their 
brethern in urban centres, our prime 
aim should be to usher in an era 
of social revolution in adidtion to im- 
plemening measures for economic re
generation. It is not enough to in
corporate something in a legislation. 
Along with this, the social aware
ness must be aroused. The people of 
the country, particularly the rural- 
folk, must be made to realise the eco
nomic necessity of having a small 
family. They must be made to know 
that by raising the minimum age of 
marriage the growth in population can 
be curbed. As I mentioned at the 
outset, the people in the rural areas 
do want to get rid of their social bur
den by marrying their daughters 
at an early agg. Secondly, because of 
economic compulsions the children 
become working force for them. This

nullifies the efforts of the Govern
ment in propagating the concept of 
small family..

I belong to a minority community 
and I am personally aware that even 
today among Muslims the girls are 
married at the age of 10, 13, 14. I do 
not want to elaborate much on this 
kind of hereditary social customs in 
different communities of our country. 
For that matter, in our country it is 
considered a sacred duty of the parent 
to marry the daughter before she 
matures. I refer to this because I am- 
sure that along with legislative s t^ s  
other steps must also be taken so that 
the common people know the efficacy 
of delayed marriage.

While I support this Bill, I would 
go one step further and suggest that 
the minimum age of marriage for a 
female must be raised to 21 and for 
the male it must be 25. You know, 
Madam, that the girl or a boy reaches 
the age of 21 if he or she has to com
plete M.A. course, after which only he 
or she can try to settle in life. Besides 
the necessity of curbing' the growth of 
population, the economic independencs 
conduces for a happy family. So the 
basic criterion for this kind of a legis
lation must be based on an All-India 
angle, to meet the requirements of 
entire society in the country and not 
merely from one point of curbing the 
growth of population.

What I have suggested may not be 
necessary at this junture, but I am 
sure that the Government will have to 
take such a step within the Course of 
a decade. The circumstances will 
compel the Government to raise ihe 
minimum age of marriage for a female 
from 18 to 21 and for a male from 21 
to 25.

I am grateful to you for having 
given me an opportunity to participate 
in the discussion on this important 
piece of legislation having social reml- 
fications.
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qiTwiTzr ?T«T?rr it t  7^

^  ?r<RT t
«Pr5 r̂T-T it ^r?r wrr 5T5T tt̂ rrir̂ i: 
!i]^ t  rr  ̂ ^  7p?3Tr ?flT ^sfr 
^ J T  «FT 5fW T̂ cTT | rT̂TT ?T«TT3r >rr
^w«r wmn ̂ ^  ̂  I 
i v  1 8 ^ ^ ^  «rrT ^  ^  w f

arrt’, q r ^ w w  ?ft 1 5 - 1 6  ^
t  ^  W f^  «R <|TTW 5PT% t  •

t   ̂ 18 it qfir ^^n?t wift 
^  vtr vt

rTTfT •TT T<f m̂, Tf^ i r r ^  
i r m r r  snr 3rr«t»rr i * r ^  s r n r t
^  t  I ^  W TT iT> >ifk ift

ft  ^ » f t  I ^ T̂WrTT f  fsp 
?ft fjfTfft 5T f r t t ' ;  % lft<I »Tt>T T T ,  
^3T*^0T *̂T >̂T ^  ^8-*T-^® >̂PT 
TT %<rr I ?T ?^  w r  ?r»iT

^ t n r  t  I ?T«K <tPt sTTcTnr-̂  
T̂Tr, ®'rf wr. »r r̂, ?t?<p> 

^  I  rfr 3T? 5!TT  ̂ T ^
^  «  f t  ^ f f  ?T>r<ft I frfl'r ^ T  JT ■?% 

 ̂ nrrTt TT ffr^T ^srr 7?<rr i

»Tf: qTJTfftri: ^WfTrTf r.
?TM ifr^T T ?ftT-7=ftH *Trsff

it Tfr-^ 5T̂ , ^r^'f ^r t̂ r̂r
#5 ̂ iT 5T9r P: I ffTff r̂r-ir t ? 
if f t  ^^r, r43^r ^  ^r 

®t? ^tt trr*T n fr sfp: Tf ̂ t ir  >T!ft 
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TTift ^ I f»Tf^‘T irrf77fr I  Pp ?rp : 
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TT %?T snnT ^ I Sf̂ ’iff % 
TTW4̂ >cn»r w  srrr ^  I ^
?TT  ̂ 5 ft ;jr7:? ?r ^rpRr ^ r% i i
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a  .^nwrar f  ?pr 5tot
JIT

I  I ^  it IT? 5TW ft  ŵ r?rr
^ I ^ vnxtfrv ^ ^  VT 
r«t<nf5 V uT?r̂ 3T̂ > ^ <1 ,̂ <t>*<

sm ^  <mT*T i ^  ?r^ 5ff%- 
it srnr ^  ^t r̂rrr a-f:

*T^ firr «IT f% JTT̂  T̂T ST^or
^ JTT ?rr̂  *rr

»Tt-?rT w  ^  ^ I
^  w?l: 5T?^ 'Ti;
#  ̂  fiŝ TT ^̂T?rr «rr ’irtT ^  % 7t^
^  ’TPT ’STTiTl ^ - T  STfriT
T̂T!TT «TT I K

^  >Tt ŝT 3TRTr nr ?frT m  ’ft 
snTTf «rr i ?m ft qTTTa ■̂ 't I  
?jYt msg^r Kft t  %  5T? H ?TtT
5Tf^ T̂T̂TT HT̂ ft KI %
m  n fw T  fT iT»ft ^ ? r  ?)rrr
t i  t  ? r w  ^iT-iTT«iV 
^  ? irm  srac^ f>rr

^'tffft =5f̂ a 3T? ^Rf =srrf̂  f̂ : m  
57? ir *ftr 5Tff̂ i»t ^nr^TRft 

3n% ^  cT  ̂ '3^  f«)«(T? Ti ^rfy't'K 
^  ^  =?rf^ 1 ^  ^  ^iT ^ f  r
TT eft ?^ r ^  I T̂'TT
3Tf 25 WR fnp m 30 ?TH ^
’^ n w ^ t ^  ŝT̂ rr  ̂at
^  ^  srfa^T 5>rr i
^  ?ftT ^?¥t ^  ’f:? ^ r ‘t
3rn̂  ̂ ^5nr srr ,̂ ^^rrPf^
W ^ r #erR-^^nTT!r 5t» ? V ^
fTarif ^  frr srRfTTK f>Tr i
9t€t ?n^ it T tf ^r^?r=?r
^  I

^ *nrt ^
»jT ftf T inmmrf qr «ft f ^ i r

^  I # \?r ^  ffifff #
IPRT #?flliR ?5IT -^i^ai *rr îPr*! 
?  5!^ 'Tî rr I t  tfHHdi g 5T?^
^  *n^ ^  ^  r̂ra' t^pvV

I 5Tf5ft Ct ?nJT 5Tq^ i «  
TWt|l ^  ft^ t  I 5TW ^ ^  

ITRT ^  %<ft I 5TŜ r
!n’5 f) I

^  'TT iRRT »rf ^ 
ot1%T IRft ^  !TtT ?f%cr ft:i.T»mT | I 

ttft V3*1T̂  ^1«l ilj^  ^ T  ^ I 
'TT t((Y JT̂ T̂  % ^ra’-ft<i|l  ̂ ^

^  »nTT t  I iTElT'PFTtt
% 5®  snTT f̂ Pt ^  sftr ^  5 ^  

»T*nŜ  ^  fen  »niT m  I 
IT? ^  TOT I  I ir ?ft
>r*rf̂ nf«rT it ^  ?t ^  ^  i ?t fenff % 
^  5 ^ ,  ^ ?r*T SPT ftr
^SPT Î TT ?t\t  | f ?rt ?JT̂ t

^ ^ « n ? f t ’Tt I ?niT
«pff *n: »nn ?ft

^  ^  «fV I 'TTJr-qt? 5f.T ^ -
^TT ^t f̂ y5|T

$<911 *rr I 4̂̂ <tTi t?<i»in> ^  s^TT 
% WT̂ -Î rsn̂  ^  #  5̂TH?TT p I ??r 5R5 
^  MftHiy. «ft ^  fii<Hl ^ ftr ?7?nT 
qr <t gro t ?ni, ^a^ft ^  ^ r  
f?[*n qr, »TT?T-«Tra’, ?flT f̂ r

q?TT ^  q ?  TO 5ft ^m ft ^  I  I 
fK  JRVPC 8ft m fW  ?Tk ^

t  I

«ft?TTOT^ ^ iT«p ^'t ^rm r 
^  1 ^  «TT I ^  fiw
1929 #  ^  ftwr ^ ’TT s f t r ^ ’TFET 

F T
«ftr 18 51?% ^  »rf «fr I
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[«fi vU f JTi.m firnftl

1949^r JITT I 5r5>l?t
^  vro 15 TT *1̂  I ?rPp^ VPT 
^  f r  «TT3r ?Rr WFT ^  ^  ^

^  T t t  • if w  -
^  t  <rer |>tt ftfr ?t

% »TFiT-f«rarof % ^  iir
?nf<{i<i T T ^  I 

^  Hpc*̂  *TR^ ^ f r  ftrf^ if 
jftr W  ?TT5t I ?TWT ^

^ ^  ^ in i ^ ^
r M t ^ r 'm T 5 T | l  
3Tt «PT5fT ^ T T T W ^ T T T ltl^ tT t^ T ^  

if ^ TST ^  I iff «rM
5fl *PT<Ĵ  if ^ f% ^n«t^<t %
«rro ir VR^T^ ^  fftr %jrr% 

UTOff iff ̂ ’TTvr $ I f^ r% f^  
^  ^  ^  I  inr?mn i

3TR if ai't ^  *ff *ntr%
?̂IT TT ^ I ^Wif 5 ^

«iT i3 ftr^ t5 ft  r n r m ^ T ? i r i T |  i
snrr ^  % fN̂ r ^

^Fm 5TTRT >raT «rr ^  srtr |;wrT ?ft
f^^ni »̂ii«<i *̂<1 •i>i»ii I
^  Tft ^  zfTfr if «it ^ I
jj|f <MHifd ^  * fe  ^  sf^ifeirnH 
TT5TT <.51 ^ I V n^ 5̂ 1% ^TT
f w  I  I
^^rrart 1 #f*FT?rirTW T^ ?

^  UT ? WT t»»TT flIlfV 5>
?Wm t  f% if ^frW f7 7 ^
^ 1̂  ^ I Vt^ l̂̂ *Ti frlVT"
im ^  ?ft 5f ^  ^  qfSR ^  q t  iffT 
%?T VRTT-fq  ̂ % fe^TO *1̂  ■̂ I'jI
^>ff *At t  5^  =5ft̂  Ti »TR<TT

f  '

WW '*i*i««lTT ^  ^
I  1 1  wim<TT f. f^ .  *nq^

<̂*11 1 ^  %

w trt  ^  | ftr n im - 
fr i^ w «% ^ fn § r  q fr m  lr

MNkm  ̂ * n ^  ^ I ITTOT Tt iw - 
?ts  OTi T5TW faRfif wWf % vjft«|5T 

^  ^TSTr Vt VTW >̂T
*lftiH>K »̂TVt if 9 ?^  f*l^ I
inrr t  ffJT a r t r ' ^  ?ft
#SHf tR fimPir ^  9 W  I  I 

if ^  ^  51  ̂?)»rr i
TT ĴfTTT ^  q f’ TT I %

iff ^
5rHT«Tt»TTI ^ ? T ^ 3 f f %  fiFT 
s«M<. Ptipif wim «('iqI

5T3^ ^  I
4d<ir«|l4j T^ I  I WW STOTf
% TRT 3TT^ qwr ?niT | f^ 5TT5T-

, *T»*I M  1*1̂ %Ti fVcT̂ Y I V;»l
sfTT̂ T T^f I  I grTrTraT»»T f?IT I  I
vn r tR ̂  f*F^ >î it a*f
^  ^  irqJFT ^  iniT»ff ?rlT
ftRff iff if !I»7rrT 5T  ̂ TT CT f̂ I

WTT t4 t ,
JiamiT ^  iff s w  fffsfir m fr «ti? t-

f̂ ?TT if S*llfl ^  I

16.00 hrs.

fff ^  if 'Ji'i««iTT <n: f'raa’T 
MNv<4*b ^ I ^TP ?^>b^»ii ^T^ar 
f  fsfr??T f^JW  if sfT «f\T *Fr3ftf̂ iTT
T5 ^  ^ 'J'T f̂ ifr *ff^ 5T *PT% ^  %T3T 
^  cirf^ f^T^ >̂T% if
nr I !RT if ti«F WT?T f^fff *ra> ^  
f̂ wIt 5® ^  =5nf»rr, sr̂  Jif f^

?r«P HUFT I , ^  snrr ^  ^
^  ^  I  I JT? Wrf«>̂  Sf̂ T t
JTf arPRT % T̂*5i5sr >iffT
^  Tff^^ff 3W If fq3«<+

TfT«iT, w f i m ^ i f ’TTirin'n^qiv^ 
fv  *r? f ^  f ^  i?*Fr if

Rtttraint 330
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ftrirr w w r  i w r  wm5t t  fw rf
iftr f ip j ^  ^  ^  iR  I  ?

? < n n :im  sptow t 
«R fH4««r i  ?ft mrow^ t  
’rft ^  I ,  ^  ^  w  «R ^  ^>w

I

SHRI SHANTI BHXJffilAN: This BiU 
appliag to aU.

jw rn  ?i»i*ft : ^  f%5f % 
trVT v n v f ir VTT f^rer §  wrr•V r*> .A

<WW :

'The Bill seeks to amend the Child 
Marriage Restraint Act. 1929, to in
crease the minimum age of marriage 
from fifteen to sixteen for females 
and from eighteen to twenty-one for 
males and to make consequential 
amendments in the Hindu Miirtiage 
Act, 1955, and the Indian Christian 
Marriage Act. 1872/’

SHRI SHANTI BHUSHAN: The prin
cipal Act applies to all religions and, 
theiefore, this Child Marriage Res* 
traint (Amenament) Bill which seeks to 
raise the carriage age to 16 for girls 
and to 21 for boys applies lo all people.

5IVRJT ?®rnfV : ?HR ^  RT 
5 5fl’ ^  viMTit trlT ^

^  ’PT i  I
iRTTr ®f?[ R rd w  ^<irr i srsaff 
% t  frH TT f  I

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI; No. Sir. 
this amounts to communalism which is 
very wrong.

t w  ftrirf (sTnrtr) : ^nrr- 
«T% *T^!Tr, ^  ̂  ^  ftrW
i  xf{K w  5 f ^  ^

I '̂PP’T <w ^
^  vfff’isR Pprr n*TT | t

3560 LS— 11.
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I Jf «rnft jffT f  irr 
*n n w | ?  ^?T5iT^Jr

qivr  ̂ sram i »n ^  ^
^  fWV I  *n?fi Jr j ?ra% w f  .

I  fi|t «B5rr HT«Pt fftr ^
*ftTT 1 w r ?  t  ^
I  W'lK ^  ^  ^

cR f ?r 
7?% 1 1  ^  ^  

|. ?W ĝrPFT
?t«»T I  wk Pet «fk  ^  
f k ^  % W M d ft?ft I  w\t 
««T W  »N l5tm T| I 8 0 nrtt t  
T!?% wwret i r m  5FT5J5 ^
HTW TX7f 3,7 ^ <RT

ft  *fk?RSRT^'lV5#WH«R^5Ff1»ft I 
^  WTH % ift ^rnr W f  % ^ ^  ^  w it 
^  ’fiff Tft I  wk wninft v*r  ̂

s F t ^ ^ t||  I 
eft 21 % ar? tft
?ft ^ 1 ,  eft T*T siflr ?tnt I

^  wmr % 5?r »iftft x n '^
I

q^nT^ I m T *rr̂ m | fip nnfi *r
irftirfV I  nfk JT? lift mrRT I  «?ft »ft t  
«fk ^  ^  WTT snrfrT
ttstt I  I f̂ rar̂ f wrq^

I

<̂T % 3, 4 $ fen  I  I qfT 
15, 14 ^  f t #  I  eft

^  3mft ^ irtr ?rt

>T^, ^  ^
I I ^  eft̂ T 4 5T5fW ?tVt fteft |
Ttf 7 <t, 8 5IT?r wtT 1 2 9T^
i<?t a> 'â r̂ Pf ?TT5ft

T̂T«? 3R ft  I  6, 7
% at? »fkT ?rfTT ftelT I  I
i in ^  % srre >rt̂  t

«rV in ri i
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5TFfTT<T fiw f]

^  f t  ?nnT f  w<nf ^
l O ,  l 5 p P T « K ^ ^ ^ a r T 5 f r t » r t T  5 T f ^  
?rra ^  % Ti?: ^  11
»n^Jr ^̂ rJT̂ TTT ^  nrrt Jiff

5T?s3r % iT̂ f ^  ^ I ^  Jr vr^ 
70, 8 0 ffl’T ^  f*W*T ^  >TR^ 

T ’ T V P i  T T  W T R T  V i T  J W
JT§ Trjĵ T ift «ri  ̂ 5f^€ % ^r?:^ ^  

tft «m w t y r v R

xftT. ?Tf TPR ^  ?ftf»r I m  
I  »^r ^f5T ^ ?fl«T 3(Ti>’, ?Ttn
<»>iHi ^  wrihft
?ft ^  w 't  f̂h: ’rfV
# fV  I ?fN: ^  51T5 Ir 3«n?:T 

wnrirr?ft4’f ^  ^ i P F -
f<T?nT^VVT^, j  r̂ v t
?rTft ^  JT̂ r-T̂  fsrax i w-tt f »
ST j ®  sVfT ^  gft

^ 7  3IT.-5T »riw jf 
y'>iHi T ?ft*rf 4^n *î -
»TT?ft f>fV I J T ^  ?rWf n  tr f - ’Tfi ?nfy
^  T ff  iT'^? ?r|f fu  ^  

?r> 5nf|- I

msr f^  3ft7r flfV?: 7r^nf ^ »iw "̂V 
^  T q-JT^V fiT STTfTWipT ^  

»mT»ff <r f , ?TTT Sf mw^ 
I  wrft-fT f^ ^ ?rrir*ft
?f?r fTJTifrT 11 v -K  WTT 3T?fl- vmif ^  
tt^>^ f ^  ^
IJTC f7>T^ ^
^  I

JHr ?rnrift irrar sift «wirr^ % 
f5Tl7T% jrr|f%  f m f ^ w t P w >

i r t r p B T  I

W«K ^  VTfT fft siflf
5Tt 51̂  I ^  f  ̂  ^  f ? T f  ^FTrTT

iTo (Krnm ^T): wsgwr
*TftW, q^ Wif r m  0 K

^  %  JTf f a r w ^ r  T l ^ -

«7rftf>«iT tri^rrfk

%  f 5T ^  ?ftftrcT 5T ^ f > < i T  I ? n r ^  * f  ' 

w *T  ? ? i % $ i T r %  ^ w ^ % ^ n r f « w r  

ĴTTWf % ^ ^
1955 %ftx f ( n f  irftrftnnT ,
1872 «rr I in % ^

W ’ ^ V < » T  tr  i( IJ fi  WT?T

v\i t '

^ ¥ T  ^tT ? W  5HP

^ ^ k t t  1 3 n i  t t t  m^TTfsr^F % r k  

gsr ?ftT ’T fx^  ^  
?r^ 5> I ?pf^ «PRrr

?r ^  ^  ? ? T m  ffT s r ^ r r  o t t < t

iT€<f>5T f?rr (TfT ^nmrxv 
% ?r im  Jf sr^TT iT̂  v m  »ft 
?T‘ T'T>^ f > r r ,  spnjsT «  ^  % w ? r

^fe^f<Tt w  *if
t  ?<T %^ f:^«T ?r «ft® ^ 5  I 

?TFT7: s r T ^ T -f im ?  ^  ^T^rdir  

«̂ fT ’isi\x ^rftrfHsnr ^
5f t  T T ^ -s !T n fV  f t . f ^ t r J r  

t T r - T r s i ^ ,  * n !T > n f t  « m r  i r « i > - f a r ^

T T  s i T W T ^  I ? n f t  i f t r  i n f t

a w ! %  ftrc [  a w ^ T ^ r i ? ^ - f ? r a iT ? ’F T f t w t ? r  

5r¥5nr wr5r-f*prn[ ^  
i r ^ d t r  ^  ^ f n h p T  ih^  ffV t

# *11 Jr ^  T̂̂ fT ^  
j  P f J rt f ^ f 5  11 «TT ^

#  ^  *rar «rr I v r r  ?<rr ^nrer ^  ^  
iftr TRTPnw 5 , ^  ^  ^
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irh! ^  irnrR ^  ^ i ^  
tnto tTo %ttK ^  ?rnr *Tf

f ^  % ftrcT ^  ^  ??rarr̂
% f̂ fTT f̂ RTT ^  Mltg

fftr  fs(«<r ^ncft ^ i
^  cTT 51^ fnÂ I % ftlTT 5JPTOTH
51]  ̂ ?Rr 5rT^-fir^ ?qird^ ifrr
^ 5 T  H w r t  I
.̂ r?5T, ^ f t  ^
^  Pf «r«R vRNnf
|[, ?ft ^  ^  ^ R '  ^  ^
W s R  ^  I

I ergrmFminfbrv, 
tWfinF %ftT, ^blFn— p̂if̂ r

T̂T̂IT ^  *1^ fW t, 5T̂  ^  
^  <rfef?r^ ^  ^  % 2fnrrr 
^  I  I

^rnr ^  ftrerr 8
3T%T?r̂  11 ^  cT  ̂ r̂ ftTOT ^  5nrn: 
^  f ^ ,  ^  r̂ ^nrc î ^  ^

€N=r t , %%?r 5H % 
irf^miff ^  fW r  % Mt5r srmrrr

, ^  I rTT̂
* tftr ^

^  <rTT% ^  i
^nrrw-trfk^rd  ̂ % 4»4H

t  11  ^  ^  
.^hi^ t̂^ktt ^ I % f̂ ftr
W i f ^  iftr: 5V$rfinvr ^
^WW^cTi *f̂ IH f̂rT*PTT
% 3TTr5T^^^^^t I

r̂̂ 5T % ^  %ftK firar
% r̂ ift TO ̂ T̂ TTf % fin fR  ^  I

^  ^ftr 3T^ ii^ h Iw V  f̂ ITRTT I  
w r  Ppi jpr w n ^ , ^P^vifev ^ 

if p r  fr«TR fflrr ^
^ vfT t  ft?

3̂|T% if i?ft^  ^  sT̂ nr j w f  % 
T̂TT fenff % ?i>nFr Jr snmr ^  i 

^  fiF5rat froitr
^  tr^ 5̂ rnrifV «fh: ârq-y<q| ^  
^sTT^fi ^  ^  P q - ^
r̂ qrft̂ râ r ?r|lr f>rr, sir^^i

ir r̂nĵ T q f ^ ^  ^ 1

r̂̂ rOn ?rfeP=pnT ?ft 
^  % ^^rrw ftrfe
«fh: ?*rnT r̂?ft % ir T ^ rn r^
^FT^ ^ ftr ^PT^ *TT̂ f %
^ ?m R  ^  ^RT 
^ m fsrv  «ftr ^rkfrRrv ^ tr  ^  
^  I it ^ ^  qirTf it
T^ f ,  ^  «rmT I  ft: q r
f%^n I

Restraint 3^6
(Arndt.) Bill

PROF. p. G. MAVALANKAR 
(Gandhinagar): Madam Chairman, this 
is a brief and a good Bill and also it 
is an important Bill because it con
cerns one of the vital problems and 
i^ubjects facing our policy—viz. how 
can social reform and legislation go 
progressively hand in hand so that one 
has a healthy effect on the other? Be
cause as the Law Minister himself 
said in the initial stages^no social 
legislation can take strides in the right 
direction or in the desired direction if 
it is not backed up by increasing social 
consciousness and public opinion. You 
cannot at the same time have greater 
social awakening and more informed 
public opinion unless you have in a 
country like ours the social legislation 
which may help formulation of the 
public opinion on the lines we desire,

I feel that social legislation such as 
this is important. Although my friend 
Shri Mirdha has gone, I do share his 
apprehension about the difficulty of 
implementing such a legislation in out 
vast country particularly in the rural 
regions. But I would request him to 
reconsider his approach and ask thi5 
question to himself—as we have been
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atidnj thi« qutition to oum lves - 
whether it is not r^ht t&r us tp help 
in educnting the public partly by the 
kind of leciSUitidh whioh the Law 
Minister has brw^gil todlor? 1 #ntir^y 
agree that legislation in itself does 
net create any panacea, nor does it 
create automatically M y welfare but 
surely if you want some kind of wel
fare to take place in concrete tenns, 
a eertain amount of pioneering eHort 
in terms of taking a lead in the matter 
has to be done by law makers ard we 
hgve to be grateful to men like Mr. 
Ssrda who for a long time did what 
we have been considering obvious today 
and it is true that we have covered a 
long way since that time. But let us 
remember with gratitude Mt. Sardd 
and many of the aocial reformers like 
him. i would say, not only Mr. Sard:* 
but men before him beginning from 
Raja Ram Mohan Roy. May I also 
add that even some of the British offl- 
«efs, inchiding a Governor General 
and Viceroys of those days who while 
governing politically also had an eye 
on the important aspect of social re
form without which your polity coulJ 
net take proper and democratic roots. 
From ail these angles I welcome this 
Bill. I only hope and I share ihs Law 
Minister’s feeling that this kind of 
social legislation will be continuously 
and effectively backed by enlightoneci 
public opinion and also by responsible 
social service agencies.

The Minister has made a ref(*r?rce 
in his Statement o f Objects and Rea
sons, as well as in his initial remnrks, 
problem of population explosion in this 
country. I am not one of those who 
believe that we must not take this 
point of view in consideration while 
talking about the raising of the mar
riage age. I am glad that the Janata 
Government has been conscious of 
this great need of continuing effectively 
the policy of population control by 
which I mean Family Planning, proper 
parenthoods, without the coercion part 
odf it which was so manifest in an ugly 
way during the dayg of emergency. 
Nobody wants that. At the same time

we do not want to throw every thing 
over-board. Let there be not a num
ber of people born in this country to 
bv absorbed, but let us say that tliis 
cpuntry can absorb many more poople 
of quality rather than just the ouaiii- 
tative addition to it  That aspect r.usi 
be kept in mind and, therefortp 1 wel
come this Bill from that angle.

8HRI O. V. ALAGE8AN (Arkonam): 
How do you differentiate?

PROr P. G. MAVALANKAR: This 
is an evidenoe of the Janata Govern
ment's concern and anxiety about the 
question of population explosion which 
really we must tackle quickly aiid 
effecUvely. In fact, it is one of the 
three or lour very important challem^ 
ges faced by our 20th century, in 
the remaining part of the century, in 
the naxt 2Q years or so. Now, my 
friend, Mr. Alagesan says; how QO yqu 
make a difference between quantity 
of population and quality of \j )pula- 
tion? Well, the answer is very simple 
though the implementation is very 
diffkrult. And the answer is, you em
phasise progressively the processeB 
of education and persuasion and there- 
by create a responsible and respon
sive citizenry in this country and if 
that happens, then, you automatically 
get even in the increased population a 
more qualitative population. That 
will be my answer to my friend'B 
query.

Madam Chairman, therefore, I 
would say that we must take all sorts 
of educative, persuasive, legislative 
measures; and we must also look into 
the question of punitive steps as weH 
as rewarding steps.

This is  not the time nor is ♦his the 
occasion to go into the details cl this 
matter. But I would like the Law 
Minister to consider this, not only as 
the Law Minister, but as part of the 
whole Government. Let him consider 
this aspect of the matter also wheth3r 
in some ways you may not achieve 
some very doairable objectives ^ 
punishing and in some other ways by 
rewarding or by giving incsnt^ves.
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That also caQ be tbPughi of; without 
iiecessarily punishiiig you oao 1o things 
by providing som« inqeatives and 
rewards tor doing the right things. Say 
for example, if you have lesser chil- 
jMren, weU, you have leaser tax; more 
<?hildren, more tax and 00 on. If that 
tappens, that again can be a great 
disincentive for having more popula
tion.

And, whether we like to believe it 
or not it is becoming more and more 
tf ue now that even the so-called igno
rant population of this country is— 
when it comes to economic needs and 
dire economic situation—coming tc re
alise the importance of small family. 
But it needs cartain backing of social 
legislation and public opinioa

Now, the problem is, Madam Chair
man, how to enforce this kind of a 
Bill when it becomes an Act— in fact, 
irlready it is an Act, with the present 
lowering of age. Now, there is noth
ing sancrosanct about age. Some of 
my friends have argued, make it 25 
Or make it 30. I don’t think that is 
the answer. And, I am ag»>nst in
creasing this age indiscriminately 
because that would only mean allow
ing people to have all kinds of im
moral and illegitimate and illicit re
lationships etc. Sex and family life 
are very sacred things in this country 
and we cannot allow the natural in
stincts and the natural factors to be 
completely ignored, and in our en
thusiasm to have less population 
we cannot go on saying, make it 25, 
make it 30 and so on. That is not the 
answer. But why do we agree to 
this particular rise? It is because it 
means that both the parties, ih& man 
and the woman, the hu^and £nd the 
wife, come of a certain uiiderltandlng 
age where a oertatn maturity helps 
them to undewtand the reaponsi^ili- 
ties and the implioatioiu of tli? wed
lock. If that i9 so, you oan do it. I 
hope the Law Ministar will not be 
drawn into this tempting argument 

' that the highef tha ago the gtoater 
the cOfttfol of populitlort W  
be again a 'tfiiflt.

should not do. But, coming back to 
this problem of enforcement, Madam 
Chairman, I agree that the questioid 
is very difficult and very ticklisn, parti
cularly so in Tursl areas. In the 
rural areas, as Mr. Mirdha himself hajli 
pointed out, it is very difficult. In Vre 
cities things don*t remain concealed 
for a long time, but in the villages 
they remain concealed partly because 
of distances and party because o f 
mutual understanding: *Ypu keep
quiet, I keep quiet and let us prooeed’ 
—that liind of an attitude goes on. 
Thereflore, it is possible therf; 
It is not possible, however, in 
a city or on urban tocajiiy. 
Therefore I would aay at this 
stage that when it comes to eifee* 
tive implementation of this kind of a 
legislation not only Government and 
police and magistrates but als> tven 
social service agencies and social wor
kers particularly in the rural areas 
should see to it that this kind o| a 
thing must be put a stop to, that ia 
to say, the violation of this Act. J 
would not have the time to go into the 
question of social and orthodox view# 
and beliefs, and taboo3, prejudices and 
ignorance, wrong informations, illi  ̂
teracy all of which are factors res* 
ponsible for this kind of an uî forw 
tunate situation that we have in this 
country.

But, in conclusion, I would sny ^ a t 
it Is unfortunate also that poverty and 
ignorance are so combined in our 
country that the combination of 
poverty and ignorance is exploited by 
the establishment whcither it is econo
mic establishment, political establish
ment or even» I would say, the edu
cational establishment—I mean those 
who have the privileges, the ones who 
are the haves rather than the have- 
nots, and I would, therefore, say that 
we must produce an atfnosphei'e ta 
see that, by and large, the exploitation 
and explosion of all kinds win stop.

I agree with Kumari Mani- 
ben Fatal, to which glso the Lf^w 
Minister has given his answer, that 
thia partioulai* IsgiiaatlOfi s^pVes to 
cmd yet I agtte witll her aia}of
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poin t-w e must progressively enact 
laws which must be applicable uni- 
lormly to all citizens of this country 
because, we believe in secular demo
cracy. I would^ therefore, say that a 
uniform civil code is a must

Madam, one final word and I have 
done and that is that the whole cub* 
ject needs to be viewed not aierely 
from the angle of population ciintro] 
although that is important but it must 
also be viewed from the point of 
view of creating a responsible parent
hood and creating a responsibliB citi
zenry. And last but not the least im- 
pcMrtant point is the growing climate 
ip which the status o f women is not 
only to be protected but also to be re
spected. It is no use saying 1b it in 
India we have been protecting and 
respecting women for all times. That 
o f course we are having in our scrip
tures etc. It is true and, in a certain 
way, the Indian women according to 
Indian traditions have been respected. 
My point is this that this BiU is an 
attack in a way on the parental domi
nation, particularly, the father’s domi
nation, the male domination, of putt
ing the girl into the marriage market 
as it were without her consent, without 
her knowledge, without her understan
ding etc. I think from that angle 
also I would say that this ^nbject 
needs to be looked at from a larger 
angle. I hope the Law Minister, just 
as he is coming with a comprehensive 
Constitutional Amendmend will come 
—let him take a year or two—with 
a comprehensive legislation for a uni
form civil code so that we can reform 
the Indian citizenry and so that the 
women, particularly those who are 
downtrodden and exploited, can come 
in line and they are respected not just 
as women with sympathy or pity etc. 
but they are respected as persons and 
as human beings. If this is done, I 
am quite sure, this will be a Fignift- 
cant steps in the right direction.

^ I  R. VENKATARAMAN (M^d. 
tai south) 1 Madam Chairman, at the
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outset, I would like to extend my ful
lest support to this measure and the 
amendment which I have proposed and 
accepted by the hon. Minister.

I shall briefly mention one or two 
points in this connection. Firstly, 
there were some doubt raiifd by 
Members here whether this Bill will 
be applicable to all communities. The 
Child Marriage Restraint Act t*pi.lied 
to everybody and the Bill before us is 
an amendment to the Child I^arriage 
(Restraint) Act. In fact Clause (1) 

of the Child Marriage Restraint Act 
runs as follows:

‘It extends to the whole of India 
except Jammu and Kashmir and It 
applies also to all citizens of India* 
without and beyond India.*

Therefore, there should be no 
doubt, no question, whether this Bill 
applies only to Hindus, Muslims, Parsis 
or Zoreshtrians but to everybody iti 
this country so long as they are tJie 
citizens of India. Therefore, I welcome 
this measure^ This is really the first 
step in the Civil Code that we have 
been contemplating. It is a welcome 
measure from that point also.

The second point which I would like 
to mention is this. A number of 
people said that the Sarda Act has 
been a dead letter, that the Child
Marriage Restraint Act has not been
observed fully and that there have 
been more breaches than the obser
vance of this. I am afraid I cannot 
subscribe to this view.

It is true that there is not hundred 
per cent observance of the Child Marri
age Restraint A ct Also it itf true
that the law is not observed com
pletely. Nevertheless, progressively, 
if you look at the whole period of 
thirty to forty years, you will find 
less and less child marriages happen
ing year by year.

In fact, education, social conscience, 
political awakening, social awakeniii^> 
all there »re contributing'step by step
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tdWards raisioi; the age ot marriage. 
Thew is also another factor which 
has contributed to the raising of the 
age of marriage for girls in most of 
thei^ parts of this country where we 
fllnd these dowries—financial pay- 
nients and so on—have got to be made. 
Thig pressure on those who are eco
nomically unable to find money for 
these marriages, is again pushing the 
age of marriage further and further 
up. This cannot also be denied. In 
fact when some people said that this 
Act not served at all, they have seen 
v§irious instances or cases in which 
there has been a violation. I am here 
reminded of a similar argument in
respect of probhibition. Madam Chair
man, Tamilnadu was one of the earlier 
States which had introduced prohibi
tion about which you know, and v I'len- 
eyer there was a breach it would be 
publicised. The observance of the law 
never get publicised. It is only the 
breach of law that gets publicised. 
Then everybody starts saying that
when there is so much violation of 
the law it should be scrapped. That 
way I may say the Indian Penal Code 
should be scrapped because there are 
so many violations of the Indian PiMial 
Code all over the country. If a 
4og bites a man it is no news but if 
a man bites a dog it is certainly a 
news. I welcome this publicity oecause 
it rouses the social consciousness of 
the people to criticise the abuses. I 
do not think this law has been a dead 
letter as has been said by many 
people. On the contrary it has teen 
progressively observed more and
more and legislation will help
because it sets the goal before the 
coimtry. People will progressively 
look to that standard and go on obser
ving that law. Merely because there 
are a few breaches we should not con
demn the law. On the other hand, we 
should exert all our endeavour to 
see to it that the law is observed.

There is no other reason why I 
moved this amendnient about raising 
thji marriage age in respect of women 
to eighteen. Apart from marriage 
being a sacrament, it is also a contract
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and under the Contract Law a person 
gets the right to contract only ĝ 'hen 
he is eighteen. Therefore, the 
marriage of a girl below eighteen 
is done on her behalf by somebody 
else and not done by her. Therefore, 
it is appropiate that the age of marri
age in re^)ect of women should be 
raised to eighteen and it would be In 
the fitness of things that youtig 
man of twenty-one marries. So, I 
strongly support this measure. Though 
it wiU not solve the problem of popu
lation explosion yet it will help to re
duce—to some extent*—the birth rate 
if the higher age is fixed and also 
there will be at least an understanding 
amongst the couple of a pjanned parent^ 
hood and a responsible parent hood 
at that age. At a lesser age there 
may not be that responsible parent
hood. I fully support the Bill.

MR. CHAIRMAN; The time allotted 
for this Bill is over, I have got nearly 
ten more names. It is just not possible 
to accommodate any more members. 
The Minister.

SHRI O. V. ALAGiSAN: My party 
is entitled to some time. The time 
may be extended.

•ft p w  (^15^) :

?rnT
^ I ? r r m  'T t ^  T̂nT | i

wspctt | i

t  TT «rrr n̂riT i

MR. CHAIRMAN: What is the wish 
cf the House? Should the time bo 
extended?

^ M E  HON. MEMBERS: Yes.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Has the Mlnlitk. 
bbjectlon?
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THE MINISTER OF LAW, JUSTICE 
AMD COMPANY ASTAUIS (6HRI 
SHANTi BHUSHAN): I have na o k J«c -
tinn

«ft ^  (i>nr?T) : w n fg
*T8tw,
% f r o  w srf Iwr ^ v f f fv  *15 «i5?r <r»BT

I itftR JWHTII ^  192» ir  
HTTST iwT
^Nr %• Hff piT ^  HTPwf %
^  ftr irnr wV ^
^  ^  ^  ir irrft ^  t  « ?ft

«TT f t  «T
siillf ^  m  I i949Sri?«rirtT 

9T*ftV ^  'dfl
15 IH 1TW vt

18 'TT ^ Wt
21 I ^5^ W*y>I f t ’TT

Wfftr |IT % ^mfiRT
^ I ^1*n ir ftRsrr ‘t h

^ ^ ^  Tift t  1 8 ^ ^  TO
I t VR f ^  ^

3|T HHHiPT 4><.»»i  ̂ Wt ?T5^

3rT=n’ fr I ^  ^  ift tft 9T?r ?rN%

t  f% sr?T % ̂ !̂ mT ^  4 ^ f
7|it I ^  Rfr 11 *r̂ r n't

Tft t  «rk %?PH WT Ti|t I  I n?
5t^ I f% IficT ir ^  fRrr?r I i 
^  ^<r JTff ^|ir I I
3fr ^  r<jt  ̂5T̂ ^  11 ^v^ft-
i i t s F T ^ t '  ^narn: I  f t  ^
J r f3 R | e ^ ;  ^  ^ «w 3 ^

I % ft?  JTR" JT? I  f t  wi%
?>*?? ifr ^  w*®r
^  t  I ?«W t W K^  ^  ft
ait W!fT qra ft«t
f w T  ^  mt, ^  W flw  I

f|5r ^  *T̂ H5 il|5T I, «>nn^
»if»ft «ftr ^  ^

% Wt
wtr ^  % j»f  ̂ im t
^nm%¥twfw?WV i if ^rwir
& >̂i>IT f t  5*fT7T ^  |tiwt ^  vO ^epi 
I  ^  nf ^  iTPft %f(Ji w 1 r
^  ftwPTT f t  %s % w t -#It

^  ^nsfTT  %  i f t  j|?€ te f»jf? r

t  ?fWif ^  ftftp i ft>TT w
W«P?TT t  I

^ IT R ' *T5ft  ^  ^  « f\ r  ^  ’̂ Tf^TT 

f , ^  *TR*i)<<l <nTar̂ ft ft̂ lJT % TfT «IT 
f t  ?iT^ WT Tft^f^tPT »ft ^ n f^  I 
v n r  T ft i= |5nr ^  tft 5ft  ^  ^

JI? at t̂̂ TT f t  *fTT *r M^JId ir
VTT

i  m ft  ¥ sm  ^  qm  f t  fT fs r im
I  wtr ^ 1 8  frrar ^itr ^
21 ^  TO % »T^ m ft ^  !?>
I I  »T̂ nRi ir ?JTî  »rt?ft % ?t*W5sp: ^
?ft  ̂ f , WTVR %*tw ^
^  3r r u r  5  • ^  fe®rr

’jfhc q^PRT ^  3r?*r ^
^  ^  I  ^  a r ?  % ?TTft t fr  f  #  

?̂T5f:rft I  I *T»IX STR ?TT?t 5ft 
l̂*it clt ^t V̂lflRTPft ^1

JTljt I ^  T̂t’̂  ^  ’T̂TT
^rrinn f t  115 ift ftw r t t  tr ft^  % 1
^  fW ^  Jrtftf fit ipTRt ? ? T ^  !||(lf 
w n M t.ftw a R ^ ^  i938t?T T ?:?n »^  
•n w  H IT  «JT, « f t? i  i r a r  f * r r  *ir,

f t^ W T  <̂ T, W iR T  *11^ J W f

ift ?qKr m i .  ^  ’mmr 1

#  »? » t  w K  w^VTK k  ^  

T g » n  f t  «T5 1|!T  « r ^ «T  T1?R  ^  t  

< ft r  g f t t t R « n » f i f t i i C T i ^ i f t

i f t  ^  i k  f w i f  ^ sm ji 4 %  f t

^  avR rr 1
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SHBI K. MAYATHEVAR (Dindigul): 
i  rise to support this Bill, in a limited 
siMise. Many hon. Members correctly 
3^d that the object of the Bill was 
birth control. One of the great lea- 
d̂ erŝ  Raja Ram ' Mohan Roy also 
alressed some of the points in the 
Bill. Some persons say that Sarada 
Act failed for various reasons, such 
as economic, social circumstances, 
ftaihire to educate the people, various 
rffrligions and communities and vari
ous languages in different parts of 
the country. I ask the hon. Law Min- 
i$ter why he should be miserly in 
iuung the age; why cannot he arise 
the age for males from 21 to 25 and 
fbr females from 18 to 21?
I fuggest that he should raise the age- 
limit. At 21 people are allowed to 
exercise their franchise. The Malthu
sian theory is that population increase 
in geometrical progession while food 
production increases in airthmetical 
progression; that is to say in the long 
run people will not get jobs, food or 
shelter. On the other hand Cannon's 
principle is that every person bom in 
this world is ’not endowed with a belly 
only; he has two hands and two legs 
so that he can walk, work and earn and 
lî ve. What is the theory of the Jana
ta Government and the Law Mmister? 
He is one of the leading lawyers !n the 
Sapreme Court. 1 know he is a sound 
man. What is his theory? It is not 
reflected in this Bill. I suggest that 
the pgelimit should be raised for mnles 
to 25 or even 30. There is no use 
in having a law only on birth control. 
We must educate people. More and 
more money liiould be allocatid to the 
education department, to social wel
fare measures connected with this as
pect.

I request the hon. Minister to 
grant more and more money to Mr. 
Raj l^arain, who is holding the Health 
portfolio, wfiiTtk which we are dealing 
now aiMi about which we are talking 
so much and commenting so much. I 
would like to say—of course, subject 

* to corrvotian—that after youtr Qpvetn- 
ment came into power at the Cen
tre. the birth rate is increasing or it '

nas increased subject to correction, 
once again. I say that. If my com
ment is correct, what are the reasons 
for the increase in birth rate attei 
your Government came into power at 
the Centre? You find out the rtiisond 
and plug those loopholes. If you are 
lethargic about controlling the lastly 
increasing birth rate, it will V e dan
gerous to the country and to the 
people of India. You must take 4 very 
serious note of this and cut down and 
stop the further increase of human 
population.

Some other hon. Members sugges
ted a very good point. I suggest to 
the hon. Minister to introduce certain 
compulsory lessons starting from high 
schools about late marriage and its 
benefits and this should be taught in 
all high schools and colleges. You can 
have one or two lessons and the boys 
and girls will be very happy to post
pone their marriage. Psychologically 
it will have very good result and will 
have its consequences on the part of 
the educated society in the long run. 
This was suggested not only by us, 
but by our forefathers, great econo
mists, theoreticians and revolutionary 
leaders in the past.

So far as our country is concerned, 
our Indian couple, when asked as to 
whether they prefer a car or a child, 
very unfortunately would prefer a 
child because even now, rightly or 
wrongly, wisely or not, they Ihiak that 
children are very good wealth. But 
in Western countries, people prelee 
car to a child. Now ouf couple may 
prefer car also; but they do not sveid 
child. Of course, they must prefer 
child, but not so many children.

I suggest finally to the hon. Law 
Minister to bring forward legislation 
to make birth-control compulsory. If 
any Government employee is having 
more than thfee children, sueh per- 
sons should not be given any incre
ment. It Is true that we cawiot 
Chance the etttige world by law akMie; 
on the other hand it is also true that 
we cannot change the people without 
law. If there is no pMee, nobody wttl
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fear to commit theft. Because the 
court is there, everybody nbides by 
the law. The Central and State Gov
ernments are there to ensure that 
people conduct themselves within the 
provisions of law, within the four 
walls or comers of law. Therefore, 
law is also essential to rectify, correct 
and reform the people. Of course law 
alone is not sufficient, the mental at
titude of the people should also be 
changed. Therefore, I request the hon. 
Law Minister to introduce compul
sory lessons in all high schools and 
colleges regarding birth control and 
the benefits of birth control. It will 
^ive very good result.

Before I conclude my speech, I 
would like to say one sentence about 
compulsory registration of marrii».^es. 
As a Lawyer who has been practising 
till the recent past, the Law Minister 
knows law very well I say this. Hon. 
Members correctly suggested that 
marriages, irrespective of religion, 
whether they belong to Mohammedan 
community or Christianity or Hinduism 
irrespective of caste, community and 
religion, all types of marriages should 
be compulsorily registered. Then only 
the poor ladies in the villages will get 
some relief. At present, when they 
are deserted by some male members 
who are anti-social elements, these 
ladies are unable to get maintenance 
because it is difficult to establish the 
marriage according to the provisions of 
law. So, I suggest that all marriages 
conducted in any form, should in ad
dition be compulsorily registered. If 
these suggestions are implemented, 
there may be some reform in Indian 
wciety.

With these words, I support the 
Bill.

in m fir  %
1TW ^  frslT WTT ^  apHTTT 

,i|i,.5rpiT *prr ,?ft fnfNv ^  
sflj ^  ^  5t*rr, ^  ^
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HiPwi f t  I 21 iftr
18, art 

w  It W  ^ i
I  I JR&'

Tflr 1 1  anifTT Ji ^  C m  ^ » 
t  ft* ^ 1 ^

% ift if SRT
»n» J15 ITT fe^rrr»fhr t  ►

«TR^ vr ^

I  I

^  v m w i T  wT?r ^
^ ftr ?TPft ^[TRt MRf«4?1l ^

I *fPFft̂ T »n#t 3ft f f#
ftr if fnrft itft
JTf | ft> ftrr ?rt»rt

^  t  ?ft ^  
^1%' f  I «cWi *?5T ft% V <fT5 
if ^  llPft «FT t  ^  I  I JIi5 
ift ftW*IPT I  ^
Jf 5®  Ht»T ^ Pp ttciTi i|>t
?rrft T^ipwrr ^  v  ’f f  i t  flft w
% i f i  <rftRT ^rp} i At  C?fT I
?ft 3ft i T R i^  ir fttPrt

t  iftr I  vr|
*rt% % *m*r*r Ir jtt ^

?n^iT ^  % *TrPT»T %3w?RfiRi?rr

|(tVT ^  *nft
ft*rr I fiwrrtf en it fiR  ir Tfr jj 
^ ftr«rn w rf 1

wlfiw « t̂ 18 ?>ft '« n %   ̂ I
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«r«r ^  ^  ^
11

%ftw «nrc irrr ^  n w n r
?rt i (n  ^  'WT fti> ^  "R 

«?T ^  ^  TP nw  W IT  t
>i>t ?n^t *rf 1 6 ^
JIT 1 5 ^  ^

vi I R̂5ft ^  ift !̂T >raT 5T?% 
^  ift IR »WT I tr ^  ^

^ I ^ W1%
f  fft I  f r  fTRT ?ih:

^
^  ?fk-5f>w?iT5r 

F̂lflf sflff I <ft 5KT̂  <TO
iiTsr w r 7»TRT t  ^  ?n^

«rPRT ^  «rnr wt | ?At 
flO^‘ ^  ^  ^  ?

 ̂ 9 0  5 % » R T  %  s m r r  5Tt»T 
irftiftm t  I 3ft 5P^ ^  fT?:?r ^ ^  
^  ift *n^*T ?t?n ^«iK(
W  JWT ^ I 5ft ^  ?rT T̂TT ^
^in% qr ir « r m  ^  ^
?w  *1̂  srnr 'i^  «'»>tii I 'Ti  ̂"T^-
q?f1r *TTom it in w\t 3ft
UTT % «Tw ft  %fiFT 3i5?r «rt t»n# <tt

jprm >Pt TT’Tr ’'n f^  fv  Pm 
% ^  * n ^  ftp «n5^ s r fw  

g f  i f h : w ^  
jq r*  I ?nft w  ^
i|t fRi?ft ^ t ^  ?FWif «T  ̂ T̂PT%

if ?rR»RT; 3ft sji ?t> t | ^  sn?r Tt
»TR?f ^  sm  ««iM  ?ft5ft
>!nf^ t  ^
l*n t iffyihrw % t  ’tt 
?WPT I  «nr ^ ?n ^  ir 3rr?r
I  ftwJr nrfev ■̂ ‘W'ffH 5t?ft ^ «ftT 
^  ?|3r irflnp *n?rr^ fiwr f̂MT | ? 
U»T w)ir 3tm^ t  f r  ^  <rw < ^  
«n rw  t  l i ^  «9  stfifw

w r f e i t  ft ? ft  t  T T  

5 t m  t  I 5T> w  
^  ^  >̂ni>t ^  I  I ^
3f t  W W  f  3W  ?R> ^fTT IJW W ^
•iljt ^X5f ?w cR> *rTT 3ft^[5r^ n*nw 
*1^ i>T f  I

?[?!% ^  ^  ?fi*ff r̂
ftiTT*r? r I  3 ft 1 8 - 2 1  %  9 m r  

«ftr 3 i n ^  tsht ^rr^ f  i ^  
^  v t  3ft ?> ^  J T ^  m f  i?
i??r «ftr <ft ?ft t  
’ flawH wn sfto (To <TRr ftar sr^ft
^  I ^ t o  ^ o  <TRr ¥  3Ti!r ^

TT s m m  <T*^ I  q k
'5 ^ ti ^ t  '*^int ^  Pf> T 7^ <191
srfevTTt aR?r % grc f ^ » r  %

^  I ?n3r 1 8  OT5T
TT 5 rm  ^  TRT ^  %?rr I  *ftT 20 
Î'Rf ^  «n^ if ^  «Tir<^ir<% ^ ~

«TT 3TRft I  I ^  ?mni 5̂TI% if
WBT*T 3fTWr ^ I UW 2 1 ^ ^  ?n^
%■ «i> T t^  » t*l" Ill 'll  ^  ’ TT^’ T n r t  ^  * r r r  
sfyrnfac*! ^  1 irfe grcj
s ft » f k  31TRT ?rt F m r f W
tmrii sn r f ^ r ^  1 u r i r  afr
f i n ^  ¥ t  *rft?Ti€t xftK 5 r * ^ - » T f v  #  
x n v f t f i r  t  « f t r  f ®  5T s r n m
^  *lt^n ^qni 3 f^  '̂ l>idl t  •

^^«rr?ff t,
^  (*i¥«ldl ^ I

T*r T»r It Rr  
f«nTT ?*T fiW5Rn t  II

i n ?  »ft
5 ft3 R T ^  qft < n « R n f f  T t  

?TT*i% ^ fH T  '*nf^<? < ftr  2 1 ^ ^
T> f*nft ^?HT =!nf^ »
Hf? 5JTT: SRWW V f?n?
^ f t r ^ W  ^»T 15T5IT ^3 Tt^ t , ?^«r
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[«f^ W T

’T o t  trar^ ^i^fr I  ?r> 
if PTif̂ T̂ r ^  m  jt^tw ^  
x m ^  *f»rr ir m  i

SHKt O. V. ALAGESAN (Arko- 
jiam): Madam Chalnnan, I thank
you for this extended opportunity lor 
discussion of this Bill. I heartily 
welcome thte measure. I «m happy 
to do So because we may' have to 
oppose many things that the Govern
ment may place before us later on 
during this Session.

I shall give certain examples from 
the epic which may seem to go 
against what is being done at present. 
I may tell the House that when Sri 
Rama and Sri Sita were married, Sri 
Bama was only 16 and Sri Sita was 
12. When sage Vishvamitra was 
asking Emperor Dasharatha to send 
his eldest son, Shri Rama, with him. 
Dasharatha exclaimed:

^  vflivi .

“My son is less than 10 years. 
Tau want to take him away from 
me?” So. that was tba aga at which 
Sri Rama married. There is a famous 
Tamil epic called Silappathikaram 
written by a saint called Ilango 
Adigal. It has been translated into 
English as Lay of the Anklet. There, 
the hero was Kovalan and heroine 
was Kaanagi. Whao Kovalan and 
Kannagi married, Kovalan WM only
16 years and Kannagi was 12 years.

SHBI R. VENKATARAMAN 
(Madras South): That is why he
took to a lurostitute.

SHRI O. V. ALAGCSAN: But he
was only 16. Leave the epic times 
•nd coma to our awn iimm. The 
Father of the NaUon Mahatma Gandhi 
was only 13 and Kasturba (3andhi was 
d i^ t ly  less than IS, wlim both of 
tbam narriad. But wa hava traveled 
8 long way since not only those epic 
(faiys, but evtn the eitly eUlhtias of 
tte 19th cantwy ivkaft MriMtBia 
Gandhi married and the preaant times,

late seventiaf of the 20th caQtury. 
We have travelled not only since tiian, 
but since tile days when fihri Hatbilas 
Sharda introduced th« first Bitt on 
this matter in this House and ha had 
to figbt a long battle because at that 
time social opinion was very nuch 
against faii6. Tha Hindu soctet|y«ras 
steeped in the old ways and in ortho
dox practices and rites and rituals. 
So, almost the entire country opposed 
him.

17.M hta.

Now, as I remarked earlier, the 
grand son of Shri Harbilas S i a ^  is 
a sitting Member of this House, I 
don’t And him here now. He should 
b«e happy that the principles for Widch 
his grand-father fought so brav»ly, 
have not only been upheld but are 
being extended. I know the treatment 
given to Shri Harbilas Sharda at that 
time in Tamil Nadu. Many people 
there thought that he was a women, 
because Sharda is a woman’s name. 
They were heaping abuses on Shri 
Harbilas Sharda, thinking that he was 
a woman. That wajj the condition in 
those day .̂

Now, as my friend Shri Venkatara- 
man pointed out, not only the «om> 
pulsion of p<9 olation is there, b«t the 
Indian society as a whole has advanc
ed. The thinking in the Indian society 
to-day is in tune with the prtalci^es 
of the bill batore tha Housa. The 
social practices and the social ))eeds 
have changed over these years. But 
the most Important reason that Has 
been citad in the Statement of Ob
jects and Reasons of the Bill, is cer
tain^ the reason which ^ould be 
the prim* ^ound on which wc have 
to enact this measure.

I shall Quote an instance. I was 
bom in 1911. India at that dme 
included areas of the prflsant Prtditan 
and tha prasant Baogladatrtk. !Rxe 
population of the entire Indian area 
then was oiriy 25 crores. We attaUed 
indapcManee la 1M7; an<l tha prawnt 
FMiMaQ «nd tlie H P m t BangMfltb 
were excluded. Bven with th« ex



345 CJhild Marriaot PHALGUNA 2, 18M (SAKA)

elusion af this targe sree, the popula
tion at the time India became in
dependent, i.e., the population of 
India alone, wa* 35 croreB. What 
is it now? It if almost 62 orores. It 
means that on an India of 35 crores, 
an India of 25 crores—it was the figure 
nt the time of my birth—has been 
cupeT'^impoBed. This ihowa the 
staggering magnitude of the {problem 
of population control in this coimtry. 
That is the compulsion which make.  ̂
the emcting of tiiis measure very 
necessary.

As far as family planning education 
goes, on which my friend Shri Mava- 
lankar lays stress, this education — 
whether through schools or books and 
other literature— will be necessary 
even for couplet who JMxty at the 
age of 21 and 18 respectively, go that 
they are made to know the conse
quences of what they will be doing 
as married couples.

Another and a more extreme point 
of view was expresied by Shri Maya- 
thevar and others^ viz., that the age 
should be increased to 35 or 25 for 
hoys and 21 for girts. This sort of 
increasing the age does not quite 
accord with the Indian conditions. We 
are so placed in India that when a 
man reaches his retirement age» all 
his children should be settled in life.
I know of cases where retired people 
have school-going children. They find 
it difficult to find the wherewithal to 
settle them in life. An increase over 
and above this will not do; and the 
present Bill is doing just the thing 
that will go well with our people; and 
that will be welcon^ed by our people. 
With these words. Madam Chairman,
I welcome this measure.

flfPT ifr ^
ftp 9^ TT

I  I
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vppT ^  f*T ^

^  T̂n̂ »rr, ^  ^  t  »
^  VT*TT «rgcT HTSVTV

I I ^  5TRff sr
^  $ I ^  ^  »rrT

1 1  efw m r,
(TfiFpnv,

^  1 1  
T(3rwR Jr

^f»rr 11
^  arm t
^ ^  if 3rr>jf̂  ^<tr

t ,  ^  ^

spMR 5 ^  I  I ftnrrf 
% w r  yr»r T<?r ^Ir i  w r  5rrrfir*Tr 
^<T t  JT^nr ^  JTRff Jr 
?rf«R> % ^  ’ffKK '̂Pdr
I  IT? Tm tlr fiRmPT 
«r?T W?TT TT I

^  f5T ^  t  aft w m  Jtr
if inmwr j  ^  ^  i w r

^  I v*T ^  ^
*rifi f'T ^  I *r»ft 

<ft nrst t  f  ft? m^r ^
;p»T ^  t  ^  wnr
irm v v m  ^  sfra" ^  ^ ftr ^  ftw r
% iTTBm t  Sr ^  n m r  
4t!T I ?nTT WVR *ifir
fwfrr ^  fn n m t

5r irn ^  I

r̂*rnr t  ^  | ^  <rr
sifflvtr ^ n̂wfr 1 ijm(0 iw nr if  
^  ^  ^  a n fW  t  aft ^
Pr^ff 5 *(®®T *TPTTT
i tn  W T t t  I t

arrtprT ^  1̂*fT i vnr
it (;% gw ff «iflr irrfirirr nft arRfr̂
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3̂?rrf7;<ir i ^  atsf
5Tf^  ^  w fn rr ^  irnfr |

^ sfyfrft *17 f  I ^ftr
^ ♦ r  nrO'^i ^ ^  <rrT ^
% cssff TT eft ^  tlT^n ^  qTrTT ^
^TTT ^THT W|%it ^  ^  i f t  ITTTT T T T T  
I  I ITTT W 5TTF ^  ^  ^

>̂7% ^  f ir e w  ?rn  ̂ ^ i Jf
frrar r̂r̂ rr 5 ftr <f«RT irnr i s

% *RT ^  ^  «Tftm r
■jnfH ^rnni’ i
w r  5r ^  Jf  ^  t  'ift 1 8

ÎTH % ^  ^ tfVr ^  VT5TT
^ vrfVT %IT̂  5 I

•gpfPFt *n r ^  ^  v f i w R  fir^rr^ %  f?r<? 
IRTTT froiT"? Hirrii, If Wfq’ qT?fT 
ÛT?TT f  I

TTSlft a  WT7 ^  JTm

t  TT3*ff ^  % 5j fy g n id
% , fr%!rf ^  P f  t  XT-T^ JT ft ^ rPJ5  ^ T t j  
^  ^  'TT W f 9T ?T»mt I ?W%
^  JT? 5 T ^  I  ft? ^  5Jjof)f ^  J T ^  

?T *riU4> ^  I HT<T ^  ffW ITiJ 
i f t  ^ | H  3 R F ft I  f%

% flmf H lit I Wt «n :t  ^
5r4TWI ?r 51TPCT I f̂t’lfif ^

^ T T p r t  sra rf f^ R ft
%  ^rm  5T 5*t 1 « « ! T  v n r%  v t  ^  
% f t  5ft ^  «if?i w c jt h t r : 
4m «iTi?»ft f f t r  # m  ?ft it?

1 1 ^  <.TWI f*T?T '^iH«iJ I >Tf 
^  ^  I fT O F ft  ^RSITR
%  « 1 W  3ft > n ^  31% ^5TVt ^  ? n ? P R  %

^  4 K ^ iI <t V W J < f  % ^  asT
•'M fR i I 5ii t̂ ^ 4 T < ( f r n i f  % v * r m  i
^ rr  fsw5?r | f r  wrr w

?ft ^  flrrtrift r̂nr vrr jt̂  
^  «p*OT ^  «ftr ^t»ff ^  ^
?̂rnt I ^  ?ft«rft <n: ?|jf <r<ft r̂rst 

wiw irr f^?Nr w nr T cr itt’T''
1

«it 5<w f  f  ^rrw^jr «rrw (*r^ < ft):
?T?% ^  21 WRT ^  ftTi? «T5
fir jJTfj Wf<rr n̂ rr ^ i ?*r% «ftw er*̂
wt t  I ^  fCPTT ôrY^nr wr
5r 25 ^|- T<fTr "Tf^r m  i
ftr«Tr snfcrT % srrar ^  drfnr ^rcrr 
^T I %PR ftrff vr JT̂ t fim  

T?f I  fViH #«ft aft ^  ^
?nw 5T|f «rnrr g i t  fir

3TJT ’rfWT w  Tl^ I  ^  tjsir TT ̂
?TTT̂  Vt WT̂ WfiT̂ rr f  ?*T ^  vt
vOTm ^  T?i’ I (T  ̂ ^  ^  in w  
^|f Tm  ^ 1  1 ^  ?TT ?T?^ vt TO-
iTfT % fsFrT̂  »̂T if ^  ft  
^I?»i ? ilTrT itft WW if 5T  ̂ »IT 
T|t t  I W5ft f  jnrr tt  ^
=T>T I ^'rf eft 5T|t I,
??KkT ffRT ^  tftsT JfBir ^?t ^

I :ft tnp wl fr»T ^  Pft> 
3T5% îT 5> artgir, Jrft ?TflTiT Jr
wr.TT I ff, ?TTf?r | «ftr *r?
JTj5 f% w«n: 3riT «̂!n t «t ^
?ft tf>TTW v f f ,  KfkJT^
?fN? »To THT ITTtfT ^ffirr ^ “^f%  
STTl” fiPTW % «JG5 6 TT f%-JT % f% 
^  *rwt *[TT«ft7:^«ftT*Tl ^  ^
^  % *rnr r̂f̂ Tf f^ r̂ w ^ d -

^  T̂T irftT fT f  TR
fJTift »r»itOTfT ?T ^  w% r r ^  9xvrr 
^  «ftr It ^ ^ * 9  ffirjT ^  I
wflt-r ^  jft̂ T vr 
^rwi f  I t  ft? ^  fnwT ?  fw€ 
% W^^lO VT, ^tiO cT^V

JT ^  'TipT̂  t  TtCT, CTfl lite*r
wifir f̂ <T?r «f»ff vr j r ^ t  ift 1
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ffh: j T d  ar-B w$rsr^ ^  ftrerr f ,
^  5T̂ f ^  I
^I'Ti^or ift ^  ^  % w w n : irrnrr 
< T J ^  I W * n  f * T  t  ft? 5Tf>f %  

^  sTfPw ^  ^  5ft 
f f w  v | f  jt? ft  I  ? 
wf^iT V'T^ JTf, wnr r̂,

%  I ? f 4  3ft ?Tl^
5ft<r t  I ^vt ?r? ? .̂T: sFt qTfJT-
fT<firT vr ^TR I, îrr ?r<Tnr % 
5ff ^f’T f̂t *TW^ % fir^ w fn: ^ ?

■ ar̂r wrft frr | *tr̂  
fjTaf 5ft̂ T̂$r«rrftfr?*T5Ttnf̂ ff 
?T«Tnr ?r I  «rrr r»rar ^rr^

wtfr # 5fr cŝ 'f ^  ?nforr
?ttft f f̂R?t  ̂ ^

spr vtf q̂riT t ? 
•̂TT ?n:̂ n: ?ft «̂̂ t
% ?rr<T «ft fsp <̂T Jf 
srrft ft»ft ̂ ft ̂ <7 Jr ̂  ̂  f̂ r 3rr$»rr i

^ iT5 ift I f% !T̂n: im Jr
5ft PfiT ?TPT % ftnrr̂B

^ft •'?> ?»r<̂T'!ft *r % %?T(tr, ^
^  I 3T̂  rr̂  ^TRfftr̂ ; ijsjijfir
^tr: 5T|r 5t«ft, 3r̂-*TRff ĵtk ^  
ft»rr îr f5 t̂̂n i ?rnT iTfTrm
’ft̂TJT rs ?r # WJT ^̂ciTf JTt̂  cT-f W\ 
r̂-T̂w ?fr T̂Wif̂«p eft ̂  

?rJTT3r  ̂^̂rspt ?T5flf Tt,
t̂ <»i f 

5TR ^  Jim w w r T̂ T ft?
%*SNi5, Pd̂ <>'<Tnr ViTtVTR
r̂rsfr̂R ^r Tfr, #ftr̂  «n??ff 

Jf i «r»n: ??wt
^?TT
’̂ «IT ?W rftnf ir T̂iTTir % 51% 

, fTT 'Jt1«iT24<:<̂  | fH  ^  
f̂t I

5T?T WPT IT? I  f V  r ^ ^ g r iCt 
tm s T T  m .  ^  eft ^ m r r f ^  s ft  

f t w t ^  3 ft ^  f ^ « r r  I  f t r  ir  <»? 
^  ^t 5®T ft? »ra ^  WT *FTt»f.

% 4(1̂  Qtdldî Ur 
^  %  W Tf ^  eft ^  ^ o  1^0 %  ^

?fto r»o ^  ^ [® t f ^  w t

eft s ffp  f t :  t^JTo iTo %  wr? «icng»ir, 
t ^ o  t^o %  ^ T T  ^[OT 5Tt ’T®^ 

4 t%  ^  ^  ft? » m t  5mr f f t f  f s r e k v  
:n | t f t r < r r i  e f t t ^ o  i^o w ^ ^ « r r a r r  

arHeTT | ftr W T ftm f I
^rra' f j r w f t ‘€rra'<T ^  i 3 « r w  f w r  

%  «rrer <ft ?r? ^ T f v r  m  *rn ? € t %
"ETW W>5 yV9T 5 ft  ̂ r̂t̂ W*T W

fre tn r  ^  | i 5ft ftasr ^
U T T  f ^ r i R l f t  ^  ^  VW ^F ? ftfB"

^t «Tl<i 1 3 ^  * f  fsrerr »n in  
f t  I ,  sptf ftre rr ^  ^  i m K  
?ITT P » r ^ ? r r ^  ^ f t s ^  ^  ^  
?̂7?TT -n%^ ft> ?nR 25 ^  r̂ ^  ^  

^  T t §  5TSVr ^Tpft ^  >3^ 
q H r t t  5T^ ? R T  ^  5 T p ^ f
3 l r f t  ? n ^  s p ^  efr ^  « T ^ 0

f r r ^ ,  5 R  f ®  f t  ^RfeTT |  I 

25 3T^ ftf
! f t T  r < y R  ?PflT %  <jft 

I , 21 f̂ iTd̂ FTT ^  ^
» ft , iT?r ^  ^  e n ft ?TT ?T«F^ f  

3T? ^ 3 ^  25 ^  ^  ^  5rr% I

ir ^\^ ^  w  I  ft;
^ r » H ^ « il< t y T ^  2 5 C ’C ? r % 3 q K T  
3̂ 3T if fff'TT 3TT̂  I 25 TO 3qKI

I  I

^ ♦ ii^ ^ ft ft^
^  ^  ?t a r f v ^ T T  » f t  « I f  1 1  
aqfir-iTR ?ftT  ^ M te «F R  ?> | ^ft ft>
? M  ^  1 1  % ftS T  < > ft  i f  WR  f w t  

^  *nTf? VT5TT »?t 5ft aiffRTT ^
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(«* ff»T ^HTW *«T%W]

fw w  HUT era*-?tifvvlr ^  v i r  
^  9rr  ̂ ^

TWT5 Ŝ ff VTSft ><111̂  ̂ ?rfT?T w w m  
^  ^  ^>»nr qr T 'm r ^nf^ i

^  w r  ftsm t»T% imfl^r «i;y ?»<
ftwT v n fN  ^  f*<f f*niT

I *n*T srA % flw ^  Kit tWt anit f

f tw fftw  ^  v m r  ilW T ^
W ’H’w  >1̂  «w!iT ?r »it fft |w ̂
« w  fw r fiR r  ?r 4 t  inn’ r ? n ^  
’« ^ t i

W<|, WTO IlK l>1lf Wit
( ^  irtfii ^i^nsr) : KHTq%
q ft w i ,  w ^Tnm m  I  f»F ?w
^  4dni Krtt 9W T
% f t m  11 ^  «i?r ^  «rt w|?r 
OTsrai I  art ^  ^
5$, ?rv i t
*1̂  Tp, *kl̂ >«i Vr6t n*<ii ^  *niT, fiiw ^ 
iiPT? vri4)W<bdi lift «(V I iw  av w  
^  ir tr^ m m f^  ŝtf̂
^  ^  «M^Wt TT nt « w  
t '

dhn «rt imiNnT 5ft ^ rm  iftx (ftm 
TT ftWT, S^nr % TW TT31T 
IPT ^  ^  % 5ft»T <ftT *I^KT
irtrft »ft ^  >PT?t ^ ^
% ^  5TT »ift ^  ^̂ >*ii, firo w ftii 
<isr4tfay  It ^  «%»tt %f«»r5T 
«wlr «fe«ff ^
«PT ?>n, d m  t  *n^mr g  i

w  it 3ft fg?r €1^ 3ITW 
M  »Rt t .  '95f% ftrJr #  tHTtirrfr f  i

t  «if n m  «ift « 5«r *wr ^

5 W ^  fip ^  WTf
fw «iU i?»ft wrf̂ , m 5» ifmf

ŵvt w  <fT?!TT I w
911V if *1  ̂?ft *1̂ flu'll (V

*(WWW Vt 5^ WfTCT flSpt 
f̂ fWt I ^  «rr «TT?i?t I w t 9t 
*Rft I—qv t  «ftr t"ir <<gq1«n «flr
5Td%f «fV I ?ft sirftiff ^  ^
12 W ̂  WW if HTT «TT %rt 
29 ̂  ?f wiji T»7 if. jwT*rr I ?ft 
*lg  ̂ 'RTPfT ^  ^T% *ft Wt^T
I *fk ^  if ^  ’ffr
JTt̂  I I J|̂ 5ft 4 I «lh: ft
W?TH k. < IT̂ Wm 5ft |t
^  % f v  3r?ft «rtft gx; if fin n f

fTT ^  ^ TT% ̂
*r #tsrr r̂raro Pp?i% 
ft»ft, *Tnr 11

3W *f% >T̂  f9 f̂ rt̂  ffr 
^  ?nnT f%*s ^  3rT5T vt

I 5® HH'-fta w?ff*T f̂tr *RT<nf$ 
?t fiT *iT avc f>Pin ftp
r<i5«v <l>t if vraw
^  «(A- wm ^  WrfTT »tf̂ ? «|5T «PTlil' 
^  «>T I <niT JTW % f®  XW
^  ^ Pp fs d s v  ^
ftrft 'JĤ WT ^  ^  Tt»f̂   ̂t, rft fft
5^ iT?r % ^  11 ^  ^ftr
% arr» if 11̂ ^  ^  wsArrer ftUT 
 ̂ftr <TT̂ 5^ ?TPK ?HTHft  ̂

ft? 3Rm qrif ift t̂cictt 3pmm ^  
^  ^  TtT̂ if ftww ^  TT5ft I, 

WRT?PFRft*T ft̂ rfir, ♦̂1'̂ 'tfi, ^ 
VÎ .In '4T>lWWI- (̂  ̂ ^  *PT H>|4
^  ^  if jjTTT 5<n, 3r?h <nrff 
^ ^ffw  ftWT I «n€f ^

fiRtH ftrar ftf »T5jsr tfn.

Rutraint
(Arndt.) Bill
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^  ^ irtr % ^n«r 
«FT anifiT  ^  T̂O?rr 11
wWt ^  ft'IT ftRT V tf
f>T^ *TTf TT tr ^rar iftr

•rowsft nr̂  3n^,
3Rm f w  ftftg-
11 aft ^  »ft ^  f t  ^  i T ^

f̂t ti*itf VX VT^ I
* 1 ^  TT ?TT TTHT

I ^  ’>ft Vnr H><HI t̂*TT, ^  VT^
^  fl^nr ijt^ , v fffv

«Tra> 5TT ftlTT
art f r  VT^WV ^ I

amrem nrr ? crt ? ? t fram
^ ftp '»tî > *T ^  <iin f%

f̂tnt ^ rrft%
I, rnfr 5̂ t iRftftm

^Hb Tt̂ PT an" I f̂>T W4i»i
Vf̂  «itT *RT I  f r  3R
«nT̂ r ?̂ TlftJr fm , rft MlHt-̂ dM ^  

^  ST?:, anflVii
30 « P ^  «ft, an m w
Jt ?T ^  ^  «<̂ l6lM ^
5pmwT % ?TraT f f e  ^  Tft I,
^  ^  <nr?T^ ^  anmsm

I  f% ?rrf«n; m  ?mnf5w ^mwmt ^
«»iie(i»i ft^nTT ft̂ TT ^ I >»i'i«<9*ll
^  ^  ^  T t ^  % ^  tfft

t  ’P’ T I, Wk t  ^  
an <»r I aNrr f<P % irf'Rim’ir
^ t. WTVR Tn ftwr Jr

M«rHVn<4 I  I

W W  % î̂ T t  ^  ^  ^
5T5i?rT ̂ nif WRTT Jf <nt ?w ^

3*nTT ^  ^ I %1v«T

art anmr % w n m w  Jf gtr 
t* '̂»w>t ^VRT ?ft vAw  % irro*T-VTW

^  f f  ?Wt I «nR ?«T W  ^
â mrr ^  ^  ftr I, ?ft
aRm «n€f «TT #% sm r arr ? i w  t  ?
5To ^ ^  ^  f ®  ftH
farar% TR»>T ?5T ^  9jWRT f t  I
?ftT «nn: 9JWtw f t  »rf, cfr ^  anrar
'n€f WT I ’ 1̂
f5Tii% W ^  ^  if ^  fa R ^

'fl'ini ’n€f % vii^H-?Fra' r̂ f t ^  
?ntT ^t’l ^  wRiRitrr <1%, 

^  3TRT ^ I

f 9  trPT^ ^ q f vft ^  fv  
fwftr ¥ i fwT, ?ft?Rr «ftr

a^KT ^  ^ r f^  I
% T ftr ^  »ft I,

^nrar | 5̂  ^  * f^
8FT 5ITTO ir f ®  s R w n r  f t  arrar 11

1JCT f ^  »T5ft ^nw ^  JTf srra’ 1 1 

eft »rat m  ^  I , iTTPftV ^T5?lff
^t ^  ^ r f^  f t p ^
ftrerr, wt̂ rar t ? = r ^  J r f t^  %

w m  ? I

iTFPftq «ft 5TTW*T firaf, ^
IT 11 t  ?m w r f  f%

TTPT? ^ 't  ^— «ft Ttw %
?T?n^— farf^^ ^  ftra^  ^  ftrt9 

I >sft Tf^ ^  9T5T eft t  ?T*15T 51^ 
Tmr ftrtiRT ^
f̂ iTT Jn’ f r d n  1 ^rnr?
?nrT?T 1^ f^<tg f ^ ,  JTf ftiTtti

fi^ I firaf ^
^  ftr ?^r t  m f e i r  spt

^  ^  ^  ’Tf 11 
?rnwT ftr Tmr  ̂ miftw effort #  f  ®
t^ T - f t  ant»ft,

^  ^T»ni f t ^  t , 
fiRif ft?rr I  «rk pR  ftm % t
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[<sf̂  wr^cT ’jrJT]

?ft n' «ri^

I %fiR5T?rcrP 
^ eft fV'̂ 7̂

^  f t  5T  ̂ ?np  ̂ f  I ?r<TT WK
*IMI f ip  ^  ^

5T?1; r̂ feirr ^rrw, ^ “t ^  srnr fT<r 
^  f̂t ^  ?rt *T iT̂ t
WrihTT I JT? ?ft ^  ^  i[7  ̂ 11
f^nn^ % <̂ i*j['t thrr <rf9^nT f*rsr
>>iHi ^ ?Tr*l-̂ TnT I ^
T f JTT ^ Tt, >ft^ ft .’Tf 'Tt 
*TT f^nrr ^ i ^n»>'i r̂ ytnr^r g 
ft> «r»nc w l  ft  ^rcft 1̂ wt 
W  '»■ fW T ) ^>f TTrT ?>fr I 
n% aim % i

?TTt ^  ^
^  f?re ^  % 5T ^  ?TtT 3f»TT f®  
iTm tv ^  f% ?niK 5%JiT
UT#Frr f®  sftrn Tt ?rh f  ® 

<P v̂M iftr q [^ ;ft f>,
1* JT5 MT^yn ^  at 

f%qr w  «TT ft? ?rrwr 
^  fV9T «iIVh 5̂ T̂?T ^  *1̂  irfe^iTT 
^ ftitT srnr ft? ftr̂ ft ^  ^  •' 
fip:<Trrr?: ^  ^ ': jtt «rr# % ^  ffn 
^  ^  %^ft *rf3F|r 5R ? n ^  ^ 'r.-
firq H ftp ^  «ft ^ f t  ^  %
?TfT?T + i’j'i  <r %(T f% » f i « i  ^i«jn
«TT ?ft *F1T '̂ i^'i ^

#  Ttfim ft  ^  ^  I W ff^
?r^ I' SSTT ^

I  «rtr ?»»y ^  »FT f>'iTr |
?nr ?Rr <mr  ̂ ^?rr i iTf 
5t^ t  f% ?r ?frc PmJTfT If
ftf(ft « im|I«i+  n̂iFTT ^  ^
wmf I ^  ^  »PTr
fftw ^1si#vnrifh : r̂̂ Tifarfr %cr<rr

?t«ft ^  ftW T ^  ^?WT
t  fftr fT T?: jnflT*r 'twht

<mft t  ^ r n r r ^ v  %viTT f t i f t  ^  
?ft V T « ^  *)■ *n? 1 1
B̂w ?rr *T^ (̂ <<1 3TPT, flT

S fK  if W  ij f ^ T  3rPT f^RTC ?ft #
g f r  ^  11

^  wrr̂ r t  ^nnr «rf tft  ^nrtrr
arm ftr f w f  ^  m  25 f > f t  ^ r r f ^  

% f^TT^^T 2 1  ft^ ft ^  H i  Pt>*n
f t n r ^ f S ? f t  t ^ ^ ? n t T ^ f t  

y<T>rfi I wnr
?nn^ ?ft f J R

<ry»rr, s ift f t i

^  5PFP- ^  ^  f^?T5n
irm r  r̂r̂ rr ^ ^  'srnr 1

Sr# f!=w?^ f»nrr t'^  «ntft 
P rrr^  ^  «rnr ^rsf-fnrt i-  15 «ft

^«T>i f îT? 18 *ft, ^  ? t ^  H  
5ft?r-?ft  ̂ ^  ^  ^  «P«m rr ^
15 ?r 1 8 ^  5T?^r vr 1 8 % 21 ^

s r m R  f w  ^ fsRT %
%?rrr n  itft q m  jt f t  f t :  ^
?fT fiprr f^  f%?>TO ^  ?̂PTT

f t  ^  ffT H f  rft 5T^ 
3!TRcfr f t  t ,  1 5 t  ^  25 ^  
fijJTT JTT 35 5FT ^T 40  « R  fe lT  I 
fft ^?TT T̂OTT nt{t ^  I 4wi
Ji% m^lfirV %?PIT «ftT ^ J T  ? R f  
^  HT*T-?n*i fiffirr mx
VfffTT f> IT , «ftTT-«Tt?r ^  i«; ^TT!IT
f> r r  I JTf ? m  «m r ? f t ^  ^  ^
Pp ^  «FTT ?? w < f%  ^  
^  »mT f%  ws'.: T t  »TT^ 'tT  « f r
f t  3TRT ^ f l f ^  >BftT «n n : 25 ^
^  « n ^  ?r?’ - ^  f t  ?it ^  T|»rr « ftr  
^sfspiff %■ ftft? tft  *rrsr «p?t ^  
T fT  I  fsp # trft qfJTT ^snf?ft t  « f t r  « R ^  
q ^  q r  s r ft  f > n  ^rrf^t f  ?rt ^3sr»ft
2 1 ^  3TT ,̂ ?ft * n ^  31^ I l f

Rettralnt 356
(Arndt.) Bill



18«flT 21 ^
^flT i m s m  ir ^
^  aift?r ^ 5 1 2 1  w  «T^

^  Vfi l̂ *IT 18
^  VIÎ V ^ T̂TcT, *̂i<4

<in̂ *rT f% ^  qr »j\t ^r ?r̂ r̂r t
T*t ^ftr 4<il i|| ^  ^

»rr Jiflr i

«ftr ^  ^snrr ^fr^Vhft
TT Jn ^  I cTt # ?TwaT
?  JT5 ?r> ^  I  ^ f f r f r  !()rP^
% %!? wf?r ?rr  ̂ |
lA< 5̂>T %f̂ F»T JT̂  T̂HsiHI <!><<*>
(jsF m n ^5 I  Jir ^Fsf^ftnr

^ 3 r%!Pt ^  I  f̂ r̂>T
flTV r̂rf)’ r̂nr, ?r<T«Rr

^5T ?t»fr I ĴT iT ^  t  '̂r ?r r̂
^ r ^  ^ ' f  it ^  s  fsr-̂ Tr nft m?T
f̂t ?nTJT i%qT ^r I  

?̂ T % f?Ti? ^ f ^ r  5rw
IR  ^  ¥V 7r*T«!T, rr^ ?TW

r̂Prf ^  ̂  ?rnr!̂   ̂?rr strt
cT? ^  ^  f  ® ^  ^  ^>ftr?r ^

I t  MKdi 4 I t  ?r>racTT
^ ̂ ?rr  ^*T  ^ T  ^  f t  f 5
feqr ^r T̂fTcff I  I IT  ̂ ?R  f  0  
fspTf m  T̂̂ TrTf t  I

f ®  ’Tf «ft ^  w  ?fh
fv itv ff ^  wret % 3?R »fv 5 ^  ̂
5T>nfr ^rrf^ 40 m  45 ^  ^  %

Ir I 15T|f ft? ?nft ^
T tf i r r m v ^  w  ^  ^  I  ^

^  ITT ^  ^  «ft
«|fr$ ITT̂ t ^  ^̂ TTJfr 3TPT I ^  
JT?5T ^  «T?T*tH?T 3fV % ̂  T̂TS ^  fen  

«IT̂  ^  iTT̂ nfhT ? r ^  ^  ^
^RTT ftr JT̂  JTT ^
?ft 5T̂  ^ 3ft f®  »TR  ̂ ^  'n: 
5m]; ^  «fk  f^iff qr qr«i; 5T ^  I ^
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^  sRrerai I  w  «n?r mq;
fiT fitVT f% *1̂  %l^«i % ^ ‘TT

wnr ?rnj; I vh :
f^rfNTR iTfT ^  ftp?
*rnTTft) ^ q ;? j lr  If »ft i s ? r k  i s  ^
*I»T ftf^ «TT ^  sppjjsflf ^
m«T-?rra- flW ad ^  ^  »it^ h ^  «fV
^<*ll 3ft +l«jn <̂5̂ 1 3(1 TfT ^ 5ft

qws ^  ^
% STTT 3TT 7?r I  w k  g if % 
*TT̂ sn̂flf TT, 3ft *<R̂i)ltf) I, 
r̂PT-̂ rnr ftwr 11

sfr ^TW R Tft ^ 3ft ?IPK
'3'^^ T̂̂  ^Hsii ft) w rftn n r ih r
^  I lf t m T — IT^ ^  JT5JT | t r  I  I

m^^ ^̂ _ ?fw r ftr 5ft ?TR wfftr- 
% ftriT I  ^  f t m f  % f ^  tift 

stT 11 W  W T t  q ft qr 5Tff I, 3̂̂  
?TPR ?Tf >TT9rT5f|- % T JT  ̂ qr f t ^  
% «(<iH1*ll ^  19 ^  ?Ft
»TT̂  if |m  «IT rft ^
%  ^riw ?mrT If fx ^ f t ^ w  

t  3rran «rT ^  ^  *r? tft
? w  ^  ^  5nRT ^  ^ftr;r 

^  ^  STT̂r t  I (8«UT^) Jrf? 
^?r% fl^TR ^ w f t m r  ^flr ^  
?nfir?r ^  ftrar 3nii f̂t ^  q f^  

^ Mdiry^R ?n?rT | ^  sm r ?t 
^  srftm r ’(ft ferr 3 n ^  ? 

q!fr 3tt TfT I  ft? qm ftm r % ftitr ^
tT2Tf 3TTif s fk  fsRT? % f%tr 3̂

3n̂ r I w  snPTT n f t̂̂ ff T?:m  f^fnft
snw I  stft?: 1 ? r a f R i T  ^

t  ^mwT f  ^
w  ^  «n ^  t  ?ft w  *?!T
T̂TTTT’̂ 11% ^  *ftr I

sjĝ r T̂W inqj
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wtfir

I  ^  f ®  ift 3IT I
sm^vD<!i 11 w  it

’qig*!! 31% %
^  ^  % gnr % ^  wr?r
*ft— T̂*i if Hutfl % ^ir % '[sr ?ft ̂  %
StRTiTT fro%-
Jf ^ ^  ^  ^
?̂TRTT qiff % T̂RFT %

^  r̂ ^  %#5T ^  ?Tf ^
^  if3[ iRT fejT I m| *̂rr%T
k̂TT ^ 1v ^nc^nx ?tR) % f ^

wit t  ^  ^  =50^^ I
JT%TR w  ^  % ^̂ W9RTT

^  ^  ^  t  w  ^  %

?niT ^  ^  3̂n̂  f% ^  ^
^  ^  v t  WTcr ^  ^  #  m w
I? I

«ftinft ftmn ift^ ntprmt ( q * ^ )  : 
^  ?
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:

“That the Bill further to amend 
the Child Marriage Restraint Act, 
1929» and to make certain conse
quential amendments In the Indian 
Christrian Marriage Act, 1^72, and 
the Hindu Marriage Act, ^955. be 
taken into consideration.”

The motion was adopted.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, we take up 
clause-by-clause consideration.

Clause Z Amendment of section 2)

SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN: I have 
given notice of an Amendment..........

MR. CHAIRMAN: Before that, there 
is a Government Amendment Mr. 
Shanti Bhushan may move his Amend
ment.

SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN: I
am on a point of order. In List No. 2 
Amendment No. 3. should be moved 
before Amendment No. 7 can be mov
ed.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I have noted your 
point of order. May I bring it to 
your notice that Rule 84 provides as 
follows:

^  I , sp*fV9PT «TK ^tipT %
SIK

^  ^  ^ 'dtl+l ^  % *̂lC
<rM«-U ^  «R ^  I  I ?T5Pt WTO
«n*in % PnH, ^  'T'ldl m<iT
aft ^r+TT % T̂iTT | « fk  3ft
f w  tfft snr?5T ^  ^
3f ^  I

??T % ?TT«T t
Tt w a rm  ^  f  ft> w  

ftQuf) ^  ^  <i«i4 h ftmr I

‘‘Amendments of which notice has 
been given shall, as far as practica
ble, be arranged in the list of 
amendments, issued from ^ime to 
time, in the order in which they may 
be called. In arranging amendments 
raising the same question at the 
same point of a clause, precedence 
may be given to an amendment mo
ved by the member in charge rf the 
BiU.

I have therefore given precedence to 
the Minister .

SHRI SHANTI 
move:

BHUSHAN: I

Page 1, line Ih—for  “siirteeii” 
substitute “eighiean” (7)
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is: Page 2, line 22—

Page 1, line 11,—

for “sixteen” subttitute “eigh- 
teen’  ̂ (7)

The motion was adopted.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question
is:

“That Clause 2, as amended, 
stand part of the Bill."

The motion was adopted.

Clause 2, as amended, was added to 
the Bill

Clauses 3 to 6 were added to the Bill. 

The Schedule

SHRIMATI PARVATHI KRISH- 
NAN: I beg to move:

for ‘‘sixteen*’ substitute “eighteen''
(4)

SHRI R. VANKATARAMAN: I
beg to move:

Page 2,—

for lines 24 to 36 substitute-^

“ (ii) the proviso shall be 
omitted.*\ (5)

Page 2, line 39—

for “ sixteen’* substitute “ eighteen”
(6)

SHRI SHANTI SHUSHAN: I beg
to move:

Page 2— 

for lines 13 to 40 substitute—
‘T he Scuedule 
fŜ ec Section 6]

Year No. Short title Amcndm“ints

(i)

1872 15

(3) 14̂

The Indian Christian Marriage In section 60—
Act, 1872. (i) in condition number (i), for the

words “ eiorhteen years** and “ fifteen 
years**, the words “ twenty-one 
years** and “ eighteen years”  shall 
respectively be substituted;

(«) the proviso shall be o nitted.

>955 25 TheHinduMarriage Act, 1955, (i) In section 5,—

(/) in clause (iii), for the words “ eigh
teen years** and “ fifteen years** the 
words “ twenty-one years** and 
“ eighteen years** shall respectively 
be substituted;

(») clause (vi) Siiall be omitted.

(2) Section 6 shall be omitted.

(3) In Section 12, in sub-section (i), in
clause (c), for the words and figure 
“ is required under section 5**, the 
words, figures and brackets “ was 
requir^ under section 5 as it stood
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immediately before the commence- 
men toC theCaiild Marriaffe Restraint 
(Amendment) Act, 1978’ * ihall be 
substituted.

May I just mention a correction in 
amendment No. 8 to the Schedule. On 
page 2 of List 3, cause 3 will read;

‘In section 12, in sub-section (I), 
in clause (c), for the words and 
figures “ is required under section 
5’*, the words, figures and brackets 
“ was required under section as 
it stood immediately before the com
mencement of the child Marriage 
Restraint (Amendment) Act, 1978” 
shall be substituted.*

With your permission, I have made 
this Slight correction.

MR. CHAIRMAN: What have you 
to say to amendments No. 4, 5 and 6?

SHRI SHANTI BHUSHAN: I do iiOl 
accept them.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I shall now pul
amendments No. 4, 5 and 6 to che vote 
of the House.

Amendments Nos. 4, 5 and 6 were 
put and negatived,

MR. CHAIRMAN: I shall now put 
amendment No. 8, as amended by 
Shri Shanti Bhushan to the vote of the 
House.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURlCSHl 
(Anantnag): Because the other simi
lar amendments have been negatived 
by the House, his amendment will 
also stand negatived.

(4) In section 18,—

(i) fcr toe bracketo, letters and word” , 
(v) and (vi)” , the word, brackets and 
letter “ and (v) ** shall be substituted;

rii) in clause (b), theword**and**occur« 
ring at the end shall be omitted;

(iii) clause (c) shall be omitted’ (8)

SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN: The
same amendment cannot be moved 
again.

SHRI SHANTI BHUSHAN: It is not 
the same amendment. So far as amend
ment No. 8 is concerned, it is en
tirely difTerent.

SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN: My
amendment say.'̂ : /or ‘sixteen* substi
tute ‘eighteen*.

MR. CHAIRMAN: That is amend
ment No. 7 to clause 2. That has al
ready been made part of the Bill.

SHRI SHANTI BHUSHAN: So far 
as amendment No. 8 is concerned, it 
is entirely different from the amend
ments which have been given by the 
hon. Members. This amendment rays

lines 13 to 40 substitute—

THE SCHEDULE......

Instead of the original Schedule, a 
new Schedule is sought to be sub
stituted. There is no such amend
ment given by you.

SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN: On a 
point of Order.

fit jwnr f i p w  : Jtrr

^ I ^  ^  vtw

VT If I
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^  jivt

i f

«rt jv*r v f  ffij w : ^rrvT 
Hk  <Imi 'Tra' *1^ g?IT ^ I ^

^ *IT I ^  '«ili»ii •̂ l̂ nl
5 fv  sft^ I  ?

ff9ft«pr >R !iTqf% w  «rk

I  I

w m fir  eft f^T
m r  11 ^  1J5 f w  t

if ^  3inRH7 WiT 3T75T 3̂3T
^  t  I

SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN: My
amendment No. 4 says:

“Page 2, line 22,—

/or ‘sixteen’ substitute ‘eighteen* ”

MR. CHAIRMAN: You are a little 
mixed up. The amendment moved by 
him is different from yours and your 
amendments have been negatived by 
the House. Let us proceed further.

SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN: I an; 
saying, it is not. You made a 
mistake.. . .

MR. CHAIRMAN: I have heard >our 
point of order.

SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN: You
have not

MR. CHAIRMAN: Let me hear
others now.

SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN: My
amendment No. 4 says-----(Interrupt
tions)

ift ^HWW : ^  f^T

fnrwftf
^  ^
^  I
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SHRI A. C. GEORGE (Mukanda- 
puram ): He is reading out the
amendment.

SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN: How 
can I show the similarity unless I
read the amendments-----Now I
read both the amendments. My 
amendment No. 4 says:

“Page 2, line 22,— 

for “ sixteen” substitute “eighteen*’

«Tt JV*T <a!e
filT PjiT «TTT 

^  <TT 5TT 1 ? 
5r«’Tgrf?«fo- ^ i

SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN: Now 
in amendment No. 8 the same words 
are there: . . . .

for the word ‘fifteen’ the word
‘eighteen’ shall be substituted,

MR. CHAIRMAN: I have under
stood you. Now let me give you my 
answer.

The amendment moved by Shri 
shanti Bhushan is substitution of the 
complete Schedule and therefore :t is 
a different amendment. Your amend
ment has already bŝ en taken into con
sideration and has been negatived Ly 
the House and so you cannot go back 
to it. Mr. Kachwai is right in that. 
Therefore, I am ruling it out of or
der.

SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN: Just
only one word, Madam. I say the 
proviso must be deleted. This has 
been negatived. He also says that the 
proviso must be deleted. Then how 
can the amendment be negatived.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: You should have 
dfme that earlier. Thij; is a different 
amendment I have accepted it.

SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN: It is 
not a different amendment.

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
AND REVENtJE AND BANKING, 
(SHRI H. M. PATEL): You are
challenging the ruling of the Chair?

MR. CHAIRMAN; Will you plt-fse 
take your seat? I am not allowing 
you.

SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN: If you 
want to shut me out, I cannot help it.

MR. CHAIRMAN: When I am stand- 
ing, you cannot also stand. Will you 
please take your seat? I have hearU 
you.

SHRI R, VENKATARAMAN: No.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: 
On a point of order. You cannot 
shut him like this.

^  8 tc  ^  t ,
«T?r ^  i m  »raci

fniir imr ?ft wtk i
<rrr ^  f  ^  w t

V?5TT MTI^ 11
We are only trying to help the Min

ister. But you are violating the pro
cedure. The whole procedure is 
wrong. You can name me but you 
cannot dictate like this. You must 
listen to him. What do you mean by 
this?

SHRI A. C. GEORGE: You just \m- 
derstand it. We are helping him.

SHRI R  VENKATARAMAN: In my 
amendment No. 5 I have said the 
proviso be omitted___

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Venkatara- 
man, I had it put to the House. It
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has been negatived. It cannot be re
discussed. What is this?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: 
You have to listen to him.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Will you please 
sit down?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: 
I will not You cannot run the House 
this way. You please give your ruling.

SHRI H. M. PATEL: How dare you 
speak like this?

MR. CHAIRMAN: I have given rny 
ruling, Mr. Venkataraman.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: 
On a point of order. There is no 
quorum in the House.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Let the quorum
bell be rung..........Now the quorum
bell is being rung.

SHRI H. M. PATEL: We have some 
convention..........

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI:
You are a third rate I.C.S. offlcer. you 
are not aware of conventions.

SHRI H. M. PATEL: We would not 
accepted it. This is a point of 
order. (Interruptions)

SHRI O. V. ALAGESAN: You
should give a ruling onV after you 
have heard him.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I have heard
him.

SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN: You 
have not heard me. You give me two 
minutes to go on record. In my amend
ment No. 5, I said that the proviso 
shall be omitted. In Shri Shanti
Bhushan’s amendment No. B the same 
clause—that the proviso shall be omit
ted—comes. Once my amendment has 
been negaflved, this particular iixiend-
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ment is out of order. It has been 
negatived. It cannot be put aigain.

That is my point. You decide in 
whatever manner you like.

SHRI SHANTI BHUSHAN: The
contention ot the hon. member is that 
if there is an amendment moved by 
one hon. member and there is ano
ther amendment moved by another 
hon. member, in spite of the fact that 
the two amendmenfs are not identical, 
if there is some little thing common, 
namely, if he wants deletion of some
thing and the word ‘and’ is also there 
and in the other amendment which is 
moved, is the same thing, ‘and* is 
there, but the purpose of two amend
ments is entirely different, his con
tention is that it is identical and can
not be taken up. If the hon. member 
may just have a look at the amend
ment which I have moved, the 
amendment says:

Su!bstitute ‘The Schedule*.—Now the 
new Schedule. Now this new Sche
dule is very different from the old 
Schedule which was given in the ori
ginal Bill. So many new things are 
there which have been added in the 
new schedule which were not there 
in the old Schedule.

So far as amendment moved by hon. 
member was concerned the scope was 
very very restricted. It was only in
tended to make some little change 
but much bigger and wider change is 
sought to be made by the amendment 
which has been moved to the Sche
dule. Therefore, the scope of the tw'O 
amendments is entirely different. 
Merely because some little thing is 
common do^s not mean that the 
amendment bas the same scope as 
the amendment moved by the hon. 
member.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:
Page 2,—

Restraint yfQ
(Amdt.) Bill

for Lines 13 to 40 for lines 13 to 40 substitute— 
‘T he S chedule 

[See section 6]

Year No. Short title Amendments

(I) (2) (3) 4̂))

1872 15 The Indian Christian Marriage In section 60,—
Act, 1872

>955 25 ThcHinduMarriagc Act, 1955

(i) in condition number Ti), for the 
words “ ei gh teen years* • and “fifteen 
years**, the words “ twenty-one 
years** and “ eighteen years** shall 
respectively be substituted;

fit) the proviso shall be omitted.

(1) In section 5,—

(1) in clause (iii), for the words, “ eighteen 
years** and “ fifteen years**, the 
words “ twenty-one years** and 
“ eighteen years** .shall respectively 
be substituted;

(tV) clause (vi) shall be omitted.

(2) Section 6 shall be omitted.

(3) In section 12, in sub-section (i), in 
clause (c), for the words and figures “ is 
requir^ under section 5**, the words, 
figures and brackets “ was required under
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( I )  (a ) (3) (4)

section 5 as it stood immedUitely before 
the commencement of theChild Marriage 
Restraint (Amendment) Act* 1978”  nkm 
be substituted. ^

(4) In section 18,—

(t) for the brackets, letters and word 
*‘ (v) and (vi)»^ the word, brackets 

and letter'*and (v)** shall be sub
stituted;

(» )  inclaute(b), the word “ and”  occur
ring at the end shall be om itted;

(ill) clause (c) shall be om ittec.’ (8)

Tht metim

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:

"That the Schedule, as amended, 
stand part of the Bill.”

The motion toas adopted.

The Schedule, as amended, was added 
to the Bill.

Clause 1 (Short title and commence- 
ment)

Amendment made:

Page 1, line 4,—  

for "IWr* substitute “1978”

(Shri Shanti Bhushan)

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:

‘That Clause 1, as amended, 
stand iMurt of the BUL**

The motion was adopted.

Clause 1, ag ameiuled, was added to 
the Bitt.

Enacting Formula

Amendment made;

Page 1, line 1,

was adopud.

for “Twenty-eighth** substitute—

‘Twenty-ninth’* (1)

(Shri Shanti Bhushan)

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:

‘That the Enacting Formula, as 
amended, stand part of the Bill.”

The motion was adopted.

The Enacting Formula, as amended, 
was added to the Bill.

The Title was added to the B ill

THE MINISTER OF LAW, JUSTICE 
AND COMPAI^ AFFAIRS (SHRI 
SHANTI BHUSHAN): I beg to
move:

‘That the Bill, as amended, be 
passed.**

MR. CHAIRMAN: Motion moved:

‘That the Bill, as amended, b« 
passed.’*

SHRIMATI PARVATHI KRISHNAN 
(Coimbatore): Madam Chairman, I
have listened very carefully to the 
reply of the hon. Minister, and, of 
course, to all the bio-data that he 
gave about himself and his colleagues
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— most interesting no doubt, but not 
material to the Bill. And I am very 
surprised and sorry» Madam, to say 
that he hag paid absolutely no atten
tion to some serious suggestions 
which were made from this side of 
the House including that about the 
compulsory registration of marriages, 
which is a very important part of the 
whole matter.

And, secondly, Madam, I am also 
very sorry to note— and I regret that 
very much—that the Minister did not 
think in terms of accepting an Amend
ment; but on the other hand, he 
brought his own Amendment, of 
raising the age of women from 16 to 
18.

But, I am happy, in any case, that 
this Bill is being passed. And I am 
happy that he— în the midst of his 
multifarious activities and busy as he 
is with his family as he told us—did 
find time to pay attention to public 
opinion in this coimtry and parti
cularly that of the women’s organisa
tions and has raised the marriageable 
age of women from 16 to 18. Thank 
you.

THE MINISTER OF LAW, JUSTICE 
AND COMPANY AFFAIRS (SHRI 
SHANTI BHUSHAN): Madam
Chairman, as for the suggestion that 
has been made, it is not as if no atten
tion has been paid to it. In fact, I 
was grateful—perhaps I was speaking 
in a different language; but I had said 
that I was grateful—for all the valu
able suggestions which had been 
made. What I have said was that so 
far as the scope of the Bill is concern
ed, It is very limited. It seeks to 
amend the Child Marriage Restraint 
Act.

SHRIMATI PARVATHI KRISH- 
NAN; I know that it is limited. Let 
him give an assurance because this 
falls in his sphere. It is his Ministry 
that has to deal with it.

SHRI SHANTI BHUSHAN: The
suggestion which has been made will 
certainly receive consideration, but 
I am not in a position to give on 
assurance right now because tihat is a 
problem which needs careful con
sideration as to what will be the ad
ministrative set-up, what will be the 
difficulties, and in what way it has 
to be done, and so on, and secondly, 
it was not a matter which was directly 
relevant or pertinent to the scope of 
the Bill. Therefore I had not dealt 
it with at length, but I have welcomed 
all the various suggestions which had 
been made.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:

‘*That the Bill, as amended, be 
passed.’*

The motion was adopted.

17.58 hrs,

BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
E l e v e n t h  R e p o r t

SHRIMATI PARVATHI KRISH- 
NAN (Coimbatore): I beg to present
the Eleventh Report of the Business 
Advisory Committee.

17.58 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till 
Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, 
February 22, 1978/Phalflfuna 3, 1899 
(Saka),
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