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(ii) REPORTED SHORTAGE OF RAILWAY 
WAGONS FOR COAL 

DR. V,\SANT KUMAR PANDIT : 
(Rajgarh): 1'.1r Chairman, Sir I draw 
the attention of the House under Rule 377 
to the very serious ,ituation arising i~ the 
country due to aellte shortage of railway 
wagons, the dclays and handicaps in tIle 

movement or coal and coke, the consequent 
starving or near-starving of various 
thermal units, the staggeri.ng of industries 
dependent on coal, the clos~ng down of 
Saurashtra Cement and ChnTIlcal Factory, 
the dwindling stocks and low coal in-
vcntoriC's causing a grave situation and 

threatening crisis t'\t'oughout the coutltrv. 

This crisis has got to be solved, not 
only by the Ministry of Railways but 
through a coordination committee to be 
set up consisting of the Minister of In-
dustry, the Minister of Railways and the 
l'vlinister of Coal. I n the last three days. 
a lot of critici5m has been going ·on in 
papers. Some say that the coal is not 
available with the Coal India. The 
Coal India says that there are no 
wagons. When there are wagons, there 
are certain industries which do not want 
to take high priced low-ash-content coal 
Ii'om certain collieries. All these things 
are causing a jam which will affect all 
industries to a screeching halt, affecting 
the entire economy of the country in the 
next two to three months. 

After these statements that have appeared 
in the news papers in the last three days. 
it is very unfortunate that the Government 
has not corne out with any statement._ 
Neither the Minister of Railways, nor the 
l'vIinister of Coal and Fertilizers, nor the 
IVlinister of Industry has corne out with a 
statement saying what is really happening 
and what has the Go\-ernment done to solve 
the situation by providing mass movement 
of Coal through rake movement of wagons 
from the collieries and . for setting of 
priorities as to which industries need the' 
coal first. 

As far as my information goes there 
are 14 thermal units ill Maharashtra with 
about 4-8 days stock as of today and,. 
in the next wt'ek or so thev will corne down 
to a screeching halt. Tlic same thing will 
happen 10 Rajghat and Indraprastha 
power stations in Delhi about which we 
are also very much concerned. The 
et:ment industries are closing down. The 
non-movement of coal, the shortage of 
wagons and the non-availabilitv of sufli-
cient stock Of the low inventories all thiS. 
is creating a crisis about which this 
house has bcC'n warning the GovermI\enl 
smce the last two or three months. 

There was a strike at the Indian ex-
pl()sive~ because of which coal mint's WOl' 
not able to product' as lIl1tch coal as th,'y 
wanted. 1'\0\"1 that they have gt'arcd q:> 
their production, the wagons are not 
available. I;Vh"n t he wagons are a\'aila hk,. 
the stocks are dwindling. Thcrdorc 
I would suggest. in ordrr to a\'oil! sllch a 
crisis. to scI up a coordination commi1tI'l' 
consisting of these three Departments. 
There is no coordination bctwe(:,11 thl.,;e 
three Departments. They should stock--
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pile coal a~d coke ir). ev~ry State and. then 
the States would. at a very short notice 
either . thro1,lgh road transport or other 
methods of transport move the coal to the 
required industries, to th.e required ther-
mal power s~tions, i~d~tries and even tp 
consumers whose requiremen t of coal is low. 

This crisis, therefore, has given warning 
to the f'JOvernment about it.' '''hatever 
may be the reason due to this crisis a 
stituation like this should not arise in the' 
·eoming future. A coordination body 
-consisting of 3-4 depratments shollld be set 
up immediately so that this problem c.an 
be solved. Otherwise this crisis may 
bring an economic recession as far as 
coming three months are concerned. I 
would like to draw the attention of the 
house to the fact that the coming months 
are the peak c'onsumption period for the 
requirement' of electricity... Dllring 
these three months the stock in tile thermal 

. power stations and the industry should he 
.as high as possiQle. ll1erefore I would 
call upon the Governcient to come for-
ward and. publicly allay our fear;; by 
working mit exactly what arrangement has 
been made as far as moVement of coal is 

.conccrned- how much coal is avaiiable ; 
how many wagonsan~ available? As far 
as public is concerned the public should 
b.. assured t hat coal will he' available 
within the next IO-I.'J days, wal will be 
available to every consumer on pricrity 
basis as expeditiously as possible. 
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