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Price Situation 
With regard to planting of a bomb in 

Parliament Street Post Office, I would like 
to say that on August 23, 1983 a bag which 
was suspecled to contain an explosive was 
found lying in the main hall of the Parlia-
ment Street Post O ffice by a Chowkidar of 
the Post Office. A hund written letter in 
Punjabi purporting to be fro m Dal Khalsa 
containing usual threats and warnings was 
found with the bag. The police and explosive 
experts reached the scene immediately. It 
was found to contain gun po wder and small 
na ils. The ex perts have stated that it could 
not have exploded on its own. A case und~r 
Section 4 of the Explosives Substances 
Act has been registered and is under 
investigatio n. Of la te there has been 

only one mo re case, i e. plan ting of an 
explosive device in Mohan Singh Plac.:e on 
Augus t 13, 1983. T his was fou nd to be a 
cracker wh ich could not ha ve caused any 
damage or serious injury. The case is under 
invest iga tion. 

17.04 hrs 

DISCUSSION ON STATEMENT 
MADE BY MINISTER OF FINANCE 

RE : PRICE SITUATION 

MR. D EPUT Y-S PEAK ER : Now we 
take up Discussion under Ruic 193. Shrimati 
Prarnila D a ndavate. Discuss ion under Rule 
193. 

(Interrupt ions) 

MR. D E PUTY-SPEAKE R : Today we 
are starti ng the di scus io n a t 5 o 'clock. I 
would like eve ry M ember whose name is 
here, mu t pa r ticipate and a nyhow, we will 
have to fix the ti me for the deba te, how far 
we should sit aod when the Minister would 
reply. Therefore we have to make it clear 
and then only we can start the discussion. 

(Interrupt ions) 

MR. D EPUT Y-SPEAKER : I have not 
asked you to sta nd up a nd speak. 

I have cha lked out a programme. The 

**Not reco rded. 

mover will take J 5 minutes, the bigger 
parties will take ten minutes a nd the smaller 
parties will take five m inutes each. The 
Minister will reply at 7.45 p.m. Now 
Shrimati. Pramila Danda va te. 

(Interruptions) 

SHRJ MANI RAM BAGRI (Hissar): 
Point of order. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPE AKE R : I am sorry. 
What is your point of order ? Under what 
rule ? 

PROF. MADHU DANDA YATE (Raja-
pur) : Under Rule 376. 

MR. D EPUTY-SPEAK R : T ime is being 
wasted. If yo u are going to do anything in 
a clandestine matter or ask for some 
clar ifi ca tion, I will not a llo w. 

?.>rt ~T~Tif ifT~ : \3"cn~e1 i:J~)~zr, orrq 
GJSa ~fulTI~ ~ 1 orriR ~~rtITT ~~ crctcr ~ 1:qr 
f ~ <tllT tn"~~ \il"T ~ ~T arr~ tfll r ;:rQ:T I 

MR. DEPUTY-SPE AK R : 1 am sorry. 
There is no p oint of o rder. There is no 
point of order. Now, discuss io n. I am 
sorry. 

?.>f T i:r;ft~~ Gl'llf~T : ltl::T tefT~ OTTtfi 

ani\ ~ 1 ~IQ: #~r \jff t1" irfr;=r ~ for~ ~f~tt 

9i~r lflfT ~T fer. ~W ~ arr~ \ii") fdt' tl ~a- s~ 

~T\'1TCf ~ I 

MR. D E P UTY-SP AK ER: Please do 
not record. 

(Interruptions)** 

!Sf) 11~1-ui:r ifl~T : #\T ancr ~f.n~ 1 m=t 
U~rf Cfi"T 3fCfT~ Cfit ;jf"Gf R~Tf""{llf ;,- liFIT arR 
if Fl Cfi\ ••• ( ctrclUR ) ... 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAK ER : When a suo 
moto statement has been made no cla rifica-
tion can be sought. Time is being wasted. 
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Some times an important discussion takes 
place. All of you m ust co-operate. 

(Interruptions) 

P.;f f q~)~Tff ill~ : \jq ff:lf ~1 \ifT, q~p;r 

::;:r~ ~~r ~ I 3ffq +TiJfFfi ffli~ "{~ ~ I ~Till CfiT 
f iJf;:<;:rr) iJfT ~Q.T ~ I · · · ( olfct~~) · · · 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Shrimati 
Pramila Dandavate. The time allotted to 
you is fifteen minutes, Madam. 

SSJfl:rat ~firnr ({Q~crit ( gi:ar{ ~"t -11~) : 
a-ro 18 'ii) 31~-l=f~;fr ~ O:Cfi f1'i ~rr tJ<;: rr ~ 

~Tl1~ ~~T ~T I ft ~ tr+rll C!;Cfi ~~fur~ rflff 

lif)~~ Cfl~T ~ - ~el ~BT +r~~ ~Ten ~ ' 
~+TT~ \ifl ~'W q-.f ~ ~Tri- ~-~ lifT\ifH it rr~r 
\iflff ~' ~ij~-,it ~ CfiT ~r\iff Cfi"T cr-r11c:=rl CfIT 

mrr ;:r~r ~rcn ~ · · · 

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA (Calcutta North 
East) : Including Madhu D Jndava tc ? 

SHRlMATl PRAMILA ANDAVATE: 
Yes, including Dandavatc. 

\3''1 ~ llf<;: 9°:Y.DT \ijPl fCfi :S-T\'f:ST cr.t CfiT+TCi 

~r g, a~ cr.r <r.r~a Cflfr ~' :q-r<ft Cfi"T Cfi'T+rcr 
~T ~-~ lfp::rrff ~ ~ CfiT ~t9 "lT +rTTf 
rrQr ~)err ~ 1 ~f<ti., ~ lt' ~Hr :q'fcif @·frcmr 
~ <tiilf.n ~ ~ 'q('l'FfT ~CfT ~ ' • ' 

PROF. MAOHU DANDAVATE ( Raj~ 

pur) : Instead of att acking the G overnment, 
she is attacking me! 

qfl:R:n SJfi::rt'fT 'GQ~tf~ : ~Bf~lf \if"Gf Cf~Z1T 

iifH ~ ~ it ancr <fiT \Tftprr ~~ Cfi) fi«;rr 
at ~~r Cfl;fl f~t:(Cf!1T'f ~ · • • 

SHRI RAM SINGH YADAV (Alwar) : 
Then perhaps male Members may not be 
given an opportunity. 

Price SiJuation 

~r f Cfi 3fT~ CFT ~n:<r.r<: ::;:r::rar <fi'T =t:rTcT er~ 

rf11Cfi fB>~Cfi ~T ~ I 3l1Cf CfiT (;!'~ Ofi~rfT fifi 
5fgJ:r <:T~\11" \5'l:fT~ T rr~T g{ ~, ~.q-~ 2.5 
cn:~c: Q:T~~n- srr'!(~ ~lJ;g.'ftr Gr~ rill'T ~ 3TT~ 

ifo~~lf<: 5fl~~ ~lJiCfU 6. 5 'P:~<:! iSf~ ifllT ~' 
ll'~ ~gcr lfT~c ~, ZT11r~ rrQr ercpr &, ~f <tirr 
\ifT it!"~~ er<: ctiT =t:r~ret"T ~ \f<=r'lil qc=rr ~ fill 
fq'(9~ ffT<f IDBT iT C!'T11 fif,~ ~ ~~ ~I \f'1<fiT 

'Cf<: =tf~FIT fcfia-r:rr l_!f!Ff.~ ~) ifllT ~ I f"Jfrr~ 
q~ ~ t{) iifn: ~rrrr CfCfiet"T ~T ~HT r:f Q.T CfCfi 

~Of.en ~I \jrf'CfiT 3fT;;f CfnT Qf <:1 er ~t ll~ ~I f~ 
CfiT 'T.fTc cr~Ct"t ~ ftrlfi 2r ~T Hli~ ij CfiCT ~ 1 

3fT\1f CfiT ~\if~ Cfl Q;Cfi CflH'!tTT <Sl'l il'll'T ~ ••• 

~ ~Hft~ ~ I 1l q l(i (\if~:!~ ) : an q ~r+rar 

5fUTCf ~\;ff B' ~rf ~ I 

,i •• ftitffi sifi:t ~r ~Q'g'Cf~ : crcrr r:r~r srur;sr 
:!~;jf1 ~r qfB qf:ifP: \ifTCfT ~) ~ llT r:r~r I 

3f1f<: \ifTCfT ~);r) ;;'!) \3'<=f Cfi'T ~r 3fTCf Cfi'T ~rqur 

~r:r Cfi?.: ~if 'lf B"T ~T ~HfT 3Hlfl ~l ll T I tf:O~ 
mlfrrr iT fcr'C9?1 ~ftrr mBf if =crl'::;:rr ~ ~P:r 

S:ef~ GI'~ ~ fer. ~CO' 11~irli ~ CfiT ~Q:uft ~ f~~ 
'El'"{ 'q~Fn ~T~ ~f'!fcm>r ~) n-trr ~ I 

an~ ~ff 'Slr~u \r~~ ij; \i'l"T ctir<:ur ~-\jrf 
~ (f~B'T ~a Cf~T "tiHUT ~-'tiT~r q. er I 

Cfi'T~ qij' CfiT fCffCfT't \if~~-~~HI iilgc:f i.Tlfl~T Q:T 
TJ1fT ~ I ~ff<:r cfiHUT - '31T'T cti'T ~ftflfoc q=j"f~ -
~f;:trlf ~ "{~T ~ I (ffff-.::T Cf.T'"{1J'f-3ff;j'f arrr-
5fTfflcCf ~CfHllf~:;n: lif ~a \'ilfl'GT lif~ ~~T ~ I 
'qf~T Cf1"T<:UT-3fT!1 ;rrr1-trc~r~ Cfi'T crrcr ~a 
~T~ <fi~a- ~ ~f<fi;; arriif acr. ~ q~ "11;:~)~ 

<f~T <ti~ tfTZf ~ I crTT.fCfT Cfir{O'f-~~ftnf'!ITlf;:c 

qfo~'li ~!JG sn~~ ~CR:"t ~ 1 lt' ~m arcr;=n 
~u 1f-R:i.ir~~ ;;~r ~ ~~ ~ Rir'HetiT Cf'Jf~ 
~ ~CfiT ~r 5fTsCJw.; rr~r ~r \~r E: an<: 
>!T~ ~ijf \;fT ~~T g I 'C90T CfiT·'lUT - ;~ 
i:rrcifc~ ~ I €~ if \if"T ~;:t) ~Tlff~ t:('~fllr~ 

' 
~ ~ aniffq=f~ ~anf~r q.~r Cfi\ff ~ 
f\;f«ft afq''TT +rr~ ~~ ~itt en: ~:q ri' I 
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~11 ~ ariir fq~~ fu"rr1 t:tcn fl"crrn IJ:~r ~

iJf~ :q-)iJft ~ ~r11 fin: iJfTfr ~' ar ~~~ ~lfrrT B' 
arcR iiTCf ctlT 'i~T ~~Tfr ~, ~f~ cTITrrl ctiT 
~~ai:rrr.r trrr.n::r cnt er~~ ?r cn~a- ~ 1 ~c;rcr 

filf rr~c:<: <fit qa-r ~r rr~r ~r f ~ ~tr a~~ ~ ~t 
~)ar ~, iJfefifi cr.r1rr ~ 13;fflf~ Q:B ~rrrt ~ 
11TC1 CfiT 31Ff!ffrf fifirf T \JfT HCfiffT ~ I 

arrcr ~ff~ f'f} ~r11 rr@ iSI"~ ~' ~fCfirr ~~ 
a) \3"'1CfiT i;n=i::re1 31:!~cr ~ 1 2 3 ~fa CfiT \ifT 
5fT~~\if ~@Grn: if m{ ~ fi" ~Q:T ~ 3fTCTH q~ 

arrqCfit ~=r~rrrr :q-rQ:ar ~ fctl ~)<n~~ srr~ff 
~ctff f <r.c:rrrr crq;r ~ 1 \jrf~ 1:;ffTf~ 6 arrrHr 
f.f!T ~c arrq:; ~;:t:fi~mrr 6. 9 q"«l;:c- ~r 1 'lJ_s 
a:rrtfc.fl~ i:flf IO. 9 tr<:Wc, If)~ ~;:~ f.f!T 1 I. 9 ... 
11-nl-=c-, ~fr~~ "fir 1 3 11~wc-, 311~ ~r;::r~~ 
srrw ~us Cf tr 3 14. 3 fa'TI ~ 1 iJf~f <fi' ~Q 
51".::rCf"{\ 1 9 8 2 if 2 7 9 ~T, iJfrrcf~t 198 3 if 
293 ~T, 3f~C1, 1983 lt 298.4 ~T 3TT"<: 6 
a:rrr~a-, I 9 8 3 Cfit 314.3 ~rr rn:rr 1 

W CfiT 11a ~~ rr~ ~ f Cfi I 4 q<: ~;:c ~;:~iJf 
~) ~~r ~ 1 a.rr11 19 8 o if '1~r it arr rrr.t ~ 

311<: \3"tr H11if ?!" 3l11"{ 31P1 Cfit:\i~11<: m~tr 

~ri<ftr ctlT ~i, ar arrq CfiT qar ~t ~ f'fi ar~ 

i=f<fi ~ f i:r~r Cfi"{ 5fr~?r\11" l 5 o 11<:?1"t:c ~t ~ 
am: \3"ffi:fi'T arff~ ~pr CfTifT ~ Gf\ifc ~ ~ ~ 1 

~aft~ \ilfT~T fs~ ~ff iSl"Tt ij 311~ Hfl1;r 

rf~T "t@at ~ B"fCfirr ~Cf> GfTff ~ 3fi:f!l2l Cfi~T 

'CfT~aT ~ f <fi' c;~)~B°~ 5f T~fr~ Cfi1" hCf~ltrrf 
~~lf"{ srT~iJf q1: rrQ:T ~rrrr ~ 1 anq ~ '+Jt 
ir~ ~"{ f cr.rrr ~ f CF ;;r~r ~TffT ~ arl<: ~T 
CflHUT '1i-trT fCfl it~ q~ Cfi~T ~ ' ~Cfl ffT 21~ ~ 
f<fi" sr)~~tH aft<: ~~"{ ~ arr~ if \ifT 
f11fs~~rr ~, q-~ ~rr~!IT;;r Cfl{ffT ~ 1 ~~ ~<fi" 
'fiT"{UT ~ 3fT"t ~H~ ITT~ ITT~ ~11rt Cfi~l:C 

3fTcfiltHJ •+ft 1J,Cll i:fll~ 6 iJf)f c1i ~T~~F~ ifi" 
f ~rz ~~ er~ er{ rr~r ~f~Cfi ~~s- ilfiilT 
Cf>~~ qm ~ ~a- ~ 1 ~ti' a~~ <fi"T <fii:fhrrrr 
~C: Cf)l=qf~t Gf rft ~ ~ 3f1<: r:hn a-cv.{ Cf>Tir 

Q:_) iJfT~H ~' f~T arITT: CfiN'Jl'i"{ 11"<: q~~T 

Price Situation 

t:!:'fl" qfff ft ir~ ~t Cfi~r :qr~ffT ~ fCfi ~~ 
q,ifc:t ~ <fi"~ r qr fCfl iJfT Cfi~~in: ~tftr &1 
~ii an"{ :qr~ m, iil"t fCfi Cfit:~lT~ ~~~ 
<ti·@ ~' iJf~·ft :qif~~ ~fcllrf \3'ff~· iSl"Tt if 
31'<+:rt ~'(<] <l{r g-arr ~ 1 ~ ~~ ff~ f.flt ~r.:rr 
:crr~ar ~ fctl an~ ~fr~m srr~tr ~;:iCJtr \if T ll~ 
1982 it 462 ~T, q~ lf~ 19 8 3 ij ~Cfi"<: 
52 l ~) lfl:fT 1 arT<: ~~ I 98 3 it er~ 54 3 
~T rrl:fT I ~ a~Q ij' 11~ 1 9 8 2 fl" lf~ 1 9 8 3 
~ Gf T=t:f i=i er~ 1 2 . 8 1P}P:c ~~T ~ I ~r 

SfCfiT~ Cfir~J:f<: srr~tr ~ri<ftr ~T ~ ~~T ~ I 

~ iJfT 5IT~~\if ;sr~at 7Qt ~, ~B"CfiT ·~Cfi oft1: 
i:fl'T<:Uf it CfCl'FH =cfTQ:fl'T ~ I iJfcq anq <if ;;Jc ct!IT 
Cfl<:~ ~' ffl ~c ilYT Cfi<:ff tflll:f iJfT ~~~T 
Gf\ifc ~ c-1~11 q"{ arr11 i'CfH Cfiflff ~' ~~ 
q~B" ar'h: <SITG if 3fTl1 l:!:Cf~tCfefc:cr a:rritr B' 
:q"fiJff ~ ~lf Cif~T ~ ~ I 1 9 8 1-8 2 ~ iSTiiR: 

ifi" trQ:;q. arr~ crQ~ 2 5 o o Cfi°fr~ li~ ifi' :q-tiiJT 
~~Pi ~ f~ qif:ifTCJ~frcr arrid ~an~ 
GfiJfC ifi" ~C:- 2 6 0 0 Cfl<:T? ~qlt Cf. :q-')Qr"'f ifi" i!Tll 

~r fc:-lt 1 ~ CIT~ ~ ar1 lf ~c: itl iifT~ antR' 
5 4 0 0 tt"°it~ ~rn:t 1fi" i<fH ~TllT tn Gllr ~r 

Cfi~ CflfT fu"tz I ifQ: CfiTl1 31Ttf ~TffH Cfi"<: '\~ 

~ aIT1: ~ trTR ~ ~T :;:n;fffT ~ClT ~ I ~~ al 
~c: ?f 11Q?.f 3TTl1 {ttrr ~ ~ 31T1: ~~~HG" 

~ ii 3fTcr i!cm ~lfm ~ an?: flli~ trt~mro 
~c: ~rn ~ 1 ~ ~ B- am err' \il't ~ 
a:rrtr ~ra ~, '3"tr~ :cr~r ~ G"Tl1 ~ ~ oft'{ 
lZCfiJft~fccr arri~ ij' m 'i,ffijff ~ ~ ~ffi 
~ I 

~ ~ ~ 111 ~;rr ~rrt f~ srls'frtc-
fcrc:t 3flq CfiT qc: ~ ~ 1. ar~t 'C§OT q:qcrq-"fzr 
lfT~ i:flr ~sr~ arrrr ~ ~'h: ~mQ; ITT~ 
crnr ~ f4 f::tia;rr C:PTc "({:cr')q fcfilir tTlfT ~ 1 

\ii') ~rrr CfiT arr~~ a:rrq~ ~~ err, ~ 1 5 
~ 2 0 tp:.wc: OfTtR Cfiq ~ "RzfT & rnfc 
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i1f) ancR crlk ~T ~T' acFH 9-:~T rr~l ~T 
~ffi ~ I Cfi"R Cfi"T cPlc 16 5 ftrfoF.f;:i" c.=r' 
~~T ~T ~ 3f~ \3'B"Cfi"T 1 5 4 f irf~lf'l c:;:r Cfi"'{ 
f~lH ~ 3fT"{ lfQ ~r ~~lf \ifT arTq~ 't~T ~' 
teCfi"T 5 o i:r~e-o:c ~r a:rrr"{ arTq ~'{T <F~ ~it, 

ITT ~ ~11~CfT ~ fCfi" ~~ UtfH:TTi=f ~T ;:;fT~ifT I 

wr a"{Q" ~ ~~~ ~ iil"Tt it arrq;r 3 o9 f+ITTr-
~;:r GrJ ~ ~ ~Cfirr ~ CJQ: tfifif '{ 'EfcCfi""{ 

2 9 0 ~ 2 8 5 flfRlfif c:;:r RCfi" 3fT if~ ~ I ~~ 
Sl~rf ~ GITt it arrq Cfi~ '{~ ~ fct1 f~i 
mctwrr ~11 q:;~~ I 3fTqCf1T qcrT ~ fCfi 1 9 7 8-
7 9 ~ B"iif~ \ill"T~T CIJ_~ 51 T6<ro'l g3f f l!l"T 3fl'{ 

~« BT~ Cfi"T \ifT c:rifc: 3f1q;r ~{SfT ~T, q~ cPTc 
'lT ~~T '1Q:T ~ ~~ ~ 1 a:rTq;:r tfiT~Cf ~lf'{ 

t\WfTi=f it 1 s 4 f+ITTrirrr c:rr Cli"T c:Tif c: "{~T ~.:n 

~~ \3'tr c:r~ <fit Cfi"ir ~~ 3frt1;r 1 4 6 B" 
14 8 filf~ir.:T c:;:r Cfi""{ f ;;-irr ~ 3fl'{ qTCJ"{ 
~rf~llf-1 ~1 3 O tfUtw:c: 3fl qCfi"T Cfiil QT ~~T ~ 
~ 11rcr"{ Cfi"T ~ni~ ~ cr;:;r€£ B" ~6ft~ir~ 
srT6Cf!ffi1 3fR ~ITTT :;;rT\ifl ~ SlT6ct!ITrr q"{ ~1 
iffi"{ ~ "{~T ~ I tr~ ;:;fif~fl Ci~ 3fTq ~~~ fCli 
sr)~~wrr ifitf ~r "{~ ~ 1 ;:;rQt q"{ i'=Firf Rc: 

'lil~;fftrrr ~~d'T ~' CTT \3'H* HP.:f 3fif'{ 
srf6ct!llt=£ ~err ~rrr arR arrq ar<H c:1 ifc: ~'{T 
~, en 12~ ~ifaT ~ Pr. srr~ ~~crrforc:r 
m~ it arrq Cfi'Ttf'fTCif QT tl"Cfia- ~ I 

~fCfi"rr 3fPlCfi"T et;Q;:rr rr~ ~ ftti s:rT~Cf!ll;:r 
~r "{~T ~ 1 ftrfc"{ fcrCJr~r ~r:-g~s-r f11frr~c:"{ 
~ ~T fct; fCJ~ CfT'l B"T~l it 4- 5 Cf"{B°t:?: 

sr~;r ~ ;:;r~f 'li QlfHT cT~c 8 q'{~r:c: 

sr)sCf!lTi=f iif~R 'li"T l!l"T I 3FT"{ 3ffqct)T arqrrr 
eITTc ~ ~rrT ~ ar arr{ err~ <!l ur~r it-
arrrctiT 1 2 CR~c ~)6Cf'!(Ff iifC?Ti=fT ~TifT I 

~ iif T~ it f tfictCfiT ~ f 'f~c"{ ~;:r ;r ll~ Cfi~T 
~ foll ~ ~ cTW ,,,-~ 3f t:JTCf Cli\ «~ ~ 
~ifl'f ~ fz;r~ Ql:fT=t ~ it ~tfiT~Cf~ 
'ifff~~ 1 Q:trr~ lf~ Cf))~ Cli"T !>f)~~'!lFf ~rrr 

\41 f ~((, ~ffiq)i CfiT clfq~T Of~~') ~n:~ ~ 

~Fil ~~((, ~~fct~ftrc'T ~r ff'{Q: B- f q~r:fr 

:;;rrf~~ 1 3fif"{ arTq \3''1CfiT ~ ~n~r :;;rW ~~~ 
<t>~r ~· 3TT'{ ;:;rr ~Bmu ~ ttm~ ~ ~ ~ ~ at 
a:rrq~ c:Hil~tr 9:~ ~1 BCfia- ~ 1 ~fCfirr 1:!~etiT 
~ifffT ~ fct1 3fTCf~ ~ c:nitc;:B" !J.t ;::r~l ~T ~~ 
~ 1 ~~r Cli"HUT lf~ ~ fCfi" anq ~ ~t:tflff
~Cf~'{ CfiT oTct1 ~r sr)crT~s rr~l Cf1'{ ~ ~' OJT'1 
11;::rr ~~Tf q7: cfi;:c;rw rr~l Cfi"{ '{~ ~, arr11 
~ftfiftrc q)T~<tf~if Cfil1 ;:rQl Cfi"{ ~& ~ 1 a:rrq~ 
~'{ ~;:;re- it if CflfHc: tfiT~<if~rr iifq;crr if'{ ~, 
~!IT'fi arrcr artCfi~ ~'C9 ~r G1crr~~ 1 ~uB 51"T~

f~\if '~1 iif~cft if~ ~ 1 

~HT 3fTq tt 'SfT~'lT %. fCli 3fPTCfi"T ;~Cfi trri1 
Cf>T Cf>i~ cn~rr ~ f~~ efi~ '30T;r :;;rif~tt I 

err~ Cfilfl!1Fl ~ eri~ r ~ fct1 ~!JT it ftficrrrr ;~Cfi 
t:rrrr ~ ~B"'fi T 3fr~T\irr i1f1T ~if ~CfiCTT ~ I 3f~T 
;:r~l err ~1 UT~ ~r~ 3fTqco) qcrr :;;r~ifr fCfi" 
3fT;:;f ~!IT it ~T~c t:fi=fT ~ ;~Cfi t:fi=f T qgCf ~lfT~T 

~ 1 crt"! eriirrmrr ;r Cfi~T ~ f ct1 ~if 3ftfrrr ~<f H 
f~Cf~'{ Gl'G"~;:rr ~rrr 1 2°Cfn tc;cr:;;r'{ ct1T 
f~l=q~fq)T~ Cfi'{'lf ~ifT t ~~ f~i:rRcf~~!ITrr 

Cfi'{rf f Cf~tfT I a.rrq~ 1 9 4 6 ii lf~ fCfil!'T ~T ;:;r) 
fCfi ~tfi~ rr~T g3fT I ~~Cf!~ 3fT<H fCfll"{~ 

Cfl~ig" fc: lt ~ I arr~ lfT 3fTqCfif ~ ~\iff~ 

<F\~ ~cn:rr Qr fir~ qrirr Q)ifr 1 ~if ~ifcrr ~ 

f Cfi a:rrq rrrrr =t\ifric ~fr~n e- lfQ:t ;:;r) ~rr~~c:
itc: Cfi"{r '{~ ~ , Cf Q: t~r lf ~ ~ ;~Cfi 11rrr Cfi"T 
~;jj' C'fi "{ fcfi"{ \3' fr o~T'S:c t:rrrT ~ ~q ~ llifTi=JT 
~ I lt~T ircr ~ fct1 3fTCTCfiT ~i:s ~q'f;:;r ~ i=f R;:tr 
Cf1T fs'fRC:T~;:;rwrr Cfi'{'lf :;;rrfQ~ 1 rr~ ~Cfl' 

11;:rr UT ~qit ~ C:f s~H if ~~d"T ~ 1 Of4T"{ arr11 
HT ~r.i- ~ ;:r)c: <tlT f 6~T~CT '!i:~'l 'P"{ ~a- ~ 

err 3H11Cfi"T ~ t:rrr'T Cfi~ ct1~ ~ ~ga 
~qttfaT f ~ifr 1 lfQ: or tfi Q:T ~ f~ ~B"~ ~r 

ITTU oi:rCfi" t:f'lT ~~ ~') ~T tl"Cli"CTT ~I 3ff11Cfi"T 
tt~JT ~)~ ~ ~q if ~R=t 'li<!J:f ~T \3'0T~ ~it I 

lt'{f arrq ~ Slrqrrr ~ fCfi arr110fir qf~~ 
~ft.e-liC'l!llrr fnfell c-)c:~~r ~ Cfi""{ 'lf<n ,. ,,, 
~ 1 f~~r w~'{ act1 it ~rrrr if :q'f~ if@ 
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firiltl ~ I tfTCfT CfiT iifTCf a) 3T~tf ~r I 3TITT 
~ ~~)TifT in- f11~~ ClT~T :qr\5ff ~ crr11 ~T 
Gf~T fG"tz ~ I 3TT~ 3IT~ o cti:t' ci IJ:q:j o fl" ;;;t"fif ~ 
~ ~.,. ~~1 cr"t fi;trr~r 'fill Cfi"{ G"r ~ 1 

~lTT=t ~"!IT i:t ctf\;=ZJ;+f\ 5T~rf Cfi"Fiftr~ 

~)'lT :qrf~~ I ~T~ ~"!IT it 5TT'qff f q;Cf~Wrf 
Cfiitcr ~rrrr ~rfQ:~ 1 ~ Cfii:r ~r i:t ~~~H ~r 
~ ari"t ~~lT"t ~r "t~ 1 an er sr)~ u~ art"t 
~~+r"t ~ ~R it Cfill ~ Cfill f11f ~ itrr 'fit 

'° 
~~' 

arrcrCfit ~r fqf ;;r~tr <riitcr frr~Cfa 'fi~r 

:qrfQrJ: \ift fen 5T°':ci=ir)\i:fc ~er~ fl" ~Cfi't 

fsfRlfolf "QT;:r ~Cf~ cr<ri f crf \il~tr CfiT CfiTlT Cfi~: I 
,. 'O 

crQ ~n:r ~ir~t en: f '11T~Fff \@ arr~ ~~ f Cfi 
1p~'f ~Cfi +:rrf<fifzrr ll'"T ~)fslf a'r '1Q.1 i{t \~T 

~I 

IJ:Cfi =tff\if it anqEfi ff Tlf;:r "{~rfT =tfTQCfT ~ 
anfc:Fnfui:IB ~~aRftrc-r ~ GT1 ~ it 1 ~mt 

q;:wrfo ~rir{ctt?- c: ~ 8 1 -8 2 it ~Cfi ani"t 
f.,-Cfil~T fcfi 9 o r.r\~·c sr)s-<=f!fH ~11r~ il~tr 

it ~~T{ Cfi"T ;j'j'Tiff :qrf~iz I ~fr~ i::rric- it 
crrr~efc; CfiT ar~Bf~~c.-r <fill \3:T 11 ~ 1 an\jf Qr 
~ fs-trCfitf Cfi"{ ~ ~ 3TT~ crti Gft Glga ~HIT 
~) \~ ~ crrq; t~) Cfi"T ;srrcr <f>T ~Cfi"{ I 1(9: +r~fr~ 

~~ \ifFF\ f~ f;r~C:\ ~ lTFrT \ifGT ~ 5!,q; 
foo fCfi q-;:r~qfc; it Cfftn t~) ~T~T \ifT ~~T ~ I 
2 5 \if~r{ Cfif ~;::icflT \if CfT GT ~ f Cfi ~ trQT rfQ:T 

"' 
~ 1 ~;:Qr~ Cfi"~F ~r : 

"It is impossible to adulterate vanaspati 
with beef tallow." 

~tr~ mC!" 'lf c6r crr~r c;rra ~fri=t ifi crrC!" ~H 
tR'l if an~ +fi:il't f<fim ~ ¢fTCf CfiT 1 

~ 

Please withdraw this order. 

oFf""{ ancr ani"{ cr.r ~~~ r rrQl Cfi~~ cr) 
'i!";f "il~TH q""{ffc fro:s ~ \lfl"crr ~ m 3f1T.f 
~ q-Wc- ~f Cfiii Cfi"{ ~ ij a) '3"$ITT 

rrcrm ir~r ~) «tf!ITT ~ f Cfi ~~ it \jij' ~ ~ 
arrRfcnimwr ~efHc:T ill?r ~:s~ chr ~ ~ 
cift ~r H~<iiT't ~r <fi"{ ~(lf ~ aft"t ctl'79\'f 'li ct)) 
~Cfi i:t, ~r ij{ <iiTi:t'aT cr"t aih: IJ:~U ~i 
~~qfa ~\~ ~ for~ tr\if~ ~r ~ ~ 1 

Q:trr CfiT{ a\Cfi'hr arrcr <ii{, Q:~ Cfi1t Cfi~ arrtr 
~rtt crrfCfi" ct~t:r'5f CfiT ~Cfi ~ ~iif (iii <tc::~ iti 
f ~C?: lf iif~"{ rf QtifT 11~ I 

1. Stricter control over money supply ; 

2. Prevent huge deficit financing ; 

3. Take measures like demonetisation ; 

4. Unearthing of black money ; 

5. Refusal to have Bearer Bonds and put 
premium on black money ; 

6. Strict monitoring to ensure that 
unaccounted money is mopped up by 
licence scandals ; 

MR. D EPUTY-SPEAKER : Your sugges-
tion that there should not be currency notes 
but only coins is a very good suggestion. 

ssnirar sif q~y ci~cra : Q:m arrcr ~·~ ., 
CFff;j'j'~ f\iftrn" an;rfc: qf;;irr ~)err ilT 1 ~r 

'fi"l:~ \ifT ~rir a;:nscrr~ ~ ~ '3'1CfiT arrtr 
triifT ~ ~ 1 a;~Cfi +rrrr CFT ~ci~c Cfi~~ cr.r i;f) 
~fCf~Trf 3fl11 Cli"""{ff ~' '3"B' ff~q; lIT 3TT'1Cfil ~R 

\ifFIT :qrf~~ I ~ ct'7~l1""{ l!m i:t CfiT+:r Cfi«ff 
~ 1 ar~ir ~ir srcr.H cnT sr);scJc;:« 6:IBT ~ 1 
~~ 3f ~1f 3fiff1T f11f ;:r~') iif ~ tJTff f;!il \if Tiff 

Cf0fT ~ I lt""{T ~fCf ~ fCfi ~Cfi ttl17'{'ft 
srfu"!ffrr flff~r CfiT f rrl1Tur f<fi1n \il"TPIT 
:qrf~~ 1 \j"ff f irfrr~r ~ qr~ \ifT'fil: Q+:r artA' 
mt ~c:niff Q;;;i- ~err «~ ~ 1 

srr~ fq;cr~wrr m arrq- "{~ f~ ~

+:r~ ~ ~rf afPffu I mifc * Sf fcrfrf fa- ~ 
~~~ITTf ~ efa"fw ~ I fqf~~« ~~ 
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·~r~c: tfiT+r ~r -sftCfz:rnqr:: ~ ~r fs~ti"l:f!lFr "' ,,. "' 
~~ an:rtT ar~tr ~ "{t q~ Q:Tri1 :qrfQ:tJ: 1 
qf;~'f) fs~{~~irrrr fff~c:i:r CfIT \lT arrcr<ri) 
~qq;r ~ :qrf~~ I lTQ triif 3ffq Cfi~it a) if" 
tf '1itoT ~ fer. lll'Trf~ >l"T~H "{T~ CfiT 3fTtl ~s)~ 
Cfi"{ trCfia ~ I if 3fTWT Cfi"{Cff ~ f Cfl anq ~+fF\
GHT ~ ~«~T Cfi~it I 

~1"'t=t1 ~Qfl mQ1 (~~truz:r) : ~tiit <rirf 
GT -r1~ rr~fr ~r ~Cfi~ft ~ 3fT"{ ~~~ r.riW ~r<fiH 
m rrf. f Cfi~ B' Cf,(f T ~ f Cfi :if T +f f;lf 11 cpff z:r ('f lrf 
~an~ f'1Trr~ qf~n ;:;r~ ~ \3"~~ ~tr tl~tf~ u 
~~ft" \J~T~r q~mrrrr '30RT q~ ~~r ~ 1 ~f <fi't 

srf11ITT '1TT cr.1 ~tr qi-er ~ ~ ~~i:rcr rrQ.1 ~ fCfi 

~lt" r:i ~ m ~ ~ an 11 '1T rr ~ r q ~ lfT "lficf +f \ifT 
~)tr~ ~rr q~ f!11rfr ITTcr.H :qrc Cfi~-=rr :qrQ~n
~ ar)~ ~T<!T ~TG" Cfi1: "{QT ~ I ff~CfiH a) 
~;rr~ er.) ~rCfiil ~ f\YftJ:, ~trCfiT CfifT Cfi~ ~ 
f i?I"~, 11~z:r crf{;" CfiT ?.:T'fiil ~ fi?rtJ: Q:~ Cf"{~ crir 

C\ c. 

SflfTtr Cfi~ ~~r ~ I ~rci';;;rfrrCfi f<:.fITTUf SJUTTi?l"T 
CfiT ~t ::iCfi w:~q- ~) trCfiaT ~ er~ ~ Cfi~ 
~Qr ~ af P: ~H f~mr ii CfQ'. sr;qc~')~, CfiTtfiT 
srriRmr~ ~ aTfCfi lftcrr if 3fT+r \if"rJar CfiT ;;;r) 
arrcr"Qircr. m+rrrr g, :it ;;;r~;:r cr7t ;:z:rrref11 

"' 
ofTcf!fl:i~T~ g, ~q~(;Cf ~l trcf. I z:ifG trTcf-

urfiftli fcffr~crr SJUTT~T ii ~T ~fc: ~~ \ifTd't ~ 
f~TI"ifi fi?l"tJ: cf~ ~ ~Cfi~ ·~Fi'l fel"{ (l'Cf1 

ifiiff?.:z:rt ~~T gt ~ f jJ";:rCf.f T.fB CfiTl1 ~ fCfi ~ 
~~· fCfi 11;;7,fT CfiT fer.tr (f"(Q ~ f rr~ ::rur ~ ~©"T 

C'\ 

\ifTQ;, Cf 6.t Cf.RT ;; CfiQT ~ Q:~1 ~f.: ~Q \ifn=ft 
~ f~«~ Cf.P:!Jf +f ~lJT{ q~ ~') ~q tl" Cf.T~ 

qy.,1 ~t:'~tcr rr~r ~r trcr.m ~ 1 

i. TCfi 11~t Cf.1 fJ~CfiTCF ;;'if~ ~T ~ I +rf'Tt 
J 9 8 3 it er~ 2 94. 3 :zrr aITT: 3nhr ii crQ 
2 9 7 ~T i'flrT I 

arTI: 11i ii 304.6 am :;r;:r ti 307. J ~T 1 
"' 

11t m f \it1 ~at :qtf) lJ f ~ti~ ar01 Cfi cf."nur - . 
a:, wr sn:rr~ ~r n:Cfi <tin(Jf ~ , cr.r~ g., cr.r 
.R<it-ftrrr \ifT cr;fre~r ~r ~r & er~ ~r o;"' 

cr.nur ~ 1 i'r~ fqB>~ trT~ 2.20 >rfa- ftl)~T ~ 

Cf~ ~tr trT~ 3. 5 0 ~T ;ri:rr, :tfTCi~ 3. 2 5 ij-
~ ~ Efi\ 4 2 4 f!T tf l:l'T I 3f T\ \if"T 3F r.r q~~i:t ~ 
\Ff~ err~ tr Cfi~rrr ef11~ ~ rf~Tf i:fi \Jf iif 

3ft~a: ~"{ ~~fqt CfiT ~rqrrf ~~ \il"Hft ~ ffT 
\FfcnT crgef 3f©""{(ff ~ I ll~tfT~ ;;p) ~Cfi"{ qf~
CfH ~ ~r arflcf \jcq;:;; ~T \JfTff T ~ ;;;rcr lll'T11 CfiT 
\"fTTfT er.) Cfi~T ~T(1 f11(1at ~ err ~rtt ;;Qr 
f11~G"1, arr~ ~R:r f11i;W!aT ~ err ~r~ ;:;Q:l 
fl1(1fff I ~t;rr Cf.T ~z:r meta Cf.if ~Tar \ifT ~~t 

~ 1 ~t:1Tu ~ irftcr ~ ~r;;;r '1crz:r1;r tr 3fr;r 
crr~r :qt~ ~l:T~ rr~r trCfia- 1 ~fCfirr ~r .,@ 
~ fer. ~~CfiT~ s:p::r~t=r'!)ft~ ;:r~) ~ I tr~ CfIT~ SflTR-

!ITT~ ~, er~ sn~fa"~ >rcr. rq CfiT ~11" q:z:rr Cfi\ 
tlCfia- ~ ? Cfi"lT ~~T a~r Cf.ilT Cll(9 f-Jf;;~ 

CfiH lJf Cfi"(l~T <! o <fiT ~~ ~) \if"TffT ~ I ~~ 

3f~TCfT GJ~t:=II §~ 3fTGfT~T iifT ~~~T CfiT ff~~ 
Q:?fmr ~~ (Sf1 lt 9'Z ~ I 3flJ ~ ~ffCfiT 1 ~T ~TCfiT 
a) +i~ 1f~ ~t<flrrr :;f°!Ff.i?I" ~)rrr 1 

\ifT fcr~!ITT ~ 'flT~t cr.r+ra- q~ t=rTIHrr 3fTtrTff 

~)~n ~ \jtf~ il"T ?l:f crf.]" ~)rrr g I ~t=rfoftJ: 
arrz:rra 9iT aft;T~ Cfl'T Cf1+r Cfi~;;r :q1f Q: TT 1 B"f cn;:r 
ir~ l1crc;rar ;:r~r g fCF tr~CfiH +r~z:r er~ f '1?l~ur 
rrel "ffl 1 fH'fiT?: 'fir ~rfl:Rcr g <F~ l1(7lT er~ . . "' 
f.n:f~ur f Cf.l:fT \JfTtJ: I ff~CfiT~ ~ \ifT ar~r fi?l"f<.fq-
rs~r ~fwr.rr 'fit 'Cf'Crz:rr ~ q~ tr~r~'i"tz:r ~ 1 \if'~ 
~r ~r cr.T sr~r~ ~tar ~ an~ 11t;r arfa<fi ~telr 
~ ar i1~rr1~ i3:TeiT ~al"~ ~l\T!:f tr~CfiT~ trr~ tfiT 

Gf~ 5f~Cf Cfi~c;r ~ f\if"trB" ~~ l1~ll"T~ CfiT 5fi:f.Tcr 
m\if ~ r.:r-.:r;:rr q~;;:rr ~ 1 aft~ r.rl\if ;:rr ~ ·~ft ~~ 
trni;;i-1 cr.r \jf~~a ~ra"r ~. '3"tr~ forJJ: ~1 ~it 

~~ Cfi\;:i"T q~CfT ~ f <JJt=r~ il~fTT~ Cf(9CfT ~ I 

srgr;:r ll3fT fjmTT ~t "t~c=rr ~ ar1~ \ifT 2 o 
~t CFrd ~11 B' ¥T g{ lfT\ifrrr~ ~ ~ sr~n 
CFT ClTJ:IT srrrfcr ~)err ~ a-r \3'HCfi fi?l"JJ: f :q;:c;r 

srCfic Cfi~a-r ~ Cf ll'ffCfi 2 o ~;rr CfiT~Cfili tr~TCfT 

'3'i=lJ_i?l"rr ?fi f i?l"JJ: tJ:Cfi l1Tf'A"l1 ~ 3fT<: 'if) ~QT Cfi1" 
'&ft f;:r~::rur it ~~ HCfiCfT ~ CfJ.iffCfi ~ Cfi~~11 
~llrcrr cr1J iii' ctill;;;r)~ ~TlIT it f~~ (ft ~ 
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i;rp:frur ih" lll"Q.~T ~i:;r ii ~;; liT~'lT3fT ~ 

i!filliFcrrrrr q;r q;r+r "{TZTli tr\Cfi"T~T Cfi"T ~TllT 

rn:rr ~ 1 BfCfirr ~tr;t, forQ; ~ii" ff+F~ ~~nfq~ 

Cfi"FfT 'tfTfQ:~ 3lT\ ~&";;T ~rfQlt fCfi fCfiff a~ 
~ lf~ f;;zif ~cr <fl~ arrcr ~r:rcrr Cffr \T~c:r 

C\ 

~=t:ff ~Ffia- ~ I 

~f~ li~ ~ \;f~\ Cfi"~a-r ~ f Cfi Of Pl 3ff~l=IT 
<pr \ifT ~ll" wf tTcr ~ \jff Cfir ~hrn g~ ;Jt") arrfirtfi 
f"{trTliff ~r ;Jff ~cr.~r ~ erQ ~:-fr :qifQ'.~ a:r'h: 
l=f ~rr crf:s q:;) f.:p:i:;rur "i:f ~T~ ~ f~l! \;!") f \il";:~irr 

.... i: • 

r.r.r ;:i:rr:rcr-i:r mq:izr'ficrr'J'. ~ \j;:r~r ~rrrr CfiT .... 
~~ocr Cfi\T~ cr.r oz:r;:rp.n <fl\:rrT :qrfQ~ 1 

~~~\ r.r):rr=ir6fl or.) CfiT<:rT~~(i 'fi\~ ~ f~Q; 

;;r.fo;=JT~liT ~ GlTCf'3f~ s:r!7f11rrrzr Cf.PT Cf)\ \~T .... 
~ I 

~~ ~r~ ?i" ~T -i:rc:r rr~l ~ 1 Qif ~~r 5ifrrrffTT 

~r;rT, tif;; f~ 1:f"3fr tRrr cr.r qartt fer. er~ 
lf~lfT{ CfiT Cfi"Taf if Cfi~ iif; fuQ; Cf !:1 T \3"C1Tli Cfi\: 

• 0 

~~ I 

SHRT SUNTL MAITRA (Calcutta North 
East) : Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, the hon. 
Finance Minister in hi~ tatcment pretends 
to exude confidence, but at the end of his 
statement, in the last p<1ragrnph of his 
sta temen t, he cautions us aga inst com pla-
cency and hints that every possible step 
should be taken against inflationary trend . 
In hi st:i tement he h:.i tried hi s very be t to 
juggle wi th the figures and pre ent before 
the country a position as if it has real1y been 
pos~ib l e for the Government to contai n 
inflation and contain spiralling of prices. 
In attempti ng to do so, very select ively and 
carefully he has taken a time spa n in o rder 
to arrive at certain conclusio ns which will 
substa ntiate his a rgu ments. F r example, 
he says : 

"In the 11-week period from 14th 
May to 30th July, 1983, wholesa le 
prices increa ed by 2.:S per cent which 
is sign:fican tly lower than the increase 
of 5.4 per cent during the same period 
in 1982-83 ... " etc., etc. 

I do not see what is the justification for 
his picking up the date of 14th May, why 
he should start his exercise of asses ing the 
price rise from 14th May. 1st April is the 
heginning of every financal year. 28th 
February is the pre entation of the Budget. 
The figures of 26th February are available. 
I could have understood if he had taken 26th 
February ; I could also have understood if 
he had taken J st April, the beginning of the 
financi al year . But, instead, he has taken 
14th May, becau e that i the most conve-
nient time for hi m. 1f he takes the time 
span between 14th May and 30th July, it 
suits his purposes. Now I will give you the 
figures. 1f you take, in ·tead of a I 1-week 
period, a 23-week period beginning from 
the 26th February 1983, because on 28th 
February you placed your Budget, to 6th 
Augu t, 1983-that is the late, t fig ure ; when 
you made the sta tement, it was not avai-
lable, but now it is ava ilable-the ra te of 
inflation comes to i'. J 2 per cent, not your 2. 5 
percent. If you take 1983 alone, from 
January 1983 to the week ending the 6th 
August, 1983, then the price increase per 
month comes to 4.01 per cent, not 2.5 per 
cent. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker, he has taken all 
these figures and made all calculations to 
arrive at certain conclusions. Actually he 
hnd arrived at the conclu ion fir t and then 
he tried to fix up the premises, he went 
backward ; it is a sort of inverted logic that 
he has propounded in his statement. 

Because the time is very short, I will go 
over from the wholesale price index to the 
consumer price index. What is the situation 
in consumer price index ? As Mrs. Pramila 
Dandavate was saying, actua lly the market 
prices as renccted in the consumer price in-
dex are not reflected in the wholesa le price 
index. 

D ay before yesterday, I myself went to 
Karol Bagh and purch ased one kg. of 
potato. It cost me Rs. 2.00. Yesterday the 
same quantity of potato cos t me Rs. 3/. 
This is a fact. 

PROF. MAOHU DANDAVATE: This 
is excluding the transport charge. 

SHRI SUNlL MAITRA : That is right. 
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So far as the consumer price index is concer-
ned, I have got with me the statistics for a 
ten year period prepared by your Labour 
Bureau-Labour Bureau of the Government 
of India. It has been published in the Indian 
Labour Journa1. If you really study the 
trend of prices in the consumer price index, 
the situation that arises, the picture that 
arises, is really something very fearful. It 
is not that I am here just to spite the 
Government or to abuse it or to vilify the 
Government. I am not saying this for the 
sake of criticism. There is this dangerous 
trend that is appearing. Jn 1983, if you take 
three months, somewhere in his statement, 
he has stated that due to seasonal variation, 
there is some price rise. If you compare it 
backwards, then I say that your seasonal 
variation argument will not stand, excepting 
marginally. In the month of April, the 
Consumer Price Index was 508 with 1960 as 
the base year. Thea, in the month of May, 
it shot up to 521-a 13 point rise in one 
month in the all-India Average Index. It 
has never happened in the past except in 
1974. Please check up my statement. I 
have been studying this and so T have 
been telling you that there was a 13 point 
rise in one month. 

You will find that only in 1974, between 
August-September, the rise wa s of 13 
points- from 321 it rose to 334 points. And, 
in between 1974 and 1983, in all these years, 
you will find that in one month there was 
an increase registering a 13 point rise. What 
happened in the month from May to June ? 
As aga inst 521 registered, the rise was of 
12 points. le shot up to 533 points. What 
was the trend in 1974 ? This was the trend 
in 1974 and your Government could not 
control it. In June 1975, there was the 
emergency. In any society, economy is the 
foundation and on it is built the political 
and social superstructure. The superstru-
cture shows signs of cracks when the foun-
dation starts subsiding. This was what 
happened in 1975 which led to emergency 
and the rape of democracy. Similar situa-
tion we are approaching because of tlie 
rising prices in the year 1983 . (/nterruptinns) 
J am not bolding any brief for the Janata 
Government. So far as economic issues 
are concerned, we fi nd no difference between 
the Congress Party Government and the 
Janata Governm~nt. But it sbould be to 

their credit all through the prices were more 
stable in the year 1977-78. Mr. Dev, this 
has been published in your journal. You 
did not study it. How can I help an igno-
rant man. Please read it and study it, Mr. 
Dev. (Interruptions) What are the reasons 
for the unchecked price spiral ? What is 
the reason for this- firstly it was due to a 
continuous increase in the indirect taxes. 
In 1950, we used to pay Rs. 62 crores by 
way of excise duty and 111 this 
year's budget it is more than Rs. 
9,000 crores. What is the excise duty, 
Mr. Minister ? Jn the morning when I get 
up and take a cup of tea, for tea leaves I pay 
excise duty and for sugar I pay excise duty. 
When I smoke a cigarette I pay excise duty 
on it and also excise duty on the match 
stick. For medicines I pay excise dury and 
when 1 die and my body is wrapped up in a 
piece of new cloth then 1 pay excise duty 
for the new cloth. This is the excise duty 
and the result is price rise. 

Next is inflation. One of the biggest 
sources of inflation is deficit financing. 
Leave aside your budgetary deficit. What 
about your supplementary budget. I happen 
to be the Chairman of a parliamentary 
committee. It so happens that I have been 
the member of this parliamentary committee 
for the last three years. Now, I am reali-
sing the impact of your budgetary exercises 
to my utter dismay. During my college 
days it was not taught to me that a budget 
can be dragged on for 3-4 years. Then with 
how many suplemcntary budgets you come 
and after 2-3 years you persuade this House 
to sanction excess expenditure. Therefore, 
your usual figures of deficit are not the real 
figures. The figure goes on increasing and 
nobocly has calculated what is the actual 
amount of deficit in a particular year. That 
may be ascertained after 4.5 years. The 
more the inflation the more the price 
rise. 

Thirdly, you a llow the monopoly capita-
lists to go on minting more and more profit 
because in order to develop capitalism in the 
country you want to accumulate capital 
and the principle of elementary economics 
is that the more the profit the more the 
capital. Sir, when the Britishers left this 
country the total assets of the Tatas and 
Birlas were Rs. 60 crorcs and today it i& 



397 Discussion on Store 
Price Situation 

BHADRA 3, 1905 (SAKA) Discussion on Store 
Price Situation 

more than Rs. 3,000 crores. It is as a con-
sequence of the planned policy of 1be 
Government of India which they have been 
following for the last 36 years. The result 
is that monopolists have amassed wealth by 
jacking up prices and your policies are 
squarely responsible for this price rise. 

Sir, the Finance Minister in his statement 
has stated that some measures have been 
taken to mop up excess liquidity. What is 
the reason for this excess liquidity in the 
economy he has not stated. Apart from 
other reasons, yesterday when I was listening 
to your submission in the Swraj Paul debate 
you stated in your reply that every month 
more than Rs. 100 crotes are coming to this 
country. If every month Rs. 100 crores are 
coming to you then are Rs. JOO crores being 
matched by equal amount of goods and 
services ? Jf it i~ not so, then there is bound 
to be excess liquidity and what are you going 
to do about the excess liquidity ? This 
quack way of trying to hold the price line 
will not succeed as it has not succeeded 
earlier. 

I am not going into the impact of exter-
nal borrowing on the price situation in the 
country ? It has got a very great adverse 
impact. If today it is not f cit, I am sure, 
by 1985-86 and 1986-87 the impact of your 
external borrowing will be felt by the 
economy as a whole, in the form of tremen-
dous ri~e in prices. You should not go in 
for these borrowings. So, what is to be 
done ? Have you developed the public 
distribution system as you promised ? No. 
You have not done it. What is the condi-
tion of the public distribution system today ? 
Mrs. Dandavate stated that in the public 
distribution system nothing is available. 
Even your your existing public distribution 
system is being dismantled. I would like 
to refer to Unstarred Question No. 772 
da tcd 16th July .t 982. The question asked 
was : "How many fair price shops were 
increased in the country during the last three 
years ?" Your answer says this : "1 Q80, 
2.75 Jakhs ; 1981, 2.97 Jakhs, 1982, 2.84 
lakhs." This is from your answer. I am 
quoting it. Is this the way of expanding 
your public distribution system ? You assu-
red us that you would take this seriously ; 
you have not done it, your Government has 
aot taken it seriously. J suggest to you to 

take the following immediate steps : 

Number one : You should strengthen 
your public distribution system. 

Number two : You should resort to natio-
nalisation of wholesale trade in foodgrains. 
You will have to do it ; there is no escape 
from it. That is the only way. 

Number three : You should procure at 
least 14 essential commodities of daily life 
like rice, wheat, pulses, soap, edible oil and 
~o on,·-you should procure it centraHy and 
supply them to the States and fix their prices 
within the purchasing power of the people ; 
you must distribute them through fair price 
shops. The hon Minister, l know, while 
replying to my points,-if he cares to refer 
to them, would say, where is the money 
needed for such a huge subsidy, I would 
just like to draw your attention to the 
ASIAD jamboree which took place in 
Delhi. At that time you decided to const-
ruct a Ring Railway around the city of 
Delhi ; it cost you Rs. 33.41 crores. The 
projection by the Housing Minister, Shri 
Buta Singh-he is coming in now-was this. 
The projection was that 2.80 Jakhs people 
would travel by this Ring Railway. But 
what is the position now ? The hon. Rail-
way Mihistcr gave me reply in writing. In 
reply to my unstarred question, he says that 
only 209 persons have been using the Ring 
Railway daily today. This is the present 
position. Instead of the projection of 2.80 
lakhs people, the present number of people 
who travel is only 209. You have spent 
already more than one thousand crore ... You 
cannot plead you have no money. You have 
money. You have squandered public 
money unnecessarily. Jf you have a sense 
of responsibility and obligation to the people 
to whom you pledged at the time of the 
election, then one of your !main and impor-
tant measures is to hold the price line. 
Please do have some sympathy for the 
common people, for the weaker sectio ns and 
please accept the suggestions which I have 
made. 

~T ~~m ~T?ra ( ~~T) : m;:r;ft1r 
'3'tfT"Ael '1f T, arm ~pnt cre:r 3fl1: f <r1e:r ~ 
f ~"511 ~ \1fT ~a- q~r ~ 'f1Q:T, ifrrr;=i-rzr f cr 
#?rr 1n:r \ill ~ci:fc I 8 Oflrf{t' Cfi) ~~ ~ 
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'31IT~e1 l1Q~1 iJf~ ~~ lTT :q"Ff~ ~ ~11" 
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~~err ~ aft~ crQ: ~'C9 arf gi:fi tl~crH Cf)~;?\" ~ 
forq '3'ctrTfQ:a ~)ar ~ 1 ~fcfi";; iJf~ :arr :qf\if) 
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SHRI RAVJN D RA VARMA (Dombay 
North) : M r. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, in his 
stateme nt to the H ouse, my hon. friend, 
the Finance Minister has been moderate 
in his cla ims. He has cla imed that there 
has been some modera tion in the prices of 
some commodities fo r some time. He does 
not deny that the whole sa le price index 
es well as the consumer price index is cons-
tantly on the climb ; be only says tha t he 
bas been able to regulate the gradient and 

..control the &radieot for some time ; he docs 

not hold forth any promise that the present 
tlend will continue. Therefore, in a sense 
there is an incipient confession of lack of 
confidence about his own ability to control 
prices in the statement that he has made 
before the House. 

The hon. Fin::ince Minister may be well-
known for the nimbleness ,of his fingers when 
he picks the pockets of the tax-payers. 
But there are certain figures, which cannot 
be juggled away even by the nimble fingers 
that my hon. friend has. 

The wholesale price index has been 
continuously rising during the last six 
months, except for a week or so in April-
May. The consumer price index has been 
continuous!; rising at a much fa ster rate 
than the wholesale price index. The hope of 
the Finance Minister that the low rate of 
increase of the wholesale price index would 
be reflei;ted in the consumer price index 
has been belied. Tt appears that the infec-
tion has spread from one to the other, or 
both were simultaneously infected by my 
hon. friend 's policks. Doth the wholesale 
price index and the consumer price index 
have been ascending uninterruptedly. Jn 
fact, the ascent has been more steep in the 
case of essential commodities that affect 
the common man, the poorest of the poor, 
like food, cereal s, r ice, vegetables, milk, 
egg, fish, meat, tea and kero ene. You have 
raised more revenue through increasing 
administered prices in the last !hree years 
than through additional measures of taxa-
tion. 

I do not deny the value of the wholesale 
pricl.' index. I am sure my hon. friend will 
agree with me when I say that there seems 
to be a dual process of distill at io n and rari-
fication of the reality. The wholesale price 
index does not reflect the impact of the 
inflation on the common man ; to some 
extent the consumer price does. nut, I am 
afraid, even the consumer p rice index c:rnnot 
convey the real impact of inflation on the 
common man, especia lly on the retail prices 
of essential commodities . My distinguished 
colleague, the hoo . Member for Dombay 
Cen tral North very ably referred to this 
point. I do not, therefore, have to tarry 
there. 

But I would like to point out to my boo. 
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friend two things. First of ·all, when he 
makes a point to point comparison, perhaps 
he thinks that he is on a very strong wicket. 
But these points are not permanent points 
in terms of time, in the parameters of time . 
So, before the ink is dry on the statement 
that he placed before the House, he is belied 
by the increase in the co nsumer price index 
as well as the wholesale price index. I am 
afraid, I cannot agree with him when he 
says that after May there has been consi-
derahlf' moderation, and the moderation 
continut-s to remain so. 

Sir, with your indulgence, I would like to 
refer to a statement that was made by the 
hon . Minister of Food about the percen-
tage variation in the wholesale prices of 
selected commodities during the last six 
months. These are not culled from any 
newspaper, these a rc not concocted by the 
opposition, these :ire figures which the hon. 
Food Minister placed before the House- I 
shall not read everything- : Rice 13 per 
cent; bajra 17.4 per cent; maize 16.4pcr 
cent ; ragi 14.8 per cent ; rnoong 20 per 
cent ; pota toes 53.4 per cent ; oranges-let 
us not talk of them ; should we ?-95.2 per 
cent. Kerosene- 6.4 per cent ; tea, which 
is the common man's drink,-to this even 
my friend from Garhwal would agrec-56.8 
per cent ; maida-12.6 per cent ; gur- 28.2 
per cent ; groundnut oil 7.6 per cent ; cement 
10.3 per cent. And as you must have seen 
in the newspapers there is a threat in Delhi 
that the price of bread will go up by 25 per 
cent. 

Apart from these figures which the hon. 
Minister has given, if you loo k at the prices 
of commodities in the different parts of our 
country-my h n. friend will, of course, say 
that it is very difficult to give figures about 
each State or each city, but I have a right 
to talk about my constituency which is very 
near to his constituency in the otl1er 
House,-Sir, if you look at retail prices in 
Bombay, you will see that in one year, rice 
has gone up by 55.6 per cent, wheat 25 per 
cent, jowar 13.3 per cent, potatoes 20 per 
cent, onions 33 per cent, tea 25 per cent etc. 
I quote these figures only to show that the 
statement mady by the hon. Minister of 
Food as well as these 6gures show a danger-
ous trend. For my hon. friend to hug the 
wholesale price for comfort is, therefore, .to 
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hug a double distilled ·illusion, and to allow 
the hallucination of rarefied figures to extin-
guish his touch with reality. 

Now, my hon. friend can claim that 
there are two ways in which this problem 
can be tnckled . I shall quote : ''Higher 
production and adequ ::ite availability of the 
commodities are the most effective answers 
to the problem of inflatio n". No question. 
Increasing productio n and immunising the 
consumer through the public distribution 
system are his recipe. Agreed. The next 
step is the mopping up of excess liquidity 
in the system by raising thr? cash reserve 
ratio. 

Sir, the goods anri serv ices in the economy 
must bea r a certain hea lthy relationship 
with the vo lume of money in circulation, 
but the Govern ment's acts of omission and 
commission have made the most specta-
cular cdntribution to the upsetting of this 
ba lance. The ra te of growth of industrial 
production, my hon. friend will agree, has 
fallen, in spite of hi s efforts, not merely 
became o f drought, fro m 8.3 per cent to 
3.2 per cent or so, but because 'of the 
failure in infra tructural services, and the 
under-utilisation of insta lled capacity. 
My hon. friend might have read the other 
day an observation by the FJCCI or so 
that under-utilisation is responsible for loss 
of production to the tune of Rs. 10,000 
crorcs which might have yielded the Gov-
ernment Rs. 3000 crores imagi na ry revenue. 
The under-utilisation of installed capacity 
in the generation of electricity alone, the 
World Bank has sa id, ha led to a loss of 
Rs. 60 million in terms of production. Sir, 
I shall leave it at that. 

But what are these acts of omission and 
commission ? M y hon. fri end from Bombay 
Central ( North) and Calcutta North (East) 
have referred to tbesc. Fir tly, the overall 
budgetary deficit of the Centre and the 
States has been of the order of nearly Rs. 
10,000 crores . 1 am no t shocking the hon. 
Ministe r, I hope. I looked up the Economic 
Survey before com ing in. And excluding 
the esti ma te for the current year it is Rs. 
7 ,400 crores plus Rs. 1,500 cro res or what-
ever it may turn out to be for the last 
year. 

Se.condly, the Government has increased 
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its reliance on indirect taxation raising the 
percentage of indirect taxation to well over 
85 per cent. Thirdly, the Government has 
made no appreciable effort to reduce waste-
ful and pompous expenditure. I shall not 
refer to the ASIAD. But in answer to a 
question of mine, figures were given of the 
difference between the estimated expendi-
ture on the building of the stadia and the 
complexes and the actual expenditure, and 
as my hon. friend might very well know, 
the difference has comes to more than Rs. 
500 crores. Fourthly, the Government has 
not been able to check smuggling which, 
it is estimated, is of the order of nea rly 
Rs. 7000 crores. Neither he nor I can claim 
expertise on this subject and, therefore, I 
do not think I should hold him to any-
thing. 

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRl 
PRANAB MUKHERJEE) : I am prepared 
to give the expertise to you. 

SHRI RA YINDRA VARMA : Well, I 
know. But my fr iend, yo u know very well 
that in the State tha t you have the honour to 
reorese'nt in the other House, the President 
of your parry' accused a Mi nister of the 
Government of that Sla te belonging to 
)OUr Party of smu ggling, and harbouring 
smugglers and holding br icks of smuggled 
gold, and challenged the G overnm.:nt to 
raid his house. W hether you did it or not, 
you know better than I do . 

The seco nd po int he has made is about 
the control of liq uidity. It is a very irnpor-
tant question. It is no exagge ration to say 
that the G overnment seems to have taken 
its ha nd off the ru <l er, the steering wheel. 
Liquidi ty, as my h n. friend has pointed 
out, lies not only in the money available 
with the ba nk . Dia ck mo ney, is a very 
important source of liq uid ity. H ere again 
my hon. friend may n t be able to talk with 
autho rity on black mo ney, but certa inly he 
is awa re of tbe es tima te R s . 10,00L; to 40,000/-
crorcs o r R s. 20,000 to Rs. 40,000 crores . 
The Voluntary D isclosure Scheme, demo-
netisa tion o f no tes of high J enominatio u, 
special bearer bonds-fi rst innings, second 
innings, have no t led us to a o lution of the 
problem . Like Ashoka on the ba ttle fie ld of 
Kalinga, after their elecural victory my hon. 
friend's G ov rnmeot, seems to have been 
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overcome by infinite · compassion for the 
barons of black money. T hey dare not touch 
them. If you are earnest about controlling 
black money, I would apper.1 to you to 
appoint a high powered commission which 
will go not only into how to tackle black 
money after it has been generated but also 
how to plug the loopholes from which it 
flows. If the Government is earnest, I hope 
they will do it. If you do not control 
black money, then how can you control the 
volume of money in circulation ? If you 
plug a certain hole in the white money 
area, then black money will flow into fill 
up the vacuum. My hon. friend knows 
this much better than I do. 

He talks of bank credi t and raising the 
cash reserve ratio from 8 to 8.5. But he 
knows very well that a good part of bank 
credit go s to the G overnment, and another 
part goes to the comm rcia l sector whicti 
includes the pu blic sector. For lack of time 
I do not quote figures in deta il. But I must 
point o ut to him that in the full year L 982-
83 the increase in the Govern ment share of 
bank cred it was 15 %, and that in the com-
mercial secto r was J5.06%. But from 
31.3.1983 to 1.7. 1983 the increase in the 
Government sha re was 8.1 %, while that 
of the com mcrci3l sector was 4.1 %. For 
lack of time I do no t go further into it. 
My hon. friend wi ll realise tha t squeezing 
the c.:omrnercial sec tor alone, without any 
similar effort on the pa rt of the Government 
sector, may o nly mean the generation of 
recessionary trends a nd further under-utili-
sa tion. The eff ... ct of lMF conditionalities 
may result in your maintaining the ceiling 
of credit but yo ur !iCCtoral allocations of 
cred it may go awry as they have already gone 
awry, as my hon. fri end knows very well. 

I have to refer to more points. One is the 
rol e of administered price. In tbe last ten 
years administered prices have gone up by 
21 5%, while fr~e market prices went up by 
B 7%. lo 1980-81 a rte r my hon. friends 
Government ca me, the whole-sa le prices of 
all commodities increased by J6.7 % , admini-
stered prices increased by 26.2% and their 
contribution to lhe genera l increase was 
34.6% . In 1981-81. all commodities increas-
ed by 2.4 %, administered price increased 
by 4.6 %, making a 64.2% contr ibution to tbe 
total. I n 1982-83 it is the same-4.4% and 
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4.6. % and 26% . There have been massive 
increases in the administered prices of all 
commodities which provide the base for 
infra-structure. M y hon. fr iend knows the 
chain reaction that th is causes all along the 
line. When you increase the prices o f petrol 
and diesel, cern a t, steel, coal, fertili sers and 
the rates of e lectr ic ity, fre ights and fares, the 
cost of essentia l goods and services soa rs up. 
If you raise administered prices but do not 
increase prod uc tion , you end up with a high 
capital output ra tio. 24% of the G .N.P. is 
invested to-day lQ achieve a growth rate 
of2%. 

I sha ll not refe r to the steep ri c;e in the 
prices of essentia l commodities . But I shall 
point out to my R t. Hon ' ble friend that out 
of 66 items that go in to t he consu mer price 
packet, 49 items have registered a steep rise. 

I shall conclude by referr ing to the public 
distribution system which is very impo rta nt, 
as my hon. friend has po inted out. It seems 
that the number of hops are 28,000 or have 
been reduced fro m 29,000 to 28,000. 

My hon. fr iend'5 colleague , the Minister 
of F ood i not sugar-coated in h is expres-
sion, as the hon . M inis ter of Fina nce is. 
He said tha t the Governmen t co uld procure 
only 12.5 % of the p roduction. The demand 
on the pub lic di. tribu tion sys tem has increa-
sed beca use of th e increase in the number 
of fair pric shops , beca use o f drought and 
because of the inc rease in the free m a rket 
price. The demand is app roximately 1.75 
million tonnes per mo nth. T he G overn-
ment's own e t imate is 1.50 million to nnes 
but the supply is 1.1 5 millio n tonnes. Now, 
Sir, this means tha t a good number of peo-
ple cannot avail of the services of the public 
distribution syst em. I :'lm no t referring to 
the ques tion tha t mv ho n . friend from there 
referred to. The fact is that the public 
distribution system covers only a pa rt of the 
population of this country, na turall y in the 
utban areas and even in the e public distri-
bution outlets, you often find tha t yo u do 
not get rice, you do no t get suga r and you 
do not get ma ny of the commodities which 
are supposed to be distri buted through that 
system. You know tha t there is a subsidy 
of Rs. 800 crores . The differe nce between 
the procurement price and the is ue price of 
the consumers, on the basis of Rs. 30 per 
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quintal for 12 million tonnes works out to 
Rs. 360 crores. Now, Rs. 800 crores and 
Rs. 360 crores tota l up to Rs. 1160 crores.' 
In spite o f this total expendirure, what is 
the benefit to the common man ? How 
many do we reach ? Will not my hon. 
friend agree that it is to tally inadequate and 
incommensurate with the gravity of the pro-
blem and the dimensions of the probleII) 
that have been created because of inflation 
and the increase in prices ! 

I will conclude by referring to one factor. 
I have high respect for my hon. friend 
especia lly when he is of eq u hie temper. He 
says tha t the G overnment h as "responded 
by making arrangements to import some 
rice and to step up release o f foodgrains and 
edible oil to the public d istribution system.'' 
He creates an impress ion, he wants to create 
an impressio n in o ur m inds tha t the public 
distribution is a veritable boon, and that it is 
the bigges t insura nce aga inst the effects of 
inflation, tha t it will, therefore, enable us to 
pilot the boa t of our domestic budget 
through the tu rbulen t wa ters churned up by 
inflation. But what does the F ood Minister 
say ? The Food M inister says, in answer to 
a Questio n in this H ouse on 22nd August-
is should be the la test thi nking of the 
Government : 

"The a llocations fro m the Central 
pool a re only supplementary in nature 
and the needs o f the population have 
to be met thro ugh free-market 
mechanism supplemented by the 
publ ic distribution system." 

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA : See, right hand 
does not know wha t left hand is doing ! 

SHRI RA VINDRA VARMA : Mr. 
Chairman, it mea n tha t my ho n. friend, 
the Food Mini tcr has wa hed his hands off 
like Pontius Pilate. I do not know who has 
po ured the water. H e says, I cannot under-
write the public di stribution of the State ; 
You fend for yourself. We cannot give 
you. You find food from the open market." 
Will this not lead to increase in price and 
will this not lead to driving the poor from 
the so-called public di stribution system to 
the mercies of the ope n ma rket ? If this will 
not, what will ? Therefore, I would request 
my hon. friend, though he has been verJ 
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moderate in the claims that he has made, to 
be more vigilant . He cla ims that he has been 
keeping watch. There is a famous line from 
Rabindra N ath T agore : 

"Much watching bas made my sight dim." 

I hope much watching and mounting futile 
vigil does not make his sight dim. 

PROF. NARAIN C HAND PARASHAR 
(Hamirpur) : Sir, the ri e in prices is a cause 
of serious concern for a ll sides. But it is an 
irony of the ti me tha t the friends from the 
Opposition side do not even welcome the 
good measures adopted by the Government 
w contain the price rise. Such a good 
measure as the effort to mop up liquidity has 
also not pleased Mr. Varma . 

SARI RAVTNDR A VAR M A : Professo r, 
I said, ''Jt is not adequate''. I did not say, 
"It is not good". 

PROF. NARAIN CHAND PARAST--lAR: 
We think it is adequate and the dec ision 
taken on 22nd August, 1983 by ra ising it up 
to 8% ratio i a good thing tha t has been 
done. l s it adequa te or no t, time will tell. 
But your attempt i to . c in it an a ttempt to 
squeeze the commercia l sector a nd becau ~e 
of more of th expenditure, more of the 
investmen t on the public sector is hard ly a 
point that can be considered a a v:i lid 
criticism. So. I would welcome the step taken 
by the hon. M inister. 

Similarly, two or three other steps have 
been announced by him, an attempt to 
import ri ce and to pu t it in the public 
distribut ior. system, reduct ion in the price 
of ferlil i er by 7.5 per cent nnd increa . e in 
su pport pr ice in certa in ca5~ so that that 
may lead to increased produ 11on. These are 
all the a ttempts tha t the Gove:nmc nt have to 
make. But there arc many other things 
which have to e done hy the people at 
large. 

Our economy in th is cou ntry i · primarily 
dependent upo n easonal fac tors, u pon the 
vasa ri s o f nature and most often ur n .the 
whims o f our frien d on the o ther S!de. 
Whereas a drough t hac: been there. floods 
have been there, and ull these arc adversely 
a1fecti ng our economy and, therefore, in a 
way :contributing to the price r i c in this 

country, on the other side, the agitations 
are also contributing in no less a measure to 
the price rise. I would just refer to one 
point. On 17th June, in the north-west 
India, the prosperous States like Punjab and 
Haryana were subjected to the cancellation 
of trains. As many as 37 trains were-cancel-
led for one day and again on 29th August, 
there is another attempt. Sometimes, there 
is an a ttcmpt to immobilise the economy of 
this country ar.d there is another attempt 
al so in that directi on. So, all these attempts 
are to be weathered by our economy which 
is dependent on vagar ies of nature. In spite 
of this, we arc happy, not to the extent to 
which we are ha ppy, hut we are contented 
anj satisfied lha t the dTorts of the Govern-
ment are in the ri ght di rectio n. 

Our appea l to the fr iends on the opposite 
side is that th y should a lso sec as to what 
will be the effect of para lysi ng the system of 
transportation for such a long period of 
time and su bjecting the entire economy of 
our country and the entire market mechan-
ism to st ra in which our economy will not be 
able to bear. 

Of course, there is much cnt1c1sm against 
the public distribution system. Nobody on 
th is side cl ai ms tha t it is h und red per cent 
efficient and hundred per cent perfect. Hut 
it is a relevan t poin t tha t we have to 
consider. Basica lly, the de is ions taken by 
the Govern men t, when it was their Govern-
ment, are al so res pons ible for the rise in 
price. It has been sta ted by the hon. 
Minister in hi s own sta tement made on 18th 
August that the gold that wa., auctioned, 13 
tonnes of gold that was auctioned, for Rs. 86 
crores, would have been worth R s. 220 crores 
in D ecem ber, 1980. You thi nk of the amount 
of loss . lt may be notional, whatever it is. 
But it is there for you to see what harm you 
have done to our economy and the amount 
of loss subjected to our economy. 

All these factors ::i re responsible for the 
price rise . Let us look :it the Economic 
Reviews which a re ava ilab le in the Parliament 
Li brary for the last 5 or 6 years as to which 
is the yea r when the price rise has been the 
sh:i rpes t. Everybody will agree that it was 
in t 979 tha t the price r ise w::i s the sharpest. 
Therefore, we had to take over the economy 
in a bad shape and, from that bad shape, we 
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have ried to restore it to good shape or to 
whatever normal shape that we have been 
able to do. 

The very fact that rains are not there ; the 
water level in the lakes has gone down and 
the generation of electricity from the hydel 
sources is not enough, all this is a strain on 
qur economy · over which neither they nor 
we have any control. Jf the rains do not 
come, if the water level goes down, if the 
generation of electricity falls below the norm-
al level, is it the fault of the Government ? 
It is the seasonal strain that we have to 
bear. 

Similarly, there are other things also. If 
there is a drought, if there are floods, 1t is 
the crop that suffers. You look at our areas, 
in States like Himachal Pradesh where scab 
disease is there and the entire cash crop has 
gone away. It cannot be consumed. So, 
the prices have gone up and so on and so 
forth. This will affect the other cash crops 
like potato, etc. All these things are inter-
linked. It is not an isolated point that you 
can pick up one item and not another item. 

What are the measures to he adopted ? 
I plead for an organised consumer coopera-
tive movement because tha t is the only thing 
that can offset some of the pressures which 
are caused by a nti-social activities like 
hoarding, faulty distribution system, a desire 
to mop up advantages caused by artificial 
scarcities and things of this type. Therefore, 
the Government has not only to ensure that 
they provide inputs to the farmer, and to 
the pe pie on reduced prices or subsidised 
prices so as to increase production in the 
fie.Ids and the factories but also to see that 
the strains of this nature which are caused 
on the economy arc also minimised. 

Much has been said about the c;alaried 
section of the people. T also belon3 to this 
section and I feel that the strain, the pres-
sure, put on the salaried classes of the people 
is the sharpest because they have a fixed 
income and it is they who are subject to 
this pressure. 

But there are also millions of other sections 
of people who do not have any fixed salary. 
They do not get fixed wages. They do not 
have any kiad of bread-winning hope and, 

therefore, they are the greatest victims of 
this kind of vagary in nature and the rise 
in prices. I would plead for them and any 
consumer cooperative movement that would 
develop in this country should take into 
account the interests of those who have to 
earn their bread every day without the hope 
of getting the bread the next day, because 
they have no insurance that they will get 
the bread the next day. They are not sure 
whether pressure from the opposite side will 
not force a strike on the factory, whether 
there will not be a lockout from a big !hop, 
business or industry and they will be forced 
to migrate from one city to another in 
search of Jabour. Similarly, there is the 
effect of wheatber on our economy. If the 
crops fail, a huge chunk of labour has to mig-
rate from one part of the country to another 
in search of a job, in search of bread. That 
also has to be taken into account. Over-
all, this is a total picture which has to be 
controlled, which has to be regulated, which 
has to be kept in normal shape by the efforts 
not only of the Government but by the entire 
society and in this, our trade union movement 
has to play a dominant part. If the friends on 
the opposite side believe that trade union 
movement would mean only to look after 
the interests of the labour class , of the work-
ing class and to forget the effects of this on 
productio n and things of this type, if you 
think only of the salaried class or a chunk 
of the population to the exclusion of the 
other, you are not doing just!ce either to tho 
society or to the economy. I would, there-
fore, plead that the di stribution system 
should be so regularised that there should 
be a monitoring mechanism at the Centre. 
Why should we say that the States do not 
cooperate ? Well, if the Centre gives the 
money, is it not a part of the duty of the 
Centre also to see that the purpose for 
which the money is being given is being 
properly utilised ? And there is a coope-
rative mechanism. I do not call that a cen-
tralised monitoring system. I call for a 
cooperative effort in which representatives 
of the Sta tes may also be there. But let us 
see that the things which are meant for the 
poor and for the farflung areas reach them. 
Similarly, let us see that the hoarding does 
not take away a big chunk of the profits. 
Things should normally be distributed among 
the people instead of being boarded in a few 
pockets. Similarly, let us resolve if wc arc 



427 Discussion on Store 
Price Situation 

AUGUST 25, 1983 Discussion on Store 
Price Situation 

428 

serious in this effort, that no effort will be 
made to solve our political tangles by putt-
ing the economy to unnecessary pressures 
hy immobilisi ng tbc movements in the 
country o r by stopping, or by reducing the 
various efforts which are made to increase 
production and to restore the economy to 
its healthy shape. The eff()rt to reduce prices 
is common and a cooperative effort from all 
sides is rcqu ir d anLl in this the figures of 
expert n ature which are given by Mr. 
Raviodra Varma are as necessary as the 
attempt to say . omc words of good advice to 
his friends like San t Longowal. There is no 
use stopping all the movement of trains 
becau e that will also increase prices. It is 
very good that tra ins go on moving so that 
the prices a re also al a normal level and 
there would not be increase. If only they 
have sense and if politic are not mixed with 
the economy, the intcre ts of the common 
man would be served. 

With these words, I appreciate the efforts 
made by our Government, by our Hon. 
Minister, for that purpose. 

~ \itlFrfN qife~ ( oT~) : fPlPfIB 

11~)~q, fcn=r i:f ':11 ~ J 8 amffi CfiT H~ rr il \if T 
Cfcf(rolf f~r, Sl.>l'Tt:::rar srf t:::r~r ~qff ~ \j'H q~ 

~T \jq~rqa- Cfi~ git ~ 'iTTif ~~ 'fil arcr -
ITT fum ~, \jfl~ f ~i:t \?l'CfiT ~Flfefl~ I 

W fCfi ~ ~ CfCJCI raff ~ Cfi~ ~' 
~a: ~ ~ \if) OT~if -~1f CfiT~ ~I \j'lil 
i:tCfi CfillUf l.f~ ~ f ~ ~11r7t ~u if fCfitrFrt CfiT 
\3'1CfiT q~q-1~ ~ \jf~ GTi:r ~1 fo:t:t \ifTa ~ 
~ f?f~mr ?r \;'I')· 3A1\if aih: ~~n:r ~1~· liiff{ 
\if'IBT ~, '3"i=f il°i \Tlff~T GTl'l' fai:t \jfTa- ~ 1 ~m=t 

~ it Cfii ~ITT~ ~ ~. \if~ \ill"TGT tlG:rcrH 

~mr ~ m Cfi~ ~ ~Ri ~, \if"~ ar'lf\if 'fir 
CfiifT ~ 1 ~<fi ·u\ilf ~ ~ITT ~Fil.f it ~r;r-~ \ifR 
q~ ~tr ~);t ~ CfiroJT tfiri:ra= ~ffr ~ 1 

~ 3lfafua ti"~ cnm q"t f11~~ crr~r 

:q)\;J) Cfi"J ~rfl ~T ~') ~ I fCfW'l ~ ?r irftGT 

••Expunged as ordered by the Chnir. 

~.rfra-lli, f<flurrr) an-~ @a-11\if~t ~ ~~en) it 
Tttrr ~Cf)rrrr CfiT ar~a- cnqr ~ 1 ~t Q:fl"r ~Cflr~ 
~ m I ~t fl 1f~Tar ~T1fl CfiT BT~ rr~l f q~a-r, 
\ifT f Cfi Cfi'T~T aff \;l'f't lr ~T \ifTcH ~ I 

5f!ITTfFf ~~r~ crra l'.f~r, aft:fifr't aTI't 

ot:rrQT"tr, ll" a-rrr1 ~tr ~a- 'fir t:rrrrr "tlSI' ~ 

CfiTif Cfi~ ~ f ifi ~T\ifl ~ ~r+r ~~ ar~"il I ~ 
f"ftf ~~ ?r afl(rf ~1 Cf~ fqn rf~f Cfif 11~ 

#~1'' <F~a- ~ 1 rrf ~ ar~ #~ arcrA' OF r11 it 
tl"q1iff rrQr Qm, a-) \jfftfiT "ar;:rq l=f~r" Cfi~a- ~, 

f ~H1CfiT l1Cfiffaf ~ af '9'q)~ ll?fT I 11;~ fttrr ~ital 
~ frr.- ~;rr~ ~!IT Efi fer~ l'.f ~r l1~1frf r.nr 'tT'fi~ 
it" 3Ttlif~ ~) 1ftz ~ I ~f~i:t ~~);r l 8 3fiff(1 

CfiT ~~ ~ mi:r;r ill"T ~c: ~©"T, ~trit \jrQ:T~ 
~~~ CfiFT\if q~ Cfir~r ftrl.fTQ:T rt** Cfi~F ~ I 

trmttfu ~T~t'I' : 7-l" !ffoi! rt' Cfi~~ I ~ 
ar;:pn~ritc:<.r ~ 1 

P..fT \iftT"fT~ qif~ : \3';:~~ 3Tffilf Cfl~ 

~ I 3fcR ~craq it fer~ Jf"51"T ~ CflQ:T ~ : 

" ... from 14th may to 30th July, 1983, 
the wholesale price increased by 2.5 
per cent which is significantly lower 
than the increase of 5.4 per cent dur-
ing the same period in 1982-83 ;" 

f«<r rift ~ f CT'C9B" tfT~ H Cfi~l1~ Cfi~ tRrf 

CfiT Tf\r~ Cfi~ CfiT Cfi~ ifi"T ~ I 3T1f't \3i=~ 
tr~T <i;r ~ ~zp;: Cfi~i1T ~r, ar \j'1Cf1T I 9 7 9-
8 o t ~)~ij-~ m~fl ~~Cffl" B" ~ fflnl ~ 
~)~H~ srrn:~ rict~ CfiT Cfil=Cf l.f~ 'fiBT ~rfQ~ 
~r 1 14 ~-rr, 1 9 so <tit ~f;:i!u <frat!" ;r 
mr~rr tfl=~T~T I \jtf ~l1l.f CfiT <l1T+rcrt m ~tr 

~11ir CFT Cf)fl1ITT it f<f1a-rrr ~ ~. ~ \jtf~ ~'i9 
rr~ ttm Cfi~~r ~ 1 

19 hrs. 
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~ ~ afT~ ~~T~, 1983 i:i° Cf~ 5.25 ~~ 
~ I \jff 'q'TCf<:i rr~rar OTR~T ~T ff~, -aHifiT 
'ij"Fl 1 9 8 0 ft 2. I 0 ~tftJ: ~ T, ;Jf~~ 3fT;Jf er~ 
4. 7 0 ~q~ ~ I 1JT~. 6rfc afTlJ<:i, lSl'T~ ifi a<:i 

CfiT ~rcr, ~tl+l «~ :~ftjf) CfiT flf(1T<:fC CfiT iJTTCTT 
~' 19 8 0 if 10.3 0 ~Cftz err an't 3TT\if Cf~ 
1 7 . 5 0 ~q~ ~ I cr;:rtqfcr a<:; Cf)f ~Ff I f ;Jf trit 
ITT<fin: CfiT ~Q:~rrr ~ crrtfi aft~ ~) CfiT 
:q;sff f~B' ifi'T \ifTCTT ~, 19 8 0 it l 3. 5 0 ~'iQ; 
qr, \ifaf ifi 3fT\if er~ l 9. 0 0 ~t:t ~ I :qn:r CfiT 
Cffif ifiT ~Pl l 9 8 0 if 2 2 ~~ q~ -~\iff ~T, 
\if Gffifi afT\if er~ 3 4 (Iqi:r cn:-ifi\ifT ~ I 3lT'i 
I 9 7 9-8 0 Cfif Cf)flfCTl CfiT fffll;:r ~r~it ar'R 
\jf~, i 9 s 3 Cfir Cfimcr1 CfiT trrir;r ~ r~~ 
" crt lfT~<=rTlf ;rt=:;;rr \ifT ~ \ift f~ir.:c fo·m ~ 
~tfCfif Offf~lfa Cf.T qa-r lfFFfflf U~flfT CfiT 
=t:r<:i ~rrr 1 ~n<:i CFT1Jff ~ trG'ttrT ;r ifi~T fCf) 
;JfrfaT ~Till ii" ctJT;rcr) ii" ir~~~ Qr ir{ 1 
( ~) ~\jf~f ~~\if ~ lfFl'rfllf HG'fl:f iJTiif 

~ra Cfi~a ~ fil f~rrr '1Frar crrc1 CfiT rrrir f lff~ 
~rfCfiT CfiTlf Q:T rrQ:T 'q<:icH ~ I if 3'fll~ lfT~lf 
~ ~\if~r c:f ~Gr ~ tr~~r ~ ifi~rrr :qr~ar ~ f Cfi 
JJ:<fl <SJ~r -l~r ~r~ it 9 ~1~ <flr triflJ <:frrar 
~ Af c:nrr 1 4 \ifrfcn:f, I 9 8 O ~ ~r~ 4 3 ~Jir 
<SJTCT :q~ g - ~~ trillf i:i" a) q-) =t:rn: GrH " ... 
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SHRI K. MAYATHE VAR (Dindigul): 
M_r. Chairman, Sir, the economy of the 
country is in doldrum. The rate of price rise 
M all essential commodities in this country 
has virtually become uncontrollable and it 
is gallopping like an unbridled horse and 
the Indian economy is badly wounded. The 
purchasing power of the people ic; totally 
wrecked. I ask the Government : wbat are 
the drastic steps taken by the Government 
of India to protect the poor, the middle-
class and the down-trodden fo r the last 35 
y rs ? Truly speaking, the co mmon man 
in this country are fightin g fo r their survi-
val. The publi<.: distributio n in thi s country 
has become purely private distri bution bet-
ween the ruling pa rty and the officials in 
Tamil Nadu. Th is fact is very well known 
to everybody. The fair price shops have be-
come black-marketi ng cen tres and in T amil 
Nadu they have become black -ma rketin g 
shops. The whole-, a le con um er price 
index revealed by the Government of India 
and lne States thro ugho ut the coun tr~ is only 
a paper Tiger. Price indil:es are having no 
relevance with the pr ice level prevailing in 
this country. The real p rice i steadily suck-
ing the blood of the poor people of thi s 
country. We say that ours is a welfare 
State. But the presen t ruling pa rty o f this 
country has not hecn able to provide chea-
per variety of cloth for the poor fo r the last 
'.JS yea rs . Moreover, if it is available, it is 
not at all avail able even fo r meeting the 
minimum needs of the people. Then, Sir, 
essent !a l food articl es are not at all avai-
lable to the common peo ple at a cheaper 
price. The poor and middle-class people 
will have to pay fo r the e scntial food arti-
cles as the rich who can affo rd to pay. There 
is no rfce, no shelter, no food, no cloth 
and no employment opportunity for the poor 
and down-trodden. 

S1ill yo u say that ours is a Welfare Sta te. 
Our grea t leader, la te Mr. C.N. Annadura i, 
when he was the Ch ie f Mi nister of Ta mil 
~ du, bad once a id : "Tap the Rich and 
feed the poor". But now wbu t is happen-

ing today ? It is vice versa that is happen-
ing nowadays. We come across the inst-
ances of the poor becoming poorer and the 
rich becoming richer. Over the last 35 
years or so, the poor have become impov-
erished and the rich are becoming cons-
tantly richer <1n d wea lth ier in this country 
under the present regime . What ha s hap-
pened to the price of cement ? Do you 
think that the cement policy followed by 
the Government o f India is a wise policy ? 

The Government is following an unwise 
and unwarran ted po licy in re . pect of 
cement. The price o f a bag of cement a 
couple of years ago was Rs. 25 or Rs. 35 in 
Madras as al so in other purt of the coun-
try, but now this G o vern men t has fixed the 
statutory price of R s. 62 per bag. Even 
then, J could no t purchase a single bag in 
Tamil Nadu at R s. 100 . T hi s is perhaps 
the conditio n everywhe re . T he policy of 
the G ove rn ment in respect of cemen t is not 
only unwise, but it is a lso ant i-people. As· 
I told you, it was not po sihle for me to 
procure a bag o f cement even in the black-
market. We all know that bluck-markl.:f 
1s ra mpant in t hi count ry in so far 
as cement i concerned. It is o nly be-
cause or the wron g policy of the G overn-
ment. 

Certa in poll prom ise were made during 
the las t elec t ions in 1 ~80, and it wa stated 
that if Jndira Ga ndhi came to power, they 
would reduce the price o f gold, wh ich is 
required for 'tali ', mcmgal utra, necessary 
for the lad ies at the t ime of ma rriage. Now, 
wha t i the price uf gold ? It has rocketed 
like anything. J a m ashamed to say that we 
were al so alig ned with the ruling party at 
that time in 1980. 

What happened to the 20-Point, 22-Point 
and 25- Point programmes announced by the 
Government ? Have you implemented 
those program mes ? No, yo u have totally 
and mise rably fa iled to implement those 
programmes. 

N ow, let u ha ve a look a t the price level 
of rice. In Tam il Nadu in l 979-80, t he 
ordina ry rice which is consumed by t 
ordina ry man wa avai lable at Rs. '.l.50 pa,: 
kg ., now the price o f tha t rice has risen to Rs. 
4.50 per kg. The super fi ne rice which wa5 
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available in 1979-80 at Rs. 3.50 now sells 
at Rs. 7.50 per kg. And the price conti-
nues to rise steadily. The price or suga r 
has also gone up. Are you giving remunera-
tive price to the suga rca ne producers ? Are 
you giving remunerative nrice to the paddy 
growers ? We have discussed these problems 
repeatedly in this House, but the Govern-
ment has beco me blind and deaf to these 
demands of giving remunerative prices to 
the farmers of this country. 

Now, what about the pr ice o f cloth ? Can 
you sa) with your conscience that the poor 
man can purchase the clo th a t the prevail-
ing prices for himself a nd the members of 
his family ? He cannot. There is no check 
on the rising prices . The medicines, petrol, 
cement and all the items o f da ily u e have 
gone up considernbly. Ca n a ny poor man, 
in his life, think of purchasing a television 
set, which costs as much as R s. 10,000 now-
a-days. E verybody w nts to glance through 
the newspaper in the morning, but its price 
has go ne up during the t: days, because of 
the price rise in the case of newsprint. A 
common m a n thi nks twice hefore getting a 
newspaper d ai ly . 

In Madras market this month tomato 
has been sold a t R s. 15 per kg., I am saying 
this in the name of God. Jt is unpreccdenl· 
ed and un para ll eled in the his tory . The price 
of the oil is Rs. 20 per kg., lady 's fin ger R s. 
8 per kg. and ca rrot R s. 7 per kg. The 
Government is no t able to do anything in. 
the case of controlling the price. 

If the Government has gone a step further, 
it has gone two s teps backward. Th a t is 
the reason why the prices have gone up and 
still continue to go up. Yo u cl, im that you 
have been able to conta in the prices. In 
case you were ab le to conwin the prices, 
why are the [')rices going up ? The Govern-
ment should make an all -out effort to con-
tain the prices . E veryday we are hcari ng 
from the G o vernment tha t the production 
is going up. The prices are a l o going up. 
What is the reason ? 

As the population increa es, prices also 
increase. Th is is the reason the Govern-
ment is grvmg. 1t may be admitted, but I 
ask what is the Government doing 1 What 
is its duty 1 I would like to koow whetb~r 

the Government has utilised all the w e , 
and natural resources in the country. Tho 
answer is no. So, it is the duty of the 
Government to have the maximum util' 

' tion of the natural and water resources to 
meet the ends of justice and demands of 
the public. Sir, how much percentage · of 
natural resource has been tapped so far 1 It 
is only 33 or 3" % . Some countries feel 
that population is wealth, but the Indians 
feel it is a in, Why i;; it so 1 ft is · 
because the G overnment is unable to del:ver 
the goods to the people. That is the 'reason. 

Now, what is the main reason for the ri 
in prices ? Why is the G ovanrnent unable 
to control or cont::iin the prices 1 Sir, accor-
ding to the Wa nchoo Committee or 1969, 
the black-money even 20 years back w~ 
being transacted to the tune of J ~.000 
crores. Now, according to the reliable 
sources we find that Rs. 50,000 crores 
black-money is being transacted. The b1ac~

money holde rs are running a parallel gov- . 
ernment against thi democratic goverri-
ment. Therefore, I ask why this govern- . 
ment has n t been able to control these 
illega l and unco nstitutio nal b 1ackmarketeers 
The Governme nt is un a ble to put its hands 
on the black-marketeers and it is actual?y 
afra id of putting its hand on the black-mar-
keteers, hoarde rs, profiteers, smugglers, 
anti-social elements and anti-nationa ls be-
cause they are all sa iling in the same 
boat. 

Sir, there a re three kinds of black-money 
operating in the country. One kind is that 
which is pe rmanently existing in the country 
and which is no t controlkd by thi s Govern-
ment. Another kind is one which is flowing 
inside the country from abroad and is not 
being checked. Yet another kind is that 
from T a mil Nadu it has gone out as a heavy 
amount tu Singapore and to various other 
countries . I would like to know whether 
the Govern ment wilJ look into this matter. , 
I say thi s bccau5e many a time this Govern-
ment is blind to black-money, which is 
mainly responsible for the rise of pri 

sq\ f IT~tl I <t."h1 f~ !tmf ('~fh1241 ¥I ) : ~ -
qfcr ~r~, srr~q u~tr ~ ~a it ~ ~ 
~ '-Q;T ~ ~~ crrt it it ;~ f;r~ ~ 
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~ar ~ 1 Q:ll n:r ffVfln: ~ sn~H (J~ff Cf)T 

~ill i'fi"1:~ ~ fJftr 5Ftin: ~ CfiG"ll ~OTT.!: ~ ~ 
f.:rITTer ff~T~ ~ ~fRTl:f ~ I it \jrf 2.TT~~T if 
rr~r \ifTt=rT ~~err \ifT ~llT~ ffG"~rir ~ ~~t q"t 

~ ~ ~fCfirf ~;:r~ CifTt ~ ~'t9 @HlerT~ ~ 

f ~G"'l ~'lT :cfT~flT ~ I 3lTCfo~T ~~IT~ if ~Cf~ 
~rfT ~T Cfi~rfT :cfT~aT ~ fer. ~-=~)~ \ifT 511rcrf 
f~ ~ ~ 5TWtFrTif ~ 3TT~ IHrfrfll:f fq~ ll~T 
\;ff Cfil 3fT~ \nl"TG"T !:ft:l"~rJ" Cfi~;r :crrf~cf dTfCfi 

~T~ Cil~~ ~ Gf\ifH~ "fill ~T I ~f Cf;rf 'BHCfTif 
~lfi~, \ln:a'Tr.r \ifrferT qrc:1 afh: ~To 'TTo 

~ll o ~ ~TtTT ~ \ifT 6l"Tff CF~r ~' ~rr~ qr~ if 
ft. ~ Cf)~T :cf T~CfT ~ I ~tl ~m- it lT~lTT~ 
if1T;:r ifi' ffiiftt \nl"T~T f\ilrir~r~ ~r~er'Ti:r \il'rfcH 
q'lcf ifi' ~)lr ~' <tll"Tfcr. \jfrfaT qrc:1 ~ -~lHT'l iT 
~r tfi~ sn~ff cr.'T ~TU ~crr;f ~.,~ CF~~ iT 
~ 

~ I ~ ~ ~ tn~ CfiT;;;J"T-Gi"T\if T'{ ~ tiit Cfi~a-
ft 1 ~;:rcr.r q-rc-1 ~r:i-CFr 5ftffir~rr ~err ~ 1 ~ -
~~ Cf)fllff ~~ CfiT \ill"T~T B° \ilfT~T 9~T.f ~H
erfr.r \ifrrerr cnc:1 CfoT ~ I 

'iln:er'Tir ~T<fi~~ ifi' ~lif CfllT Cf.~:~ ;i; I T.!:<:fi 

~ Cf.@' ~ f'f." f'fiffTrJ" \iff ~~qr~'l Cfi"~erT ~ 
'3"~T CfiT1=1a= q-~~ \il'Tct 1 Q~n:r ff~l~ ~ 
~Cf)~~ lt~, ~TCfi!I" aftZ rr<=~ ~ GTG" CJ<piJ:, 
11Jif~ ~ ~P:r ~~ r ~tf~T ff"{tfi <r.~Cf ~ f 'fi" 
CfiTllcl \ilfl~T ft ~~') ~I +r~iTT{ ~ "tQ:T ~ I 
~)q) G";;;r ~ ~~~ trG"~ feri ~r B"c-tf\i:r;;;r CfiT 
\ilfTG"T CfiTlla Q:'m'T ar f'l~:;;r.r Q:T tfiTllff ffq 

'qf\ifT qi') q~ilf, ~fflt Cfil{ GT ~\~ rff{T ~ l 

{=l"f o cft o ll.+1 o CfffiT CfiT 3fT(i" ~@ I ~ f.!:CJi 

G'TrrT :cfTCf~ Cf.T !:l"T"ir)~ a;z~ <it!T ~a- ~ I 
~tTT~ Cfi"T ITTCfi"H l'TCfi ~f rfT 'Sl'l'F~l\ rfiff Cfi\CfT 

~, ~-ri-Cf\T tl'~<FT~ -.:f{r <fi"<:err ~ an~ ~Tl:SlT 11rr 

i;:rrq~ ~~ 11@~ 11trr~ r, ~ ~1'.f HT ff7:<r.n: 
~iTA it ~T Cfil'CfiT mq ntfiT i ~{SJ ~)forlr ftfi 
Alarrr 'q"JCf~ ~n~ 5rTCflft"t Cfi~ f~r:rr ~n r lf 
ar m~n ITTCf\T"{ it +rtna- Qr ~~ ~ 1 ~~ 
~Cf\T lfi1m5fmrr ~ 11~r~ CFT ~rtfi~ ~. f;;;r~ 1 

~~ SJ<fil~ CfiT ~~1rr ip.:qR1 arl~~ ~R 

<fir ~rrr :qrf ~'J., 'l~r f 11~ \~J ~ 1 ~i:;srr :qi?r 
ir~ qgCf qfcf. CfiT \;JTRT ~ I ~·::rr trT~q ~f'llfT 

~\ Cfil ;;;f~qr :cr19r qfa Cfi"{ ~ ~ iTTJ. ~ ~Cfirr 

5lTHT \T~\il' 'fi'T fCfitr ff~~ H ~Cfi fCfilfT \;JT~ ... 
~tr~ Gfl~ ~ \F~);r f.!:Cfi ~') ~~Ff rfQT fairr 
g 1 Cfr.rr ~ ~ri-CfiT Cfit~')cs:~!l"FT ? c1t=c: ~rrr(1f Cfi'T 
tf~CfiH ~~ Q~Cl T~ <r.~rar ~ I ffT 0 

q) 0 f.!:ll 0 Cfi"T tT ~"fi"H ~ l:f~ CfoT<::~r<il ~ ~errif 

cr."tcrrn'T ~, 5fTsi:fw'l 91) (ii:ficrrnr ~ art\ ftfi~ 
Cfi~T ~ fcr. ll~ifT~ ~ \€{T ~ I fHCf.H ~CfT~ 
Cfi~CfTf.!: ~~ q~ ~trCfiT 9T+f 3fTrfT :;;rrf Q:lf I ~trT 

Cfi\~ ITT<f.H ii ~·o<fi~ lf 3fcR Cfi~olfT Cf)T 

r.n~rr rr~ft f:f)'~ ~ ~ I ~IT 5f<f.T~ Cf.T \ifT it~ 

f~~?r~n: ~"t"Cf.H ~' il\T fern ll'.:fT\ifT ~ frr~~;:r 

~ f<fl ~tl cr.) f :stif litr f 'firn ~TT.!: 1 ~f i:firr arrq 
err ~rf<f)T 5fTrnrf~a Cfir ~~ ~ 1 u~~rr it 
HcrB" ~lier.~ ~@r q~r g-arr ~ 1 cr~t arrq qm 
~~T ~a- ~ ~f 'f.";:r ~;:r ~tfTT ;:ri) \ifT qffT ~ 
rr~r Cfi"( qra- ~' \iiffGT ~a- ~ I ~ ~Tlf f.!:Cf) q.~ 

"l~ <fiT ·~) G1Tl:f~T ~"!IT Cf.T rfQ:T ~ tfCJlff ~' f Cfifl'T 
C'f"{T2fi ?t ~!IT er.) arrir Gr~r~ if '-:r'trrcrrrr rrQr Cfi~ 
~Cfia- ~ ~rf'fi"T ~tf 5f CfiT~ \il:fT~T q~r i:fm ~a

~ ' Cflll 3ff'1 ~'lCf.T 31TG"ff 91) ~"{fq Cfi\ff ~ I 
~T\er B\CfiH \11") q~r ~err \ifT ~') ~ ll"~ OTTlT 

~Cfi"{ ~BCf.l QT ~~ ~ifT I 198 5 it \5ff 

~rf<'.f.T CfiT<::~Tf\llT ~ lt \il'rrerr ~ ffilf~ 

3fT \ifTti,ifT 31R it qefFfT :qfQRT ~ ~ \;frfITT 

3fT'TCfiT Cfi~T Gf~"!IT~ err~) ~r ~ I I 9 8 5 ~ 
er~ 3fPM'iT er7$rfT ~c ~ifT I ~B~ i!=.fTG" Cfiif"T 

arr~ crrfq 6' liTCf~ ~ 3TT~ CfIT 1\ifT~W rfQT ~~ 
\ifT~~T I 

~) frr~ar~) ~ o!lT~ : !lTTf?l"T iifT 3fTCfCfiT 

<.flff ?-rrrr ~rfT ~ I 3fTq err Cf.ITT 'f1T 'l~fr 6 I - ' -
3fT'1Ct.T Cf.~~ <f.T Cfi"){ 3fTqQ"J.T'liCTT ;r~l ~ I f \il"BCflT 

Cf,"~~ CfiT \if~~Cf ~' ~rrcfir ~ ~ ~~T ~ I 

~qf Cl q{!~ : 5fT~tr U~\11" ~ qf~ if 
CFfQ~r 
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SSJt m~n:-1 ~ &n~ : \mT ~ Gfr=t it" Cfi~ 
(~T ~ I m~:frr~ Cfit iif~T~ it" 7-t" q-rfc:<rt ~llRT 
CfiT+:r Cfi"{ \~T ~ 1 5rt~rr CfiT ~rcrr <=rQl qfc;91 
\3"~ct>r ~rcrr ~ 1 ~~ ~r~ Cffl"+rcl ~err ~ 
at \;J"ITQ"{ ~Ta ~ f Cfi ~TlfT <r.T CfCfi~Ttfi Q)crr 
~ , ~~1;r \;ff lf~9 Cfi"{ ~1 ~ \3"tr<r.r -ucri~ 91r 
o(lCf~ f crTI 1'.f~T \ifT ct~"{ ~~ ~ I ~ ~'C9rfT 

:q'f~CfT ~ f<li Q;rfo afT"{o {o tTfo ll f;jfCirfT 
tltrT anr.frt ~rr91) f ~irr ~ ci:irr \3"tfCf)f ~-=~1~ ~:tf 
f<pm ~ ? CJirr \3"i1 lf"{TGrT it ~ qft ct>T ~rc-r 
~ f;jfrr ~TlfT ~ f ~~ ar11:r~ q-trr f ~irr ~ ? 
\m<f)T 3HT"{ B"T~ ~"!IT q-"{ 'li"rn I ~rn~ CfiT 
arm B" r~ ~w er~ ~ \~r ~ 1 ~ti" "firr9 ~m 
~~ tfirrra- rr~r art"{ ~ra- ~1 ~ er) f ~~ir f?:T 
~CfiT ~"{r 3fff{ ~r=t ~ er~ ~ft tj f Gr<n rr~l 
"{~ tri:ficrr ~ 1 \Jft er~ 3fff~ ir~r \3"tJCfiT 3f~r~r 
arrcr ~r ~rrr ~Ffia- ~ 1 

19.35 hrs. 

[TH E D EPUTY-SPEAK ER in the Chair] 

~To ~ o err o 3TT"{ ~)ct;~ CfiT lfo~trrr ~) 

lflfT ~ I lf~ <fiB"r lfoqrCTrf ~I !ZCfi ~\ ~ff T ~ 
er) ~~"{T "3"tr~ I ~ZfT q;jfQ ~ er) ;jfrffil '1Tc1 
~tr ~r I 31T\if fg;\ 3ff!T;r lfo~Ur:r fCfil.Tf ~ I 
~ Cfit ~qf~ Cfi~it it" ~ ~rr lf ~ ~ 1 ~rr 

crrfcltT 'i{ Cf)~f f'1rrr~ "{©"~ <fi"T 3ffCT-im-mn ~' 

oTCfi er~~ ~ ~r:r<fi"T er\rn v.rrr:r ~~ cr.1 arrcr!fr.r-
<fli:=rr . ~ I 

fcrTI #'!fr rr~)~ &"Hn=rl~ ~ ~rrrr:r "{~ fer. 
ll~T ~rrr lf9Gf? Cfi~ ?:~ ~ ar"h. ~ "1T arrf'.4"Cfi 
olfcrp:n er.) ~~R ~T lf9~ f iii:n ~ 1 ~ <r.~rrr 

:qr~cn ~ f<fl \jrrrcn crrif f\ifarrr Rifil=rrT ~ 

~arrr mrir~ ~r cr.r~ ~ff"{T crrc-1 ~)rrr 1 ~~ crrc-1 
~ ~fl ~ CfiT llS:~ ~or f~irr 1 ~in\T itffr 
P.ftira-1 ~f;~~r rrtar it f\;J"a;r ~rrrr~e-, ~tie-, 
~Cfi rrr<Ffuzrn. iq- \3"rf tr~CfiT 197 5 ii qtfi~ 
an\ ~~ f@{1Ttfi CfiTlf tfT~T <t.T I f:lf~rr '1!";::rar 
qrcr Cf)f u~"{ ;y- arra- ~r "3";=Jifif arnrr~ ~ 

r~ m ~~1 t[C ~ it f<fi ~ 1.c:r 1 ~r 

fr~fer ~@~ q.~ Cfi"{ G'T ~r 1 ~f~ uQ ~a 
f'1ifiTITT q-rc:1 ~ aih: f \if ;:r tr~ f+:r~~"{ \;Fl'OT 

crrc-1 Gfr:rr~r ~r, T.f~ tr~ f'1~1 crrfcm ~ ~ 
CfiT Cf)iff ~r 3fT~ rr~l GT~T ~crierl I '1!") Qrrru 
<firnH crrif 3fT"{ i[llHT ~CfT ~ <fi"Tl=f f<fllrf ~ 
\mT B" ~!ff CfiT ~'11"~'1 ~ H~ITT ~, Cf1Ji:ra". 
CfiJT Q) tr<f)CTT ~ an\ ~rr arrf~Cfi if~ B" rr~ 
~) ~ ~ 1 ir~r tz~ aUCfir ~ f~ ~rr arriT 
~ HCfia- ~ , ll1I ~rlf '11"t f Cfi3J.~ Cfir crra Cfim 
~' ~f'.fq CfiT{ ~T.f f'.f@ ~ 1 ~cf ITTaf arm 
<fltfr ~ 1 Cfi~T ~901"~ cntrif~, Cfi~T ~0 ctrn-
ttil", an"{ ~'1T~llctl i'.fi"Tll ~~~ qra <fl)~ '1~ ~ 

~r CfiT"{Uf B" ll"~ trn:r f~qf;; tlGT ~) ~~T ~ I 

~trfor~ arr er fer~ ir~r m- ~rrtfir ~ CfiT ct~ -
err~ f l1ct Gf ~"{ wf<la ~ m~ anif ~~ \ifT~ 1 

lf QT ~~ ctiQi1T ~ I 

SHRI P. K. KODIYAN (Adoor) : This 
government cam!! to power in 1980 with the 
promise that they would hold the price 
line. This promise has been grossly betray-
ed. There is one sentence in the statement 
made by the hon. Finance Minister which 
reads as follows : 

the government, as the House is 
aware, has been keeping a close 
watch o n price movement from week 
to week and as was the case last year, 
this year also timely corrective mea-
sures have been taken". 

Now the words 'close watch' appeared in 
cv~ry st:itcment made by the Finance Mini-
ster in thi s House on the price situation. 
Every time he has been maintaining a close 
watch on the price situation ever since they 
came to power. What is the result ? 
Since I have no time, I will not refer to 
figures. Since 1980 there h as been more 
than 34 per cent rise in the wholesa le price 
and there has been an increase of more than 
40 per cent in the consumer price index 
since January I 980. 

The World Bank last May released a re-
rcport on the Indian economy in which they 
complimented the Government of India for 
having contained inflation to a low level of 
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2.2 per cent. 

Now, the hon. Finance Minister himself 
in the statement has admitted that on point 
to point basis the rate of inflation is no w 
6.9 per cent. And this year the Govern-

. ment has announced three instalments of 
dearness allowance which show<: that the 
Government admits that there has been a 
continuous rise in the prices of essential 
commodities and thus the Government has 
failed to keep its election promise-the pro-
mise that they would hold the price llnc. 

Now, a word about the public distribution 
system. So many Members have referred 
to the public distribution system and I 
think every member who referred to this 
public distributiQn system pointed out the 
utter inadequacy of the existing system. 
But I am pointing out a nother as pect of th is 
public distribution system and that is, the 
Government's attitude towards the public 
distribution sys tem. In Kerala we had 
worked out a fairly elabo rate public distri-
bution sys tem under the Left Democratic 
Front Government led by the then Chief 
Minister Sbri N ayanar and even the Gov-
ernment o f India , that is the Union Fi na nce 
Minister a nd o ther Ministers paid eompli -
ments to the Kerala Government for having 
worked out such an effective public distr~

bution system , within the limita tions of a 
State Governmen t. We were able to control 
the rising prices to a very large extent and 
essential commodi t ies used to be distribu-
ted dmong the people through this elaborate 
network of the fa ir price shops. 

Now: what has the Central Government 
done to th is puhlic di str ibu tion sys tem ? 
The monthly requi rement of an adult, is 320 
gms. of rice and the total quantity required 
by Kernla comes to two k1kh to nnes of rice 
per month. And the Central Government 
had never met this requ iremen t in full. We 
got a maximum of o ne lakh 35,000 to nnes 
of rice per month . Si nce December, 1981 
it was drast i ally re uced to 90,000 tonnes 
and we have been agit a tin g. As a result 
of that, it ha been increased to about o ne 
lakh and ten thousnnd tonnes now. But 
at the same time we find that the Central 
Governmen t has prevented the State 
Ooveromeat from enter ing tbe neighbourin~ 
States to et rice from other Sta tes. We 

have to depend merely on the supply from 
the Central pool and as a result of the 
failure of the Central Government to meet 
the requirements of rice for the working of 
the public distribution system the situation 
today is that it has been thoroughly 
disrupteci and the price of rice has 
gone up in the open market up to Rs. 
5.50 paise and in some places up to Rs. 6 per 
kg. Similarly, the prices of other articles 
which used to be supplied through this 
puhlic distribution system also have gone up. 
So, this has been the attitude of the Central 
Government. A good public distribution 
system which has been working to the satis-
faction of the common people of Kerala has 
been thoroughly spoiled and disrupted by 
the unhelpful attitude o f the Central 
Government. 

Apart from increasing the number of fair 
price shops the requirements of the States 
which are running the public distribution 
system have to be met by the Central 
Government in full. 

Lastly, one more point, lhat is about 
rural :.treas. Most of the fair price shops are 
concentrated in the urba n and mofussil 
areas. So far as the rural people are 
concerned, the public distribution system is 
running, practically on paper or.ly. 

So far as the weaker sections like Hari-
jans, rural labour, agricultural workers, etc. 
are concerned, the public distribution 
system has not come-to them at all. There-
fore, I would request the Government to 
extend the public distribution system to the 
village areas and open LIP a large number of 
fair price shops and also sec that essential 
commodities are dis tributed among the 
wea ker section . a t controlled prices . Then 
only the common man a nd the poorer 
sections can be saved from the effects of 
inflation and price rise . 

MR. D EPUTY-SPEAK E R have 
annou nced that the M inistt>r will be called 
at 7.45. It is a lready 7.45. Three Members 
are yet to speak. If the House agrees, 
we ca n call the Minister at 8 o'clock. 

SOME HON. M E MBERS : Yes. 

SHIU CHITTA BASU (Barasat) : I will 
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take on1y one point and that is the constant 
shrinkage or the public distribution system 
if not totally dismantling it. 

The hon. Minister of F ood claimed on 
19th May th is yea r tha t the public distribu-
tion system has been expa nded and that the 
number of fair price shops as on 21 
February, 1983 was 2, 81,458 aga in<;t 
2,79,543 in February, 1982. So fa r as the 
increase in number is concerned, I agree 
that there has been expansion. But what 
about supply pos ition to the shops ? 
According to his statement, in 1982 the 
total off-take from the public di stribution 
system was 25. 69 million tonnes, which 
comes to about 2.08 million to nnes per 
month. In 1983 when the number has 
increased, the fig ure avail a ble for the la t 
three mo nths o f this year, comes on an 
average to 1.49 million tonnes per mo nth. 
It will be further ev ident from the instruc-
tions given by the Government of India to 
the Delhi Ad min is t rat io n saying that the 
ration quota which wa s 20 kg . per head per 
month should be reduced to 12 kg. per head 
per month. T his is the actual situa tion 
which the House should know. I would only 
like to comment tha t every sectio n of the 
House wants success of the public dist ribu-
tion system. But its success docs no t hinge 
on the arithmetica l num ber, but it depends 
entirely on the phys ica l availability of the 
foodgrai ns . 

As a matter o f fact, in almos t all the States, 
including West Bengal, Kerala, Bihar, U.P. 
and so on, the tota l requirement of fo odgra-
ins ncces ary for the maintena nce o f the 
public di st ributi o n ys tem has no t been fully 
made avail a ble ; even what is partially 
promised is not phys ica lly made ava il able. 
This phy. ical possessi n is absolutely 
necessary. 13ut my info rma tion is that the 
stock posi tion of the G overnment o f India 
in April was no t mon: tha n 10 million 
tonoes for this year. I a pprehend tha t 
whatever is ava ilable to the p u blic distribu-
tion system now would not be ava ilable 
later and it would further shrink and the 
supply would be reduced. 

You cannot make the pub lic d ist ribut !on 
system successful unless you have go t 
physica l control over the stock ; aod to 
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have phys ica l control o ver the stock, 
nationalisatio n of the wholesa le trade in 
foodgrains is abso lutely necessary. That 
you cannot do and so the public distribution 
system cannot succeed. I hope at Lhis late 
stage G overnment will reconsider this very 
basic question, on which depends the success 
of the public distribution sys tem. 

Three instalment of dea rness allowance 
are due to the Central G overnment emp-
loyees, which very much indica tes the rise 
in the cost of livi ng index. What is the 
position of the Government with regard to 
the release of these three instalments to the 
Government employees '? 

SHRI HARIK ESH BAHADUR 
(Gorakhpur) : Sir, a fter the very eloquent 
speeches of Shri Ravindra Varma, Shrimati 
Prarnila Dandavate and Shri Sunil Maitra, 
l will not take much time of the House. 
But I would like to emphas ize certain 
points. 

The prices are goi ng up like flood water 
and it appears that the Government have 
lost total co ntrol over the r i e in prices. 
Whenever the mem bers belo nging to the 
oppos ition say that the price are going up, 
the leaders o f the Government say that it is 
a glo bal phenomeno n and, therefore, it is 
difficult to co ntro l it here. Since t bey feel 
it is a global phenomenon, they do not try 
to do anything to co ntro l the rising prices. 

Wliile on the oni.; hand the prices are 
ris ing, o n the o ther ba nd, we notice tbat 
commodities a re not ava ilable in the m arket, 
sometimes even in the fa ir price shops. For 
example, in the Nirman Bbavan fair price 
shop, fro m wuerc we p urcha c many of our 
requirements, ugar a nd other items are not 
ava ilable. 

MR. DEPUTY ·SPEAKER : Even suga r 7 

SHRI HARIKESH DAHA DUR : Y , 
sugar al so. T hi s shor tage i reported 
sometimes in the newspapers also . So, the 
hon. Min ister and the people lu the Govern· 
ment must be aware of it. This ri e ia pr-ices 
affect the P lan outlay and so ma ny projects 
are being delayed. It is a l o clear from tbe 
Supplementary D emand for Grao 
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brought before tht.: House by the hon. 
Minister. 

In order to control the rising prices, the 
control on black money is very essential, 
but the Government are failing in that. 
Specially in the elections we are finding 
there is enormous use of black money, 
which causes inft:::ition, which ultimately 
results in price rise. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPE AKER 
that you alone know that ? 

How is it 

SHRI SONTOSH MOHAN D E V (Sil-
char) : The Garhwal elections. 

SHRT HARIKESH BAHADUR Since 
Shri Dev has referred to the Garhwal 
elections, I may say that in that election the 
ruling party was pouring black money like 
anything ; so also in the Delhi election. 
This has C1' 1Jscd a lot of inflation. Espe-
cially after the Delhi election, ther has been 
rise in prices. After Delhi elections we had 
seen this. 

MR. DEPUTY-S P EAK ER : I think all 
Parties have spent like this. Js it not so ? 

SHRI HARJK ESH BAHADUR : De-
moneti atior1 of hundred rupee notes is a 
very basic factor in order to curb black 
money. But the Government may not do 
it. D eficit financing is also one of the 
reasons for price ri se. All these points have 
already been placed before tht..: hon. Mini-
ster. Therefore, I do not want to go into 
details regarding them. 

So far as the consumer pricc index is 
concen ,cd, according tu L~buur Bureau 
series Con~umer Price JnJex for industrial 
worker , the ba:ie w. s 1960 when the price 
index was 100 ; in April J 983 it has gone up 
to 527, while in the month of March 1983, 
it was 519. lt mean there has been rise of 
8 points in the price index. In May, the food 
crop ind~x recorded an increase of J 5 points 
mainly due to the rise in the prices of wheat, 
atta, dais, milks, on io n, gur, tea, vegetables 
and frnils . Therefore, we are finding that 
there is always increase in the Consumer 
Price Index. (111rerruprions). The Govern-
ment is increasing the prices of all those 
commodities which are being essentially 

controlled by the Government itself, like 
diesel, fertilizer, insecticide, pesticide, and 
the rate of irrigation water and the rate of 
electricity and everything has bee11 increased 
by the Government. The diesel price has 
been increased by the Government four 
times during the last three-and-a-half years. 
Fertilizer prices were also increased by the 
Government four times. At the same time 
insecticides and pesticides prices were also 
increased four times. Thus, we are observ-
ing that input prices in agriculture are al-
ways increasing but the farmers are not 
getting remunerative prices. The plight of 
the sugarcane growers is miserable. We know 
that. We have raised this a number of times 
in this House. They are not getting rcmune-
ratvie prices for the sugarcane and so the 
farmers arc suffering. 

Increase in the railway freights and fares 
also resulted in the price rise because when 
the transportation charge is increased, im-
mediately it affects the prices. For example, 
I can say, per tonne load, per wagon per 100 
kilometres, in respect of foodgrains the 
cost has gone up from Rs. 144.20 to Rs. 
161.40. In respect of chemicals it has gone 
up from Rs. J 63.JO to Rs. 183.40. Jn respect 
of salt it has gone up from Rs . .152.40 to Rs. 
170.90. In respect of sugar it has gone up 
from Rs. 237 to Rs. 265. In respect of oil 
it has gone up from R s. 276.10 to Rs. 
309.90. 

Thus we find that these freights are in-
creased which ultimately resulred in the 
price rise also. Decrease in the number of 
fair price shops from 2,97,000 to 2,84,000 is 
very alarming and thi s Government appears 
to be a total failure in managing the econo-
my of this country, and that is why our poor 
people are suffering. 

1 would like a categorical reply to all these 
points which I have raised. 

~ 3Ti~~ ~~ lfil'!~l ( s:-;r);:rrr"{) : ~FHGf 

fuctt pft<fi\ ~r~~, ~~ft ~er (3'T rrQ ~ fen 
~-i:tTU f ~r~m;:r few:r f~~~~ 'lT<fiflf ~T 
:q"Cf)T ~ I NB>~ 3 5 ~T~T it ... 

"" 
51.ill ~·q-fu-Q ~ ( 3T~Cf"{) 

it ~:ft qQ:f fp~fcr &-CflfT ? 
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20 hrs. 

~ at~ ~m~ ~~) : ~ ~ Cfir~r ili" 
CfiR<ffc it GfTCf Cfi{ ~~T ~ I ~=t 11;~Cfi it ll Q 
QT~Cf ~ t~ 3H'1CfiT f~~~T~!IT-1 f~c+:r oTCfi 
~=n:Q B" CfiP:r ;:r€?:l Cfi~ \QT ~ I sr)~cf~Ff ili" f \ilcfrr 
\1!"~Jlf g \3"<1 q~ ~H<l1H '11T Cfif~ Cf)TGf rr@ ~ I 

' ~ 

~'1\ B" err H{il1T{ Cfir~T~ Cfi\ \QT ~' Bf 'tlrr 
srTsi'f!(H ili" +:rP::r~ it fq~ -3f)~ij- q <: tf "{ifiH 

CfiT CfiT{ Cfif~ i=fQf ~' GffoCfi t:J:Cfi ITTtti ?f ~Cfi
+:ri=fT ~+rr~r ~Fi+:rT CfiT &:TQ iJfT <:~T ~ ~ 
~ffft Cf"{lf) B' n:rfi~lf Q+:rru ~CfiH+:rT CfiT Cf~T~ 
Cf.<: ~~1 ~ I '.!i'C9 ~Tift ~ qrff 1hn 3fT <:~T ~I 
=t!f Cf} ~~r{ 3fT<: f~i:rrus CfiT fCfi~H:tri'f ~ 1l;CfT-
f ;;rct=i ~T~ Cfii:f g 3fh: +:rTlf \il:fT~f ~, foHif\ilT 
fiJf'l~ CfHl =i:fr~ ~ ~r:r<f. CfHT ~~ifi-l-TrfT 3fT "{~f 
~' ~T~ erQ Cfi~C!lFf ~ 3f f ~~T QT <lT ~q-fi~lf 
B' arr ~~1 ~r 1 

:qr~ Cf~ f 91ff"T 3fT<: iJfU~ ~ OTT \~T ~, \3"rf 

~TlfT ~ Q:Tl!i it ti r<:r CfiT ffT ft srrs<r!ITrr :q~'f 

\jff(JT ~ 3fT<: \ifl arri:r 3fT~liT ~I \if T fi:oCft=S 

~r"fl+:r ~q it 3frciT g 3ff"{ f;rHif."T lt'1!"Tf<:cT ~ 
-:. ~ 

:qr~ er~ tr~Cfin:T ~~~fori:r ~\ :qr~ crQ lf"{fc:f 
~~<lir<: QT arr~ :q1 ~ er~ 11\if~<:-CT!ITT rn 
err~r ~), \3"ff~ f~t:J: \ifTrrr ~"{ ~) ~nc=rr ~ 3ITT: 
2:1"Q n:r~ftr~T 2 5 ffT~T B' :q~r 3fT ~T ~an<: 

~ er) ~ff ~~ Cf'li ~~r 2:Hrr~f~ flifrrfc. <: 
m~tii Cf)T fCfi Q+:rHT ffGf H Gf~T tifGf<fif+:rc=rr zr~ 

~ -~ ~r~r 'flt~H ( arrf) 'fir ITTCfit"{ CfiT Qr 
~ff~ for~ ~)q rr~l ~ "{~f ~ -- f'fl \ifT i:rrrrN~r 
~ -tj f+r~ -3frrr« CfiT ~, '1l"Qt Cf"{ Q;~firr~~ 
Cfir+:rTf~c-1'1!" <ifi=f ~~1 ~ ~r~ Cf~ ~tr~' :qr~ 
ffr~rr ~) 3fT\ ~~ ~~u ~~fwq~ CfiP:frfs-
c-r~ Q1, ~rr er<: iJf t ~ eftrrr CfiT Cfif~ ~, <l 
Q:T Q:+:r tr~Cfit ~~Cf11rrr ~ erifcr it thn ~ ~ 
3fT<: ~+:r ~ tr~J~ ~1 ~Cf~rr ~? ~ ~ 1 

lfQ'. '1!"T qr~TcTifi~ rrrc:1~ ifiT fff~ftr~r ~~r 

~ ;nr~~ m~ en: fCfi ~ \1i=fa "{"f£'fTa- ~ 

~aT ~, er) ~ff<l1T l9f+:rZH\1!"f \ifT ~i.fiTi=fT !i~T 

~I Cf~ lf"{f <if arrG+fr CfIT ~T ~Cfi1'11 Cf?CIT ~ I 

3 5 er~"f ~ z:r~ ftr~ftr~T :q-c;rr an ~r ~ aht· 
~ f~;rr er<: er~ z:r~ \ifir ~~ '1fr ~~r t 1 ~ 
~ CfT ~GfT'lT ~lf CfCfi Qr qQ~~ ~ ~~rr ~ 
~ff~ r~~Tlfi \ill \Jfq Cf)"Vfr ~qr CfQ ~q1rr ~~ 
rrcr~r ~ Cfi~rrr ~TlfT ar'h: ~~~ ~R ij 
if" ~ff :q'f ~ CfiT <115,rrr :q-nrcrr ~ f <11 ~ ~l: 
CfiT 3fTCf f rf CfiT~ ~ 6fT~ :qy~ Cf~ 11mrzrritc ~ 
~~ffirr ~) arr<: . ~T~ Cf~ f<HlVf R'll' ~ 

~~cmrr ~l, Cfi<:t~r ~i:rm iJfT ~:i.f Qt ~t!r ~ 1iR 
~ ~' ~l=lTi=fGT~T Cfi"T GfTCf ~ ~ fCfi ~~ RT(T 

tlffT \jr@ Gf~ fi:r~ -3TTrf~ ~ an \iffffT ~ ' ~ 
Grrc=r a-) it z:r~ Cfi"Qrrr :qr~crr tTT 1 

~tHT <:rrcr it z:r~ ~ CfiVTT :qr~crr ~ ftfi 
ff\ifi'H ~ ~f~;_;r er<: CflTi=f HT \ifffro ~)qt q:;_) 
r11~1 ~ , f \ilrr ~tlfr ~ =t:fn:r <fir 31"h: ii~~
+:rr<if2:lf Cfi\~ CfiT111T 1hrr CfiBT<rT an~ Cfi~iT9 
~ \iff"{lt ~ z:rr ~c-©"tflz 'fl~ \jff m ~ 

" 
<r.i:rrm, <tz:rr ~Cfi"TCfia ~ ~ rr~l ~ f Cfi ITT~r~ ;f 
\ai=fif.T cp.:~mrr fo·Q; 3fT~ ftniif~ f5t1Tf\1fc CITT:~ 

ili" for~ ~;rCfir ~era- ~1 a.rr<: <r~ Cfi°Qr f ct=i f~T 

ct'i~TiT (!Cf !ff ~<=!'~ crrtr ~I ~ ~-Cfil it '1fl=f,T CfiUQ 
OTT~ Qt:r \:frf'fll cr.;:~m-;:r ~~ I ~tr c=r<:Wi it \if) 
:q)-ft Cfi~rr err~ ~tlf ~. iJfT ai~Cfi-trrtif~u ~ 

tlHT ~'f.COT Cfi~~ <=TT~ ~Tlf ~, ~rrctit ~~H tlffi .., 
oQ:TC£c Cfi~ ~ f ~t:( HTCTrf tl~ fCfllfT 'Tm 1-
~B"f~t:J: ~ 3frcr'fi'r ~:;rr:;ra- a an;rtfar~ 

f +:rf i=f R:<: ffTQ:iif CfiT CfiQ''lf :q-r~crr ~ fCfi wa 
~ \iITT~ '.1CfiB"Ff \3"rf lf{fc;f R~ff Cfi"T ~ 
"{QT ~ I \if) ~re"{ ~ <Sfgff ~"{ ~ mt \iff 0f9(l @' 
;ij-cp-qi ~ Off<: f ;r r;~r 3fq-rr ~~Cfi"~TCf ~I 3f9"i=fT 
qt·!lnfrrtrt ~ I if" 3fT!1CfiT \jf+:~ Cf CfiT~+r11: $ 
~ tifT~ it era-rm ~T~CfT ~ I ~ ~ CfiTf!IT~ 

CfiT v:ft f'fi 6:11" 31"~ qtc;r q'{ ~ ~T iJfT~ I Qlf 
2 O Cfi\t? ~qlt CfiT trotifsf arrniJf ~ fort{ ~ _ 
~ arr~ 'fflB' TT~T;r ;:;rrlfT <11T ~ q:;r<rGT ~:q"J 
~ 1 ~11" ~c<: ifiT ~i~T~ q-7 frrii:h: ~ ari<: ~ 
'1!"T 2 0 ~~~ ~lt 'fiT troe-r;sr ~TWi=f ~ ft.rQ; 
?.~it, iifcl ~~ ff.t+:r Cfi) ~~ f~1TT aT 3 ~ 
cr.r 6 ~ ~ \ifT :qrcr~ arr~r i:f T, ~ ~ 1 5 
l:i<m ij -.:JI ~ fi:r~ ~T & I ZiT'll ~~ \if) 
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~fliTS:H CfiT ~' ~~rfi"T rfi"JlfCT ~ij ~rfi"J;:i-T q~ 
~~T ~ I S:tif{.'ftz it f~frrR~ ITT~Cf B° Cf)~ifT 

f Cf) =i!f"T~ tr~ \jft:~ tr CfiT~lfT~ ~), =t:fT~ f~JTT~~ 

sr~ ~) arr~ ~T~ ~l:fiT ~)I \jff lf>H-q~iJ 

ef~T\jf ~. ~;:i- ~~rerir ii tfic <fi"T ctrfi" Grgef ~r 

srr~+r ~ 3fl~ Cf~ ~ri:rrrr ~ ~ri:r :S¢1"~ Cfi"{ ~ctr 

~ I fG~~T ~ 3lfB"q-fff \;f~T q~ ~~~ Cf1T fBfclf 
~ aft~ ~~T CfiT \;l"T~ ~T f Cf t9T g-an ~ aftz \ifT 
~~TiF [tu ~ crQt q~ lfQ ~T~Cf ~I CIT ~ ~~l~ 
\ifT ~Cifll ~ \iff~ir ~fe 3fr'Cfi f~ tti-=~t i=r Cf.~~:s 
& \if~ fcn ~m~ 51"~ ~' "fncJ: cr Cf.T!f~1~ ~ 
afr"{ ~~T©" '5f~ ~~T~ ~' ~'lCfiT CflfT Q:T~ 
~)1fr I afT\if Qf{.'f Cf lf~ ~ f Cf1 CfQT q"{ lfQT ~ 
~'fiT GI~ it ~q;, mr.r q~ '9J\if f i:r~ ~Q:T ~ 

CflflfCfi Cf~T ~ l1f{.1 ~T ~ ;][T~ if ~gCi iJlrT~T 

tfic: ~iTCfT ~ 1 ~~f~~ ~~r fhB" CF) \ifT ~er.-
" 

tr~ ~ff~ 31T~ \ifQ.T q~~ ~ ~r ~nrrrr ~ CJ;=t 
~ ~ CfiT;::tCffc ii', cr;q: aff"{ ~T \J'lH~T ~T \jfffff 
~' ITT (tHT ~~~~ Cf)f (SJH:ral~ q?;: 11~ Cf."T 

\ifT~ I ~~~T©" q l:t<fi" +-nf:q~ 91T f:sfGfllf 8 an~ 
an~ m 6 o q-~ ~ <fi"ll ?f rr~fr fli~crr ~ ar1""{ 
~ff~T ~T~ 'qf ¢fgi11l~JTT ~, a) iflfT ~Fe~ CfiT 
lf~ tfi~ 'lQ.T ~ fcti ~~ ~r~ ~!ff if \ifQ:t q"{ ~ 
qri°fi~fl" ~' \;l"Q:f ¢fgCT ~r.rr~r frr~r;:rr ~ aft"{ 
Cfima)~ Jf~iTT{ ~I ~rr<r.T CfQ 11~~ Cf)~ I \if~ 
m~r qf~T Cfi) s:~ lf~iTT{ CfiT f !fTCf.TlfCf Q.) 
~CfiCTT ~. ~©";:rai Cf T~t Cfit ~ft ~er.err ~ 3TT"{ 

~ trr~1 CfiT ~) ~'fieff ~' \jf~f '1"{ ~Hr 
lllflfd' I mu CfTCf\Cf 11~~~ ~I ~rt ~TUrf +:ft\if~ .... 
~I at \jrf fBrTB"CTT ~ Gff=t q 3{Jq" lr.ft rr~l 

~t~a, "l"Q:T q-~ ~~ ~Cfilt:t~ ?f arh: 'A"T \i!fT~T 
f ii~T ~ I S:Hf~tz ~(I~ f ~~ 3fTCfifiT r.n)~ 
~T'-1 ~~ ~~ 3fl"{ lfQ B"rc"{ CfiT q:;'* ~, 
q}Jq~rH f qf ;:rfc~ fl"T~Gf <fir co~ ~ afT"{ ffFfiH 

Cf)f ~ ~ fi:fi ~ \ji=f<fiT <li11!:t;~c: ~ m\" ~u 
if~lfl-{ Cfit U~ I Cfi11 ~ Cf.11 ~ij ~ff ~fo;;;r q-"{ 

CJ) ~~ ft~ frru;:r'f ~ +f Tl1~ if, ::;r) m 
anq; R 'fi~ ft" ~ I ~i:f tn>: ~ CFHUT ~~;;;r \JfT 
t.n ~en~. ~~ ~pn=t zrQr iliT ~Cfi");:;r+rt 

ffir~ ~T. "{~f & I 
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it ~r f+rrrc if ©"elf <fi~ ?;:~T ~ 1 it ~ Cf T~ 
Cfi"T'!lllR rfi"T f+rfl'T(1 ~T ~T~Cff ~ I ~ ~ 

ifil1'i:r~ Cfi"T tz<r.r;::rr+rr ~f~\J'i:r q~ TQHn: ~ 1 

~H HT~ ~l1HT ~f"{\J'Jf f ~~~~ tfi~lft~ ~ 
~ 1 ~f"{\J'i:f ;:; Q:T;r Cfi"T Cf \ifQ: ~ \JfT Q+rrt lf~t 
~u6f~~ff q~ ~;?i- err~ \JfT ~Tlf ~' ~Cfi"T 

~t~~H <fi"T +rrfcr.c= ;:;~fr f11~ ~r ~ 1 ~H a~~ 
~ tit:rT~ liQT ~\ifHT ~fa=ITT?;: ~Til ~CfiH ~ 

g~ ~ I ~HT Cf~Q ff tiliT~ llQ.T qJ\3"(1 Cfl~H ~' 
Q:Te:-(1 ~ 1 Q+r~ \j;::r~ ~cH 2 5 q"°{~c Cfi"+r Cfi~ 

" 
fo~ ~ BfCfl;:r fr-Fi~ 'f!"T fef-3tc:if i'fi" rr orr~ CfiT 
q\jf"Q i=r ~ (Sff~T q~ 9Q; ~ I S:Hi=r ~l'.THT S:Cf\T-
;:;)J:TT q(_ ~q ~ 1 CfliT anqi'fir liQ: q:;\if rr~r 

¢f'l~T f'fi" :JTT tzff T f~c;:tr ~' \3"'1'f.T cHl:fi Cf Gi<if ::ifT 
~ f \;l" rrtt1r ~ifit ;:r r11r q"{ ~qr~ Tci=iT ~ ~ a-rf Gl Cfi 

~(I ar"t\: ~~rr q~crr ~ 1 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKCR : Conclude 
now. You arc making so many demands 
which he cannot reply. 

~t 3le~~ ~~~ lfil~t : Q:llT~ r.rq:t 8 o 
cn:#c- B"Tlf ~~rnr i:f ?;:fia ~ 1 ~ f'f~Tt Cfi"<qf 
q:~:s an;r q~ 3fl"{ cr.-.fT ~re ~~ ~ c=r~TQ: q_-) 
\JfTfr ~ 1 ~ ~BJ tl-~rcrn: ffQT Cf."{ 11r~ 1 lfct;:f i:fc 
~fl"T qif ;;;r~r iflfT ;:;~r iSf'lTCTT ~ f q. -a-rrCfi"T q:)ff ;;=f 

S:r!flft~ Qr uili ar1~ \Jfar ~r (tffr Cf~fi:rc:r arr 
iJfTQ; c=rr ~!flln;::H i=r \3"'1CfiT 'A""{qr{ ~) \jfJ~ ? 
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MR· D EPUTY-SP AK ER : Concl ude 
.u You are m aking so many demands no .... 

w\\iCh he cannot reply. 
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SHRJ SATJSH AGARWAL : You are 
very kind to him. ·Proba bly, for Mr. Ka bu Ii, 
this is the fi rst speech in this Hous~ and last 
speech in thi s House. 

MR. D EPUTY-SPE AKER : Why do 
you say so ? 

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: God 
knows whether we will meet again in the 
next Session or not. 

SHRJ SATYAS.\DHAN CHAKRA· 
DORTY (Calcutta South) : He said, ''God 
knows." N o , only Mrs. Gandhi knows. 

TH · MINISTER OF FJNANCE (SHRI 
PRAN/\B MUKH E RJ EE) : Perhaps, you 
k now a little bit. 

First of all, 1 express my gra titude to all 
those hon. M em bers wh o have m ade their 
contribution<; in the debate and l am parti-
cularly thankful to Mrs. Pramila Danda-
vatc who in iti a ted the discussio n . I would 
frankly adm it that perha ps in this matter, she 
represe:itcd all tt1c wives including the wives 
of the Min is ter . The o n ly difference for us is 
that we h ave not reached thi s stage when the 
wives of the Minis ters of the p resent Gov-
e rn ment a rc not to organise a demonstration 
a gainst \IS a Mrs . D a ndava te had to do while 
Pro f. Madhu D a ndavate was the :vfinister. 
This is the only little difference. 

SHRJMATJ PRAMJLA DANDAVATE : 
Because, Ta m with the people. 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJ EE : No. 
Because, we have been able to maintain the 
situation within a manageable limit and that 
is the difference between the si tuation which 
preva iled at your time and the situation pre-
vailing now. 
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PROF. MADHO DANDAVATE: We 
have more civil liberties in our family. 

SHRI SATYASADHAN CHAKRA-
BORTY You have been able to suppreso;; 
your wives very successfully. 

SHRT PRANAB MUKHERJEE : I do 
not know who suppresses whom in these 
days. 

I would not like to go to the statistics 
because these are known to the hon. Mem-
bers. It is never my contention that the 
situation is quite h::ippy and 1 myself ad-
mitted in the text of my statement and not 
only in this statement but throughout I have 
maintained that this is an area where there 
is no room for complacency. Because, we 
have to keep in mind that the Indian 
economy is basically not only marginal 
but it is very sensitive with little changes 
here and there and there can be a big diffe-
rence in the actual state of affairs. 

I have enumerated in my statement the 
strategy which we are pursuing to tackle the 
problem. We are tackling it both from 
supply side and from demand side. f'rom 
supply side, as I have indica ted in my state-
ment, we do it by importing certain essential 
commodities whc.r there is a gap between 
the dema nd and availability, by improving 
the public distribution system, by stepping 
up the release of certain e sential commo-
dities througl1 the publk distribution system 
itself and, at the same time, by providing 
incentives for higher production. 

In this connection, one point has been 
made and a number of hon. Member have 
made their contribution to say that the 
public distribution system is collapsing in 
this country. They have even gone to the 
extent of saying that the supply through the 
public distribution system has gone down. 
I do not know from where they have got the 
figure. Particularly, I was Ii tening very 
carefully to Mr. Chitta Basu when he men-
tioned about the figure during the three 
months of the current calendar year. I do 
not know which months, whether it is July, 
June and May or first three months of 
January, February and March. But what-
ever it may be, I have got the figure and 

this figure can be checked up and verified. 
In the first five months of the current calen-
dar year, January to May, the stocks distri-
buted through the public distribution system 
was 7 .53 tonnes as against 5.93 to nnes in 
the same period of 1982 and 5 .0 mil lion 
tonnes io 198 l. Therefore, in absolute 
terms, it is not decreasing, but it is increas· 
ing. Jn June, 1983, the offtake was 1.29 
million tonnes as against 1.16 million tonnes. 
Therefore, if you take the block of first five 
monlhs as a whole, even the block of first 
six months, including June, for which I have 
givrn the fi ~ure ... 

SHRI CHITTA BASU : If you do not 
mind my interruption, 1 may point out that 
I have given the figure that Mr. Bhagwat 
Jha Azad claimed that ln 1982, the total 
ofTtake was 25 million tonnes and then I 
worked that out. 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: What 
you have done, as I understand you, is this. 
The Food Minister has given an average 
figure for the whole year and what you have 
done is that you have just takeo the first 
three months or two months and you have 
forgotten that the offtake increases much 
more from the heginning of the festive season~ 
and all the festive seasons from Onam to 
Diwali and Holy are yet to come. Therefore 
if you takC" into account the total average 
figure, that is different. T have give you my 
figures. These are not secret figures. These 
can he checked and verified. I am not dis-
ruting that figure. But J do not know whe-
ther you have quoted from the text of his 
speech or from the newspaper rePort or 
from the Question in Parliament ... 

. SHRl Ct-IITTA BASU : From the news-
paper report ; it was reported in the Advi-
sory Council meeting. 

SHR1 PRANAB MUKHERJEE : Then 
you say that you are quoting from the news-
paper report. I am quoting the figures 
wh!ch hove been given to me by my people. 
You said that you were quoting from the 
newspaper as reported to be the observations 
of the Food Minister. 

SHRT CHITTA BASU : ... in a meeting of 
the Adviscry Council for the Public Distri-
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bution system. 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: What-
ever it may be. The point is that from 
this figure, we find that it has not in ab o-
lute terms decreased. The same is the 
case with the number of fair price shops. 
The fair price shops in some States have 
decreased in number because there was 
some reorganisation, particularly, in U.P. 
That is why there was shrinkage in a parti-
cular area ; it was because of certain reorga-
nisation that took place. But if you look 
into the figure of offtake, even in U.P., as a 
result of the reduction in the number of 
fair price shops, the net offtakc did not de-
crease ; the net o!Ttake increased and it is 
bound to increase. 

It is not my case that we have been able 
to cover the entire country through public 
distribution sys tem. Even notionally, if I 
assume, that 2.88 lakhs is the number of 
fair price shops which we have, nll of them 
are effective, but after all, the number of 
villages in thi~ country is more than 600,000. 
Therefore, 2,84:000 is not to cover the entire 
area. Not to spl.!ak of that distribu-
tion system it elf, its streng th and efTec-
tivcness varies from Stat e to State. 
We know in certain States, the distrihution 
system is quite satisfactory. But, in many 
States, the distribut io n system and distri-
butio n outl ay a rc not so satisfactory. But 
this is one of the instruments. Quite a 
number of Members h :ive ma de their ohscr-
vations that by improving the distribution 
system, we will be abk to check the prices . 
No. We will he a ble to insulate the people 
from the e!Tcct o f the price rise. Streng-
thening the distr ibution sys tem it self, is 
possible. In order to reduce the impact of 
the price rise on the vulnerable sections of 
the com m unity if we can strengthen the 
public distri bution system, to that extent, 
we will be a ble to help them. 

One Hon. Member claimed - I would not 
have refe rred to hi m if he would no t have 
stated tha t my s tatement is a ..,. - that I 
should not compare the 11 weeks of Janat a 
period from 11th M ay to ~ 0th Ju ly but I 
should compare when we assumed office. 
That is why I am comp.iring when we 

••Expunged as ordered by the Chair. 

assumed office. When we assumed office on 
14th January, 1980, the annual rate of infla-
tion was 21 %. in the wholesale price index. 

After one year in g so-81, it came down 
to 16.7 % . In 198J .82, it came down to 
2.4 %. In 1982-83, it increased to 6.2%. 

The annual quota of inflation based on 
the consumer price index also came down, 
12.3%, n .6 % , 8.8% and 9.8%. 

If we would have maintained the rate of 
inflation which we have inherited, then to-
day the situation would have been, 21 % 
during 1980-81 on the top of 21 % in 1979-
80 ; 21 % during 1981-82 on the top of 21 ~~ 
in 1980-81 and 21 % during 1982-83, and 
that rate would have remained static. 
Therefore, let us not be assertive to say a 
statement is a white lie. 

SHRTMATI PRAMILA DANDAVAT~ 
Please don't say Janata rule in 1979. There 
was no Government in 1979. 

SHRT PRANAR MUKHERJEE : Tha>. 
is the time when we inherited it. 

SHRfMATJ PRAMIL A DANDAVATE: 
You installed the Governmer.t. We have 
no Government at all during 1979. 

SHRT SATISH AGARWAL : Please be 
very fair. ln percentage you win. In per-
centages , wc Jose. That is true. 21 %. 16%, 
6% . and 7%. Of course, you win percen-
tage-wise. But point-wise, from March, 1977 
up to July, 1979 when Janata was in power, 
price rise has been 26 points, in 26 months 
one point per month. But during these 
42 months, the price rise has hecn 90 points, 
that is 2 points rer month. 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: I have 
taken your point. But definitely J should 
not remind the former Revenue Minister 
what has been the irnpact of the Budge t by 
Mr. Choudhary Charan Sin gh when he was 
Deputy Prime Minister a nd F inance Minis-
ter of the Janata Party Government starting 
from the day of pre entation of the Budget. 

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL : Please 



461 Discussion on Store 
Price Situation 

BHADRA 3, 1905 (SAKA) Discussion on Stort 
Price Situation 

462 

don't compare the figures when Mr. Charan 
Singh was the Prime Minister. 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE : I am 
just saying. 

SHRTMATI PRAMILA DANDAVATE: 
Please do not take 1979. 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJ F. - I am 
telling you that I have taken 1979-80 from 
May to July. Your contention is that I have 
taken the period May to July and so, why 
not earlier period. 

I have taken from May to July becaust: 
every year in this period there is a rising trend 
io price. lf you take into account the sea. 
sonaJ factors, you will not find a single year 
when the prices have not risen in the period 
from May to July. That is the relevance. The.: 
relevanct: is not that it is giving me certain 
statistical satisfaction because J myself have 
admitted that the annual rate of inllation has 
gone up, it is 6.9 per cent as compured to 6.2 
per cent in 1982-83. 1 myscll' havt: admitted. 
Ilut this period is relevant because every year 
you will tind that from May to Ju1y tLcre is 
an upward trend. The scasonal factors are 
there. The vt:getabk prices go up, the milk 
prices go up, thc cereal prices go up, the 
priers of sweetening agents go up, the edible 
oil pric<:s go up. What are tile commodities 
which have contributed the maximum to rise 
io prices 'l These are the commodities. 

Mr. Raviodra Varma has quoted some 
figures. lt is very difficult to reply to the 
points made by Mr. Ravindra Varma, par-
ticularly for me, because whenever he makes 
bis observations, his brilliant speech always 
takes me anli 1 forget to note down the 
points. Ilut so1m:how J noted thi s particubr 
point. He has quoted some figu1es and has 
trjed to show t1ow exorb itant i~ the price 
rise. My cont~nt1un is that it is a selective 
approach. If you quote certain tigurcs to 
show that prices have gone up in the retail -
! am tulking of ret.i il pnccs-1 can also 
quote certain figure · where the pric.:es have 
gone down. f'or in tun e, grams minus 8. 1 
per cent ; mashoor dal minus 12 ; mus-
tard oil, th.; ir:crease i plus 1.3 ; sugar 
minus 12.7 ... (Interruptions) Reta il price. 
The number of centres, o far as sugar is con-
cerned, is nine. Mustard oil twelve centres ... 

AN HON. MEMBER : Who gave the 
figures ? 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER From 12 
centres they have collected the figures. 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE : Thir-
teen centres. (Interruptions) These are stan-
dard centres from where we collect the figures 
and from where you are quoting stat is tics. 
You have already quoted the same figure. 
How are you demanding D.A. ? Based on 
the same basket of commodities, on the 
same statistical yardstick. The figure which 
Mr. Ravindra Varma quoted is from the 
s::Hnc centres and from the same indicators. 

PROF. MAOHU DANDAVATE: About 
sugar, is there any compositor's mistake, 
printer's mistake ? 

SHRl PRANAB MUKH RJ EE : I do 
not think :.o. You know th~ position of 
sugar. We need not tell you. (111rermptivns) 
Jn that way we would not be k!ble to finish. 
Let us go alicau. 

Mr. Maya Thcvar went to the extent of 
asking why the growers are not getting the 
prices. Can you tell me in which year the 
area of the cane-grower· was on ly 15 per cent 
during this period of the year ? Can you 
show me one year ? You are j ust making 
long claims. Is it not a fact tha t the sugar-
cane grower , in 1978-79, had to burn their 
sugarcane ? If we had not increased the 
sugarcane price from Rs. 8 to Rs. ll per 
quintal and if we hacl not ensu red that the 
growers would get thei r price, there could 
not have been any production. That is a 
fact. That is the differcn c between good 
management a nd bac.1 ma nagcmcnt. Today 
you are coming forward with tall cla im , 
'No ; the entire economy is in doldrum '. 
What i in the dolJrums '! You ar • talking 
of planning. Can you show me a ingle Pinn 
period ? Take the ca c of power genera-
tion. You were very much cr itica l of it. 

Wha t wa the ituation when we rart d the 
plan for the periods fr rn J 94 7-1979 ? This 
country created, in the power sector, an ins-
talled capacity of 28,000 M.W. And, in ne 
period , we a rc adding 14,000 M.W.-a mea-
gre achit:vement ! Take the case of Petro· 
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leum products. Can you say that our 
economy was in the doldrum as you are 
claiming ? When we inherited and when we 
started the current planning in 1979, the 
total o~I production was 10 million tonnes. 
We are going to end with 26 million tonnes 
in J 983-84. If we cn<l the current plan 
with 30 mi11i n tonne , will you say that the 
economy is in doldrum ? You said that the 
target of coal production is 165 million 
tonnes. Even if we can reach fifty per cent 
of it, that is, 80 to 85 ' million tonnes, we 
should feel happy. It should not be for-
gotten that we had already reached 137 
million tonnes in 1982-83. I admit, however, 
that there \\Ould be a certain slippage. It is 
bound to take pit.lee. If I am to gi-ve prio-
rity in certain sectors like power generation, 
like creating irrig::ition potentiality, like 
petroleum products-I am not here talking 
in financial terms- definitely Rs. 97,500 
crores would become much more. Even in 
physical terms, according to mid-term 
appraisal, if we look at the production of 
cement, fertili sers or aluminum, we are 
reaching the target. The target which we 
have fixed is in physi al terms. At the same 
time, we have admiltcd that there will be 
certain areas, where there may be a shortfall. 
Can you tell me that it i due to bad mana-
gement of our economy ? Shri Samar Muk-
herjee is presen t here. He will bear me out 
that in 1942-43 Bengal famine took place due 
to the impacts of dr ught. In those days, we 
used to cal I it as seer-not kg. One seer of 
rice was co 1 ing us Re. 1. More than five 
million people died. The people did not have 
the purcha ing power to purchase one seer 
of rice. As a result of famine more than 5 
million pe1Jplt! di d. ll was an unprece-
dented drougl t. The Marxist Government 
in West Bega! cann t deny this unprece-
dented drought in Wi:st Ben~al. There wa 
a shortfall of loodgrains production due to 
severe drought last year. J t had been 
po ible for us t contain it. lt is not be-
cause of some mira ·Je but !t was because of 
certain proper policies and programmes 
undertaken by u . Ir was be ausc of the fact 
th t 300 to 400 million man days of addi-
tion l employmen1 are created annually in 
ttte rural areas. It wa becau of the fact 
that more than 42 lakhs families were 
brought within the purview of IRDP pro· 
gramme by pending R s. 900 I l 300 crores. 
This is the kind of management of our 

economy. It is very easy to say that the 
whole economy is in doldrums. Why is it in 
doldrum ? From the balance of payment 
position is it in doldrum ? Is it in doldrums 
because of it ? Upto 1978, the total growth 
of the economy was 3.5 %. Even in the fir~t 
three years of the Plan, we had achieved a 
five per cent growth. Does this indi-
cate that the economy is in the doldrum ? 
Is the economy very badly managed or 
poorly managed ? Shri Maitra, our good 
old friend-Shri Sunil Babu - has made a 
very interesting comment that there is a 
total economic crisis. He has quoted the 
comurner price index by saying that in 1974 
it reached a record figure and has com.e to 
the conclusion from there that there is an 
economic cri is. And, emerge:ncy in 1975 
was the outcome of the economic crisis. 
He has conveniently forgotten that in 1974 
it is true that we had a price ri e-the 
annual rate rose up to ~0% in September 
and even the consumer price index in 1974-
75 had reached 321, highest at tbat point of 
time. But if he takes the trouble of going 
through the Economic Survey he will find 
out that it came down to 28 in the next 
year and that i the only one year in that 
whole decade that it came dowr1. 

. AN HON. MEMDER : That wa cmer· 
gency time ? 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: There-
fore, the economic crisis did not deepen. 
The situation improved. You will have 
also to keep in mind that from negative 
figure 11ext year we had plus figure in our 
trade account. Therefore, he need not 
worry about the collapse of the economy. If 
we could have survived ... 

AN HON. MEMBER : With hunger. 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: In cer· 
taio times there are crisis and thi is for us 
to react in a particular way. Again I am 
referring to Shri Ravindra Varma. He said 

that it i a turbulent sea and how to pilot the 
ship in the turbulent sea. I can assure you 
that you can have the confidence in the pilot 
and the pilot surely is not merely the Fin-
ance Mini ter of the country but pilots of 
Indian economy arc the farmers who are 
working in the fields, the workers who are 
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working in the factories and they have res-
ponded. They are not '1S pessimist as you 
ar • They have responded and they have 
res~nded in a befitting manner. 

Another pertinent point has been made 
about bJack money. I agree with you that 
this is an area where we shall have to be 
firm. But who are talking of it ! May I 
respectfuJly remind Mr. Ravindra Varma 
just to remember the speech made by his 
cabinet colleague, the then Finance Minister 
that why the number of raids, searches and 
seJzurcs against the smugglers and foreign 
exchenae racketeers are getting reduced. ls 
it not a fact that you were bold enough to 
say thai these a11 exercises done by the 
pr~vtou~ Government were politically 
motiva~ed. Who gave the respectability to 
the ~tnqsglers and foreign exchange racke-
teer~ by equating them with political 
detenus: PJease look at the figure of number 
of income tax raids, customs raids 
and enforcement raids, and the 
amoµnt of smuggled goods seized. I 
am giving the figure of the last four months. 
It wa5 reached the figure of 1300. Surely, 
my collea~ue, Mr. Satish Agarwal, who 
ball the .experience of the Revenue Depart-
ment will agree with me that the number of 
raldis is reasonably encouraging. We have 
stepped up that action. COFEPOSA 
dotontions we have stepped up. Even for 
dealing with the hoarders and profiteers you 
yourself brougbt one ordinance. .The 
qrdh1ance could not be converted into law 
because of dissolution of Lok Sabha but 
wnen I as the Commerce Minister pil~ted 
'bat Bill-ordinance to be converted mto 
Piii to tackle the boarders and black?1arke-
tCMm1-you opposed yourself that ordinance. 
Tllis is the situation. A situation has been 
Cfoated where we cannot make a distincti~n 
between one type of offenders and economic 
off~nders. 

SHRI SATJSH AGARWAL: We 
Q~posed ourselves in 1979 that is why we 
w nt away. 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: It is 
not that excuse that action should not be 
taken or we should not act firmly but what 
· 1 am ·saying · is this is the area where 
i( I want to detain one person under 
COfEPOSA I cannot get the approval of 

the Home Minister of that State. 

Each and every case is to be brought to 
Delhi. Detention order is to be passed 
by my officer ; then it will be complied with. 
And when you are tackling these types of 
economic offenders who are vere powerful, 
who are the kingpins, it is not an easy thing 
to tackle them. I have instructed that even 
in respect of those who are released, Jct 
them be put behind bar for one month, 
which is the pepiod for which we can keep. 
You 111ust put a fear in the minds of all 
these smugglers, racketeers and profiteers. 
Sir, J really feel for Mr Wancl100. He 
made certain recommendations and oblerva-
tions ; I do not know whether he is still 
living. But if he would have listened to the 
debate of this House, he would have been 
really surprised how the figures quoted by 
him varied from Rs. 1.lOO crores to 
Rs. 40,000 and 50,000 crores. · So, why arc 
you indulgin~ in this type of pure guess 
work ? The Wanchoo Commission Report 
is available. You know the figure which he 
quoted, which he indicated. So, everythina 
cannot be passed on, in the name of 
wanchoo Committee Report. I am not 
trying to venture and say what is the 
quantum. It is not very im~ort~nt to 
quantify the black money ; what rs impor-
tant is to tackle, and to ·know bow effec-
tively .to tackle it. We have made various 
efforts including certain schemes with which 
you did not agree. I do not say you bad 
no reason to oppose that. You oppo~d it. 
You had reasons to oppose it. But definiteJy 
there are no two opinions that if we have 
to tackle these problems we have to dcaJ 
effectively with them. You may say what 
we are doing is not enough. But to say 
that nothing is being done and everything is 
done in collusion would be a thing which is 
totally untenable, unacceptable and far from 
the truth. 

Then, one more po)nt was raised. I was 
asked : Why are you not reducing your 
non-plan expenditure, non-development 
expenditure ? I can do it. But, would you 
help me in doing so ? 73 ~rcent of our non-
plan expenditure are accounted by Defence, 
by Subsidies, and there is a third one which 
I am just forgetting, I will just tell you ... 

SHRI SATYASADHAN CHAKR~. 
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BOR TY : Interest payments. 

~JUU PRANAB MUKHERJEE : Yes, 
"1~erest payments. These are : Interest 
pay~ents, Defence and Subsidy. Interest 

ayments you have to do. That is your 
obJiSfltion and that is one of the major 
soui;ce of your finance. The third area is 
consumption expenditure ; I mean, tbe 
CJg>Cnditure on the Defence services, Econo-
mic S.<;rvice.s, General Services, and other 
Services. Here also we are making serious 
eff9rts. 

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: But there 
is still a scope. 

SHRI PRANAD MUKHERJEE : I 
agree there is a scope and I am telling you 
to what extent I am trying to do it. 1f you 
look at the absolute figure-· it is not in terms 
of percentage, in terms of percentage it is 
decrcasing,-you will find this ; I am giving 
the absolute figure. Jn 1981-82 it increased 
QY 17.8%over 1980-81. Jn 1982-83 Revised 
Estimate it increaseu by 15.7% over 1981-
82. In 1983-84 Budget Estimates the 
increase is 13. l %. Therefore, wc are trying 
to reduce it. But we shall have to keep one 
thing in mind. Almost every third day I 
am being asked : "What are you going to 
do about 11 lakhs of pensioners ?" Letters 
are there : questions are there. For the 
first time in the history of the country, we 
appointed the Pay Commission, but we 
could not wait for the interim report of the 
Pay Commission ; the Pay Commission 
was appointed and simultaneously the 
interim relief is announced. And in terms 
qf money it is Rs. 253 cror~s. What 
I am talking is a rough calculation 
and it will be a little more. There are 
deficits of States. And if I tell this thing, 
Mr. Sunil Maitra and hi friends will simply 
jump on me. In 1981-82 the States' Deficits 
were of tbe order of R . J 127 crores. In 
1982-83 it was Rs. 694 crores excluding Rs. 
lJ'\13 crores which I have converted into 
W.cdh~m-term Loans. Therefore, these are 
91~as where it is not very ea y to do it. 

I do nQt say that there is not a case. We 
shall b,ave to do somethina. We shall have 
to try. But you have to understand the 
enormity of the problem and keeping that 
io· wbatever ii poss.ible, we are • 

trying to do. It is nobody's case· that · we 
have been able to reduce the price. Who. 
has said ? What we have said is that we 
shall try to keep i1 within the managcabJe 
limit and we have kept it within the 
manageable limit. We have not allowed 
it to reach two digits and I do say that it 
would be possible with the cooperation of 
all the sections in the House and with the 
cooperation of our workers in the factories 
and the farmers in tbe field. It will be· 
possible to maintain it. That we are doing. 
Jn the case of agriculture, we have increased. 
Each year, we have increased the price of 
agricultural commodities. Today you a.re 
talking of the kisans. What was the price 
they used to give for wheat in 1978-79 ? 
Even if you give the allowance of inflation .•. 
(Interruptions) 

SHRJMATJ PRAMILA DANDAVATE: 
Price of inputs should be less. 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE : I am 
coming to that. You will agree with me 
that the moment you find that it is going to 
have ao adverse effect on the fertiliser con-
sumption, we our~dv s reduced it. You 
cannot have both the cnJs together. On the 
one hand, you will suggest to me to reduce 
the price of th~ inputs and on the other 
hand you will say what is the best instru- · 
ment through v. hich you can make it effec-
tive. So far as the fertiliser is concerned, 
the only instrument through which you 
make it effective is by subsidy. I have done 
it by giving 7.5 % reduction_ which is 
causing how to increase the subsidy of 
more than Rs. 250 crores, on the top 
of Rs. 700 or Rs . 800 crores worth of ferti- . 
liscr subsidy already given. Therefore, these 
are the factors which we have to take into 
account and we have to keep these factors 
in view. On the top of ic, my 1rade union 
friends should not mind it. They have the 
type of concept of collective bargain and 
the pressure they are putting on me and who 
have become almost whipping boy, still we 
have to increase it by 14%. We have al-
ready increased it recently in the en&io..c;;.e..r-
ing agreement which tbe West Bengal 
Government bas entered into jncluding tqe 
public sectors in that region. There, we 
have agree to 1.5 which they have also 
aareed. Therefore, these Jlre the i cs, 
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these are causing and these a.re putting tre-
mendous stress and burden on our economy. 
Somebody advised me to look at ten years 
back. What was the price ? What was the 
situation ten years back ? It is true that 
ten years back the price was less. But ten 
years back, the gross national income was 
35,000 crores of rupees. Today it is Rs. 
130,000 crores. Therefore, if you take the 
current price, you will have to calculate the 
price also at the current price level, inflation 
also at the current price level and income 
also at the current price level. You cannot 
have both the ends together. 

The last point which I would like to men-
tion is about the demand side. 

SHRIMATI PRAMILA DANDAVATE: 
What about the DA instalments to the Gov-
ernment employees ? 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE : Don't 
ask me that commitment. Mr. Varma 
wanted to know the actual position as to 
why this money supply has increased and 
what was the rationale for changing this 
year now so quickly. Therefore, from 7 we 
have increased the CRR to 7.5 and then to 
8.0. Now, from 27th August, we are to give 
8.5. The aggregate deposits have increased 
in this period substantially and one of the 
reasons may be of the remittance, which is 
about Rs. 100 crores, as referred to by Mr. 
Maitra. That is relevant after the presen-
tation of the Budget. If that trend conti-
nues, naturally the aggregate deposits wjlJ be 
increac;ing and in order to mop up the excess 
liquidity we shall have to adjust this year. 
So far as the credit to the Government is 
concerned and the gross commercial credit 
is concerned, you know the bulk is for credit 
for food procurement. The exact [Jgurc I 
do not have now, may be around Rs. 800 
crores upto end of July. This year, apart 
from the food credit, non-food bank credit 
has also increased. Last year the figure was 
negative. But in the first three-four months 
of the current financial year it has increased 
substantially. 

I do agree with one suggestion, a very 
positive suggestion made by the initiator of 
the discussion, Shrimati Da.ndavate, and 
many other hon. Members have also sup-
ported it. And that is, side by side we have 
to build up a strong consumer movement. 
We should build up a strong consumer 
movement ; it is not an agitational move-
ment, it is constructive and educative. If 
we can build up a strong consumer move-
ment and crc:1te consumer awareness, that 
would also contribute, not to check the 
price, but to insulate the people from the 
impact, particularly the weaker section, of 
rising prices. 

Once again, I express my gratitude to the 
Members for their very valuable contribu-
tions. The situation is no doubt serious, 
but we need not be panicky. I do not hope 
that it would be possible to tackle the pro-
blems foced by the country by cooperation 
of all concerned. 

20.46 hrs. 

PAPERS LAID ON THI' TABLE 

Notification under Customs Act 

THE D EPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI JANAR-
D.HANA POOJARY) : I be6 to lay on 
the Table a copy each of Notification Nos. 
246/83-Customs and 247 /83-Customs (Hindi 
and English versions) published in Gazette 
of India dated the 25th August, 1983 toge-
ther with an explanatory memorandum 
regarding exemption to melting scrap of 
stainless steel from the whole of customs 
duty lcviable thereon, under section 159 of 
the Customs Act, 1962. [Placed in Library. 
See No. LT-6949/83] 

20.47 hrs. 

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven 
of the Clock on Friday, August 26, 1983/ 
Bhadra 4, 1905 (Saka). 


