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With regard to planting of a bomb in
Parliament Street Post Office, I would like
to say that on August 23, 1983 a bag which
was suspecled to contain an explosive was
found lying in the main hall of the Parlia-
ment Street Post Office by a Chowkidar of
the Post Office. A hand written letter in
Punjabi purporting to be from Dal Khalsa
containing usual threats and warnings was
found with the bag. The police and explosive
experts reached the scene immediately. It
was found to contain gun powder and small
nails. The experts have stated that it could
not have exploded on its own. A case under
Section 4 of the Explosives Substances
Act has been registered and is under
investigation. Of late there has been
only one more case, i e. planting of an
explosive device in Mohan Singh Place on
August 13, 1983. This was found to be a
cracker which could not have caused any
damage or serious injury. The case is under
investigation.

17.04 hrs

DISCUSSION  ON STATEMENT
MADE BY MINISTER OF FINANCE
RE : PRICE SITUATION

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Now we
take up Discussion under Rule 193. Shrimati
Prami'a Dandavate. Discussion under Rule
193.

(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Today we
are starting the discussion at 5 co’clock. 1
would like every Member whose name is
herc, must participate and anyhow, we will
have to fix the time for the debate, how far
we should sit and when the Minister would
reply. Therefore we have to make it clear
and then only we can start the discussion.

(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : I have not

asked you to stand up and speak.

I have chalked out a programme. The
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mover will take 15 minutes, the bigger
parties will take ten minutes and the smaller
parties will take five minutes each. The
Minister will reply at 7.45 p.m. Now
Shrimati- Pramila Dandavate.

(Interruptions)

SHRI MANI RAM BAGRI
Point of order.

(Hissar) :

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER :1 am sorry.
What is your point of order ? Under what
rule ?

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE (Raja-
pur) : Under Rule 376.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Time is being
wasted. If you are going to do anything in
a clandestine matter or ask for some
clarification, I will not allow.

sT) HEITH QTS - JTNETLT {1, 19
agd gfgmta & | AT SEAIF! 27 T77 Q14T
f& Fa1 HIF 97 @ 1 1T FAT 7Y |

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : 1am sorry.
There is no point of order. There is no
point of order. Now, discussion. I am
SOrry.

St HAIR QIS ¢ WY FIZE ATH
HIET & | (g AL St @ =79 F faq gwfag
Figl 7aT o1 {6 2w & eax o1 fanzdy gu
HEIGEA

'(EW&F{)‘

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER :
not record.

Please do

(Interruptions)**

Y AR FETE ;a9 717 gfag an
qaT F1 AT F1 79 fAdw gt F g1a7 ok
qrAFT* (cgauT)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : When a suo
moto statement has been made no clarifica-
tion can be sought. Time is being wasted.

**Not recorded.
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Some times an important discussion takes
place. All of you must co-operate.

(Interruptions)

oY HAYTIR qUTEY ¢ gareder o1, gaid
S I & | T ASF GHA g ¢ | A7 H0
foegaft 1 @1 & 10 (smamE)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Shrimati
Pramila Dandavate. The time allotted to
you is fifteen minutes, Madam.

st afaar vzaa (avaf sae-ae) ¢
aro |8 FAG-HAN 7 vF faigq wza &
ATHA @ 4T | § 57 T877 0F A2 & F19
ST a1 §- A URT HegH A1 g,
QAT ST I8 a3 F ANT a—d AIATT F AGH
ST g, gafad sa &1 AT &7 FAAAT HT
1A gl grar g

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA (Calcutta North
East) : Including Madhu Dandavatc ?

SHRIMATI PRAMILA DANDAVATE :
Yes, including Dandavatc.

37 ¥ afa qur 1w fa =@zral #iwa
FIT 8, AT T FIAT FATZ, AL FT FrHA
FAT §—T=4 HIAA1 H 37 &1 B €1 7EAH
a3t grar g afea & 7 gy =i gdedy
g FIfH GA T AATAT qAT &

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE (Raja-
pur) : Instead of attacking the Government,
she is attacking me!

st sfawr qveaq @ gafay oq ugeT
FIT YA G H A9 T {90 g F1 faar
ar 537 Fa1 frogaa g1

SHRI RAM SINGH YADAY (Alwar) :
Then perhaps male Members may not be
given an opportunity.

sl sfasn qowa@ : ge Gar qwar
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a7 & st &1 GIHIT SFar 1 ARy 93
auw fog®d wWrg wv &1 ag Fgarfw
qTEA VIS SART G g 8, 2949 2.5
qRAFE FIAGT AITH FILHT dg wAT § A
FegT G1EH LT 6.5 UGS A WAT &,
qg qgd WIEIT g, SATaT Agl agrg, aAfed
ST agd g¥ &1 Fardr g A% qarg fF
fawer Y @iel & g fra¥ ag § ITH
g garEr fraar gfexa g a1 g f9as
g § &1 17 QAT 9Far 97 A1 Agl 9F
qFAT &, IAXT AT F47 147 &1 9% &, fo
FIAIE geal g fa® & & aam gFA g |
TS FT I9z 1 UF JYIAT a7 T97 8"

S @Ew awaTe (F9q7) w9 =war
qurg gasit & aifed |

siteet sfasr qogad: qar /g gua
gasi &1 afer e srar 69 E ar q@x
AT AT EINAT IART |1 &ATT FT 79
A FT YA STAT LT TEAT S1AT AT g
madi ¥ fogw @7 @mal ¥ |61 F g
ga ag § & uF qeaw &« 1 qgon F fa
T FATAT A1 Ghower g1 ag1

AT 5 AIZH AT & JT HIT §—IF
¥ gEAT dgd FIT FIIT F—FTAT q4r |
FIA T T fTEqT M-I IgT ST &Y
TAT & | AL FTL07 - =77 FT Az wrg-
AfeqT 77 QT 8 | AW FILT—ATH  o79-
siefza gaatfissz agq sarar ag w@r |
H4T FXT—ATT AA-ATE HT AT 98
SATT F7T § AfFT 1S aF I IV Feare
T HT 1T & | 797 FTIT— gAfrfmdee
qfsa® Uug 133z 92X | & A egAl
q1 afedrzsi a8 7 gF & frgat qog
q ST QU TIEFNT A @) Wi e}
STZHS Gl AT @l 8 | B3 HFRIT— AF
QST g1 239 H Y 0ed) o gy
g 9 ardifwfons efady dar & §
faa® staar w19 Hgh gral 9T T g9 )
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ga 7 a7l fye feai ux @ara qer ar—
St =i & g fI Srd §, at 239 JaAl ¥
AT WA FI AE GBI &, dfewd qAAl HT
TEAYTT MIIA & g & FW & | W
fafrez< &t gar g 8 a1 fF @ awg o
giar g, Jafs Fra & garfas o8 i S
arer &1 ArFW fFHar 1 gFHAT R |

AT FA 2 {6 Q1 A81 q¢ g, Afha g
dY I TeALT AYHT & | 23 SATET F AT
J1ZqT A@ITT HATS § H Ival & ATYTT 9T
AT FTATAT FArgar g fF grada grga
grgaq fraar agrd | 3°+ garfa® 6 Haed
F1 3T ATF TFHATA 6.9 TLET ATI FE
ArEfFEA BT 10.9 TIEE, BE 7 T 11.9
qegee, HITeST #7113 97, #iT glaqa
grgw zueFg 314.3 faar g1 wafs ag
qAg<, 1982 H 279 91, FA@d 1983 H
293 91, 919, 1983 H 298.4 AT AT 6
JTEd, 1983 &1 314.3 97 74T |

Tq %] Ha9T 43 & [F 14 9% 7T 375
SYYETR 1 T 1980 Ha«r Haraa &
YT I GO F T AT FTSIAT A13H
geeFy F13@, Al ATT F qar g & 7«
7% F (A FT TIEHT | 50 9@ a4V
ST IFFT FFT g9 AT % qo7€ T TSTE |
& ofix sarar fedem z@ @A 9% AT9A
A8l Tadl g afed uF 1T g7 AT FAT
aredt ¢ fr sgiwad grgaw 71 feaana
FFOqAT ATTHS TT AL FIATE | ATT A A
ag woe faar & fv adl grar g eitT saa
FT0T 9191 fF &9 qgw Fgre, UHAIAR &
fF Wggal A FFogu< & 19 & S
fafearda g, ag ANgHwA FIA1 2 | I OF
FTT & AT ZHF AIY FIF AR FLL
qIErad s uF FIr § AF AT F
fe @ dR 93 7df afew avexgs difan
FI&F GaTY AT | TA ATE A AHEGA
ware FEafaar ad) gd § o 9ar FTH1A
gy Srar g, g1 g FF9FAT 9L 93Am
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g | gAfAT STZAT TFT HT TH FIL g W
g

oF gra & ag WY wgar wEdt E fe
FHE F FEr AT O A1 HYAT T7EAN g,
Y FIX A oY, 91 fo weoque gEIAI
F@ & A Tifge afsT gaF arx ¥
s FH AL gAT 2 | § Az 98T &I ATAT
T1gdr g fa ena gfeear wigw gesaq o1 wE
1982 % 462 &1, 92 7% 1983 ¥ dg&<
521 gravar 1T AT 1983 H 98 543
Braar 1T aig ¥ A 1982 ¥ HE 1983
& 419 Hag 12.8 982 43T g1 THI
THIT FFFTA 129 Feeaq Wl a3 WIg |

A ST ITFAST FgAl T, TAFT TF I
FI01 § AT ATZAN E | T 19 q9E AW
FIA E, A1 A9Z I FIA THT AT UFTAAT
T F 19 T AT <FF AT g, I94
9zl R @13 § T uFNiagfea asa q
AT H A TZT ade !l 1981-82 &F a5e
F 9g® A199 T 2500 FUT w79 & Al
Fam agr fau uFdegfza snEd @ &k
qAT & 418 2600 FULT &1L F =Vl & 19
T3l fa7 | g8 avg @ A\ a5z F T1T HGA
5400 FUT &7 & ZF4 AN 9T T1F T97
FT AT {30 | TZ F1H AT FAGT FI W@
o 1T g a1 UH & I9471 Tar g | O al
T ¥ 924 A9 Uq7 FI § AT IAF A1
qsTZ § AT &5 AN § A fHT graisizd
FAC A g | IHALE H AR I AT AL
AT A &, IFW A & agd § MT
uFFgfea rsq g Wy 1Sl F 9 AP
g

UF arq ag W wgAr Az fF nefaa-
fady simg #r gz 7€ g\ ol @2 gaEadig
AT FT UIAA  ATT[ g AT gAfT0 qaswT
qar & f& fraar zifz o farar aar &
ST CATT &1 ATISH AT9Y T4ET 9T, Iq9 15
¥ 20 W@ 1A F9 w3 faar § w4ifs
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&Y ATYA IEE T@T 9T, IFAT Q0 AGI &l
grar g | F9 &1 erie 165 fafqas ==
T@T 91 A AT I9H1 154 fafqas =3 #1
fear & ) gg st Jea I qr9q <@,
SEFT 50 TIT ) AT G FT A9,
o & guadt g f5 3o anrarT gy Saar |
T GG YA F IR F amax 309 fafa-
g9 &9 TAT 97 AfFT T 9§ HITL HIFHT
290 & 285 fafaam z7 awsmag g1 %
sYeFma & ak ¥ g wg @ F fF fews
S0 gH 4 | AT9H1 adr g fF 1978-
79 ¥ §aY SATET HT STeFWA AT AT AT
=@ §IS F S EW(E AT TWT 41, 9 THE
W g A FI AF G| AT F1ET AT
o ¥ 154 fafag eq #1eme w@rnan
JfFe 96 I F1 T FF M99 146 9
148 fafaoa =7 T fgar g & 9rax
JARWT o 30 ILHE AIFT FH &1 W18
T qQIFT T WIS & aog ¥ gefezaa
YeFqT AT gaW el & NeFWA I
FATIT @I 2 | ga STTg) aX 19 @ fF
Sreqwd &9 al W@l & | Sgi 9% ewifaz
FrEgAfET Fadar &, d IEF AT ;AR
SreF agal AT T ATq HIY T g
F4, @ ga@ @war g f& s ceaIfady
ATY ¥ 1T HIHAT &1 % ¢ |

xfFa 9w &gAT Age fF diEwa
grgr &1 faex fqard geeed) fafaee
Y wgrfr foew @Fam@l o 4-5 9@
reFwd qg1 AafFH gAIT ETWT § AT
SYZFAA FETA FHTIT | 3T ATTRT AT
ZTQIE QT FIAT g AV 1y A A1t |
ATTHT 12 U@ WISFWA  &FTAT T |
gge e § fwaar & faeex of7 3 98 #gr
g fFgn ¥ I§T qAT FL THA g
IfFT Sad fag gal 8w ® TwEaax
qIfgq | gHIR agT K1 F7 TISFNF FZAT
qifge, I F cgawar J=8! g 4
gt wifgy, edfagfadt g ag @ fasdl
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F1fgq 1 AT At IAFT F A SIS gAA
FU I AT A FYAT FATMAEAIIS AT
HI9F TATH R G EFA ¢ | ATHT AR
aaar g fa stma® ¥ 2rqzd QR ALY |1 gFd
& | STFT FI Jg g [F AT 3q9 ZRIE-
TFTLFT SIF T MATLT A8 FI @ &, AT
adl geeArs qv Fealel Ag T W R, AT
sfwrfae wgafan aw Agf FT WY | A9F
gX asdz o sfwfae wrgdfar ggdr a% @,
AUF AT FIFHS FO W FATZT | T A5
ferst ot agdY 7% € 1

A H1T G G1EAT§ o A s AT
F FEA FIA & faw Hag IzrA Tfgd
914 FHITA 4 Fg1 g fF 3w | fFadl 9%
Al § TAFT SIS AGN AT AHKAT g | 371
Ag QY& ;I ar3 A19FT a1 qqqr fF
IS W H SZIZT AAT A A RAY agd SATIT
21 FAWA 7 Fg1 g % 2w oaAr aag
TEFIT qIAAT GIAT| 2FH €2FAL &I
faraeiwIg FIA7 937T 1 g7 feAMgsaa
FIAT ISIT | ATqH 1946 & g7 foHar a1
f awer 481 garr 1 99 a1z anaq faa
wvgq fad 21397 |l A19F TF g
FIS &0AT &) fas arar g | ga anar §
f srra AT WNEe sfeeda ¥ agi o gAaTe-
Y & @ o, dg A1 agr ¥ sAF [AI &
AAFY fRI TR egrge a1 & &7 FamAr
AT AT g fF straFt g3 'S & Aleq
F1 feumergawa &A1 Iifgu | a7 =%
qdr g1 ¥97 & FTed § FAGT g | I Y
a1 ®09 & Al &1 feqergama #33q &
d AR &% FAT FEA & H agd
gaeaar faastt | ag 1F & g oy o
I3 & qAT LA ALl 31 GFAT 2 1 {TIFHT
qFT 1T & €T F AR FgA Y IS A |

A 9 ¥ qgqr g fE snawr afsas
fefezaenua faeew rzed) Facq &3 wan
g | feeell wge a% & gFEY § A9 A
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fran € | wriat &Y ard @Y s <@ 1 arraw
T gwTdl 93 e aret ey & g ot
ag1 faa & 1 319 smdo A UHo § AN
FL T AT I G517 FH FTEY 8 |

gAY QW H FSGAT WReFwd wrsfad
gt =rfge 1 g9k 3w § grzg  feaqwmA
Fuct g F1fgy | 37 FAY F qyrega
g AR F5GAT A TG | A1 TIHT AR
H3IAT & A9 H 7§ &4 fafseq a7 #1
Waa |

smawl Qe fafsaw w787 fagad s
gy & e FEEEr fad 8§ awc
fefezasawra sraq aF fafaaa &1 &9 531
Fg grdr gt 9 fanyd @ ek 29 @
wal s Arfwfen ar gifew a1 T8 g1 @

gl

U =Y § qrod @A @Ar A1gdl g
afefwfarmer edhaefadt & @ & 1 gAR
gaeafa sraRadyc 4 81-82 H UH AIST
frarert fF 90 9X82 Slsawd €01 GHed
¥ gurs & s =ifec) A AqrERe A
gaeafg &t waafeadt w81 9% ) AT &
=0 feasq &1 | ¥ 31T qiS ol g Tear
Y 1B & dlw EAT FY 1T FT AF | O GG
gra wrwY fafreez 3 AT 9 HT 9%
fegr o gareaf ¥ &Y% S5 S19T S QT ¢
25 [T FT ZAN Fa1a # fF ag A g
AEGACE T

“It js impossible to adulterate vanaspati
with beef tallow.”

3g% a1z wizgrare arg g & 417 8
ge & enmaw "L fwar 37 AT &7 |
Please withdraw this order.

ST AT AIST & fAg3T1 A HILq Al
ST TTerg 9de feats ag STat @ A I
5q TCdT TeATE ®H HT A § Al IR
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Tt agl § gwaT & fF Iw A 9w awg B
aifefEras @l & 29 9q1 FQ §
F8 gY gFIT Y HT AT § AT FogHl B
% H, g1 g3 F1Ad) 9T R geedfes qor
geafa @dEa F fag Asrge gMT asar 4
Q&Y FIE TIHIT AT T, TF F1E FIH AT
I31¢ JTfeF FqAS F1 o7F ¥ T @A &
ferg aagz 7 AT 98 |

¥ 50 gaATd I THIT F AV
1. Stricter control over money supply ;

2. Prevent huge deficit financing ;

3. Take measures like demonetisation ;

4. Uncarthing of black money ;

5. Refusal to have Bearer Bonds and put
premium on black money ;

6. Strict monitoring to ensure that
unaccounted money is mopped up by
licence scandals ;

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Your sugges-
tion that there should not be currency notes
but only coins is a very good suggestion.

sitwat wfaar deaq @ TaT AT FW A
Fifag faga smaze ofqm gar g dEr
F{H S AW gAEAIg Ad § IAR! HIY
g 39 & | sorh FAY 1 TAGEES FI FT )Y
T AT FIT §, ST TLE A ATTHT £4T
ST 7ifgq 1 F FoguI qFHT § F1H FIGT
g1 AT ATT JFHFTTHI TIIZT AT § |
Tafau s saw fafasts & qrg g& Srar
qear g1 AU gaE g fF uw #ega}
gregnd fafaey &1 fawio fear smar
=rfgd | 39 fafasdl & qra sSTae gx aqv
IR 1T g FIJT TFA ¢ |

grgg fFeae &S oy @ ey #sg-
a5 % wiafafa, e & afafqfa &k
sregad & wiafafy @ fafoda sy



391 Discussion on Store

Price Situation
gz ww Y haarRdz z & feElsgmd
AAA AT AT & qT gl AIfgT
afsos ferdlegma faezm &1 o o
YT FLAT AMET | Ig 79 A9 FIA AT H
qagdl g for oAz 9rgE WIS F1 AT HIA
FT TFA ¢ | § aqorr w1 g fa snra gara-
I & ZHHT FHIA

SR oo @Ey (a7 ) o gAH A0E
&Y T1F AZF 1 qFAT § A1 IHA FIT FHY
ft 71 T aFar g & 1 weaw aAig A
& o7 forad aftare a3 & o+ g wgmg &
qIY SATT QRATAY TS 98 @Y & | AfE
gfigerr st &Y g7 arg 7 § ggng A4 g F
TH WIS AIW SAar 9T AT TiT H Al
T § 3T 9T AT ARFIT A1Z FTAT ATFAT
2 el sarar H1z FT WY &1 R al
dgard &1 UFA F faw, zaw FHFE &
fag, wer afz &1 OFa & fag gravg &1
SATH FT G & 1 FiEFAfas fFaor goret
FI gl % q¥aT g AFAT 3 9§ 3§ T
W@ 2 A1 zH fmr ¥ ag 9acAwla, FTH
ggeAuite g aife aigt § srA STAqr 1
HIFAF WA Z, Al AT £ ATIH
HAWFATT &, 397y gt aa | afg arg-
sifrs faazor gt # F Afe 2g wrdr g
fsa® fau q=ma @ AFT YSF T TF
wafzar adl gi 8 faagraz smgfra
gg for wert &1 f5a aw@w @ fagaw § war
ST, AgT FE T FAT IO OA Afr 13 S
g faa® F13w §gmE aT g ®F F Fg
qUA1 §¥9F 72T 21 9FAT 2 |

ulF 9ed] F1 gATIF A€ A g | /I
1983 # ag 294.3 41X 997 ¥ 97
297 &1 74T |

ST 7€ § 304.6 A4T AT H 307.1 911
qEME 1 g IH AL IAF HAF €70
g, gaT FEIT I 0F F1I0F | FIT 99 F
fraifaa st g & Wre ag Wos
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FI0 § | 7 fawer arer 2.20 wfa faan ar
9g 39 919 3.50 g AT, IET 3.25 9
qEFT 4 24 g AT AT 7 Y &
gAF FIX F FgAT gvFa g JfF a9
X T qgedl &1 QAT A4 A1V E AT
SAFT AgT AQIAT g | WEME FI a5 afz-
T & oY qATT Ieq+T g1 ATqT & 91T WIH I
g #1 A qrd faadr @ ar A F8;
fasd), #tT T faadr & @ & A )
famdy | @ a1 w7 wfag &7 1dl o1 @y
21 EHTU ]W T g T ITIT H 1A
AT HIS @2 7 qF6d | AfwT g@r ad)
2 f& avET wgeAmia Ag) 8 | GIFT Jq6A-
ma 2, 97 MEEF IF19 FT g7 3T FI
aFa g7 FW gaEr a1 #47 @iz faas
FI FUST To FT @A g FATE | TaH
HATAT ageAl g5 ATATRY Sff GIAT &I TXZ
EHET WE T8 g R | ST THHT AT QFT
1 weg afg QFAT gfewar g |

it faZor ¥ WrIY 1 1Ha 9%  IATT AT
grar & 3qq WY 777 afz gar &) zafeg
HTATT F1 q1eTz 1§49 H3A1 Fifzo ) Ffwq
az AaAq A1 2 fF R weq 92 fagam
FEr W@ | AIFR F 3facg § 7 ge7 9¥
fra=aor fwar stro | g & o7 v fafaa-
fedt Afmar &1 wgerar g g gugdT g | 99
Y GET FT FA(T FIAT AT 7iw faF gray
g a1 ggmig 21T g S UST GIFIL 12 &
TS GEgT F7A1 2 fad gq 7wganrs 197109
WIST FAAT TZAT & 1 AT JISar § o a8
|IgAT AT TETT AT g, IS faw o gH
g9 FIAT 9347 g faaw agars agzdr &

TETA HAT ZHAT FAT EAT 3NTA 20
A FAAH & T gE AFAT § ITH g
F1 9t gafa gy & ar guw faw faear
gFz FIGT 2 FqifF 20 A F1IHT AT
e & fa0 uF qreaw g i S geal #y
f fag=am & @ aFar § #4ifF ag =y
T T F FAAR qen & fag & @
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gl SR Wl & ¥ A giwarst &
FIAFIIT FT FTA ST FIFTA &1 gHar
1 & | wfFT g8 fqu 29 gaeag warfag
F3aT Aifgu AR mar aifzy fr foe atg
¥ weg faafaq £ A9 qAar w1 g
qgAT G%d g |

wfeT ag § qe Fedl § fF strar smas)
&Y i %7 wiaq & aF1 3@a gu a1 Afgs
faarad & st awdr £ ag T Mfgd @R
ueq 3fg F1 fagao & a0 & oo ot fae=a
FY AR ATIFATG & IAR! AN &1
JqAE FUA FT eqFEqT FIAT AFRW
JIFTT ATAT61 F1 F1AIfeaq F7 F foQ
Ffzareal & aasge goadta 9 FT @

g

Tq 413 H &1 AT AF) & | g7 a8 qFeAar
gry, afz fag = @aq #1 aq] fF ag
WEME &1 F1T F FI9 & (@ F97 70T FI

T9 WeEl & qIT § ATIFHT G748 3l 7 |

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA (Calcutta North
East) : Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, the hon.
Finance Minister in his statement pretends
to exude confidence, but at the end of his
statement, in the last paragraph of his
statement, he cautions us against compla-
cency and hints that every possible step
should be taken against inflationary trends.
In his statement he has tried his very best to
juggle with the figures and present before
the country a position as if it has really been
poscible for the Government to contain
inflation and contain spiralling of prices.
In attempting to do so, very selectively and
carefully he has taken a time span in order
to arrive at certain conclusions which will
substantiate his arguments. For example,

he says :

“In the 1l1-week period from 14th
May to 30th July, 1983, wholesale
prices increased by 2.5 per cent which
is significantly lower than the increase
of 5.4 per cent during the same period
in 1982-83...” etc., etc.
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I do not sec what is the justification for
his picking up the date of 14th May, why
he should start his exercise of assessing the
price rise from 14th May. 1st April is the
heginning of every financal year. 28th
February is the presentation of the Budget.
The figures of 26th February are available.
I could have understood if he had taken 26th
February ; I could also have understood if
he had taken Ist April, the beginning of the
financial year. But, instead, he has taken
14th May, because that is the most conve-
nient time for him. If he takes the time
span between 14th May and 30th July, it
suits his purposes. Now I will give you the
figures. If you take, instead of a Il-week
period, a 23-week period beginning from
the 26th February 1983, because on 28th
February you placed your Budget, to 6th
August, 1983—that is the latest figure ; when
you made the statement, it was not avai-
lable, but now it is available—the rate of
inflation comes to 7.12 per cent, not your 2.5
per cent. If you take 1983 alone, from
January 1983 to the week ending the 6th
August, 1983, then the price increase per
month comes to 4.01 per cent, not 2.5 per
cent.

Mr. Dcputy-Speaker, he has taken all
these figures and made all calculations to
arrive at certain conclusions. Actually he
had arrived at the conclusion first and then
he tried to fix up the premises, he went
backwards ; it is a sort of inverted logic that
he has propounded in his statement.

Because the time is very short, I will gO
over from the wholesale price index to the
consumer price index. What is the situation
in consumer price index ? As Mrs. Pramila
Dandavate was saying, actually the market
prices as reflected in the consumer price in-
dex are not reflected in the wholesale price
index.

Day before yesterday, I myself went to
Karol Bagh and purchased one kg. of
potato. It cost me Rs. 2.00. Yesterday the
same quantity of potato cost me Rs. 3/.
This is a fact.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE : This
is excluding the transport charge.

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA : That is right.
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So far as the consumer price index is concer-
ned, I have got with me the statistics for a
ten year period prepared by your Labour
Bureau—Labour Burcau of the Government
of Indja. It has been published in the Indian
Labour Journal. If you really study the
trend of prices in the consumer price index,
the situation that arises, the picture that
arises, is really something very fearful. It
isnot that I am here just to spite the
Government or to abuse it or to vilify the
Government. I am not saying this for the
sake of criticism. There is this dangerous
trend that is appearing. In 1983, if you take
three months, somewhere in his statcment,
he has stated that due to seasonal variation,
there is some price rise. If you compare it
backwards, then Isay that your seasonal
variation argument will not stand, excepting
marginally. In the month of April, the
Consumer Price Index was 508 with 1960 as
the base year. Then, in the month of May,
it shot up to 521—a 13 point rise in one
month in the all-India Average Index. It
has never happened in the past except in
1974. Please check up my statement. I
have been studying this and so T have
been telling you that there was a 13 point
rise in one month.

You will find that only in 1974, between
August-September, the rise was of 13
points—from 321 it rose to 334 points. And,
in between 1974 and 1983, in all these years,
you will find that in one month there was
an increase registering a 13 point rise. What
happened in the month from May to June ?
As against 521 registered, the rise was of
12 points. It shot up to 533 points. What
was the trend in 1974 ?  This was the trend
in 1974 and your Government could not
control it. In June 1975, there was the
emergency. In any socicty, economy is the
foundation and on it is built the political
and social superstructure. The superstru-
cture shows signs of cracks when the foun-
dation starts subsiding. This was what
happened in 1975 which led to cmergency
and the rape of democracy. Similar situa-
tion we are approaching bccause of the
rising prices in the year 1983 '(Interruplions)
I am not holding any brief for the Janata
Government. So far as economic issues
are concerned, we find no difference between
the Congress Party Government and the
Janata Government. But it should be to

AUGUST 25, 1983

Discussion on Store 396
Price Situation

their credit all through the prices were more
stable in the year 1977-78. Mr. Dev, this
has been published in your journal. You
did not study it. How can I help an igno-
rant man. Please read it and study it, Mr.
Dev. (Interruptions) What are the reasons
for the unchecked price spiral ? What is
the reason for this—firstly it was due to a
continuous increase in the indirect taxes.
In 1950, we used to pay Rs. 62 crores by
way of excise duty and in this
year’s budget it is more than Rs.
9,000 crores. What is the excise duty,
Mr. Minister ? In the morning when I get
up and take a cup of tea, for tea leaves I pay
excise duty and for sugar 1 pay excise duty.
When I smoke a cigarctte I pay excise duty
on it and also excisc duty on the match
stick. For medicines I pay excise duty and
when I die and my body is wrapped upina
piece of new cloth then1 pay excise duty
for the new cloth. This is the excise duty
and the result is price rise.

Next is inflation. One of the biggest
sources of inflation is deficit financing.
Leave aside your budgetary deficit. What
about your supplementary budget. 1 happen
to be the Chairman of a parliamentary
committee. It so happens that I have been
the member of this parliamentary committee
for the last three years. WNow, I am reali-
sing the impact of your budgetary exercises
to my utter dismay. During my college
days it was not taught to me that a budget
can be dragged on for 3-4 years. Then with
how many suplementary budgets you come
and after 2-3 years you persuade this House
to sanction excess expenditure. Therefore,
your usual figures of deficit are not the real
figures. The figure goes on increasing and
nobody has calculated what is the actual
amount of deficit in a particular year. That
may be ascertained after 4-5 ycars. The
more the inflation the more the price
rise.

Thirdly, you allow the monopoly capita-
lists to go on minting more and more profit
becausc in order to develop capitalism in the
country you want to accumulate capital
and the principle of elementary economics
is that the more the profit the more the
capital. Sir, when the Britishers left this
country the total assets of the Tatas and
Birlas were Rs. 60 crorcs and today it is
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more than Rs. 3,000 crores. It is as a con-
sequence of the planned policy of the
Government of India which they have been
following for the last 36 years. The result
is that monopolists have amassed wealth by
jacking up prices and your policies are
squarely responsible for this price rise.

Sir, the Finance Minister in his statement
has stated that some measures have been
taken to mop up excess liquidity. What is
the reason for this excess liquidity in the
economy he has not stated. Apart from
other reasons, yesterday when I was listening
to your submission in the Swraj Paul debate
you stated in your reply that every month
morc than Rs. 100 croies are coming to this
country. Ifevery month Rs. 100 crores are
coming to you then are Rs. 100 crores being
matched by equal amount of goods and
services ? If it is not so, then there is bound
to be excess liquidity and what are you going
to do about the excess liquidity ? This
quack way of trying to hold the price line
will not succeed as it has not succeeded
earlier.

I am not going into the impact of exter-
nal borrowing on the price situation in the
country ? It has gota very great adverse
impact. If todayitis notfelt, Iam sure,
by 1985-86 and 1986-87 the impact of your
external borrowing will be felt by the
economy as a whole, in the form of tremen-
dous rise in prices. You should not goin
for these borrowings. So, what is to be
done ? Have you developed the public
distribution system as you promised ? No.
You have not done it. What is the condi-
tion of the public distribution system today ?
Mrs. Dandavate stated that in the public
distribution system nothing is available.
Even your your existing public distribution
system is being dismantled. I would like
to refer to Unstarred Question No. 772
dated 16th July 1982. The question asked
was : ‘““How many fair price shops were
increased in the country during the last three
years ?”’ Your answer says this : “1980,
2.75 lakhs ; 1981, 2.97 lakhs, 1982, 2.84
lakhs.” This is from your answer. I am
quoting it. Is this the way of expanding
your public distribution system ? You assu-
red us that you would take this seriously ;
you have not done it, your Government has
pot taken it seriously. T suggest to youto
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take the following immediate steps :
Number one : You should strengthen
your public distribution system.

Number two : You should resort to natio-
nalisation of wholesale trade in foodgrains.
You will have to do it ; there is no escape
from it. That is the only way.

Number three : You should procure at
least 14 essential commodities of daily life
like rice, wheat, pulses, soap, edible oil and
so on,-—you should procure it centrally and
supply them to the States and fix their prices
within the purchasing power of the people ;
you must distribute them through fair price
shops. The hon Minister, 1 know, while
replying to my points,—if he cares to refer
to them, would say, where is the money
needed for such a huge subsidy, I would
just like to draw your attention to the
ASIAD jamboree which took place in
Delhi. At that time you decided to const-
ruct a Ring Railway around the city of
Delhi ; it cost you Rs. 33.41 crores. The
projection by the Housing Minister, Shri
Buta Singh—he is coming in now—was this.
The projection was that 2.80 lakhs people
would travel by this Ring Railway. But
what is the position now ? The hon. Rail-
way Mihister gave me reply in writing. In
reply to my unstarred qucstion, he says that
only 209 persons have been using thc Ring
Railway daily today. This is the present
position. Instead of the projection of 2.80
lakhs people, the present number of people
who travel is only 209. You have spent
already more than one thousand crore. , You
cannot plead you have no money. You have
money. You have squandered public
money unnecessarily. 1f you have a sense
of responsibility and obligation to the people
to whom you pledged at the time of the
election, then one of your fmain and impor-
tant measures is to hold the price line.
Please do have some sympathy for the
common people, for the weaker sections and

please accept the suggestions which I have
made.

Wl g A (sewie) . wrAAE
SqTEAeT Y, It AR qer s fager &

faet & <t s agt ax F§, AEAa fag
A g Y @2 HE 1§ sTed #Y TH A
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¥ fagr war a1, 39 § st faear arata fasg
A S A Agt aegaq v o, I F qIET
SATY WIFATG =aq7 gE g AT (FHAT &1 @
Y §F1T AT 21 @aar i fadl # agq @
WTZq ST Yok #, wWei aga @ sfawd
AT AT FT &, qgd W A U g A
Sraq & FIT, fqq9F shganmd g3 qrem
gea gfg 1 smT azan g &k fafems &7
TR AT § 9 9 3fg giar ga 79 F fag
farar &1 fana 81 #gagarg & g
AT 3a% fau gam@ &7 8 fefqa g ane
gq1er ag e giar g fF ow frafg &r gF0-
gert &4 fawar g g4 feafa &0 gEmEan
F¥9 & fau wradg fag g 9 7@
& &1 ATAIgH fFar & ok 20 @3a &
qIEAR & qIX 37 &7 a7ra1ga fFar g ) a5 e
FITA F FCCT &, FH TR I TS TET
FEH I T qed Jig Agl TF aFdl |
AT GIHIT 7 UH 39 T30 & HIT A
qga ¥ WY U q9q 1% 2 I IAFT qEdl
§ T FIAT F1 A0z 6 g% 2 AfwT 3%
IHL 7 I &1 AT ATAT & | AUt 9,
faa#y azFre afeqn goa 63, w7 ZArd
XFIT 4 qurdil F fawg F197 aqmaw
31T EAFH-A1H 12T F 191 & [@o|F 4
FTAT A1, A1 6TA UST § IT FIAAT &1
AN FIT & TR & f7mr) ag Ia40
EAARI F1 YT & HAT AFGAT § 0F A9
qg FgAT Argar g 5 st smawaFAr q
ard &1 & f& g9 a7 717 fassa FT a3w1
F) 7IZ FL AR Yeq afg &1 AFT F (qQ
GLEIT ST H37 2T @l g, SH IF & A
FY 1T, ITHT ZTAAT F1 1T | A5 TFfF
FHTRT AT 48 & (% IeT0aa agral, a1 gaml
faga & fax gz w39 & fF Fzaw sU R
gg uF @y & a|a g R oafs g
78 agnr, afz FR@E A TA4X, I T
qfg #& T | T A7 gEaT F & fag
AR &1 afid #39 & R g uF oTa g
g feafomamm 1 ggad & & fag
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ST %3 &, 37 @ &1 57 9% fraar
fawarg § stz feast & g9 ara \Aa §)
gR FEd & fo I aw AT ag Fga ¢ @
Th | gW Fed & % [gegeard & g3y Hi
FT JATZT dZTH & (AT 17 F I IT AT
wfaa &1 Iz F f0 13 erreq, A7 F W12
&3 T AT 39 & | 39 avg #1 fAafeq wal-
zaz afy fauer &1 @, fager & gar
fa=t &1 wgam, a1 fafesa S gx fama g1
¥ g geq afg #) fadfaa 39 & fag
FIH I3[ IEN B, F 7T TR A¢) Al 7 &
FH 3751 afq wezat gz aF1E 1 39-
fag & eras wregw & eaq fager & fa=y
& 7z faage svar arzar g fr g afg @
U7 F1 F AFA GIFIL FT FIH T GHA, I9
T HIT AT FT FTH GOFFI A947 AT
garg =9 F zifass and i g M
FIH ISIT, JAH IAH[ ITHT Y3 FIAT
TFifga |

areaay, 9ou gfg & fau fager & &
HYFTI FT AagaqT TG g, GFEIT &1 219
e &t Fifaw F7d § AfFT ITF7T 27 F19 Y
T qeer Fifze f5 wew afg &1 GFA &
fa gna 3 & 2 Faw I3 2 31X ITHT
qgT FO© AL T AT AT | 1975 #1T
1976 ® a¥F1T 7 9zg1 9% fag7or qrF o
ARAAT q15 41 7T 1977 F 413 ST GTHIT
ggi 9z ay, sit a7 ggiqv 438, A%
FE AN I AE AT AN-afeqg & qr-
AEE A

TS A ST SR QW H T gy
qIY T30 FO § 5 gw weal w1 quia
frafaa 78f $3T a3 § 1 e9% faq Faga
as T | FIg ST 9TI@ErEr 1977 FY
TE YT AFATE AR 1979 T a9 arag
9 91 57 gHIL A1 W Agg F owagr
AT T fAg 917 /AT ¥ R 3w gy
W § ghawd 27 Sfawa ar &t 5 gay
g3 THANT A7 1 YA F (7 ATIHIA )
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B W@ ¥ A1 3qFT &1 gfeagn gy 4v 1

1980 ¥ wrqA ¥ ATA F 413 gHA UF &
918 UF =g F3H 9314 | fedt aIFiT a1
wad Afaat & F17 qW A AT F7 <A1
F g1 197 a1 fag® w130 gh AN mara
FLAT 9T | IFF 17 A ) FIAT agA A
gwrar 4 faaa fag gw g &1 =nam
FIAT LT | gAA ag srota gafag fwar
foaq fF a2 arqreat fAafaa fear s
g% | g9 oT 9IF A1ad HAT W ar gy
W g faady uer & i qifafessa -
T FATH & A1 IE g AR FAT Y Fifow
FIW@e | gAR A 3 g avg & FHI
193741, fager & faat 7 fGeq 9 3 2w
FT ATH HT G g AT AGAT g ATT HT

wal

fag adtd & gart fady o & fax
GIHFITH 1T AF-FIAIAT F U 9T
Td g g g &1 afvow g fF faga ot
AT A | gU, IAH FIAT & A/ H1q FT
q1y | et Y oad & qA19 g &, aft
4 wigg A fawa g @Y @ FeglAel &
T3 H, ANF aF F NG A FUG FT ST g3
g | faoer & @ @@ aFa g, gewAr-year
HAT FKA g AfHA gl 31T F1Y FE &1
STEXT 9dT &, IUHRT F Agl T THd ¢ |

¥ wradlg ANt & fAaga w@rg f&
fauer form g#1T T o Farg, g IaF!
AgY d@AT &, g sra faraard & gfa ger
AT gaee Ww@AT g | g faenad @ fF
R HAATFI T ag4 & | A197 @& Wl W
ara #1 e fwar g fF sewe sngew
FI F1AT a0 T ag) 2 foay g qrgdy &7
St FSe TS grar ST 1@1 & | F a7nad fAaga
HIAT ATEAT § AR @ f gar fay i
gl da71 arga 7 o FgT g fF A1IHT §6
ATZTEH F1 1 fF H19FT AN A%, IAHT
FEHICH NN T & 94 qfeqsw
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fefezasgum facen & aeamT a1fgy 1 #AT
1T AHT AZY FIA At (T JHAT ATHS
gsol g, A &, e § argady A § g
FIAGT F AT AZ AF AT | AT FITY
Iug ¢ fa srgt saw) afsas fefcasgu
faeen #1 Si& w31 Afgu, agh ax I@H!
gfus o g% og=ar arfgu 1 smasr &
arg F1 ) earA <@ar =ifge f& F s@we
ATEEFY GEAT U HI GHIA U I AT &1
faa a% |

qIFag Y, F19q ded ¥V a1d 3@ Feq A
I3l @ g AR 3T W1 g qv =9t 37
8 1 59 faug & wigd S 9 F fAU
TF qoFd qrst gt Fifgr o g @ig
gl ot ff fefegtae daa & areqsr da«
Ja gl | siar fe oF uedla guniFr afafa
a9 &Y 17 I3, ag S ard g | SfFer
St 3 @l @ a3 fafada 3@ a @A &
Fiq WY F@l, ag W gAY Iifgu ) I9 aF
gH Tlagide § ua< fefezasgma aae aF

g fafsaa agf w@®, aqw 7@ w@h a

gUWI AT &Y H IqH 99T 98T FIA &1
Fifow #I71 zafau aw fAaza g fe #8
vy Afg aardy ifgn faas aremm g
udFy AN AATAT AT T AT Ia% HI8AH 4
ITMIFAT ATGIAT FT AT TATAT AT G |
qA7-gag 93 Hedi &1 Ao &7 & fag
wT H1T e} FAAt I1fgm

18 hrs.

aq ¥ A Fu faOet faa & fraga §
fF ga ame o, g9 9% & F14f § Ia&!
FI & Wg ggant &A1 F1fgd | Iamt
d@Aar Arfgy fd gart =131 aTF #4971 g1 @y
g1 g IV ats fqad e § IT9 ot
FAT agr § @R UH A 9 gt § o
Fursfes 8z oq A 2, IA@ifT® S
A8 & | @I 4gi ¥MIFfeF dT o9 §
fafwsa 9713 & ger 2 Gwa & ST gArdy
gHauzy § 3% faq faa &+ ot ar
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g AAY S qgrE A1 977 § |

st Tl wge (FreEgR) @ ggafw
fewdt eftaT giga | &Y sTeHY @1 W@ QD
JEFT A AR AT HHTA AT AT AFAT @
AN frdy A 1 qaaFg 31 AT GFAT §
Afera SY e ST T WY AT YT §, SAE]
ST ¥ 1S WA AGY g | LRI ST N
sgRFIMTsimAS R EfE MW 2 1
g THF) & AT gFS ¢, A3 HIX I FHY

a1 Ag |

1980 H F1Ia afr$ &1 AI&HX A, Yg4-
fear smgw fafaeex aifgar & sie geafas
gor<r aifgara 7 &g ar fF ga fas onre
FI T ILNTFI AT E T G2 H
AXEFETLAAT W & 1 g2y Ag) afew uw a1
¥ SHraT a1 98 F31 91 fF gOrU & a8
grt fF agAY g€ SHar &1 fgia L AR
FIA gl 7 &< afed ITHI A9 A &N
Fifge WY FT1 = ghw AT # JFAT
gAFT GH JISAT A SATET AR AT |

SYo ATTIAC =+ TR (FHIYR) « ardied
N FY AT 1 Ao Fo Wo F Y AIFN
ar gfewa g1 ST S |

st TN |FT : dTo Fo dro AT T &I
gragi &) gH s ST FT @A A1 1980
# TR IR ATATSAT | I g3 & fafq-
€T FIZT T 98 AT AARIT H graqg §
Fgr a1 f& gurw awag 7 faw ug e fr
Fradl FY T ¥ T gfew Fgar 1A
gH AIGH | &7 agdl g2 Fwmal #1 farmad
ITYR STAAT AT AIF & F1 GHIT I STaAT
qY | AW AT §Igd Fg W@ A I fF gay
gger ot fafaeeT 4 ag W) #8d ¥ s sAF)
ger fear marar s gay fafaeer @@t
ATHT AT 47 f2gr war ar 31T =g
¥ I1a ®1 agew fFa g1 f& aed qadr

@

AUGUST 25, 1983

404

Discussion on Store
Price Situation
TI2T A9 T *@1 g gafaq srawt o0
TEY & | SAAT T AVF T@ AN G KT
JIAATT FT T2 1 F FoIAT ITFW AV
JIT FIAT g1 ATAT ALHTL 2 §I 5 FGIA
gENT § W | WIF 1977 ¥ ag 3339 312
a1 T AAIE 1979 H 574 TAAT FLRIT TG
¥ gerar 350411 qarg § famFat 1979
a® 9i9 AT SlF ad F1 GXEHIT 7EN | §F
9" WglH W 359 cArIZE § AHT IAA
371 SAIEH T THAT BT T A
wEA H ar%g catzEd &1 g AT g |
AT TAFT AT QX AL & fagrsr q @
A FAAAT YTFIT F 2 g1 5 AT H @R
TE AT FIAAT ATSH AT 8.81 agT
AT ATE 5 T GIFIL & qig g1 d 17
HL@{ 1971 #1 ggi wigaqa fafqezz 3
Fgr g1 fe 1971 ¥ owr gar a1 | 39y
ger FHY & TS1 91 HIT IqAT qAG °
FIAAT 9 FTATET gHT 941, IAFT 3&@d gQ 39
qiF HEIAT A 19 SA1320 &1 g AT g6 H
FSTIRT 3T |

AT TR 32 G399 & AT GIT & 1A
Zegin 9 HYRTT IRl 41 a1 39 9Id
FEAA TIZH 299 91 371 AT AT 3G
qEH7 543 g1 wAT &1 "Aaaq 7 fF g
w19 5.31 15T &1 TAIFT ZAT § F5gad
JIZH Z0F § | AW 7T S 1T A1 g
e 9 fF Faar aw@ET T d1F g g
& SHIA W AAT A1 ? A1 419 @F 3| Aifad
f&F g THIT H A1 A19HT GHIT F THA
3 fHaar e gan g |

gET AET 1981 &' FFATH  wrgAq
fafazax 7 g1 fF Z=@s9 gz zvdag
ATHY TG I AA1 ¢ | w67 3q7 Fiogwy
gTEH ¥ THT fSO8 arH srady
qee® & 7 Iegid 48 W w1 ar fF org gw
UF UHY §Tg 9T MAE A Aot FHF
freey g gY snadr ) afsa go 2@ @ §
fo qra gomeT 21 W1 &1 A1 agiewA
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g frg frem #1 w3g Fga § ? AT Ay
A13d & [ 1T S o #T g9 3t AYAHT
HITHT ATAF FIQ@ T 13 AV 48 A1qAfHT
g | g1V a1 & &Y & fa axwrT Y wfaat
aq, AWM A AFSAID ATTH gIHA 1@ |
AT AT TIT H F1E JIUEF FT FK1F &Y A1
fear 1 #1wd o, $=Azaweg Fag f,
AT 08 A1 qarg F1 faar, #3187 A FY
gq QIUE FX ! UF 9189 F5 @ o fw Faar
ALERF JAF §F WH F1 4 IF &F 919
feeet ® sitvgd fasaa =wdt ot ) afswa
FAF GUHIT & IR T 5 a7 & 13 fzaat
wg< § Ry fadwaa =3a & 1 a7 za% fan
TR ATAE FT 1 (cATEA)

Iy 3% fam & AT FI | T 48 1T
AT g AT {5 gT T ararr ¥ faa @)
&, FIE F1aq Agf ag WrE, arzEd a8
w1 AT & | A uF fFRear ag 4w 4,
S grga ¥ A€ gI W@ A, UF qiga 3 W@
g ff F197 ag 7El &, T gA 93T F5 @
gfr alag @ g1 Sraga sz wafw
FIAT TET ag &Y & IR HET T AT qTATT
snar g arvga v faw @1 E, ga) arza
Fg @ 4 fF g a1 faard) €1 78l 8, 917 912
STAT g T Ty g qArAT AT AT |
qY s arga Fg <& ¥ 7 FaT Ad ag W@y
& Sear wgr i AT s 17 g famdy
qY g AT ATHRT g FALE 0T FTd T
gIT AIATL 4T FiEAT IF | ST HITH]
GAZAT & a1 Elo dTo AT e & @ifay |

AITHY FITT qg4 FT GIH TZHT TAE Tg
2 fp garr fmare st <1S 931 $@1E, 99
¥ 5 gAq2H a8 FEAATA FIAT § IAH H1Ad
a1 agd satar 41 4t §, fagar gsg @
feqrAt @1 fagga garnr agi g1 @1 8|
ot 2fay wlearssT @ v Far T fzar
260 gz g saTar gt fear g
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UF WA QAT I9N a1 FF gAT g1

»1 TAIT RGT © FH T KT 7T qaAHT
g—Ugd 100 9@z gl fear AR @
q1 25 qIAT HSIHT AT A Fg [ g
25 a3&+z wer faar §— ¥ garar ag) #gr
ST HFAT | TTYESH T FIA Id4T geTd
o & gx 9 fwara Framwe § ged) faey,
StaT STAar qref & 2§ 2ar g

N ghw wEw: g3 ¥ =f@, @
qg** 7 Aifau |

Y T 7RI FAT A AT FaET g7
HTY gAGEH FY FIAT Jgr &Y &, qrer
F1AT 9g18 g, fasr= T Fraq 318 &, wfe-
ATEAT AY FIHT agrs §, AMT 197 G147
§—37 ga®T Aqrar & fa frarT faaa) S
G FIAT & Ao N2sy ITHT H1Ad gy,
safe I frara 31 1€ Nfwe 78) g w@r
2 ) /AT oY gA9za TEAHIT FIAT § 39!
FIAT FF FIfAC ATFT IAHT LAY faer as
AT ITFI GASTET aF | AT 7 fFgrT w1
HAT &1 78T & 3T 7 FEGAT FT FI4IT g1
T | R qoF 4 ZIZIFIT 7AT gaAT 2 |

gfgar st F wgr a1 fF s few-
sqwa favew § ag FFIAIHl ®q g W

% cen
sit g Vad . FEqAredl ?
st Teite AgE : gFEAT R g |

ot g VAR ¢ THFI FH FfAC |

St TeitE YT © AT AT FH FI &Y
AT S AL 21ET §— 95 GTHE R g1 /AT
& | ATTHRT T ATSH AITT FT GEY Ao AGF 2y

s+p punged as ordered by the Chair,
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| g, afew gsedds NF aaF GIT-ATATH

fasr <@ & 1 37 9T AT BT FI0 0 g@H

sfea & fra frem & wag =med §—
qaaTad ? .

HYCF FIT 9 @1 § ? 39f9C g W g
fom genifsra-Garr o §, fray feges aad
g, Sa&r el 30 faT & staar ase gardy
&, afwa 15 &7 Ta3q-1ed Amai § 50-
60 TIHE FT TG T STIAT &, AR TG
81T § foF ST g5 B Y SAAT &, ATV &
15 fe7 3 wgi & =W ? fagrsm ag aisras
g% § @ar g )T FEAT F) FH TGl
FTT AT & SaH! Waa-Fenfaar g &1
AWTATET HIAT AIZT &, ITHT qLHAT
9T TG & | ATAd AT T TS WA g @I
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gad F1E wwAsl gfF A A 18
HTET I ©eTHz g7 g3 ¥ faaT 97 98 WLy
gegfeafa aamar & | Aradig 7= S 7 qea
#1 foqrar 78 & | 99 g 39 wg@qu fawg
ox faarz Fq § a1 g I gseyfw #
Q@AT T T AT 1980 & gAY qEf
9T § 918 A | A9a1 A1z ger fF 1979
A QYT 9l 97 IqF q1g Fa AL It g7
T arE d SN gIadd AIEHT F FH FE
#1919 fFar1 198¢-81 & st graQa
grgasr 18.2 afdwa @@ ag 1981-82 &
9.3 gfqmea a3l &1z 1982-83 § 2.5 wfa-
oq g agi |l ag a1d @wgr § fF qw #
FTEFAT FT FIAT FIT T AfFT FTHL
qSRIEA A1 AFA KT QU q7A1T {FHAT
GYEIT T AAAT AR qifersy srfeqan
#1 | ZafAT g7 9 I1q F1 Fg Fd ¢ (%
YR AT aXE & o1 S wgrg ge =rfge
7 3ad fwdY gHTC o AT FAT A @
EAI TFad AT A7ar qraf & qrey F47
T ATd &1 g w¢ fF 39 337 cqre Fan
WTT 91 ST AHE FATHIT 97 q4r fagy &
aa a9 & fau fradr oy qw
ATZA M7 FIEAT 4T ? S99 vy AfF ag-
A1E ot frasr geafrory a3 fagar fF i
HY g8 RArA 1A% | 93 99 g7 g 9
gAY qUET T GIHIT T STHT T+AT IATIA
F1 gITAT F1 | ATIT FEIT  AHIFAQr
gifas @ & fau asg Afqar agars |
srgEr Araw giAr Arfgy 5 1978 # #E
e & 1T I27 A=BT AGH QT 47 | AfFA
g faws 4 qIeT & FAraT g4 AT a1
#Y feafa =90 T £ 59 T A 5 FAE
eFa qfa § g@r g | TAFT AATAT ATTHT
qar g & f& g @ fFaar gwam s
§gar | war ® o gEr g1 #F J9g oy
73 faag 3t afa ag=1 | g7 a1 31 FU
A garfad gu g | IT g W smawt
egar Mfgw 1 A fee st gav fars
Ag FY FRTATTAT & |
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STEaE W, I A AT ATASA & qIH
Foagy ¥ ot gy fafqa a8 Qg
Faife Ia¥ gmiR fearai &Y smwoa 59
FIdT & AR g §© Afad FIAT FW@ &
- fau seaifea gtar 21 afFa w7 39 A
¥ ITH F3d ¢ foaasl Aaaar FaEr F
gt ¢ & afaw fafaa gar g1 &=
FEaFHar ga aig &t g & fwaml quar
gaefay grar seafeq ara & Al § 93A9
ATaT 1Y | gHIR A9 q&7 & ArA AT 935
Stq fHEmay | Sra & a1 wed § grd a1 wvar
Feled Ag &1 ara g1 arfeu afsa wgd o
Fgd g & gy fHaar agm ag 2 @
zafag azgfeafa &1 qa@q &1 g71@ ag
FHTAT A1fZ0 | snaawt A1qw grar Aifgq (%
& &Y F® Ffears dar g qura @A S
J gz maqded @t DimifFEg faar s g
1% g9 Ifq2q 9T u&F Uwd #1 g1
@it st aifgn afeT ag aig @ @@
fa |+l &2z naddea geaT 1 MITATETH
FT GIAT AT HIAT G | AT HY gQ@EUSA &
THET H WA AT GHIA AT § | WL &T Al
g gg gwId g SAr g 137 U &
gl 7 ) gfesta enfeardt § sa& fag
s  FHIS a1 a7 7T & AfFT ITHT I
Agl faear @ 1 #eg 93w, ITT VAW HIT
gura § uHy feafg &

g AATAT AT GIHIT 7 THIA,
gifeiad, glesq 41X samuime gy &
afafafuat &1 auiea #3 & fao garg &
& sa% f@ars @ar &1 waqnr fdar s

g wrgfaee, @Yo do UHo F 1 @TAY
g, ¥ IAF AT A Fva &)1 FFad zar g,
9T A1 & 9fF, g% g9 F 7 gHIT & gl
aiferae qeflde € 1 za ardd gesgfa 1
IGAT qINT | ATTHT WIAZ A1 EIT GAH)
GXEHIT & §RT H 1To QHo UFo HK
HAGT & AW KT gFA 91 7% T faar
97, AFEIYE dUF § X ¢F sAFATHATH
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FT HINT AT &T AT & | T AN A fAAAA
FYIFAT I AT ANTE | T II&T GFrAaAT
FL EAT AT F WA g1 AN GIHIX
M gw @ faQe a1 & agaiT gq gfse &
1A & & o119 0F qedl &1 aFgard ¥ g8-
I E | IAFT FHT FT 90T T FL | TG
eI AT ATAT HAT 57T HT 8 |

& Aradlg 447 St & wigar =mgar g i
FATATET ULH FI UFAT § a1 V-4 gag
grat &1 T A19FHT €19 AT qIAT I A
qlard IR @9 (Fa19 &, 79 grrafesw w1
HT ATAT €, dl GIHIT &1 UGT eqqed]
3! wifgn, a1 #r-enaifza & wreaw ¥
gl, 3HY g97 fawarEl & qeo 1 @dEq
egaedr FIAT =fzw ) FaifE gawr aamE
9T 9TATE, & AFAI 9341 g | gAfag
UHl sqaEqr &A1 Fifgu i IaE! 398
Scq1gd &1 Ifad wea faw sitg ) faig 9w
F g wraa &1 § g1 fRarqi &1 99 gat §
Ted FHT AATAT IS 9T 1T F1E 59 99 § 1
A1 ISIA ATA1 AGT 41 ghRarmm #{iK
qSIra H HATT F1 FIAT & 1 H A19H61 94T
GIIT | &% F & wraa &9 H, dqlo
Fuuifag sit FramdT & adigr a94d S @
&, 1 I 1 AT 1 17 FEE Gyt
S FAH TN F HIE AT A7) I G, AV A
SHIZ ATAT TG | afg g7 =rsif 1 a1
gfez 1 a1 gwA aga & sy wiw R
feedleqma fazew #1 gaade faar 212w
farew #1 @dl aldd @ wara § gif smow
WRAM A S®XT &1 F wigA 1 gg W)
JATAT AT § o Fa et #1 #10q aq

oY W5t AgE : JureAe wgiaa, § aM-
VT §3€ F) AT AGATE TF qIwaw F1
L E qua F frardl &1 w3 8 #raa
faerdl ge gg ot |-+« (soaera) -

#t W aa . qregay, o) Wi g
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yIgzde) gF a1 @ ¥ f& =10 Fzufag A
IW F  gHEATET W ®A fFRAT F
...(auwm)...

s Taeark qfawr : 3w &y feafa #1
ey g Faad Aiwm FArg fF AR
FIETN a1 LT AFEFEAE § i F1 98-
g waT g § A1 7ifgw) ga—aga
F & g, a0a 9 wifwaa e &, sam
fafewa ada § wfg sig waa faaar
Tfgu | 7 FT FY qUq §, W HAA
F 1 g, T @I AG@T E, a1 ATAT AN @
f @zal &7 aF Qrar AT @72 | AAF TH1I
F1 famigz g1 qaF &1@ 7 & fag
AIFITLH! F3X FIW Iarar [fgq 1 s
AE-SAT IY 1T FEY 95 8, § 997 F1 @
BT 39 AR W FB AZ FgAT @A g |
afed gF ata fafewa & f5 srawra 3 o7
g, fasrae @ g, FIaEsd F39 E,
gifes R wafaw Fv@ g, 3% faars
GIFTT HI G&d F&7 ISIAT AMZY 1 T AR
o qYo umo F gt 43 &, IS 3@ AT
& ggafa g5z FA TIfgy o g9 anr
FLATAT Frfgu | faar ex i faar va & ag
FH g a7 AgF 2 1 g1 & faqay
qcal 1 THST K1 ATIAFAT g |

EHY & @19 § aThR A rar Fav § f+
qg 3@ W7 § gedl & q1q fAe i
FIIT F2H ISIUIAT | 751 9g Wsal & Qg §
HTAT AT GARIT FIATE |

SHRI RAVINDRA VARMA (Bombay
North) : Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, in his
statement to the House, my hon. friend,
the Finance Minister has been moderate
in his claims. He has claimed that there
has been some moderation in the prices of
some commodities for some time. He does
not deny that the whole sale price index
as well as the consumer price index is cons-
tantly on the climb ; he only says that he
has been able to regulate the gradient and
control the gradient for some time ; he does
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not hold forth any promise that the present
tscnd will continue. Therefore, in a sense
there is an incipient confession of Jack of
confidence about his own ability to control

prices in the statement that he has made
before the IHouse.

The hon. Finance Minister may be well-
known for the nimbleness of his fingers when
he picks the pockets of the tax-payers.
But there are certain figures, which cannot
be juggled away even by the nimble fingers
that my hon. friend has.

The wholesale price index has been
continuously rising during the last six
months, except for a weck or so in April-
May. The consumer price index has been
continuously rising at a much faster rate
than the wholesale price index. The hope of
the Finance Minister that the low rate of
increase of the wholesale price index would
be reflected in the consumer price index
has been belied. Tt appears that the infec-
tion has spread from one to the other, or
both were simultaneously infected by my
hon. friend’s policies. Both the wholesale
price indcx and the consumer price index
have been ascending uninterruptedly. In
fact, the ascent has been more steep in the
case of cssential commodities that affect
the common man, the poorest of the poor,
like food, cereals, rice, vegetables, milk,
egg, fish, meat, tea and kerosene. You have
raised more revenue through increasing
administered prices in the last three years
than through additional measures of taxa-
tion.

I do not deny the value of the wholesale
priccindex. T am sure my hon. friend will
agree with me when I say that there seems
to be a dual process of distillation and rari-
fication of the reality. The wholesale price
index does not reflect the impact of the
inflation on the common man ; to some
extent the consumer price does. But, I am
afraid, even the consumer price index cannot
convey the real impact of inflation on the
common man, especially on the retail prices
of essential commodities. My distinguished
colleague, the hon. Member for Bombay
Central North very ably relerred to this
point. Ido not, therefore, have to tarry
there.

But I would like to point out to my hon.
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friend two things. First of all, when he
makes a point to point comparison, perhaps
he thinks that he is on a very strong wicket.
But these points are not permanent points
in terms of time, in the parameters of time.
So, before the ink is dry on the statement
that he placed before the House, he is belicd
by the increase in the consumer price index
as well as the wholesale price index. [ am
afraid, Icannot agree with him when he
says that after May there has been consi-
derable moderation, and the moderation
continues to remain $o.

Sir, with your indulgence, I would like to
refer to a statement that was made by the
hon. Minister of Food about the percen-
tage varfation in the wholesale prices of
selected commodities during the Jast six
months. These are not culled from any
newspaper, these are not concocted by the
opposition, these are figures which the hon.
Food Minister placed before the House—1
shall not read cverything—: Rice 13 per
cent ; bajra 17.4 per cent ; maize 16.4 per
cent ; ragi 14.8 per cent; moong 20 per
cent ; potatoes 53.4 per cent ; oranges—Ilet
us not talk of them ; should we 7—95.2 per
cent. Kerosene—6.4 per cent ; tea, which
is the common man’s drink,—to this even
my friend from Garhwal would agrec—36.8
per cent ; maida—12.6 per cent ; gur—28.2
per cent ; groundnut oil 7.6 per cent ; cement
10.3 per cent.  And as you must have scen
in the newspapers there is a threat in Delhi
that the price of bread will go up by 25 per
cent.

Apart from these figures which the hon.
Minister has given, if you look at the prices
of commodities in the diffcrent parts of our
country—my hon. friend will, of coursc, say
that it is very difficult to give figures about
each State or each city, but Ihavea right
to talk about my constituency which is very
near to his constituency in the other
House,—Sir, il you look at retail prices in
Bombay, you will see that in one year, rice
has gone up by 55.6 per cent, wheat 25 per
cent, jowar 13.3 per cent, potatoes 20 per
cent, onions 33 per cent, tea 25 per cent etc.
I quote these figures only to show ‘tl':.xat the
statement mady by the hon. Minister of
Food as well as these figures show a danger-
ous trend. For my hon. friend to hug the
wholesale price for comfort is, therefore, to
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hug a double distilled-illusion, and to allow
the haliucination of rarefied figures to extin-
guish his touch with reality.

friend can claim that
there are two ways in which this problem
can be tackled. I shall quote : *‘Higher
production and adequate availability of the
commodities are the most effcctive answers
to the problem of inflation”. No question.
Increasing production and immunising the
consumer through the public distribution
system are his recipe. Agreed. The next
step is the mopping up of cxcess liquidity
in the system by raising the cash reserve
ratio.

Now, my hon.

Sir, the goods and services in the economy
must bcar a certain healthy relationship
with the volume of money in circulation,
but the Goverriment’s acts of omission and
commission have made the most specta-
cular contribution to the upsctting of this
balance. The ratc of growth of industrial
production, my hon. friend will agree, has
fallen, in spite of his efforts, not merely
becausc of drought, from 8.3 per cent to
3.2 per cent or so, but because of the
failure in infrastructural services, and the
under-utilisation of installed  capacity.
My hon. friend might have read the other
day an observation by the FICCI or so
that under-utilisation is responsible for loss
of production to the tune of Rs. 10,000
crores which might have yielded the Gov-
ernment Rs. 3000 crores imaginary revenue.
The under-utilisation of installed capacity
in the generation of electricity alone, the
World Bank has said, has led to a loss of
Rs. 60 million in terms of production. Sir,
I shall leave it at that.

But what are these acts of omission and
commission ? My hon. friend from Bombay
Central (North) and Calcutta North (East)
have referred to these. Firstly, the overall
budgetary deficit of the Centre and the
States has been of the order of nearly Rs.
10,000 crores. I am not shocking the hon.
Minister, I hope. 1 looked up the Economic
Survey before coming in. And excluding
the estimate for the current year it is Rs.
7,400 crores plus Rs. 1,500 crores or what-
ever it may turn out to be for the last
year.

Secondly, the Government has increased
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its reliance on indirect taxation raising the
percentage of indirect taxation to well over
85 per cent. Thirdly, the Government has
made no appreciable effort to reduce waste-
ful and pompous expenditure. I shall not
refer to the ASIAD. But in answerto a
question of mine, figures were given of the
difference between the estimated expendi-
ture on the building of the stadia and the
complexes and the actual expenditure, and
as my hon. friend might very well know,
the difference has comes to more than Rs.
500 crores. Fourthly, the Government has
not been able to check smuggling which,
it is estimated, is of the order of nearly
Rs. 7000 crores. Neither he nor I can claim
expertise on this subject and, therefore, I
do not think I should hold him to any-
thing.

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI
PRANAB MUKHERIJEE) : I am prepared
to give the expertise to you.

SHRI RAVINDRA VARMA : Well, I
know. But my friend, you know very well
that in the State that you have the honour to
represent in the other House, the President
of your party accused a Minister of the
Government of that State belonging to
your Party of smuggling, and harbouring
smugglers and holding bricks of smuggled
gold, and challenged the Governm:nt to
raid his house. Whether you did it or not,
you know better than I do.

The second point he has made is about
the control of liquidity. It is a very impor-
tant question. It is no exaggeration to say
that the Government seems to have taken
its hand off the rudder, the steering wheel.
Liquidity, as my hon. friend has pointed
out, lies not only inthe money available
with the banks. Black money, is a very
important source of liquidity. Here again
my hon. friend may not be able to talk with
authority on black money, but certainly he
is aware of the estimates Rs. 10,00¢ to 40,000/ -
crores or Rs. 20,000 to Rs. 40,000 crores.
The Voluntary Disclosure Scheme, demo-
netisation of notes of high denomination,
special bearer bonds—first innings, second
innings, have not led us to a solution of the
problem. Like Ashoka on the battle field of
Kalinga, after their electral victory my hon.
friend’s Government, seems to have been
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overcome by infinite compassion for the
barons of black money. They dare not touch
them. If you are earnest about controlling
black money, I would appezl to you to
appoint a high powered commission which
will go not only into how to tackle black
money after it has been generated but also
how to plug the loopholes from which it
flows. If the Government is earnest, 1 hope
they will do it. If you do not control
black money, then how can you control the
volume of money in circulation ? If you
plug a certain hole in the white money
arca, then black money will flow into fill
up the vacuum. My hon. friend knows
this much better than I do.

He talks of bank credit and raising the
cash reserve ratio from 8 to 8.5. But he
knows very well that a good part of bank
credit goes to the Government, and another
part goes to the commercial sector which
includes the public sector. For lack of time
I do not quote figures in detail. But I must
point out to him that in the full year (982-
83 the increase in the Government share of
bank credit was 15%, and that in the com-
mercial sector was 15.06%. But from
31.3.1983 to 1.7.1983 the increasc in the
Government share was 8.1%, whilc that
of the commercial sector was 4.1%. For
lack of time 1 do not go further into it.
My hon. friend will realisc that squeezing
the commercial sector alone, without any
similar effort on the part of the Government
sector, may only mean the generation of
recessionary trends and further under-utili-
sation. The effect of IMF conditionalities
may result in your maintaining the ceiling
of credit but your scctoral allocations of
creditmay go awry as they have already gone
awry, as my hon. friend knows very well.

I have to refer to more points. One is the
role of administered price. In the last ten
ycars administered prices have gone up by
215%, while free market prices went up by
1379%. In 1980-81 after my hon. friends
Government came, the whole-sale prices of
all commodities increased by 16.79%;, admini-
stered prices increased by 26.2°; and their
contribution to the general increase was
34.6%. In 1981-82 all commodities increas-
ed by 2.49%, administered price increased
by 4.67;, making a 64.2% contribution to the
total. In 1982-83 it is the same—4.4% and



421 Discussion on Store *
Price Situation

4.6.% and 26%. There have been massive
increases in the administered prices of all
commodities which provide the base for
infra-structure. My hon. friend knows the
chain reaction that this causes all along the
line. When you increase the prices of petrol
and diesel, cement, steel, coal, fertilisers and
the rates of electricity, freights and fares, the
cost of essential goods and services soars up.
If you raise administered prices but do not
increase production, you end up with a high
capital output ratio. 24% of the G.N.P. is
invested to-day to achieve a growth rate
of 2%.

I shall not refer to the steep rise in the
prices of essential commodities. But I shall
point out to my Rt. Hon’ble friend that out
of 66 items that go into the consumer price
packet, 49 items have registered a steep rise.

I shall conclude by referring to the public
distribution system which is very important,
as my hon. friend has pointed out. It seems
that the number of shops are 28,000 or have
been reduced from 29,000 to 28,000.

My hon. friend’s colleaguc, the Minister
of Food is not sugar-coated in his expres-
sion, as the hon. Minister of Finance is.
He said that the Government could procure
only 12.5% of the production. The demand
on the public distribution system has increa-
sed because of the increase in the number
of fair price shops, because of drought and
because of the increase in the free market
price. The demand is approximately 1.75
million tonnes per month. The Govern-
ment’s own estimate is 1.50 million tonnes
but the supply is 1.15 million tonnes. Now,
Sir, this means that a good number of peo-
ple cannot avail of the services of the public
distribution system. 1 am not referring to
the question that my hon. friend from there
referred to. The fact is that the public
distribution system covers only a part of the
population of this country, naturally in the
utban areas and even in these public distri-
bution outlets, you often find that you do
not get rice, you do not get sugar and you
do not get many of the commodities which
are supposed to be distributed through that
system. You know that there is a subsidy
of Rs. 800 crores. The difference between
the procurement price and the issue price of
the consumers, on the basis of Rs. 30 per
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quintal for 12 million tonnes works out to
Rs. 360 crores. Now, Rs. 800 crores and
Rs. 360 crores total up to Rs. 1160 crores.’
In spite of this total expendirure, what is
the benefit to the common man ? How
many do we reach ? Will not my hon.
friend agree that it is totally inadequate and
incommensurate with the gravity of the pro-
blem and the dimensions of the problem
that have been created because of inflation
and the increase in prices !

1 will conclude by referring to one factor.
I have high respect for my hon. friend
especially when he is of equable temper. He
says that the Government has “responded
by making arrangements to import some
rice and to step up release of foodgrains and
edible oil to the public distribution system.”
He creates an impression, he wants to create
an impression in our minds that the public
distribution is a veritable boon, and that it is
the biggest insurance against the effects of
inflation, that it will, therefore, enable us to
pilot the boat of our domestic budget
through the turbulent waters churned up by
inflation. But what does the Food Minister
say ? The Food Minister says, in answer to
a Question in this House on 22nd August—
is should be the latest thinking of the
Government :

“The allocations from the Central
pool are only supplementary in nature
and the needs of the population have
to be met through free-market
mechanism  supplemented by the
public distribution system.”

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA : See, right hand
does not know what left hand is doing !

SHRI RAVINDRA VARMA : Mr.
Chairman, it means that my hon. friend,
the Food Minister has washed his hands off
like Pontius Pilate. 1 do not know who has
poured the water. He says, I cannot under-
write the public distribution of the States ;
You fend for yourself. We cannot give
you. You find food from the open market.”
Will this not lead to increase in prices and
will this not lead to driving the poor from
the so-called public distribution system to
the mercies of the open market ? If this will
not, what will ? Therefore, I would request
my hon. friend, though he has been very
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moderate in the claims that he has made, to
be more vigilant. He claims that he has been
keeping watch. There is a famous line from
Rabindra Nath Tagore :

“Much watching has made my sight dim.”

I hope much watching and mounting futile
vigil does not make his sight dim.

PROF. NARAIN CHAND PARASHAR
(Hamirpur) : Sir, the rise in prices is a cause
of serious concern for all sides. But it is an
irony of the time that the friends from the
Opposition side do not even welcome the
good measures adopted by the Government
to contain the price rise. Such a good
measure as the effort to mop up liquidity has
also not pleased Mr. Varma.

SHRI RAVINDRA VARMA : Professor,
I said, “It is not adequate”. Idid not say,

“It is not good™.

PROF. NARAIN CHAND PARASHAR :
We think it is adequate and the dccision
taken on 22nd August, 1983 by raising it up
to 8% ratio is a good thing that has been
done. Is it adequate or not, time will tell.
But your attempt is to see in it an attempt to
squeeze the commercial sector and because
of more of the expenditure, more of the
investment on the public sector is hardly a
point that can be considered as a valid
criticism. So, I would welcome the step taken
by the hon. Minister.

Similarly, two or three other steps have
been announced by him, an attempt to
import rice and to put it in the public
distributior: system, reduction in the price
of fertiliser by 7.5 per cent and increase in
support price in certain cases SO that that
may lead to increased production. These are
all the attempts that the Government have to
make. But there are many other things
which have to be done by the people at

large.

Our economy in this country is primarily
dependent upon seasonal factors, upon the
vagaries of nature and most often upon the
whims of our friends on the other side.
Whereas a drought has been there, floods
have been there, and all these are adversely
affecting our economy and, therefore, in a
way _contributing to the price rise in this
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country, on the other side, the agitations
are also contributing in no less a measure to
the price rise. I would just refer to one
point. On 17th June, in the north-west
India, the prosperous States like Punjab and
Haryana were subjected to the cancellation
of trains. As many as 37 trains were-cancel-
led for one day and again on 29th August,
there is another attempt. Sometimes, there
is an attempt to immobilise thc economy of
this country and there is another attempt
also in that direction. So, all these attempts
are to be weathered by our economy which
is dependent on vagaries of nature. In spite
of this, we are happy, not to the extent to
which we are happy, but we are contented
and satisfied that the efforts of the Govern-
ment are in the right direction.

Our appeal to the friends on the opposite
side is that they should also secc as to what
will be the effect of paralysing the system of
transportation for such a long period of
time and subjecting the entire economy of
our country and the entire market mechan-
ism to strain which our economy will not be
able to bear,

Of course, there is much criticism against
the public distribution system. Nobody on
this side claims that it is hundred per cent
efficient and hundred per cent perfect. But
it is a relevant point that we have to
consider. Basically, the decisions taken by
the Government, when it was their Govern-
ment, are also responsible for the rise in
price. It has been stated by the hon.
Minister in his own statement made on 18th
August that the gold that was auctioned, 13
tonnes of gold that was auctioned, for Rs. 86
crores, would have been worth Rs. 220 crores
in December, 1980. You think of the amount
of loss. It may be notional, whatever it is.
But it is there for you to see what harm you
have done to our economy and the amount
of loss subjected to our economy.

All these factors are responsible for the
price rise. Let us look at the Economic
Reviews which are available in the Parliament
Library for the last 5 or 6 years as to which
is the year when the price risc has been the
sharpest. Everybody will agrec that it was
in 1979 that the price rise was the sharpest.
Therefore, we had to take over the economy
in a bad shape and, from that bad shape, we
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have ried to restore it to good shape or to
whatever normal shape that we have been
able to do.

The very fact that rains are not there ; the
water level in the lakes has gone down and
the generation of electricity from the hydel
sources is not enough, all this is a strain on
aur economy over which neither they nor
we have any control. If the rains do not
come, if the water Icvel goes down, if the
generation of electricity falls below the norm-
al level, is it the fault of the Government ?
It is the seasonal strain that we have to
bear.

Similarly, therc are other things also. If
there is a drought, if there are floods, 1t is
the crop that suffers. You look at our areas,
in States like Himachal Pradesh where scab
disease is there and the entire cash crop has
gone away. It cannot be consumed. So,
the prices have gone up and so on and so
forth. This will affect the other cash crops
like potato, etc. All these things are inter-
linked. It is not an isolated point that you
can pick up one item and not another item.

What are the measures to be adopted ?
I plead for an organised consumer coopera-
tive movement because that is the only thing
that can offset some of the pressures which
are caused by anti-social activities like
hoarding, faulty distribution system, a desire
to mop up advantages caused by artificial
scarcities and things of this type. Therefore,
the Government has not only to ensure that
they provide inputs to the farmer, and to
the people on reduced prices or subsidised
prices so as to increase production in the
fields and the factories but also to see that
the strains of this nature which are caused
on the economy ar¢ also minimised.

Much has been said about the salaried
section of the people. 1 also belong to this
section and I feel that the strain, the pres-
sure, put on the salaried classes of the people
is the sharpest because they have a fixed
income and it is they who are subject to

this pressure.

But there are also millions of other sections
of people who do not have any fixed salary.
They do not get fixed wages. They do not
have any kind of bread-winning hope and,
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therefore, they are the greatest victims of
this kind of vagary in nature and the rise
in prices. I would plead for them and any
consumer cooperative movement that would
develop in this country should take into
account the interests of those who have to
earn their bread every day without the hope
of getting the bread the next day, because
they have no insurance that they will get
the bread the next day. They are not sure
whether pressure from the opposite side will
not force a strike on the factory, whether
there will not be a lockout from a big shop,
business or industry and they will be forced
to migrate from one city to another in
search of labour. Similarly, thcre is the
effect of wheather on our economy. If the
crops fail, a huge chunk of labour has to mig-
rate from one part of the country to another
in search of a job, in search of bread. That
also has to be taken into account. Over-
all, this is a total picture which has to be
controlled, which has to be regulated, which
has to be kept in normal shape by the efforts
not only of the Government but by the entire
society and in this, our trade union movement
has to play a dominant part. If the friends on
the opposite side believe that trade union
movement would mean only to look after
the interests of the labour class, of the work-
ing class and to forget the effects of this on
production and things of this type, if you
think only of the salaried class or a chunk
of the population to the exclusion of the
other, you are not doing justice either to the
society or to the economy. I would, there-
fore, plead that the distribution system
should be so regularised that there should
be a monitoring mechanism at the Centre.
Why should we say that the States do not
cooperate ? Well, if the Centre gives the
money, is it not a part of the duty of the
Centre also to see that the purpose for
which the money is being given is being
properly utilised ? And there is a coope-
rative mechanism. I do not call that a cen-
tralised monitoring system. Icall for a
cooperative effort in which representatives
of the States may also be there. But let us
see that the things which are meant for the
poor and for the farflung areas reach them.
Similarly, let us see that the hoarding does
not take away a big chunk of the profits.
Things should normally be distributed among
the people instead of being hoarded in a few
pockets. Similarly, let us resolve if we are
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serious in this cffort, that no effort will be
made to solve our political tangles by putt-
ing the economy to unnecessary pressurcs
by immobilising the movements in the
country or by stopping, or by reducing the
various efforts which are made to increase
production and to restore the economy to
its healthy shape. The effort to reduce prices
is common and a cooperative effort from all
sides is required and in this the figures of
expert nature which are given by Mr.
Ravindra Varma are as necessary as the
attempt to say some words of good advice to
his friends like Sant Longowal. There is no
use stopping all the movement of trains
because that will also increase prices. Itis
very good that trains go on moving so that
the prices are also at a normal level and
there would not be increase. If only they
have sense and if politics are not mized with
the cconomy, the interests of the common
man would be served.

With these words, I appreciate the efforts
made by our Government, by our Hon.
Minister, for that purpose.

st sweara wifew  (37) 0 @wnafa
wgren, fas w31 T 18 TEq F1 GIA H A
gaaeq faar, =Naat gfadr g€3d 4 39 9
F=1 gafeaq & 20 ITH T A F71 3719-
g< fzar 8, v fag 941 geaarz |

T fF g@md gger FFarst 4 F@v g,
AT agd F o1 AAT-HAT FHIIC g, A
uF 10 42 g (% AR 3 fHaEi #1
%Y a1 & Ifaa arg g faw 9@ &
i faenl & st o T A g@dr S qHIE
STa &, 9% sanar @ feuw oa &1 gary
AW H F% gATH Ud g, TET SR IR
g1 & e FE UH TATF §, Tl AT F1
FUT 3 | UF ST § AL ST § ATA-A TH
q¥ gfga=a gr & HT07 F1A7 agal g |

A% AfafaET aga a9 faay gre
At &Y gHTAT AT FHA 21 fade w7 F adg

AUGUST 25, 1983

428

Discussion on Store
Price Situation

Ffeaat, fRaral N JF-ATgA F FATHI 4
OEY gFHIAT 1 GgT FAT & | ST YA gHA
g W1, agf & 7 0t &1 7 ag) faear,
St fof Tt ArAT F TAT SATAT 2

TATET AT FrA HAL, FHAT AW
=TI, A QA Fq a9 FT T I FY
S FIT G (F A0 & ard wy qea1 &
fsra sam® & errar g, agt faw 7= &1 ‘s
A’ Fga g1 afs ad A@A wq¥ ww A
A% TEI 21T, a1 ITRT AT 7AT FIA &,
faar waqa 2 sawa 94 1 gF Yar aaar
2 fr gur 3w ¥ fao g wgard &1 QA
§ sraad grae g1 gafaq w5l 18 smreq
F1 39 & AT ST LHe @I, ITH I3
AR FTAT T F1AT fqargy H** g1 g

auafa wgtaa : ¥ wsz 7 Ffgqy A
gAqTiaarHzd §

st saeAra arfew . IFEN wEd FET
g | 399 aaqsq ¥ faa dA A FI18

“...from 14th may to 30th July, 1983,
the wholesale price increased by 2.5
per cent which is significantly lower
than the increase of 5.4 per cent dur-
ing the same period in 1982-83 ;”

faa @ 7 fyed @14 § FWIT FG T2
FT YATE A ST HIGT FTZ | HTT I7Q
agr 3T F FEGT HIAT AT, d7 ITHT [ 979-
R0 F FAFGT WITH T7EaT ¥ TW WA F
EYa ATSH TEFT FI FFAYT FAT A1ZQ
9T 1 14 FFady, 1980 &1 gfza wma 3
qra EATAT, 3T 99 KT FHTT AT 59
any #1 F1adl 7 G391 & 2, § I9% g9
TN 90 FLATE |

19 hrs.

14 S, 1980 T =Y T W19 2.90

**Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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U 47 A FA1E, 1983 H a8 5.25 T
g1 ST IEd aqT ATFAT @T a9, IAFT
qTT 1980 ¥ 2.10 ®9C 47, FafF 17 ag
4.70 TIT & | AISEAT T4, @A & a4
&1 W1F, fraq ga At F1 faaae £ ardr
2, 1980 & 10.30 AT 4T &IX M1 a8
17.50 ®9Q 2 | Faeqfq = &1 9ra, faad
AIHTT &Y @A & dE 1% awar F1
=af faFg &1 Q1A g, 1980 ¥ 13.50 ®9Q
gqt, STafw 17 a8 19.00 TIT 1 AT FH
gy FT 7T 1980 H 22 ®IU QAT 47,
gafs a1 a8 34 TIT qIT-FST g 1 AT
1979-80 F Hrudl &I THA ATZT AR
watE, 1983 Fr Fwal &t @A faw
ar yradg ge St 9 S w@2zgee faar @
SaFt afeqga &1 qar wEAT TIEql &1
JA GHAT | A0 F1IT & Ag€q1 4 gl {5
JAAT A T F1FAl H AT LS
(suaam™ ) EHA TAT F AAAT ALET T
I1q FF g af faar saar aret #1719 fag
IAFT F17 &Y AgY TAAT & | H S(19% Aq1e7y
¥ I I F qIT G FEAT w12ATE
UF J<AT 42T g1 H 9 HElA FT GRY AT
g afwd 14 9193, 1980 F a18 43 #gM
T IH & g7 quA F g1 & AL AR
sfaady gr st | gafag saar arEf 1 19
T QIR F1 TEIG 481 5 | FH G
q ITFT ATTo UFo UFo HI A1AT fau faar
GI_1 q=d1 981 g | AT foArsi & ua
¥ gae g1 74 DIt &1 9T G F fag
A STTAY AY T A qTAY A T T AT F 12
I FEI I (F T F1 9141 § GATSIT Fearar

g @ & aar ?

wwtafa AgE AT 1T T qT AT
Y |

st g qufzsr ;. gHIR A AT 70
HaS) ST Al AT H g1 @Al g A T
QW & AT QR 70 FIAT AN KT 3T AZATE
¥ fg g @ AT 9garg ag @l &
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S & | ST aF faaor quiret FT aFEeY
g, W ) FE 1 g@ A fad St
g afFa gt NG ur gy A8 fAadr g
fra®Y aog & oF-uF Ao & fau F@7T-
s faq qral-awE) 139 qaArAT 924 g |
AT 39 GHRIAT F1 qg A1 41 I & al TF
a1y g ¥ 3 Tifgq arfe sear #1 9T
g{gq § F© ATHIAT g A1T | ZHA qH
TiET H aY #1S +1 fradt g gy g1 § fow
TATH ¥ AT I ATAT § AT AT AT WY FF
Ny wig § w2t 9 WA &1 g at g,
fe#18 a3 & FF g@1aRIR AT 33T E— g,
A1, FIAY, AT FAE— AfFT FYAT
®1 F© Tg1 faaar 21 ol 1 faq aga a7
HEER A w1 91 fF cAIgi & anq §9
S, A FEreg sArar fadar afea e
F “AaArad zizrg” 7 Hq ogr fF feest &
sfa safaa 100 a7 ST FH HIH 1 g A1
Fiad St oF fwedr 9 FT aIa 1 T
TEF AYFIT &1 qifawy wraar g ag
Faar fo ag frg g @ &9 FT W)
(sa=em)

AT T qGA gU AT I A1 AT &, &1
# 9l it & Fgar =g fe frarat 1
faa st #Y =@ g & 92 aeqr
S | AT @IE AT 18 919 gfqua Frag
9 &l ¢ afFT 9g@ 60 wfawud agr <
zafau g a1 aia afawa &7 530 T 3790
HIE AN G AT A1 21 fFarii ®1 o1
S191 fzar 1At § 99T wrtaa o w9 g
AfRU iR &t & w19 & o zarzqi 7
T GIAT & ST FrAT T Fq g
AfgT | 77T 3797 Garare § @ grar &,
SqAT a1 & A7 1 3318207 F e & ot
UF & a1 qAATE | OF R Fqra 15
HNZT FTST 74T & | IAFT FIHT HTHT 90
o TSN & | gUIR fHFaTai %1 4.50 %o FHepy
F19 fear qmar &) faa § w19 a<F aren
AIZI AT Agaq qaagdl #7a1 8, uw
felt e & 15 e F9=r @y & 90
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To & WA £ | IFT TIXT @AT AT &18
T ATAT &1 70 Fo &AIF I STM & |
T zaH gw feear faaml 137, &15q
2w & fpare ar=yy @ & eqAr shaa faar
gwaT &1 VT ¥ BT A9 & far g &9
T & | ofz 3@ srg &Y SeIF AT 1A
Y T aFAT £ 1 wEq IHl FTOGHETAN AT
g Mfew | weaw & & @ ST ;e A
@I &, YA FFHF FAATA §, ATLH
gedqq fag wfa fam agar snarg, «fea
TAF qasaTe ] dgdl g | gHE HAT W
ATqeT €777 AT F1fET |

g9 972 wsal & Q19 | Aq4T a1q 99T
FIATE |

oY gare @Ay (grawa) @ gafa
wged, AT HAL S F 0F 18 SEq A
2w ¥ ueg feafq qu s gqar azasy faan
&, a8 A8 WAl § aqarT "gen feafq A
JEAIT &1 IANT FIAT ¢ |

AT AT TH 997 ofd 9 a4 § I F1
weq feafa ax ==l g1 @ & at A &1 §
fo 5o 3w F wda T gega a7 F 0 @
AT YT A gRIT &7 T AqtEd gl @
gark wfafafy st st gex feafq ax=al
FYIG &, <@, TTHT F47 700017 AT 8 |

oq qeg feafq &1 @ spav g, a1 g9y
SATfad g1 & 39 W F1 TAT JTaT 1<
WETH (T ZA1T | FHIT AR 9T gqF1
FI5 AT AL 92T &, FANH S5 q0H FIay
G &I 15 FHT A8 ¢ | 3-I8 SANIL,
q8-a3 G 19T at SAHIT I 9T g7 Hgad
HI AT FT HI1E AGT AT grar g, g =S
fapa €Y w341 4 g1 1T | AET qEAT
g aETd FH1{E a3, fFam i aagd
I A /ET 43 & S99 91 FgT aF qoA
feafa &1 stea €, # wA7Aar g % g dar
gy fenig A aen A AT g | A @ga
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q gifeat 3 3@ a § FgF-a faqrease
fFo g1 B ) ¥ T8 g F
SEUATE AT TS @R 4 gsirafaar &1 T
SERETEIESER el EAC R
Sigl aF gL AT qAA g, § aw A
faar 1 &=71 a7 g | faw awg & of@r
F1 gfgar faar grar & < faar w4 78l
Frgar i ey omrg #1 fHa gFe A
JFAIE g1, TET GG T GIHTT ) F4 AGL
TN @ AR IAFT 4IY IgAT Faed gl
STTAT & 29 &1 STAaT %1 (He) GHTT &1 13
AHAIE 7 g1 | a8 UF IHfasw 9 §, FATS
¥ g aredr us S ghg F7 A G
uF St fagrgrr a8 gt g, uF S
HHA AL 21l & | SAGT IT AR GIFTT &'
19 3d &, 8% ST W ¥ Sy ag a+fgq
F fad F3ar g, Faar «r v & fag s
8, g1 IO UH oY e gid & %! -
FTTHT L FT TAT TFL ATAT &, IqD 5
90 FIE F AT AT g AT T97

R ¥ 3T SqAT e 31 F@ § |

qeq gfg o1 gl g IqF dAF A1 |
gay 9gAt aid f9g 93 & gEw@ sreaAw
1gar g —F-wdl JrFfaF-fagar T e
sret € Pt astg & gea a7 a9 ag o
g | 79 fusdr fa<i aagrar aifww gi—za
a faad qr-gssl & @a 4, 5 wafaq gg
& | arT-aest QAT W9 AgY & foraar eaRe
foRar ST 4% 41 A1-S: AL @1 S 99,
zafad sig WY QEr faqar s, 9g qe
gRIT &1 752 g1 ¥ IAFT HgAT AT &1-
wifa® 2| A9 I/ 3FT & HigA 77 3@
difqa—a3w & SE-FE 93 ga@r agT gan
& A HE-H! A2 A7 Q1 ¢ forgay asg q
agd |1 ®EA At T UAY & SR IAHT Ay
T AYSH &1 SFAITHRT FEgeii 9T g€

g d AT gE ] |

garewifa #1 arg #1 dfar—frg ax
aA faw @41 St 7 fa9w €9 ¥ aqqq
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gadey ¥ ad faar 8 | gg gwiwa g fF e
GEIERIfT AFT § FIFR g G § q9H
g, QA a g g f& IaF AF1 J17 |
AfeRT & a1 I NEAT F FAT ATZAT § M
ggt g9 gaq7 ¥ "gmE & foq adr-ggy dg
3T g, STIRATT Waal § Fgd g, Afhd IT6h!
ag Wi _@Ar Irfgd fv &7 ¥ F7 & 71
qEl & AT AT A% AHAF GTERIT A
VFHd T GIFI FT Tl TH A19 ad g 1 A
¥ ag &g At aqq ¥ g fF S A ga-
TR 9317 &, ARITHI FI7, JEFq A
SHIGIY FIF 1T 30 AW &1 AT-FFEYT
FT AFATIAX FI § goa i srer F37
AL IYTIS gr agd @ Jrea oy 2 Faay
qTEf Q& W FT GaHT a4 FIdT § 39
%1 GGANT AT g | 97 SAHTEIA Iy g ar
tvifas g fo ) « a1y agw | gafay
# 98 qgr aAA faw a4 s @ fqaga
FeAT o FEarsy, FurEid 39 arat
q¥ FIT AT TG, IT% WUSTA 9T BT 1R
T ISt A qEr oA IR HT FT FIHWAA |
T I F ARG FIA qiafl, qedd
FIT FIAT FGATF AT ataar rfgd
fRar ot Flma 93 T A0 w1 AT T
StTar =Arfgd o

FIAT 9g7 FT TF FHTT IATRA g | 9
JeqTed qAT & A1 "HENTE FT agaT e1wIfaF
2, @rgaR ¥ ST gEGSIT FT AT & fag
qTITTF 2 | HTL IT FEFAT 1 AT
9315 S, g A GFT AT F AT
F3 A1 FAT g qFAT ¢ | AFATR gL HLAT
AF GIHIT F q9 &Y 1T AGl g, A ATAAT
g f ag axFie 41 fonnard g, afey 393
A1y qR RIS F | AT F 5@ gUL Al
gU T | ggarm Ay A1fgd |

9gd A w11 3 FTA-gT w1 For fEwar g
=g H1 geag gl ¢ & w1 a7 ¥ W A4g-
q1E agdl & | 1 g7 & AF & A FAT]
Ay 7 3-8 FAA a9l g, @«
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FIAT HT AT § IT FI AN HIA-ATITN
FTHYTFIF § | AW faq a0 1§ 30w
g—37 Frarsifa # faars a3 I q&F
FIA ISTF A TT T &Y X F & fad
HTA AVE A FIE A1 7 BIS | AGAIE F
S8 77 fHar @1 GFar g, FY ggH AH0
ST GFAT 2 3@ avaey A WY § a9 9
gATT IFT JqA 1T T AT HIAT,

HIZMT—

A, 71 a5 IfAT AT TFAL T
J97 §, FAT g I@A § qrar g fF v agrar
4 3fad ez T gFd @adr g, SaN awE}
AT FERIAT FIG § 1 AT g, gy wr AT
gl, &1 g1, @I g1 ar g g a1 9148 g,
St @renF # gAs! AN g a8
ofserw # faafea adf #@ & ivagi &
gFRTAZIX 98-93 weifeeet ¥ fAasIsa @
T FAray T gy 97 ¥ @A
TaFT gaad 98 Al g fF wac-qga @
g gadr =aifgr afes & a1 ag Fgur fF
TAFT =t agrd STy F1fgn @R @ aR
iR ST FAFIH agrs st ifge @i W)
yagfaa sfaal, sagfaa sqafaa) &
1T 8T &, enfzardy w@a § o7 ugrel a%
T A1 AT @A &, A gER T gam,
& AT L@ & |

za% AT F ag FgAr Tgar g fF Iee
Stet ostfadt w1 Trearga AT Tifge N7 @
TIE &1 USAfaar sa £q3 g a0t J1fgd
Farfe foear feai gua d@r f& e g
4-5 &7% 9f7 et fagy Nz ssraga
HEAT ET 14T, AT A% 7 AT qITT-a4Y §
TH TG & ATHM AW F GET STHI 9
ZAF! FAI AT THY SAAGAT HT FIH ATH
fagr zafad g@ aw@ Y cefraa)
qgraT A1 A1fRT X ot afeqs feeiegquma
faeew g, g@aT A1 FTWIT AR FHTa0THAT
FAAT 7T |

wgt a& faqi #Yaq 2, 7@ a’h‘
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Afaw gfaurd 30 Fifgy, fad 7 o
4ZAITT F1 92T GF |

gT Usal & AT T gAY 19 gHIT
FIATE |

SHRI K. MAYATHEVAR (Dindigul) :
Mr. Chairman, Sir, the economy of the
country is in doldrum. The ratc of price rise
of all essential commodities in this country
has virtually become uncontrollable and it
is gallopping like an unbridled horse and
the Indian economy is badly wounded. The
purchasing power of thc peoplec is totally
wrécked. 1 ask the Government : what are
the drastic steps taken by the Government
of India to protect the poor, the middle-
class and the down-trodden for the last 35
years ? Truly speaking, the common man
in this country are fighting for their survi-
val. The public distribution in this country
has become purely private distribution bet-
ween the ruling party and the officials in
Tamil Nadu. This fact is very well known
to everybody. The fair price shops have be-
come black-marketing centres and in Tamil
Nadu they have become black-marketing
shops. The whole-sale consumer price
index revealed by the Government of India
and the Statcs throughout the country is only
a paper Tiger. Price indices are having no
relevance with the price level prevailing in
this country. The real price is steadily suck-
ing the blood of the poor people of this
country. We say that ours is a welfare
State. But the present ruling party of this
country has not been able to provide chea-
per variety of cloth for the poor for the last
35 years. Moreover, if it is available, it is
not at all available even for meeting the
minimum needs of the people. Then, Sir,
essential food articles are not at all avai-
lable to the common people at a cheaper
price. The poor and middle-class people
will have to pay for the essential food arti-
cles as the rich who can afford to pay. There
is no rice, no shelter, no food, no cloth
and no employment opportunity for the poor
and down-trodden.

8till you say that ours is a Welfare State.
Our great leader, late Mr. C.N. Annadurai,
when he was the Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu, had once said : “Tap the Rich and
feed the poor”. But now what is happen-
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ing today ? 1t is vice versa that is happen-
ing nowadays. We come across the inst-
ances of the poor becoming poorer and the
rich becoming richer. Over the last 35
years or so, the poor have become impov-
erished and the rich are becoming cons-
tantly richer and wealthier in this country
under the present regime. What has hap-
pencd to the price of cement ? Do you
think that the cement policy followed by
the Government of India is a wise policy ?

The Government is following an unwise
and unwarranted policy in respect of
cement. The price of a bag of cement a
couple of years ago was Rs. 25 or Rs. 35 in
Madras as also in other parts of the coun-
try, but now this Government has fixed the
statutory price of Rs. 62 per bag. Even
then, T could not purchase a single bag in
Tamil Nadu at Rs. 100. This is perhaps
the condition everywhere. The policy of
the Government in respect of cement is not
only unwise, but it is also anti-people. As -
I told you, it was not possible for me to
procure a bag of cement even in the black-
market. We all know that black-market
is rampant in this country in so far
as cement is concerned. It is only be-
causc of the wrong policy of the Govern-
ment.

Certain poll promises were made during
the last elections in 1480, and it was stated
that if Indira Gandhi came to power, they
would reduce the price of gold, which is
required for ‘rali’, mangalsutra, necessary
for the ladies at the time of marriage. Now,
what is the price of gold 7 It has rocketed
likc anything. I am ashamed to say that we
were also aligned with the ruling party at
that time in 1980.

What happened to the 20-Point, 22-Point
and 25-Point programmes announced by the
Government ? Have you implemented
those programmes ? No, you have totally
and miserably failed to implement those
programmes.

Now, let us have a look at the price level
of rice. In Tamil Nadu in 1979-80, the
ordinary rice which js consumed by the
ordinary man was available at Rs. 2.50 per
kg., now the price of that rice has risen to Rs,
4.50 per kg. The superfine rice which was
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available in 1979-80 at Rs. 3.50 now sells
at Rs. 7.50 per kg. And the price conti-
nues to rise steadily. The price of sugar
has also gone up. Are you giving remunera-
tive price to the sugarcane producers ? Are
you giving remunerative price to the paddy
growers ? We have discussed these problems
repeatedly in this House, but the Govern-
ment has become blind and deaf to these
demands of giving remunerative prices to
the farmers of this country.

Now, what about the price of cloth ? Can
you say with your conscience that the poor
man can purchase the cloth at the prevail-
ing prices for himself and the members of
his family ? He cannot. There is no check
on the rising prices. The medicines, pctrol,
cement and all the items of daily use have
gone up considerably. Can any poor man,
in his life, think of purchasing a television
set, which costs as much as Rs. 10,000 now-
a-days. Everybody wants to glance through
the newspaper in the morning, but its price
has gone up during these days, because of
the price rise in the case of newsprint. A
common man thinks twice before getting a
newspaper daily.

In Madras market this month tomato
has been sold at Rs. 15 per kg., I am saying
this in the name of God. It is unprecedent-
ed and unparalleled in the history. The price
of the oil is Rs. 20 per kg., lady’s finger Rs.
8 per kg. and carrot Rs. 7 per kg. The
Government is not able to do anything in,
the case of controlling the price.

If the Government has gone a step further,
it has gone two steps backward. That is
the recason why the prices have gone up and
still continue to go up. You claim that you
have been able to contain the prices. In
case you were able to contain the prices,
why are the prices going up ? The Govern-
ment should make an all-out effort to con-
tain the prices. Everyday we are hcaring
from the Government that the production
is going up. The prices are also going up.
What is the reason ?

As thc population increases, prices also
increase. This is the reason the Govern-
ment is giving. It may be admitted, but I
ask what is the Government doing 7 What
is its duty ? [ would like to know whether
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the Government has utilised all the water.
and natural resources in the country. The
answer is no. So, it is the duty of the
Government to have the maximum utilisas
tion of the natural and water resources to
meet the ends of justice and demands of
the public. Sir, how much percentage of
natural resource has been tapped so far ? It .
is only 33 or 35%. Some countries feel
that population is wealth, but the Indians
feel it is a sin. Why is it so? It is
because the Government is unable to deliver
the goods to the people. That is the 'reason.

Now, what is the main reason for the rise,
in prices ? Why is the Government unable
to control or contain the prices ? Sir, accor-
ding to the Wanchoo Committee of 1969,
the black-money even 20 years back was
being transacted to the tune of 15,000
crores. Now, according to the reliable
sources we find that Rs. 50,000 crores of
black-money is being transacted. The black-
money holders are running a parallel gov-
ernment against this democratic govern-
ment. Therefore, I ask why this govern-.
ment has not becn able to control these
illcgal and unconstitutional b'ackmarketeers
The Government is unable to put its hands
on the black-marketeers and it is actually
afraid of putting its hands on the black-mar-
keteers, hoarders, profiteers, smugglers,
anti-social elements and anti-nationals be-

cause they are all sailing in the same

boat.

Sir, there are three kinds of black-money
operating in the country. One kind is that
which is permanently existing in the country
and which is not controlled by this Govern-
ment. Another kind is one which is flowing
inside the country from abroad and is not
being checked. Yet another kind is that
from Tamil Nadu it has gone out as a heavy
amount tu Singapore and to various other
countries. I would like to know whether
the Government will look into this matter.
I say this because many a time this Govern-
ment is blind to black-money, which is
mainly responsible for the rise of prices.

sft freariee s (WerarsT) @ q9T-
afg wgiza, srga wgw F &g A O T4
99 W@ § vaw a & & 9 fqag7 F7
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JIEATE | gATY GTHIT A A1ZH U H
SF F ¥ (79 TIFL & FI0 IS & A
fafraa g% & geiata & 1 § 97 siFei 4
qGY SITAT FTRAT S gWIR WREAT A AT 94X
W § wfFs 39% a § go @EdRd
fadga #ar F1gar g | AfFs) Fard 7§ F49
T &Y #gAT Frgar g & g o s
fou & & woigta § @7 aada faw 9=
STt Y 31T sarer gaed & =@ifgd arfe
Tears agN F g FH g | ATHT WA
wrHee, WA SAaar qref 1T dro dro
UHo & S A S S1F FEr g, IAH @ H
% g@ FgN AMGATE | 34 W A qEAE
1N & gay savar farugry W SFar
qref & & 2, agifa saar arEf F A A
Gl KA TI5T FT AT GFA TAF Faor H
F| agi AT @} FIATATHT g9 FQ
¥ | zA9) qIef ITF TIAIET SqT g 1 9-
fau #wF a2 &1 SATET § SAIAT 4T WL

g sTan ardt &1 2

AR NFT & 17 FATFW ¢ | TF
aYF Fga & 5 fFarT o 39T @I
IHY U Fgrs A1 | gATd FIFIT A
FAT FIF g, q1aa AT AT & AT AT,
WFFR ¥ a7 4g17 | g daE gd ¢ fF
Fmd sTIET gt @ &, wgmE Az W
d¥ e ¥ e gad fa u qefaa @
saTar Arad grir ar favEa g avAd @a
Yt &Y gy, gaE F15 @ T qEY 2 |

o o UFo FTAT A1 ATT AT | T TF
AT ATAA HT WFAR FIH AGT 2T §
AT AT GREFTT OF AT TFNT T FIAT
& TAF) GIFIT ALY FIA & AT ATET AT
qrad gT WA Wind § w@ gl gIFY
ST & oY gawr wq fewis 3@ Ay fa
feqaT STae IaT DEAIT FIE far ar ) 7
a1 WITd §IFTT q WA g @A &1 ag
TAHT FINGT 2 HEATE &1 UFA & a0 |
fsrg T FT @gaNT gUATET T FTAIFIY
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F1 241 F1fgw, 78 faa wgr &1 @wd A0
TgT agd a1d v Srat &+ A= grga gfaan
A & AT AT G1F FA&F T A g ALHA
gr3q W3S % fwg g ¥ IF fHar sng
TgE A1 Iegia uF Y gaAra gy faar
& | 0 IAFT FivAWA ? FE FATT FY
IFX g7 geard  FW@TEN g1 Elo
Glo UHo FY IFITE Ag FIL@IAT ¥ ggard
FIFTAT §, TI3aAT &1 TFATA! g I fET
Fgd! ¢ fa agars ag @ g | aIFIT gIAT™T
FIATT TA 97 THH1 o8 oy =0fgd | qar
FIF GIHT T ITHT T d499 Fd=ql
AT A FI G B | TF TFIT FT S AT
faeazrr swFR g, av faa A= & fqaga
e f& 3aF! feafay frar st afws g
ar gAF grearfgd #T W@ E I UTTATA N
qIY TAFI AT TS gaAT & | agh anT qar
qigT 27 & wfFa g7 Nl &1 S a1 @9
g FL AT §, SAIRT A 8 | T ANT UF &
qR &1 {1 FIAIT W F1 Ag) % gFd g, fwan
qOF & @ &1 3707 qIT A FWIITA A3) HT
qFd & IR TH TFRIT ST1aT 997 F47 2
&, F1 AT TATT ATET &) GUT FW E |
HITT GIHTT T Ta7 G I WY & ag
TAFL IAT! & g@ T 1 1985 H &
gAal wrqifat § 3 Jaar & gma
AT ST AR T qqrar |[1gar g fF aar
HTTFT FH AT qIAT AE &1 1985
g TIHT TEAT IA2 AT | IqF arg Fsi
19 atfad 9T 7 1A FY AATIW ALY 1@
STaay |

Y TRTAATT TEAT . 37T T3y 7 7

ot fnay stver satd ¢ wrEsY S srrqE)
FIT AA0 IATG 1 AT9 a1 FE o ALY 2
HTTHT Fgd FI HI SATTVARAT A2 & | F7a@ay
FgA 1 TEIT 8, ITHT F FZ QI |

awafa AT 9138 UTH F AR §
Ffgu |
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=t fear o s - g & AR ¥ #g
@rg | wisfag &Y aga ¥ orfzat samar
FIH FL G G | TSFUF Y Fgral agf Jfed
IAFT HIAT g | IAT FIT FAAG qEdl @
arsrfgzarg g fF A &1 aFers g
2 1 ZEIA oY TEwE FI QY ITRT AFA FN
sqaeqT fag AATSY #T W &1 # qoAr
F1gar g fF udo amzo fo dre ¥ faaAr
TaT AT ZAFT 247 & a7 IFHT TN @H
forar & ? #q1 g7 adat A9 G& & aer
2 fag @M & fag snad dar faar g ?
JGHT AT 1T AW 9T TSqT | A HT
FFT FIX W IT TS @I | I FUT AW
TS FATT 7! A1 @A &1 g ar favaa &)
TUFT U T IR W 9 A 98 faar gy
TE gFAT ¢ | I a5 FgTISAT IAFT HIIAT
1T TET AN THd 3 |

19.35 hrs.

[THE DEPUTY-SPEAKER in the Chair]

o o dlo 3T ANFKIT FT T3YT gl
TAT § ) AZ HAT TSTFET &, CF T 14T §
ar gaw IgT | AT AT F AV FAFAT qUET
Z& A s fRT st azaega fwar g
I F TR F XL AT AT 1§
qrfeat 93 31 (9118 T@F F AEEFAT E,
OF qE AR TIE AT 7 4T ATTLA-
FAT.¢ |

fag g+ mglze @Edik & eaT W@ fa
gEY AT TSAT FT g 3 AR AW FY ATfaF
AT F1 gegid g1 wgae frar & 1 & FgAar
grgar g f& saar aréf faadr fagedt @
ITAY WA & w15 gar TiEt gy | g7 qret
Aza Iwar wazr g0 fzar) gard Aar
spraay gfeawr aray 7 f9ad onag, =,
sqAF ATHfcTg & ITgIF! 1975 H THT
AN gaF faars Fraargy a1 1 afFT qaar
qref &Y TR ATA FY IAFT ATAIE FT
fear ox @st gz A fH@a g2 gE
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feafa gegiv da1 w1 &Y oY1 sufaw ag a=q
fasedt @it & o= f oy fgasT s@ar
qret gardY o, 77 79 fasedy qifeat o aw
F1HAT WY oY Y agr gl | Y gATd
Faa qref AT gArd Aar A w19 T
ST Y W FT JeIIA g3 GHRAT g, HrAG
FH §) aFAT & A1 gw Afaw fee & waga
grawad g | g8t uF adF 2 faad go am
9% §Fd g | ag A S fwyge 1 arg £
8, zA% FrE gey Ay g, IALr A I
FIT & | FEI AT FUAN, Fg TS B~
Ud, AT IFARET FTH 375 I F13 A3 g
Zdr &0 § g a1y feafq qar g wWr g
zafaw sr1q fag @57 S gaET ara) 1 9
arg Fro 97T wfaa & ara 9 aga S1gq |
T& gA ¥gAT§ | ’

SHRI P.K. KODIYAN (Adoor) : This
government came to power in 1980 with the
promise that they would hold the price
line. This promise has been grossly betray-
ed. There is one scntence in the statement
made by the hon. Finance Minister which
reads as follows :

the government, as the House is
aware, has been keeping a close
watch on pricc movement from week
to week and as was the case last year,
this year also timely corrective mea-
sures have been taken™.

Now the words ‘close watch’ appeared in
every statement made by the Finance Mini-
ster in this House on thc price situation.
Every time he has been maintaining a close
watch on the price situation ever since they
came to power. What is the result ?
Since I have no time, I will not refer to
figures. Since 1980 there has been more
than 34 per cent rise in the wholesale price
and there has been an increase of more than
40 per cent in the consumer price index
since January 1980.

The World Bank last May released a re-
report on the Indian economy in which they
complimented the Government of India for
having contained inflation to a low leve] of
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2.2 per cent.

Now, the hon. Finance Minister himself
in the statement has admitted that on point
to point basis the rate of inflation is now
6.9 per cent. And this year the Govern-
"ment has announced three instalments of
dearness allowance which shows that the
Government admits that there has been a
continuous rise in the prices of essential
commodities and thus the Government has
failed to keep its clection promise—the pro-
mise that they would hold the price linc.

Now, a word about the public distribution
system. So many Members have referred
to§ the public distribution system and I
think every member who referred to this
public distribution system pointed out the
utter inadequacy of thc existing system.
But I am pointing out another aspect of this
public distribution system and that is, the
Government’s attitude towards the public
distribution system. In Kerala we had
worked out a fairly elaborate public distri-
bution system under the Left Democratic
Front Government led by the then Chief
Minister Shri Nayanar and cven the Gov-
ernment of India, that is the Union Finance
Minister and other Ministers paid eompli-
ments to the Kerala Government for having
worked out such an effective public distri-
bution system, within the limitations of a
State Government. We were able to control
the rising prices to a very large extent and
essential commodities used to be distribu-
ted among the people through this elaborate
network of the fair price shops.

Now, what has the Central Government
done to this public distribution system ?
The monthly requirement of an adult, is 320
gms. of rice and the total quantity required
by Kerala comes to two lakh tonnes of rice
per month. And the Central Government
had never met this requirement in full. We
got a maximum of one lakh 35,000 tonnes
of rice per month. Since December, 1981
it was drastically reduced to 90,000 tonnes
and we have been agitating. As a result
of that, it has been increased to about one
lakh and ten thousand tonnes now. But
at the same time we find that the Central
Government has prevented the  State
Government from entering the neighbouring
States to get rice from other States. We
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have to depend merely on the supply from
the Central pool and asa result of the
failure of the Central Government to meet
the requirements of rice for the working of
the public distribution system the situation
today is that jt has been thoroughly
disrupted and the price of rice has
gone up in the open market up to Rs.
5.50 paise and in some places up to Rs. 6 per
kg. Similarly, the prices of other articles
which used to be supplicd through this
public distribution system also have gone up.
So, this has been the attitude of the Central
Government. A good public distribution
system which has been working to the satis-
faction of the common people of Kerala has
been thoroughly spoiled and disrupted by
the unhelpful attitude of the Central
Government.

Apart from increasing the number of fair
price shops the requircments of the States
which are running the public distribution
system have to be met by the Central
Government in full.

Lastly, one more point, that is about
rural areas. Most of the fair price shops are
concentrated in the urban and mofussil
areas. So far as the rural people are
concerned, the public distribution system is
running, practically on paper only.

So far as the weaker sections like Hari-
jans, rural labour, agricultural workers, etc.
are concerned, the public distribution
system has not come™to them at all. There-
fore, T would request the Government to
cxtend the public distribution system to the
village areas and open up a large number of
fair price shops and also see that essential
commodities are distributed among the
weaker sections at controlled prices. Then
only the common man and thc poorer
sections can be saved from the effects of
inflation and price rise.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : 1 have
announced that the Minister will be called
at 7.45, It is already 7.45. Three Mcmbers
are yet to speak. If the House agrees,
we can call the Minister at 8 o'clock.

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Yes.

SHRI CHITTA BASU (Barasat) : I will
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take only one point and that is the constant
shrinkage of the public distribution system
if not totally dismantling it.

The hon. Minister of Food claimed on
19th May this year that the public distribu-
tion system has been cxpanded and that the
number of fair price shops as on 2l
Fcbruary, 1983 was 2,801,458  against
2,79,543 in February, 1982. So far as the
increase in number is concerned, 1 agree
that therc has been expansion. But what
about supply position to the shops ?
According to his statement, in 1982 the
total off-take from the public distribution
system was 25.69 million tonnes, which
comes to about 2.08 million tonnes per
month. In 1983 when the number has
increased, the figure available for the last
three months of this year, comes on an
average to 1.49 million tonnes per month.
It will be further evident from the instruc-
tions given by the Government of India to
the Delhi Administration saying that the
ration quota which was 20 kg. per head per
month should be reduced to 12 kg. per head
per month. This is the actual situation
which the House should know. I would only
like to comment that every section of the
House wants success of the public distribu-
tion system. But its success does not hinge
on the arithmetical number, but it depends
entirely on the physical availability of the
foodgrains.

As a matter of fact, in almost all the States,

including West Bengal, Kerala, Bihar, U.P.
and so on, the total requirement of foodgra-
ins necessary for the maintenance of the
public distribution system has not been fully
made available ; even what is partially
promised is not physically made available.
This physical possession is absolutely
necessary. But my information is that the
stock position of the Government of India
in April was not more than 10 million
tonnes for this year. I apprehend that
whatever is available to the public distribu-
tion system now would not be available
later and it would further shrink and the
supply would be reduced.

You cannot make the public distribution
system successful unless you have got
physical control over the stock ; and to
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have physical control over the stock,
nationalisation of the wholesale trade in
foodgrains is absolutely necessary. That
you cannot do and so the public distribution
system cannot succeed. I hope at Lhis late
stage Government will reconsider this very
basic question, on which depends the success
of the public distribution system.

Three instalments of dearness allowance
are due to the Central Government emp-
loyees, which very much indicates the rise
in the cost of living index. What is the
position of the Government with regard to
the release of these three instalments to the
Government employees ?

SHRI HARIKESH BAHADUR
(Gorakhpur) : Sir, after the very eloquent
speeches of Shri Ravindra Varma, Shrimati
Pramila Dandavate and Shri Sunil Maitra,
1 will not take much time of the Housc.
But I would like to emphasize certain
points,

The prices are going up like flood water
and it appears that the Government have
lost total control over the rise in prices.
Whenever the members belonging to the
opposition say that the prices are going up,
the leaders of the Government say that it is
a global phenomenon and, therefore, it is
difficult to control it here. Since they feel
it is a global phenomenon, they do not try
to do anything to control the rising prices.

While on the onc hand the prices are
rising, on the other hand, we notice that
commodities are not available in the market,
sometimes even in the [air price shops. Fer
example, in the Nirman Bhavan fair price
shop, from where we purchase many of our
requirements, sugar and other items are not
available.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Even sugar ?

SHR1 HARIKESH BAHADUR : Yes,
sugar also. This shortage is reported
sometimes in the newspapers also. So, the
hon. Minister and the people iu the Govern-
ment must be aware of it. This rise in prices
affects the Plan outlay and so many projects
are being delayed. It is also clear from the
Supplementary  Demands for  Graots
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brought before the House by the hon.

Minister.

In order to control the rising prices, the
control on black money is very essential,
but the Government are failing in that.
Specially in the elections we are finding
there is enormous use of black money,
which causes inflation, which ultimately
results in price rise.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : How is it

that you alonc¢ know that ?

SHRI SONTOSH MOHAN DLV (Sil-

char) : The Garhwal elections.
SHRI HARIKESH BAHADUR : Since
Shri Dev has referred to the Garhwal

elections, I may say that in that election the
ruling party was pouring black money like
anything ; so also inthe Delhi clection.
This has caused a lot of inflation. Espe-
cially after the Delhi election, there has been
rise in prices. After Delhi elections we had
seen this.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : I think all
Parties have spent iike this. Is it not so ?

SHRI HARIKESH BAHADUR : De-
monetisation of hundred rupee notes is a
very basic factor in order to curb black
money. But the Government may not do
it. Deficit financing is also onc of the
reasons for price rise. All these points have
already been placed befere the hon. Mini-
ster. Therefore, I do not want to go nto
details regarding them.

So far as the consumer price index is
concert ed, according to Labour Bureau
series Consumer Price Index for industrial
workers, the base was 1960 when the price
index was 100 ; in April 1983 it has gone up
to 527, while in the month of March 1983,
it was 519. It means there has been rise of
8 points in the price index. In May, the food
crop index recorded an increase of 15 points
mainly due to the rise in the prices of wheat,
atta, dals, milks, onion, gur, tea, vegetables
and fruits. Therefore, we are finding that
there i1s always increase in the Consumer
Price Index. (Interruptions). The Govern-
ment is increasing the prices of all those
commodities which are being essentially
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controlled by the Government itself, like
diesel, fertilizer, insecticide, pesticide, and
the rate of irrigation water and the rate of
electricity and everything has beent increased
by the Government. The diesel price has
been increased by the Government four
times during the last three-and-a-half years.
Fertilizer prices were also increased by the
Government four times. At the same time
insecticides and pesticides prices were also
increased four times. Thus, we are observ-
ing that input prices in agriculture are al-
ways increasing but the farmers are not
getting remunerative prices. The plight of
the sugarcane growers is miserable. We know
that. We have raised this a number of times
in this House. They are not getting remune-
ratvie prices for the sugarcane and so the
farmers are suffering.

Increase in the railway frecights and fares
also resulted in the price rise because when
the transportation charge is increased, im-
mediately it affects the prices. For example,
I can say, per tonne load, per wagon per 100
kilometres, in respect of foodgrains the
cost has gone up from Rs. 144.20 to Rs.
161.40. In respect of chemicals it has gone
up from Rs. 163.30 to Rs. 183.40. In respect
of salt it has gonc up from Rs. 152.40 to Rs.
170.90. 1In respect of sugar it has gonc up
from Rs. 237 to Rs. 265. In respect of oil
it has gone up from Rs. 276.10 to Rs.
309.90.

Thus wc find that these freights are in-
creascd which ultimately resulted in the
price risc also. Decreasc in the number of
fair price shops from 2,97,000 to 2,84,000 is
very alarming and this Government appears
to be a total failure in managing the econo-
my of this country, and that is why our poor
people are suffcring,

I would like a categorical reply to all these
points which 1 have raised.

wft eI AT FFA (AATY) ¢ AT
fecdt efwx @rga, gge a7 @1 g @ f
gl feedsawa fazen fawge aiFm Q)
=61 2 | faee 35 arat 7o

7 (TG e (HAaR)
oY g feafa g—aar ?

STFH-FHTIHIT
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w1 4 f& g9 999 979 9T @S g AT | gH
20 FUT TIT Ft oISl HATT & fag aq
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ST 20 FUT &IT FT gAY UMA F fqQ
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A H A AL fAa wgr g 1A gRe &)
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§ 3 fade § gew #T 2gr g | § o R
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ATAY 93 T ) AT AITFT TE BA Al
FAqT fa o7 QEY €©@TH 2, IA4T ATE JsaAT
g fqasy g 93 sqEr & garfas
T AT €T ISAT |

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Conclude
now. You ar¢ making so many demands
which he cannot reply.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER Conclude
pow. Youare making so many demands
which he cannot reply.
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SHRI SATISH AGARWAL : You are
very kind to him. Probably, for Mr. Kabuli,

this is the first speech in this House and last
spcech in this House.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER :
you say so ?

Why do

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL : God
knows whether we will mect again in the
next Session or not.

SHRT SATYASADHAN CHAKRA-
BORTY (Calcutta South) : He said, “God
knows.” No, only Mrs. Gandhi knows.

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI
PRANAB MUKHERIJFEE) : Perhaps, you
know a little bit.

First of all, 1 express my gratitude to all
those hon. Members who have made their
contributions in the debatc and 1 am parti-
cularly thankful to Mrs. Pramila Danda-
vate who initiated the discussion. I would
frankly admit that perhaps in this matter, she
represented all the wives including the wives
of the Minister. The only difference for us is
that we have not reached this stage when the
wives of the Ministers of the present Gov-
crnment are not to organise a demonstration
against us as Mrs. Dandavate had to do while
Prof. Madhu Dandavate was the Minister.
This is the only little difference.

SHRIMATI PRAMILA DANDAVATE :
Because, T am with the people.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : No.
Because, we have been able to maintain the
situation within a manageable limit and that
is the differcnce between the situation which
prevailed at your time and the situation pre-
vailing now.
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PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE : We
have more civil liberties in our family.

SHRI SATYASADHAN CHAKRA-
BORTY : You have been able to suppress
your wives very successfully.

SHRT PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : 1 do
not know who suppresses whom in these
days.

I would not like to go to the statistics
because these are known to the hori. Mem-
bers. It is never my contention that the
situation is quite happy and I myself ad-
mitted in the text of my statement and not
only in this statement but throughout I have
maintained that this is an areca where there
is no room for complacency. Because, we
have to keep in mind that the Indian
economy is basically not only marginal
but it is very sensitive with little changes
here and there and there can be a big difle-
rence in the actual state of afTairs.

1 have enumerated in my statement the
strategy which we are pursuing to tackle the
problem. We are tackling it both from
supply side and from demand side. From
supply side, as I have indicated in my state-
ment, we do it by importing certain essential
commodities where there is a gap between
the demand and availability, by improving
the public distribution system, by stepping
up the release of certain essential commo-
dities through the public distribution system
itself and, at the same time, by providing
incentives for higher production.

In this connecction, one point has been
made and a number of hon. Members have
made their contribution to say that the
public distribution system is collapsing in
this country. They have even gone to the
extent of saying that the supply through the
public distribution system has gone down.
I do not know from where they have got the
figure. Particularly, 1 was listening very
carefully to Mr. Chitta Basu when he men-
tioned about the figure during the three
months of the current calendar year. I do
not know which months, whether it is July,
June and May or first threc months of
January, February and March. But what-
ever it may be, I have got the figure and
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this figure can be checked up and verified.
In the first five months of the current calen-
dar year, January to May, the stocks distri-
buted through the public distribution system
was 7.53 tonnes as against 5.93 (onnes in
the same period of 1982 and 5.0 million
tonnes in 1981. Therefore, in absolute
terms, it is not decreasing, but it is increas-
ing. In June, 1983, the offtake was 1.29
million tonnes as against 1.16 million tonnes.
Therefore, if you take the block of first five
months as a whole, even the block of first
six months, including June, for which I have
given the figure,. .

SHRI CHITTA BASU : If you do not
mind my interruption, I may point out that
I have given the figure that Mr. Bhagwat
Jha Azad claimed that in 1982, the total
offtake was 25 million tonnes and then I
worked that out.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : What
you have done, as | understand you, is this.
The Food Minister has given an average
figure for the whole year and what you have
done is that you have just taken the first
three months or two months and you have
forgotten that the offtake increases much
more from the beginning of the festive seasons
and all the festive seasons from Onam (o
Diwali and Holy are yet to come. Therefore
if you take into account the total average
figure, that is different. T have give you my
figures. These are not secret figures. These
can be checked and verified. I am not dis-
puting that figure. But I do not know whe-
ther you have quoted from the text of his
specch or from the newspaper report or
from the Question in Parliament...

» SHRIT CHITTA BASU : From the news-
paper report ; it was reported in the Advi-
sory Council meeting.

SHRT PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : Then
you say that you are quoting from the news-
paper report. I am quoting the figures
which have been given to me by my people.
You said that you were quoting from the
newspaper as reported to be the observations
of the Food Minister.

SHRI CHITTA BASU :...in a meeting of
the Adviscry Council for the Public Distri-
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bution system.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEREE : What-
ever it may be. The point is that from
this figure, we find that it has not in abso-
lute terms decreased. The same is the
case with the number of fair price shops.
The fair price shops in some States have
decreased in number because there was
some reorganisation, particularly, in U.P.
That is why there was shrinkage in a parti-
cular area ; it was because of certain reorga-
nisation that took place. But if you look
into the figure of offtake, evenin U.P., as a
result of the reduction in thc numbcer of
fair price shops, the net offtake did not de-
crease ; the nct offtake increased and it is
bound to increase.

It is not my case that we have been able
to cover the entire country through public
distribution system. FEven notionally, if 1
assume, that 2.88 lakhs is the number of
fair price shops which we have, all of them
are effective, but after all, the number of
villages in this country is more than 600,000.
Therefore, 2,84,000 is not to cover the entire
area. Not to spcak of that distribu-
tion system itself, its strength and effec-
tiveness varies from State to  State.
We know in certain States, the distribution
system Is quite satisfactory. But, in many
States, the distribution system and distri-
bution outlay are not so satisfactory. But
this is one of the instruments. Quite a
number of Mcmbers have made their obser-
vations that by improving the distribution
system, we will be able to check the prices.
No. We will be able to insulate the peoplc
from the effcct of the price rise. Streng-
thening the distribution system itself, is
possible. In order to reduce the impact of
the price rise on the vulnerable sections of
the community, if we can strengthen the
public distribution system, to that extent,
we will be able to help them.

One Hon. Member claimed—I would not
have referred to him if he would not have
stated that my statement isa ** —that 1
should not compare the 11 weeks of Janata
period from 11th May to “0th July but 1
should compare when we assumed office.
That is why I am comparing when we

**Expunged as ordered by the Chair,
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assumed office. When we assumed office on
14th January, 1980, the annual rate of infla-
tion was 21%, in the wholesale price index.

After one year in 1€80-81, it came down
to 16.7%. 1In 1981-82, it camc down to
2.4%. 1In 1982-83, it increased to 6.2%.

The annual quota of inflation based on
the consumer price index also came down,
12.3%, 12.6%, 8.8% and 9.8%.

If we would have maintained the rate of
inflation which we have inhcrited, then to-
day the situation would have been, 219
during 1980-81 on the top of 21% in 1979-
80 : 21% during 1981-82 on the top of 21%
in 1980-81 and 21% during 1982-83, and
that rate would have remained static.
Therefore, let us not be assertive to say a
statement is a white lic.

SHRIMATI PRAMILA DANDAVATE :
Please don’t say Janata rule in 1979. There
was no Government in 1979,

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : That
is the time when we inherited it.

SHRIMAT] PRAMILA DANDAVATE :
You installed the Government. We have
no Government at all during 1979,

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL : Please be
very fair. Tn percentage you win. In per-
centages, we lose.  That is true. 219, 16%;,

%, and 7%. Of course, you win percen-
tage-wisc. But point-wise, from March, 1977
up to July, 1979 when Janata was in power,
price rise has been 26 points, in 26 months
one point per month. But during these
42 months, the price rise has becn 90 points,
that is 2 points per month.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE : T have
taken your point. But definitely T should
not remind the former Revenue Minister
what has been the itapact of the Budget by
Mr. Choudhary Charan Singh when he was
Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minis-
ter of the Janata Party Government starting
from the day of presentation of the Budget.

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL : Please
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don’t compare the figures when Mr. Charan
Singh was the Prime Minister.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE : I am
just saying.

SHRIMATI PRAMILA DANDAVATE :
Please do not take [979.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : I am
telling you that I have taken 1979-80 from
May to July. Your contention is that I have
taken the period May to July and so, why
not earlier period.

I have taken from May to July because
every year in this period there is a rising trend
in price. If you take into account thc sca-
sonal factors, you will not find a single ycar
when the prices have not risen in the period
from May to July. That is the rclcvance. The
relevance is not that itis giving mc certain
statistical satisfaction because | mysell have
admitted that the annual rate of inflation has
gone up, it is 6.9 per cent as compared to 6.2
per cent in 1982-83. 1 myscll have admiuted.
But this period is relevant because every year
you will tind that fromx May to Juiy ticre is
an upward trend.  The scasonal factors are
there.  The vegetable prices go up, the milk
prices go up, the cereal prices go up, the
prices of sweetening agents go up, the ediblc
oil prices go up. What are the commodities
which have contributed the maximum to rise
in prices ? These are the commoditics.

Mr. Ravindra Varma has quoted some
figures. luis very difficult to reply to the
points made by Mr. Ravindra Varma, par-
ticularly for me, because whenever he makes
his observations, his brilliant speech always
takes me and I forget to note down the
points. But somchow I noted this particular
point. He has quoted some figures and has
tried 1o show how exorbitant is the price
risc. My contention is thatit is a selective
approach. If you quote certain figures to
show that prices have gone up in the retail—
Iam talking of retul prices—I1 can also
quote certain figures where the prices have
gone down. For instance, grams minus 8.1
per cent ; mashoor dal minus 12 ; mus-
tard oil, the iccrease is plus 1.3 ; sugar
minus 12.7... ([nterruptions) Retail price.
The number of centres, so far as sugar is con-
cerned, is nine. Mustard oil twelve centres...

BHADRA 3, 1905 (S4AKA)

Discussion on Store 462
Price Situation

AN HON. MEMBER : Who gave the
figures ?

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : From 12
centres they have collected the figures.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : Thir-
teen centres. (Interruptions) These are stan-
dard centres from where we collect the figures
and from where you are quoting statistics.
You have already quoted the same figure.
How are you demanding D.A. ? Based on
the same basket of commodities, on the
same statistical yardstick. The figure which
Mr. Ravindra Varma quoted is from the
samce centres and from the same indicators.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE : About
sugar, is there any compositor’s mistake,
printer’s mistake ?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : Ido
not think so. You know the position of
sugar. We necd not tell you. (Interruptions)
In that way we would not be able to finish.
Let us go alicad.

Mr. Maya Thevar went to the extent of
asking why the growers are not getting the
prices, Can you tell me in which year the
arca of the cane-growers was only 15 per cent
during this period of the year ? Can you
show me one year ? You are just making
long claims. Is it not a fact that the sugar-
cane growers, in 1978-79, had to burn their
sugarcane ? If we had not increased the
sugarcane price from Rs. 8 to Rs. 21 per
quintal and if we had not ensured that the
growers would get their price, there could
not have been any production. That isa
fact. That is the difference between good
management and bad management. Today
you are coming forward with tall claims,
‘No ; the entire economy is in doldrums’.
What is in the doldrums ? You are talking
of planning. Can you show me a single Plan
period 7 Take the case of power genera-
tion. You were very much critical of it,

What was the situation when we started the
plan for the periods from 1947-1979 ? This
country created, in the power sector, an ins-
talled capacity of 28,000 M.W. And, in one
period, we are adding 14,000 M.W.—a mea-
gre achicvement ! Take the case of Petro-
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leum products. Can you say that our
economy was inthe doldrum as you are
claiming ? When we inherited and when we
started the current planning in 1979, the
total oil production was 10 million tonnes.
We are going to end with 26 million tonnes
in 1983-84. If we end the current plan
with 30 million tonnes, will you say that the
economy is in do!drum ? You said that the
target of coal production is 165 million
tonnes. Even if we can reach fifty per cent
of it, that is, 80 to 85 million tonnes, we
should feel happy. It should not be for-
gotten that we had already reached 137
million tonnes in 1982-83. I admit, however,
that there would be a certain slippage. Itis
bound to take place. If I am to give prio-
rity in certain sectors like power generation,
like creating irrigation potentiality, like
petroleum products—I am not here talking
in financial terms—definitely Rs. 97,500
crores would become much more. Even in
physical terins, according to mid-term
appraisal, if we look at the production of
cement, fertilisers or aluminum, we are
reaching the target. The target which we
have fixed is in physical terms. At the same
time, we have admitted that there will be
certain areas, where there may be a shortfall.
Can you tell me that it is due to bad mana-
gement of our cconomy ? Shri Samar Muk-
herjee is present here. He will bear me out
that in 1942-43 Bengal famine took place due
to the impacts of drought. In those days, we
used to call it as seer—not kg. One seer of
rice was costing us Re. 1. More than five
million people died. The people did not have
the purchasing power to purchase one seer
of rice. As a result of fumine more than 3
million people died. It was an unprece-
dented drought. The Marxist Government
in West Begal cannot deny this unprece-
dented drought in West Bengal. There was
a shortfall of toodgrains production due to
severe drought last year. It had been
possible for us to contain it. Itis not be-
cause of some miracle but it was because of
certain proper policies and programmes
undertaken by us. It was because of the fact
that 300 to 400 million man days of addi-
tional employment are created annually in
the rural areas. It was because of the fact
that more than 42 lakhs families were
brought within the purview of IRDP pro-
gramme by spending Rs. 900 10 1300 crores.
This is the kind of management of our
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economy. It is very easy to say that the
whole economy is in doldrums. Why is it in
doldrum ? From the balance of payment
position is it in doldrum ? Is it in doldrums
because of it ? Upto 1978, the total growth
of the economy was 3.5%. Even in the firct
three years of the Plan, we had achieved a
five per cent growth. Does this indi-
cate that the economy is in the doldrum ?
Is the economy very badly managed or
poorly managed ? Shri Maitra, our good
old friend—Shri Sunil Babu—has made a
very interesting comment that there is a
total economic crisis. He has quoted the
consumer price index by saying that in 1974
it reached a record figure and has coms to
the conclusion from there that there is an
economic crisis. And, emergency in 1975
was the outcome of the economic crisis.
He has conveniently forgotten that in 1974
itis true that we had a price rise—the
annual rate rose up to 309% in September
and even the consumer price index in 1974-
75 had reached 321, highest at that point of
time. But if he takes the trouble of going
through the Economic Survey he will find
out that it came down to 285 in the next
year and that is the only one year in that
whole decade that it came dowrn.

. AN HON. MEMBER :
gency time ?

That was emer-

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : There-
fore, the economic crisis did not deepen.
The situation improved. You will have
also to keep in mind that from negative
figure next year we had plus figure in our
trade account. Therefore, he need not
worry about the collapse of the ecconomy. If
we could have survived...

AN HON. MEMBER : With hunger.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : In cer-
tain times there are crisis and this is for us
to react in a particular way. Again I am
referring to Shri Ravindra Varma. He said
that it is a turbulent sea and how to pilot the
ship in the turbulent sea. 1 can assure you
that you can have the confidence in the pilot
and the pilot surely is not merely the Fin-
ance Minister of the country but pilots of
Indian economy are the farmers who are
working in the fields, the workers who are
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working in the factories and they have res-
potided. They are not as pessimist as you
aré. They have responded and they have
responded in a befitting manner.

Another pertinent point has been made
about black money. I agree with you that
this is an area where we shall have to be
firm. But who are talking of it ! Mayl
respectfully remind Mr. Ravindra Varma
just to remember the speech made by his
cabinet colleague, the then Finance Minister
that why the number of raids, searches and
selzures against the smugglers and foreign
exchange racketeers are getting reduced. Is
it not a fact that you were bold enough to
say that these all exercises done by the
previous Government were politically
motivated. Who gave the respectability to
the smugglers and foreign exchange racke-
teers by equating them with political
detenus. Please look at the figure of number

of income tax raids, customs raids
and enforcement raids, and the
amount of smuggled goods seized. I

am giving the figure of the last four months.
It was reached the figure of 1300. Surely,
my colleague, Mr. Satish Agarwal, who
has the experience of the Revenue Depart-
ment will agree with me that the number of
raids is reasonably encouraging. We have
stepped up that action. COFEPOSA
detentions we have stepped up. Even for
dealing with the hoarders and profiteers you
yourself brought one ordinance. The
ardinance could not be converted into law
because of dissolution of Lok Sabha but
when I as the Commerce Minister piloted
that Bill—ordinance to be converted into
BIll to tackle the hoarders and blackmarke-
teers—you opposed yourself that ordinance.
This is the situation. A situation has been
created where we cannot make a distinction
between one type of offenders and economic

offenders.

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: We
apposed ourselves in 1979 that is why we

went away.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : Itis
not that excuse that action should not be
‘taken or we should not act firmly but what
1 am 'saying is this is thc area where
if I want to detain one person under
COFEPOSA 1 cannot get the approval of
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the Home Minister of that State.

Each and every case is to be brought to
Dclhi. Detention order is to be passed
by my officer ; then it will be complied with.
And when you are tackling these types of
economic offenders who are vere powerful,
who are the kingpins, it is not an easy thing
to tackle them. I have instructed that even
in respect of those who are released, let
them be put behind bar for one month,
which is the pepiod for which we can keep.
You must put a fear inthe minds of all
these smugglers, racketeers and profiteers.
Sir, I really feel for Mr Wanchoo. He
made certain recommendations and observa-
tions ; 1 do not know whether he is still
living. But if he would have listened to the
debate of this House, he would have been
really surprised how the figures quoted by
him varied from Rs. 1300 crores to
Rs. 40,000 and 50,000 crores. So, why are
you indulging in this type of pure guess
work ? The Wanchoo Commission Report
is available. You know the figure which he
quoted, which he indicated. So, everything
cannot be passed on, in the name of
wanchoo Committee Report. I am not
trying to venturc and say what is the
quantum. It is not very important to
quantify the black money ; what is impor-
tant is to tackle, and to "know how effec-
tively.to tackle it. We have made various
efforts including certain schemes with which
you did not agree. Ido not say you bhad
no reason to oppose that. You opposed it.
You had reasons to oppose it. But definitely
there are no two opinions that if we have
to tackle these problems we have to deal
effectively with them. You may say what
we are doing is not enough. But to say
that nothing is being done and everything is
done in collusion would be a thing which is
totally untenable, unacceptable and far from

the truth.

Then, one more point was raised. I was
asked : Why are you not reducing your
non-plan  expenditure, non-development
expenditure ? 1 can doit. But, would you
help me in doing so ? 73 percent of our non-
plan expenditure are accounted by Defence,
by Subsidies, and there is a third one which
I am just forgetting, 1 will just tell you...

SHRI SATYASADHAN CHAKRA-
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BORTY : Interest payments.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : Yes,

interest payments. These are : Interest
payments, Defence and Subsidy. Interest
payments you have to do. That is your

obligation and thatis one of the major
soutce of your finance. The third area is
consumption expenditure ; I mean, the
expenditure on the Defence services, Econo-
mic Services, General Services, and other
Services. Here also we are making serious

efforts.

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL :
is still a scope.

But there

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : 1
agree there is a scope and 1 am telling you
to what extent I am trying to do it. If you
look at the absolute figurc— it is not in terms
of percentage, in terms of percentage it is
decrcasing,—you will find this ; I am giving
the absolute figure. In 1981-82 it increased
by 17.8% over 1980-81. In 1982-83 Revised
Estimate it increased by 15.7% over 1981-
82. In 1983-84 Budget FEstimates the
increase is 13.1%,. Therefore, we are trying
to reduce it. But we shall have to kcep one
thing in mind. Almost cvery third day I
am being asked : ““What are you going to
do about 11 lakhs of pensioners 7' Letters
are there : questions are there. For the
first time in the history of the country, we
appointed the Pay Commission, but we
could not wait for the interim report of the
Pay Commission ; thc Pay Commission
was appointed and simultaneously the
interim relicf is announced. And in terms
of money it is Rs. 253 crores. What
I am talking is a rough calculation
and it will bea little more. There are
deficits of States. And if I tcll this thing,
Mr. Sunil Maitra and his friends will simply
jump on me. In 1981-82 the States’ Deficits
were of the order of Rs. 1127 crores. In
1982-83 it was Rs. 694 crores excluding Rs.
1743 crores which 1 have converted into
Medium-term Loans. Therefore, these are
areas where it is not very easy to do it.

I do pot say that there is not a case. We
shall have to do something. We shall have
totry. But you have to understand the
enormity of the problem and keeping that
in view whatever best is possible, we are
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trying to do. Itis nobody’s case that-we
have been ablc to reduce the price. Who
has said ? What we have said is that we
shall try to keep it within the manageable
limit and we have kept it within the
manageable limit. We have not allowed
it toreach two digits and I do say that it
would be possible with the cooperation of
all the sections in the House and with the
cooperation of our workers in the factories
and thc farmers in the ficld. It will be
possible to maintain it. That we are doing.
In the case of agriculture, we have increased.
Each year, we have incrcased the price of
agricultural commodities. Today you are
talking of the kisans. What was the price
they used to give for wheat in 1978-79 ?
Even if you give the allowance of inflation...
(Interruptions)

SHRIMATI] PRAMILA DANDAVATE :
Price of inputs should be less.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : 1 am
coming to that. You will agree with me
that the moment you find that it is going to
have an adverse cflect on the fertiliser con-
sumption, we oursclves reduced it. You
cannot have both the ends together. On the
one hand, you will suggest 1o me to reduce
the price of the inputs and on the other
hand you will say what is the best instru-’
ment through which you can make it effec-
tive. So far as the feruliser is concerned,
the only instrument through which you
make it effective is by subsidy. I have done
it Dby giving 7.5%, reduction which is
causing how to increase the subsidy of
more than Rs. 250 crores, on the top
of Rs. 700 or Rs. 800 crores worth of ferti-
liser subsidy already given. Therefore, these
are the factors which we have to take into
account and we have to keep these factors
in view. On the top of it, my trade union
friends should not mind it. They have the
type of concept of collective bargain and
the pressure they are putting on me and who
have become almost whipping boy, still we
have to increase it by 14%. We have al-
rcady increased it recently in the engineer-
ing agreement which the West Benpgal
Government has entered into including the
public sectors in that region. There, we
have agree to 1.5 which they have also
agreed. Therefore, these are the issues,
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these are causing and these are putting tre-
mendous stress and burden on our economy.
Somebody advised me to look at ten years
back. What was the price ? What was the
situation ten years back ? It is true that
ten years back the price was less. But ten
years back, the gross national income was
35,000 crores of rupees. Today it is Rs.
130,000 crores. Therefore, if you take the
current price, you will have to calculate the
price also at the current price level, inflation
also at the current price level and income
also at the current price level. You cannot
have both the ends together.

The last point which 1 would like to men-
tion is about the demand side.

SHRIMATI PRAMILA DANDAVATE :
What about the DA instalments to the Gov-
ernment employees ?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : Don’t
ask me that commitment. Mr. Varma
wanted to know the actual position as to
why this money supply has increased and
what was the rationale for changing this
year now so quickly. Therefore, from 7 we
have increased the CRR to 7.5 and then to
8.0. Now, from 27th August, we are to give
8.5. The aggregate deposits have increased
in this period substantially and one of the
reasons may be of the remittance, which is
about Rs. 100 crores, as referred to by Mr.
Maitra. That is relevant after the presen-
tation of the Budget. If that trend conti-
nues, naturally the aggregate deposits will be
increasing and in order to mop up the excess
liquidity we shall have to adjust this year.
So far as the credit to the Government is
concerned and the gross commercial credit
is concerned, you know the bulk is for credit
for food procurement. The exact figurc I
do not have now, may be around Rs. 800
crores upto end of July. This year, apart
from the food credit, non-food bank credit
has also increased. Last ycar the figure was
negative. But in the first three-four months
of the current financial year it has increased

substantially.
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I do agree with one suggestion, a very
positive suggestion made by the initiator of
the discussion, Shrimati Dandavate, and
many other hon. Members have also sup-
ported it. And that is, side by side we have
to build up a strong consumer movement.
We should build up a strong consumer
movement ; it 1S not an agitational move-
ment, it is constructive and educative. If
we can build up a strong consumer move-
ment and create consumer awareness, that
would also contribute, not to check the
price, but to insulate thc people from the
impact, particularly the weaker section, of
rising prices.

Once again, I express my gratitude to the
Members for their very valuable contribu-
tions. The situation is no doubt serious,
but we need not be panicky. I do not hope
that it would be possible to tackle the pro-
blems faced by the country by cooperation
of all concerned.

20.46 hrs.
PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE
Notification under Customs Act

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI JANAR-
DHANA POOJARY) : 1be: to lay on
the Table a copy each of Notification Nos.
246/83-Customs and 247/83-Customs (Hindi
and English versions) published in Gazette
of India dated the 25th August, 1983 toge-
ther with an cxplanatory memorandum
regarding exemption to melting scrap of
stainless steel from the whole of customs
duty leviable thereon, under scction 159 of
the Customs Act, 1962. [Placed in Library.
See No. LT-6949/83]

20.47 hrs.

The Lok Sablha then adjourned till Eleven
of the Clock on Friday, August 26, 1983/
Bhadra 4, 1905 (Saka).



