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We are thinking of looking into the points
made by Shri Ramavatar Shastri that there
should be some literature on freedom

fighters.

MR. CHAIRMAN : The question is :

“That the Bill be passed.”

The Motion was adopted.

15-40 hrs.

HINDU WIDO WS’ RE-MARRIAGE
(REPEAL) BILL

MR. CHAIRMAN : We now fake up
the next item namely, the Hindu Widows’

Re-marriage (Repeal) Bill.
Now the Minister.

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF LAW, JUSTICE AND

COMPANY AFFAIRS (SHRI GHULAM .

NABI AZAD) : I beg to move :

“That the Bill to repeal the Hindu
Widows® Re-marriage Act, 1856, as
passed by Rajya Sabha, be taken into
consideration.”

MR. Chairman, Sir, the object of this Bill
is to repeal the Hindu widows Re-marriage
Act, 1856 as passed by the Rajya Sabha on
1st August, 1983. As the hon. Members
are aware, the Hindu Widows Re-marriage
Act was enacted in 1856, thanksto the
pionecering efforts of a great social reformer,
namely Eshwarchundra Sharum who later
came to be known as Ishwarchandra Vidya-
sagar. This enactment sought to remove
all obstacles to the marriage of Hindu
widows. It allowed Hindu widows to
remarry. It also made certain provisions
regarding maintenance, interstate succession
and testamentary succession, guardianship
and other rights including adoption.

The Act, however, contained provisions
purporting to impose on widows certain
disabilities, such as, in relation to the
right of inheritance of a childless widow.
This can hardly be allowed to continue in
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the present structure of our society. Accord-
ingly, the Law Commission studied this
piece of legislation in depth and had sub-
mitted to the Government its Eighty First
Report in December, 1979, recommending
the repeal of this anachronistic piece of
legislation.

The Law Commission has referred to
the other enactments, such as, the Hindu
Marriage Act, 1955, the Hindu Succession
Act, 1956, the Hindu Minority and Guar-
dianship Act, 1956 and the Hindu Adoptions
and Maintenance Act, 1956, which not only
cover the same field as the Hindu Widows
Re-marriage Act, 1856 but also made funda-
mental and radical changes in the personal
Law of Hindus, relating to marriage, suc-
cession and guardianship, adoption and
maintenance. These four Acts supersede
any other Law inconsistent with the provi-
sions of those Acts.

The present Bill seeks to implement the
recommendation made by the Law Comimis-
s‘on for the repeal of the Hindu widows
Re-marriage Act, 1856. 1 commend this
measure to the House.

SHRT AMAL DATTA (Diamond Har-
bour) : Mr. Chairman, this is a one line
Bill to repeal an Act of 1856. On the face
of it, it is very innocuous. I am not saying
that there is any oblique purpose in the
Bill itself. But what is the object of bring-
ing forward the Bill now allotting one hour
time when the time of Parliament is so pre-
cious that is setting out in the objects and
reasons appended to the Bill 2 It says that
“the Law Commission has recommended
that the Hindu Widow Re-marriage Act, 1856,
having become obsolete, should be repealed
so as to foreclose any possible arguments
based on the conctruction of the provisions
of this Act and the later Acts.” It is to guard
against any contingent argument which may
sometimes be taken by any lawyer in the
court of law, That is why this Bill is beiﬁg
passed by Parliament. Now, this is really,
in my very humble opinion, waste of time,
because there has not been in the last not 30
years but at least 27 years—since the pass-
age of the several Bills ; four Bills which
have been mentioned here—any argument
based on this particular Bill which is now
sought to be repealed. But that is not all. In
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1856, this particular Bill was passed. What
has been the effect of that ? The Bill which
we are now trying to repeal, let us not forget
the name of the gentleman who was res-
ponsible for the passage of this Bill, which
is being—for the sake of record—mis-spelt.
His name was Ishwar Chander Sharma ;
and this is the kind of English distortion
of Indian names which we are all slavishly
still following even in Parliament. So, I will
request the hon. Law Minister, who is here.

Because it is the name of a great man of
Bengal renaissance and who has shown the
path of enlightenment to the whole of India.
We should all know his name and also know
how to pronounce and spell it correctly.
That should be done, and it really makes
me angry, because people seem to have
forgotten these people, the people of renais-
sance, and in another 20 years we would
have forgotten even our freedom fighters
like Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and others,
if we have not already forgotten them.

PROF. N.G. RANGA : No. No.

SHRI AMAL DATTA : No ? Perhaps
you are thc only person to say so. This
Hindu Re-marriage Act is before us. What
has been the effect of this Act ? How many
Hindu widows have been re-married because
of the enabling provisions which brought
about this Act in 1956 ? Very very few.
Not "even one per cent. Not even .1 per cent
of the Hindu widows got remarried. Because,
this Bill came at a time when women were
regarded as chattels to be bought and sold.
That was the feudal concept of women.
That is why this Bill had no practical effect.
In very very high societies one or two marri-
ages took place and nothing else happened
to the rest of the society. Now from this we
can take an abject lesson. The lesson is
that the law can be used as an instrument
of social change only when the society itself
uses its political will to change that society.
Othemwise, only enacting a law is of no
avail. I want this Housc to take this abject
lesson, because the Government has a part
to play in this social transformation apart
from enacting such Bills.’

In 1956 we had passed four radical bills.
I am not denving that those bills were radi-
cal. “They were radical. But there has been
no effect .of those Bills on the society.
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They were the Hindu Succession Act, the
Hindu Marriage Act, the Hindu Women’s
Protection and Gurdianship Act, Hindu
Adoption and Maintenance Act, which were
all passed in 1956, together called the Hindu
Code Bill. Has the Hindu society got any
transformation because of these Bills ? 1s it
not true that the scourge of dowry is still
there 7 This House every day is discussing
this and other 1epressions on women, the
burning of young brides. These form
the subject matter for our discussion
cvery day here, in spite of the fact that so
many radical changes have taken place
immediately after Independence in 1956.
Twentyseven years have gone by. The whole
generation is gone and yet there is no
change. So, what has the Government
done ? The Government has thought that
it has done its duty by passing a Bill in
Parliament and nothing else needs to be
done. I am saying that we must guard
against that sort of complacent attitude.
The Government has a duty to do it. Of
course, I would admit that the Government
can do very little in & society like this where
wgstill have the remnants of feudalism.
We are entering into an era of capitalism
where exploitative sociely must take advan-
age of the weaker sections of the people.
And women being a weaker section, must
be taken advantage of by the dominant males
in a society like ours ! That is why we still
have to discuss in this House the subjects
like dowry, and how the rape law can be
made stricter and all that was started in
1980. We had to appoint a joint select
committee to go into it. But we have not
yet been able to take up and pass that Bill
regarding rape law being made stricter.
We have not been able to do it. So,
we are a very great nation for mouthing
lofty ideals. We¢ say Dbig things, but we
cannot do big things. After saying the big
things, we think that everything has been
done ; saying is doing things, so, nothing
else is required. That is why I tell the Gov-
ernment that something more is required
to be done. Maybe this Government will
not and cannot change the economic struc-
ture of society ; but still it can do some-
thing. Even that little thing which it can
do today to rouse the social conscience in

the people, it is not doing. It has abrogated
that function.

So, while we support the spirit of this



W

Hindu Widows Re-
marriage (Repeal) Bill

357

Bill, because the Act has become obsolete—
the Law Commission has said so, no doubt,
about it, and I agree with the Law Commis-
sion—there are so many other things which
have been said by the Law Commission,
which have not been implemented. This is
the 81st Report of the Law Commission.
What have you done with the ecarlier 80
reports ? Have you brought before the House
enactments as per those reports 7 No ; most
of them are gathering dust. So, why bring
this innocuous Bill ? I am not objecting to
the Government bringing forward this
particular Bill at this time. My only ques-
tion is why they do not go into more im-
portant issucs, instead of wasting the time
of the House in enacting a Bill for the pur-
pose of removing a contingent argument
which may sometimes be taken up in some
courts of law.

MR. CHAIRMAN : What is the correct
spelling according to you ?

SHRI AMAL DATTA : 1t should be
Ishwar Chandra Sharma. Perhaps they have
copicd it from the Report of the Law Com-
mission.

st womy |Er (JqETT) o Uy
wged, wd § 27 a9 92 fagar gafgarg
F1AT AAAT 42T, WX A1 (7T 1983
w7 g9 Az 5@ @sd # 45 §, af ferw
fag ¢ =t 21 WY& | W &1 A4Z A
23l ggga a@ &1 aifaa wwarg @
127 3 9g¥ &YX IF gga Wt A1 Afgaat
£ feqfa garsr # o, 9w feafq & aga
gz d1 g afea st afada g
anfg o Fora g2 %, ag @wT L1 & aFT

g

| TAqeAAT §WH & AT gHIL 29 &

wafgaren ¥ wrRr ww fEar AT fawm A

zaY frarer a8Y el & 1 f gamy gt
st feafy <@ 2, g uF fadamamE F1
feafy 721 & 1w 9% mfsq ¥ &7 § qAar
AT, A Y FqT H ®TH A JLAT AT 2
sty weawred gw § s AN @A
afgarst = fafa gF &1 AIE FAAT
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AT AR I & arg a1 fggaen v feafa
gy, ag gAT gHIF & gfecwior e & qfv-
T YT | TFAAAT  GgA 1T A1 ¥ WY
qums § A FAfqar g, 97 A L H @ &
farm otz afgaren & @@ F1 Fav FPBAF
fag sr® T garg 77 7 afgardt #
S| feafa €Y 3 F wat & guie & qrg-amg
san safa feg w17 ey, T #7197 891
T | HY T A9 AfaFICF aHH HY AN
Sfa &Q 1 FF 7 FAT 1 GAH, §F *F
faw Y aga-997 93 GIFT U T4
fegr T g1

welY ag &1 o gr a1 fr vy fagos
FT ATAT FIE AT AT T@ar g Afwq
F1E FIAT F4a7 &, a1 9 UF Fifrqa &
qTEAd AT R X I F1AAF ATAT Y
ST | ST G371 Y ST

77 @ & 5 fagand ¥ greeg §
EIAAAT & 2 F3 177 a7y fo=d
Farer =1 fafaaw 1829 w17 Wt & faad
faaareti & adY g3 a1 «1eaITg A HI
g3y Sifgd fwar a1 TEE 9vATq
1856 H U w147 aqrar 4r faayg fgeg
fagars & gafaarg #1 o zvar war)
Faaar gifta & arz @t fzeg faagt @
grafrgg @ afgaret & faag fa=Bg @
grafrgd 197 371 I FAAT F T4 &
a1g A1 A fadnF 7=t wglay 9 ggi @
g 98 agd & gHATIHRT ¢ |

ga a1 4g & & oif fagarg Ak m
Y qUgAIR GATF # § 3I9% f39ar- IR FT
FTL0T arF-fAa1g ol & | A% H9-919 &9
g & Y AT § A7 @ Afa s srer-er)
wefFal a1 wEr #1 FIdr 20 faedr qre
gA § At a1 % agi uF GEr od gravg
faa fa7 qg g7 BIE-gEt aefEdl
qrdY &1 S & 1 gAT AT A+ qmngar
grar affa usearT ¥ ag dea1 aga-afas
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g1 MR fEarRIFIF S gu @ fqag
g AF amg srdr Tifzw ) 3o grag #
F:74 & Afwa St F197 997 § gAFT
aRg & Qs gl giate | Fagwadl g fF
Td araiy § qrfa ¥ aga F19 gL AT 2|
affa ara-fagrg & wravg & ST F197 8
Iaq 1T oY TETE FE AT TTG @ | UET
A 3@ H arrar g foF wew & 989 &Y a=A
TV WIT FT &1 13T § Jg UH T (Fua g )

S gW agi 48 § AT NS =t a7 fa=mi
FT IR & argn @aar Atgo fF faw awg
& gard ® vy gAfaal ¥ fazg 20 frar
SO, &9 TAH1 UFT AT 1 F 4 q2157
FgAa1 wgd) g & fagar gafaag & avaey
¥ ST owT FTHT A E g Al AFET
affT ax @ gt smavaFAT o419 g g fF
ara-faang ¥ sax afada #2108 F A A
aifew | @F Avasg § ST FAT 8 W,
IGET FTWT FAA 2 agd TEA ¢ |

yrrmay g fF gd & T 97 fEa
afus wigard 333 aa1 1 oAl & &%
IAF ATZ FAF! AT 75T G o 14T SITAT
21 s asfFar er-eiy 3w fraar gl
sy & IFET awaEle & fan gaaeaige
faat Strar 2 | FFR1AT, FATHT F aFdaT
50 g7 wHr Afgag gl S fF ard-
faare & qu=id faaar g1 &z @9ar sftaqd-
9 FTENE | AT [qu F19 FAA aF
goar 27 zaw feo 0 wwfss afvada
FY WETT 2 | 94 ud) fagar g guml
g3 ¥ gidt &, ewrr afkare w gt @ argw
STAFH UFHE FIE AT AT AEI T &1 W
g9 FIAA A1 A1 agd A g | AT F g
¥ w7 9154 A1 FAANFIST AW FI AFT
& frax gfdwa 98w st fadw v fag-
gl @ widr w F1 qme faaw
gfewer & Az e faa s afes
wyrguw 2™ Ay Fga  faa Sndi
WIQUT 291 AR Z@ a1 &1 F49] F & &1
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ag EEATAE) gAA |

It & 3g 9&7 & ud Wi a1 fa ey
T G F, AT F17 T @ & 1§ 9 T
QT § qoAT FgAt g fF Far F1T F49T0
<d & arz foga oY @ agt 938, ITF
ass fagaren ¥ faag £33 &1 qarTgm ?
& guad g f #7870 F3@ § seqe g
g | afFT T W) F197 719 FT 0F Aq71
Tieay § faad afd & o qua § safa
Al &1 g% wwrw # qfEdd @i i
gAfaai o1 fazia & fag wifs 713 & gaig
F3A A1fF |

g weal & arg fgeg fagar qafaang
(frza) fagas &1 01 foar adws
grgmaTen ax agi gfaeaifag faar war g
3GFT § gHAT FIAT § |

16 hrs.

=Y VS wAR fag (fedsman) @ am-
Mg ANt 3 s fasifeays fodia fas
w@rg X ar staga 5r fawifar
gl AT 984T & fag z@rg, e+ #
qaagT FLQTE |

ferg faste foiRa wae & g =T H
39 g ATI 98 59 IFIE

“Nothing in this Act contained shall
be construed to render any widow
who, at the time of the death of any
person leaving any property, is a
childless widow, capable of inhcriting
the whole or any share of such pro-
perty, if before the passing of this Act,
she would have been incapable of
inheriting the same by reason of her
being a childless widow.”

2 ATt & A & sfawiei 1, IgAl F
afarrr w10z Sar g | fadt wR ¥ o
sifrasrd) sfafqag aarar o 3 qar
AHIA T gIET F1 3@ g Fva< 975 fa21-
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g gru afaaifza, Searfga fear aa
g7 | JfHT ZIATT qgF | FIFTAF q37 S A
TS gAr Hwgrarfe dmw F gramg R
aw #7 feafq w1 d@d gu g5 45 A gw
arq, ferg @r a1 wifewrs fear o IaFt
i faar | & g A€ @ 990 FI4T
=TEST E |

I & AT | ATA & 17T & J19
g9 & g al faarg deg1 IqF 919 A7 FX
e MY & 1 uF Y faFm F AR 9gE
AT &1 A9 ATy g faarg dewrar g
gaIR fgmmr & qar g Sdy g1 s W
graifs® g, earfaqra &1 999 At &
fau s=a1 & fag @ fafast & @@ g |
frgT Fr g @@ gg s g ar gwrq
AT I FF TNFTT TG HT 9077 2 |
97 F &Y IFFT qAT g AT AT @
gRIR quIsT § ATH HT a1 YT FgI 14T
& FALIT IART GAAT JIATE, FA FT 319

' FeH &) Fgr A1AT 5 AFFT ATHI FT FA
TEHY AZY GAHAT F1GT § | I ag faarg g
F q1g g A& aT A g AFAT FO G
feat & arg g ag fasrgr St g arag
aed) 1 g1 @ 398 eig faar arar g
1T a7 2T T &1 3FT @rar g | gar feafa
§ otar syq wifeaar<r sfafaan a=ra § at
12 wifasra FE arer agAar & A IaH
1q freea 3@ & dY =\t a1 & |

afFd o qra g ¥ @A g1 9T
foeg sifewige @1 a1 A Afafqgs
FATAT | &4T T TS Ft qqedT 9T 1a1fed
7 3 gidt & srtg 53w H fgrg AT QEE
% sreadid agl &1 1¢ @Ie 7 uF wtaw faar
2 ug fuig fear § fra & dF07 9% A
¥ Fg faar § fa ag wfawT & wsdew
sfaa1<l &1 TN a7 &, 37 @0 7Y fRar
ST FFAT & | T 19 g § (6 ) Feaks
uFe &1 U F & gHr AfadrT gan
qra &, A1) F afgwrd 1 g9 gUag aag
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Y g4t sraegr & oF FUY T2 o GEH &
99 aTE WY 1T 3G | qeq Fgl g ! faaig
qEqT 9% § A foang weqn #Y a1q 7 ATV
& Y F3 Y%7 I3 FT @E I T &, @ A
03 A1 AT §, I faarg Fr a@ AT FIAT
8 WHTS ¥ ATX &1 gfqesr &) a17 37 J1a
g1 AR AW qT gu g & iy w3w F
gIRFE S g Fary § Fg Wrg ) faeg
U3 g F FIWT 9 FT AT 4T TEF
g &gl 7471 & Fiedzgmd § o afgw
fear war § SaF ag qrgar g1 qw@AT AT
AT HIA H1 5@ AT AT g ar fgeg A
use g, fgrg aadwa waz 1963 &1, fag
wEAR GE Arfsgafug vae gy, feig varms
vg #edq qF g1 AAT 4 /1 F1AT QO ®7
& uq qT sarfia & s faaet a7 smafa
g e & qafas gw ¥ aF & @A
T awifas  emgrefwer g sraifa
g ? 9% T THH Q1T qT SOA AAX FH
T 9 faae &IV | T {1 qraae v
9 gu @, gfeqw qeaaw & gt ar fevg
qRYAA AT gL AT 317q AW 1 A7 gy, afg
THHT AT 4G & aF & strAar Fgar g 5
ST 71X Fifewrgs e fgegsii & & #et 08
FIENTTNT & QAL 2FHAA & | I g7 &7
qfkada T ad § at W=7 a1 foeftoT &
qrq At T 1y g1 oF ghaardr geAt &
@At A1EA | ArfeFa 44 F1 2F IAA F47
FET AT 3 -

ar il & fad oF fafa &1 fqam giar
F1fed 1 3R &1 strad & 97 gw Jagafon
F1 @17 Fed g ar fafa =Y faog & 1
fatra w9 & @b fagrg gaafey grea 74F #3
aad g 1 ag fafa #1 fagw 2 9w FgA @
fer feeitsr e agae @t 1 qage fear
AT AT AW F uF FAEEE AT EET
=1fga o1t @wa T a7 g, faad aifat
W agr sfasre greq g St gEet & )
ara+ ag fedta @t w3 famr & &feq area-
faw feafas Y qww & s Y Fiforw
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AT | agY § HgaT TEATE |

s} AR AW (FraAIY) - wreaa, &
fafe ==t st #1 geaarz 2ar g faegia feeg
- fagma & gafaaig & qafaq ag fagas
qur -frar § | @g var fagas g faa oz &
= &) araf qgT gy o g ag fady Y sirfa
v gT aT & FA1 7 g FTIF THF T UF Qe
- gAfg, Fyar e gurE §3E@ § wag fama
T W AW & WY 9T CF AT & FAF G

oY gON FAT AR - (A&AT) ¢
- wreagR ga% gaaAr Qfqy f& gg favaq
fagas |

7} FFEqTer SATAY - W[ FIA FTHIA
-~ ug @ f og vwgyar § | forg auts # R
— S gRIgat € ag W OF U @ 1gAR W
¥ saw wfy, gfaai a sva faar g faegi
- g FIATHl & faaw smarw I g R
gawT fadiy frar 21 g@ faqa & araeg o
o Al e & a1 SvAT FeE famprarrT #7
- qrRaTar €, fEE aRg & usr uw /1gT g
A g yar &1 fa0g feararr @ e
F SwTA H, A0 SHA FOUT I A FT
ag &1 FAF ¢ ferg aars ¥ fagane 1 78
g gir =nfga 7@ fawr & gra o
qIaYTT GIHIT FIA AT @IS 9§ R ¥

FO a1d Fgl @ |

- ga aga § mfaay A faae wwe fFa
g & auaar g fr o fagr & mean @
S &Tw g g wWiS # fga § M gm
- faga® § g qUAT B L FW F @Fraan
R o

‘ersft & o GufaT qg @rav, faad @
gr@ 9T s faar v arfs fggram
Ie9 a9 HAYAT I=FA AU & AT AW E, S
g Jifa & o1 wgEd &, ITH FaR ®
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qgg yar a1 qrdy g &R g zfagra
¥ AHT I gfagra 1 3@ & qdq7 FAqT
g f& o ani, gur-sfyg v1&r sfaat,
frgaes Freza o fwrgaes grgssr & et
HagqaT T F TUATZ | 39 FIGT ¥ Fga-
o wfgarsil &1 Q¥ Saq g aatg g aar
3T 37§ agd AR fa7 3@ o3 |

& ag Fgar swawas guzarg f+ fag
ATHY HT FH IH T WET g T AR
SEFT 9f7 @Y q1Q, A FE X 48 a9
& G AAT GT AT g1 SATAT & | AT
g ¥ YT FE 9 fagw w3@r g i
Fr qfeare &t afefeafqal & ag waq
TET 9T AT JIAT G 1 AT A AARAT
faare &3, aY gw @™ fa 37 are &1
F7 § 7g fae agq qagias g |

7 W) ¥ g # g fasaw w1 andq
AT g |

s gOM A AnaR (ferEE)

 {IATT qgE F1 efg ¥ o9r awarg E

1856 # o9 ag FAT 919 AT NI, &
I qHET FI G g |

=t Aqen™ 9812 T4t (FITHT) . GIT-
aft #gizg, fgrg fauar gwfaarg (fawa)
faga®, 1983 aega: sfaa & & afsa
fafa s 3 Faw feg fawar gafaang
afufqan & fatga SY 1 fawif ag) A
B, ST ATHT 56 g &1 Ageaqur famifea
F1 g1 faegea® 4 U agd ¥ sgEd,
AFTAFT AN FYHIAIA FIYT I AT @ 2,
faaar faaa faar srar =ifge ar ) &few
oY Agled X T 907 fhg e o § 26y faq

@ 9 95 faar g |

wwafa wgem: U® agT ¥ Fraq fadr
feg srI& g

s{t TR STqTE q9t . T FrT Fi)
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frard ;E wicdegwa v orex A 21 -

2w, F1a A afxfeafa & sgary gd 9
FIAAT | af@dT FIAT A1fRy |

a1 Faa “fgeg’ wga @ arewafad
gaaAT STar ¢ | faa 2w fgeg, yfeas, fag
a7 €ars F2A {4 grEAATMAFKAT FT WIFAT
qa7 gt &, agl AF1 HAT FT97 ALY, AT

WITH & g JAT g TATT €F § AT g1

¥ ferg faganr & gro & arq A
g wifgu afew ot st g@ aw & afE
g, gfean, {@1g, 97 @t qranm &9 Q4
g AT Fifge | g ST ¥ A g @ a1
faarg, &t war, e a1 afs aga

Y vt gAfaar § s arex 7@ araar

g afFT o qlarafaat st efearfeat
T FIATHT &1 AAT AT AT 1856 & a1
S §yavasg fgamame gq gag F gay
afas aicsfas TreFdar F 720371 IT
qAT A FAMA AT (A GHIT TT aga
) geq1d aq1 fega g7 gafaqi & fadars
Wgla w3l | I3, garsr § I gsq1, wfg-
AT IT AT BT AT il &
TSI 1 A1 GHEAT 4 IRt T TS
FIA FT Y19 fFa71 1 39 [Q@r § =7 941
-3 fagrarar a1 I gHT FART
w1t faQa W fear war, aqtaafaat
FI 7 q, AfFa fB5T off 93F1T 7 39 949
HFS FATIAC | 3T IfF 77 Grag ¥
T FITFTAT 7 9F & AT TA FIAT HT
F1% Iq@ifirar AgY @ A g T Ay
qfefeafa & ardir 557 3 s frae
(fras) fagns wega fear &, gasr &
qHAA FRATE |

16.17 hrs.

[DR. RAJENDRA KUMARI  BAJPAI
in the Chair]

afer e grg-arg & ag ¥ STV

wrgar § fF g@ fagas T Mg SEE
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3F wigaren 1 I7 feafqai & Q-Afcr
FT & fog oo faadr v searg &
Fga-at wfgard fagar g srat oF, ITH
zq fadas & qrm § gafaarg & ¥ g7~
faadr ot o g7 THTTF - F A9 F) GTAT-
fos wera ¥ g9 ¥ gag i ff gafag
fraY 91T F AT ETF ATH FT T g2AT
Srar &t qs\Sr AT Iaufasr e o
geifa &1 stfawre aY 93 uF a1 foa srar”
g SaHT BIAT AT ST |

& srraa gTer ag s (33T HAr 9gar
& & gursr & ey ot aga & FAfqar T
TEY § ST AT AAAT §—AIR 9T agaw
—t agigR &, faas gig § us g, &
ASAZE gL a7 ¢ 7 % Qfa-fra #v
HTETIR AFT Fo-H8 mfzat FF g1 7
gqT &1 WY FETT FAT AMZT | FrERE
AGTSH T UF agd oo Afgar ey wrfaar
AT FAT TGN 4 | Fegiv T f& gfean
afgA1sil & qig agd ew gy Wreg 1 am
qAATH IHT A=Y, qi9-qi7 wifzar #q.,
g 1 ar gadr 9 AFr Jar [fze ) FEm
grs &1 | stug faar fF atgaray a1 warg
& fau 3o graeyg ¥ wgw Iz10 14 =g
TH AW F G FT GEATAYOT A AT w1
g7q% fas a3, gaF fau ag aga smaws
&1 rq g |19 gHIR 3w *1 FAgEar ¥ A
wasT qfg Zidr ot @ g, saFr AFAF
fag Y Tar #5341 ArEa@EF | AT
AR W § gF gfawrfadt arar ot savas
2| &9 fagra & gfq gt &1 wfzag

jgm FfEe X g feor # #2317 #FEH
3BT A1ZW | F31T FIH IZHT FHFT A

oFY HIWIT BT FATAT U120, FAIFF arver & ¢
AT & ATATT TAFT ATTEIFAT & |

SHRI G.L. DOGRA (Jammu):: 1do not .

know how much time we can take.

MR. CHAIRMAN : One hour has been
allotted to this Bill. You can express your *
opinion on this. ' Shri Arakal.
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SHRI XAVIER ARAKAL (Ernakulam) :
Madam, this is a shortest piece of legislation
which this Parliament is enacting. [If you
refer to the Statement of Objects and Rea-
sons, it has been stated as follows. I quote :

*“...making fundamental and radical
changes in the Personal Laws of
Hindus...”

Sir, it is quite natural to us that while repeal-
ing this Act through this Bill, have we
eradicated the stigma of widowhood in our
society ? If you refer to para 2 of the State-
ment of Objects and Reasons, it says :

“Py conferring property right, this
Act of 1856 has become obsolete.”

On the contrary, Madam, Chairman, this
stigma, this, taboo, of widowhood is preva-
lent very much in our society irrespective of
the castc and community. Primarily the
question is as to what we are doing in the
matter. Nuaturally, we have to refer to four
enactments which are mentioned in the
Statement of Objects and Reasons. Though
the Law Commission has recommended
various amendments, in this matter, we arc
lagging Lcehind the time and the changing
socicty. If you recall, Madam, Chairman,
this movement was started in 1856—in the
19th century—and there was a strong resis-
tance then. The highly educated people
started this movement for the reformation
of the society. It was resisted. Even now
the resistatce has come out in different
form. Day before yesterday a paper wrote
about the Hindu Rushtra or Hindu rites.
1 may say that Hindu Society has adapted
very well to the changing situations. Now
people like me believe that there is revival
of the fundamentalists or orthodoxists’
disastrous attempts on a political level to fan
out the communal forces. That is precisely
why 1 put this question. By comparing the
property right, have we removed the taboo,
(he stigma, of the widowhood ?

Madam, Chairman, this is an occasion if
] may say so that though this is a shortest
piece of legislation, yet this is an occasion
for us to examine as to where we are head-
ing to ?

1 am sure that Hindu society is so adap-
tive and flexible—in many respects it is very
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rigid also—and if the attempt to have a
Hindu rashtra of Hindu raj is there, I am
afraid, we will be going backward. The
four cnactments which have been mentioned
here require modernisation. Is the govern-
ment prepared to bring forward a law to
make up to date these four enactments.

Above all Madam, Chairman, you will
agrce that the Adoption Bill is pending
before the House. May 1 ask the hon.
Minister to bring forward that Bill ? Many
hon. Members mentioned about the need
to have uniform personal law. I agree with
that to a certain extent. We should endea-
vour like communities to have a uniform
civil code and other enactments preserving
the identity, vitality of each religion and
community.

*With these words I support the Bill.

DR. V. KULANDAIVELU (Chidam-
baram) : Sir, on behalf of my rationalist
party, DMK, I would like to participate in
the discussion on the Hindu Widows’ Re-
marriage (Repeal) Bill and cxpress my views.
At the outset, T may say that it is time to
rcpeal the Bill as we arc in the era of
rationalism, secularism and radical approach
to reforms. At this juncture, 1 am compelled
to express my apprehension that even though
we are marching towards the economic,
industrial and scientific devclopment we are
wedded with bondages of tradition, super-
stition and dogmatic ideology. If we are
going to have this approach, the Bill pertain-
ing to the Hindu Widows Re-marriage
(Repeal) Bill is not going to serve any
purpose.

My predecessor has rightly pointed out
that it is only paper work without any
thought for social change. Unless we tackle
the entire issue with principles of rationalism
with reformative approach we cannot ensure
that the provisions of the Bill will help the
women scction of the society.

With this preamble I would like to say
how our leaders especially Thanthai Periyar,
EVR and his followers ever since our Justice
Party even in 1920s were struggling for the
rights of the women section. They had
advocated re-marriage of the widows and
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destitutes. EVR dedicated his whole life for
the eradication of casteism and superstition
on line with the rationalistic and scientific
approach. Even 60 years back he was
advocating widow re-marriage and also
speculated on the population out-burst. He
had already anticipated even 60 years ago
that there will be a big population explosion
in the country and he advocated
Family Planning. He made a fervent appcal
to the society that women should be given
full equality and freedom.

There is another aspect of this approach.
He was also advocating abolition of Child
Marriages. He was also preaching these
things, which Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar
and Raja Ram Mohan Roy were advocating
in those days. Our Periyar has rendered
this novel service to the women section of
our society.

There are certain salient aspects which we
have to consider in respect of radical chan-
ges to be brought about in the minds and
thinking of the people. Our people are
religious oriented ; they are highly religious
fanatics. Our women especially fall a prey
to these goondas. The so-called priests, the
so-called Gurus, Swamis and Babas are
exploiting our women ; they are inducting
these innocent women into the brothels. 1
can tell you about one story. This has come
in the publication Yojana published by the
Government of India. This is from Yvjana,
August 15, special number. It says :

‘On the afternoon of April 11, the
District Magistrate of Gopalganj,
Mahesh Prasad Narayan Sharma,
was stepping down the stairs of his
collectorate office when some stuff
was thrown at him. Moments later,
blood-strewn, he was lying at the
bottom of the stairs, dead...”

MR. CHAIRMAN : You nced not go
into it.

DR. V. KULANDAIVELU : This is
an important point. Iam saying how our
innocent girls are being spoiled by these so-
called priests, gurus and swamis and Babas.
The Yojana further says :

‘His petion for nirvana was clear.
He promised his bhaktas a darshan
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of God if they were ready to surren-
der to him body, mind and wealth.’

MR. CHAIRMAN : No, kindly don’t
read out the whole thing, ] am not allowing
you.

DR. V. KULANDAIVELU : Iam only
suggesting this to the Members of the House
and the Chair they may kindly go through
this issue of Yojana, datcd August 15. This
is giving rationalistic articles. While dis-
cussing the provisions of the Widow Remar-
riage Bill I have tosay that we are very
narrow minded. This provision is confined
to Hindu Widows alone. Why cannot you
include other sections, Muslims, Christians,
Sikhs and Buddhists ? We are in an ad-
vanced stage of development ; we are well
informed ; we must always have a ration-
alistic outlook. So, this Bill must cover
all the other sections of women of other
religions also because we are a secular State,
It must cover the whole of the Indian
women. I would plead with hon. Members
and with the Chair about this point. Un-
fortunately some young girls become widows
in the carly part of their lives and they are
dragged into prostitution.

It is my wish that the House should take
steps to avoid such miseries to our women-
folk as well as so-called ‘gurus’ taking away
the young girls and young widows. We must
provide for them job opportunities. We
must establish job-oriented institutions for
widows so that they can be admitted in
these institutions and earn their livelihood.
We can also arrange for their re-marriage.
I would request the hon. Minister to consi-
der this and see that the law covers a wider
range of scope for the rehabilitation of

women section as a whole. With these
words, I conclude :
M1 gUw TEw (sreHizn) o awnafg o,

@l {31 59 79y @gA & @e9@ 2, 4 A9e-
A1 7541 St &1 FHrwa ¢ fawrfm g7 oF
qUH T &1 [ #37 & fa0 ag7 97 qrg
g I8 AR ST A 3T ATy ¥ IAR
wArad § 7g fa3zT FTar agan g e oan
FHAT T TF FE F1AT &1 AT aqrar g

faaaY e suatfirar a8t @ 7€ 9k g
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fediar &3 %t fawifanm #1 8 1 F 197 =1g
FeT A IV AN F I AE gY &, I
WY, 5o 9FIT § 39 1856 & waz &l
frdter w37 &1 2009 fasr &7 g, I gFR
g 3% gvaey | Wl 917 qeIar 9% |

gHI HIT UF ®igaldl qHId @18 |
afe g7 =fgal & fasg gure agi &
dOy |t FIF I § | A1 A gAIR Fvgfacz
FFIT Al Segid AWIT § JIAT A &
aR Awgr frag agiang o1 W2 &
SAFT FATAT AT g fF gmix agh U& wgr-
&y gn § g f& famramsy, s
TAHIZT VT SY, AR ALEEA S,
agreAr At HIX qfed FTFFIET AgF |
g7 Wergeai 4 gawn g FAifaar & fawg
HIATA I3TE § AIT ATA OUIT HI T@EY
Fae & ®1 d fawfaq w30 % faqay a7

IqTA gAY & | 7 I7E F garai Fv afony

2 fF T 1856 ar 1955 X 1956 &
fagas ga1R @18 JT 21 oS Y gA
IS § UH AT & S 3q GF¢ &1 HAAT
s Fdfaat & faers s Iz 3@ 8
qrAAg gfeaer ST F A9 W ogw gsA ¥
gad F fasars fagas sna arar @) wfg-
At & faars s wearAi g § 9%
fau fagas srrar arar &

gl ag), gaTdr ardf gwisw # afeaaa
& fag e gafaal @1 fazig & fag
HIFEIAT FL! Wal 2 | g7 GHIST &I AW-
®F FTT T FT AT FI G g | "IAAT
TEIAGHEY A1, ST ANGT TT SATHT GATAT
¥ ga SFT AT a1 Faar e 5 abgae
qX S FATATL 1T & S7a arx f@Har SArar
ifgr 1 gwidt aiEt #1 wfgenr  azEdnd
afgarsi § SrFET Sfa F1FW FEE
gu aY UaHIfaF &l 1 3@ IFT AT
fommardt & fFagq ama ¥ g0 9F1TF
19T 9T I FT 1T UF T8 qA1F aﬂ
fawfaa £ & fau w19 £
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wiadar, grik gfegiT & JeT AH
g aid Ferat g fF aue & v qaf &
fag ow g &1 FHA g@Fr TR
W ge faxi Fgg arg gt var s e d
SAFT gugA Fwar g1 § fagaw #war
FIgar g fF guwa & St aqdfoa &
WTE 8 sFA1ga a1 g & | g g,
RIS & 91 F1 & ANT 98 1057 3579 £5
qauis H g9t & [0 uF gArwE 713 FAAar
wifew mifF ot fafsea gwre & qudai §
972 g faar o aF)

# ga: qradla fafa =7 \'rﬁ T qgTg AT
gaT 5% gz fagza dwarg fa fag gee
¥ gz fadas F1 aig a, AT FHIWT FY
srgt srgt oft &1 AT &1 fodle w37 &1 fawr-
fear & oftT g1 fRdte F37 F engvasan
g 3% fau v 3 fagas a1 278 wsal
F qq F F qGT FIGTE |

o1 TRIATR ARET (72A7) : UF  ¥sg
F1ag faga® 21 ga%1 399 F773 11
qATA &1 G217 qE1 AT & 1 4T 1A gHIR
W H AgT 37 gU F | AT FIAA 494 F A18
AT ZH FITT ATHAGT FT Qg1 agd
aqf &, axEt qrer g gn araifsa AT
ST T ATETAT TAT I & | A1 Y g a3
g | R gUIT oY sniaterr T emumr o
T8 AN aF g AE gE @ wwre ¥ ufe-
aret 31 71 feafy § ag nafafza 2 #ag
qITA IBTA1 A17A1 § f feg Fawar gafaang
1 feafa ssiaa &7 gmid Aram S ga-
fazi #ar g Nt ag W@ & ? gz s arweay
T & A A1 Y gAI FAIT 9T 748 & |
TEHT AT STt =1fgw | HoA S Ao
A & JAT Y W E 1 g A § f
fagar g 9 &1 faest sifqai &, ar zfk-
a7 @ g, a1 qifzand § 99% agt samar
T Aan g, faga gara faag w7 o §
AfFT & o197 g 1 17 JET § SR FH-
I gg) feafa @q strg Qe fe s qe-
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wfaq go= Fifqai g agt fagara &Y gara
faarg &< 78 faar smar g e s
gaatr faarg &3 adr & av faarg wwar
gAY & A1 T @RT AYE avg & IAFT ATT-
TG 3T § A GXFIT F1E gaErgar agh
qEATAY & | TR FHFT WA T, AT
F1 zaw fag JFar7 F1 5 gs7 @ifaq),
afrsay, fafesat stz a3 # fagaen
faarg &3 &7 erardY & 1 wfwq 2z sy
g % Q@0 A2 gt s aF 5 o3As
FrfaF ®T 7 977 97 9@z T8 fFm
SITTAT | 3t q1 T 30D qAH § qIT A
¥ ag waraerF 3 fw gasr enfas w78
Qe FATAT 19, IAH!T AT qiF T7 @7
fear stro o wza % fag & a0 97 &1
1 geafa o sifagre § afFa fra &rag
stftrare faarr 2 7 a1 anrq g sfawre Iaat
fearard &7 &1 9mIFT FIT ITHN WS
FIAT2? TE FIATI IAF AfAT ®T F
AT qi7 7T 0 HifTy, g7 g w6
az wfasrz fga quoar i ss araTHE
ALY F=dT FAT §, 347 g &, fadr wgay
g IFHfawEm F wy eI g @ HA
o fat & gzt T g, 0% faaarer o
18 g7 § a1 gt Faegt wr ag faaar @
T | &AT yqq AT F gz afeat T 3, an
aET [ TAFT F1% ATGFIT T2, TqST TE] |
qZ g a1 q¥9F 1 9Far g T FHIT H
afeada apra &3, 37 ATARAY F7AEAT H GHIT
F7, qNATdt eqaEqr H garz @0¢ 1 ad)
TR QX AfgFIR ey T gET | qefa H
SaFr A afgri faar & ag ama § J&k
AT 2| TF@EH ITT T T g7 G F A
FIAT 9 g0 & IAH[ SAET § FIAT TR
gy =ifgw | fFarat & arar F F1T 7
TR TE | U II0A W19 FL aqrfm AT
fopaifeaq g1 @ aifF sarar @ SAET AT
afgat aars #1 fas 9% |

s wA=FE TN (0T
anfefFa 15 Fga1e:

aarafa Y
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“The State shall not discriminate
against any citizen on grounds only
of religion, race, caste, sex, place
of birth or any of them.

No citizen shall, on grounds only of
religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth
or any of them, be subject to any
disability, liability, restriction or
condition with regard to—""

Then Article 44 says

“The State shall endeavour to secure
for the citizens a uniform civil code
throughout the territory of India.”

g gF UF 17 %1 faorg FTF foe e
arfg &1 d@Fg gd Fai goen wfa &
afasrs a@y grr =1fz7 st oF gad &N
stifa 1 gre rfear o fas aat | gars d2r
gAT & IAFT 14 T@q g enawl fafaw
Fre AT FAfgw ar 1 & qzar Fgar g 5
fafgsr & sreav g fRaiE Q@ AT, 1956
§HEA G0 &1 4T, /199 fHaq are & arg
Fg FIA qra fawar ? #41 9877 93185 20
qre & 417 7

ferg et & fAn f&ad & F197 a1 9%
&, afsT smg aqrg 5 feaa o #rqa QW
¥ g A1 el § T F9 A Ag gu,
TIOAIHENT AEI GAT | AZ FIAT S AHYT
A § ag «AFEIElE g AR & | FAT AT
& ? gaifd 20 1A 1 q% & | ar A feare-
HZ {59 ST F1TATIEQIE I T2 @TH
Fra ALY Y | AT a2 a1 f& AT F1A
1T ATt a4 1 grd FE Jifa g A
BIAT | HF 93 21T FIT A UF JANS
faar 3w T F1AA AT G HST WAT AT
ITF Gt g7 £ | ot 27 fafas
FIZT 7 J7 FT OF FTHA K12 IATAT 1M,
AT F T F TET AT |

T gL HATC AL (NeAiT) Car-
afd #giRg, # 9 #IEI X IT AGA
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sufgqal & wfa 1 a3 qa771 ATIF T &R
fexat &) gaoT &1 3@ FT A A & fad
foregia wgrT ae faar, 978 | €A FIAT
F1EAT g | 7 fvaR =eg famrawy, s
Tq }igd U, afww F77 T2, NG AR
Heel, Tl WA, @I agraee, of
wgra eafaa fosgia fgeg s & fa7,
fadre =7 & = snfa &1 Sy7-zor F1 g7
¥ fadr afwr gorr far et stesraa frar,
SR G RO H FTAT FIFATE |

# 7=t agEg #1 gegaT AT g fw ag
fazgs fagas @1 F3T I 09 g7 WG
safeaai &1 fee o argiafa sfa &3 &1
qiFr fzar 2

=

artst ga afifeafagt &1 erarer 78
FATAT AT AFAT, ST 1856 H o) fergai &
fagar faarg g a@sr SET 911 ®I0E
Faerar o= feell & orq 7@ AT F7 a1 72
qFdY 41, FfFwa fway 3 faarg 987 s asdar
qr | q® fgeg wmia 7 fagar fet #raga
gAYt o A1 | 39 gwa qdl-gqr gAfaq
oY | F#I7 F TI1 19 92 9T &F 707 UAT T&
FLIT T T+ gia g1 asfxal &1 7%
TrAT AT AT | A 991 47 | sy H
faarg FT A &1 gar 41 7 @7 gAfaar
g gag gafaa 47 ga 977 T9 T+
WIGIH Fgd A0 4 49+ faaqre 2 qar
qr, 9 &1 fagar fagrg ow oY saaed
guear 9, f59aY v A SE A1
ur | 3% 9fwgen 7 fzeg fagar faang sifu-
fraw qra fwar war

TSt #9121 ¢ 7 gw fEaa faqi ywe
@ & f& qewr-faidt ¥ & oy

wwafa w@tem 37 97 w19 @ifgnar

Y g AR WA Afea qIEe
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YT AEY AT WY § 1 FHY A 9§ W AR
afgaren 9 A@IA UFA & TR T FAA
AN 7 V@R |

fagar 1 ersr sifasw @awr g7 §, G-
fra &1 sarar @aw g | ggifag o &
Q$ qqo qao---...

awmafa wgled : # qa facgd aers
A8l wY, ag agi AEl £ |

ST ZTIF FHIT TAVGIT : 4. 4. & TF QAo
U0 Uo & gHYL URo U0 To § WIAT FT
&, AYHTL qraf e

awrafq wgread . gqa57 T faw & Mg
qEIeY g g |

st g0 TAIT T : 59 fad g grary
FI1 72 & ¢ & fexat &7 gaom a7 OF 9T
FRWIE I

gwiafa wgEen: ag =9 faag & =13
gred A1 1@ar g |

7t gAT FRIT AAATT - THo o To
UHoTHFo To § TTET T &Y UF 14t F @
g0 | USEATT & 0F §AH 7 IXg, Alag a1
arasfaal £1 mat FT Y | F197 99 & fAQ
uF g1 F1fgm |

awrafa 78w 9 faq ¥ grafyg ag
&, ATT FAT Ieal 9T Aifaa |

St g0 FHIX AT A T @y
T @ 9, 9771 97 fad § geafeyq ar |

awiafq agtew : 37F W oy war qar
qT |

Y g HHIT WA : 371 feqfy ag B

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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fie afa & sNfad T@a gu &N &1 straze 4§
feeqr 7t & o< fagan g4 o) =3 IaH0
ASFTAT AT AIS(E &, a1 WY Sax1 fgear

AgT 8

gamafa AgEd : g | ATTHT AIGH TG

gl

Y T AT AR g9 AT €A1
AFT UK IR U &1 U & fag &1
FTAT g0 AT ga qrasa ¥ 5 o fagas
AT g1, Irg sreal @Al Fifgu |

16.54 hrs.
[MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER in the Chair]

s} stege TEiiE ®IAST (21ATY) : feed
e argd, a1 fafaezx 7 ot fae aw far
g, S9N FATAT AAT § \—

¢...the Law Commission in its 8lst Re-
port has recommended that the Hindu
Widows' Re-marriage Act, 1856, have-
ing become obsolete, should be repeal-
ed so as to foreclose any possible
arguments based on the construction
of the provisions of this Act and the
later Acts.”

TH NFAITA 9T FIRN TGS gaT
g 1 & wHwa F fawmfeor & o«
1856 & =it fgzrg fash qafesr waz &
o7, ag ATRIAIE & #IX a1 foiter far
ST |

# gummar g a8 UH @@ A1q A AL
AfFa oF ara § R fafqee qaEa @ o
FTET | SHH Hgl 47 §

“So as to foreclose any possible argu-
ments based on the construction of
the provisions of this Act and the

later Acts,”
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Iff agl gL R 1 B FAET a9 §
5y fgeg afvr o9z, 1955, ferg @wdma
UFe, 1956, farg mrzifeY e mifwawfos
¥4z, 1956 1T fgrg uzrarg G Afed=q
0§z, 1956 @afea & sraar argar g & s
afas U3z 1856 ¥ Fa1971 Iad mifaseq
JgT 9 HI9T A8 &, AL g ATHIAIE G
ST @ a1, T ag yifasea 57 UFeq A
HiSE g ar gast o, wreErEle  giar
=FifgT |

Y 17 O WFEAUT AT JUF § g Fg
W% g fa e fafaq @ gmar =ifge &
ag Fg1 AIgarg % o gew o fewee
TFNE ATE @A) §, aga |t ArgAfEs
g AT FEdzan F1ag fafaqga & g fF
SAFHT q1eae faar srar Frfgw | e #:rg
uET EAT faFaar @ ar gad 1 gauw
T8 g oafdT 70 qmy e g fe
argAfEts &1 Fifega § swe g var
geawr fwar st =anfegg ) @Y gwaEr
FILATE gL AT ag afsTw & 7o A8 I |
& ST QT2 4 FgAT AgAr R Uar e
@17 ¥ 989 59 gow H v ArgAfids §,
st fqsra qow g, ag 712 gfeaw gy, fxfes-
g7 g a1 fw fgegeil o gaaamal # @
ST aga § fewic TF2d &, gaw! wifpeq o
STFT UHT HTAT 7T THAT & |

il ard ag 2 fv 59 gow § F® R
IrsFE & fSAF] g FET AT-AFT HR
3H qQIAHE & HI1T 2 |

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : You can

continue next time,
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“..the Law Commission in
Report has recommended that the
Hindu Widows’ Re-marriage Act,
1856, having become obsoletz, should
be repealed so as to foreclose any
possible arguments based on the cons-
truction of the provisions of this Act
and the later Acts.”
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“So as to foreclose any possibla
arguments based on the construction
of the provisions of this Act and the
later Acts.”
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AUGUST 25, 1983

its 8lst

St. on Punjab 380

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER :
continue next time.

You can

16.59 hrs.

STATEMENT ON PUNJAB

THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS
(SHRI P.C. SETHI) : Sir, thc Hon’ble
Members are aware, Government have
repeatedly appealed to the leadership
of Shiromani Akali Dal to unequivo-
cally condemn violent activitics and
not to say or do anything which may
aggravate the situation. Ttisa matter of
concern that there have still been provoca-
tive and threatening speeches by a few
important agitation leaders. The Govern-
ment have been deeply distressed over
incidents of attacks on innocent people in
Punjab. As the endeavour of the Government
has been to resolve issues through negotia-
tions, the Shiromani Akali Dal leadership
should not permit such elements who make
rabid and provocative statements and even
indulge in violent activities to join them. It
is sad to note that many of these statements
also tend to vitiate the climate for
communal amity. It is all the more unfor-
tunate that some leaders are misusing the
premises associated with holy shrines which
are regarded as a symbol of love and
brotherhood. The Government have exerci-
sed restraint and have refrained from taking
action which may precipitate the situation.
However, the Government of Punjab has
been alerted and the Government is seized
of the matter,

17 hrs

The Government of Punjab have been
making efforts to apprehend the culprits.
The police and intelligence set up in the
State has been geared up. The State Govern-
ment has been advised to review and streng-
then police arrangements. Every citizen
in the country is entitled to protection and
our efforts are geared in this very direction.

I am sure, Hon’ble Members will join me
in appealing to the Shiromani Akali Dal to
prevail upon their associates that they
desist from doing anything which is not
conducive to peace and harmony in the
State.



