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and that is why I have struck a hope-
ful note in so far as some bilateral
matters are concerned but it remains
to be seen how quickly, and to what
extent we put these decisions into
action.

Then, Sir, I have reported only about
the talks which took place between Mr.
Agha Shahi and myself and Mr. Agha
Shahi and our Prime Minister. I had
no occasion te. bring in what a third
person said—whether it is a Congress-
man from America or leader from
Timbuktu. It is difficult to bring in
matters like that. Therefore, I have
confined my attention to the talks that
took place. So, I cannot say anything
and cemment on anything said else-
where as the hon’ble Member has said.
I only said what Mr. Agha Shahi told
me. That is what I have reported.
I have not gone into the whole ques-
tion of what we have to think about
what he said to us. That is entirely
a different matter, Sir. Then, about
the Simla spirit, I {eel that whatever
is possible to be decided amicably, to
be settled amicably, comes under
that Simla spirit, because, Simla
agreement is not specific only, but it
is also general—about the spirit which
is mentioned in the Agreement, ac-
cording to which, the relations bet-
ween the two countries have to be
normalised. This is of a very general
nature. And if on one or two issues
we cannct see eye to eye, we cannot
say that the Simla agreement has
brdken down on those issues. We

shall have to talk again and again;
that is the real spirit of the Simla
agreement. About my views on Mr.

Agha Shahi’'s comment, regarding a
big country like India’ I did not real-
ly consider it necessary to question
him on the peint because we cannot
do anything in respect of those fears.
If India is big, it is not possible for
India to oblige anybody by becoming
small. That is something which no-
body can help and therefore we have
to take it as a part cf life.

About the exchange of prisoners, as
I have mentioned in my answer to a
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question only yesterday, which did
not come up for oral answer, but
which is contained in the Written
Answers given, an AIDE MEMORIE
was presented to us just a couple of
days before Mr. Agha Shahi’s visit, in
which certain numbers 240 or 250 or
300 were given to us. I don't remem-
ber the exact flgure. we are examin-
ing this. In return for these prisoners,
an offer was made that we should ex-
change some prisoners, 150 or 160,
who are detained in our jails here.
This is a matter which will be looked
into. There is no need for us to
take long over this. I think it will
be sorted out as quickly as possible.

Regarding Afghanistan, as I have al-
ready sail, we expressed our opinion.
We tried to understand each other’s
opinicn and that is where the matter
rests.
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STATEMENT RE. LAUNCHING OF

SLV-3

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Hon, Prime
Minister wants to make a statement.

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI-
MATI INDIRA GANDHI): Sir, I
want to share some good news with
you and the hon. Members..

I have pleasure in informing the
House that the first successfu] launch
of the Indian Satellite Launch Vehicle
SLV.3 took place this morning at
8.03.45 hours from Sriharikety Range.
The Launch Vehicle placed a 35 kg.
India Satellite Rohinj RS-I in orbit
around the earth. The Satellite will
orbit the earth approximately once
every 90 minutes.
two orbits for the first time ‘tonight.
Thereafter every twelve hours two
more such orbits will be seen over
SHAR in regular periodicity.

The four-stage all solid-propellant
vehicle has been developed in India
by Indian scientists and Engineers.
The tota] development cost of the
SLV-3 Vehicle is about Rs. 20 crores
and the present experimental launch
has cost about Rs. 1 crore. The
Rohini satellite in orbit is intended
mainly to measure the performance
parameters of the Vehicle and is be-
ing tracked by our National Track-
ing network. Initial indicationg are

-

SHAR will see ~



