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east coast where the delicious prawn fiih are 
available. 

incidence was pointed out in 1981 by the 
National Institute of Nutrition and has 
been recently corroborated by independen 
studies by Indian Council of Medical Re-
search. According to these, blindne s among 
children ranged from 8.9% in Orissa to 
0.6% in Gujarat, in Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh, West Bengal and Tamil Nadu the 
percentage ranged from 1.1 % to 2.9%. In 
fact, in the International Yeard of Child, it 
wa ca1culated that 2.5 million children were 
in varying daerees threatened by Vitamin A 
deficiency blindness. 

(viii) Problems of opium growers. 
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(ix) Increasing cascs of blindness amongst 
children in the country 

SHRI ARJUN STEHI (Bhadrak) : Sir, 
the high incidence of blindness caused by 
Vitamin A deficiency and nlalnutrition 
amongst the children estimated to be 2,50,000 
in dev loping countrie of the world and of 
them about "30,000 are Indians. This high 

An ambitious Centra1 scheme for cover-
ing 125 million children at the cost of Rs. 18 
crores was announced in 1981. The Institute 
of Nutrition has developed an oral dose of 
Vitamin A to be administered every six 
months. 

However, this empha is on administering 
concentrated doses of Vitamin A can have 
only limited effect in the country where the 
majority of the most vulnerable have little 
access to cl inics. Workers at Primary Health 
Centres need also to be taught how to recog-
ni e the early symptoms of blindness due to 
deficicncy. Educative compaigns wiII be more 
effective in the long run. 

Therefore, I urge upon the Government 
to launch immed iate frontal attack on blind-
ness taking educative, preventive and curative 
steps to help control the increasing blindness 
amongst the children in the country. 

14.10 hrs. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS, 1983-84-Contd. 

MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION 
MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : We now 

go to next item. Discussion and Voting on 
the Demand for Grant under the control of 
the Mlni try of Irrigation. 

The House will now take up discussion 
and voting on Demand No. 67 relating to 
the Ministry of Irrigation for which 4 hours 
have been allotted. 

Hon. Members present in the House 
whose cut motions to the Demands for 
Grant have been circulated may, if they 
de ire to move their cut motIOns, send slips 
to tho table within 15 minutes indicating th~ 


