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namely, Talcher and Ib Vally, Talcher
#oal Field is under the administrative con-
trml of Central Coal Fields Ltd., Rinchi
and Ib Valley is under thg Wektirn Coal
fields, Magpur. The two coal fields pro-
duce around 3 million tonnes of non-cok-
ing coal annually, which accounts for the
2.7 per cent of the total production of
coal in the country. The reserves of coal
in Talcher and Ib Valley Cosl fields,
which together constitute the largest non-
coking coal fields in the country, haie been
eitimated to be of the order of 35,000
million tonnes. Unfortunatzly. due atten-
tion has not begn paid to development of
coal in Orista by {onl India Ltd., &nd its
two subzidiaries vir {.CL and W.L .L.

For cffective development of coal in
Orissa, it ix necessary Unat the twg coal
fidlds are brought under the administrative
control of a separate subsidiary company
of {'oal India Ltd, with its hewdquarters
at Bhubaneswar or Talcher or Brajraj
Magar as may be convenient, The large
quarriable re==rves of conl in Ib Valley
Coal Fields can sustain establishment of a
Yuper Thermal Power Stiition in the area
which can meet the growing nezds of
power in the industrial bealt of Orissa.

In vizw of this, 1 request the Hon.
“inister of Energy, Coal and Petroleum
to look into it and extend all possible help
for the development of coal in Orissa.

(iv) SETTING Ur oF NICKEL PROJECT
AT SUKINDA ORISSA).

*SHRI A. C. DAS (Jajpur): A suerious
dizzontentment hag arisén among the peo-
ple of Orissa dJue to the inordinate-delay
in setting yp of %ukinda Nickel Project.
Geological Survey of India discovered
huge depotits of nickel ore in the Sukinda
Valley in Cuttack district in 197, Sub-
sequently, a project for indigenous pro-
duction of nickely metal was conceived by
Government of India during 1971-72. But
it is regrettable that the proposal to set
vp the above plant has not been imple-
mented though more thin a decade has
pasted. India imports 'er entire require-
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ment af nickel and cobalt and thg annual
foreign exchange outgo is now more than
Rs. 301 crorex. The plant sanctiined by
{jovernment of 1India wai to hiive an
annugl capacity of 5,000 tonnes. For a
viable plunt, the minimum capacity should
nit be leis than 10,000 tonne# per annum,
which wouki bg adequate to meet the
annual requirements of thg country for
MiMe VEHrs to COME.

If the Nickel plant in zet up at Sukinda
the import bill of the Government will be
redu,ed to the tune of &everal Crores
cvery year. Bedides, fae above plant will
generate employment for some thibusands
of peopl:. An annual capacity of 5,000
tonnes wus envisaged on the basis of
availability of 15 million tonne# of mickel-
ore in Kansa sector in Sukinda Valley. As
additional mzasurgs  of the order of 14
million tonne: of nickel have smince been
found in %ukinda Valley, it should be
postikle to set up ' Nickel plant of mini-
mum 144 00f} tonnes annual capacity,

In view of this, I urge the Government
of India to take expeditimus steps in this
vonneition =0 that an important und gtrate-
gic project of this nature can be set up in
the State of firisa in national interit,

(v) NEED FoOnI ELECTRIFICATION OF
DURG-BHUSAVAL RAILWAY LINE oM
PRIORITY BASix
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*The Original Speech was delivered in Oriya.



