531 Matter Under

13.00 hrs,

MR, DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri
Bapusaheb Parulekar, He will be
followed by Shri Ramavatar Shastri.

(vii) NEED TO GIVE DIRECTION TO MO-
GHUL LINES FOR REPLACEMENT OF
OLD SHIPS OPERATING ON WEST
COAST OoF KONKAN MAHARASHTRA,

SHRI BAPUSAHEB PARULEKAR
(Ratnagiri): Under Rule 377 ] would
like to mention the following matter of
urgen{ public importance.

Since nationalisation of steamer ser-
vice since 1973 on the West Coast of
Konkan in Maharashtra, Moghul Lines
are operating two ships on this line.
Prior to the nationalisation Chowgule
Steamship Company was operating
three ships on this line and prior to
that, over a period of 75 years Bombay
Steam Navigation Company was operat-
ing more than four ships on this line.
This steamer service was popularly
known as Xonkan Service as the ships
operating on this line used to call at
many ports on the coast of Konkan bet-
ween Bombay and Panjiro. Ships of
Bombay Steam Navigation Company
used to call at 20 ports and Chowgule
Company used to call at ports and the
Moghul Lines ysed to call at 11 ports
regularly three ports once a week. This
Steamer Service was nationalised a8
Chowgule Steamships requested a fare
hike. But since the nationalisation
there is 100 per cent increase in the
fare and since 1977 Moghul Lines are
calling now at four ports between
Bombay and Paniim. The two ships
operated by Moghul Lines on this line
are old and have outlived the'r Hves.
Ships of Moghul Lines have ceased to
call the port of Ratnagiri which is the
d'strict place and where lakhs of rupees
have been spent for construction of an
all-weather port. There is no air se™
vice nor a railway lne in the district
of Ratnagirf and the road transport s
totally insufficient to cope with the
traffic.

1, therefore, request that the Govern-
ment should direct the Moghul Lines
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to replace the two qld ships by intro-
ducing new ships with low drawght
and further direct the company fo call
at all the ports which ghips of Chow-
gule Steamships used to call at go as to
meet the urgent need of the people, I
also request the Government to reduce
the fare and consider the feasibility of
the operation of Hydrofile and Hover-
craft service on this line.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER:  Shri
Ramavatar Shastri.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE (Raja-
pur): Who will follow?...No follower?

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: He will
be followed by the next item.

(viii) ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF FOODGRAINS
TO BIHAR FOR PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
SYSTEM,
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DEMANDS FOR GRANTS,
Contd.

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE—Contd.

1981-82—

and

MINISTRY OF RURAL RECONSTRUCTION—

2 [1RIYContd.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Mohanbhal
Patel. Will you please continue?
You were on your legs. You  have

Rural Reconstruction

already taken thirteen minutes, You
will have to conclude now.
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