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to all that he said and T do not pro-
pose to reply to him.

But as regards my good friends Sarva-
shri Shastri and Agarwal, [ must men-
tion that Shri Agarwal himself has an-
swered on my behalf that there is no
excise duty on salt. And I would like to
tell him and the other friends who have
spoken about the excise duty on salt that
today there is no excise duty levied on
salt. But one thing is that the Act

of 1944 carries the title—Central Ex-
ciscs and Salt. We are trying to re-
move that “Salt” from that title and

therefore, in future it will be Central

Excises only. But to do so there are

so many formalitics that are to be fol-

lowed.

(Interruptions)

SHRI PATTABHI RAMA RAO:
One minute, please. Please do not
disturb me.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: When-
ever any Minister or any Member is
replying or speaking, only if he yields,
then you speak. He isnot yielding,
so please do not disturb him.

SHRI PATTABHI RAMA RAO:
Actually the modalities are to be
followed because salt 1s mainly dealt
with by the Commerce Ministry. So,
when we are now processing the Bill
through, very shortly, there will be no
difficulty about it. We are amending
the name also.““Salt” will be omitted and
hereafter it will be called only “Central
Excises”. As regards the other point
of Mr. Agarwal, viz. that a comprehen-
sive Bill has to be brought, actually the
Bill is ready and it can be introduced
anytime. There is no difficulty about
1t.

The third point is about the Direc-
torate of Prosecution. It is a good
idea. Being myself a lawyer, I per-
sonally prefer that such a thing is
created. Anyway, T am not giving
any assurance. I am telling that I
appreciate the idea; but, then, we have
to examine it in depth and sec what
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best can be done in that direction—
regarding Directorate ol Prosecution.
It is a good idea. We will get it exa-
mined, and see what best can be done
to expedite these matters. Certainly
we will examine it, because we are
losing crores of rupees in stays.
Certainly we will examine.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Mr.
Datta wanted some dates.

SHRI PATTABHI RAMA RAO:
Mr. Datta wanted to know about the
date of appeal to Supreme Court—
special appeal.  We have gone in for
special leave. All that will take time.
We wanted to take care of that com-
pletely. So, we also went for the
Ordinance. An appeal in the Sup-
reme Court would not help us. (Inter-
ruption) It would not help us. Tt
1S only a question of delayving and
helping the traders. The traders’
writs are there and stay orders are
there. We will be losing heavily.
So, we had to issue an Ordinance and
save revenue.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The

question is:
“That the Bill be passed™.

The motion was adopted.

15.18 hrs.

STATUTORY RESOLUTION RE:
APPROVAL OF NOTIFICATION
UNDER ESSENTIAL SERVICES
MAINTENANCE (ASSAM) ACT

AND

SUPPLEMENTARY  DEMANDS
FOR GRANTS (ASSAM), 1982-83

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now
we go to the next item namely, Statu-
tory Resolution. We are taking up
items 12 and 13 together.



447 SR re-Apl.Nifn. ESM OCTOBER 18, 1982 (dssam) Act,

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF HOME AF-
FATRS (SHRI P. VENKATASUB-
BAIAH): Sir, 1 beg to move the follo-
wing Resolution:

“That in pursuance of sub-section (2)
of section 2 of the Essential Services
Maintenance (Assam) Act, 1980
(41 of 1980) as amended by the
Essential Services Maintenance Act,
1981 (40 of 1981) this House ap-
proves the issue of the Government
of Assam, Political (A) Department
notification No. PLA-906/82/125,
dated the 30th September, 1982
declaring the following_services to
be essential  services within the
State of Assam for the purposes of
the Essential Services Maintenance
(Assam) Act, 1980 (41 of 1980):

(1) Allservicesin any establishment
or shop dealing with the esscn-
tial commodities declared as
such by the Government of
India under the Essential Com-
modities Act, 1955 (Central
Act No. 10 of 1955) from time
to time and licensed under the
Assam Trade Articles (Licens-
ing and Control) Order, 1982,
dated 22nd June, 1982 and the
Assam High Speed Diesel Oil
(Distribution and  Control)
Order, 1981 and Assam Paddy
and Rice Procurement (Licens-
ing and Levy) Order, 1981.

(i1) All services in any establish-
ment or shops of appointed
dealers which include the whole-
saler and retailer dealing with
the essential commodities as
declared by the Government of
India under the Essential Com-
modities Act, 1955 from time to
time and licensed under the
Assam Public Distribution of
Articles Order, 1982.”

As the Hon. Members are aware,
the All Assam Students Union and the
All Assam Gana Sangram Parishad
have been launching a movement
throughout Brahmaputra Valley in
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Assam from the last part of the year
1979 on demand for detection and de-
portation of foreigners from Assam,
To fulfil their various demands they
have been giving frequent calls of
Assam Bandh/Non-cooperation/Black

Day/Demonstration and  Rallies/
Road and Rail Blockade/Janata
Curfew (people’s  curfew). These

programmes have not only been seri-
ously disrupting the functioning of the
Government offices but also dislocat-
ing the supply of essential commodi-
ties. In these circumstances the emp-
loyers and employees of retail and
wholesale business have per force to
close down their establishments which
resulted in adhocism and certain un-
scrupulous persons taking advantage
of the situation to create artificial
scarcity in the State, The movement
has still been continuing and the sup-
ply of essential commodities through
private trade continues to be disrupted
affecting the planning of the State
Government to supply essential com-
modities adversely. Hence, there is
need to ban strikes in the shops and
business establishments. The State
Government was of the opinion that
strikes in the aforesaid services con-
nected with shops, establishments, etc.,
dealing with essential commodities,
high speed diesel oil etc.,, would
prejudicially affect maintenance of sup-
plies and services necessary for the life
of the community, resulting in grave
hardship to the community. They,
therefore, declared these services as
essential services under sub-clause (v)
of clause (b) of sub-section (1) of
Section 2 of the Essential Services
Maintenance (Assam) Act, 1980 as
amended by the Essential Services
Maintenance Act, 1981. The State
Government also issued an order on
the 30th September, 1982 prohibiting
strikes in thc essential services so
notified. I commend that the Reso-
lution approving the issue of the noti-
fication by the Government of Assam
be passed by the House. Thunk You.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Reso-
lution moved :
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“That in pursuance of sub-section
(2) of Section 2 of the Essential
Services Maintenance (Assam) Act,
1980 (41 of 1980) as amended by the
Essential Services Maintenance Act,
1981 (40 of 1981) this House approv-
es the issue of the Government of
Assam, Political (A) Department
notification No. PLA-906/82/125,
dated the 30th September, 1982 de-
claring the following services to be
essential services within the State
of Assam for the purposes of the
Essential Services  Maintenance
(Assam) Act, 1980 (41 of 1980):

(i) Allservices in any establishment
or shop dealing with the essen-
tial commodities declared as
such by the Government of
India under the Essential Com-
modities Act, 1955 (Central
Act No. 10 of 1955) from time
to time and licensed under the
Assam Trade Articles (licens-
ing and Control) Order, 1982,
dated 22nd June, 1982 and the
Assam High Speed Diesel Oil
(Distribution and Control)
Order, 1981 and Assam Paddy
and Rice Procurement (Licens-
ing and Levy) Order, 1981.

(ii) All services in any establish-
ment or shops of appointed
dealers which include the
wholesaler and retailer dealing
with the essential commodities
as declared by the Government
of India under the Essential
Commodities Act, 1955 from
time to time and licensed under
the Assam Public Distribution
of Articles Order, 1982.”

We are also discussing Supple-
mentary Demands for Grants (Assam),
1982-83 along with this Resolution.

Motion moved :

“That the respective Supplementary
sums not exceeding the amounts on
Revenue Account and Capital Ac-
count shown in the third column of

the Order Paper be granted to the
President out of the Consolidated
Fund of the State of Assam to de-
fray the charges that will come in
course of payment during the year
ending the 31st day of March, 1983,
in respect of heads of demands en-
tered in the second column thereof—

Demand Nos._ 6, 16, 18, 21, 25, 26,
30, 37, 41, 55 61 and 65.”

SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS
FOR GRANTS (ASSAM) FOR
1982-83 SUBMITTED 10 THE
VOI1E OF THE LOK SABHA

Amount of Demand
for Grant submitted
to the vote of the

i c.of Name of
I ¢cmand Demand

House
1 2 3
Revenue Cepital
Rs. Rs.
6 Land Revenue 20,00,000 .
and Land Ceiling
16 District Adminis-  (,£0,000
tration
18 Police 1,42,00,000
21 Administrative 1,231,000
and Functional
Buildings
25 Guest Houses, 1,09,000
Government Hostels
elc.
26 Administrative 3,00,000
Training
30 State Lotteries and  5,00,000 -
Others
37 Residential 87,000
Buildings
41 Civil Supplies 1 4,060,000
55 Agriculture 9,00,000
61 Forests 35,00,000
65 Cottage Industries 5,82,000

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Prof.
Satyasadhan  Chakraborty. Hon.
Members, one hour has been allotted
for both the items. Therefore, I re-
quest the Members to be as short as
possible.
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SHRI SATYASADHAN CHA-
KRABORTY (Calcutta South): Mr.
Deputy-Speaker, Sir, I vehemently op-
pose this Statutory Resolution and [
oppose the enforcement of the Essen-
tial Services Maintenance Act in
Assam.

When this was discussed in this
House the whole Opposition made it
amplycclear to the Government that
in cir umstances like this the ordi-
nary l~ws of the country were enough
to deal with the miscreants and no
such extraordinary law was necessary
to deal with such persons. We also
cmphasised that any law which denies
the Fundamental Rights of an Indian
citizen is undemocratic and basically
authoritarian.. It goes against the
very spirit of our Constitution. Un-
fortunately, though the situation in
Assam is extraordinarily bad, I do not
find any reason why the Government
cannot rely on the ordinary laws of
the land which are sufficient to deal
with it.

It is most unfortunate that for the
last three years in Assam the situation
is such as that the ordinary people of
Assam feel a sense of insecurity and
also, the agitators who have links with
some outside powers or outside agen-
cies have often been successful in creat-
ing conditions where all minorities—
religious, linguistic ethnic and cultu-
ral—are in a very insecure position.
The agitators are challenging the
right of thc Ccntral Government as
to the determination of citizenship.
They have taken upon themselves the
right to detect the people, who are
living in that part of India, as foreig-
ners. Not only have they taken
upon themselves this right, but they
are trying to implement it. It is the
responsibility of the. Central Govt.
to deal with the matter of citizenship.
But when a group of people mas-
querading as the friends of the As-
samese people for the protection of
their cultural identity are doing this,
unfortunately, T find that we have in
our country some people, who sym-

pathise with them. I find a Central
Government which is incapable of
dealing with this type of thing firmly.
In the last three years, almost a
parallel Government has been run-
ning in Assam. The whole State
machinery is now with the agitators.
Because of this weak policy of the
Central Government, they were bold
enough to impose janata curfew.
On 15th of August, when our party
people were fighting for the unity and
integrity of the country, they were
attacked and some of them were
killed.

I would ask this Government one
fundamental question. The Preamble
of our Constitution says that it is the
duty of the Indian citizens to promote
fraternity. This idea or slogan was
raised during the French revolution—
liberty, equality and fraternity. The
Preamble of our Constitution talks
of fraternity, particularly because in
our country, we have communal forces,
casteist forces, disruptive forces and
secessionist forces. In Assam when
a group of people, taking advantage
of ignorance of a section of the people,
have created this condition, unfortu-
nately, the Central Government is not
dealing with the situation firmly.

I would like to draw your attention
to what is happening in our country.
In Kashmir, they have passed a Re-
settlement Bill. They want to invite
people from Pakistan to come and
stay here. They are determining who
will be the citizens of India and who
will not. In Assam, a group of people
are determining who will remain in
India and who will not remain in India.
Is it not a challenge to our unity,
integrity and fraternity ? I think, it
is. And the Central Government
should deal with this question. On
all other questions we may have differ-
ences, but on the question of
security integrity and unity of the
State and of its people, there should
be no concession, vacillation and
slackness of any kind. Today we have
found in our country that this basic
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idea of the unity of the Indian people
is challenged.

For all practical purposes, Assam is
a multi-lingual State. The majority
dominant linguistic group is trying to
oust the minority linguistic group and
also other cultural, ethnic and
religious groups. How long will you
tolerate it ? You have tolerated it
for three years.

I know in this House, and also out-
side, there are people, who, because of
the magnitute of the movement in
Assam, believe that there must be some
substance in the demand of the agi-
tators. I will not take much of the
precious time of this House, but T will
refer to one thing. I am quoting a
press-note issued by the Government
of Assam in 1980, which appeared in
an Assam newspaper, the Assam
Tribune of 3rd March:

“So far as the members of the
minority community of erstwhile
East Pakistan, who have migrated
into Assam before, 1971 are concern-
ed, there are already policy deci-
sions, laid down right up to 1969,
to register them as Indian citizens,
provided they fulfil the conditions
laid down in rule 9 of the Citizen-
ship Rules. These refugees have
been accepted for all practical pur-
poses as citizens.”

This is the declaration by the Assam
Government in the year 1980, that these
people, the refugees from East Pakis-
tan, have been accepted as the citizens
of India, for all practical purposes.

15.30 hrs.

[SHR1 SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE in the
Chair)

What was the assurance given by
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru ? He said:

“There is no doubt, of course, that
those displaced persons, who have
come to settle in India, are bound

-

to have their citizenship. If the law
is inadequate in this respect, the law
should be changed.”

It is clear that the refugees, who
have come from East Pakistan, have
been accepted as the citizens of India.
There is also the policy declaration
by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, there is
the Government’s statement in the
Assam Tribune, published on 3rd
March 1980. What is the substance
of the agitators ? They are now try-
ing to declare them as foreigners and
drive them out from India.

I would again refer to a Lok Sabha
question, answered on the 10th August
1972, the heading of which is: Bangla-
desh Refugees in Eastern States. The
Question No. is 1606, which reads:

“Will the Minister of Labour and
Rehabilitation be pleased to state:

(a) whether there are still a large
number of Bangladesh refugees
in Assam, Meghalaya and
Tripura ;

(b) if so, the number of such re-
fugees State-wise ; and

(c) the steps taken to send them to
Bangladesh.”

The answer by the Minister of Lab-
our and Rehabilitation, Shri R.K.
Khadilkar, reads:

“(a) No, Sir. All camp refugees in

the States of Assam, Meghalaya and

Tripura have been repatriated to

Bangladesh.” -
This is a reply given in the year
1972.

“As regards the non-camp refugees,
that is, those who were staying with
their friends and relatives, most of
them have also returned to Bangla-
desh of their own. Isolated cases,
as and when detected, are dealt with
by the State Government, in accor-
dance with the provisions of the
Foreigners Act, 1946.”
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[Shri Satyasadhan Chakraborty]

So, in 1972, it was the Government
of India’s case that the Bangladesh
refugees, who were staying in the
camps, had gone back, the people who
came from Bangladesh and are staying
with friends had left, if there are iso-
lated cases, the Government were de-
tecting and sending them back. Then,
what is the substance when the agita-
tionists raised their slogan that thcre
are lakhs and lakhs of foreigners ?
Who are those persons ? They are
the citizens of India ; they are the
refugees from East Pakistan who have
been accepted in our country as citi-
zens of India with all the rights and
privileges to remain in India.

Sir, it is most unfortunate that these
things are happening in our country.
Whatis the solution ? How to solve
it 7 At the very outset, the ruling
party should have taken the course
of mobilising the people of Assam.
I do not believe that the majority of
the people of Assam support the
demands of the agitationists. This is
a movement which has been primarily
engineered by the bureaucrats, the
police, the civil servants and the entire
Governmental machinery has been
utilised to strengthen this movement.
I firmly believe that in Assam there are
millions of right thinking people, de-
mocratic people, who are able to take
the initiative. If not only the Leftist
forces, but also the Ruling Party, the
Congress (I), take the initiative of
mobilising the people of Assam to
fight against the disruptive forces who
have links with some outside agencies, -
the problem could have been tackled.
But instead of doing this, the Central
Government has been talking and talk-
ing and talking, and even ideas are
floated that when this was agreed with
the Opposition Parties that the cut-
to off year will be 1971, it may be 1965

or somewhere nearabout appease
the agitationists. This isa danger-
ous move I would say, dangerous

because, what will be the repercus-
sion ? If today the agitationists are
successful in driving out at least a part
of the Indian citizens from Assam,

what will be the repercussion else-
where in India ? Can you imagine it?
Will our unity and will our fraternity
remain ? Will the Indian nation
remain ? My Party firmly believes
in the unity of the nation, but we also
believe that India is a multinational
State and there should be greater and
greater autonomy to the States, that
democratic aspirations of the people
should be encouraged. But while
supporting the autonomy of the States
we also believe that so far as the
Central subjects are concerned, the
Central Government should be strong
and there must be a very united, strong
nation where the States will also have
full autonomy, a large measure of
autonomy. Then what is the way out?
I believe, and I firmly believe, that
there must be elections in Assam.
People must be allowed to speak,
people must express™ their mind. But
before holding elections, congenial
conditions should be created so that
people can go and vote freely. That
is the primary condition. Democracy
becomes a mockery and democracy
degenerates itself into moh rule when
the State machinery fails to give pro-
tection to the people who go to cast
their vote. In Assam the situation is
such that the agitators are threatening
by saying that ‘if you hold elections,
we will create chaos and see that
no election can take place’. Elec-
tion must take place. This House is
going without the representation of
Assam for three years. Do you
propose that the Assam Assembly will
go without any representatives ? For
how long ? If there is lawlessness,
this must be firmly dealt with. If
the Assam Administration sides with
the agitators, the Central Govern-
ment should deal firmly with those
persons who may be siding with the
Assam agitators. What will this
movement turn to ? A section of
people will hold the whole State and
the whole country to ransom. They
will not allow the democratic process
to operate in Assam. We cannot
tolerate this situation. We cannot
allow them to have their way. So,

before holding the election, I would
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urge upon you to create conditions
so that all the people of Assam, all the
voters, can express their opinion.
They can choose their representatives.
If there is any attempt at terrorisation,
the Central Government should see
to it that it is stopped. This is the
primary condition. Before holding
the election, it is the responsibility
of the Central Government because in
Assam we have now the President’s
rule. The responsibility of law and
order is your responsibility. The
responsibility of restoring S"“CUI‘lty In
the minds of the people of Assam is
your responsibility. I do not know
what is your aim. If the be-all and
end-all of all your efforts is only to
see that your party is installed in
power, I think, you will be doing a
dis-service to the nation and you will
be instrumental in destruction of the
unity of the nation. You should stand
on some firm principles and so far as
these basic questions are concerned,
there should be no compromise. I
would like to draw your attention that
it should be the duty of all democra-
tic minded people, it should be the duty
of all the persons who have the unity
and integrity at the very core of their
heart at least to fight the disruptive
forces. I have told you and I have
drawn your attention to what is
happening in Kashmir regarding the
Re-settlement Bill ; what is happen-
ing in Punjab and what is happening
in some other parts of our country.
This is the time we should take note
of all these things. This is the time
when you should act, Any vacilla-
tion, any compromise on the basic
principles is surely, in the long run,
contrary to the basic interest of our
country. That is why I demand that
the Central Government should hold
elections in Assam. The Central
Government should create conditions
so that people can go and vote—parti-
cularly the people of linguistic, reli-
gious, ethnic and cultural minority
groups. They should feel secure.
They may go to the polling booth to
cast their vote without any danger of
being terrorised or compelled to move
in a particular direction. So, 1 would
once again urge this upon the Central

Government, urge upon the ruling
party. My party in Assam is fighting
the secessionists, the disruptive forces
and many of our comrades have been
killed. T would like to draw your
attention that this eviction has been
going on in Assam. The agitationists
have started implementing their pro-
grammes of victimising the people
from Assam. What is happening
when Assam is under the President’s
Rule ? Mr. Minister, I would draw
your pointed attention that appreciat-
ing the gravity of the situation and the
danger of leaving matters to blatantly
partial sections of the State Govern-
ment machinery for decisions, the
then Governor and his Advisers de-
cided that no eviction would be carried
out by the district sub-divisional au-
thorities without the prior permission
from the State Government. The
Government policy in the matter was
communicated to all DCs, SDOs
and Settlement Officers through
Government Circular No. RSS 550/
76/PT/113-5, dated Apnil 3, 1980.
The same policy remained in force
during the first Congress-1 Ministry
headed by Mrs. Anwara Taimur.
But the stipulation about the prior
permission from the Government for
eviction by the district sub-divisional
authorities was, however, withdrawn
during the President’s Rule on Nov.,
22, 1981, through Circular No. RSS-
707/79/PT-11/25 giving a free hand to
officers at lower levels. So, at lower
levels, the officers have started
evicting the Indian citizens and more
than 9,000 families, mostly backward,
scheduled castes and all that have
been evicted. What are you doing
about it ? Why have you withdrawn
the previous circular 7 Why have
you given a free hand to the officers
at the lower levels ? Is it because
you are to have some unholy compro-
mise ? Is it because you want to
wean away a part of the agitationists
so that you can form the Government
there ? Otherwise, what is the reason
for withdrawing your previous circular
and giving a free hand to the officers
at lower levels who are in collusion
with the agitationists ?
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[Shri Satyasadhan Chakraborty]

Sir, I would urge upon the Govern-
ment to stop this eviction so that the
minority communities there can live
in security. Sir, I would request the
House to realise as to what is hap-
pening to these families who have
been evicted? Where will they go ?
Will they go to Bangladesh, because
they are the citizens of India ?
Where will these people go ? You
have to take a decision. You have
to stop this eviction right now. You
should create a condition whereby
elections can take place.

SHRI MANI RAM BAGRI
(Hissar) :  Mr. Chairman, on a
point of information.

§ #gdl uIFEr mar 9T Q1 &g ¥
SFTT AT I & TY5T ) 2@ & faAg,
FifE Tiwc giga NAaTcE | Far A9
qar 1& fe ga1 weas  gHIfaT T8
q1g % ag A § g g, ay
FqT qEAIF § ! HIfGY TFC 39
gISH &T I glar g | IgFT 7
#1 gfaar g3 &1 v =wifgy, Frar-
FET AT |

MR. CHAIRMAN : Mr. Bagri,
let us all hope that he will be better
soon and he will be able to join
us.

ot A TH FIE
&1 agrar [rfgg g1 7 ?

afeq grse

MR. CHAIRMAN : He is just,
simply indisposed, I am told. 71 here-
fore, let us all hope that he will be
all nght.

SHRI RAMAYATAR SHASTRI:
In the morning, it was told, he was
ill.

ot freendt arw =mra (Aaaner) ¢
wnafa agiza, aE@g g 70 ¥ N
VA Wegmw w@r g, & gum

T 3T § ) w|re § fag gwT at
T ieqfaat § S8 @l 1 gEeIs
aEge &1 faaw Fxar fAara a&-
§4F @ | UAT T% SAAEGT A FI TS a1
agi qT gITq WX SATEr FEqT gi |
wafar  ogfags  «fafas a=ea
(zmara) uae, 1980 &Y & FW g,
1 grawfas fFawa &1 9T §, d9
AT, @ FT gIgra, gaTs, TIHT
g1 wifs, ag =T SF THIT A
gew & i) ¥ faafta =8 g a
A& gag  Jgr fmaar 0 AR
Frgfaee WgAl A 9y 9T g9 Weg-
oq #Y, afrzasg 1% ogfaaw afafas
uwe & faag fHar g =T 73 &a1
fs woay faar s fHQ g1 oeg wrgal
F wfte & ag fwar a7 gFar )
afra 3 5@ gra &1 9 qIwy f@
oI qgf 9T A AT g, IAA HAY
g6 &9 &1 an] 7 fwar s1w A7 agf
q¥ fqaz@ sugedr agl [ qEHr o
grgla  gga whedrd wrw ugfage
afadst fasr &1 faQy fear g1 gafey
oq wa W F9 g gaar W fear
1Y, g HAT & graeg d g7 fwar
g+ ST & grard #§, g IAHT °iT
¥ 5qFT fadg AT ArrHEy g1 Sar
g | I HIAT & gaw faar §
WA ® Wiy g gaH faqg faan
T |

MHET TET ¥ g7 9T WY 73
qId S& W wG § 1 WG FT AGHT
fee awg & gawrgr sy, IaF ¥y
# Yrgd TEITE Y F1T H1— 3 AR
¥ 3| w=y g fag § &faq =@
fast ) R@d & AT feamm qeas @
T ORI T ggeT a9 §@ &%)
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g9 Jafs wgw § AF g a7 "
ggard & widt § a7 fraaw @
gaafas faqum sagear qar 97
®rgat 1 @ fear 17 —ag Ia
NHFT grga A 73 aqrg 1 I A
q1q &g fF =gf 97 IAF  FAF AN
F1 e fhar 97 W@r g, #weaw fwar
AT @1 ¢ | T ;T wgAY 9T & fqg
gl %g W ¢ f* weamw fwar w1 w@r
8 a7 arq aqry f5 odfgad afads
®1 fFa azg & Fweq foar ST gwar
¢ ! vafau g9 &gT &1 a7 wERgHAr
g arfe agi 9 wigeas Fegul &1
faazar agy gF & fawar s aF |
™Y A N s fawmy § oggw
afafxes a¥x #E I F @ §
fqas sfxo g sv efaq@s w1 Aeq
fegr o7 a% 1 gafao & sgar =rgar
g f5 @ faQa T 291 oF arg &
AT ggaIm &IAT g g § 1 uH!
g7 T AeAY HZIET T 9T AT &=Y-
e {AegmA w1w § ag wz & fog
g1 ATaRTF g wWifs gad afeed
qIT TF HASAF AT qgAId H
w3z fRarmy 1 agr 9T S & 91T
geard gt § A% IAY fgawq
sgaEqr W I g qrdr § W A
T CF I1g ¥ gEN qAg T6 AT
W gFA g qaT§ | 9T §1F gFy
g & faar graggs aegel F Swar
feg g#1X & sgar aT-araq &7

aFar g ?

9Igl aIF AT gaq F7 agar= feaqfq
YT IgFY A FW T graey &, IF
TR ¥ ¥ gfas =gar amazgs g
Fawar Faifs gd g GIHIT W
saer gfreer aidt 97 g wqar &

g qur gwta § fF 3 ogq # guear
W A FIAY, FIAVT FY AT WY g
FUN, B GATT F1 FHEGT 3 g T.34Y )
9T gEE QU atwe & afe o
WY gET gRIR qrAw § A1 S fam gar
A o fFar T @, wed graew §
A f&g wgar Tigar g & z@ w9
%I foawa graRgsar g A gaar &

q gRGT FIAT § |

%Y @todto fag (Tg): wwiafa &,
TEHIA A I19: qedw gF H §gq &
q99 ¥ F9q g § ) g ara o gAY
w4 §% o<k fwar § f& wagqg d o
qrd gafy § g 9w I@r e,
gasT Wit I%F g T@) fAwa
qraT § | €97 fana 1 q@At § 3 75
19T g Y § Wi gwad: @ fzan
¥ g gq fasa a1 gafa ¥ g€ 2
T g8 ga¥ ¥ 6-7 FFFI¢H| araf
gla o @Y1 gA AR uEr IEAIE
F4 fm &1 7 F1E ga4 IIHT WA
famerar |

qATAaY, 9§ WFEIAA AT gGH FT
sarfa & fag arer & argw wgr &, 99N
qGH g3 W 2w A &R griF
I3TE § | 9 wiEEla d HAq-Hqq
T @ &R & J9 aE § A
e qar wlearga &Y § A’
1300 F30g To FI JFETA FUT & |
garR AT ¥ A FAI-FUT 35 AT
&I ®T JFATT IIAT & | TGN UST
F1 ol fi@=g 1 A5T FRa-Fq7 50
AT Fo FT IHAA TAT F | TaS
afafcs off € ¥z waw F == @
g, 377 fawra gur g foud s &
gfe g€ § 1 SaF qu FW F  «foard
gt | gEifew ag aga wrazaw & fE
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agqg  ® qiffa-saaeqr 1A gl
grarey feafy ogq & 9 g1 TN
FIA AT 987 IHT WA F TS W
& waf g€ o7 | 99 T H N 0w
T &7 4 f& 1965 &) #1941 I9 A
faar 17 1 Iq G99 "W & T
sff gdfo dlo fgg ¥ ) IIF WA
1965 &1 MTUIT 99 [AFT HIT F
fazfaal #1 guzar &1 @IS AT
FIfgm | FAFF gredFas I 1961 1
ay "1 § WX T 1971 1 g
gail &1 a1q § fF aeF ¥ 1965 a9
7 HIYTT ATAFT ¥9F7 qgafa sT
g faet 7 fodt 9F TAET hEAT
gt wrar Frfgw

ter aqarfas ufqargar § 5 waw
# 18 wid a® 9719 gl @9 «AIgg
gafay ag W mams g f& g9 &
gz azi &1 feafa grara g1 s 1T
ga amm qifsg @ g9 WM E | 39
939 ¥ & mgraAig AN st § A @
W1AAT gl g | F4itw 18 " &
917 g1 WA =ifgd at gar @ and
F1 T 7 ag FX faar g f& 18
AI9 A% I FA I | afz 18 A4
g% gTa =g} gu a1 afFara F garaw
#1 HIEZAFAT 93 STQAT | ZE AN
ag, war fF g% gamr faqar g s
FIHRIT 78 A 19 Wrg 5 agi 9
979 g1 9%q g, faq @41 § agf
SATT FUT T HIX JgF gArqg "Gl
g1 @FT £, U AT § A=A Frfqq
AEY g1 @ AT @war g avar g, al
agr & gAE gis kg &g | 3@ AR A
# mraa 1 gfezud UEETE ® CF @A
FT gATAT AT FA1ZAT § -

“Elections to the Assam Assem-
bly in March next ycar are a near
centainty now even though the
Certre has not taken a final decision.
After completion of initial exercises,
the State administration Seems con-
fident of holding elections in a
majority of the constituencies even
if the agitators oppose them.”

16.00 hrs.

3 qg F1 A-ar7 feafgar & &Y
fegam Farag d £ | wEm @
AT AT ST gAFT  EqOAHIQ
FI |

q17a9%, gt aF g99 & wHiig®
fagia ®1 we7 &, ag waga fEar srar
g fFga 2w &1 & IAC-QET &
g, 3% AArfas  fawrg av ;M agd
wfaw e 4l faar mar 1 sH awg §
qgi & AT AT & | gH Nl A
¢ fa foer <t &=x & fasm & fau
faga &t gfa &7 g€t arazgFar g1
¢ Fif® faselt 97 @ga & wgra-uwy
X /T wife @ 5 wrarfa 9
& | afFT ga 2@d & fv wigi o= faza
F A1qfa FT 98T § WaA H agg ¥4
g @13 30 Ad, 1982 &t @iw
qYT & UF SATEIS 34399 o 5984
% S W @g  Fqrar a4t a1 fw fFa-
fog wsg ¥ fFar-faad  wfaga afEi
#1 fagdsw gar g, IT U H
IAT q Jg Tar 97 g & I & Ia-
qef &1 § g &, 9% TiEl ¥ |y
Fu faz fiFaw gur

ggu ¥ 26.9 wfgwa, afagw #
17.1 wfazra, Aag & 16.7 stawa,
fafesa o 15.5, fagzr # 21.8 gfawa
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waY 1 fae AtwTm gAr & 1 T TS
& sarar fagix & 33 wfqaa, godie &
38 yfama st DT & s 40
gfazma aii &1 fagdlaw gar 8 |
§7 ITT-gqAT &=y ¥ @Y srrg saver
fag ftswm gor § afsa g7 a=Ai &
T H 93T FH GAT | |

# 3@ graey ¥ ag g1 agr (@
gy ¥ gAR 919 F16 wEfas qraa
godg A ¥ wgw § gaqy A9
frwadt & f& go 9% @ g g
d HET FT FATHT FT FFI @ |
afea 9@ @ 1 g7 QU IIAT ALY
FT QI | FZT I 2T & Sy gafaafes
A9 g § S fF aa F arg fawadt
g, 3ad ¥ T 9T FUT 4T AL
qg GIAAT A2 F1 WY § | W W
39T A8 FT ar @ & | 3.3 fafama
sgfas Wz uAfadfes Agew =
ufg fea agi fasady g faasr oF-
fagrs @ gw ITT % 7@ &, SAFT gH
FEAWIT AL & 97 XF § |

TE®] FEIATH T FIA FT & HTWT
2 foF Fro%eq IIIF FR@EA FT A9
THIE & NI 1 ¥ faqra gt @r )
ga wiaw gfem fafmes grn s=rax
gfaca & wika 13 & aga fasea @
@ & | fgrzearT wizarset aRaw
F1 S ATAT IAAYH FUE T °Y, ITHT
Wt ITAIT ag AT FI AT IQ & | wAH
U faga qfg ®1 &Y 7T IIAH
FUL TS 9%, IaFT A ITYNT AgY &Y
WI_g 1 & Fwgar =g fs &4 st
THY grgrag qATAl ¥ qra=id #3
F oY agr vet fegfa gwea g ot §,
ITF) BF FT &Y Ffarw FT 0 Agr

q¥ &Y A @ g1 g W@ Y, IHH
wax g genr fr ang A eed
T ¥ gad & ) w1 afed qR T

F T &Y AT AT |

oq o & gg FgAT AEM fw agi
oY fig &1 ATAAT €, IFH AT agl
¥ wftf 3 o ag % §, fSan
¥ HIT FIAT TIGMT—

“Even more than the Bongaigaon
polyester fibre, this gas is capable
of changing the face of Assam. But
while the Government is not interest-
ed, the private entrepreneurs are not
exactly encouraged by the transport
and logistics problems.”

ggaga ast ara AT FWARE
ganr a7 egrw fear srAr Wnfgw
qfaga geatfe 1 o1 gueary §, g0
axs s faar SmAr 9rfge, gewT-
&qaY qaq fagr sar anfgg 1 -
T |E, qq ¥ e gE get g
a7 ¥ gg wgae fearsr wafs
gIF SIS ST & &T Tq1q FT
W@ | g7 qIq @1 § FEAT A87T §
ag a&r § fa fedr 7 find atg & a8
AFZAT FT AIAAT FATT F qgH gA
&Y A =fge W< ararg feafq dar
#r @AY =rfgg, foad &gl gTa @t
& |

g # # gg FgAT 9@garg fw
AT F F1T WH FEFE & €1 TAT §
fe gara & agar g ) A 967X
FT JAAT T & | AT FAFGT 1
gredig g ® TR F @ Wi |
san1 ot Ifam Aiv &, 9% f@= &
g g AfF7 g S gra oA
qaq gfg agl & o =nfgg oy fae ¥
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9 w#IaT F1—A high level meeting
held at Dispur on 9-10-82 reviewed
the situation. The meeting decided
to revise the wages of the Govern-
ment employees.

ar ag gergwrT & fszwr & vEws
T foar sAr =rfge, s2ifs gamT &
FIT A% Fedz § fgars g

SHRI RAVINDRA VARMA
(Bombay North) : We have before
us a statutory resolution moved by
my Hon. friend, Shri Venkatasub-
baiah and supplementary demands
for grants.

It is a strange irony of fate that
resolutions and supplementary de-
mands and the budget relating to
Assam get clubbed together and get
clubbed out of the House in an
hour or two. It is very sad that
we have to discuss the problems of
a State which has been in turmoil
for the last 3 vyears within the
time frame that we have before us.
It is a pity that for the last 3 years
there has been no popular govern-
ment for most of the time in Assam.
There could bc  no popular govern-
ment and now there is no Assem-
bly because of an unfortunate situ-
ation. I do not want to go into
the question of how the Assembly
got dissolved. That has been dis-
cussed in this House before. But
it is clear that wunless there is a
popular government in the State,
the problems of the State, the bur-
ning problems of the State will re-
main unattended to. I am in
agreement with my Hon. friend from
Calcutta South when he says that
these problems cannot be tackled
unless there is a popular govern-
ment, and there cannot be a popu-
lar government unless there are
elections. I entirely agree with him
when he says that elections area
must. Elections must take place.
But, Sir, elections canY{take place
only on the basis of electoral rolls
that exclude those who are not

entitled to vote. The first step in any
election is to ensure the purity of
the electoral rolls. Therefore, it is
necessary to ensure that while the
electoral rolls are revised and
finalised as the first step for an elec-
tion, we ensure that no one who
has the right to vote is baulked of
his right to vote, and no one Wwho
has no rignt to vote, no one who
1s not a citizen of this country 1s
cnabled to infiltrate and retain his
name on the voters’ lict. 1hese are
two sides of the coin which, together,
constitute the first requisite for en-
suring free and fair elections. Sir,
there is the question of the notifica-
tions under the Essential Commo-
dities Act. Then there is the noti-
fication under the ESMA. On
earlier occasions I have referred to
this Act as the hlackest Act on the
Indian statute book. I shall not take
the time of the House to go into the
merits of the notifications under the
Act, or the draconian nature of the
act, an act, about which any Go-
vernment which believes in demo-
cracy should be ashamed.

But, Sir, these notifications have
been made by the Government under
the Essential Services Maintenance
Act and the Essential Commodities
Act—to meet a certain situation.
That is, a grave situation, in which
normal life has come to a standstill
in the State. I agree with my Hon.
friend, Mr. Venkatasubbaiah that
it is the duty of the State to ensure
the supply of essential commodities.
But, I wish to ask him whether his
experience enables him to claim in
good conscience before this House
that this law is enough to ensure
this objective? There are enough
laws in the statute book. You have
made declarations in the past. You
have promulgated Section 144. You
have created conditions in which
there has been a virtual curfew in
Assam—not a Janata curfew, but,
Government curfew —and, virtually,
there has been rule by the C.R.P.
I do not say for the C.R.P.—but
you could not restorg normalcy. It
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1s, therefore, clear that when con-
fronted with a movement of such
a magnitude which involves the
loyalties and emotions of the people,
which has proved again and again,
in spite of the detractors, that it
enjoyed the support of the people, it
is necessary to rely on things other
than statutes, rely on things other
than big batons. A solution must
be found for the political problem
that has precipitated the present
situation. You have to tackle the
problem at its source.

Now, unfortunately, my Hon. friend
from Calcutta (South) referred to the
movement as a movement which
has links with foreigne:s or 1is
under foreign influence, and he
went to the extent of saying that
the leaders of the movement want
to claim for themselves or to arro-
gate to themselves the right to
decide who will be the citizens of
India and who will not be, and
to go on further to implement
that decision on their own. I have
the highest respect for my Hon.
friend from Calcutta (South) and
my Hon. friend from Jadhavpur.
I do not want to import into the
discussion any emotion or polemics.
I know that he is a wellinformed
man, a very wellintentioned man.
Therefore, I am afraid that in a
certain way, what he said was any
symptomatic of the ignorance that
prevails about the real objec-
tives of the movement and the real
attitude of those who are leading the
movement,

Here 1 must rcfer to the recent
rounds of tripartite talks and the
informal discussions that took place
between the leaders of the move-
ment and the Government. These
have created high hopes, and, for
the first time, many who were scepti-
cal have begun to feel that a solution
may emerge through negotiations.
It is true that no agreement has
been 1mprisoned in parchment.
Nothing has been brought to a
stage where one can say that a

document can be typed out, sealed,
signed and delivered. In fact, both
sides have repeatedly made it clear
that whatever agreement has cmcrged
is conditional on agreement being
rcached on all outstanding points
and all issues related to the pro-
blem. So,I do not want to give
any impression to the House that
anyone has given any unconditional
agreement. Even so, as one _who
has been privileged to participate
in the tripartite talks and also in the
informal discussions and, as one,
who has watched, listened and, to
some extent, contributed In some
measure to the interaction of views
and the evolution of areas of agree-
ment, I feel that what has been
achieved is a distinct progress
towards an agreement, that warrants
optimism and further efforts on the
same lines.

Sir, in the face of the doubts
expressed by my Hon. friend from
Calcutta (South), I feel it is my
duty to let the llouse know the
amount of agreement that has been
discovered. 1 am sure this will
lead to the lifting of the fog of
suspician that seems to linger in the
minds of some people. Of course,
You and I know that there is plenty
of fog in the North-east,

In the course of the discussions it
became clear that the movement did
not conlemplate a process in which
every resident of the State would be
subjected to scrutiny asin a census
operation; that the goals of detection,
delction of names from the electoral
rolls, dispersal and deportation of
foreigners can be tackled in phases;
that there would be noinsistence on
tackling them all together ; that
detection and deletion could be
delinked from dispersal and depor-
tation—which may take more time
and lead to problems involving
humanitarian considerations—; that
first priority would be given
to the task of ensuring that the
electroral rolls do not contain the
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names of foreigners; that this would
enable the Government to ensure
that the constitutional obligation to
hold elections before March 1983 is
fulfilled, that the work of delection
and deletion of names will, therefore,
get immediate priority and will be
achieved by (1) adopting the electo-
ral rolls of 1977 as a notional list or
base ; (2) permitting any citizen or
group of citizens to complain against
th= retention of inclusion of a name
on the list; and (3) ensuring that the
Government on its part fulfilled the
responsibility vested in it by the
Foreigner’s Act to take vigorous,
effective and fool proof steps to spot
and identify infiltrants, particularly
in areas exposed to endemic infiltra-
tion —-where infiltrants have entren-
ched themselves in terrain that makes
it difficult for citizens to detect or
expose them—

Now, here I want to draw the
attention of my Hon. friend from
Calcutta (South); that names cannot
be removed or barred from inclusion
in the list, arbitrarily, merely on
suspicion or onthe basis of allega-
tions; that there would must be a
judicial authority/quasi-judicial au-
thority or Tribunal which would
scrutinise complaints and give its
verdict, that the 1 ribunal or authority
would be clothed with full legal
powers; that the number of such
Tribunals should be adequate to
expedite the work of scrutiny, that
the number of appeals should be
limited to eluminate endless delays,
that those whose status is impugned
should have the opportunity to pre-
sent their case and adduce evidence
in support ;that the Tribunai should
have before it the answers of the
persons whose status is impugned
with such supporting evidence as they
have and a report by the relevant
department of the Administration
that this report should be on the
basis of an agreed questionnaire,
that a time-limit should be fixed for
the disposal of complaints before

472

the tribunals and the appellate au-
thority, that those who are found to
have entered between 1951 and 1961
may be accepted or regularised if
there is an over all agreement, that
those who are found to have entered
after 1971 when new international
obligations were specified after the
emergence of Bangladesh should be
detected, and deported; and Then
names deleted from the rolls ; that
Assam cannot be expected to bear a
disproportionate burden of these
immigrants and must be duly com-
pensated and protected, that cons-
titutional safeguards should be pro-
vided to preserve the cultural iden-
tity of Assam and a competent body
should be appointed to define these
constitutional, administrative and
other safeguards.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Where will
they be deported ?

SHRI RAVINDRA VARMA :
This is a different question.

MR. CHAIRMAN:  Whether
therer 1s any discussion or measure
of agreement.

SHRI RAVINDRA VARMA :
Sir, T am trving to indicate the
areas of agreement. Everything
has not been discussed but enough
has been discussed, and enough
areas of agreement have come into
vision, to warrant hope.

All this narrowed down the area
of differences to those who entered
Assam between 1961 and 197].

Even here further efforts made it
look as though there could be
further narrowing of the area of
differences. Some of the entrants
in this category have already
acquired citizenship  certificates
and a way has been found to take
their cases out of the realm of

~ controversy.
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It canthus be seen that the two
sides have come very close to an

overall agreement. Many issues
which looked like the rocks on
which  the negotiations  would

flounder have been circum-navigat-
ed, giving genuine ground for the
hope that, given goodwill and
genuine, un-relenting efforts to find
a solution, one will be able to find
a way out through the process of
negotiations.

At one point, it looked as
though the negotiations would
break down on the question
of the circular of 1965. A way
was found to get over this difficulty.
At another point, it looked as
though the negotiations would
break down on the question of the
entries and formulations in the
questionnaire that would be employ-
ed to scrutinise the claims of those
whose citizenship wasin doubt. Yet,
later, we succezded in envolving an
agreed questionnaire and that hurdle
was crossed. At yet another point,
it looked as through the talks would
flounder on the question of citizen-
ship certificates issued by other
States—States other than Assam. Yet,
in the course of the talks we found a
way of invoking section 10 of the
Citizenship Act, to provide for the
expeditious scrutiny of complaints
about doubtful certificates, certificates
that might have been obtained with-
ouat furnishing full or truthful informa-
tion, a way that would provide for
the invalidation of such certificates
and other consequences, including the
loss of the status that had been obtain-
ed on grounds that were untenable.

In cite these instances, not to give
an exhaustive list of all the hard nuts
that we cracked, but only to show
how the path and the process of
negotiations have enabled us to cross
many hurdles that looked insurmoun-
table, and have brought us so near
1o a total agreement.

Ido not try to imply that the
point of difference—or, rather, l
uld say, the main point of
gerencevthat has not yet been

resolved 1is an insignificant issue
are that it is easy to finda way
out. But, 1 believe that efforts
have to be made. There is no way
In which we can arrive at a solution
except through negotiations.

To put it in a nut-shell,—1 am
sure you will be interested in this,—
the difference that persists relates
to those who entered Assam between
1961 and 1971. Of these too, as
I stated earlier, it is possible to find
agreement in the case of those who
have already obtained citizenship
certificates, either from Assam or
elsewhere.

The differences have therefore
been narrowed down to those who
entered in this period and have not
acquired citizenship certificates but
yet claim that their names should be
on the rolls because they are eligible
to be citizens by virtue of the proviso
to Section 2 of the Immigrants
(Expulsion from Assam) Act of 1950
and Section 5 of the Citizenship
Act.

The Government takes the view
that only a Judicial authority can
rule on theclaim and that the Execu-
tive cannot extinguish a claim in
such a case without the sanction of a
judicial process. This 1s a very
valid point of view.

The leaders of the movement point
out that all these are people who
have entered Assam from a foreign
country; they have not obtained
certificates for two decades.

Those of them who claim the right
to citizenship do so under the proviso
to Section 2 of the Immigrants
(Expulsion from Assam) Act of 1950,
and Section 5 of the Citizenship Act,
1955.

And here, 1 am refcrri!:g to . the
point of view expressed by my Hon.
friend from Calcutta South. The
ieaders of the movement argue that
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it is doubtful whether all immigrants
them can claim the protection of
the proviso of section 2 of the 1950
Act since it covers only those who
entered India or Assam as a conse-
quence of civil disturbances. Even
in the case of those who can claim
this protection, the proviso does
not confer automatic citizenship. It
only protects the person from being
expelled, thus giving him the right
to stay generating the right to apply
for citizenship under section 5 of the
Citizenship Act.

Sir, the scheme of the 1950 Act,
the Immigrants (Expulsion from
Assam) Act, is to provide for the
expulsion of undesirable immigrants.
The fact that such an Act was pass-
ed and made applicable only for
Assam among the States of the
Indian Union adjacent to East Ben-
gal, then, East Pakistan, now Ban-
gladesh, shows that Parliament was
highly conscious of the vulnerability
of Assam and the special danger
posed by immigration or infiltration
into Assam. Parliament has a spe-
cial responsibility to remember this,
in dealing with the problem.

The leaders of the movement say
that they are not even objecting to
their being granted Indian citizen-
ship. Their objection is to linking
residence in Assam with citizenship.
They point out that Assam has
already absorbed many lakhs of such
migrants after partition, an:l they
are willing to agree to a few more
lakhs belonging to the 1951-61
period. But, if every one who crossed
over since 1961 is to be given citi-
zenship and permitted to stay in
Assam, this would result in many
repercussions and make it impossible
to preserve the cultural identity of
Assam. They cite Tripura as an
obvious instance. They point out
that economic compensation cannot
obviate the'danger to identify that
can be posed by indiscriminate en-
franchisement. Thisis their fear.

1t is obvious that the question 18

delicate and difficult. Some sugges-
tions have been made including that
of a moratorium on the question till
a decision is taken on what would
constitute the proportionate burden
that Assam could be expected to
bear without danger to its cultural
identity. Jtis in this context that
the question of defining Constitutio-
nal safeguards to protect the iden-
tity of Assam is currently being
examined. One has also heard
pragmatic suggestions that since the
last of the periods of civil commo-
tion in what is now Bangladesh took
place in 1965 —the objective of the
proviso of the 1950 Act can be
achieved if one takes 1965 or 1966
as the cut-off year. I do not think
I sh.uld yield to the temptation of
going into further details and possi-
bilities.  The main question is to
find a way that will ensure detection
and deletion before elections are
held, while assuring Assam safe-

guards to preserve its  cultural
identity.

1 want to point out that both the
Government and the leaders of the
moveinent have come closer to each
other. This has been possible
because of the extremely cordial
attitude that prevailed in the last
round of discussions and I must
therefore complement both the rep-
resentatives of the Government and
the representatives of the movement
for the extreme cordiality that
characterised the last round of dis-
cussions. When so much has been
achieved, and such a vast area of

agreement has been sighted, and
differences have been narrowed
downto one or two points, it

will be a pity if the Government or
the leaders of the agitation talk
the language that they talked before
they both had become aware of
the area of agreement, if both go
back to the base line, and one says
that there will be no disenfranchise-
ment of anyone who come between
1961 and 1971 and the other res-
ponds by saying that no one who camc
between 1961 and 1971 shall receive the
right to vote—when the fact is that
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both ha_ufe seen that no such blan-
ket position can be taken.

Therefore, I will respectfully tell
both the Government and the leaders
of the movement that this is .the
language of recession, and not pro-
gress. [ will appeal to them not to
drift away or drift apart, and think
of a return to the path of confron-
tation. There are some signs and
rumblings which I think are daon-
gerous. [t will be a tragedy of the
first magnitude—an avoidable tra-
gedy, if having come so close to
an agreement—Assam  and the
nation itself should be baulked of
the promise that friendly negoti-
tions have offcred to solve a major
national problem of this magnitude,
involving interests and emotions.
The interests of the nation demand
that we [ind asolution through nego-
tiations.

I know that my time is up.
I do not therefore go into other
questions like the backwardness of
the State, etc. Tam very happy that
you have reminded me that 1 have
come back to where I started. But
let it not be so as far as the nego-
tiations are concerned, 1 do hope
that wise councels will prevail with
the Government and the leaders
of the movement and a solution
will be found through negotiations,
so that the problems that arose in
1980 can be avoided electoral rolls
can be revised and elections held
and a popular Government installed
in the State.

16.29 hrs.

[MR. DEPUTY-SPBARER IN TIHE
CHAIR]

8t THIFITC WEGT (T2AT): IqTETET
wgiga, Iz ST KA, o) dwegsTAl,
7 fag gifafas qweT &t gza F 9raq
yeqd fwar &, § Sasr faqa &@r
£ 1 39 g%eT & Iy ag feaml ol
AAg F QYA FIEAT F) A A
T T@A § | TS A1 aga A A

T A qre-ar & a1 gE g |
AR Jreqg & =gl St &
faar, weer i & faers ar 37 =t
THFAT A q@Eey aal F f@ars =@
SAITAT FT gEAATA frgr § ar § Sraqrn
wrgar & feafs #ar & 0 gw @m
zdIfaq go dFeq &1 fasig #73 & 5
gaF1 7fqn Ig o7 aAqifas qrega],
faaat-7agd § grraal &1 gad
FRAT G | &Y 9FAT arq § gg FAT
CIEGH

g a1q ag & f& wan fagar @A
aat & gariq § 1 agr fadsh amfewar
F HIIT FI AFT WA AT &
TH eI ¥ U @ &r ggEar @
f@:gia ma=r o} & T &Y uFar &1
M FT 297 § 1 w7¢ 98 37 F)
THIT MY FFdT F1 98+ FL@ ar
AIfgT AT § T@ AN FT GATIT
9gT 98 g TAT AT | GI&HIT A
FrAT-gIAT HIAT § AT AT I/ qTRIAT
& qr § sIFr Atag ag g & S aqt
ggaRw F Fafww § (faasr 7
faaalt #ga &) Sasr agi & fawme
fear srg 1+ IFFT gg gftesrar @@y
A8 & #IT # §ATT q9GT TgT F7 GFHAT
z1 ag a31% § fa s g faame & ar
SUF! g AT H g3%7 fAFar san
grfgr  femg f& q@E g@EET @
gegftz g1 @ |

st asf ¥ gg aw & AmfrE aq
g% g, frasr amfarar : g 2w &
ars) ¥ = fwar @, ITF Ww
F<H 9 TH TATA 37 g Ag! faswrd
g6y | gIy aEy arg Ay ag ¢ fw 2w
®1 UFAT § AT F FA AT qTA
TEAT T | q19 &7 g¥ ag WY F@n
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Eigwicciedurzil

g fF 7 g & QA ganr
27 & RN, gHTY W AT uFAT &I
e TN, FIS FAST T IST GH
zgfau fguehta ar fagshn aratyd, &b
T gAZ-GAT 9T /AT §, ITHY Foar
¥ wed) fdY ur fassg g3 q=mar
st 9rfge arfs w9 § o AT
B Y g g ag AT ) &F 1 ufx
wir sdY feafa @ s <zt o
AT KT FfaT gt sndar | § Fgar
w1gar g & wan § 5 wfmar swae,
qarsETe 9 gufacasar . § fazag
FA AT &, 98 A1Z "o qlo M,
dlo dYo U0 ar &7y TAqE I 7Y,
T AYAT I AV G AW OF, 59
A7 § ) 97 dcd g, 99% 9ia
ST FT M FIQT @ & | IAHY TN
uF FE yfawr @ § A s9F goAl
FIAFTHT & o woA FA ¥ grw
T 931§ 1 AfFA &t uwar
qay agt NS F AT g@er ety X
@ g T GHEAT ®1 gA fAHTT
STAT AT |

aifay a1g & 9wz ¥ gEEe F
FFAT AZAT § ! ¥F awe A AL
AT T JIT Far K 1 H G
ggg smAAr 9gar g 5 owar &
HEL AL 7 gaawar § foad s
faswret @ oY Sad a fwadr A
deary far @ §

W wREd & ga ¥ agh &0
frggram &1 wx @y &7 ag 9
ArQ faw srdY, agt & o mfas
®q § GEI I, A g, TQE
g W @ arfge @ € fF @
qFEETT & ®<HA arsdl &, a7 B

qud ge7 F AFY AAT TES I F qH
&1 WY&T 7g) famar 1 g & fogew
g, fTg3aa § ST &1 a4 JT gHT
1A GIETT § g SIFAT ATEAT §
f grardt & feafq st §, faad
st wrad fage) st gaF & faadt
M JT AT F7 &Y ?

§ arg & faafar ¥ sgar rgar
g, agifs qgf qu agryF ¥ arg oray
2 | fSra®) a91g § agqa JFET {ar
g | FUS-FUET &9q1 §1 JHFaT 21T
&1 @I &I 3gT ¥ 7 ggrgar Y
g3l & AT agh | FEIf A gEl
81 z® =g ¥ fawfaer §, sa3 am
qT WI9A 7T AT &, Seal & el
MIAT & &, AT 7qT F wZIA
T8 ar gadt ggras afzal 1 qg A
FamT o1 9% | &% fad ay faega
AT g T § | §8 ST § IAA! @A
FY AT gF | '

ot gy feai agar, s garR wedrad
gg @Al 9, s gHETHy o, SAE)
uqy ¥ Jgi & Aeqaedai &1 i &
uF A9 fgar @t 1 § Fg SEar
wigar ¢ fF s Jigq o fFT ardl &
w91 #1718 § 7 I Al & faafaq @
FIEHIT T FAT AFT g, IAFRT AT AT~
ard § ;T AT ATHI g GHHAT @
fs & afr 7 afs awR a1 ML
gfediw g a7 qar g, a1 3 W
garg ?

gHY aXg ¥ Fed FT gAE G q
SETEAT & | A1 HY I AR AT

aifee | fagdaa &1 @a= g, qEHI
w1 gard g, 39 aifeat & faafas
g€y @zl & feafeswr d—eF @9
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qrAt A TIE TR €q7A AT AT |
qife agi & @ ag wud fv W
gyt frge gu wsw £ wafy §F faa-
qE A W R ¥ @e fud w3k
Fedrar afe, S W T UFAT FY
dlgar wrgdat §, W A 1M gFoar
fadzlt, 37% fawrs sz #X gataen
FLAH | gOd fag S&<) § i agh &
fawrg #Y a6 GIFIT &1 oq\T AT
¥ STET AT AT gt & ArSaral
w9 faar | gy arer faral s s6y
fasr, IMT-w:r FT 99X 97 @
S, arfe waw &1 fawa g ) ga 5=
dYg &1 FeIEd wfwal A 5o 2 )
T AT gaq F) fgwrera &3 qF |

%7 Jsal & qI9 H HIqHl ¥eaqrg
AT g

st gOo T Anare (dena) ¢
ATFAAY, 49T FreaiaasIfeal & anr
faqefig araf =r giwat X warg
grwarg i ag arat W wfafwa @
Firg Adrar gl fasar @iv gy fex
AFFEgT H q1a7 1T AT @Y

S|T #H g qTAAT gaE w9 g
IaH! § QUM T8 | 4T gfayrT
¥ ofcads fed, g3 oo wafa g
g1 g&d ¢ | wOEr fauym gt &
1T FUF § g8 7 | gafag qremay
u® ql 7g sz fHar «rg & @
JATT FIA & I H 7T FA qT G
g ? orgl a% wrasT grarg g 6 agl
g FUF F I A wHy 16
T & fggmm aigvw # faser
g —

“The Chief Election Officer of
Assam has said that he has received

no directive on the bholdirz of
election, either from _th_c Centre
or the Election Commissioner ¥

g ot qeEl fasar gar wig
%9 9T odt feafy wwse &3 & @@r
WY T 9371 gA1@ FF JAA A &
forr #1§ sTaXfaessr A5 § a1 48 7

gt g s ag & f& qiw
aefagl ®1 S AT ANE gaFT
FAAT & faar a1 3@ AT B
1% goFrT wAgIT ¥ ag admar ar
star f oy &% gedra frar 31 5@
qX ANGT & A9 T F37 fF 99 qF

fazat amfzat 1 qgen gz ag) @

ST agr gAE ag g wa ag
feafa §, zaswT T sqsdiwaQm &T |

T g% ¥ gg 99 gl aral f§
I AT GTE I 1T FHIIT G, W IET
€ {1 FAIgT g AR "EH &
AIFNAAHICIT FT €208 W @ (¢
at feT sadl AT aal aaf 9«dr @
A1 fFq @ag { awdt Wy 7 AT
1965 % 39 fagal & @Iy &y A0
faa#d fw gad 91 «af &y weim
TafeFar sxw FA  FT ARG qT
fear ar ol @ AT 1977 ¥ @-
AT gEr # FOT @ g7 § | TN
ey sg Wi frgn g a@ v
ST 4 wATiE Ad) HLd g4 | KA
¥ #a1 g« fasen ! ma weT ag 0a
a1 & 91g & gre gx fagmA orAr
&7 ¥ qg=977 & | Ay sgarfasagt w7
frgfe #T 3™, @M< w@¥ @ga:ww
T s gy g w7 A =E-
4 § | 9919 OF SIN H§ GgA
g amat wYv fe dh ArfeaY ) A



[5 gtar Fa1T 7T
ag feqm ST g3 ag oF <¥r WA
SEC -

agi fgqr #1 gearg  agd 1 W@
g1 agt g am § go faewmz # 21
axfes A% 1 @ & wzfeai gearA W
37 9T faedies g3rd @A #Y
qeAIg g T § | geA #i mer
aTET WY Y FY GSAIC FET G |
TafewY 7 "iwsfal § Wy 6@
TsT ¥ geArg aga gk &1 fasw
¥ Iuqifeal 7 Y waw F  Iuarfaal
¥ wur frar faqig | @ quy ast
U feqfg §

# Ivadl Al fguw w g
ST 98 &G AT gAY 1 WT FUAT
¥ga ) fF sar ardf & g @
Fg ALY fear | wigsr Far7 97 o
e g @ gt ¥ AF W E
(s@=a™) T wIeEY a7 wIG AT
garddssmar 1 siwa & gaw
AT WIATT  §AWAT § % 58 T
qEH-W T A1 3G a8 FIQ F
(smaea) ™~ s ag g M ey
1980 & &3 gu & 19 @ @
q g wC, A g9 frar ® 15 gara
Y 7g} faq w0 ?

zafaq & #ga1 =gar § 5 &
Aer gATAT #1gH T E | A el
¥ wedt wau ) agi 9 wfafafy
AYFIT 7747 Arfge R fwdy  grom
¥ gara 78} w63 [1fgC, 9 wraEq
"9 &9 g9 1 3 |

Mo wfHa FAR Agat (FaeiyR) :
AT AUy AKIT, AHY HIAAY
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IFASr o ;R &Y ani sy FHT WINw
Fgv wgr v gw ger g &
frqefta arat st s & fQer ¥
9 @Y & | SaN TR yafa g¥ 3

(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Now
nobody can stop you from talking.
One advantage is, now you get two
chances from Lok Dal. Yes, yes.
Carry on.

Ste stfwta FwiT ¥gar : & g @r
ar f& arat «Y gnfg ax g% g
g, afsT QX awaqr @ arq 93 fAd
" ¢ fFgmgad ag wEAAT
fs graaat «Y gmegr, 91 SO0
FE Y FTA AIATX G, I AT 4T
st g e aagnag a9 f&
gg GUEAT HIA WTH FT A7 qALg
AE &) TZ AT F gEEAT § UK
Zgh ST &I IFAAT & FWLA 1T
rfgg, OFT HE F FA G A
WX AGY ST STAT AT

T3 931 §:@ AT T AT H ar-
FIT MEIT & aqT F1 @HT WK
|18 & IF 719 &7 F15 qfafafy
zg ogul § Ag &) wgrwma, gwc
RFAFT &) TGTAAT F1 AT & &
#1 §g g2ATd arg At § | A9 fafew
qifagriz ¥ aRdsr Safadw a7 F
AT AT A O FAAKY ST ¥ CF
WA IaF1 fqQw & gu #g71 5
fag ga7 & sas1 &1 afafafa g
7, zafaw 99 §gT N IT 9T FT
qH &1 1% miusr 78y § | Far 8w
7@ feafs & q&v gamar adh o &)
agl aX W &1 #15 wfafafy ag g,
foa - &1 g afafafy adi &, 9w
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Y-ATT & G H T2 q7fg T W@ & |
gdtfan & @uear &1 @RIde
memfamyy faear sar Fifge, 4@y
A T FT WATE g

IqTEqET  AGIFT, Fgi I ;N Sl
Uaifgr feafa &, Sa9 ag@ 9
gz agl wifas  fagsaT #r &)
HIETH qafaT & 99 § wiqafga usa
¥ oMt sgusa ¥ Afdaw, d9
g, FgAr g FAT AT qF @A
gL ATAT A §, 9%y g7 afasy & ;M
ST K AT AT §, d§ TZI ATT §
gfast graar F T ATl A1T FA 0T
F1 Faqd 4.7 qfqma g o

AT § QA a1 gHar g fF oamEm
foaar faggr gt € | qaiwe # g
qgr w7 usal ¥ foer degEy &1
st &1 fagr gar g, SUF AT 43-
1T F1 A8 g | & foar dean i &
S gFF AT 9GS WHTT FL&F F1gT
faeerg &, IAF GEA VAR &)
gaeqT fagn ®7 & @S g Jrdr § #WIW
QTN &F QI & A9FT A K Af9F
A IvE FIAT g SYH! FIAIFT IR
qrag &1 G a9 G ) TR q@T-
gfa fa=al g agi 1 smar &, fagar
qifa® maear § ITUTLFIE gAT & |
5 Mifa® F19 &1 FW 48 ¢ % agf
FY JHIT TF HEA aTAT § W TZA
FT FARN F FIW ITH AMIE

Faeq] AT 3T & Avgl @I FL@!
Uil

EFAAAN & A1 I AT AL
qaEaT ¥ AT FT WEGEF AT
g Javm ¥ geqrea sfqafrar &

33X A aF "R Fuar qfqra ag
g1 & ga®<ar I HIX FEAT AT
w3 Jga §ifad g mar . ged ag 3
fe s At siifaa & g w9d soa-
T & fog Ia%r IR § FIE 1T
TEY 8, }E wiT Agr g1 z@ feafa @
qFgIT I AT gsar 9r | §w feafa
¥ I99 ¥ fag 3§ s & fau ga=x
AT GIFT AT FHAT 97 A FE
AN § F17 ATY ITT ITEHRT § GHTT
FIF Iy HGUF FAIGT FE AT
qATAT ST GHAT 97 1 HH ¥ FH 3Iq
gl Y greagw fgav A ar gea
zaAT ag) fawredy 1 ga ag A wga
% &7z 7 gaufy agy & afsq saq
gyt T F AqA  wifgedm &1 qvaq
F4A1 qm faar 1 ag 4 Far f& N
gavfa aam # wiafea gl
JaF[ gEIANT a1 Ag g W@ g K
ﬁ:’n argar g f& agi geaaw gmn
oI ga®) F9g ¥ qgF 0F 77 4TET
a7 g7 g Tar fqgsr F4 91 IFAY
X fasa | feafa ag § f& ag a9
9T a1 g ARiET d1 SEned
2ar g ¥t fo 97§ 2T § & @@ gaen
q¥ WAL AW FT SAIT A7 J7 AGTE
Mfirg st Qudt F AT & @O A
TEY YATAT IFT X W AL TATAN
o I AN F A d ALY
oS F &g F Fuf ¥ W gg @A
F1 ITAT AT W & | UF 1T & gAR
A gy A & fag S 91 qwng
1 G<H g, d W aw@ad ¥ faqi #
Fgial & fegar & waeg @A ¢ |
RS CF TET FTIW WX K ST
ghar § froagl & @ 2w 1 gem
I fad q1r & ¥ Y @ |
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Y THEAIRT TEAT ;. TFqIAAT
g9 9§ SR T JWTEH G & |

Ao wfwa gwre Agar @ Ho ¥
¥ IgTd e Ag {garn, fear
1 ®aT IT TATHY 1T g & T
ST a & owrET oY @R S UTET )
g 1 fear saRr gt @ A fwar
fo Fr adisn ag gar & arFr g9
& 1 AT FAT-TAT @I, AGAl
T3 | ET @ ¥ wii F A1 FT W
F ged VT ¥ IEF SATAT q¥IH A
g 9147 | ¥ qF GEEATHT FT FATITT
QT iggsd § | FgT 9T I 1At &)
zaTr fasfag fear srar =rfgu f&
T TATH ®T T & o+ AT § GFqH
B @% 9T FEr 9T Y d¥gA
qeifaFy garaT § fagew fFT are
M FgT A GATATHY F FFAT FAL
& aig7 fasm #1 IF Al agi &
N ¥ garg earfrd w7 @5 1

SHRIP. VENKATASUBBAIAH :
Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, when I
moved the Resolution in this House,
I was only hoping that it will be
limited in its scope with regard to
declaring certain services as essential
services for the proper distribution
of es§ential commodities to the
poorest of the poor, who are really
in 1eed of those commodities. As
usual, whenever any discussion on
Assam comes, whether it is a
resolution, notification or supple-
mentary demands, all the problems
thet have been discussed will certainly
come into focus. B

Vy. Hon. friend. Shri Ravindra
Varmia—I do not know whether he

re} resents Bombay South, North or
West.

SHRTI RAVINDRA VARMA : I
will tell you—Bombay-North.

SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH :
The Hon. Member representing
Bombay North—that is the exact
parliamentary procedure of referring
to members; our difficulty is that
we are not able to identify which
constituency they represent; that is
why we have to take the names—I
hope he will not take it amiss, my
referring to him by name. Broadly
speaking, two suggestions have been
made by him forcibly; firstly, the
problem of Assam should be solved
in a satisfactory manner and,
secondly, more attention should be
given to the economic development
of Assam and other States in the
north-eastern region.

My Hon. friend Shri Satyasadhan
Chakraborty, ‘who initiated this
discussion, raised several issues
with regard to the situation that
prevails in Assam. He mentioned
that the agitators are having links
with some agencies outside the
country, that there have been large-
scale evictions, that the stipulation
that was given in 1980 by the Assam
Government that whenever there is
any eviction they should get orders
from the highest authorities has
been waived and that nearly 9,000
families have been evicted. He
suggested that the elections ought
to be held, as perschedule, in March
1983 and that the popular Govern-
ment should be installed.

The latest position 1s that the
State Government have been advised
that. pending examination of all as-
pects of the problem, evictions may
be stayed so as to remove hardships
caused to the people. Accordingly
evictions have been a'ready stopped.
Sir, about the agitators having links
with the agencies or forces outside, I
am not In agreement with the Hon.
Member. That has been clarified by
my friend, Shri Ravindra Varma.
Let us not go into sghat question and
further complicate the issue.

About the protection of linguistic
and religious minorities, it would be
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appropriate if I quote what our
Prime Minister said the other day :

“It is a very complex, delicate and
emotional matter so faf as the
people of Assam are concerned,
and naturally we are also concern-
ed about what happens. Now, the
Government cannot take a hard
and fast stand on this issue when
we are negotiating with them. We
are trying to see how much we
can accommodate them without
causing harm to other people, the
minorities and others living in
Assam, and considering its wider
consequence on the nation as a
whole.”

This is what the Prime Minister
has categorically stated on the floor
of this House and also onseveral
occasions. During our negotiations
in which Mr. Ravindra Varma has
taken a very leading part, this has
been made amply clear by our erst-
while Home Minister, Shri Venka-
taraman and also the present Home
Minister, Shri Sethi.

Mr. Ravindra Varma has brought
forward several issues. These are
verydelicate issues with- regard to
detection and deletion between 1961
and 1971.

SHRI RAVINDRA VARMA: 1
do not expect an answer.

SHR1 P. VENKATASUBBIAH :
Sir, these are very delicate matters
and we are going to have another
round of talks very soon and I must
appreciate therole played by Shri
Ravindra Varma. And one thing I
must say here is that there has been
utmost cordiality and understand-
ing between the leaders of the
Assam Student’s Union and Gana
Sangram Parishad. There has been
a very frank, candid discussion and
exchange of ideas between the
Government and the leaders of the
Assam agitation and the Opposi-
tion parties’ representatives who
participated in these talks have

played a very constructive and
useful role so as _to create a
sifuation Wwherein this vexed and

very complicated problem is solved
to the satisfaction of all concerned.

Sir, I do not want to go into these
matters because point Dy point,
about the constitution of the tribu-
nals and having a national electoral
roll and who are foreigners and
who are not foreigners, about the
Immigration Explusion Act and
the second proviso—these are the
matters which have been discussed,
and we are hopeful that a satis-
facrory solution will be found with
the good intentions from both the
sides and we will be able to find a
suitable solution.

Sir, I would like to say about the
elections,to be held because many
of our friends have sail that there
are no representative of Assam in
the Lok Sabha, there 1s no popular
government and there is no Assem-
bly there. So, Sir, the constitutional
necessity of holding elections 1n
1983 is there. But still we are hav-
ing talks with these leaders and at
this stage iti1s not proper on my
part to say anything about that
matter and I willleave it at that to see
that good sense is made to prevail
by the people concerned and we
come to a sort of a satisfactory
solution.

Several people have alleged that
the North Eastern Region and also
Assam have been neglected. I
would like to inform the Hon.
House that the North Eastern Region
including Assam is receiving special
attention in the matter of develop-
ment. All the States in the North
Eastern Region including Assam
have been included in the
special category states. The
Sixth Five Year Plan outlay of the
five States and the two umnion terri-
tories In the region aggregates to
Rs. 2,400 crores approximately.
Additionally, the North Eastern
Council has Sixth Plan provision of
Rs. 240 crores. The per capita
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[Shri P. Venkatasubbaiah]

outlay in the North Eastern Region
1s Rs. 1393 as compared to Rs. 872
in other States and union territories.
The Central assistance in case of
North Eastern Region 1s well over
80 % of the total outlay while in the
case  of other State  and
union territories it is only 29%.
The per capita central assistance in
the case of North Eastern Region is
Rs. 1205 while in the case of other
States and union territories it is only
Rs. 257.

A Committee of Ministers was
set up in April, 1980 for the econo-
mic development of North Eastern
Region. Of the North Eastern
Region, as I have told you, the
Sixth Five Year Plan outlay of 5
States and 2 union territories is
Rs. 2,400 crores approximately.

Detailed provision of the Sixth
Plan is given below :—

State/U.T. 1980-85 1980-82 1982-83

(Rs.in crores)
1. Assam 1115 210.00 258.00
2. Arunachal 212 36.90 44.00

Pradesh

3. Manipur 240 43.00 48.00
4. Meghalaya 235 46.55 51.20
5. Mizoram 130 23.00 29.00
6. Nagaland 210 38.00 42.58
7. Tripura 245 45.00 50.00

So far as per capita is concerned,
I have already said additionally they
are receiving Rs. 340 crores.

For the accelerated eConomic
development the pre-requisite Is
normalcy. Normalcy i1s the pre-
condition to put forward our econo-
mic  development  programme.
Unfortunately due to agitation
whatever we wanted to implement,
it could not be done even with the
best of our intentions and efforts.

I may inform the Hon House, dur-
ing this agitation there has been a
heavy loss with regard to our oil
and other commodities. I do not
wam to tire out the patience of the
House by quoting these figures but
the Hon. Members will agree with
us that normalcy should be restored
and satisfactory solution should be
found. Cordiality should be main-
tained. One cardinal and important
point is those who are the citizens
of this country should not be denied
the right of having the enfranchise-
ment in the electoral rolls. Our
Government has been  taking
consistently the stand that those who
not citizens of this country, they are
dot eligible for voting. So, who are
the citizens ? That is the point
where negotiations have been carried
on. So, we have to find out a
satisfactory solution. Shri Verma
has made several suggestions on the
floor of the House. He has also
been playing very important cons-
tructive role. We hope in the next
round of taiks which is Dbeing held
very soon, we will be able to find
out a satisfactory solution. Govern-
ment is wedded to maintain integrity,
unity and sovereignty of this country.
It is our endeavour to see that
vociferous tendencies are put down.
Government has been time and
again requesting the co-operation of
the opposmon parties to see that
our sovereignty and integrity is
maintained.

Shri  Satyasadhan Chakraborty
also referred about the Kashmir
Resettlement Bill, Akali agitation
and all those things. I do not
want to go into this matter because
today 1 saw in the Tribune that the
Chief Minister, Mr. Basu, to some
extent, giving his limited support to
the Akali agitation. 1 do not know
whether it is true or not. 1tis in
the Press but I may be wrong.

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERIEE
(Howrah) :  That is only a
question of autonomy.
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SHRI P. VENKATASUBBATAH:
He was referring to Anandapur Sahib
Resolution etc, Whatever it is. I
entirely agree and respect the senti-
ments expressed by our Communist
party friends, both CPI and CPM,
‘they are one with us to fight for
the maintenance of integrity and
sovereignty of the nation. I know
the part they have played in all
these negotiations. We seek their
hearty cooperation and that of all
other Parties to arrive at a satisfac-
tory solution to all concerned. At
the same time, the Government has
sald, time and again, that the cul-
tural identity of Assam will be pre-
served and protected and nothing
will be done to affect the cultural
identity of Assam. But Assam is an
integral part of our country. So,
every ‘one of us—whatever may be
the differences—should strive to
find a satisfactory solution and also
to see that the sovereignty and in-
tegrity ot our nation is protected.

With these words, I commend the
Resolution for the approval of the
House.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE
(SHRI PATIABHI RAMA RAO) :
Sir, in addition to what my Hon.
colleague, Shri  Venkatasubbaiah,
Minister of State for Home said, 1
wish to add.

Shri B.D. Singh mentioned about
the poor progress of rural electri-
fication in Assam. Out of 21,995
villages in the State, 4,226 villages
had been electrified by the end of
1979-80. The target for the Sixth
Plan  (1980-85) is to electrify
6,000 villages more, at an estimated
cost of Rs. 57.86 crores. During
1980-81, 1,400  villages  were
electrified. And another 1,162
villages were electriied in 1981-82.
The target for 1982-83 is to electrify
1,050 villages.

My good friend Shri Ramavatar
Shastri wanted to know about the
progress of land refrrms. A crash
programme for acquisition and
distribution of surplus land under
the Land Ceiling Acts has been
taken up. An area of 5.81 lakh
acres has so far been declared
surplus and out of this 3.19 lakh
acres have been distributed to 2.56
lakh families. He also referred to
construction of railway lines. The
broad-gauge line from New Bongai-
gaon to Gauhati (157 k. ms) is expect«
ed to be completed shortly. The
estimated cost of this work is Rs. 50
crores. A scheme for conversion
of metre-gauge into broad-gauge
from Gauhati to Dibrugarh, at an
estimated cost of Rs. 100 crores, is
under survey. A scheme for a
bridge over Brahmaputra at Jogi
ghopa is also being taken up.

The Hon. Member, Shri Ram
Avtar Shastri, also mentioned about
the need for flood control measures.
There is a provision of Rs. 4 crores
for flood control in the State budget.
In addition, the Central Sector Plan
also contains a provision of Rs. 9
crores. The Brahmaputra Flood Con-
trol Board has been re-constitued. The
flood control measures are expected
to be speeded up.

SHRI SATYASADHAN CHAK-
RABORTY : Sir. I want one clari-
fication.

MR. DEPUI1Y-SPEAKER : No
clarification now. Ishall put the
Statutory Resolution to vote.

SHRI SATYASADHAN CHAK-
RABORTY : Sir, he referred to Mr.
Jyoti Basu and he quoted from the
newspaper... (Interruptions) This is
an important question. I must
make my party stand clear.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : He
has replied and I am going to put
it to the vote of the House.
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SHRI SATYASADHAN CHAK-
RABORTY : I want to dispel the
confusion. So far as the demand
of the Akalis regarding more powers
to the State is concerned, we
support. So far as the other
demands are concerned, our Chief
Mipister has mot extended any
support, Let there be no confusion.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Now,
1 shall put the Statutory Resolution
moved by Shri P. Venkatasubbaiah
tu the vote of the House.

The question is :

“That in pursuance of sub-section
(2) of section 2 of the Essential
Services Maintenance (Assam) Act,
1980 (41 of 1980) as amended by the
Essential Services Maintenance Act.
1981 (40 of 1981), this House approv-
es the issue of the Government of
Assam, Political (A) Department
notification No. PLA-906/52/125,
dated the 30th September, 1982,
declaring the following services to be
essential services within the State of
Assam for the purposes of the
Essential  Services Maintenance
(Assam) Act, 1980 (41 of :980) : —

(1) All services in any establish-
ment or shop dealing with the
essential commodities declar-
ed as sueh by the Govern-
ment of India under the
Essential Commodities Act,
1955 (Central Act No. 10 of
1955) from time to time -and
licensed under the Assam
Trade Articles (Licensing and
Control) Order, 1982, dated
22nd June, 1982 and the
Assam High Speed Diesel
Oil (Distribution and Control)
Order, 1981 and Assam Pad-
dy and Rice Procurement
(Licensing and Levy) Order,
1981.

(i1) All services in any establish-
ment or shops of appointed

(No. 3) Bill, 1982

dealers which include the
wholesaler and retailer deal-
ing with the essential commo-
dities as declared by the
Government of India under
the Essential Commodities
Act, 1955 from time to time
and licensed under the Assam
Public Distribution of Arti-
cles Order, 1982.”

Fhe motion was adopied.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : 1
shall now put the Supplementary-
Demands for Grants (Assam) for
1982-83 to vote.

The question is :

“That the respective Supplemen-
tary sums not exceeding the amounts
on Revenue Account and Capital
Account shown in the third column
of the Order Paper be granted to the
President out of the Consolidated
Fund of the State of Assam to de-
fray the charges that will come in
course of payment during the year
ending the 31st day of March, 1983,
in respect of heads of demands en-
tered in the second column thereof —

Demand Nos. 6, 16, 18, 21, 25,
26, 30, 37, 41, 55, 61 and 65.”

The motjon was adopted.

17.20 brs.

ASSAM APPROPRIATION
(No. 33 BILL*, 1982

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISIRY OF FINANCE
(SHR1 PATTABHL RAMA RAO) :
Sir, I beg to move for leave to
introduce a Bill to authorise pay-
ment and appropriation of certain
further sums from and out of the
Consolidated Fund of State of

*Published in Gazette of India Extraordinary Part I dated 18-10-82.



