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[Shri Jitendra Prasad] 
labourers who are exposed to 
great difficulties and danger of 
lives in the a. bsence of adequate 
accommod~tion in the existing trains. 

13'13 brs. 

PLANATATION LABOUR 
(AMENDMENT) BILL-,Contd. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 
Shri K. A. Raj~n w?s on his legs. 
The time allotted to this Bill is 
three hours. We have already spent 
one hour. The Minister will reply 
to th. discussion at 14' 00 hrs. or 
earlier even. 

SHRI K. A. RAJAN (Trichur): 
Yesterday, I have been impressing 
upon the Minister th;lt wh~tever 
legislations we m"y pass Or wh~th!'f 
it is a w(~lf. ... re measure cr not, 
because of the pecuJiar nature of 
this industry and also the backward 
conditions prevailing therein, im-
plemcntati'lI1 of the legislation is 
an important problem. Various 
enactments . have been brought 
in for PlantatIon wOlkC"rs. It may 
be ml:umum wage or equal 
pay for equal work or any other 
welfare measure, the implementa-
tion side is lacking v(:ry much. 
With wh ... tever good intention you 
may bring in this lcgis/;;tion, the 
main point to be stressed again 
and again is th'lt implementation 
part is very importar. so that it 
is strictly adhcred 1(>. Only then 
the workers will be able to get the 
benefit, othcrwite not. 

I would like to men tion two 
or three points connected with the 
amendments. r would like to ex-
press my anxiety in regard to one 
particu Jar provision. FragmC"n ta tion 
i!' going on in the rubber planta-
tion. E!lrIier parent Bi'l of 1956 
was there. The acrC"age fixed was 

(Amci.) sid 

II' I hectares. Most of the rubber 
plantation own("rs began to frag-
ment the whole plant to get away 
from the provision of the enactmen t. 
A large chunk of workers were 
denied the benefit of living. !tis not 
like coffee or t("a or any other plan-
tation. Rubber plantation can 
be very easily fragmented. Lot of 
workers were thrown out of em-
ployment. Those workers could no t 
get minimum living. 

The fr?gmentation particul2.rly in 
ruhber plantations may take pl?ce 
thereby thc workers would be de-
nied all those benefits. So, my 
anxiety regarding this point is t~at 
the Minister should take notIce 
of this. 

The other point which I would 
like to bring to thc notice of the 
Minister is the epua tum connec~ed 
with the :lcn'age or hectare With 
the number of w()rk(~rs. The hec-
tare per number of workers varies 
from plantation to plantation. In 
tea plantation, the equ?tion m?y 
be different. Simih!riy, in coffee 
plantation it differs so also the rubber 
plantation. My hUl~lbJe sub-
mission is that the equatIOn connec-
ted with the acreage or area vis-
a-vis the number of workers, should 
be decided after taking into con-
idera tion the various, different 
and peculiar aspects of the tea 
plantation. So, I suggest that the 
number of workers may be reduced 
'.s sugg~sted by thc various amend-
ments. 

The other thing for which I 
I would like to draw the atten-
tion of the Minister is with regard 
to amount. This Bill has gone far 
from the report of the Joint Select 
Committee, which has suggested 
for Rs. 500/- Now it has been fixed 
as Rs. 750/- to the workers wh? 
are entitled to this benefit. ThiS 
amount is quite insufficient. You 
know, apart trom the field workers 
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connected with the plantation, there 
are other workers connected with 
the industry. There are skilled, un-
skilled and semi-skilled workers 
who are just g ~tting remuneration 
or salary ot more th'ln a thousand 
rupees. Normally, an amount of 
Rs. 750/- is not' enough under the 
present state of 2.£fairs 2.nd the 
quantity of labour involved in 
the plantation work. So, my humble 
submission is that th(~ <Jmount of 
Rs. 750/- may be raised to 
Rs. 1,000/- keeping in view a 12.rge 
numb;;r of workers connected with 
the other part of the same industry 
and who are doing a skilled nature 
of jt)b, arc getting a very good 
salary. I would Jik-:: to m:!ntion 
that th~ Minister may rise the 
amounts to Rs. 1,000 and for which 
certain amendments are moved 
on the matter. 

Another point is regarding 
the compensation th?t has been 
mentioned in this Bill as a result 
01 the collapse 01 a house. This 
is a very meager amount. 
The building materi2.1 and all other 
costs have g<lIle up. M, this 
does not commensurate with 
the high cost that is being spent 
by the workr.rs in building a 
house-even of a substandard type. 
Th~ amount that has been fixed 
as compensation is quite insufficient 
and therefore the amount may be 
enhanced to meet a t least the present 
cost (11 building materials and the 
construction work. 

In the case 01 death or injury 
to a pcrton, the compensation has 
been fiXt~d according to the pro-
visions 01 the Workmen's Com-
pensation Act. I would request 
the h')ll. Minister to enhance 
the amount so that it may do justice 
to the worker. 

The other point is reg;uding 
giving effect to the Act. It has been 
stated that it sh~ll come into force 
on ruch date as the Central Govern-
ment may, by notification in 
the Official Gazette, appoint. 

But unless immediate action is 
taken for the implementation ,bot 
the Act, there is every chance; as 
I mentioned earlier, of break.,up 
or fragmentation, ~spe(lially in 
the. rubber plantation, because. 
of peculiar nature of rubber 
industry. The plantation owners 
may even bi-turcate the planta.;. 
tion thereby the benefits would be 
denied to a large number of wor-
kers. 

With these three suggestions, 
I call upon the hon. Minister to 
consider the matter sympathetically. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : I 
c;;.lled only from the Opposition. 
Your name is there in the list. 
I will call you. 

SHRI CHITTA BASU (Barasat) : 
Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, at the very 
outset I want to bring to the notice 
of the House and the hon. Minister 
for Labour that the °tall claim that 
she has made while introducing this 
Bill for consideration that this Bill is 
designed to protect the interests of the! 
plantation labour, is, in my humble 
submission, not justified. My estee-
med friend, Mr. Rajan, has already 
lightened my burden to prove that 
the claim which the hon. Minister 
has made is not justified. She has 
claimed that this Bill is designed 
to protect the interests of the plan-
tation labour. My comment is 
that it cannot be properly justified if 
you go through the Bill and the Re-
port of the Joint Committee. This 
House had the privilege of consider-
ing a petition in the year 1976 present-
ed by the Secn'iary of the All India 
Plantation Workers' Federation, 
Mrs. Vimala Ranadive; a petition 
was made by hel on the conditions 
of the plantation labour and it was 
considered by the Petititons Committee 
and they nude their obsrvations. 
I will come to that later. 

This Bill provides for registration'·o 
plantations, appointment of addi-
-tional inspectors, rooms for the 



975 Plantation labour 

( Shri Chitta J:lasu) 
children· of women workers, duty of 
of employers for providing accommo-
dation, payment of compensation 
for injury and death due to collapse 
of houses and payment of overtime 
wages. These are the major pry-
visions of the" Bill. But there are 
certain shortcomings. Let me point 
them/out. Number one is, the Bill 
proposes to lower the acreage limit to 
five hectares. I agree that this Amend-
ment will cover a large number of 
plantations, but it will not cover 
all the plantations. Many more 
plantations will be left outside the 
ambit of the Bill. Again, very dan-
gerous consequences are going to 
follow. This I say from my expe-
rience coming as I do from West 
Bengal where tea plantation is an 
important industry. Many planta-
tion owners would now try to reduce 
the size of the plantation estate so that 
they may be left outside the ambit 
of this legislation. Therefore, the only 
remedy is to cover all plantations 
irrespective of sir.c. Unless you go 
in for that, some loopholes will be 
left by which the plantation owne1'l' will 
be able to keep their estate outsiue 
the ambit of this legislation. 

There is another shortcoming. 
You have provided for rooms and 
not creches for women workers. 
The conccpt of 'creche' and the con-
cept of 'room' are not one and the 
same. You are a trade union leader. 
You know the difficulties of the 
women workers. Here the Bill pro-
vides for rooms to look after children. 
That room will be provided only 
where there are more than 20 
children. If the number is l::ss, 
then the employer is not bound to 
provide a room, leave alone the 
question of a modern clcachC'. 

I now come to the question of 
housing. Before, however, coming to 
that, I would only refer to the 
Repolt of the joint Committee .... 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : If 
there are less children, it is good be-
cause we want to control.the popu-
lation ~trowth. 

(Amd.) mu 
SHRI CHITTA BASU: You do 

in your home. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: If 
20 children are there, they will 
provide. If there are less child-
ren, then also they must provide. 

SHRI CHITTA BASU: This 
is what I want to say. The pOint 
is th 1 t a room will be provided if 
there are 20 children in the Estate. 
I want that all the children, even if 
thcir number is less than 20, should 
be provided with that facility. 

I do not say from my own ex-
perience, but my experience is one 
with the experience of the report of 
the Joint Select Committee. The 
Joint Select Committee has ob-
served I quote from their 
report: 

"During the cour~e of the evidenc~ 
tendered before the Commiit-
tee, the representatives of the 
workers emoloyed in the plan-
tatio!l9 stated that the imple-
mentation of the provisions 
contained in the Plantation 
Labour Act, 195 I, particularly 
those which provide for the 
various welfare measures for 
the workers, had not been at all 
satisfactory.' , 

This is the remark given hy the Joint 
Select Committee. 

"They contended that there had 
been more violations than the 
observance of those provisions". 

I want that the hon. Minister 
~hould take note of it. There were 
more violations them the observance 
of the provisions of the Act: 

"Officials of the State Governments 
entrusted with the duties of 
implementing the provisions of 
the Act also admitted that due 
to paucity of inspection stall' 
and transport facilities, they 
had not been able to arrange for 
the inspection of the gardens 
under their supervision to the 
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extent required. The Com-mittee during their tours to the plant.ation areas also obs~rved that In many gardens even the barest minimum facilities such as arrangement for the supply of wholesome drinkino-water, latrines and urinal; provisions of qualified docto~ and medicines, had not been 
~rovided though these ameni-
tl~S were required to be sup-plted by the employers under the Act." 

As a matter of £'1ct, I think the entire house will ao-ree with me that when this Plantatio~ Labour Act of 
1951 is being amended, the object of amendment s~ould be to plug the loophole~~ w~ch have been pointed out by .the Jomt Select Committee. You will agref~I think you must 
awee~that the Jouint Select Com-mittee s recommendations or the spirit of their r~commendations is not ref-l{'ctcd in th(~ Bill. Thcr..rore, I ~ay it is not the acceptance of th'e recommendations of the Joint Select Committ('f' that is important hut it ha s to lw rel]Pctcd in the Bill. T}!e Joint Commit! ce was very mech clear in their mind that the basic ohjec-tiv{' of t he amendment would be to remove tl'(' loopholes and to remove the lacunae and sec that the 1!)5 1 
Act is properly implement((! which 1'<1s not bren clone. No attempt 
I1'1S b~'en made ill the Bill to remove that basic and fimrlamental wt'ak-!less of the 19.')1 Act. Therf'iore, tlte claims made arc not proper, rather it goes to reward the p!;lJIta-tion_owners. While the planta-tion ()W!lerS Lave to be awarded punishment, no acti;n is proposed in the Bill, ra ther they will h(' allowed to go on as they have been going on 
since 1951. 

I will refer to only some obferva-tions of the Petititons Committ('e. As I ha ve already men tioned to yo u this is very important and this was discussed by the Petititons Committee 

of ~h~ House in the year 197&-PetItions Woo 7 It is relevant and it ~ust be known ,to the House-tl.Is concern about the plantation workers of our country because the Hous~ cannot but remain concerned as th-s plantation industry empl~ys more than 9 lakhs of our emplovees. It earns yearly not less tha"!- Rs. 
400 crores in foreir,n exchange. They have contributed for the pros-perity and the export market of our coun-ry. Bllt, unfortunately the workers engagrd in the planta: tion s arc the most neglected ones to-day. Therefore, the Petitions committee ill its wisdom made cer-tain remarl,s which r think, the House should know. 

T quote: 

"From the material placed before them, the Committee are in-clined to ag-rce with the com-plaint of workers that while plantations arf' eaming huge profits, byhaving both internal as Wf'JI as external market, particularly in respect of tea and coffee, the employers are' not considera te enough in providing benefits to worhrs in the sam(~ mf'asure to amelio-rilte their livi'1g concitions, In filct, the Studv Group of the Committee which undrr-took ol1~thf'-spot study visits of nlan ta tiOns recf'iveo nu-nwrious !"epn·:;t·n ta tions from workers about low-wageS. delay in payment of wages and violation of the provisions of the Planta tions La hour Act, 
1!)5 1 , rf'rtuiring the employers to provide amenities to wor-kers. From what the Study Groups have s('('n, it cannot be gains<lid tha t there has been an inexcllsa hIe laxity, neglect and lack ofurgcncyon the part of the authorities in ('nforcing the nrovisions of the Planta-tions J~abour Act, 1!)5l. The! Committee feel that the Centra 
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[Shri Chitta Basu] 
" Government cannot disown its 

responsbility .... 

Are you disowning your responsi-
bility ? 

The Petition Cflmmittr{' s;-tys that 
you cannot dosown your own res-

. ponsibility-. 

I further quote : 

"The Committt'e ft'el that the 
Central Government canllot 
disown its responsibility for 
giving projlt'r and timely gui-
dance to the Sta te Gov('l"llmrntS 

in so far as tht' im1)lementation 
of the variOll~ pro~isions of the 
Plantations I.abour Act, '95', 
is concerned." 

Regarding housing, I only want 
to mention what the Joint Committee 
says : 

"Even then tht' progress of COIlS-

, truction of houses in the plan-
tations has been· very unsalis-
factory and in fact the rate 
of constructiOIl of llOU~t'S has 
gradu:llly declined." 

Madam, Millist('r, IlldY I draw 
your attention to wh;-tt th(' JoiN Co. 
mmittee sa ys ? 

" ... the rate of construction 
of houses has gradually declined. 
The position has not improved 
even by the prosecution of the 
employers as there is a lack of 
desire on their part to take up 
the respomibility of constructing 
houses." 

Sir, I think you won't give me 
much IDOre time. The basic problem 
is the non-irl~plementation of the 
parent Act. It h:iS not been 
touched in any way. The planters' 

interests are. being served. Rather 
the status quo is maintained. The 
status quo is maintained means serviDg 
the interests of the planters. 

Therefore, my point is that the 
claim of the Government is not 
justified. The Bill does not remove 
the basic weaknesses of the parent 
Act. This Bill is only subserving the 
interests of the planters-not the 
plantation labour. I 

THE MINISTER OF STATE 
IN THE MINISTRY OF INDUS-
TRY (SHRIMATI RAM DULARI 
SINHA) : It is quite wrong. 

SHRI CHITTA BASU: Sir, 
by working among the workers, 
I know the trade union art. What-
ever is available you accept. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: And 
improve upon it. 

SHRI CHITTA BASU : Right 
Sir. Therefore I cannot just leave 
it. What has been given we take 
it but what has not been given we 
fight for it. 

I wanted the Govcrnmcn: to 
side with the workers in their struggle 
to achieve what ha~ not been ~lven. 
May I know from the Government 
whether they will side with the 
workers or side with the planters? 
I am justified in my commeht to 
say that the claim made by the 
Minister is not justified. Ther::fore, 
this Bill does not de~erve the whole 
heal ted SUppOi t from the working-
class of our country. But, at this 
stage, I would say that this is a right 
step, a welcome step, to some extent. 
But it is not all that we strive for. 
The basic intere~t is to have a com-
prehensive law of the plantation 
labour. There is a" significant 
characteristic in the fi~ld of labour. 
other benefits are controlled by the 
other laws. 

Here in this case, you will find, 
that all social benefits are also 
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included in the parent Act, namely, 
housing, drinking water, medical 
benefits, etc. etc. But these fringe 
benefits which are embeded in the 
Act of 1951 are not commensurate 
with the benefits which other Acts 
pro~ide for the working class engaged 
In Jute. 

Sir, plantation constitutes an im-
portant sinew of our econOmy. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER 
Please conclude. 

SHRI CHITTA BASU : Sir, 
my last point is that the women 
workers engaged in plantation are 
not getting equal wages for equal 
work although we have got Equal 
Remuneration Act. Even now that 
Act is being violated. What steps 
have been taken by the Government 
to see that this Equal Remuneration 
Act of 1976 is properly honoured. 

Sir, we have come to know from 
the newspapers that Optional Wage 
Survey Committee has submitted 
its report. We will request the 
Government to lay it on tlie Table of 
the House. We are told that it was 
submitted on 1st May, 1980. In 
that report it has been said and I 
quotf' : 

"( I) It has been found that the 
workers' wages have increased, 
that is, man worker's 
wages have been increased 
and not that of the women 
worker; 

(2) The survey also showed that 
women in three plantations 
earn I ess than men. The 
difference in case of Tea 
ranges from I I paisa to 98 
paisa. In the case of coffee 
it ranges from 46 paisa to 
II 7 paisa and in respect of 
rubber it varies from 40 
paisa to 1.}2 paisa." 

Sir, men and women enjoy equal 
citizenship right irrt"'Spective of their 
sex but here a woman Labour Minister 
does not guarantee the right of the • 
woman working class. 

SHRIMATI RAM DULARI 
SINHA : Sir, the hon. member must 
know it that they have been guaran-
teed by the working of the Labour 
Ministry and myself. 

SHRI CHITTA BASU: Sir, 
I want the Minister to go a little 
fast. She is a bit slow. She should 
go fast. 

Sir, with these comments I 
conclude that the Government should 
take effective steps to see that a 
comprehensive Bill of plantation 
labour on the lines I have indicated 
is brought forward. I would also 
urge upon the Government to call 
a conference of the plantation 
workers, Government representatives 
and the plant ation owners to evolve 
a better approach to the problems 
of the plantation workers. I hope 
the plantation labour as they are 
engagClt in an important sinew of 
our cc(lIlomy would rec :ive proper 
attention of the House and the 
Governmeni.. 
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No Court shall take cognisanc(" 
of an offence punish3ble under this 
Act unless the complaint th-:reof 

has been made or is made within 
3 months fromt the date on which 
the alleged commission of the off-
ence came to the knowlegde of the 
Impector. 
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No Court shall take congnisance 
of any offi~nce under this Art except 
on complaint m~d(' by or with 1he 
pJcviotls sanction in writing of 
the Chief Inspector and nO cnutrt 
inferior to that of a Presidency Mag -
istra' e or a l\Jagistrate of the 
second clas~ shall try any off-
ence punishable under this Act. 
I am an ag.grieved person. But I 
cannot go direct to the Court. I will 
have to go through the Chief Ins-
spector. 
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"We feel that by bringing down 
,the acreage limit to 5 hectarea, 
some more plantations may be 
overed. However, a large num-
ber of plantations particulary in 
South will remain uncovered 
by the Bill. This would also en-
able some planters to fur her rc- , 
duce the size of plantations to 
evade the implementation of the 
Act. We therefore plOpose that 
the acreage should be further 
brought down to 2. 5 hectares 
irrespective of the employment 
in the plantations." 
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: You 
have already taken IO minutes. 

"'" ~ ~ mT: n m aNt 
iI1\:r;rr~~~( I ~m t 
fCfi antrCIiT m cru.n ctil ~ ( , 
~ ~ If 1J"&.rt ~ ~ ~ Vt 
('"I 

3f111 ~--16 If(, 1973 ctiT ~ 
m ~ ~ Cfl1fit Cfri' m 
f'cfm ~ I ~ Cfllitl ;f arcr;ft ~ 
1 975 lf ~ 3!h 1975 ifi orn- ~ 
1981 lf P:S*,*,~I~ QT ~ (I ~ ~ 
~ <liT <f4l ~ ~? ~;fA" 
3!'1'1 1973 lf ~ ~ ('-, 1981 ~ 
~efi~on1~omr~~, 8~ 
~ ~ ~ f'Cfi4l I 

~ lf ~ m3!<: -~ on1 omr (, 
~crr~arf~(, ~~~ ~ 
f<;nrr ~ ( 3lh ~ Qc:te q:J 14 e~f if 
ift;rr ( ~ ~ ~ <liT ~ ~ 
(- I ~ar~~~ f'Cfi 
~ cfi m ;fCfiR" or.mr ~ I ~ ~ 
(-~ ~ ofR ~ <ioAT or.rr ~ 
(,~~r,~~ • 
f'<;nf <fin (? ~ lf am- ;f ~ fCfilfT 
( f<;;; m1'f tf ~ 20 arror cmr 
~(,~~50~~~ 
~ ~ arN;f ~ 20 ~ ~ (, ~ 
;a;rifi~~~~~ ~ 
~ I tf ~ ~--~ 19 artW 
~ m Cf1IT ~? 2ll lf4l ~ 
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[~~ ~ WT1TT] 
t-~ ~}(\I" ~~-mn (~ 
n'Um( I 8fNcfi7(~~ 
~ emf 1f: arriftr? am ~ <fiT {{ 
~~~~~, ~ 
h f¥te\i" mr ~ , 5 (Ife'at (It ..tt 
~ 1Rf ~ 8th cti:U Rr lfi ~ 
~I 

'" ~ ~ ~ «Iiic::ij.j\il) : 
~~, tf ¥llil011tJJ 'loom ~ 
~ ~ cfi ii'111Tol' ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ cfi ft;nf nT ~3!'T C I 
~~~~<tilm~~ ~ 
~lf~~~;ffcmm: ~ 
~(arh~m~3I11rrn~ 
~.r~fcfilrr( I ~;f~ 
iffimi1'T ~ ~ fct; ~ ~ m ~ 
or(t, 1980~, ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ 5N'R It'ft ar.ft ~, ~ ttm 
;ftfa ~ ( f'Cfi nr q)T 3{r~df'lC6 
~, ~ ~ f'd.nf If ~ cfi 
~ '1C 1f'ln ~, ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ I 1980-81 it'.:. ~ ~ 
~ $r 5I'fmrcr <r?J arh CfK1 ~ rt. 
~ ~ fucm:1: P,pf lMT ~ or 
~ fCfi ~ ~ 1 0 ~ arhITfifGfi 
~ ~ tflfT ( I ~ q)T ~ CfiroJI' 
~(? ~~~~mn It 
~ (, ~ ~ ~ ;f rnft' S!1"1f 
~ ~ ( m ~ 3Ir?lrf'lC6 &Pf 
lfn~~~(3fh~ m 
~~~3!'T(~~~~~~ 
~ r/ lei( ~;f ~ am:itr ~ 
hi~~~~~mC1IT ~ 
~, mlf'~~~ ~C' fCfi 
~ ~ ~ ;f 1975 If arq;ft' 
~ ~ ~ ~, m am '3;f ~-$r 
~~~, m~~~<fro'i'~1 
CflfTam~~~~~1 ~ 
~ arrOtr ~ f'Cfi ~ m on: ~ 
~(, ~~( I ~-~ ~ 

\fiti am- or ifi:;u ~ ~, ~ qj[ 

am;f \1fltr ~ -m I 

ttq1ft~~~himq: 
iI{f f'ifi ~ ~ ~ if ~~
~ 1ft (- ~ <fiT 1fAT (~ 
~a!h~~~«( ~ 
~ q;It mmlltf ~ ~ arl1f ~ ~ ( Ii 
8fN~~f'ifi~~~ ,or 
18~~~~q;It~
nor q;It tft' ~ ~ ~ or 
~~~,~24~m 
~ f«r 3I'h aNtrt ~ ~ ~ ~ 20 
~~ ~ r.r~~ifi{t 
tft, ~ or ~ ~ <n1: 33 I 600 '{oj'J 
Cfi'{f«r I ~~~r~ 
~cfi~~~(3I'h~W; 
~ ~ ~ ~ (" arh~ ctt ~ ~ 
tfi, ~ C1IT arh ~ ~ tflfT ( I 

1951 ~~~~arhm~ 
~~~m~tflfT(, ~ ~ 
",f<f;~;f~~lfwif" ~ 
~(I 

, , 1>' ..4 
~ CfGfi """'(~=I.?.Mll=I'1 Cf, (f'.lI« lll'1 ~, 

am!' (, ~ if" ~ ~ f'Cfim tflfT ( I 

~~ 10.117 ~ ~ ~ 
'Il, ~ C1IT OR 5 ~ ~ ~ '( 
~ v.-~ C' fCfi w <ri ~ lIT 
~~~~<fT ~ ~ 
~ ~ mr 30 ~ 'OlCT ~ 3IOf 15 
~~( I ~m~ ~~ 
3Jln: 1 5 ~ <ti11r ~ ( ~ 
:;W3fN~<fif1 ~~~ 
3It<~ ~;f~~ ~(fcfi 
~~mr 10 ~~, ar<n: 
w~~~~, m~t%~ 
~~I 

tf~~~ ~ Cf'ifi~ 
~ tf i>IT t% ~ ~ f'Cfim 1T1fT ( 
~ar<n:~~~;f~~ 
'( 3!h ~ fir< ~ ( 3I'h ~ cfi ~ 
cfi~~~~~~'(, or 
~ ~ ~, 1923 ~ aq., 
~ ~ C6w"'~fl8i1 ~ ~ I W 
i" ~ 1ft' ~ 1f'lfT ffi (hi ~ 
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41\11C <1 ~ m ~ ~ 300 ~ 
tft' i q \R1Iii qr ~ 750 'Q'CI1t 
srftr~~f«rw~ I lW~W 
arN "'" fifi (Ud ~ or ~ if 
m1f1iI'~m 1f~(, ~~ m ~ 4\1;e)~" m·;il 1l:a 1i'""( I 

~~~or~q~( 
fcti ~ CflI+Sft(r(1'4 m {Torr ~, 
tf" 1fmfT t:" fcfi ~ ~ <fiIM~1f1l Cf 
~ ani'l' ~~, (ri' ~ ~ I 
arN ~ ~ fcfi ~ CflI~'iiIJ ~ 
I!iTlrri*or~"( I ~rn~
~~~~~tfiarh'3mf 
~~~(arh~~~ 
qftmr"(, ~~ftoo~~ 
~ ~ ~ ,,~ ~ If rn 3fCflC ctl't "( , 
~lf'"~~~ I ~~mr 
If1: ~ ~ CImf ~ arh lhr ~ ~ 
"( fcfi ~ ~ f';rulm: ~ I ~ ~ 
(fcfi~~~~(", ~CflT 
~<fm ~~ ~ I ~ ~:U 
f'I CflHlIQ ~ ~, ~ n -~ ~ 1i'" 
~ 3!llf'lIT I 

If t:t<'i m q;r: . arqo;ft ~ <fiT 3!h 
~~~m~ <fiT3\t{~ 
'mlf ~ ~ ctlT ~ ;fay ~ fcfi cf 
w ~ CiiT ~ 'lfiIFR1CflI~ ~ ~ 
3\t{ mM ~ cfi ~ ~ ~ <fiT ;n: 
~ ;;rr.i' ~ arm«r ~ ~ ('", ~ ~ 
~~ I ;ri~lfrn~1i'"~ 
~mtm~(3fh~~~ 
~ t.t; ~ ~ ~ cfi ~ cfi fm:t 
~~m~ ~~ ;il 
~ <filli' ~~aT "( 3th ~ ~ ~ 
~ c6 ~ ~ ~ I 34 m fqmi' 
mr.r 1i'" ~ tmi fCfltf (- 3th ~ mr.r 
lf~~m~mf~~~ I 

~~c6m~lfw~~~ 
~~ ~ ~ arh f'<nl\ft ~ ~ 
~ f.:'" t.t; cr ij <hi HI f\1 ~ • ~ 
~ ~ 3i'h W <fiT mr ~ 

MR. DEPUTY-SEPEAKER: 
Now, the Minister v.-ill reply. 

THE MINISTER OF STATE 
IN THE MINISTRY OF LABOUR 
(SHRIMATI RAM DULARI 
SINHA): Sir, I am grattful to 
Hon. Member, Shri Ananda Pathak 
Shri B.K. Nair, Shri Era Mohan 
Shri Girdhari La! Vayas, Shri K.A: 
Rajan, Shi Chitta Basu and othel"l 
who have generally supported the 
provisons of the Plantations Labour 
(Amendment) Bill, which would go 
a long way to improve the working 
conditions of the plantation labour. 
I have gerat regards for Shri Chitta 
Basu and so I have no words to say 
anything to him. 

14.00 hrs 

But because he is sitting on the other 
silde of the House he has got every 
right to condemn the working of the 
Government, if at all it is a cons-
tructive criticims and meant to protect 
the interests of workers, and promote 
their welfare. 

As regards equal remuneration, 
the Act has come into force in 1976. 
Hon. Member should know this. But 
his version was related to 1974-75. 
Our Government and I myself arc 
quite eager to enforce this Act, any 
implement it flllly. When it comes in 
the house next, I willlct the Membex· 
know what I have done, and what my 
Ministry is doing. 

As far as Mr. Daga is concerned, 
I have no words to say anything, except 
that he is always ill the habit of mak-
ing some sort of criticism regarding 
my ques~ions and my Bills. I will 
address only these tW( I sentences to 
Mr. Daga. 

mT~~(~rn ~ 

~~~~~~·I 

Some Members have also made a 
number of sggestions , to provide for 
more welfare amenities, and to en.II-
ure that the provisions are strictly im-
plemented. A few othet suggestions 
relate to nationalization of plantations 
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[Shrimati Ram Dulari Sinha] 
etc. I would, however, restrict my-
self to the subjec.t matter of amend-
ments to the 1951 Act. 

Hon. Members have suggested 
that the applicability of the Act 
should be fur,her rt'duced to 2.5 
hectares-as was mentioned by Mr. 
Chitta Basu and Mr. Daga also. I 
would point out that the Stale Govern-
ments are empowered to extend the 
provision:; of the Act to any planta-
tion, without any limit of acreage, 
or number of workers employed here-
in. But we should also think of the 
eco,loIllics of the industry as well as 
the difficulties of enforcement in 
such small plantation". 

:l4·0J 

[SHRI HARINATHA MISRA In the 
chair] 

Hon. Members have also pointed 
out the lack of amenitit:s, namely 
supply of drinking ,\·a·.0~, hasie- mini-
mum' sanitary coaditi,1Us, medical 
facilities, education facilities etc. 
Government is eq·mlly cone-erned with 
the welfare of th~ workers and effec-
tive implementation of the statuatory 
provisioT'.~. 

I would d,'aw the attention of hon. 
Members to the propo~ed amend-
ments to the existing penal provisions 
in the 1951 Act. It is proposed to 
empower the courts to specify the 
period by which the employers would 
be required to rectify hreaches of 
the provision!!. For violation of such 
orders, the courts will be able to 
impose compulsory imprisonment up-
to a period of six months, and a fine 
upto Rs. ~oo/- for everyday in cases 
of nan-compliance of these orders. 
I ha.ve also stated this earlier, when 
I was introduc;ng this Bill to th(" 
House yesterday. Thus, for the first 
time there will be time-bound imple-
menta'ion and compulsory imprison-
ment for violation. of directions. I 
am confident that with these 
strin~ent penal provisions imple-
mentation of the provisins of the Act 
would improve. 

A further suggestion has been 
made that the Act should provide 
for the provision of C .oeches, without 
any refel enC<., to the number of worken 
or n umber of children. I may, in 
this connection, point out that under 
the amended provisions, State Govern-
~ents would be empowered to pro-
v:de for Creches, even where the 
Dumber of women workers or ehildren 
is less than that provided under the 
Act. Mr. Chitta Basu should note 
this. !his would adequately meet the 
reqUlrements of Creches for the child-
ren. Rules to be framed for this, 
would take care of the facilities 
to be provided for the childrer in 
the Creches. 

I am aware of the shortfall in 
tl;1e number of houses being pro-
Vlded for the workers. Latest avail-
able figures indicate that out of a 
total number of 5· 31 lakh eligible 
workers, 3· 72 lakh workers have al-
ready been provided houses. There is a 
plan ~r.heme being administered by 
the Ministry of Works and Housing 
for givi'Lg loans and grants for this 
purpose. I cx,~ect that the shortage 
of accommodation would be 
reduced in the near future. 
I have already pointed out that 
there has heen delay in hringing this 
Bill before the House for consideration. 
As the hon. Members would note, 
Government has accepted almost all 
the recommendations of the Joint 
Select Committee of Parliament. 
With reg .• rJ to the payment ot 
compensation in th~ case ot d~,.th 
or injury due to the collapse ot the 
house provided by th~ pbntation 
to the wGrkers, ('>Qvcrnment has 
provided th1t the compensation 
should be p;lid <\s per provisions 
of tht: WOrkme!L'S Compensation 
Act 1923. I sh:ne the anxiety 
of th(' Hon 'ble Members i.h at Gov-
ernment shQuld bring a c(·mpre-
hensive Bill providing tor more 
amenities .. I would appeal to Hon'ble 
Members to whole heartedly support 
this progresssive measure in the 
interest of welfare of workers. 



893 Plantation labour PAUSA 3, 1903 (SAKA) (Amd.) Bm 394 
SHRI cronA BOSU: She 

did nc·t say anything on the equal 
wages for men and women. 

SHRlMATI RAM DULARI 
SINHA : I am 'concerned with 
that. I have done a lot. It at aII 
you have got any case, you can 
bring it to my notice and I will 
do the needtul. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : The ques-
tion is : 

"That the Bill further to amend 
th~ plantations Labour Act, 
1951. as passed by Ra.iya Sabha, 
be taken into consideration." 

The motion war adopted. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now we 
shall t;;kc up clause by clause 

consideration of the Bill. 

Clause 2 -·Amendment of Section I. 

SHRI MOOL CHAND DAGA 
(Pali) : I beg to move 

Page 2 !ir, e 1,-

for "fitteen" substitute "ten". (I) 

SHRI ANANDA PATHAK 
(Darj-:!cling) : I lxg to move 

P:~ge I, line 11,-

for "5 hectares" Jubrtitute-
"2·5 hectares" (9) 

Page 2, line I, 

for "fifteen" .substitute-"five" (10) 

Page 2, line 4,-

for "cinchona or cardamom" 
.substitute-"Cinchona, moo.icinal 
plants, cardamc.m, coconut and 
other agricultural products" (II) 

Page 2, line 9-

for "5 hectares" substituU 
"2.5. heactares" (12) 

Page 2, line 14,-' 

for "5 hectares" subJtilllte 
"2.5 hectarell" (13) 

SHRI SUBODH SEN (jaJ-
Paiguri) : I beg to move 

Page 2 line 4,-

for "cinchona or cardamom" 
.IubJtitute-

"Cinchona, medicinal plants, 
carciarnom, coconut, betelnut 
and other agricultural rroducts 
for commercial purpose" (29) 

'" ~ mT (~)'t;J 
As far as clause 2 is ooncerned, 
I have said in my amendment subs-
titute "ten" tor "fifteen". 

am;f ~ ~ m ~ f'«T t, 
5 ~~~(m" 10 ~ ~(f 
(fif ~ ~ ~ m'!: gj;;r ~ I 

~~~F~«"f;:"-I ~~~ 
~ ~ (, ~ f~HfFt-1 ;ffc ~ ~ (-

"W,~ trcrciore prop.)se that the 
acreage should be turth(;r brought 
down to 2.5. hectares irrespective 
of employment in the plana-
tions." 

tt~~~ifiTUfR ~ 
~~~fificm5~10~ 
~* ffi'~~~, ;;;;~~~ 
mor ~ ~? ~ <fiT ~ "( fifi 
~ ~ ~ ~ armfi ifiT ~ or 
~I ~-~~~~ 
~ ~ "( arh ~ Cfi't 1Il ~ 
tm:r ~ I 

~ If'' ~ ( fcti ~ nr lfl 
~ lfr.m: If'' il'o;f em!' ~;ft;f ~ 
~ 'If'- ero.r m lri ~ :m1IT 
~~1I"'Jft'~~q~qrr 
~ r 1981 If'' ~ ~ 1ItrT t ~ 
10 atl(r¥l41 ifiT ~ ~ m r II 
q dn-f.,I, ... rn ;r{r ( ~ ~ q:'t 
~~I 
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~~m1 (tmft) 
lfu.-rqtf<6~~Q 

{t.rr ~ I ~ m: fI"11l"r.r ifi ~ 
~ ~ r! ?f ~ ii' f,fq:c( ~ ~ 
~ ~ I I!iIlr ~ ~ ~ CIfi¥t~I<' 
~ ~ ~ m Cflf'l4i\( m l6 "'1t 
m " ~"t';fe( ~ iiIim m Cfrof' r I 

'"""'r q:m: 3I'J'Cl"Cfi'T ~ 1ffi\1f 
t:arT? 
~ ~ W11IT : ~ ~ 1ffi\1f 
~ fc6 .".. rn li'" ~ -~ CflI1f 
1fmfT r. I ~ ~ ( fcli ~ 
.. ~1R (, rn -fi' WCfi! ( , m<r -,' ~'Cfi! ( , 
~.~. art., ~li'"~~~ I 
~ ~, <Rlf'Cfl ~ ~ ~ arcm 
~mtl~~~~~1 
_ ~ ~ ~ q: f¥lfililil ~ ~ 
~1~CfIfl ~(?3fR~ 
~~ti'-~~ ~ Cflf 
«Cfij~ Iqc:)~., Cfl't ~ t ~ ~CflT't'f CfiT 
~~? ~ ~ ~ ~ armft' (r 
arh~~~~~~ ~ 
~~~aT<mam ~ "'If 
~? ~ m *<r f;rffi t ~ 
'fAn: <fiT am-~ ~ I ~ tcm1f 
Cfi't ~ ~ (I m i« 1f' 
~~ I ""'amrr~~~~ 
~q;f~~~ I ~, 
antr~q1r!arh ~ ~ ~ 
~ I ~~fcli~~ ~ 
~ tifiT l!'Fr ~ I 

~ ~: ~ fijfile;< 
1fiT~~~~m~~1 

.mnft '("Pf ~ ~ : lhr ~ 
n-r'I'T~~ I am~~arnr m 
~~~lI"'~w? 

SHRI ANANDA PATHAK : 
First of all, I have said in my amend-

. ment th~t instead ot 5 hf"ct2.res, 
it should be 2.5 h~tarf"s. r have 
alr"~1\1 submitted that when th(" 
pl~ ... tr:rs c:t.me to know that the Joint 
Co'lll1litt-:e was going to reconunend 
something tor the welfare of the 

workers, they star ra ug,netation. 
Therefore, to protect the workers 
from mech3nisation it should be made 
to 2.5 hectares. 

. Secondly, I hwe suglJ~sted that 
mstead of 5 workers, there should 
be 5 workers bL'cause there is c. 
convention of one worker per acre 
in the plantdtions. According to 
th".t , for 2 . .1 hectares, th~r(' sholld 
be five wf)rkers. 

Similarly on page 2, the Bill 
provid('s for dnchona or cardamom. 
H~rc I have enlarged the scope by 
adding cinchona, medicinal plants, 
CRrdamom, coconut and other 
agr;culturpl product·;. I do not 
think the Minister will have 
any difficulty in acceptinp this. 
These plantations arc meant for 
commercial use. And that is done 
through hired labour. I think, the 
Ministt'r will have no objection in 
accepting my amendments. 

SHRI SUBODH SEN: I will 
speak on amendment number 29. 
Now-a-days, new agrieulural crop 
has been c(Jnung up. Previously, it 
was to be used for dome!>tic purposes. 
But now it is being used for commer-
cial purposes. Pine-apple, cetronclla 
gr;\ss and other thing~ me comiPg 
up in hig way and they are being 
used for COllU,lCrGial purposes. Now, 
this amending Bill has come after 
20 y('ars of the original Act. Who 
knows when the next arnendu.g bill 
"ill cC'mc? In the meanwhile, other 
crops will also come up. 

So, I havc laid special emph~sis 
on the term "and other < gricultural 
products for conuncrcid purpose" . 
I hope the hon. MUlister will accept 
this amendment. . 

SHRlMATI RAM DULARI 
SINHA: I have ~lre2dy expl2.ined 
that I am not accepting these amend-
ments. 

SHRI MOOL CHAND DAGA : 
Since the hon. Minhter is net 
accr:pting my amendment, I want to 
withdraw it. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Has the 
bon. Member the leave of the 
House to withdraw his amendment? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : 
Yes. 

..Amendment No. I was, by 14ave withdrawn 

MR. CHAIRMAN : I will 
now put the amendments moved by 
Shri A'1anda Path:lk, to the vote of 
the Housr. 

Amendments Nos, C/, 10, II, 12 and 
13 were put alld negatived 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I will LOW 
put the c.mcndmcnt moved by 
Shri Subodh Sen to the vote d the 
House. 

Amendments No. 29 W{l,) put and 
negatived 

MR. CHAIRMAN : The qurs-
tion is : 

"That cla.use 2 stand part of the 
Bill." 

The motion was adoptea. 

Clarlse 2 was added tn the Bill. 

'Clause 3 P,'ge 2, line 2 I -Amend-
ment of Section 2. 

SHRI MOOL CHAND DAGA : 
I beg to move : 

for "rupees seven hundred and 
fifty" substitute - "rupees one 
thousand" ( 2) 

SHRI ANANDA PATHAK 
I . beg to move 

Page! 2, line 21,-

jor"runees seven hundred and 
fifty" substitute -"rupees or: e thou-
sand and five b undred (excluding 
fringe benefits)" (14) 

SHRI SUBODH SEN : I beg 
to move 

Page :.:, line 21,-

for "ntpec<; seven bundr"d 
and fifty" substitute".-rupees one 
thousand and five hundred basic 
(excluding frirge benefits)" 
(3 2) 

IIli 't" .... WTfrT ~ ~ , 
~j~(fCf(!Cf I1If~q~ arrq; ~ ~ 
<fiT arrr 3j Ifer f<6<.'1 3 9 ~ I arrr ~ 
(- tCfi t[cfi arroft' arq-;f ifi"fl <.fiT ~ 
~m~, ar;;if ~ li" ~, ~ 
2 , 400 <6'<.'11 Gill tn;:6 ~, aram 
~ ri ~ "" CfiT ~ aram 
~ ~ I err CRT arrcr ~ r 
~ 750 ~ It ~ ~ {f~? tt 
~ ~ fcIi ~ iIj"j'q' 1 ,000 m ~ 
<ti1f ;r ~ I ~ 750 m ~ 
~ ~ ~ I «< ~ '<.'1j;e\i" m ijf ~ 3!h ~ <tIT ~ Cfif 
3Ih ~ ~ 'fOr ~ <fi"m (. ~ 
~lt~~~~( I trr 
OTN 1,000 -m Cflfi ~ ~ ~ 
750 m ~ ? ~ arrcr ~ (-
~<6, iIj"j'q'~~~ I 

~~: ~~tom ( 
~ ~ arq;rj1 ~ ~ I 

1Ili""" .... mr: H~~ ~ 
~ ~ ( aj'1J"{ 1fA' ~ err ~ ~ 
<fIT iffir or{t (I 250m arh ~ 
~ 

SHRTMATI RAM DULARI 
SINHA : I do not aCcept it. 

SHRI ANANDA PATHAK: 
The purpose (\f my amendment is 
to increase the limit to Rs. 1,500. 
A committee has recently submitted 
its r<1l0rt the.. t the price of the plan-
tation crops has gone up twice or 
thrice. 
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[Shri An-nda Pathak J 
The basic fa('t of Rs. 1500 in 

the case of clerical & medical staff 
h2.s already bee~. accepted. 

What is the difficulty for the Minis-
ter to accept this established f?oct ? 
I once again request the Minister 
to accept my amendment--Rs. '500 
excluding frigne benefits. 

SHRI SUBODH SEN: My 
amendment is S<'lf exphmatC'ry. I 
need not say anything'. 

SHRIMATI RNvI DULARI 
SINHA . I have alrC'ady explained. 
1 am not goiul{ to accept. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : Mr. Daga, 
are you withdrawing your ame-nd-
ment No. 2 to Clause 3 ? 

SHRI MOOL CHAND DAGA 
Yes. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is the plea-
sure of the House that amend-
rr·cnt NO.2 to Clause 3 moved by 
Shri Mool Chand Daga be with-
dra\\<n ? 

Amtndment .!Vo. 2 was, by levae, 
withdrawn. 

MR. CHAIR11AN : I shall 
now put amepdment No. 14 to 
Clau~e ~ moved by Shri Ananda 
Pathak to the vote of the He use. 

Amendment }tIo. 14 was put and 
",gatived. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : I sh<.ll 
now put amendment No. 32 to 
Clause 3 moved by Sllri Subodh 
Sen to the vote of the House. 

Amendment .No. 32 was put and 
nega'ived. 

MR. CHAIRMAN ; I shall 
now, put ClaUS(" 3 to the vote of the 
HO\l!le. 

The question is : 

"That Clause 3 stand part or 
th~ Bill." 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 3 was addJd to thrJ Bill." 

Clause 4- Insertion of"er» Chapter 18 

SHRI MOOL CHAND DAGA : 
I beg to move : 

"Pa~e 2, lines 28 and 29-

for "as it thinks fit s"b.~titute
"n( t below the rank of Deputy 
C(llletor", (3) 

"Page 3, line 4,-

after "sub-section (I)" insert-
"alld after making such fUI ther 
inquiry as he rr,ay consider 
necessary" (4) 

, F", 
"Page 3, line 32,-

for "as expeditiously as possible'" 
sub.ltitute-"\\<ithin thr~e meonths" 
( 5) 

SHRI A1~AND 
I ber to move : 

"Page 3, line 32,-

PATHAK. 

for "as expeditiously as p(,ssible", 
Jubstitute -"within sixty days" (15) 

MR CHAIRMAN: Mr. Daga 
do you want to press your ::mend-
ment ? 

~HRI MOOL CHAND DAGA : 
Yes, I want to speak. 

I am just painting out as it is 
provided-

"appoint such persons being 
gazetted officers" What type of 
gazetted officers? So, I said, 
'not below the rank of Deputy 
Collector' • 
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When you want to appoint, he must 
be at least not below the rank of 
the D~putx Collector. What do you 
mean by 'gi\Zet~ed officer"? Even 
a police officer is a~azetted offic~r. 
I have not understood this. So, he 
must be not below the rank of the 
Deputy Collector. After all, you 
give powers to impose fine and to 
register an institution under the Ac.t .. 
He C.lll book the owner under any 
of ~h': S:ctions. You have never 
said, it is as prescribed. 1 is not 
priat:d ;.s "as prescribed". So, I 
say. h' should be not bdow the 
rank ,.f the Deputy Collect(,r. 

SHRI A. K. ROY : (DHAN-
BAD) : It is very much convincing. 

SHRI ANANDA PATHAK : 
My simple amendment is that 
instf:ad of the words "as expeditiously 
as possible". I wan t to make it 
specifk, that it should be "within 
sixty days". Th;t is my amendment 
in Cl use 4. 

MR CHAIRMAN : Mr Daga, 
3re YOIl withdrawing your amend-
ments ? 

SHRI MOOL CHAND DAGA: I 
Wf)uld like to withdmw these amend-
mt'nts. 

MR CHAIRMAN: Has Mr. 
Daga the leave of the House to 

withdraw these amcndmcI,ts ? 

SHRI AX. ROY : No. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : I shall now 
put Amcndments NO.3, 4, and 
5, movt'd by Sh ri Daga to the vote 
of the Houst'. 

The question is 

"Page 2, line lines 28 and, 29,-

for "as it thinks fit", tUbstitute-
"not below the rank (,f Deputy 
Collector" (q ) 

"Pag.! 3, line 4,-

after "sub-section (I)" inslrt-
"and after making such fursher 
inquiry as r.e may consider 
nccessa ry" (4) 

"Pilge 3, line 32,-

for "as expeditiously as possible" 
jubstitute "within three months" 
(5) 

The Lok Sabha divid~d 

Division No.6 J [ 14.34 hrs. 

AYES 

Choudl'ury, Shri Saifuddin 

Das, Shri R.P. 

Ghosh Goswami, Shrimati Bibha.. 

Halder, Shri Krishna Chandra 

Jharkhande Rai, Shri 

Mahata, Shri Chitta 

Masudal Hossain, Shri Syed 

Misra, Shri Satyagopal 

Mohammt"d Ismail, Shri 

MUkl"crjee, Shri Sarnz..l 

Rajan, Shri K..A. 

Roy, Shri A.K. 

Ro y, Pradhan, Shri Amar 

Saha, Shri Ajit Kumar 

Sen. ShFi Subodh 

Shastri, Shri Ramavatar 

Suraj Bhan, Shri 

Verma, Shri R.L.P. 

Yadav, Shri Vijay Kumar 



Plant,tion labour DECEMBER 24, 1981 '(Amd.) Btu' 

NOES 

Appalanaidu, Shri S.R.A.S. 
'Bansi LaI, Shri 

Behera, Shri Rasabehal'i 

Bha~a'1 De''', Acharya 
'Bhoye, Shri Reshma MOliram 

'Bodj~Pllli, Shri Raj1~opaia Rao 

-clal1raSh~kharSjn'~h, Shri 
·C ha'.urv'!ct;, Shr;mlti ViJyawuti 

Choudary, Shri Chitturi Subba Rao 

Daga, Shri Mool Chand 
Dalbir Singh, Shri 

Das, Shri A.C. 
Dev, Shri Sontosh Mohan 
Devarajan, Shri B. 

Era Anbarasu, Shli 
Fernandes, Shri Q!lcar 
Gadhavi, Shri Bheravadan K. 
Giteraj Singh, Shri 

Go mango, Shri Giridhar 

Jamilur Rahman, Shri 
Kandaswamy, Shri M. 
Karma, Shri Laxman 

Kosalram, Shri K.T. 
Kshirsagar, Shrimati Kesharbai 
Madhuri Singh, Shrimati 

Mahabir Prasad, Slui 
MallikaIjun, Shri 
Mayathevar, Shri K. 

Mishra, Shri Vma Kant 
Misra, Shri Nityananda 
Motilal Singh, Shri 
Mukhopadhyay, Shri Ananda Gopal 

MW'Ugian, Shri S. 

-Nagina Rai, Shri 

Nandi YeUaiah, Shri 

Narayana, Shri K.S. 

Nctam, Shri Alvind 

Nikhra, Shri Rameshwar 

Panigt ahi, Shri Chintamani 

Parmar, Shri Hiralal R. 

Patel, Shri Ahmed Mohammed 

Patil, Shri A.T. 

Patil, Shli Chandrabhan Athal'e 

Patil, Shri U ttamrao 

Patnaik, Shrimati Jayanti 

Pushpa Devi Singh, Kumari 

Ravani, Shli Navin 

Saminuddin Shri 

Satya Deo Singh, Prof. 

Shailani, Shri Chandra Pal 

Shakyawar, Shli Nathuram 

Shankaranand, Shri B. 

Sharma, Shri Kali Charan 

Sharma, Shri Nand Kishore 

Shastri, Shri Hari Krishna 

Sidnal, Shri S.B. 

Sinha, Shrimati Ramdulari 

Soren, Shri Hari Har 

Sreenivasa Prasad, Shri V. 

Suitanpuri, Shri Krishan Dutt 

Tayyad Hussain, Shri 

Tewary, Shri Kri!lhna Prakash 

Vairale, Shri Madhusudan 
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SHRI ANANDA PATHAK: Sir. Venkata~ubbaiah, Shri P. 

Vyas, Shri Girdhari La} 

Wagh, Dr. Pratap 

Wa'inik, Shri Balkrishna Ramchandra 

Zainul Basher, Shri 

MR. CHAIRMAN : Subject to 
..correction, the re; ult* of the Division 
is: Ayes 19: Not's 68 

The amendments are negatived. 

The motion was negfll,ived. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : I ~hall no w 
put Amendment No. IS, moved by 
Shri Ananda Pathak to the vote of 
the Hous':, 

Amendment No. 15 was put and 
fl4gatived. 

is 
MR' CHAIRMAN : The question 

"fhat clause 4 stand part of 
the Bill." 

The motion was adopted. 

CLause 4 was added to the Bill. 

CLause 5 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 6-.1mendment of Section 
12 

MR. CHAIRMAN : There are 
amendments given notice of to this 
Clause. Mr. Daga .... He is not 
present. 

-

I beg to more : 

Page 4, line 17,-

for "fifty" substitute-"five" (I 6) 

Page 4, lines 20 and 21, 

for "the number of children 
of women workers (including 
women workers employed by any 
contractOl) is twenty or more" 
substitute-

"any number of children of 
women workers (including women 
workers employed by any con-
tractor) are there"(17) 

PaK' 4, line 30 ,-

for "fifty" substitute-' 'five" (18) 

Page 4, line 33,-

for "the num ber of children of 
women workers is less than 
twenty," 

substitute-

"any number of children of such 
workers arc thne" (19) 

SHRI SUBODH SEN: Sir, I beg 
to move: 

Page 4, line 33,-
or "the number of chlidren of 

women workers is It'ss, than twenty" 
Substitute-
"any number of children of 

such women workers are there" 
(37) 

SHRI ANANDA PATHAK : My 
Amendment is very simple. Instead ---The following Members also recor ded their votes: 

AYES: Dr. Subramaniam Swamy, Sarvashree Shibu Soren, Sunil Maitra 
Ananda Pathak, MatHaI Hasda, L. S. Tur and Ajit Bag. 

NOES: Dr. Krupasindhu Bhoi, Sarvashree Bheekhabhai, D. L. Baitha 
Manoranjan Bhakta, Jagan Nath Kaushal, K. Pradhani, Doongar Singh 
and Fatehbhan Singh Chouhan. 



407 DKCBMD_ 24, Ull (Amd.) mn 408 

[Shri Ananda Pathak] 
of fifty workers, I have said five. 
There should be no difficulty, to 
accept this amendment. I hope the 
hon. Minister will accept it. 

(Interruptions) 

My Amendment No. 17 is also very 
simple. Instead of twenty children, 
I have said, 'any number'. This is 
a very simple amendment. I think 
that will also he considered and 
accepted by the hon. Minister. In 
case of 15, I have said 5; instead of 
"twemy' children, I have said 'any 
number'. I hope the hon. Minister 
will consider and accept my amend-
ments. 

(Interruptions) 

MR. CHAIRMAN : Have you 
any' hing to say ? 

SHRIMATI RAM DULARI 
SINHA : I do not accept them. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : All right. I 
will put amendments No. 16, 17, 18 
and 19 to vote. 

ATTI£ndments Nos. 16, 17, 18 and '9 
were put and negatived. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : I will not 
put Amendment No. 37 moved by 
Shri Suhodh Sen to vote. 

ATTI£ndTTl£nl No. 37 was put and 
negatived. 

is: 
MR. CHAIRMAN: The question 

"That claues 6 stand part of 
the Bill." 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 6 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 7 was added to the Bill. 

CbuuIe . IJ-.lnsertion of new sections 
16A to 16G 

SHRI ANANDA PATHAK. : 
I beg to move : 

"Page 5, lines 19 and 20,-

Omit "and he collapse in not 
solely and directly attributable to 
a fault on the pal t of any occupant 
of the house or to a natural 
calamity" (20) 

"Page 6, line 2,-

fOT "six month" 
"twelve months" (21) 

"Page 6, line 5,-

for "six months" 
"twelve months" (22) 

"Page 6, line 6,-

substitute-

substifute-

jor "six months" substitute-
"twelve months" (23) 

MR. CHAIRMAN : All the 
amendments given notice of hy Shri 
Subodh Sen are covered by the 
Amendments ofShri Ananda Pathak. 

Shri Ananda Pathak may now 
speak on his Amendments. 

SHRI ANANDA PATHAK : I 
have ·given amendment No. 20 to 
omit the works 'and the collapse 
is nol solely and directly attributable 
to a fault on the part of any occupant 
of the hous~ or to a natural calamity'. 
These words should be omitted. If 
these words are retained, the workers 
will never get the compell.'!ation be-
cause the employers will, on one 
plea or the otl,er, deny the compen-
sation to the workers. So I have given 
my amendment to omit these works 
so that the workers may get the 
compensation. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Minister 
has noting to say. I will now put 
Amendments No~. 20,21, 22 and 23 
moved by Shri Ananda Pathak to 
the vote of the House. 

Amendments Nos. 20, 21, 22 and 23 
Wlte put and negaMi. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Now the 
question is 

"That Clause 8 stand part of the 
Bill". 

The motion was adopted. 
'Clause 8 was added to the Bill. 
Clauses 9 to 12 were added to the Bill. 

Clause 13 Insertion oj new Section 
37A. 

SHRI ANANDA PATHAK: I 
beg to move: 

"Page 9, line 10,-

for "six months" substitute 
"twelve mont h~' (24) 
"Page 9, line 11,-

for "three" substitute-
"five" (25) 

Sir, my amendments are very 
simple. My contention is that it 
should be 12 months instead of six 
month; as propo!Wod in the Bill. Now, 
in t:'e Bill it has been proposed th.t 
the fine is Ri>. 300. My amendment 
is that it should be Rs. 500. These 
amendment~ are very simple and 
I ho;)e the Minister would agree to 
my amendments. 

SHRTMATI RAM DULARI 
SINHA : I do not accept. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : I shall not 
put the Amendments No~. 24 and 
25 moved by Shri Ananda Pathak to 
the vote of tl~e HousC'. 

Amendments No. 24 and 25 were 
put and negati~)ed. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now the 
.q uestion is : 

"That Clause 13 stand part 
of the Bill" 

The motion was adopted. 
Clause 13 was added to the Bill. 
Clause 14 was added to the Billi. 

CIa_ I-Short title and co~ 
menI. 

SHRI ANDNDA PATHAK:' I 
beg to move : 

Page I, line 5 and 6, 

for "on such date as the Central 
Goverrunent may, by notification 
in t.he official Gazettee, appoint" 

Suhstitute-"with immediate 
effect". (8) 

Sir, the Act was passed in 1951. 
But unfortunately it has not been 
properly implemented. It was a:'an-
doned and kept in t he cold storage. 
If the Government is serious enough 
and sincere enough to look after the 
weIf are of the plantation workers, I 
hope the Govenrment would agree 
to my amendment, namely -

in plac eor "by notifictaion in 
the Official Gazette appoint" 

s!lbstit'de the works "with 
immediate effect." 

I hope that the hon. Minister would 
accept my amendment. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I shall now 
put the Amendment No.8 moVed by 
Shri Ananda Pathak to the vote of 
the house. 

Amendment .vo. 8 was put and 
negati'ved. 

MR. CHAIRMAN Now, the 
question is : 

"That Clause I stand part of the 
Bill". 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause I was added to the Bill. 

The enacting formula and the Title 
were added to the Bill. 
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SHRIMATI RAM DULARI 
SINHA : I teg to move: ,.j ,:~_~ 

"That the Bill be passed" 

MR. CHAIRMAN : Motion 
~oved : 

"That the Bill be pas8ed" 

• (",I_dl( ~ (q-rn) : ~ 
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~, artn: ~ ~ ~ ~ tf 
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~trr, ~aMtDrr~( I 

~~<til~~~ If- <IT 
~~~~cmnmrn 
~ I ~ isf',"(1" mrr.r tf ~ ~, 
ri ;nIT ~ ~-f~ ~ .~ ~ 

firm ~I ~~.~. nR~ 
~ <til ~ tit I ~ qtt nf! 
1f-~ m ~ If'' ~ -CfT11'r.r'f Cfi 
JJf1f-~ ~ ~ I ~-~ m 
~tf, .~tft, ~~, g tf I 
~ <1Prt ;f ~ hlGf.l4d i.fi1 f'a:i ~ 
m1T'l -sf- ~ ~ ~ ~ -~ if' CfiT1f 
~~~~~~ <fi r, ~~tf~~ ~ 
~t.tT ~ ( I ~ i.fi ~lr<1i.fll ;f 
~~~~qttt, ~ ~ 
~ Cflr"b.,I( ~ t I ~ ~ f;nnr 
t~~~~~~~ * 
~ r m ~ m«n' <tiT lft ci' ~
~~ ~~li'"~m ~ ~ 
~'fT ir.rr ~ I m lI'" lMT ~ 
~~~~f'i.fiem~~~ 
~ ~qm~ I ~~t m 
~~~"~~~~ I 
~~cf~o~, ~lfo/I1m 
~ ~ ;r{t {f'll I 

~arN~~qt ~ ~' 
1tm 26 ~ mt ~ ~ ~ ('". 
~mr-~~~~{t~ 
1f-{M~. ~~ ~ (1'. 
~{ftfT~am: ~(T I ~ 
mtfr r ~ ~ ;j~faI~ ~ ~I 
¥tlil« <l <6 ~ ~ ~ ~ <fiT ~ 
(~~~~W ~ 
~~?ttmr~w ~ I 
~ ~ ~ 1\1 i.fll'l d <Ifii ~ 
~, mfCI'i ~ ~ ~ (T 
ril 



413 Plantation labOUT PAUSA 3, 1903 (SAKA) (Amd.) Bill 414' 

~ ~ ~ I \3'1cn ~ m ~ ~ ~ ctt ~ (I ~ ct-
Q~~ ~trrsrl<.fiT ~ "#~(-I~~ ~ 

,J11f1fI'I' W If ~ 1!1l1 (, ~ ~ . ~~~( I ~~~-
1I'(t( I 'IfI1f~ ~ "~~ ~'(~~~W ~ tmfT 
q:tr {t ~ mNiT ~ (I OIIT- (I ~ m <.fiT n;:tf or{t~-
~, 3(r~rf1liif, 3!h ~ <tiTlf ctt ~ (' I ".dO,"! ctt ~ armtn" 
ft ~ ~ ~ t.t'lI~c:q\of ~ ~(1 ~Cf1~~~~ 
snt(r( I ~~1f;mr,~, ~ 11f-fm;r~~C'~~ 
~, ~m~trl~f<:f;m ~~~~ ~ ~-
~ (' I CiClNlf<~ <r&!Cfl~U' ~ ~ ~ m (, 4lr~Cfll("';s If oll.r.",,,,,,., ( 
~ ~ (, ~ ii111"R (,-, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ctt ~ dll'r.",,,,'ti,., ." 
~ If ~ m-r ;rr.rr ~ trr ~ 3th ~ ctt ~ lft ~ ~. 
q:'r ~ <nn (I W ~ ~ ~ ~ iIl1TT'I" ~ ~ ~. 
~ ~ ~-~ 1f 7.fiT'1 m - t:mf ~ ni I 
,.~~~~ 3th ~ ~ 
~~~trr ~ ~ ~ 
~ I~, ~, -mr, ~-
~, QWr~, ~, ~-: 
", Cfi1mf, ~, 3Tffmr, ~, 
~ 3fTR <fiT ~ ~ 1f mm ~T 
~ trr I tf- am'rr Cli<CiT ~ fer. ~-'i 
~lft~~r.trrum;~ I 

~ 'f17f 0f1lTr.I"f <iil ~ ~ .nr cr.i' 
'" ~ ~ ~ m 3Tf<nr. <iil 3f'Tl1 ~ 
(' I ~ m<1 ~~ <fiT f'ill("'!Cfl f 
~~~~<nn( I ~3!T<m1 

.. ~~~, ~ ~ ~ 
~ <r.1 ~:"''1 ~ I ~ ~ ;r.r 
~ m iITlfT I :aqf'l<\'!llql-n ~ ~ 
{'f~3TT~~~, ~mlIT 
~ ;mr <f. m~ mft ~ cr.r 
~'I"~~;f'lri"!fOl"~3fT~ 
r(-, ~~~marTw'it I 

1951 1f ~ <r.!T ~ ~ <fiT <Wt 
or{r ~ lflI1 I ~ ~ ~ 
if ~ trr f'<I:; ~ <.fi'i' <11TreT< ~ <fiT 
r.rn&1Vr ~ WIT 'ifT~ ~~ ~ 
or ~ f<fm I m'lrf(f;f ~ n 
t.ft~l!""~~~~~~ 
~~ ~(, ~-rw:~ 
(, ~ m.rt ~ <I' ~ ~ ~ 
~(-, ~~<fi(~~ I 

~q'1f~~~~~~ (I 
8IW~~~~~ anm; <tt 
~ml ~~-n:~~ 

SHRI SUBODH SEN (Jalpaiguri): 
Though our amendments have been 
lost, I welcome thL Bill since it is 
an improvement on the parent Act. 
In the meantime, J shodd point out 
that the origind Act suffers from 
certain limitations which I thought 
would have been removed by this 
amendment. 

As a matter of fact, in the original 
Act tl:ere has been no specific con .. 
notation of the term employer. 
What happeIL~ ill the tea gardens? 
As per Articles of Associatioll of 
the Joint Stock Company, the Board 
of Directors is the utlimatt- autho-
rity, but in the tea garden level, 
the workers are employed by the 
Manager. So if there is any con-
travention of the Act in regard to 
supply of wholesome drinking watf:l , 
in regard to housing, in regard to 
medical treatment t hat paid Manager 
is being prosecuted. But the ul'~
mate authority who draws up lhl-
budget, who decides what is to be 
spent on medical items, whether 
a deep tubcwclI would have to lx 
dug for supplying wholesome wa'er, 
all this is the bu.crines.~ of the Board 
of Directors. But at the garden 
level, the appointment letter u 
issued not by the Board of Directors 
or the MD hut the Manager, He 
comes in for prosecution, I thoug~t 
this po!>ition should have IJCen clan-
fled in this amending Bill, but 
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[Shri Subodh Sen] 
nowhere that pOint has been 
given. Though it is late, I would 
still hope that the Minisrer ohould 
see and deville some ways aJ'ld means 
SO that the connotation could be 
given. I would not have said it 
but yesterday: some hon. member 
from that side rubbed West Bengal. 
I do not know why he rubbed West 
Bengal. How West Bengal came 
into the picture? But for the know-
ledge of this House I should say 
that during the tenure of the left 
front government during the I 1St 
four years, the workers have been 
able to wrest from the employer's 
hands that much money which f hey 
could not get during the period of 
he last 100 years. 

On the eve of 1977, in Duars, 
West Bengal the workers had 

[M~. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair] 

been getting Rs. 4.20, and in 
between the period of IlJ77 upto 
IgBr, in the cOllfse of these four 
years, workers have got another 
increment of Rs. 4.80, what the 
workers coald get during the pre-
ceding period spreading over 100 
years they got it within four yean, 
that is due to the unity of the work-
ipg class includiI.g INTUC and the 
lending hands of the left fIOnt gov-
emmeut. He does not know any-
thing about it. He has un-
nece:;sarily raised the point which 
does not arise here. 

~ ~~l ~:~ 
;.fr, tf'" riP.fi (1¥lICldl( ~, am:. 
~. lft' <nrr, ~ ~ ~ ~ 
cr.rr ~ ~I ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The 
question is: 

"That f he Bill be passed." 

The motion was adopted. 

---
15-00 hrs. 

INDIAN IRON AND STEEL 
COMPANY (AQUISITION OF 

SHARES) AME~DMENT BILL 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now 
w~ take up Indian Iron and Steel 
Company (Acquistion of Shares) 
Amendment Bill. Time allotted is 
one hour. I want hon. M~mbers' 
cooperation in completing the Bill 
today. 

THE MINISTER OF COM-
MERCE AND STEEL AND MINES 
(SHRI PR~NAB MUKHERJEE): 
t &eek consideration by the Lok 
Sabha of an amendm('nt to the 
Indian Iron & Steel Company (Ac-
quisition of Shares) Act, 1976, which 
will help alleviate the sum'rings of 
the genuine ex-share holders who 
could not file their claims in time. 
The hon. Members are aware that 
the man:l.gcment of the Indian Iron 
& Steel Company Limited was taken 
over by the Government of India 
in public interest, with effect from 


