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MR. SPEAKER : The hmoh hour 
is diapensed with. This is the last 
day. If you skip overit, it is good to 
keep good health. 

CALLING A TI'ENTIO~ TO 
MATTEROF URGEI\7 PUBLIC 

IMPORTANCE 

DELAY IN COMPLETION OF PATNA-
HAJIPUR GANGA BRIDGE 

SHRI HARIKESH BAHADUR 
(Gorakhpur) : I call thf" attention of 
the Minister of Shipping and Trans-
port to the following matter of 
Urgent Public Import:>nce and re-
quest that he may make a statement 
thereon: 

"The reported inordinate tiday 
in compktion of Patna-
Hajipur Ganga brid!iC' duf'to 
indifferenc(' on ttl(' part of the 
authorities. " 

12.16 hrs. 

[MR. DEPC1y-SPEAKER lJl the C/Ul/rl 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF SHIPPING 
AND TRANSPORT (SHRI BUTA 
SINGH) : Apparently, the Member 
is referring to the bridge over the 
river Ganga at Pat.na. It is a State 
project and the Govt. of Bihar are 
primarily concerned as under the 
Constitution, the Govt. of India are 
primarily responsible fO!' rO<lds de-
clared as National HighwilYs. All 
roads other than National Highwavs 
in Statf"s are essentially the rf"sponsi-
bility of the Sta te Govt. concerned. 

Although as indicated above, the 
bridge in question is a State project 
and is essentially the responsibility 
of the Govt. of Bihar. In order to 
assist the State Govt. financially in 

of Pat1l4-Ha;ipUr 
the construction of thia hridge co. 
mmenced in 1972 the Govt. of India 
agreed to provide in the Fourth Plan 
a non-plan loan not exceeding Rs. 4. ~ 
crores towards fifty per cent of the 
expenditure on the bridge during 
tha t plan, the entire balance being 
met by the Sta te C'.70vt. from their 
own resourc("s. A~ there was nO 
provision for such an assistanc(" for 
thi .. bridge undN the subsequent plans 
the State Govt. hove been financing 
the bridge since th~ll entirely from 
their own resources. 

The brid~(' with a two-Ial1(, suncrs-
tructure and four-lane foun da tion 
is likely to be complete d during 
March, 1982. The bridge, when 
completed, is estima ted to cost R!!. 
46 crOlTS. 

The Govt. of Bihar hd Vt been 
pressing-for thl' f'xt(>lISioll of this bridge 
loa four-Iallc caniageway. Recently, 
it has been decided that sp('cia! 
assistance to the GIIVL of Bihar 
could be cOllsideff'd in the Sixth 
Five Y rar Plan for tIl(' a bo\'(' ex-
tension subject to an o\,(,l'<ill ceilin~ 
or Rs. 18 cr0res less tlv' n'ceipts 
from toll tax which should bea 
m.inimum ofRs. 3 CWITS. This assis-
tance would, how('\'('r, be av<~iLtble 
on!;' if the total Sixth Five Year Plan 
exn'enditure oftlle Stilte Govt.exceed 
Rs'. 3225 crores and the excess expen-
diture is found attributable to this 
project. 

In anv cas~ the basic f<let remains 
that the'bridge in question is a State 
projt'ct and the Statf' Govt. are 
prim<1rily concf'n:ed in thc matter. 

SHRI HARIKESH BAHADUR : 
Sir, I have heard thc statement of 
the hon. Mm1ster. ThIS 1S a very 
!mportli.nt br1dge', whiCh has got 
national and international impor-
tance. There was a dISCUSSIOn In 

this House on the 25th November 
1980 whcn the hon. Minister of 
Shipping and Transport, who has 
been sitting here and who has just 
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PAUSA 3, 1963 (SAKA), Gan.gC Brid"e (CA) , 
ntlW left the House, .'d that the 
bridge w\luld be completed by 
December Ig81. After 5 or 6 days 
this year will come to an end i:~nd the 
neW year w'!I co:nmence. He sa!d 
at that tIme that the bas;c respon-
sib:I:ty.is that of the Stare Gover'l-
ment. The same th:ng is beinq 
repeated today also. We are rc::,dy 
to accept it. But the po.nt.s th~.t 
the hon. M1Ulstcr stated I<,st year, 
while answenng the qUeStion, tna t 
he would take up the issue with the 
Planning Commission and the 
Finance Ministry regarding the funds 
demanded by the State Go\'ern-
ment. Now r. different reason is 
being. given, cnnnected with the 
Sixth Plan. If this is the state (f 
affairs, I do LOt know how much 
!tme it will t.o take fo" th~ comple-
tion of the bf.dg-::. Originally, the 
contract 10r the construct.or: of th~ 
br.dge waS g.ven by the State 
Government to Gammon Ind.a 
L,m.ted or- the- 5th June, 1972. 
Th,s con Lract was gwen 0'1 s-6-1972. 
It was tf) be completed by IC)79. 
Last year, .n his reply the hnn. 
M.n.ster S<,"ld that a~ per the State 
Goven'mcnt .t would be co'upl"reLl 
by December, 1981. Iq8r .s gOIng 
to be (Iv/'r. But th~ br.dge .~ 110t 
co:nplete because of several other 
lac tors. Thf' bas.c factor rcspoI,slble 
for thIS delay .s c()rruvt,on. Some-
ttmes .t IS saId th:tt cr:mcnt .s not 
~vallable. It cpment .s gIven, th~y 
say th.s Cell1CIl' IS useless and that 
cement .s rejected. SomeLmes ttey 
say cranes i\re not working properly. 
There are severe I pomts wh.ch are 
alw;-;ys stated m thIS reg:\rO. Last 
year wh~ll th~ Minister was replying, 
he gave five reasons for non-comple-
tion Qfthe bridge in th"! year 1979 ; 

T. Shortage of material~ 

2 Shortage of pow!"r, 
3. Labour strike. 
4. Cyclone in April, 1~79· 

D' ShoF~age of appropri ate 
type of cement since Decem-

ber, 1979. 

Some of tl:e p"'Oblems were 
natural pr(lb'ems ar.d, therefc.re, 
Government could not dG anything. 
So far as the problem of quality of 
cement, que-llty of cranes, operation 
of mach.nes etc. are cnncerned, 
these prob'ems can be solved by 
the Gpvernment What .s the 
difficulty before the (}Qvernment 
to solve these problems? What 
are the problems due to wh,cr 
Governmen t ~s unable to prov.de the 
funds wh,ch the State Government 
has asked for? 

It .s sa,d thl'! OWllers of steamers 
are there. Tht'.r .uterest .s a"so 
.nvo'ved. They dn n(·t want that 
th.s br.dg(~ shnu'd be comp'eted. 
If th.s br.dge .s com p'eted they 
w,a lose the.r earn.ngs. They have 
perhaps br.bed some peoo'e who 
are at the he'm of ait'\.rs not go get 
th.s br.dge completed CJnd t~.erdotp., 
th e work is not being dOne. 

Roadscn hod" s.des of the bridge 
I-,:we been completec!. The roads 
....hich Wf're thf're zre c Iso getting 
destrayed. Aftf'r completion of the 
bridge they w;1I say the t thl~y need 
more money for ro",ds TI- erefore, 
I would like to ask tre hon. 
!vlinister, is he go.ng to look into the 
problems wh.ch c r~ result.ng .n 
.nord.nate delay .n construct.on 
of th,s brldg~? W.U hI' be able to 
prOVide adequa ~e fll'1.ds to the Sta te 
Government IlS demarded by the 
St< te Goverument SO tl1at the State 
Governmcll t may complete thiS 
bridge wlthm the specified tim:? 
Will h~ give any specific date for Its 
comp)etion? Has he contacted the 
State Government 11\ this reg-a rd ? 

SHRI BUTA SINGH It is 
correct th',\( in reply to a question 
in the last Session the Minister 
had mcde certzin remarks which 
the hon. Member has just noW 
repeated. All those remakrs are 
as a matter of fact. It is also a 
fact that this bridge We s tf be c 1m-
pleted by June, 1979. There has 
been slippage and reasons for the 
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sliprage as mentioned by the hon. 
Member are the ume five points-
shortage of material, shortage of 
power, labollr strike, cyclone in 
19.79 and then stoppage of appro-
prIate type of quality of cemen t, etc. 

As I mentioned in my main 
statement, the G--:vernment of India's 
primary concern is to make ClV"'iJable 
the additional funds which are bring 
pressed for by the State Government. 

As I menL(lned and also the 
hon. Member also m('"ntloned tJ.e 
Mmister had assured tkat we will 
a~p~o< ell the Planning Com-
IOlSSlon. May I inform the hon. 
Member as Co result of our appro?ch 
to the Planning Commission, we 
Were able tr. get {his altern4tive 
~rrangement. We had convt"yed 
It to the State Go\'crnmen t tha t this 
overall ceiling of Rs. r8 crores for 
~OUl" lane bridge has been accepted 
m principle provided this docs not 
exceed the overidl limit "dl.;ch has 
been san ctioned to t he Govern mt"n t 
of Bihar by th' CCIl tral Govcrnll1("l1 t 
< 5 a I{ltal kit:,· for the Sixth Five 
Year PI,m. ' 

1 he hOll. l\fnl1ber W<l1l (<:d t(". 
know the exa.ct d;1((' bv which this 
brIdge IS gOlllg to bc: completf'd. 
I have alr('ady I11CIi IJIJlled, it will 
be completed by f,I;.rd·, '9R2 i:lld 
it will. bt' 01"'11 t() traffic. . 

~ ~~I"I@if am. ~ (q-g;;): ~~ 
~~, ~q;;r~~lf;f- ~ 
~ ~ ~ morr ~ ~ f'cl; 10 ~ 
~ ~ (, ~ anft ~ ~!fU ~ 
~(I ~mn:r~~9~ 
'fiT tIT arh 3TR 4 6 ~ ~ ~ 1f'lir 
t I ~-~~~~, <RC 
~~~I~~~ 
~ ( 3Th ~ amr-~ lf" ~ 

r!~~~~~~~~ 
~~(?tf~~* 
~ ~ ~ ~~ 18 ~ 

'(iq1I'f ~ ~ 1frt ~ ~ r.n 
1i1rr (, wi" t ~ w ~ ~" 
~~? .... 

wft~ tq: ~ iIft', q 
q'tt~iq:~~~(1 ~ m-~ 5·6 fltI~MG< t ~ ~ 
~ .'R,"i'l (I ~¥I'I" ifi'RI! 
U (, ;ff('5j,,~ ~ 23· ~ ~ 
3!h ill{ tt 25· 3 ~ ~, ~ 46 
~(I 

It is bacause of the time factor. 
The cost has been escalating. But 
as I men tioned in the reply to the 
hon. Member, this bridge would 
be available by .l\farch, 1982, as 
two-lane carriage way. In case, 
the Bihar Goverr mcr t w,\nts to make 
it f(, ur-Iane carriage wa y, the required 
provisic,ns are there which I have 
already menti')Ccd ill the statement. 
This will haul' to bC' gone through 
by tht! Fin?"lCp. :\finlstry and the 
Planning Commission. 

l\fR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hp 
has alrC'arly said. that by March 
1982, the bridge will be ready. 

4ft ~i"'IIjE'iiij ~ (~) 
~&1"~, ~ ~ (t ~~~aoF 
ll\l8T ( 3Th ;f-f (t ~ ~ ~ ( I 

3fTtrcri ~ ~, fcm<1l om: 3fN (t m II'\: ~ ~ ~;:f ~ ~ tIT, 
ssft~~;:f~~tIT ~ 
~ 1981 ~ ~ Q)1 ~ Gfi"{ cflm: 
~~ 1 CIOf1i~~~fq:;~~ 
2000~~mw~, ~ 
~tIT~~ I n~t.rr ~ 
m-~Gfi"{~~ I ~~ 
~~~ ~('"3!h~m 
~,~~~~~ ~ 
ttmr mf Cf)~~"lct, ~ tf-~ ~I 
~~~~mm 1982 
~q:~{T~ I 

'"" ~ ~ mIf ~ (~ 
~~~): q;:u{T~ I 
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. 1ft """,,,,, ~:. ~ q:tr 
~~t~·~"UIr ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 116 q lfi11f 
~~1f'\U~~ I anft'~ 
fq- srcnn: ~ ~ ~ ~ (~~ 
lImntTcnl (, ~ m q"{ qt q"{ ~ 
~m 3i"ml ~~ (~ q 
~{f~~or{f I 

~~~,~~46 n r ~ ~ ij'qj ~ ~ 20« ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ (:- I qf;t 6 fCfl{1I¥¥1i!< 
~~~(, ~~.,rr~m 
~ 'r"" ~, or{f at ~ CfiT m ~ 
~aT(~ I 46lf~~ 20"~ 
If11:t (- an'\: ~ ~ R ~ ~ rl: 
~Cffi11~~~~~ ~ 2 
1ftn ~~, ~ 111 arr-r ~ ~ 
fm:J; or;rr;rr ~ I ~ ~ 24 GiC 
~ ~ 'n: ~ CfiT Cffi11 ~ ~~I 
~~~~, ~~ qTtft 
~~~~~~ I ~<mf 
~ at « f~ (flh(1 ~ qi( ~ ( lIT 
~~~Ofi{~( I ~ 
~~~~(3!hcf\;f~ If 
~ Gfi'l1f cnr ~ ~ I ~ m-
lTC1iT1: ~"V-T ~;tr ttflll41{ ~ 
'qjf ~ 0WfT ~ (, ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~-mr ~ ~ ~ ~ f?:lIT 
~ ;;fYQ~~w.MT~, ~r 

" ~ ~ f<t; q(t ~ ~ h<rT 
~ ~ ( f<f; ~ mr.r m:<fiT'( CfiT 1l'l'1:r"1T 
if 3!h ~ ~ ~ 11'it -;;IT 'f'i' 3fTTt'f 
am: ~ f'<n ~<rT'i If?iT ;f 1 8 ~ 
~~<ffm( I ~m~ 
#~ if- "I1"1q:)I<1 ~ (- f'<n ~ ~ 
~(--~~lf~~~ 
~~~ I ~ If ~ 
~ ~ ~ <iT f'<n ~ ~ '1', 
~ 1f':ft '1' ~ ~lf if" om fG~~Al') 
~~~, ~m~~~ ~ 
~ ~ Ibl:a' s'~I"1 {.:arT t.TT I ~ ~ n 
m<iGf1~~~( I w~ 
~ ~ If ~ If'In ( ten ~ ;f1m:r 
~ ~ 120 fq:)~Mi!( Cfi1f ~ ~I 
~ ~ <tiT IIJl" ~ t.TT ~ ~ 3!h 

(V~) allPJ-'fl 'Dllu'D!) 

~ fqr( 1fiT ~ ~ ~ 1f1'!I!f 
'Ufm' ~ 1fil' 'ff I i(11f ~ ~. (t 
l~mi~~atmm~ ~ 
tn I q:~m1l1~qt~1fil' 
'" " ,. ~ :?o,'..,....,.,.,... HI ... ~.'N II i! ~ I .. ~ 1'1 I <fiT, i('l ~j(14 
~ arh ~ '''Cr~4{1 ~ ~ qt 
h .. ",,'qll"c:; ~ I ~ ~ 'ifif ~ ~ 
~~{T~I ~ qe;ry 
u;rlf~~W ~ t 
m;ft' qe;ry ~ tftrr <tiT m: ~ " ti'" 
~ if I ~ ~ ~ CfIfi5i1l( ~ 
~ <I'iVfT ~ if I 

arN~rfcnm~m ~. 
~ q;::T {T ~ I 1f tntit ci 
~~C~~~~ ~ 
~ ti'-' PII ~ '11~s f'ct;q-r If'In (I If 
~~fq:;ri~~~ ~ 
~ Cfi"( ~ I ~ ~ 1 5 3ftmI' ijCfi 

~qfq~~~~aT q 
~~amr~ I ~ a1' qt 
~ f';rmr ~ ~ r f'<n of ~ (-
fq:;ri~(. ~~~~ {T 
~ cIT om arnr ~ I m'1' CfiT aiTr 
:f;fCfRT~~( I ~m ~ 
~ ;or Cfi'( cfrrR ~ ~ cIT 1f 3fmiT 
~q?: ~ fm;rr ~ I ~ m CfiT 
~ <f;f cm:rr q;:<'f ( I 

31<-.'1 ~ ~ ~ or ~ ~ 
~1( I ~~~~~ 
h1; ?ffl" ~ If ~ q:)f ~. ~ 
~ (-~ ~ ( f'<n i;!'q ~ ~ ~ 
~~aT~~ ar.G' ~ 
~~ I ~ if" hrn;:r' lMl (" R 
q;1 ~ ~ q:)f CfiT11 ~ ~ Cfmfl' if I 
n:r ~ ~ lIT CfiTIf ~ ~ ~I 
~m<mf(fq:;~CI1!~~ ~ 
~~~aT~~~ar.G' 
~ ~, m-u *1(~ill( ~ ar.G' ~ 
~ I ~~~if"(fqj~ 
m .. , ... 

'" m ~ ~ ('JiI~S~'i'JII) :1 
1fu~~~ann( Ilf .... j 
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MR.. DEPUTY -SPE.AK.ER : No, 
In emU-Attention it is not permitted. 
Let him crmplete. It is for the 
Minister to zeply. I am £lot per-

. mitting. Please do not recorid. 

(Intlrrupttons) •• • 

.~~~: ~ ~ 
o~ l{'- ( ~ ~ ~ if"mQ ~ 
.~ CI4.,1411\<:: <11iT ~ ~ !I)i cri iP 
~~~~arh~mr~~ 
~ ~ <fiT Cfil:a"&'lil., ~ 1J'<iQ ~ ~ 
~"tfT I ftrmr~~~ ~ 
~ (!if ~ 3fT4l" ,(~) .•. 
~~lf~~~~ ~ 
~ tf I lfof ~ lffm .;; m> l{'-~ 
(~~cnm-~~~ I m.,-
~~~~~(~ ~ 
~ <TiT ~ ~ ~~, ~ amf 
~ ~ I ri ~ {TIrT (~ arrcr 
~amf~';;~~~ ~ 
~ I ~~~;rr.ry~ ~ 
~1f(1~~ I ~~~ 
f~(!if~~3fT4l1 ~ 
~. ;;ftf.,4 < ;f ~ frn f'cf; ~ ~ "( 
art<mu~~<tt~lf" 
mr 111n I mn ~ ~ ~ q;:r lf 
... q~Gjli;flt!:( ~ "( m ~ ~ ~ 
~~~c:1~~3Ih~ 
~n~~~~~~~ 
~ '{'1 a;or q)( ~ ~ ~ ? 

- "Not recorded 

Gange. Bridge (CA) 

~ ~ q: ~ fOllqil1lf4lfijC!' 
~ (~~ ~ l{'-~~
W~«t'~~1tm-m~ 
~~ I ~'~q;m~fati 
~~~;f~~rm 
{~ffl, 1982 <fiT ~ ~ ~ 
q)( Q'Tiftf I ~ 3I'1l"< ~ Z'lif"i'lcM 
~ "I11l4'·n ~ ~ ~ ~ ;for I 

~amf~~;f~<i 
~ 01f Cfi{t I ~'o~"( f'cf; ~ 
mn~~~.;;m~~ 
~~ I ~m1h:~~ 
Vm "( q 3I1f:s\di ~ {TaT ( I 
~ CIi'U ~ ~ ~"( h';nf 
mrn~<fiT~~ I ~.~ 
rfm m1h: ~ 3fT'l1I ~ ~ ~ 
~ 111n (!:itrT I ~ If'f mr ~ 
tn:1 \Jj I., ijil <1 0ft!:T "( f'cf; ~ m1h: 
~hW ~ I tf~~ 
~~~I 

~~~111n~~ ~ 
q;y ~ "( ~ ~ ci 3jlfCfi~ij' 3!h 
f~ri1~~t <iiT m (!:Ttf If ~ r 
3!h~~ ~ nr I ~lT'n 
IiljIi1ijil<~ l{'- ~"( I ~ ~ ~ 
~~<IIh~~ci~ l{'-
~~~~<TiTt(m~~ 
<tl amrr ~n I 

~mr~~: ~~, 
~ arrcr 'IiII"I'lW ~ ~ ~ ~~? arN 
~~~~~~*? 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : 
Shri Paswan ji will also come when 
you go. 

SHRI BUT A SINGH : It will 
be or Iy to ascertain the f.'lcts and 
to know about the pro,g-ress of the 
p~ject. 
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~m~",(~):~ 
~~, ~~~c6~-

.. ~ ~ <fiT~, am: ~ ~ 
I!"Rrcrr.r ~ oj' ornm ( 1 970 If ~ 
f"c!1<'1IPllI~ !ifl:I"R ~ iU cfi ~ ~3IT ~ 
am: 1 97 2 If ~ Cfin1 ,~ f'aIi<rr 1flfT 
~ ~ 1982 arr;j' qm-r (~ ~ 
~ Qlhflli4i"i! If ~ ( I ~ i-
'~~~~i;ft 1972 <fiT 
lIlll'm 1 982 If qr~~ 1f amrT ~ 
'~;rtr~~~ I ~ Gfii~~ 
mnr~~~1 ~lfi't~ 
~ ~ r f7.f;, 1982 1f ~ ~ 
~ I ~ liit i;ft 1992 C!il om!" 
nrr~~~r I ~~~ 

Cfi1 om!" ~ m (, ~rr ~ ;;ru'~ 
~;f I Cfliff;n ~ f% ~ rfm 
~ t ~ ~ ~ onr m\t:r ;rtr 
f1:rm f7.f; ~ :;fR ~ Cfmre" 1f ~ I' 
Cfliffq; ~ ~ ~ <:i?;1 ( ~, 
oft'f 1f 3 ~ <fiT ~ mnr ~ ~ CfiTl1 
i[i;n~~~1flfT1 

~ ~ ~ ~ «10I{*1 1i'31): 
~ef i;ft, ~ q-rif em ~ cfi 
~ oj' ~ llW W F~I<1I.41*1 f"cf;trr 
~m1f~1f~~q-{ 
tr<1 <fiT I ~ # a,t; F~I<11i'liH1 ~ 

... ~ m1fl Cfi1 3!iTcr'f 1f <{'1 ~ ~ 
ml 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 
The Minister will replv. Why do 
you take this responsibility ? 

~fh:t~ ~ ~: i- If;ft ~ .r 
;n;r"TT ~ ~ f7.f; W '01 <fiT ~ 

• co.r ~ 1flfT ( 3!h ~ m ~ if 
3!h ~ ~ ~ <rm ('"? 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 
Now the Hon. Minister will reply. 

SHRI BUTA SINGH : I do 
not di&pute the fact that this project 
was sanctioned in 1972 and it is 
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going to be completed in 1982. 
But, Sir, it is no use going into the 
question of only delays. The hon . 
Member's party had a very good op-
portunity of 3 years to intervene and 
complete the work within the regime 
it was intended to be completed in 
1978, hut they could not do ariy-
thing and they passed on the lame 
or sick baby to us. Now the 
position is this : As reported .by 
the State Government, by March, 
lqfb, I am sure, construction 
of this bridge will be completed. 
This work has been given to a 
well known firm, Gammon, after 
global tenders were floated and 
they were selected as the best 
builders. 

~iT~~~: +f" ~ 
Cf~';'f<f'h't~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ 
.r orcrnn ( f7.f; ~ ~ rn Cifii ~ 
1flfT ~ 1 rn cri ~ CfiT11 ~ 1flfT, 
~ ~ m fq;7.IT ;rtr, arq-;rr ~ 
<til <iill<i I' \iIf;:; f'<:nrr 1 m ~ ;n:ru 
~ om ron ~ 3!h ~ ~ hlIT 
~ 1 1f~~~Cf7.f; ~ 
~ 'fi1 cwF tfs ",".sl~I.\iI ~ ('" I 

~~~: ~~ ~ 
mlfeoj'~(, ~~~~ I 
lftn: ~ em ~ cwf tfs <ti"'51l!1 r"l 
(,", ~ i'\,Cllh<ti rn ~'Tl1 ~ "W 
(I 

12' 4lhrs. 

LEA\'EOF ABSENCE FROM THE 
SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 
The Committee on Absense of 
Members from the sittings of the 
House in their Sixth Report have 


