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(vi) NEED FOR INCLUSION OF (AWADA,

Kumsi, VELPI AND DHANGAR COM-

MUNITIES OF GOA AMONG THE SCHE-
DULED TRIBES

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO (Mor-
mugao): Sir, the Gawada, Kumbi,
Velpi and Dhangar communitjes in
Goa represent about 2 lakh people
and account for about one fifth of the
total population of that Union Terri-
tory. They have a common tribal cul-
ture and are historically the original
settlers of this part of the coast. Yet,
they constitute the most backward
section of the population there. The
Commissioner for Scheduled Castes
and Backward Tribeg in his report for
the year 1964—66 had recommended
that these communities be included
among the Scheduled Tribes.

Since then several representatians
were made by the leaders of these
communities and others interested in
their welfare for their inclusion
among the Scheduled Tribeg but with-
out any practical result. Recently
during the vist of the Backward
Classes Commission under the Chair-
manship of Shri B. P. Mandal to that
territory, the case for the inclusion of
these communities among the Sche-
duled Tribes was once again made and
the Commission reacted very favour-



