385 Matters

(iv) CONSTRUCTION OF TALCHAR-SAM-
BALPUR RAILWAY LINE IN ORISSA

SHRI K.P.SINGH DEO (Dhen-
kaual) : The emotional integration
of Orissa and the economic develop-
ment of the State suffered greatly
due to lack of direct link between the
coastal and the western regions of the
State. The western districts of Sam-
balpur, Bolangir, Kalahandi and
Sundargarh possess large mineral
bearing areas with huge reserves of
coal, lime stone, bauxite, china clay,
rich forest areas and an agricultural
belt but due to want of direct commu-
nication, these resources are not being
exploited economically and fully. In
view of the above, the State Govern-
ment have been urging the Railway
Ministry to construct the 160 KM
strip linking Talcher and Sambalpur,
which would open the very rich
hinterland for the Paradeep Port as
it will reduce the distance between
Sambalpur and Bhubaneshwar by
about 470 KM, will bring Rourkela,
Bhilai and the Raipur industrial belt
nearer to the port of Paradeep and
will offer direct and most economi-
cal route between the Alumina com-
plex at Koraput, the Aluminium
Smelter at Angul and the Talcher
coal-field.

A survey was conducted by the
S. E. Railway, but the survey suf-
fered from the basic defect that it
had not taken into consideration the
very  significant developments,
namely, the setting up of thesteel
plant, oil terminal and a fertiliser
plant at Paradeep and the Alumina
complex near Koraput, Aluminium
Smelter at Angul and the resultant
incréase in traffic movement that will
arise from them. A second survey
was, therefore, ordered and the
report is now available. The latest
report shows that the earning from
this line would be 5.10 per cent as
against 4.23 per cent ‘as in the first
report and including the cost of land
to be' given free'it will be 6.62 per
cent and eventually it will cross the
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12 per cent mark when ancillary
units come up.

The Railway Administration pays
dividend to the General Revenue at
the rate of 6 per cent and if we add
concessions which the Railway give
for constructing railway lines in hilly
and diflicult areas for computing
traffic growth, the financial return
would come to 10 per cent and would
make the line wholly viable.

It may be mentioned that the
creation of this link has also been
specifically recommended by the
National Transport Policy Committee
In para 9.3.3. Recent developments
have further brightened the prospects
of increased traffic on this line.
According to present indications
Talcher mines will be required to
supply five million tonnes of coal to
Vizag Steel Plant and this will greatly
augment the traffic on this line.

Now that the Railway survey has
found the project to be viable, the
National Transport Policy Committec
has recommended it and it has
Immense potential for traffic growth,
I request the Railway Minister to
include it in the Sixth Plan without
any further delay.

(v) Crisis IN HANDLOOM INDUS-
TRY DUE TO INCRFASE IN PRICE
OF COTTON/SILK YARN.
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