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17.32 hrs,

HALF-AN HOUR DISCUSSION

FINANCIAL ASSISTANT TO FOOD-AFFECT-
€p STATES

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now the House
will take up Half-an-Hour Discus-
asion.
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" SHRI SATISH AGARWAL (Aj-

mer): The half-an-hour -discussion
has been admitted because the ans-
wersg given to the question were not
satisfactory. S0, she ig justified in nar-
rating the full facts and I support
her.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Facts she has
narrated, I only said, if she wants
certain stepg to be taken by the Gov-
ernment, she should point them out.
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*The Speaker not having subsequently accorded the necessary per-
mission the document was not treated as laid on the Table,



.29 m Assisiance BHADRA 2, 1903 (SAKA) to Flood Agffected

arg  wfl AT ST gwh §, S
[EE] WY, T GHT TV, IH FAT SyFeATHY
W, ATTHAR I A Y ez AV wE
&, sy e 3. = wdf faear o1 @wan
21 F W ym ug o wgar A
fe 28 wiwq w1 WA =E AW WY
ST T & AR w19 &Y gL WEE
Far, sy g aid wga. efaw
wnE P gC W SEM THRTM $
M FT AT FoWT § | AT TR
e &1 v § 79 emafe
feafa am wenyd AT 1 @ AW
o # wAAE e 5 F & AR TRa
HAT i1 T gFAETE 4T Wiy @ sWe
sreq (A ¥ Fod wim & vgr e &
guz feafa 91 yww AR ot AT
N N ggmAr &, g sHSAEr
TETE, 9TF ATT T TT AT EHATC
Fifsg 1 JAarfpumwagFd & am
A FEN AT WEAGTA AL §, GG
% ag fadza aar s far s aw
qft aw@ AF Fgh, a¥ aw J{EH H
wWEEFAT AT W ¥ A ¥ §wA
®Y WA 8 g Yrem | HaEr 7w
fems faet o 240, saiforg & ag #gaT
Wt g fir 3¢ sgrar @ wfaar agrar
et wIfET | 6 WIE 4T F g W
agq1 g farauf 14 5 F @R
AU e WA ¥ e @ oY, ¥ad
@Ma faa & 3% gu @, & shmiza @Y
AR w41 UC F, IHW 24 W2 AW
Tk 30 win feofa %1 fgoma & amw
wawer faar 1+ 9wl w7 wg@ar @A
Fa W = af 4, wife smgT
T TRYAE g Sy A I
wal & a1 gdRge TgAm, wsT
v vt m= gady sEw EY wgar
& wf ga% fom “gwrr stwm HAr oY
wix foelie vt o Sre-dRed o 0a

530

States (HAH)
ag e W Fym ¥ fe s=in awa aT
"W #t @t @ § o fadew wAr
Tt e rmeam # feel wfae afa
g€ & e O aeg A vEww war

- IET ¥rET | aufa Wk | w0 ey
‘@fq gE g WA 2 B, w A= W

0 fod sna e g 9w
@ ¥ 7 wwr vam, gy § B
33430 ®em ®WX &, W) far 334 @
¥ oagwe ¥ o0 waTH quid AR
BT E IR @la T UTH 95 are
w7 & wegafe e gSAT &1
aFAT 41,01 AE T AHIE AR
aﬁaﬁmgwéaﬂq;mmaanaw

3189.25 «m &1, fa=rf & i,
a®a ufx % i &1 aTwe 081,72
W@ ®, daea efatadt & o 8-
#E daW 9 3 HQ oA g WG IR
@fa &1 AH™  1348.03 1€ G493,
Tadew, geamy wifk 1 afa
I YA 296 WG &9, feoer &
Ak & A 9 afa g€ & 39 1 ATNA
216.36 ¥/ WA, FWA AN &l
g% ¥ TWTHTAR 26143 9TH W,
At 31 Kfa T ATAA 84 AW WY,
6 o< uw ¥ aw sfa frar $T 400
FUT WAZ1 %9 T 4005 e &d
¥ a@fa &1 wwnar g fos T
w3, gv fya swnx & g yEmar
I — AR T o, W w A H
T F@@E ! T UMY SRUTH
FHETTA WY do TR0 o & qTSAT
A g3 =fadl 7, A fage o 0§
ff, fecs vem ST GRTR ...

wwfr W W W
ﬁamm!ﬁh‘t_



631 Finoncial Assistance

Mo frfwr par®t  werrem -
5 e

. wwmft WRN®: TE AT YR
N 7gg ¥, v fafret sew Y WA
BT & TA ¥ A 4 A~Em Wwq

.

q87 ...
RN fadar eart wwrw : Q
e wit 2 Ofwg

g4 97 T afeadi vt qad F
frg ferafzs wfgd, @i sy |
xfe geard fyare @t wrAd J&E
®am & wafe & frdew awar
wrph f& g whuw @ sfas dowe
@ifirg, feavice @ afe v+
focd T uT ST EN

uw  frdza & ag ot oAt SEh
fo Tweary A I WA FTEAA
g @ ggmar ¥ fag #€  exdddr
FAE A M Y| W AW R
61 FrEg TIAT TIAGET  FEqTHI FIT
wheeT fRar srawr g 1 & T AR
qT WA T AT ag & S0 Fr
f wegar AT AHA — I Y
gardt  @ga weraar w ¢ 1 fewrwa
AT GCRR T B FT TFA 47 & 9
afemar siT atg s 3 *r  Fgar
foar €\ ¥® WA WaW A q3 FQ
AIAAIT GEEAT AT AT FT AAGT F
§t Ju frdza § o womaw & oo
guz ¥ WE Y ST H W A faw
o w< gEar fwg | F w9 F
AT TIEE & FTX TR CF AT 3
fea =1 a7 37 ¥ faq wqQw wET

% Wt Weg ¥ fadw wT A
fader  wer fw giw wdw wwEl &
go Aff £, W sEa R g
wfad Ty o Tfgg « W ¥

AUGUST 24, 1981

to Flood Affected 532
States (HAH)
ot & @@7 ¥ oF amy o wEAr
Tgdt AT Xr @ # frdew foar
ar fiv ag & are-grw fge & v
A A GUAT R 1 e H oft a9
¥ gro-gra v fud Q& § ogr qar
q¥  war §, ar aff firo § &%
o gerie, areRe, ey, faaters o
Wi|e I@ FQEAr & QAT AW
agraat 1 A frwre wrrsawsr @it

& WSl & gry & qo¥ qinw A
AT T G T FEAHT LT Y AT
LadR C Gl o

giw war wrqter  gafaator  qar
fear aar amfte gfa wat (T
it fag ) A=At qwmly wgiRa,
HHAIG TIEAT ¥ TOEGT & IR F oY
T § 3T B AF Wowy W 3@ gur
g W §IF F T AT W & WK
F@ETC F W & q@ A SARD
f& wsegw ¥ mumw afar @17 &
frexr w1 e Sawes GEaw
g g 99 ¥ wd qF 9 war
Ty a1 93 41¢ FE Ay, 79 fn =
@ # AW g qEraT & feg
Ty ¥JARAf T Jage ¥ 841
fasfr dMex aifewr adde & samr @
wE, AF F Ardw arfew ¥ 425 fadfidfiex
aifar warer g€, <& gt H qewA
gt qEdr 9T 1 e ¥ fagar
FTO ITFIAAAT, BT FIR a7 F
M B g9y wifew &, agraar
Hftft 1 1576 wial 9 wANE I
T AT TET I 1 7 qaw 88 AT
Y IEAT LAY HACRTA GE | A
ot Frar qag gE § Wk 2 e 48
g PRI IT ¥ waey ¥ qAwET
T WRAIAT  AAEATT TLHC KT TCF
BT e TPt &1 143 W werw
e wroawawsara g 228 %
w07 @it & o @ 7 fod g ok



533  Findneial Assistance BHADRA 2, 1903 (SAKA) to Flood Affected 534

o% q% I7 w1 9ar Ag e § Y gw
e g wgmaver Y we @
wmA oy srar A€ 33 gAY AT
st w7 et 9gwT § WX 5857
¥ AFA WK 67 IR FTT Foy
gem  frg w1 faadfr  <eredm
FIFTCY ez AT E, ITWT AWoEw
wT W g Wik 99 ¥ fag dww e
Ay Hfag or W@ W
qwe fr g1 Y FOE maz & fag
W R Iq F FIT F1E hawr g,
WITY §YATC & 5 ®AT WA § @H
qHIN AR FFRX F A JEH
2 & faforz frg s o scdr 1 9a ¥
¥ USEYI G@C X FH! |Erar
;MR 1 5T WY P
Tw Sfgdr w2 far & forg w1 w2
e ATACH AT | I HT A
# ¥ g gaar wqar fgar @war )
T o & foiq & = frea?d, sasr
600 TIX §F ¥ FT 1050 TIY Bl
AFA THIE F HRS & qarfaw
R &1 o 9@ aFm IW™F @
‘war & ar www faega fie mar @,
IaFY IGA gU, A F TFA B TS
qur frar § = 9a *v gaifasr faar
g1

& ag Wit Fatr sgar § fw
oL g K8 F gvT 9o Woﬁom
®1E 2 gare  gEfEw Tarf wr o §
e Sty srarg sEr o @@ )

gwnfe wgwa, ¥ ag Amar
‘fr OR MF TN oF I gl @
ot 8 9w oW g AquEsT W
A TR Tawd 1 W A
o § o ot onht € Wi gz T
Ty ¥ ) Adt wg afew A fey-
™ B o ¥E T o @ ¥ W
AT gAT & | q@ WS SITaT

States (HAH)

wqr § fe 3w & = 8 fafwas
TRy adta o ¥, A { qEeEw
et & wtc w8x 300 AF €T %7
wEwER AN gy E 1w
AT ¥ AR-ATTAT AwAH g &
& 197sﬂ'mih%mtm¥r
aga SaTAT THGTA FAT | 18 firfrra
TRT Stefrs ¥ FT AR A€ o WY
38 ¥ w1< WY aga Wil gwr
TR R g Afwrgoard § 7o
ald § wree g gra felts @
F o g Wt AT geex wAa fw
I AN TEAE v g, 39 A gg@ar
T ¥ sarer @ At & w7 e g A
wi &fqr § W agar frad & 1
TET F [EEAA A 75 Wad g,
N Bz R WY, ST A wra
FER G FAE | AT GCHI-
w1 foiR & gofae W@ @R
feaar agraar gfea aaweh &, @
FT HAT Il AYAT | T QA
F aat aw A e 7y S
TG ¥ 394 FAOT 33 @ TIF
T FEEIT AR § AT GO A AT
§9 aftAa s AT g & ¥
qIE W1 T AT AT GIEAT FATAT
# foe s qmfas o g 1 78
W e §WR 99 7 0%
74 @M@ ¥]T 49 ®WIT 5 FAT TGX
W Afgqa¥ 1 gw ag onie wd
¢ & amar faaml #r 9 ufw g
39 9T wHA g0

ut agw femlr  waf (Nar)
@ A N F gliiiwn T vre T
TR MEE A Fa ¥t gy
afcw

g W fag @ A w0 N
ot war g vak fag fyadr
IQTAT | IITAT WITH TORTT 72T X wamly
T AR gERA A T gEl



585  Financial Assistance
[t v @ fee]

giHEf swagwf ) far
o dYo, T@Tm WAIW W { ww
RFa W R 4% 9-10 VW A
qHM™ gwl g | afea fiawr geem
1878 § FUT 94T, IEHT YHAW
WM 7 34T & @ AT gur € |
(wama) | .. T & g ey
W gRI gUTHT & gH 99 AR &Y
AT WHA | A AW A% 9T q§ WL
e W g 1 T W ST UE
& ay g, o o fweT g

a1 fm f7 scae wS e @
f& @i w1 @ wE, Ao
€T ST aF wgl gON AF oF 4g qHaa
B A9 W) @A AW g W FE@X
q@ft | gardele ¥ A ard o
R d@ Hag ST g 1 1440
Wfwga uFe S qrT ag st & ek
¥ 1300 Hifrar we W @S
TER F el fag smT &1 o
aw €IS F1 AATE FFEar g Qi
X A T EYGT @ | FErweEEr &
fegaam ¥ a8 |19 it g Ad {1
wa fog gt WY A Ao ¥
FAR T @ T | FAEE T AT E,
RENY & W § AR g IR
F@ § w1 sf Sy awdr W 8,
QT WK ¥ WWL, I q@ q%
fearamR &1 g™ g w1 wy
¥ 130 #feaqs UFT HE T @R
T T AT g qwaT § W A@q
Q EPras @ Iew I B
70 sifegn TwE 9z oM w1 Wi
@I ¥ AN | 9 a@ & a1 ar
#Hifeas oFE T F W W T
* yifax aw &1 w g%T 5 oY
12 8 Hifegm oy HIE O AET
*fei § a1 SE w T W
Tt i wm ¥ )

AUGUST 34, 1981

to Flood Affected 536
States (HAH)
Star fie wmdg wwer & wgr §,

T fag s @ 1 TR WA

Uil wq:wmaa TET T3

wanw & fong wiowt 99 g, fower
| 3% feo Wt uF guw i

‘qTe
W war g, R fafaeh
F AR | 8T T WWT WEHT

W | AWH F1ET YO A1 FHI-
oW oY § W1 gAY WA g i ug d@dy
e fm T wgi du W@ o gwaA g,
g Fg WO OF AW T FF
gt €T T ST awar &

sarfe dy s o frad ad
formmt s &% +ff T aq oF
e 1 geww W agt & Y
gt | B v fowntanm #r
foeeft donew wrepr & § 7 FTaw
fer s 21 B2 &1F &l & 15
Mfean =¥ ¢ ey &)< fvar st awr
g ¥ viw difiran ove e & s
gANR Enwcawy § o fr e aiwt
ik Ew ¥ frar o awar & afew
ug 9w age w9 omae & famd
& wga =@t faeeh  oar & oo
fem f& s & ¥ fom & aada
W § 1 N e zfarag
arft § W FHeT qreft Tt 9% Qe
¥ AT B AT AN g g
o grm wi ar S o A



537 Financial Assistance BHADRA 2, 1983 (SAKA)

Tfearmt & u=T g fafeen Qi
£+ gal wfamt § g WK
.78 feorcarat & s A fafer
AN 3aF T A N W TER
¥ oEmAAT N IF 1 T AF F
TP T S & @I |

18.00 hrs,
A qATHAE THREHT AT F W
FTER F ERE a7 R

T§ T ¥ IgT ¥ FI7 wra@-
FIAR 337 & AR NI FWAE
v g=q xq = & foq ggra  gwr
fa WrT-a@R £ 736 & W A
qfiga B [ 7 F faq 91 w4
ag S S @R

frox dv@ aw@ & A war AT
FEYA 748 F FIC S AT 98 975
FUs 79ar § W e fad 9 9F
F WAL 9T FIL O AT AW AT
QUS4 AT 2 4, IHF qFES A
ST WH @ AE ] A1 1045 FAT
Y @ € g 9wy ¥ fagar
FIF W TF THAT IAF) WA IGUCH |

MR, CHAIRMAN: Now four Mem-
bers whose names come in the ballot
«will ask one question each, Minister
will reply if there is any new point.

Shri Ajit Kumar Saha,

SHRI AJIT KUMAR SAHA (Vish-
nupur): With your permission I
wwill speak in Bengali,

*Mr., Chairman, Sir, with your per-
snission I would like to speak in
Bengali.

Mr, Chairman, Sir, the country has
gaineg independence in 1947 and 34
years have gene by since that time
and we have yet not been able to
control the floodg which cause devas-
tation in our country year after year.

to Flood Affecteq 538
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The hon. Minister just now in rep-
lying to the mover of this discussion
narrated the Government’'s policy
with regard to flood control and the
different things that he proposes to
do to control floods in the country.
How far these will materialise we
do not know? Sir, in the
year 1949, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru
hag formed a Committee comprising
of scientists to evolve plans to con=-
trol floods in the country. In 1954,
another Commission called the Mitra
Commiliee was sel up and this Com-
mission suggested various measures
and out of that the Central Govern-
ment selected the recommendations
of the Commission 1o construct damy
on Damodar river and eventually the
DVC was formed. Following this, the
Man Singh Committeg recommended
that Rs. 310 crores should be
sanctioned for the DVC  project
but we have seen that this recom-
mendation was not followed in
toto and as a result of this the
bunds on DVC could not be construe-
ed as per the desired level ang pau-
city of funds was one of itg main
causes. The consequences of this was
indeed very severe because we found
in 1978 there was a devastating flood
which caused utter ruination to the
12 districts of West Bengal. Every
year we find that the State of Assam,
West Bengal, Bihar and U.P, suffer
because of floods and thig year there
was a terrible in Rajasthan about
which the mover of this discussion
has given a lucide description about
the damages caused, lives lost and
other losses incurred by people of
that State. Last year the National
Commission on Flood Control had
submitted its report we do not know
as yet as to what has happened to
their recommendations and how of
their recommendations are being
implemented, I would like to remind
this House that our former Irrigation
Minister Shri K. L. Rao, hag held
talks with the Government of Nepal
with a view to controlling floods in
Brahamputra and he had also mooted

— - ——pr

*The original speech was delivered in Bengal’
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a plan to link Brahmaputra and
Ganga which would not only control
floods in the region but would also
help generate electricity. I would
Jike to know if any further steps
have been taken by the Government
in pursuance of this proposal of the
former Irrigation Minister. It is my
personal feeling that recommenda-
tions of the Committees and Commis-
sions are not implemented and as
a result every year we suffer from
floods 'which cause immense loss-
es of property and human lives. The
hon. Minister was just mow saying
that according to the recommenda-
tions of the 7th Finance Commission
every State was given margin money
and there was no cause of worry be-
cause out of this money the States can
take suitable measures to conirol floods
or to deal with the flood damages and
provide relief. In this context I
would like to put a question to the
hon, Minister, I would like to know
how much money the Finance CTom-
mission had recommended for being
given to the State Governments which
suffer from floods and how much was
actually given by the Centre to these
States? 1 say this because the States
which are effected by floods regular-
1y had asked for Rs. 205 crores and
63 lakhs for flood protection but the
Centre had given tp them only Rs.
five crores and 56 lakhs, I would
like to know if the Minister has any-
thing to say in this regard and how
can State Government control fluods
with such meagre amount?

SHRI R, P. DAS (Krishnagar):
Mr., Chairman, Sir, the hon. Minis-
ter tried to make us believe that flood
is only a natural calamity and it is
almost like an earthquake. It is not
#0. Although it is a natural calamity,
yet we canpot but remember that from
the very dawn of civilisation, even
before that, the people fought against
floods and they tried to protect land
and property by building big embank-
mentg along the rivers. Therefore, the
hon. Minister cannot shirk his res-
ponsibllity by merely saying that
floog is only a natural calamity.

AUGUST 24, 1881
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At the time of attaining Indepen-
dence, in 1847, there were 120 km. of
embankments along the river Damodar
and another 3,500 km. of embank.
ments along various channels in the
Gangetic delta of the Sunderbang in
West Bengal,,In Orissa, there were, in
stretches, 1209 km, of embankments
along Mahanadi and, in Bihar,
there were 150 km, of embankments
along both the banks of Gandak. In
short, there were about 5280 km, of
embankments along different rivers
giving protection to about 3 million
hectares of land. But with the aboli-
tion of zamindari system, there was
nobody to look after these embank-
ments. The Government at that time
was callous and all the embankments
were allowed to decay. As a result of
that, the embankments had broken
down they had decayed and became
out of use.

So, because of that, most of the
places, particularly, the Bengal Basin
experience floods annually. The
lower part of Bengal almost every year
comes under flood waters, This time,
I am sure, when there are ngo effec-
tive measures taken for controlling the
floods, when floog waters from Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and Assam come down
through the rivers, the whole of
Bengal Basin will be inundated by
flood waters. In 1978, three-fourths
of the land came under flood waters.
In West Bengal, out of 15 districts, 12
districts were affected. This time, as
far as the report goes, 5 districts are
experiencing floods in West Bengal,
I am sure, within a very short time,
most probably this month or the
following month, the Bengal Basin
would be over-flooded.

In view of this, 1 would like to put
a specific question, What was the
estimated total damage by floods in the
State of West Bengal for the last 10
Yearg at current prices and the annual
average. (Interruptions). It will be
helpful to us if you give figures for
the last 10 years. If you like, you can
give figures for the last 35 years.

‘What was the estimated total dama-
ges by floods in the State of West
Bengal for the 1last 10 years at
current prices and the gannual
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average? This will be very helpful.;
How much money was allocateq for
flood victims of West Bengal all thesge
years? Wag that sufficient in\ the
opinion of; the experts of the Union
Government? If not, why higher
allocation could not be made available
to West Bengal?

SHRI MUKUNDA MANDAL
(Mathurapur): Just today we are
discussing flood situation when our
scientists have successfully launched
APPLE in the space and parhaps our
Hon. Minister will take advantage of
the APPLE to broadcast his views of
the nation that such and such calamity
has taken place in India and that
India Government has failed to control
the floods and the nttural calamities!

This is a great problem to India.
A planned programme should be taken
up by the Government. I would like
to particularly ask: How; much
money is given for the flood protec-
tion work to the Eastern region States
every year? I would like to know
particularly the amount given to West
Bengal, the region which is affected
more, of the lower Ganga region and
Midnapore. If so, what allocations
are made for 1980-81 and the amount
sanctioned for 1981-82.

Eastern region cannot be effectively
controlled unless we are able to con-
trol the ravages of the Brahmaputra
and the rivers which originate in
Nepal. So far as Brahmaputra is
concerned, already a Flood Contral
Board is there but, beyond this,
nothing has been done, I would like
to know; what positive programmes
have been taken up to control the
floods.

Crores of rupees have been spent
for relief work each year but I think
nothing, concrete has been done for
controlling the floods. So what are
the concrete measures, ihe positive
steps, positive programmes, the Gov-
ehnment is taking up for controlling
floods in the country so that in the
near future floods can he controlled?

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL-
DER (Durgapur): Mr. Chairman, Sir,

States (HAH)

1 do not like to make a speech, The-
Hon. Minister in his original answers
has given the flgures of the damages
this year. I do not want tc quote.
But he has said that it is very diffi-
cult for Government of India to build
reservoirs to store excesg water during
the monsoon season. My friends had
made suggestions, concrele sugges-
tiong but, so far as I remember in the
last Lok Sabha, the then Prime Minis~-
ter Shri Morarji Desai has said that
Garland Plan will be taken up to
check the flood ravages of our country,
I want to know whehher this plan will
be taken up in the Sixth Plan. My
colleagues also have stated about
Assam West Bengal and U.P. You
have also mentioned. These are the
States where every year flood damages
are there, including logs of lives. I
would like to know what is the fate
of the plan of linking of the Brahma=
putra with the Ganga because that
will save Assam and West Bengal from
the Brahmaputra floods and at the
same it will save the Calcutta Port
because in lean months Government
will be gble to supply 40,000 cusecs of
water from Ganga through Bhagirati.
1 want {0 know what is the fate of
that garland plan mentioned by the
then Prime Minister, Shri Morarji
Desai—regarding linking of the
Brahmaputra with the Ganga.

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL (Jai-
pur): Sir, one question as a special
case because Jaipur is my constituency
which was affected by the unprece-
dented floods. I want to ask only one
questiop, with your parmission.

MR. CHAIRMAN: According to
rules, it is not permissible...

SHR] SATISH AGARWAL: As &
special case.

MR, CHAIRMAN: But, ag a special
case, since you represent Jaipur
there have been unprecedented floods,
I am permitting you.

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: I thank
the hon. Minister for the assurance
that he hag given to me to his reply
to my letter.
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‘While supporting all the facts that
have been stated by the hon. lady
Member from Chittorgarh, Prof.
Nirmala Kumari Shaktawat, I add
only this much that the volume and
the dimension of the problem are
much more. I would suggest that you
call a meeting of all Members of Par-
Jliament who are interested or whose
districts have been affected for an
across-the-table discussion with you
and for giving certain suggestions
because we do not want to politicise
ihe issue; we have certain suggestions
t0o make. I do not want to make
them here. The main problem in the
Jaipur district—] have come {from
Jaipur only today—is levelling of the
Jang ‘where 10 to 20 feet of additional
lanq has been left deposited over the
fields on account of floods. I want to
know whether Government will pro-
vide the necessary assistance in the
form of tractors and bulldozers for
this purpose. Some people from
Bombay have come and they are doing
the job. The main demand of the
people in the Jaipur region is this:
they do not want doles, they want the
lang to be levelled and wells to be
cleaned. 1 want to kncw whether
Government will make adequate pro-
vision and arrangements for levellig
of the lands and cleaning of the wells
thereby restoring operation of pum-
psets.

You have stateg that you will pro-
vide 75 per cent of assistance so far
as floog relief is concerned, Naturaily,
Rajasthan should be given immediate
assistance without waiting for the
report of the Team; against the dam-
ages worth Rs. 400 crores, at least
Rs. 200 crores should be given. Imme-
diately Rs. 100 crores should be ad-
vanceq es an interim relief. In addi-
tion, a National Calamity Fund should
be formed at all-India level like Group
Insurance cheme to which every State
contributes and the beneficiaries are
the States affected.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: I have
noted the nuggestion of the hon. Mem-~
sber from Jaipur. It is not possible for
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me to give any assurance on matters
like this because, after all, we have
been following certain norms and pro-
cedures, so far, and any deviation from
any norms that have been followed
upto this time cannot be maae without
consultation with the Finance Minis-
try—maybe, 1 have even to go to the
Cabinet for this purpose. But I have
no objection to the suggestion of the
hon, Member that I call a meeting of
the hon. Members from Rajasthan.
They are most welcome and I will be
glad to discuss with them, and I will
put across to my other colleagues and
see what more ran be done for Rajas-
than.

Some of the hon. Members who
spoke were interested in getting more
information ahout West Beigal. In
fact, they have themselves given most
of the information. Probably they
know more about their own region
than I am in a position to state now.

With regard to the Sundarbans area,
the problemg are specific because this
is the area where sea-waler comes in.
The problems is to store fresh water
for the people for the caitle and for
the crops <lso. There is g research
project under our Soil Salinity Re-
search Institute at Karnal—I.C.R. We
are putting up embankments for stor-
age of fresh water and to keep the
sea-walep from entering this area.
This consits of islands—Sunderbans
area—ana there is a special problem.
We are frying to deal with the pro-
blem. He wanted to know about the
margin money placed at the disposal
of various States. I do not think you
would have the time for me to state.
But, they will be glaid to know fhat
the margin money allocated to West
Benga]l is the highest in the country.
Rs. 13.16 crores of margin money is
allocated every year. No other State
has got this amount of money. So,
West Bengal has already got special
consjderations. I dg not see that
there has been any partiality shown to
West Bengal. I say that the case of
West Bengal has been properly looked
after, One hon. Member wanted to
know the outlay for the flood control
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works durl.n} the Sixth Plan. For
West Bengal, it is Rs. 200 crores during
the Sixth Plan. I can also give the
figures for the North-Eastern region.
I do not think they are much interest-
ed. (Interruptions) Let them not
react to what I have sald. I know
that they are interestegq in West
Benga] only.

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL-
DER: No, We are interested for the
whole country.

RAQ BIRENDRA SINGH: I have
already given that—Rs. 1,045 crores.
Do you want break-up for all the
States?

SOME HON, MEMBERS: Yes.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: For Bihar
it iz Rs. 158 crores, for U.P. it is Rs, 132
crores and for the Arunachal Pradesh
it is Rs 100 crores during the Sixth
Plan Any other States in which you
are interested?

MR. CHAIRMAN: They want the
figure for Assam.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: It is
Rs, 72240 crores for Assam. 1 have
already said as far as Rajasthan is
conrerned. The total outlay in the

GMGIRND—M—1446 L. S.—8g0

-

States (HAH)

Sixth Plan for Rajasthan comes to
Rs. 1775 crores. But, Rajasthan is
not a flood prone area. I hope you
would agree therme. Rajasthan s
mostly dry area.

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: It is now
in floods.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: We have
about 40 million hectares of flood
prone area in the country. Out of
that, during the last thirty years we
had been able to treat only about 11
million hectares. I can see the magni-
tude of the problem. Nearly one-
fourth of the area only so far has been
treated ang three-fourth stil]l remains.

West Bengal wanted to know the
allocation for 1980-81. It was Rs. 32
crores for this year but for the current
year the outlay approved by the Plan-
ning Commission is Rs. 30.86 crores
for West Bengal. I think rmost of
their points have been covered.

MR. CBAIRMAN: Now we adjourn
to meet again tomorrow at 11 AM.

825 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till

Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday,
August 25, 1081/Bhadra 3, 1803 (Saka)



