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field is changed by the application of more
water and fertiliser, the threat to yield
caused by the triple alliance of weeds, pésts
and pathogens could become serious.
Countering the risk effectively will be parti-
cularly important for the small farmers who
cannot otherwise be expected to show an
interest in making requisite investments in
inputs which are vital to the success of high-

yielding varicties programme.

Most important perhaps is the correction
of yield disparities between regions. In rice
yiclds, Punjab leads with 2,961 kilograms
per hectares followed by Haryana. The
average per hectare yield is 952 kilograms
in Assam, West Bengal, Orissa, Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh, which account
for 66.8 per cent of the land under paddy
against the national average of 1308 kilo-
grams.

It is imperative on the part of the Govern-
ment to rectify the distortions that exist in
agriculture and take steps to increase pro-
duction of rice.

(v) Policy in regard to prices of agricul-
tural products
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