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(Interruptions) *

(iii) PAucity oF RAILWAY WAGONS AT
KIRATPUR RAILWAY STATION IN
HiMAcCHAL PRADESH TO TRANS-
PORT SEED POTATOES

SHRI VIRBHADRA SINGH (Man-
di): The Lahaul and Spiti, Kulu and
Mandi districts are major seed-potato
growing areas in Himachal Pradesh.
The bulk of the produce of these dis-
tricts ig transported from the Kirat-
pur Railway Station on the Northern
Railway to various part of the coun-
try. This year the growers are facing
a lot of trouble to export their pro-
duce due to paucity of Railway
Wagons at Kiratpur Railway Station
ag a result of which huge stocks have
accumulated at Kiratpur Railway
Station and elsewhere in the warea
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putting the farmers to great loss.

I had written about this matter to
the previous Railway Minister also
and he had assured me that adequate
number of Railway wagons would be
made available at Kiratpur Railway
Station for the transportation of the
seeq potatoes. Unfortunately, in spite
of this assurance, position regarding
availability of wagong at Kiratpur
Railway Station has not improved.
The daily requirement of wagons
there js, about 100, but the wagons
being made available are far short of
this requirement.

I request that immediate steps may
be taken to provide the required num.
ber of Railway wagons at Kiratpur
Railway Station for transportation of
the seed potatoes so as to save the
farmers of these areas from further
loss,

(iv) CLOSURE OF POLIO VACCINg TEST-
ING LABORATORY IN DELHI

SHRI NAWAL KISHORE SHARMA
(Dausa): There was only one Polio
Vaccine Testing T,aboratory in Delhi
which hag since been closed down.
It was set up in 1968 at the National
Institute of Communicable Diseases
to keep a watch on the quality of the
imported vaccine and to test the
safety of the vaccine made at Coonoor.
After the incidents of paralysis in
immunised children in 1972 the Labo-
ratory launcheq g massive campaign
to test batch of imported vaccine be-
fore release to the market. The use
of polio vaccine in the gbsence of a
Government laboratory for quality
contro] has caused concern among the
medical community particularly at a
time when the incidence of polio is
on the rise. At one time the import
of vaccine from Yugoslavia was
stopped on the basis of potency tests.

With the closure of the Polio Vac-
cine Testing Laboratory there ig no
national laboratory left tp test the
safety of the vaccine being produced
at the Haffkine Institute,

According to experts the wvaccine
loses potency when not stored in deep



