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'SERI RASABEHARI BEEERA -
The poor performance .
of the Government agencies both of .

(Kalnhnndi)

the Central and the State Govern-
ments in procuring paddy has put
Kalahandi farmers in a very miserable
phght_ For vast majority of them,
the primary means  of livelihood is
agriculture. . Their day-to-day living
is dependent upon the sale proceeds of
the crops, and unless they get remu-
nerative prices for their produce, they
will face starvation deaths.

~ 'In the absence of energetic procure-
ment efforts by the K Government
agencies, the middle men are having
a field day, and the farmers have
become the victims of their machina-
tions and manipulations. The culti-
vators, for the sake of their survival,
are selling their produce at distress
prices. The middle men and the
busines; men have no compunction
in fleecing the farmerg who have to
maintain their families and also start
agricultural operations for the next
season. They do not have money to
buy seed grains for the next season.
The agricultural credit institutions
seem to be living in their own ivory
tower. They demand security jn one
form or other before they sanction
loans. The farmers who are exposed
io sun and showers, cannot produce
anything tangible as security.

The Government of India
‘gear up the foodgrains procurement
"agencies so that the farmers in back-
ward districts like Kalahandi are not
made sacrificial goats
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making a statement SR

\ It has been reported in the West..'

Bengal Press [Basu_m_ati) that thg"- /
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