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MR. SPEAKJ!R: 
arguments on that. 
it. 

SHRI A. K.. ROY 
Speaker, Sir ...... • 

I have lot my 
I have to deci4e 

(Dhanbad) : Mr. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Member 
may take his seat. I will decid~ it. 
t have got it. It is my prerogative, 
r decide it. It is under my considera-
rtion and you ran c:;ee me in my 
Ohamber. Nm.v, lVlr, Shlvkumar 
Singh. 

1%.1. Jus. 

CALLING ATTENTION TO l\IATTER 
OF URGENT PtTBLIC IMPORTNCE 

SOIL EROSION I?ROBLEM IN TdE 
COUN'l'RY 

SHRI SHIV KUMAR SINGH 
THAKUR (Khandw~) : I call the 
attention of the MInIster of Agricul-
ture to the folloWlIlg matter of urgent 
pUblic importanc~ and I reuuest that 
he may make a stat['ment thereon: 

''The soil erO~lon probleln in the 
countt':f, ., 

TI-fE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND RURAL RECONSTRUC-
TION (SHRI BlRENDRA SINGII 
RAO) : The Government is conscious 
of the problem of soil erosion caused 
through over-exploitation of natural 
vegetation and land resources and 
have taken appropriate steps to 
combat the problem. 

The hlgh rate of popUlation growth 
-both human and livestOCk-has re-
sulted in indiscriminate expioitation 
of natural resources, namely, soil, 
water and vegetation to meet the 
eVter-increasing demand for food, fod-
der and fue1. This has upset the deii .. 
<..'ate ecological balance and led to 
severe soi~ erosion problem.. 

According to the report of the- Na-
t~l Commission on Agriculture, out 
et a total geographical area of 328 
Million hectares, it ia eltirnated that 

• ·Not recorded. 

COU~V (CA) 
about 150 million hectares are a1feo:~ 
by serious water and wind ~n. In 
addition, an estimated area of 9 .. 60 mil. 
lion hectares is subject to erOSJ.on due 
to shifting cultivation (8 million hac.) 
aDd erosion of culturable wastelands 
(6.60 million ha.). Soil erosion in the 
country can be brcadly classified into 
erOSIon by water and erosion by wind. 

Erosion by water:-Erosion by wa-
ter constltutes the most serious me-
naee to the land resources of the coun-
try not only becaUSe it affects the soil 
directly but also because it leads to 
siltation of multi-purpose reservoirs 
and tanks, occurrence of floods and 
loss to the sea of a great deal of sweet 
water. It has been estimated that the 
rotal annual loss of soil nutrients 
which takes place in this manner is 
equivalent to 8.4 m!J.l1iOln tonnes of 
NPK. The premature SJltatIon of tanks 
and multi-purpose reservoirs is a 
particularly alarming consequence of 
water erosion. Observations have 
shown that the average rate of sedi-
mentation in the reservoirs is many 
times higher than the rate which 
was assumed at the time they were 
designed and built. This reduces the 
effective ~ife-span of the reservoirs. 

In the hills and foot-hill regions, 
the problem of landslides, laod-sUpsI 
and torrents is predominant. Whereas 
in the plains-particularly in the 
States Of Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pra-
desh, Rajasthan and Gujarat and to 
a lesser extent in. Bihar, Orissa and 
West Bengal-guilty and ravine ero-
sion has assumed serious proportions 
threatening the fertilE' cultivable 
landi. In addition, the traditional 
practic~ of shifting cultivation (Jhum 
Or Podu) by tribal population ha.. led 
to depletion of forest resources ancl 
consequent SOlI degradation in the 
North-Eastem region and the hil'1y 
regions Of Orissa and Andhra Pra ... 
delft. _. 

Soil erosion. and COIUIequeat ~ 
lead rewlt;e in driftage con,aa\f .. 
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.and risrng 'Of river-beds and shifting 
of river courses which aggravates 
the flood hazards. Floods affect about 
80 ~akh hectares of land and cause 
an annual loss of the order of about 
Rs. 250 crores to the country by way 
of damage to crops, houses and 
other property. 

Erosion by wind: -Wind erosion is 
predominent in the States of Haryan3, 
Rajasthan. Gujarat and the coastal 
areas. It is estimated that an area 
of about 32 million hectares (includ-
tng ~h:)llt 7 million hectares under 
sand-dunes) js affected by wind ero-
sion. 

The urgeny 01 providing approprI-
ate conservation treatments to affect-
ed ar€'as, including the drainage SY5-

tern, has engaged the attention of 
the Govt""'rnment right from the First 
Five Year P;an period. A number of 
programmes have been launched un-
der Central and State sectors to 
check soil erOSIon. Substantial part 
of the area under State sector sche-
mes has been treated with C'vntour I 
graded bunds There are other 
schemes like ravine reclamation hill 
area bench terraces, afforestation and 
other engineering measures. The Cen-
trally-sponsored sector programmes 
inter a7 ia inC' ludec; scheme~ like (i) 
soil cot'lc;ervatkm in the catchments 
of river valley projects; (ii) integrat-
ed soil, water and tree conservation 
in the Himalayas; (iii) Drought prone 
area programme; (iv) reclamation of 
alkali and acid soils; (v) control of 
ahifting cultivation; (vi) protection 
of tab]e~a'J1ds and stabilisation of ra-
vinous areas; and (vii) social fore~try. 
Excepting the first three schemes. the 
other schemes stand traruderred to 
States S'ince 1979-80 as decided by 
the previous regime. 

By 1979-80. an Elstimated area of 
28.40 million hectares will be covered 
by various soil conservation mea~ures 
at an expenditure of about B.s. 661 
crores. This includes treatment of 
about 21.75 m.i1lion ha. under State 
Sector and about 1.65 million ha. un-
der Central sector. 

In the Sixth Plan, a new Centrally 
Sponsored Sc·heme of Integrated. 
Watershed Management in the catch-
ments of flood prone rivers in the 
Indo-Gangetic Basin has been propos ... 
ed with an outay of Rs. 90 crores <>n 
50:50 sharing basis for the remaining 
period Of the current plan with a 
view to mitigating the fury of floods. 

~l ""' 'Ii.IIT~ fw~ ~~ (wtcn) : ~ 
lTt~, If( ~w CfiT lJ.ifi iIF' ~ut ~ t I 
~ br it 328 f+if ... qpt ~ :,;rit;:r 1) i 
90 f'lfc.'14pt ~~~ ~ffi ~ ~ «, 
qrift « V"UGT ~m % ifT"{ ~ 50 flif\il4'1 
~~fCfs~~~ ,mt I 
W ~~ 328 fqf~1tPl ~ ~ it 145 f+tF~4i1 
t~lf"{ \iflft;:r ~ ;?~ ~rr l:q i ,",,"r.ffl" ~ 
~ W ~ ~ iffT ~T 'jCliffi"i 6') ~ t crt 
700 ~ ~cnrr ~ qfc'1T~ ~ lit{" 

1{ "{T1r g "JI'r 6 f jfJ ~ fuf.,lf., c'l "Jt1 a:~ 

"f:r ~t;g Gf~T ~ j~ ~~ itm ~ m ~ 
~ Cf.1~ 3 0 0 cr.it5 lI'C1'it 31 f~ ~ ZfiT ;Ffi~lt:r 
~) .~ ~ I "!'T ~ ~ 1 ~jff?" ~ ~ \""tftrT 
srfa- qtt "PT 1!"!Jf <foT ~;:y if; 'fo1~ Olf-l \;fT 

"QIT ~ I ~ mrr ci mwr.r ~ ;ra-T 11fT« it 
lf~ c:r~;:rr ~rrr ~ fifi Cflfr ~Ft ~ ~ 
f..1"O: q-ml"'i OlfCTf~n ~q qf.{ ~ ~ it W 
~ m"( "lIT if~ ~lfT crT ern- 'n"r ~ 
~ ~ ~ m~ 'prrfi f.,n: q1.ftrrr ~q '~l: ~ ~ I 

SI-IRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAO: I 
am very happ~v that th€ hon. member 
has drawn the attenti'On of the Gevern-
ment and the lIouse to this most im-
portant problem b.2lng faced by the 
country and this problem IS getting 
in{'nloaS]Ilg ctttl~ntiun even from world 
I{)rganisation" A<:, I have stated, we 
!have various schcn1es On hand, but 
due to financIal stringency, we have 
not ~n able to tackle the problem 
on a very large scale. 

So far we have been able to treat 
only 13 per ('ent of the total area 
that has bepn damaged by erosion. 
As the hOD. member said, it is about 
175 million hectares and we have 
been able to deal only with a part of 
the problem. I have mentioned an 
the schemes and We are taking up 
further measurese But l must say 
at this juncture that the real need is 
a mass awakening for conaervillf our 
na'lural resources. Unlea. the people 



to general are conscious of the da .. 
OlaSe that is ~ dene dJ,lo to aefol"e. 
statio~, lndiaerlminate felUna of trees 
.and employment -Qt poeedy contractors 
this problem cannot be fully tackled 
by Govemment measures.alone. 

1 wI!! not be doing justice if I do not 
mention this. Some women in Garh-
wa} district-I must commend their 
1!xample-when the contractors 
Teached the jungle area to fell the 
trees, embraced the trees and they 
offered their bodies to be chopped 
off by the hatchet of the greed~y con-
tractors to ·save theIr trees.· This is 
a sort of consciousness that is to be 
~reated for Our flora and fauna 811d, 
1 hope, with the attention that this 
GoV"~rnment is now gIving to soil ero-
t;ion and soil conservation and !Jre-
servation of flora and fauna, this 
problem will be solved in due course. 

MR. SPEAKER: Much more atten~ 
1ion is needed now. 

15ft ,'1 .• .-;or tnn" (~R) : lIT~ 
~~ ~natTff ttft ~ ~rnflV11 ~ ~ 
~m~~1t~~Al~ ~ Cfirm 
'FJ iifT(f CfiT ~ lT~~ 2ti mtr ~ ~ I 
tm Ai tfT;r;ftlr qr it ~ ~ ~t ~ ro.. 
~ Cfi) ~FR it; r~ q~ ~t:f ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~T;;fT 
IfiT Slfr.:r m~ ~ ~6ffi ~ frfi" mlf~ 1"t~ 
~ ~ ~ ~R:r ~)ffl" ~--arr~r ~ 
v'tt ~1ir"dfI('1 ~)(;r I m'f ~ ~it;r"i!fI(1 ~)~ 
lfi{ 't~ ~ ~ it Q,tti ~~ ~ ~m ~~ ~ f 
~ tfiT ~o;n tfinm ~ ~ ~. Jf-U ~ 
fCfi ~ m-q iO~~r ~)W ~ lIT~;r ~ ~ 
-mnq.m~'1Jr~~~'fm fln:r ~I 
~ ~ ltr f~ it sn;rr~ ifiUn ~~ I itu 
.RTir ~ Ai ~ UiIlJ it ~ ~ ~ ft~:;t ~ 
~ ~~ ~ ~ifi ~ ~ ~~ maetil~T 
~~ft ~~\ifTflfi~ctft~ ~ ~ 
IfiU ~ I tnft (fCfi f~ c:f'ff ~ t .rata ~ 1ft 
q'czr ~err * m"'f ~ RVil ~ ~ ~. 'tl ~ 
f~ fir;~ ~ IfiT ~m e:) ~ t I \f. U"'1 
~ ~ ftri 9'P~ ~ \i1T~ ~r ~ if 'SmfST" 
~ ill" '1q ~ ~ ~~ ~ fitiit "flll ~ 
mi.,. {~crra- tt'r t. srI ~ ri I zm. arr~ 
~)<;r ~ 1ff~ ~ 'lTq' ~ ~ It)) ~ 
~'m-~~~~'q'f;R;r~ ~ ,~ 
fifr qrq- tifff'iiifi('1 ~m ~TI 

SRBI BmENDRA SINGH RAO: I 
am thankful to the hone Minister ... 

AN HON. MEMBER: The hen. 
Member .. 

"'1'"'"". under f,,·1e .11' 
SH!U BIRENDRA SINGH !tAO: Be 

mtabt be a Minister alIo some .• ,.. 
why bother? I am so mue, USed f.o 
sitting there that everybod, &eemt 
to be a Minister. It will take me 
time to understand that I am on the 
Treasury Benches. 

I am thankful to the bon. Member 
for the suggestion. All these pOints 
are under the consideration of the Go-
vernment. As I mentioned earlier. 
there ar~ various schemes already 
under way fOr soil conservation and 
for plantation of trees in the Mima-
layan region. We have also got our 
DPAP programme being implemented. 
The reclrlmation of salin'a and alkaline 
lands is one of the projects. 

MR. SPEAKER: Did you say any-
thing about some incentive for the 

I plantation of trees? 

SHRI BIRENDRA SINGi-I RAO: 
Incentive will be provided under our 
new forest policy. That is under con-
sid~ration. That is another qU&S-
tion. I need not go into details now, 
As I said, we are ~iving all our atten-
tion t·n this problem. The Prime 
Minister is very much concerned 
about the increasing area being eroded 
and our hills being denuded. Forest 
will received a arger share of the 
Budget, I hope, in future. But the 
real need is to mak·~ the people COll-
scious of it by educating them. More 
of the chipko type of movement is 
necessary in the country. 

14.43 hrs. 
MATTERS Ul'1DER RULE 377 

(i) CRISJS OF DRINKING WATER IN BIHAR 

SHRI RAMA V AT AR SHASTRI 
(Patna): Sir, under Rule 877, I raise 
the foliowing matter of urgent publ'lc 
importance :-

A sf:rious crisis of drinking wa_ 
is feared allover Bihar in the comtbll 
months. Although the summer is yet 
to set, in, reports from variou$ Pans 


