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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Mr. Law-
rence, you can continue next time.

20.45 hrs.

HALF-AN-HOUR DISCUSSION

Sanctionihg of Bagmati Master Plan

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : We now
take up the Half-an-hour discussion. Mr.
Bhogendra Jha.

SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA (Madhu-
bani) : Sir, this discussion arises out of the
rather evasive and incomplete answer even
to a question of mine on 22nd August 1983,
The major part of north India has suffered
due to drought and flood, and above all
power scarcity which can be solved on a
long-term basis, only by taming, training and
harnessing the Himalayan rivers, because
those very rivers do bring in floods and the
soft alluvial soil. They help those rivers to
change their course very often; and that is
why, a large scale damage is done. So, floods
and those very river drain out water to the
sea and drought i3 caused.

In North Bihar, the per capita consump-
tion of power has now come to 6KW per
head per year while in the whole of India, the
average consumption of power per head per
annum is about 35KW ; it was 24KW 5 years
ago ; it has come down to about 7KW now.
Youcan only imagine in what conditions
people are living there, Last year, there was
drought ; this year, there was drought and
rivers are flowing to the sea. In such a
situation, six important projects, prepared
projects are there. Rapti, Karnali and
Pancheshwar for which some sort of an agree-
ment was arrived at between our country
and Nepal; and Kosi, Bagmat: and Kamala
for which also an agreement was arrived at
earlier about two ot three decades ago. But
due to our shortsightedness, the Kosi high
dam, biggest of them, was not implemented,
because I was informed through a written
letter about 14 years ago that such huge
block of power was not required by us One
dam at Barasheter can generate 33 lakh KW
of hydel power, the cheapesthydel power any-
where available at present. So, that short-

BHADRA 4, 1905 (SAKA)

Master Plan (HAH) Dis. 514

sightedness, we have to suffer now. At that
time, Nepal was pressing for the dam itself
because that alone was the remedy for all our
t roubles.

We went for embankments; we went for
barrage; left the dam for some future date,
because we did not require power at that
time, as it was said,

Similarly, with regard to Kamala, the
project was given up and only embankments
and a reservoir at Vijaynagar were built and
we erected a small barrage at Berjinia. All
these things harmed Nepal. Some villages in
which I lived earlier during the British rule,
those villages of Nepal had been washed
away by the Kosi.

Similarly, three years ago, Ghor Bazar,
the District Headquarter of Nepal was over
flooded during night and 30 persons died in
that flood during the night because of our small
barrage at Berjinia. So, due to this, there
has been a change in the power position also.
With the help of the World Bank, they have
got erected one small barrage at Godar which
has completely made our canal system,
Kamala Canal System redundant. On Bag-
mati, last year, on 18th October, 1982, to an
Unstarred Q. No. 2221.

I was told that the Government of India
is having talks with His Majesty’'s Govern-
ment of Nepal with regard to water resources,
for the development of common rivers bet-
ween the two countries, including the river
Bhagmati, until an agreed sharing of waters
of river Bhagmati is arrived at between both
the countries, no master plan can be prepared.
That was the commitment made to this
House.

So, that is the answer I have quoted,
But, now the position is, that a Master Plan
has been okayed, Practically it is no master
plan. Practically, it is no plan. Why has it
been okayed by the Central Government, the
Irrigation Ministry ? The planning Commis-
sion also has been rather compelled to agree
to it,
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And, I have got the answer given on
18-4-1983. The Bhagmati project at an esti-
mated cost of Rs, 185 crores and 70 lakhs
comprising an irrigation component, envisaged
construction of barrages, etc. etc. So this has
been done. And, as I have again been infor-
med, in May 1983 the Planning Commission
has okayed it. This had created a very serious
problem and I will like the Government of
India to understand it. The Government of
India has got two schemes or projects for
that; one is what is called the Master Plan
with a barrage at Ramnagar, embankment
on both sides and canals with the help of the
barrage at both the sides. Another one,
Neminaare project was to cost Rs. 225
crores which was a flood prevention measure
to build an embankment on the river, across
Bhagmati and Bhiga Bhagmati. These
rivers also merge into the same river Bhag-
mati. Rather, they are the tributaries and
they are two separate projects, costing about
Rs. 412 crores. These two projects clash with
each other. I am sorry that many people
here do not understand it; they do not know
the problem. Remember that one single
river Bhagmati crosses the railway line the
N.E.R. line, the M.G. line, at six places.
Thus in its serpentine manner, it crosses the
line at Bergania Sitamari, Muneri, Mahmad-
pur, Hayaghat and Badlaghat the place where
five bogies had sunk the year before last
and hundreds of people had died there. One
single river does like that and on this river.
India is building two big projects, one near
the embankment and the other a flood pre-
vention measure. On that very river, getting
disappointed with us, Nepal, with the help of
World Bank is also constructing a project, a
multi-purpose project at Nunther and a bar-
rage on the Raj Marg, about two kilometres
above the Raj Marg. What will be the result
of this 7 When there is dearth of water, and
it has been the case this year and again last
year, and also for two years, there is severe
drought, Then, the multi-purpose dam will
consume the entire water and your proposed
canal system based on the barrage, not on
the dams, will not get a drop of water; the
same fate which has been meted out to the
Kamala Canal system is awaiting this and
when there is rain coupled with floods when
you do not require water, surplus water will
be released by the dam in Nepal and there
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will be flood, So, your flood prevention
measures will collapse, Both these things will
become redundant. Neither will you get
water during drought nor will you avoid
getting flood water when you do not require
it. And this is being done and the assur-
ance was correctly given that until the agree-
ment with Nepal was arrived at this project
will not be taken up.

Now they have decided this. The USA
and other forces are very eager to disturb the
relations between the two neighbours, Nepal
is not only a friendly neighbour, but we are
just like two brothers geographically, terri-
torially, culturally, ethnically and linguistically.
People on both sides have got blood relations,
Due to ignorance and greed of the contractors
shared by some engineers and some politi-
cians because they must get something out
of the earth work, only embankment is sanc-
tioned. But this does not solve our problem.
Even the rivers also do not take cognisance
of these embankments. They change the
course, Now, the Kosi river is pushing east-
wards and eastern embankment is in danger.
The same thing had happened to Bagmati
when the embankment was constructed, For
30 miles the river changed its course and the
entire money and land were wasted. In such
a situation, multi-purpose dam at the foothill
is the only solution for controlling the river
and taking benefit. That can be done in co-
operation with both the countries. This will
solve the problem of hydel power for Bihar,
UP, and Bengal for generations to come,
because the dams on river Kosi and its tri-
butaries will generate hydel power upto 7000
MW. I understand that on Pancheswar there
appears to be some dispute. I would like the
Government to contradict it. Nepal perhaps
wants equal sharing. There cannot practically
be equal sharing. Nepal will not require more
than 20 per cent of electricity prodnced. But
as a sovereign country it is demanding that,
We are not agreeable to that. So, no final
agreement on Pancheswar is arrived at.
Because of that the Karnali project is also
being delayed. Rapti project is also being
delayed due to our proposed barrage at Ram-
nagar. Nepal is constructing a multi-purpose
dam which will ruin us. And for Nepal also
the Rajmarg barrage will not be of much
use unless Noonthar dam is constructed.
Similarly, Goddar barrage which was
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constructed by Nepal with the help of World
Bank, has done lot of damage to us. By this
the Kamala canal system has been paralysed
and made redundant. Nepal has also not
gained much. It will gain only when the
multi-purpose dam at Sisapani on river
Kamala is built. This can bec done in coopera-
tion with India alone. So, mutuality of
interest of the two countries and the people
is required, I met some Nepali officials. They
told me that they did not require so much
of electricity. I told them that all the Hima-
layan peaks can be connected through rope-
ways and that will become the most beautiful
and top tourist centre of the world. For us
also the power problem will be solved for
generations to come. In such a situation, I
wish that the Government of India should
take initiative at the political level. In this
very House, last year, late Irrigation Minister,
Shri Kedar Pandey, has assured this House
that the matter would be taken up at the
political level

21.00 hrs.

I do not know why this has not been
taken up, because the officers, with all their
capacity and expertise, cannot decide on
political action. Where something is to be
given to a neighbour in order to establish
better relations, so that the mutual interests
on a wider scale are served, no bargaining
with each other is required particularly with
a country like Nepal. As I have told you, it
is a full brother, nothing less than that.

In such, a situation, as I have said, the
latest reply that was given on the 22nd August,
out of which this discussion has arisen, says :

“In the talks at the level of Secretaries
held in Nepal at Kathmandu in April
1983, the Nepalese side reported that the
feasibility studies of Noonthar project
on the Bagmati had not yet been comp-
leted. A view in the matter can only be
taken after the feasibility studies are
completed and detailed report made
available by Nepal,”

Parts (c) and (d) of the question were :

“whether .even now it is proposed to
combine Bagmati Adhawara Projects
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into one, co-ordinating them with Nepal
for Dam at Noonthar to ensure irriga-
tion and flood control ; and

if so, the details thereof and if not,
reasons therefore ?”’

I tell you that it is already under cons-
truction. Though the ‘easibility report is not
ready, it is already under construction. You
are hurrying up; so also Nepal is hurrying
up., Do you want a riverine war ? Will that
solve the problem ? Our Minister went to
Bangladesh several times, and that is right,
to solve the problem at the political level.
Here the problem is easier if a decision is
taken.

I want this House and the Government
to know that there is problem for the Cal-
cutta port, which requires 39,000 cusecs of
water during the lean months. If only the
dam is constructed, we can supply more than
50,000 cusecs of extra water for Calcutta
port during the lean month and there will be
no problem for the port in such a situation,

Taking into account the power shortage
in the country, the chronic drought and
flood—there is one after the other, if not at
the same time—in such a situation, I would
like to know from the hon. Minister whether
the Government propose to take up this
matter at the political level so that all these
projects are finalized at one go. Ii is neces-
sary because here you will have to yield,
there they will be accommodating, that way
the mutuality of interests can be resolved. If
singly, separately, this issue is attempted to
be solved, that will not be possible because
the overall picture, overall interests, can be
taken into account only if all these things,
all these big projects, are taken up together.
So, this is n1y first question,

Secondly, can the Government assure
this House that unless first agreement with
Nepal is arrived at, the Bagmati Master Plan
will not be taken up ? I am told that it has
been finalized, it has been cleared by the

Planning Commission also, Do you want

to provoke Nepal ? Do you want to pro-
voke the local people on the Indian side ?
A delegation had come last week to Patna to
meet the Engineer-in-Chief of Bihar to find



519 Sanctioning of Bhagmati

(Shri Bhogendra Jha)

out whether these people” are prepared to cut
the eastern embankment in order to get
water The Engineer-in-Chief was hesitant
because, if he permits that, and then the next
day or the day after (loods come, or rains
come, what will happen? He was in a
dilemma, So, we require everything at the
same time—flood control, irrigation and
power generation—and we can get them from
the same source.

The Kosi catchment area is Sagargata,
known as Mount Everest in English. Then
there is Kanchenganga, the perenial source of
glaciers. This also falls there. So, whatever
happens elsewhere, you shall get the cheapest
supply of water for irrigation and hydel pur-
poses.

The same is the case with Nunther, For
the information of the Government, here I
would like to say that the Bhagmati river it-
self is an artificial river. Those who have
gone to Kathmandu might have seen that
Kathmandu was a big lake and some sage
engineer about 3000 years ago kept the
southern side of the Himalayas for living, It
looks as if 3 to 4 years ago it was cut and
then the water came down gushing, That
became the Bhagmati river linking Kathmandu
with India and that lake becamc habitable
with the help of the roofs being made out of
wood, the floor made out of wood and also
other things made out of wood. So, that was
‘Kathmandap’, Kathmandu. That building
is still there entirely made of wood on the
side of the river Bagmati and the temple of
Pashupatinath. That artificial river is heating
up. So, I would like the Government, in
today’s condition, to initiate it. I would like
to know whether the Government have got
the understanding that only multipurpose
dams can solve the problem. No earthwork
can soive the problem excepting that it creat-
ed conditions of loot for many engineers,
contractors and some politicians.

Sir, firstly, at the political level talks
can take place, secondly, there should be
multipurpose dams for the river Bhagmati
combining all the Indian projects with the
project of Nepal, so that the problem is
solved and costs are reduced.

AUGUST 26, 1983

Master Plan (HAH) Dis. 520

The same thing is with regard to Kosi.
Nepal apprehends that the Varaha Kshetra
dam may submerge the Varaha temple, the
Puranic temple, To my view it is not the
case, 1 think the updated project report that
has been prepared from our side takes due
care of that Varaha temple. I would like to
know whether the Government is in a posi-
tion to ensure that the temple will not be
submerged so that it can be easier for Nepal
to agree to that project also. 1 hope the
Government will make this clear so that the
people there may have some consolation and
some solace. Thank you,

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENTS OF SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY, ATOMIC ENERGY,
SPACE, ELECTRONICS AND OCEAN
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI SHIVRAJ V.
PATIL) : Sir, with your permission 1 would
like to reply on behalf of my colleague, Shri
Ram Niwas Mirdha, Minister of Irrigation,
who has to leave because of an important
engagement,

I have heard the hon. Member, Shri
Bhogendra Jha carefully  Many rivers flow
from Nepal to India and coopetation between
the two countries in the area of water
management is necessary. Multipurpose dams
on Bhagmati, Kosi and other rivers would
provide durable solution to the problems of
flood irrigation and power in the interest of
both the countries. The problem of these
three rivers was discussed at the Secretaries’
Ievel meetings held in Kathmandu in April
1983, and these discussions were to be carried
further in the next meeting.

During the visit of the Prime Minister
of Nepal to New Delhi in February 1983, it
was agreed to set up a Joint Commission at
the Ministers’ level between the two countries
It is hoped that this Joint Commission will
be established soon and it would provide a
forum for discussing these matters at a high
political level The hon. Member wants that
the matter should be discussed at the high
political level. Steps have been taken, and [
suppose the hon, Member is satisfied with
what has been done by the Government.

So Wfwa AT AZAT (THEAYI) :
ARETH H! 10 48 § [F TIG ATTH!
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TG & a7 a1 FIHTI TEY &1, 3q79% gfee-
FIT FT ANIT WGI § AATHIA § gAA
fasrag 78 & 5 ¥ @e-dge =wam
g ¥ A9 § 1 IT60 Ffezevor QA &
arerTfas fagra qx &) wgar g, gwedr &
g & S &7 F9 R4 7 Fifaw agr #1
g | FIAT afarasr & 480 gAr, FAAT
&Y F g d garr, FJUAAN AT ATATY
q7 &1 qfeqy & fawa &« ag gra s
@I | A Mg @ A wEr E fF Ay
g H aig g9 747 grar ar fagre sl
g A8 gat TSAT AT HAT FT GHEF[ HT
HY gara1d FT gHAr a5 1 wgr a7 fF
THY g7 St qar gy faasr fagre &7
T AZY & | AT AT FIET T AQATGT
g o fFarare wig srfaa iy av gax
fagx & a1 #7 9ud § JI A1T AT
FEAFT HT BT 41T Iy W wifEa
FI AT ag rr g 9rig fwaAmEe | oeng
9 f& Alag wgar ©: fEArare qiq
s7fFT afgay sTgi HAT &I §IT a1 &l
& ANTE KT graa F70 gar

F1AT fTNITAT F WIAS KT GHIHA
taarar sar | Adrar ag & (& wrar o
FT OF T4 AT AT AATT 91 qg Al
AT FITIT T TAT AT FrAT AT FIAL
ST ETAT AT VAT qE A SATC @
TAT | IT AIFAAT & FrCor qre fagrT f
gfq QM N AT FT @1F AGN AT |

FETAAT A3 F ary ¥ S gfegrsar
g4 fearr & § IIT ITFT AT Fig
# a9 ® fafge Froar AT a8 Fr qrEr
st QA aferrsg’ growr gfee § g,
UF Sg A3 Y AMCAN | A I
Mg TF @17 I3 T HIT gL F1 qST=1
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¥ TTT F1 GHET @E[ AT | AT I
T AT g TATHT 99 qoIfaq g AN,
gaw #1 fegfa agt qar & srodr ) =@
ey AT wigar § 5 gagra #@

araadr 98 g gty sy FY greEar &
TR A HIT AT T THHT F AIG IAH

fag aragr feaar o &' Fwa gHET
9 |

AU SAF FEZHIT TAT 747 grar
ar 3ax fagre &1 faadr afzar g, srar
g FWHAT 8, UETF B SART F FL AT
AIETT A FAMT A 6 @ @ AT
7T FW AF AT KT @ g1 SHHT
AAIAT ag g W g fF TTF qraFE 9%
FUST ¥IAT a9 F74 & q17 A F13
®TIET ARl @l W@ & | HAAH T FT
wiggd grr fF 987 g3 a2 § afeq 9
AgYl ¥ UF T I HI AT ATF ASAFE
F1 A8 ¢ 9% & | 9g 991 qAqAT ILA1Q
faar srar | IHT FTFIC AAT ATIF GTHA ST
g9 FT AFIT g 98 185.7 FUST § AT
225 FLAE & ATTAAT AITH GIHA F1T qTAT
g AIFAT HTATT G &1 FAMAT &
g ar AT 410 FULT AT @ HLA
A9 ¥ AISATg g0 FRIT 9 9471 A4g) 98
g9l OF FATL HUY % 989 J1¢ | ATH
TG AT 9T |

JITAAT AT & 9747 F 57 fAsz § 9

oY 2 f fg & & 797 arg w1 9T 9g=ar
S

qIET fAFe S & q1F IT @1 § IEF
QY ®I A& AEN g ATTA ATT AT AT fIqT
afFT 397 IT AT &1 IATF T afFT F¢
fean adrsr ag g1 <@r & fo ag @y &«
FAT gl g @ AT I Ag T @IE |
gHT feafy & faued & fad @t w1 qET
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foor, g & a[1E ¥ Tear WY & R fad
HT @V T YT (AF1F | I qF AT
IR &9 &) UF SFHIE AAHT fFGT TFAT
#1 afweuqr g0 &I IT IF IGFT F1E
AT T g |

FIHEY 9T TITT Igr 7Y I T4AT |
3 T & gxafaar st gw @y wud
F AFderF 70,75 wia & faegarfad w7 o
dF gagifaa ag’ fear a7 gFEt € 1 ol
mSATeT ¥ gH fay a0 w7 ey guIeg
ARG

g g9 SIS0 FT @ gy Sax fagiT
& faw @7 HIS SFIIF JITAT G979 FT
groeT fag & 7 afz & sk am
3T G &1 AAT FEAT 18T & O F9
Tk FAHT AIFAAT FT ST T  THA 7

us-qus JISAT T afIo(9 qg grar
g fr 5o &7 F1 HAT I, IqF]
gfsewior Faa F@l A% fAq @ I0&w g,
Y gk A &7 faFrg qgr g 9rar
sa< fagre gawr fowsr g g, a@r
FHEAIGT ATATATT &1 qEI sqT€AT ALY 8§,
IAT ATIT IIF AET &) I T 3T
AwdiE & g g oar g3 20,25 fwEr
e grir AfFT s WA Az F QU
FIA ar 200 fHenrdiex gzat § | g F@t
F TIFIE@ F SFIEIT | FT GF FIO01 &
fArexr & fag a1 9119 FE sg19% af-
MNAAT FARX Fq 797 Q¥ Ia¥ f9g1T
FT faswma g 7

Y FFEAT WA (FATH) o @A
faamg @ T ot &1 F g @ F I
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¥ gr & f% 185.70 FUT TIA &I AT
afIsET F AT FrE F 7€ 1983
1T FT faar g s ewaner afansar
FT fagrk axFTT T Ao FT TG § |
T Y g fF W Aiwar s 3 os"
qiRatSaT &1 HY AT &7 )

¥ FFa gragar f@e1g ug qQig
fag=or afzais=r & grasa § ag A4
qigr fF g afegiaar & s #39 F
faq ora aF =1 FT F9 ge fF7 § A
afz sy & WY A8l fFar 7a1 g I ®9 I
gE F &7 fa=1z g, FifF g@ afgigar
HT GEI JTIG T AYTT T 7T T g |

qAST 7351 ST oF qarar g fF o
FELT F WG GIFHTT AT AT G
& &9 quu-gag g7 fafwys o ox
qITAT T W@y g | 39 Fraf=al &1 v
agrst fasar g

GqI-qI€ AT 7 WAAT FA FI
oo faar g fF a7ra FrrAdy & agra &
FAL W # dgIT WA qY FAw@T
fagd aEr & gFz & fgqr & gd O
AET [ AIT I ATITIHRAT TT a7 ds
3T & A ¥ qr9T &Y 78 HI T, 9T 59
grasg ¥ gIHEIX & FIg AEAHFA & 7

afg gt @ a<F1T #F1 77 gfafar g ?

a7 ¥ & g 1T A1gAT § fF s
1983 # Ffgat & @I 9T 13918 ¥
T & I AT AIG gL oY, @ =W
qAEAT & g & fog g A1 IwT & a=
ATAT FIFATT KT G S GATATT § |

1 femust dle wifes ;. Surexer
AgIed, 919 981 ™1 § fF S wiw ®
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st wfgar fgarag q, Aara @ 1Ay & AT
ITF QY &7 ITNT FW & fag &%
STTOF AISAAT FATS JIAT ar qgh | I
ar<y afear s AW AT fagre & AT
g e i & foq sidt § A fwY ag
9T g% & AT @1 g | gHIR /W H
forgat ot qrdt &, ITFT ITAT HIA HT
AT q47 FL ITHT SIANT FIT  FT
wair fFar s@r & SEF fag &1 Wl
TIAAT FATE AT HAT §, g FA77 H1 fA{e=q
® § GG HT qA19 WAT | gfewa ag
& & o queY strar &, SusT Feary faw
THIT 21, 4 S@AT J€A & | 7 AT ¥ FT
g fe dYdtfega daa qv gg qarq gd
FIAT IST | Defesa qga qx Al ag
T g FIA FT ifww £ A1 W@ A |
& 7g qar s« s faw fRgar arAy faar
ST gar g oY frgar qiAT gwrATE A
forar st @Far 8, aF gq I H ¥ W AT AT
FA197 gATFAT T, a8 FATE AT TFHAT Q|

off garAT ¥ qor & fF 1983 & ¥we-
A F1 Afzr gy, gaF qg fafaees
F1 difer & A 97 @Y § A _ITH 4T
Sy Sr W@ g gl s ¥ar Qi
g &1 99 9% fafqee @ @R
fafaezz 71 Mfaa 1M, @Y 3@ gara &1
g HLA AT FHAT FX | A(FT  T9 997
zq g & 1§ Q@ A7 79T TG §

Y. mfata AT Agar : 77 Tg qIAT
fewar gt & f& fRaar arT Iadsy grar ?

=\ facrer &Y. aifest ST 9F qAI
aw fae &< arq-=iq F I gg HAAT

FL A fF &7 feqar ot § AT AT
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feaar ot 8, 97 9% g *gAT T §
fe faamr arAt faemn

21.24 hrs.

FORMATION OF A COMMITTEE OF
MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT TO
BRING ABOUT RECONCILI-
ATION BETWEEN NIRAN-
KARIS AND AKALIS

TUA WANGW : ATAAA  WEEST, HA
sa fe7 fatwrfeat & srft ar A f5 37
ST AT FT 97 & arfaarde & FJea<y #1
FHAY IATT A, I FIF-F=1T FL A FTAGT
F) AMTH TF & T FT F gawl & foU
Tq qfvss F1 g FT & |

F arfagrde #1 a1% § #7927 ©AII 4
FTENE :-

YTC-TALT ATL., TH, €F7
FTARE Feas(d I

ST FeESH T 18T

51 ST, UF. T

Y XqATag TUTET

ST G AAITA

T ZHATEA AT A

ot g, dt. faga

sYqdT HIAS ATAAT

Now, the House stands adjourned sine
die.

21.25 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned sine die.



