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damaging, spoiling and for ultimately being
deprived of their properties,

I, therefore, urge upon the Government
of India to direct the State Governments of
Haryana and Rajasthan that <Masani
Barrage’ in district Mahendragarh, of
Haryana State shall be kept open for all
the months of a year and no water would be
stered in the bed of Masani Dam. [ also
stress upon the fact that no village of Rajas-
than State should be dislodged because of
this project.

(iv) Conversion of Hyderabad Airport
into an Internatiomal Airport

SHRI K. S. NARAYANA (Hyderabad) :
Sir, situated in the centre of the Southern
peoinsula, Hyderabad is a city not only of
strategic importance but it has gained
importance from the point of view of
commerce and trade also, It has got
considerable export potential being the
capital of a State with surplus foodgrains
and several industries—small, medium and
large sale —developed around it during the
last fifteen years. Both the industrial and
agricultural products of this area have a
substantial mirket in the Gulf countries.

Apart from the above, there has been a
persistent flow of skilled, semi-skilled and
unskilled workers from Hyderabad to various
Gulf countries, The industrial training
institutes and polytechnics situated in
Hyderabad have been producing technically
trained personnel in large numbers, whose
services are in great demand in the Mddle
East countries.

At present, passengers going to the Gulf
countries are put to many inconveaiences as
they have to trave! to Bombay first by
domestic : flights and catch international
flights there... During the last four years, tl
has been noticed that the Gulf traffic, both
passenger and ,¢3rpo  emanating from
Hyderabad and handled by All India and
other carriers has considerably incieased
and this trend is eoatinuing [n view of
the heavy increase in passenger traffic and
cargo movemen! from Hyderabad, there is a
strong case for declacing Hyderabad Airnort
as an International airport,
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A facility like this created in Hyderabad
will also serve to meet the requirements of
passengers from npeighbouring States like
Karpataka and Tamil Nadu, who now travel
all the way to Bombay where the airport is
already over-crowded and who can also
choose Hyderabad as an embarkation point.

(v) Need to provide more halts for the
train running between Ernakulam
and Trivandrum

PROF. P.J. KURIEN (Mavelikara) : Sir,
the Railway has recently introduced two new
trains in Kerala, one from Froakulam to
Trivandrum and the other from Ernakulam
to Cannanore These trains fulfil a long-
felt need of the people of Kerala and I
heartily congratulate the hon  Minister for
this step.

12 34 hrs

[MR DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair,]

PROF P J. KURIEN However, the
train running between Ernakulam and
Trivandrum is becoming less useful mainly
because it has halts only at Kottayam and
Quilon. Jt has no halt at any of the
stations in (wo districts, namely, Pathanam-
thitta and Alleppey which provide the
maximum volume of traffic in Kerala,

There is a very popular train by name
Venad Expiess running between Trivandrum
and LCrnakulam, The popularity of this
train can be attributed to the fact that it has
halts at a'l important stations in Kerala,
The train running between Ernakulam and
Trivandrum, aithough runs in the opposite
direction and should be equally popular,
does not, at present, cater fully to the
requitements of the rravelling public.
Moreover, the running time of this train is
the same as that of the Venad Express e¢ven
though it has only two halts,

Kerala is a densely populated State and
its vopulation is more or less evenly spiead
throughout the State, Therefore, in order,
to cater to the requiremerts of the pebple
the trains must have halis at all impor{ant
stations in all districts,



